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.
.
.
The Same to the Same With a report from Mr. Erichsen on purchases of rye and

223

:

.

.

:

bigg
Sir

for seed

:

3

„

to Sir R. Routh: In reply; orders have been given to hasten sup; no issues are to be made to union workhouses unless on an express
written order of the Lord Lieutenant

........

5

„

Abstract of Correspondence relating to Relief Commission business from 26th to
31st October

3

;

.

Mr. Trevelyan
plies

Deputy Commissary-General Major

to Mr. Trevelyan
With enclosure from Sir
L. Curtis; has declined the purchase of 12,000 salms of Egyptian Indian
corn
Treasury Minute on the above: Approving of his proceedings
.
.
.

..............
.

:

.

.

.

n
„

234
235

4

„

5

,,

235
236

4

„

„

„

5

„

„

ff

13

Mr. Trevelyan The want of engineers in many
sappers and miners suggested ; the military duty is very

Commissary-General Hewetson
;

226

227

:

Captain James to Mr. Trevelyan : Relative to hand-mills
Mr. Trevelyan to Captain James On the same subject

baronies a crying evil
trying

}j

224

to

:

Routh to the Same : Hand-mills ; offer of Mr. Davis to supply wheat and rye
enquiring the cost of the seed provided ; rice adapted for Union workhouses
has made no loan to the trade ; anticipates the necessity of soon commencing
issues from some of the depots twice a week

Sir R.

The Same

to the

Same

price of rice

Mann

to the

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

Captain

:

There

.

Same

.

no available

is
.

.

.

mill

power

.

at

Limerick

.

.

,

State of the vicinity of Kilrush

237

asking the

;
.

.

.

enclosing copies of two
exciting notices which have been posted; querns manufactured at Kilkee
.
Mr. Trevelyan to Captain Mann In reply, asking him to send a specimen
of the quern to Dublin
:

;

..........
.

„

238

9

„

240

6

„

:

Printed

image

digitised

R. Routh

:

Relative to hand-mills

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

CONTENTS.
Messrs. Erichsen (o Mr. Trevelyan
of rice

On

:

xiii

Date

Archangel wheat, prices of rye

for seed,

and

1846
7 Nov.

Page

241

Sir It. Routh to the Same: Total want of mills at Belmullet; concurs in the
opinion
that Union workhouses ought not to he supplied by the Government; seed

Mr. Trevelyan

.......
.......
..........
.......
..........
.........
R. Routh

to Sir

The Same

Hand-mills

:

242

to Mr. Blamire
As to obtaining information of the experience of the
whole country on the occasion of the last two potato failures
Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan
With weekly return of Commissariat depots and
statement of donations and sums subscribed
:

7

:

The Same
The Same

Same

to the

to the

mittees

Mr. Trevelyan

Relative to purchases and destination of cargoes

:

Same

Relative to the instructions to Inspecting Officers of

:

to Sir

244

Com-

245

R. Routh: Replying

the importance of selecting

to the preceding two letters; on
persons to be Inspecting Officers

fit

12

„

Instructions to Officers employed on Inspections

Earl of Auckland to Mr. Trevelyan : With extracts and enclosures of a letter from
Sir
Lucius Curtis, at Malta, and asking what instructions should be given to him
.
Mr. Trevelyan to the Earl of Auckland In reply, no fresh instructions are
necessary

247
10

„

249

11

„

250

12

„

13

„

5

„

261

12

„

262

:

Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan
expectation of supplies from

November

memorandum

Enclosing

:

of Committees

;

on the

America

Abstract of Correspondence relating

to Relief

Commission business from 2nd

to

4th

252

Mr. l'rewen

to Mr. Trevelyan : Asking whether the Government could be
induced
to extend their provision-stores over the whole of the West Riding
of the county
of Cork

Mr. Trevelyan
tention

Mr. Frewen

to
.

.

.

In reply, the Government have no such

:

.

260

in-

.

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh: Further revision of the Instructions to Inspecting
Officers of Committees; reinforcement to his establishment
hand-mills
;
Deputy Commissary-General Major to Mr. Trevelyan Purchases at Malta arrange°
ments for grinding
.

:

!

.

.

.

.

;

.

.

.

.

R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan: With a report from Mr. Ball, Assistant Poor Law
Commissioner, of his inspection during late Relief Operations depot at Sligo
"
closed except for distant Committees
depots concentrated
;
The Same to the Same: Inspecting Officers are about to proceed on their duties;
Mr. Mansell asks the assistance of Government to procure good fiax seed from
Holland

Sir

;

.

Mr. Trevelyan

.

.

.

to Sir R. Routh
As to Inspecting Officers of Committees and their
duties; doubts the expediency of Government interfering to procure fiax seed
from Holland

14

„

16

„

263

:

Captain James to Mr. Trevelyan:

Mr. Trevelyan
London
Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

Mr. N. Cummins
Cork

to

to

Has made

Captain James :

.

.

R. Routh

.

:

.

a quern or hand-mill
In reply, requesting he will send
.

Supplies of meal

Mr. Trevelyan:

A

.

.

decided reduction

in the

it

264

14

„

16

„

14

„

265

„

„

266

to

....
market prices at

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Mr. Trevelyan The Sligo depot is closed;
supplies are arriving for merchants and for Relief Committees
Abstract of Correspondence relating to Relief Commission business, from 5th to 7th

...

:

............

November
Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan

donations and

sums

The Same

:

With weekly

return of depots, and statement of

subscribed

............

Mr. Trevelyan
Captain

Mann

to Sir

R. Routh

:

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Sending him specimens of several hand-mills
:

„

272

»

„

273-

18

»

16

„

274

21

„

276

16

to the Same: Proposed destination of cargoes; with extract of a letter
from Mr. Hughes, at Skibbereen, reporting that there are no preparations for
wheat sowing

....

Several persons at Kilkee have taken to quern

making ; abuses in road repairs ; want of rye and bere seed
Mr. Trevelyan to Captain Mann In reply, respecting- the arrangements made
:

for providing seed
Sir

R. Routh

Mr. Trevelyan

:
With application from Mr. Mansell, of Limerick,
a letter from Deputy Assistan ^Commissary-General Campbell,
detailing abuses on the Relief Works at Longford

for flax

to

seed

Mr. Trevelyan

;

......

also

to Sir

R. Routh

mitted to Mr. Labouchere

:

..........
Mr. Mansell’s application

Treasury Minute For want of Indian corn, barley
mills at Gosport
:

Sir

Printed

is

to be

for flax seed to

ground

at the

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

„

„

17

R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan : Is ready to receive any quantity of barley meal;
commending the improvements made in the portable mills ; Inspecting Officers

image

17
19

be sub-

Admiralty

Digitisation Unit

.»
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CONTENTS.

XIV

Date

memorandum
island

.

.

.

.

,

.

.

.

Page

1846

of what passed at his interview with a deputation from Achill

.

.18 Nov.

Commissary-General Ilewetson to Mr. Trevelyan Disinclination of the trade at
Limerick to reduce the prices of meal is anxious to bring into consumption
the supplies in his depots ; large importations being made by the trade

277

:

;

R. Routh

Sir

to

Mr. Trevelyan

:

Departmental arrangements

.

.

.

.

„

.

.

19

„

278
279

Abstract of Correspondence relating to Relief Commission business, from 9th to 11th

November
Treasury Minute on an extract from the above, regarding a complaint of
Messrs. Russell, of Limerick, of the stoppage of their supplies at Clare
and Ennis, owing to a combination of the country people; calling for a
report -on the subject from Commissary-General Hewetson
Treasury Minute on another extract from the above regarding the nonemployment on Relief Works of persons who have the means of maintaining themselves from their own resources
.

.

Sir

.

R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan Has received a letter from Lord Monteagle calling
upon him to open the Government depots it may soon become necessary to
open some of the snb-depdts one or two days in the week
Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh The Limerick depdt ought on no account
to be opened ; the-Chancellor of the Exchequer is of that opinion
quoting
passages in the last Relief Correspondence, showing the inexpediency of
opening the depots so long as other resources are available

19

„

280

24

„

288

21

„

289

24

„

290

21

„

291

„

:

....

;

:

;

.............

Mr. N. Cummins
falling

to

Mr. Trevelyan: Cargoes are

arriving at

Cork; prices are

Abstract of Correspondence relating to Relief Commission business, from 12th to
'
14th November .
Treasury Minute on an extract from the above, regarding an apparent discrepancy between the Instructions and the answer given to the Relief
Committee on the manner of applying sums subscribed

22

„

....

27

„

Routh to Mr. Trevelyan Mr. Hewetson only proposes to make issues from
the sub-depots on the west coast of Clare ; departmental arrangements

23

„

„

Sir R.

298

:

...........
........
...........

The Same to the Same With weekly
and sums subscribed
:

return of depots, and statement of donations

Dr. Corbett to Lord John Russell : Asking for a grant in aid of the Innishowen
Voluntary Relief Association
Treasury Minute on the above:
grant cannot be sanctioned for Relief purposes except to Committees organised and regulated in accordance with

A

the Instructions

„

„

299

„

„

300

27

„

301

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh The Commissariat Inspecting Officers ought to have
a good understanding with the Inspecting Officers or the Board of Works;
price depends upon the probable supply of an article as compared with the probable extent of the demand; the trade is not to be interfered with except for
:

Sir

the purpose of protecting it from spoliation; the danger of opening our depdts
while we are unable to maintain the supply
Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan : Mr. Hewetson wishes to sell, at the trade
price, only small quantities from his depots, which it might be dangerous
to keep too Jong in store, lest they should become deteriorated in quality
Mr. Russell’s complaint has been investigated

.......

23

„

.....

25

„

On the duties of Inspecting Officers of
tees; supplies are not arrived, probably owing to the stormy weather

26

„

27

„

27

„

„

„

R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan

:

:

302

Commit-

to Sir R. Routh
On the Instructions to Inspecting Officers
The Same to the Same Supplies to a large extent ordered to Dublin
Mr. N. Cummins to Mr. Trevelyan Prices are rising again in the Cork market; no

Mr. Trevelyan

.

303

:

:

preparations are being

made

for future crops

Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan: Explaining that he never contemplated the immediate opening of the depdts, except to afford relief in distant
localities, and to dispose of some meal which might not keep
Messrs. Erichsen and Co. to Mr. Trevelyan

Reporting on the subject of flax seed
Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh Enclosing a report from Messrs. Labouchere
and Co. to Mr. Erichsen, on the same subject
.
:

:

.

Sir

R. Routh

.

.

.

.1 Dec.

„

:

tection

27 Nov.

305

........

„

„

307

to Mr. Trevelyan
An extract of Mr. Trevelyan’s letter of 23rd
will be printed and circulated for the guidance of Inspecting Officers
of the Board of Works and of the Commissariat ; hand-mills; on the reports of
Inspecting Officers; observes with pleasure the further purchases made
.

28

„

312

Abstract of Correspondence relating to Relief Commission business from 16th to
18th November .
.
.
;
Sir

304

to Mr. Trevelyan
Enclosing documents showing that the Lord Lieutenant is of opinion that Messrs. Russell, of Limerick, had no just ground of
complaint of the stoppage of their supplies owing to the want of military pro-

R. Routh

:

November,

.

The Same

Printed

image

digitised

to the

Same: With enclosure from Mr. Bishop,

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

stating that the distress

CONTENTS.
neighbourhood of Haulbowline
proposed Government work

in the

is

tion of a

The Same

to the

Same

:

xv
Date

......
.....

not so urgent as to require the execu-

Page

1846
28 Nov.

313

Departmental arrangements

314

Cummins to Mr. Trevelyan : Reporting arrangements for the
reception of supplies at Killibegs, and on the stale of destitution in parts of

Commissariat Clerk

..........

Donegal and Mayo

to Sir R. Routh
Arrangements (or the provision of hand-mills; no
person to be employed in Ireland who is not duly qualified for the service

Mr. Trevelyan
Sir

:

30

„

2

„

R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan Supplies are in general not landed in Dublin, but
at once forwarded on; it requires a certain talent to measure out task-work
of a higher class than breaking stones
:

........

Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson to Mr. Trevelyan Indian corn
had in the Ionian Islands ; it has been bought up for Ireland

is

:

The Same

not to be

to the Same
With statement of otFers to supply grain at Malta,
and arrangements made for grinding; asking whether there is any objec.
tion to the purchase of rye
to the Same: Indian corn is scarce in the Mediterranean, owiii" to
:

...

The Same

to

England
Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson
.

.

.

:

.

to

„

316

„

317

„

In reply to the

three preceding letters ; approving of his proceedings; calling for further
information regarding rye, and asking for a specimen of the meal

R. Routh

14
18

20

-

the large quantities shipped direct for

Mr. Trevelyan

Sir

Mr. Trevelyan

of Messrs. Russell
Treasury

...

With report from Mr. Hewelson on the complaint

:

.

.

.

.

.

Minute on the above Expressing confidence that the complaint
will be properly investigated and decided upon by the Lord Lieutenant;
protection in all cases is to be afforded to supplies belonging to dealers

Sir

315

R. Routh

to

:

Mr. Trevelyan

......

With weekly

:

donations and sums subscribed

return of depdts and

4 Dec.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan: Is pressing on
meal

revising the lists of labourers

Major Haliday

;

barley

the

all

31S

statement of

30 Nov.

.... ......

Abstract of Correspondence relating to Relief Commission business, from 19th
to
21st November

1

Dec.

319

Committees the propriety of

lias arrived,

but not the rye seed

325

.

to Mr. Trevelyan
Small and apparently healthy potatoes are reserved
for seed in the Counties of Down anil Antrim; the people are living on
turnips,
oatmeal, and Indian meal ; with such a port as. Belfast there can be no difficulty
as to food ; drainage will be general
proprietors have a difficulty in investing
;
°
on improvements owing to the nature of Irish titles
.
.
.
:

.

Sir

R. Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan

........

Explaining as

:

for a portion of a district

to the disposal

of subscriptions raised

326

The Same

to the Same: Much of the laud in County Cork is left uncultivated;
the
large deposits in the saving’s bank is evidence that capital is not emploved in the
usual farming operations ; suggesting the offer of a medal or donation for the
largest quantity of potato land put under grain cultivation

....

.........

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh
French barley

With enclosure from Mr. Gordon on bere,

:

bio-g,

=

2

„

or

327

to the Same : A statement has been made at the Home Office by three
clergymen of the extreme distress at Skibbereen ; the Relief Committees should
be exhorted to do their duty and raise subscriptions; the causes of the alleged
suspension of. farming operations should also be investigated, and the Relief

The Same

Works
Sir

lists carefully

revised

R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan Too much flax seed has not been ordered rye seed
has not arrived; it is better for the Government not to interfere in these

.............
:

;

matters

Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson
Malta

to the

Same

:

with statement of purchases

30 Q

at

Mr. Trevelyan

to Colonel M'Gregor: Requesting that Sir R. Routh maybe furnished with extracts of police reports relating to operations under his superin*
tendence

Lieut.-Colonel Douglas to Sir R. Routh : Sufficient labour is not engaged in agriculture ; it is foolish to permit the people to throng to the Public Works
will
;
impress the^e truths on Relief .Committees

The Same

Mr. Trevelyan On the same subject; the deposits in savings’ banks
are doubled, and the farmers are desirous of keeping this from the knowledge of
the landlords; society at large, and not the Government, ought to apply the
proper remedy
to

4

330

„

26 Nov.

:

.

.

.

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh: Colonel Douglas has acted
the views

and

The Same

intentions of the

Government

.

.

.

fully in the spirit
.

.

.

1

p ec

.

of
.

to the Same
Grain cultivation and a rotation of crops to be encouraged
Government can only be auxiliary; arguments in favour of a general subscription in England to supply the necessary deficiencies of Government relief

„

„

5

„

4

„

331

:

the

Sir R.

Printed

Routh

image

to

digitised

Mr. Trevelyan

:

Experiments of cheap food

by the University of Southampton Library

.

.

Digitisation Unit

.

.

,,

332

CONTENTS.

XVI

Date
to Sir R. Routh: Enquiry to be made as to the truth of the alleged
woman and three children at Kilkenny, occasioned by extreme destiand of the prevalence of distress generally

Mr. Trevelyan

5 Dec.

Mr. Trevelyan The Killarney Committee have exceeded their
powers; the issue of soup by Relief Committees has been recommended

Sir R.

Routh

to

333

.

home produce

;

not unusually large
Sir

R. Routh

332

:

Assistant Commissary-General Bishop
trict

Page

1846

......

death of a
tution,

to

:

;

potato lands remain uncultivated

;

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Routh Report on the Cork dissome extent savings’ banks deposits are

to Sir R.

consumed

is

.

......

Subscriptions are kept apart for each parish or

:

through the country

division which extends relief

334

Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan The arrivals of Indian corn have
not in quantity been any thing like equal to the demand, and prices are consequently rising; difficulty of his situation under these circumstances ; by Christmas, the number of labourers employed on Public Works, will probably be half
a million ; is making occasional issues at his smaller depots; distress in West
Carbury is quite appalling
:

..........

Sir

R. Routh

Mr. Trevelyan

to

6

.»

With copy of his letter to the Earl of Kenmare, on
Committee

:

the irregular proceedings of the Killarney

The Same

.

Thinks that the English subscription for relief in Ireland,
to the Same
and the public money, should be distributed through the same channel ; the
depots at Skibbereen, and its neighbourhood, must be opened
.
.
.
:

...........

The Same to the Same With weekly return of depots, and statement of donations
and sums subscribed
Colonel M‘ Gregor to Mr. Trevelyan The original outrage reports are sent to Sir
:

:

R. Routh without delay
Mr. Crofton

Lord John Russell

Complaining that the protection of the provision
dealer appears to be the sole object of the Government rule that the stores of
food are not, except in cases of more than usual destitution, to be sold at less
to

:

than wholesale cost price, with the addition of 5/. per cent
Treasury Minute on the above : The writer is mistaken

....

one object of the
;
rule to which he alludes is to economise the limited stock of provisions,
nevertheless the encouragement of the private trader is an object of great
public importance

...........

339

Abstract of Correspondence relating to Relief Commission business, from 23rd to

25th November

340

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree

to Mr. Trevelyan
Importations into Sligo have
been considerable ; at Ballina, Killala, anil County Mayo, the markets are also
supplied by importations, but a brisk demand will shortly be made on the northern
depots; agricultural labourers are almost entirely neglected, the Public Works
being the principal source whence the poor seek to maintain themselves .
:

8

„

348

Assistant Commissary-General Milliken to Sir R. Routh: Farmers, or sons of
farmers, are employed on the Public Works between Galway and Clifden, to
the neglect of agricultural operations ; did not observe any extreme want or
destitution

.

.

.

sought

is to

.

.

.

.

.

,

.

.

349

.

........

The grounds on which employment on Public
be closely investigated

Circular to Relief Committees
is

.

:

Works
350

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh: The most important duty of Inspecting Officers is
to go carefully through the lists of persons recommended for employment on the

Works

Relief

Deputy Commissary-General Knowles
vation of the
article

Sir

yam

Mr. Trevelyan

Reporting on the
the West Indies, and on the proposition to employ

in

of food in the

West

to

Indies

:

cultiva-

.........
it

as an

to the Same : Improper application of the funds of the Cashel Committee; proposing to pass the Christmas in London; suggesting whether it
would not be better to lend proprietors money to improve their estates, than to
continue the present system of public unproductive works
.
.
.
.

R. Routh

9

„

Commissary- General Hewetson to the Same: With enclosure, showing that both
army and navy are doing their best to afford safe protection and conveyance for

................

supplies

Mr. Trevelyan
two

letters

;

tions of the

to Commissary-General Hewetson : Acknowledging his last
does not doubt that he will act in the full spirit of the inten-

Government

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

,

-

.12,,

to Sir R. Routh: Urging the revision by Inspecting Officers of the
of labourers furnished by Committees for employment ou Relief Works .

353

Mr. Trevelyan
lists

The Same
bigg

The Same

to the

to

Same
.

.

:

...

With enclosure from

.

Sir E. Coffin

theJSame: Inspecting Officers ought in some cases to have a second
and relieve them from a portion of their duties

officer to consult with,

Sir

R. Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan

.

:

Mr. O’Connell

is

.

desirous of purchasing the depot

at Cahirciveen

Mr. Trevelyan
ought not

Printed

image

digitised

to Sir R.

Routh In the present critical state of affairs in Ireland, he
from his post even for five or six days; two Treasury
:

to be absent

by the University of Southampton Library

9

,,

10

„

,,

„
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on the subject of bere or

Digitisation Unit
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will shortly be

forwarded

»ill be lent to proprietors

to

for the

him, explaining: the terms «„

i,

taproWiTJ.S

given
the fisheries except at four experimental
stations- Sono-lv
of Inspeotms Officers to communicate
with owners of property
who do not come forward in aid of distress;
the central
of inspection ought to be placed on the
most efficient footing
be

tint to

to

SI

infi'rfr
,n
* r«l'efr°li
district

The Same

practicable

to ll,e

Same

Enquiry

:

Kennedy

Captain

Mr. Trevelyan

to (he

Mr. Phelan

County Meath

Jones; Repining on tie above
subject
Flax seed; enquiring respecting

R. Routhi

destination

W.

Somerville

Many

:

to

of the workhouses in Ireland
are'

“S*
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Ut

Same

S

'

to the

Same

On

:
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same
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“

filled

accommodate, and
numbers the

others beyond those additional
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Tile

of

Same: Bere seed purchased

to Sir
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the houses
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'

state oi
of nestitution
destitution alleged
alleasd in
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to Lieut.-Colonel

....

10 Str

supplies

The Same

be made respecting

Id

the police reports to exist in

-
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is

“"l'

subject
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'

labourers

.

The

gJgSf

ek
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inCreaSe ° f
Government graiTLtsciipL^in^Jer tm'rc ases SS:eSt nS
.
;
1 leasury Minute on the above:
Approving of the proceeding .Pr.nrf»,i
Government depots to be protected from
plunder at all hazard” bufdeoots
in remote districts maybe
occasionally opened ; local
Committees to' be
always placed between the Commissariat
and the people, ex”p n e
X reme
cases; a large proportional
donation may be given in
“in
extreme destitution prevails, and
small advances ma^be
mat Tutmh
ocalilies in anticipation of a
presentment under the Poor Relief
Act
.
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Date

The. people about Burtonport are in a state of heartrending distress; wishes
an authority to make issues from his depot
Abstract of Correspondence relating to Relief Commission business, from 30th

for

Page

1846

*

16 Dec.

382

Novem-

ber to 2nd December

~Z383

Colonel M'Gregor to Mr. Trevelyan The Constabulary give every assistance in protecting those who are instrumental in feeding the people .
:

Mr. Hughes

to Sir

R. Routh : Great distress exists at Skibbereen ; is taking measures
want may obtain food ; every body is relying on the Govern-

...........

that those really in

ment

for assistance

Estimate of Grain and Meal on hand and expected

Mr. Trevelyan

*£ 392

to Sir

R. Routh

this

month

(sent to Sir R.

Routh)

Sending him another memorandum on the subject
to be made in cases of extraordinary

:

of expected supplies; increased donations
but not free grants

393

19

distress,

to the Same: Presuming that the biscuit to which Mr. Bishop alluded,
as in reserve at Cork, is that which is intended for army services

The Same

...

Assistant Commissary-General Lister to the
clamorous for the arrival of provisions

Same

:

The

394

people at Belmullet are

Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan High prices prevail at Limerick,
owin 0- to the shortness of the supplies in the hands of the dealers ; none but
those in the most remote localities are allowed to purchase from the Government
depdts, on all of which, ere long, a heavy demand will be made ; the people will
not go to field labour unless they are driven from the Public Works, and if this
is not remedied, the destitution of 1848 will be tenfold worse than that of 1847 ;
the people exhibit habits of indolence and indifference
:

....

Commissariat Clerk Parker to Sir R. Routh

:

No

effort is

being made by the trade

at Clifden; the soup-kitchen has afforded great relief; the anxiety of all to be

employed on Relief Works is such that so far from the barren ground being
brought into cultivation, the hitherto cultivated ground will become barren
Assstant Commissary-General Bishop to the Same : Report of visits of inspection
to Committees in the Cork district

396

........

to the Same: The Committees in the Cork district are selling provisions
below market prices ; the demands on the market are enormous, and the supplies brought in by the trade are insufficient to meet them

The Same

....

20

„

399

21

„

400

Captain Mann to-Mr. Trevelyan Is in favour of the cultivation ofbere; agriculture
from
is neglected owing to the rush of all to the Public Works ; fish is scarce
the same cause ; s.sed is wanting ; is trying to raise a small fund to supply seed ;
absurd and disparaging reports of the quality of the Government food ; the
really destitute endure great suffering, but many small farmers and their sons
are employed on Public Works, who ought not to be so employed
:

Sir

R. Routh
Cork,

is

to the Same: The biscuit to which Mr. Bishop alluded as in depot at
the old biscuit intended for the dep6t at Castletown Berehaven

........

With weekly state of Commissariat depots, and statement
to the Same
of donations and sums subscribed
Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh: Arrangements for the conveyance of food to the
depbts on the west coast; relative duties of Inspecting Officers under the Board
of Works and the Commissariat; carrot, parsnip, and other seed; as to the
administration of the funds raised by private subscription in England and else-

The Same

Sir

:

........ ....
............
.............
............

where
R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan In reply to his letter of the 18th inst., urging the
expediency of completing the Commissariat preparations by making larger purchases of food, and arranging for its conveyance by steamers to different points

Captain Stafford to Sir R. Routh

:

„

402

„

403

„

Irregularities in the proceedings of the Kilscoran

Committee
Sir

22

„

:

of the coast

R. Routh
at

to

Mr. Trevelyan

With

:

....

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh

„

404

„

„

405

29

„

„

23

„

„

..

406

„

407

application for the establishment of a depot

Kenmare

Treasury Minute on the above: A depot is not to be established at Kenmare,
but every practicable assistance is to be given to that and other Relief Committees in the transport of food purchased by them
Inspecting Officers, in cases of delay, are to call

:

upon non-resident landlords by

letter to assist in affording relief

Assistant Commissary-General LeMesurier to Mr. Trevelyan: The accounts
of the state of the country about Banagher are contradictory, but it is quite
apparent that unusual distress prevails; extensive purchases of grain are being

Deputy

made to keep the mills going ; no demands have yet been made on the Government depfit although it is opened market prices are higher
;

Mr. Bevisto Captain Hamilton

The tonnage

:

is insufficient to

convey

to this

country

the large accumulations of grain at Odessa, and in the United Slates
Sir

R. Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan

:

Urging the consignment of

larger quantities to

Clifden and Belmullet

Mr.
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CONTENTS.

xix
Date

the management of the Government depots, and the necessity
of economising
the supplies, in order to fulfil the Government pledge regarding
the western
coast; hand-mills
.

The Same to the Same: Further on the same
money question, this year it is a food question
be employed

will

408

utmost extent in assisting Relief Committees

to the

Abstract of Correspondence relating to Relief Commission business
from 3rd

December
The same from 7th

Page

1846

subject; last year it "was a
the Government steamers
;

to

5th

410
to 9th

December

R. Routh

415

to Mr. Trevelyan
Available store-room at the several dep&ts in the
Shannon; enclosing copies of reports from Assistant Commissary- General

Sir

:

Inglis, with accounts of unusual distress at Skibbereen and its
neighbourhood,
and the means taken to relieve it; enclosing also copy of his letter to
Mr.
O’Connell, and extract of one received from Deputy Commissarry-General
Dobree at Sligo ; flax seed

.......

Deputy Commissary-Generai;ibbetson
by the “ Robert”

to the

420

Same: Supplies forwarded from Malta
422

....

R. Routh

to the Same: Calling attention to the able report of Assistant
missary-General Bishop on the Donoughinore district

Sir

Com423

Captain O'Brien to the Same: On the different regulations for employing labour;
the system of employment by means of Public Relief Works has saved
thousands from death by starvation, but has otherwise failed; the Treasury Minute
of the 1st and letter of the 15th December, are highly commended

Mr. Trevelyan

SirR. Routh

Application to be made for the services as Inspecting
Officers of some Assistant Poor Law Commissioners; the
depots in the western district are to be cautiously opened for the sale of food, and in cases
of
urgent distress the Government donation may be double, or even more than
double, the amount of subscription

The

to

Secretary of the Admiralty to Mr. Trevelyan: Orders given for the
employment
of Admiralty steamers in the conveyance of meal to Ireland and Scotland
Treasury Minute on the above : Sir R. Routh and Sir E. Coffin to be

formed
Sir

:

.........

in-

i

R. Routh

to Lieut.-Colonel Douglas: The causes which impede
improvement in
Ireland are deep-seated and complicated; the first object is to obtain
seed for
the land ; temporary hospitals should be provided for fever cases
.

The Same

Mr. Trevelyan

«

.

With additional instructions to Committees in regard
to an increase of donations in certain localities, and copy of his
letter to°Assistant Commissary-General Bishop, desiring him to make inquiry
into the state
of distress in the western parts of county Cork
to

The Same

:

......

to the Same
With weekly return of Commissariat depots, and statement
of donations and sums subscribed
:

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R. Routh
Asking to be informed of the available store-room
at the depot, and the relative urgency of the demand for filling them
on Mr.
;
Mansel of Tervoe’s application for flax-seed
:

The Same to the Same Enclosing
at Dunglow and Tralee
:

$

copies of letters representing the want of food

The Same

to the Same : The places of Assistant Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland might be supplied, if they were employed as Inspecting Officers

Routh to Mr. Trevelyan As to not providing relief in the eastern district of
Ireland; with enclosure from Lieut.-Colonel Jones, stating the impossibility
of
to distribute relief otherwise than by employ-

Sir R.

:

the Board of Works undertaking
ment on the Public Works

.........

Abstract of Correspondence relating

December
SirR. Routh

Relief Commission business from 10th to 12th

to

„

431

to Mr. Trevelyan
With copy of his letter to Commissary-General
Hewetson, instructing him to take immediate steps to afford relief in county
Clare, by the establishment of soup-kitchens
:

......
.....

Mr. N. Cummins

to Mr. Trevelyan : Great distress prevails in the western
portion
of .Cork county ; several cargoes of Indian com have .'arrived at Cork, but
no
impression has been made on the market prices

Commissary-General Hewetson

to Mr. Trevelyan: English and Irish houses are
said to be making large profits by their corn dealings with the
United States
impressing on Committees the necessity of making strenuous exertions
to
provide food ; it is important to supply the people with seed
is

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Commissary-General Hewetson: In reply

to the foregoing,

ing that high prices are a necessary consequence of the scarcity of food

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh
bation of his exertions

The Same

to

Mr. Labouchere

:

:

With an expression of Lord John

show-

.

.

Russell’s appro-

is

of making proportional additions to subhighly approved
.
.
.
.
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Date

.........

R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan: There
depots during the winter months

Sir

is

-

a difficulty of slocking

Page

1846

the northern

81 Dec.

to Sir R. Routh: Approving of his instructions to CommissaryGeneral Ilewetson and Assistant Commissary-General Bishop ; the system of
soup kitchens to be applied to every part of Ireland where severe destitution

441

Mr. Trevelyan

exists
•

1847
1

Memorandum by Mr.

Trevelyan

:

The Government depfits are
them into the

to Sir

Routh

Destination of cargoes

:

interior

.

.

.

442

on the sea

chiefly

coast; showing the inexpediency of extending

Mr. Trevelyan

Jan.

.

.

.

„

„

„

.

.

„

„

443

The Same to the Same: On the same subject; asking for information required by
the London Committee
The Same lo the Same Respecting prices to be charged at the Government depfits
Deputy Commissary-General Dobree to Mr. Trevelyan From the high price of food
:

2

„

„

„

„

„

444

„

>,

„
,,

:

neighbourhood of Sligo the poor are restricted to one meal a-day, the
poor-houses are overflowing, and there is much diarrhoea and dysentery, and an
unusual degree of mortality ; is doing his best to establish soup kitchens
in the

.

R. Routh

Sir

lity,

Mr. Trevelyan: Applying
soup kitchens

to

for the

for

peas and beans, not of the

first

.

qua-

..............
..........

Abstract of Correspondence relating to Relief Commission business, from 14th to

16th December

„

Captain Hill to Mr. Trevelyan : Detailing an outrage at Mr. Lloyd’s house, near
Ivilmeady, County Limerick; the Relief Works are sought after by all classes,
and cultivation is neglected

447

....

448

Sir

R. Routh

Mr. Trevelyan

to

As

:

to available store-room

the proportional increase of donations

is

working

;

destination of cargoes

its effect

Commissariat Clerk Robyns to Mr. Trevelyan Peaceable state of neighbourhood
of Bunbeg; demand for meal; exhaustion of food; threshing of grain for
food instead of saving it for rents and seed ; little importation of food
formation of Relief Committees ; encouragement to sow other crops than
:

.............
;

potatoes

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Sir

R, Routh

Authority for grant of

:

.....

sums equal

subscriptions for any locality, from whatever source
Sir

in

amount

449

lo

450

Mr. Trevelyan: Number of depots for food in existence; sickness
at Skibbereen from sudden change from hunger to abundance; instructions to
Captain Bellew in inspecting Roscommon; memorandum to Commissary-

R. Routh

to

General Hewetson respecting subscriptions

....

soup, &c.

for

With Address of British Association for the relief of
to Sir George Grey
extreme distress in the remote parishes of Ireland and Scotland, and
requesting Government aid, &c., to prevent mis-application of its funds .

Mr. Haly

:

the

Sir

......

R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan Weekly return of Commissariat depots, and
ment of amount of donation and subscriptions
:

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

to

state-

...........

R. Routh: Mr.

tion at Skibbereen

Mr. Trevelyan

Lord Morpeth

:

Hugh

to Mr. Trevelyan : Insufficiency of seed in Mayo ;
food ; exhaustion of food in Parsonstown, King’s County
tion of land

R. Routh

Mr. Trevelyan

The Same
Sir

W.

455

R. Routh: Arrangements

Same

:

for’

;

shipment of food

457

............
:

Readiness

to aid

the intentions of Association for

Reported state of Skibbereen
R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan
opened incomes of proprietors ; use of rye bread
:

;

soup kitchens

458

;

Treasury Minute: Directing effectual relief in neighbourhood of Skibbereen
ing names of principal landowners and amounts of their subscriptions

Commissary-General Hewelson

;

requir-

459

Report of Captain Munn’s
Clare; establishment of soup houses ; aid required

to

Mr. Trevelyan

........
............
...........
:

inspection at Ennistimon, in
at Kilteely ; inactivity of landlords
Sir

to Mr. Trevelyan : Popularity of soup system ; subscriptions by Committees; prices of supplies to the poor; letter from Lord Ross describing state
of the country

R. Routh

Mr. Haly

to

Mr. Trevelyan

:

With blank forms of

application for relief from

British Association
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respecting remarks on pasture system and emigration

Somerville to Mr. Haly

relief of distress

Sir

consumption for
neglect of cultiva-

its

.............

to Sir

to the

454

the Geological

Survey, as Inspecting Officer of Relief Committees
Sir

453

Parker's report of the state of popula-

Employment of Mr. Trimmer, of
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CONTENTS.
Treasury Minute
application

Routh

Sir R.

.........
:

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Routh

Instructions to Sir R.

be pursued for

its

for distribution of these

......
.....

Report of great destitution

:

relief

at Kilteely

:

forms of
course to

Treasury Minute thereon Requiring report of landowners and applications
them; relief from British Association
:

to

Routh to Mr. Trevelyan : With Captain Mann’s report of state
of Clare • reestablishment of depfit at Clare Castle .
Treasury Minute thereon : Approving of measures for relief, and
advising
° a
dockyard lighter, ordered to be attached to the Limerick depdt
.

Sir R.

Sir

........

R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan
complying therewith

Application for supply of seed for Sligo; policy of
J

:

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh British Association to purchase soup
cauldrons and
Ordnance pork; requiring lists of landowners and subscriptions at
Skibbereen
and Schull ; Government aid not to be expected in providing seed
:

The Same

Same: Prices of provisions to be issued from Government depdts
statement of Belgium Government as to Government
interference

to the

official

The Same

to

Malta)

all

!

Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson : directions to purchase
(at
corn necessary to keep the Admiralty mills at full
work

......

Routh to Mr. Trevelyan: Weekly return of Commissariat
depots and of
amount of donations and subscriptions

Sir R.

The Same

to the

Same: Report of Assistant Commissary-General
Maam, and Cong

relief appropriated to Skibbereen,

The Same

In°-lis

.

.

and statins
b
.

Same: First Report of Assistant Commissary- General Bishop
from South-West coast of Cork; establishment of central depots
for relief of its
Long Island; shipment of provisions by London Association
to the

distress at

to

Clonakilty

Treasury Minute thereon: Approving of measures for
relief in the" Skibbereen district; floating depdt to be established at Long Island
.
R. Routh

Sir

Mr. Trevelyan: Deputy Assistant Commissary-General
Trimmer’s
report of state of Galway; directions to arouse the
activity of the Galway Comto

J

mittee

The Same

to the Same : Statement of present duties
of his establishment, showing
the depots now and to be established
early period of sales of food
;
establish;

ment of soup kitchens ; close of Baltic, Black Sea, and American
canals;
apprehended relaxation of Committees ; number of Committees;
prices of "rain ’
&c., and extensive failure of potatoes
“

Memorandum

:

Showing

Instructions for formation

means of providing cheap food
and guidance of Committees for relief of

the

distress

Returns of Commissariat depdts aud of donations and subscriptions

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Commissary-General Hewetson
Committees

:

Approving of Captain Mann’s

services in rousing Relief

Mr. Hill to Commissary-General Hewetson Relief opened
for seven parishes in the
Cork agency, being supplied from the depfit
:

Treasury Minute: Directions given to Admiral Sir II. Pigot
to render assistance to
the British Association in use of store-rooms, ships,
&c. ; Treasury to pay the
freight of any supplies sent by the Committee
to Ireland or Scotland
Sir

IL Routh

.....

to Mr. Trevelyan: With two further reports
of Assistant CommissaryGeneral Bishop respecting South-West coast of Cork

Commissary-General Hewetson

to

with supplies to the trade;

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.
steamers to Ireland

The Same

to

Mr. Trevelyan

employment of

Arrival of vessels in the
the Irish and its effects .
:

....’..

Routh: Arrangements
and Scotland

Captain Hamilton

The Same

:

The same

for carrying food

in

Shannon
.

.

]

Her Majesty's
y

subject

to Sir R. Routh
With two propositions from the Admiralty, as to
mixture of peas with meal, and employment of Government
warehouses in the
manufacture of biscuit

Mr. Haly

:

Mr. Trevelyan Grant by Peninsular and Oriental Steam
Navigation
of the “ Royal Tar,” for conveyance of provisions
to Cork
Treasury Minute thereon: For food sent by British
Association to be stored
in Government magazines at the disposal
of the agent
to

:

Company

Mr. Trevelyan
merchants
Sir
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image
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Attack against Liverpool and other

Routh to Mr. Trevelyan
Distress of inhabitants of Castletown Berehaven,
belonging to a mining society for copper at Tenby,
South Wales
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Date
sufficient for

1847

and prices
Two further reports from Assistant Commissary-General
South-West coast of Cork; and report from him in answer
G. Grey by Dr. Newman and the Rev. Charles Caul-

19 Jan.

Mr. Trevelyan

Sir R. Roulli to

:

Approving of use of peas; depots

public- advantage; periods of their being opened,

The Same

to

the

Bishop on

Same

state, of

.

.

.

.

Page

502

:

to representations to Sir

respecting poor-houses, graves, diseases, &c., in the district of Skibbereen, &c.

field,

Treasury Minute

Mr. Trevelyan

:

Directions as to mixture of peas with meal and baking of biscuit

to Sir

R. Routh

:

Supply of boilers

Return of Her Majesty’s ships, &c., employed

.

.

in the service

.

.

.

.

.

22

„

„
504

23

„

505

of provisioning Ireland

506

and Scotland

......

Return of purchases, through agency of Mr. Eriehsen, of Indian corn* Indian corn
meal, and barley meal, barley, wheat, peas, &c.
Return of purchases

at

Malta

.

.

Return of supplies furnished from naval

Return of

biscuit furnished

.

•

.

stores at Deptford

General recapitulation of supplies provided by Government
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COMMISSARIAT.
Approximate

WEIGHTS

and

MEASURES

England

used in the Public

as

Departments

in

for purposes of conversion.

Wheat.
I

bushel

5 bushels
8 do.

40 bushels

=

601bs

(average).

= sack
= 3001bs.
=1 quarter = 4801bs.
= 5 quarters = 24001bs. =
1

1'iWV

ton.

Flour.
1

=112

cwt.

lbs.

1

barrel

2

do.

= 392 lbs. = quarter of wheat.
= 2240 lbs. = 1 ton = 5'VvVV quarters of wheat.
(American) = ]961bs.
= 392
= quarter of wheat.

sack

=

3£ do.
20 do.

1

1

lbs.

*

1 T 0 sack
8 sacks

280

1

lbs.

= 392 lbs. = quarter of wheat.
= ton = 2240 lbs. = 5
quarters
1

1

•

American Indian
1

bushel ’=

=
=
=

5 do.
8 do.

40 do.

of wheat.

Com and Meal.

56 lbs.
280 lbs.
1
sack.
448 lbs. == 1 -f sack
2240 lbs.
8
sacks

=

=

=

1

quarter.

= 5 quarters =

1 ton.

European Indian Com.
1

bushel

WEIGHTS
1

stone

14 do.
16 do.
18 do.

20

do.

=

=

GOlbs. (average).

and

MEASURES

applicable to Ireland.

141bs.

= 1961bs. =
= 2241bs. =
= 2521bs. =
= 2801bs. =

1 barrel of flour
1 do.
1

of barley

or oats.

=

1

bag of flour

or oatmeal.

do. of oatmeal.

1 do. of

or
*

See wheat.

wheat, rye, beans, peas, and potatoes.*
sack of flour or oatmeal.

1

This varies in different counties from 21 to 24 stone gross weight of potatoes.

—

Note An imperial bushel of fine wheat will weigh 63lbs., whilst much of the inferior sorts will no 1
exceed 53lbs. Fine oats will weigh 42lbs. ordinary oats only 3Glbs. per imperial bushel. Fine barley
weighs 55lbs., good 52lbs., and ordinary 48lbs. per imperial bushel. Five quarters of wheat, at 63!bs. to the
bushel, are equal to nine barrels of 20 stone each. A quarter of wheat may be taken at 480lbs. on an
average, a quarter of barley at 400lbs., and a quarter of oats at 320lbs.
Four cwt., or 44falbs., are equal to
one Irish load of hay or straw.
.

;

A
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the Depots established in Ireland, for the
the failure of the Potato Crop in 1845, and

Statement of the Dates of the opening and closing
Supply of Provisions to the Destitute, consequent on
showing the quantities Issued.

Pounds Issued of

When Opened.

Depots with Dependencies.

When

....
....

Banagher
Kilrush

,,

....

(Occasional from

11th

,

26th

.

.

23rd ,,

Clare Castle
Killaloe

10th

.

21th June

Corkt
(Fully opened

20th

10,221,418

,,
,

,

,

15th

,

29th

,

31st

,

1th

22nd

.

, ,

Not

20th April

May

4th

.

1,152,314

6,120

6,720

1,247,186

415,946

2,884

, ,

closed

Ditto

.

1,542,648

99,855

4,119

j

.

j
1

.

. j

3,451

Westport and Dependencies

21th April

1

3th June
Relief Committees

[

, ,

31st August

1,410,227

Not

1,356,461

348,292

116,461

48,426

24th April to!
Coast-Guard

f

,

, ,

Longford

25tli

,

Dublin

closed

.

•j

.

May.

31st August

8th

, ,

.

15th

,

21th

,,

.

28th

, ,

.

28th

,

|

,

Athy
Tullamore

161,501

,

•

Oughterard

Sligo

Biscuit.

:j

May.

June

1st

......
Coast-Guard

3lst

31st

20th July.

Carrick on Suir

Cliffden

61,200

Oatmeal.

,

31st

31st

11th April

.

....

Dungarvon

Galway

Indian Com
Meal.

21th February!

.

Waterford

Clonmel

Indian

20th August

3rd April

Limerick

Closed.

....

Dundalk and Dependencies.

8th June

15th

.

,,

28th July

1,439,452

1

96,088

]

,

153,881

.

25,969,511

61,200

1,182,828 13,183

Recapitulation.
Tons.

lbs.

Indian
Indian

Oatmeal
Biscuit

Dublin Castle November
,

9,

.

.

.

.

.

.
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0
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3

24
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Resolutions of Grand Jury of the City of Cork.

Resolved Unanimously,
Tliat the sincere and grateful acknowledgments of the grand jury
of the
city of Cork be respectfully presented to the Right Honourable
Sir Robert Peel
and the members of Her Majesty’s late government, for the timely and judicious
aid afforded to the distressed population of Ireland, during a
period when the
deficiency of their ordinary food threatened them with serious
privations, but
which the wise arrangements of the Government, aided by the generous contributions of our benevolent fellow-citizens, and other charitable
individuals, have,
under Providence happily averted, and the beneficial effects of which may
be
traced in the diminution of disease, the lightness of the criminal
calendar, and

the peaceful demeanour of the people.

Resolved,

That having too much reason to apprehend a similar cause for the active
agency of the Government during the ensuing year, we would respectfully direct
the attention of Her Majesty’s present ministers to the impending calamity,
and
respectfully suggest that extensive employment for the labouring
classes, by the
construction of useful public works, is the means best adapted to alleviate
that
privation and distress which must otherwise inevitably follow a deficiency
in their

ordinary food.

Resolved,
That copies of the foregoing Resolutions be forwarded by the foreman to
the Right Honourable Sir Robert Peel and Lord John Russell.
Signed for
City

self

and

fellows,

THOMAS

„

Grand Jury Room,

S.

REEVES.

Cork, July 25th, 1846.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

August

^

7, 1846.

Write
Mr. Reeves, acknowledging the receipt of these Resolutions, and
him that the attention of Her Majesty’s Government is anxiously directed
.

state of Ireland.

Mr. Haliday

to the

Lords

assure
to the

of the Treasury.

Chamber of Commerce of Dublin,
August 4, 1816.

Reports being prevalent of the appearance of disease in the potato crop of
I am directed by the Chamber of Commerce of Dublin, to solicit to be
informed whether Her Majesty’s Government intend to continue to import into
Ireland Indian corn or other provisions ; as an early intimation of the intentions
this year,

Government may influence the operations of merchants engaged

of

might engage

in,

Treasury Minute
to the

or

who

on the above.

August
Write

in,

the importation of foreign corn.

Chamber

of

Commerce, Dublin, that

11, 1846.

their Lordships have the

important subject of their communication under their careful consideration,
result of their deliberations will shortly be publicly announced.

Rev.

Theobald Mathew

to

and the

Mr. Trevelyan.
Cork, August 7, 1846.

It is not on matters personal to myself I now take the liberty to address
you, yet my heart is so lull of your unmerited kindness, I cannot commence the
subject without repeating my most grateful thanks for your goodness to my orphan
nephew.
I

am

well aware of the deep solicitude you

felt for

our destitute people, and your
2
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arduous exertions to preserve them from the calamitous effects of the destruction of
Complete success lias crowned your efforts. Famine
the potato crop last season.
would have desolated this unhappy country were it not for your wise precautions.
Divine Providence, in its inscrutable ways, has again poured out upon us the viol
blot more destructive than the simoon of the desert has passed
of its wrath.
over the land, and the hopes of the poor potato cultivators are totally blighted, and
the food of a Avhole nation has perished. On the 27th of last month I passed from
Cork to Dublin, and this doomed plant bloomed in all the luxuriance of an abundant harvest. Returning on the 3rd instant, I beheld, with sorrow, one wide
waste of putrifying vegetation. In many places the wretched people were seated
on the fences of their decaying gardens, wringing their hands and wailing bitterly

A

the destruction that had left

them

foodless.

this tale
It is not to harrow your benevolent feelings, dear Mr. Trevelyan, I tell
No, but to excite your sympathy in behalf of our miserable peasantry.
endeavouring to
It is rumoured that the capitalists in the corn and flour trade are
induce Government not to protect the people from famine, but to leave them
The genI consider this a cruel and unjustifiable interference.
at their mercy.
tlemen of the trade have nothing to do with Indian corn; it is, I may say, a creation of the Government, a new article of food, wisely introduced for the preserInsidious efforts were even made
vation and amelioration of the people of Ireland.
Thank God they were in vain, and
to prejudice the people against this new food.
hourly invoked on the
it is now a favourite diet ; and ten thousand blessings are
heads of the benefactors who saved the miserable from perishing.
I am well aware of the vast expenditure incurred in providing Indian meal as a
substitute for the potato, but I humbly suggest a cheaper and more simple plan. I

of woe.

have already laid it before Mr. Redington, our excellent Under Secretary. If Government would purchase in America, and lay up in stores in the several sea-ports
in Ireland, a supply of Indian corn, unground, and sell it at first cost to all who

would purchase it 'in small quantities, it would be soon bought up by country
millers and farmers, and the unholy hopes of the corn speculators and flour factors, who are gloating over the ruin that has overwhelmed the potato crop, would
be completely frustrated. From the vast water-power in Ireland we have grinding
mills in every part of the country, and there are, besides, in every townsland two or
In numerous cases, too, the grain
three of the ancient hand-mills called quearns.
would not be ground, but shelled and boiled whole, and is in that way a whole-

some and palatable

food, called

by the Americans homminy. This plan would be
cent., and would be more satisfac-

a saving to Government of more than cent, per
tory to the people.

I fear, dear sir, I am fatiguing you by these details, but I am so unhappy at the
prospect before us, and so horror-struck by the apprehension of our destitute
people falling into the ruthless hands of the corn and flour traders, that I risk
becoming troublesome rather than not lay my humble opinions before you.
I earnestly entreat of you to look with compassion on the poor of this country,
and to exert your justly powerful influence to save them from unutterable wretchedness.

Sir R.

Routh to Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle,

Dublin, August 11, 1846.

I went this morning about eight miles on the Drogheda Railway to
examine about a dozen potato fields. The greater number of these fields were, a
week ago, in the highest possible condition, and some of them even last Sunday
were untouched ; this being Tuesday. I saw it, therefore, in all its stages. I
allude to the late crop only. The first appearance is a little brown spot on the leaf,
which is hardly perceptible, and which gradually increases in number, and then
affects the stem, assuming by degrees a darker colour until it presents to you an
appearance as if it had been burnt. The stem snaps off immediately it is touched,
and is quite brittle. On examining the potato it was not larger than a marble,
Alter this blight has seized the leaves and
varying from that to a pigeon’s egg.
stem, it communicates with the potato, which ceases to grow, and the whole plant
above ground withers away rapidly. In some instances the diseased potato throws
out a fibre, and at the end of it a small potato about the size of a pea, and a corresponding germ above ground ; but there is no further growth in the plant, and
all
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week the whole process is accomplished.
whether the disease begins in the potatoes or in the plant.
nothing certain or positive, though the opinion is that the plant is first
attacked.
The only part of the country in which l have not heard of the presence
of the disease is in some parts of the north, but the plant is there not so much
advanced. Another fortnight will determine the question everywhere.
All the small potatoes I saw where the plant was touched 1 found diseased and
;
the smell of decomposed or decomposing vegetable matter is undeniable.
In less than a

It is impossible to say

There

is

Captain

Perceval

to Sir R.

Routh.
Westport, August 11, 184(>.

I

yesterday had an opportunity

of visiting the district round Louisburg,

which may be considered as the principal source ol supply for potatoes in this district, and which made me anxious to ascertain the state of
the crops there, before
reporting to you generally on the subject.
Between this and Louisburg, a distance of 11 Irish miles, every crop is more
or less blighted, and most are withered and blackened beyond hope of
recovery.
At Louisburg, their appearance is rather worse than round Westport, and the
stalks have more generally withered away, and judging from the
external appearance nothing can lie worse ; but I also examined the state of the tubers, in
several
plots where the people were digging them up, and I found, in many
ins ..-pes, that
the potato itself still continued sound, though under a perfectly blacken
ed.^talk,.
whilst in others the tubers were quite rotten.
'

This would appear to depend

entirely

on the description of seed; for in the same

piece of ground,

and under similar treatment, I saw sound specimens of the red
potato, called “ Peelers,” and some of the white kind completely
rotten, whilst
others, also white, but of a different sort, were sound as the red.
These facts lead me to hope, that there may yet remain a considerable
quantity

which

will not decay, though at present it is too soon to form a
decided opinion,
for the full effects of the last blast may not yet have developed
themselves.
I he oat crop is looking well, and should the failure of the potatoes
be as complete as many anticipate, it will go some way as a substitute
but the rents cannot
;
then be paid, and the landlord will do well to prepare in time for a
great falling
off in their next receipts.

Altogether the prospect is a gloomy one; yet it is surprising
peasantry look forward to the sufferings they anticipate.

how

cheerfully the

Bad as the appearance of the crops are in this district, I hear from Lieutenant
Dawson and others, that in Erris the failure is far more complete, and that the oats
there are also very indifferent.
From Achil the reports are almost as bad, and the
same may be

said of the Clifden district, including Botin

Captain

Pole

to

and Innisturk.

Mr. Trevelyan.
Banagher, August 11 1846
,

The
has been

many

.

decline and conclusion of such a system of State relief as that which
for four months in active existence, will afford to the careful observer

now

judgment may be formed of the amount of distress which
has been averted from, and the evils, if any, which have been engendered among,
the people in whose behalf it was introduced.
The demand for meal, though it still continues, has much diminished. The
signs from which a

causes may be easily traced the purses of committees are exhausted ; that is the
chief reason
committees no longer draw so plentifully. Many of them have sent
in to me their last pound, sighing that it is their last ; and a donation from the
:

—

Castle,

which

was

lately ordered to pay,

was sent to the committee in meal by
Committees which are rich in funds still continue their
requisitions; for instance, the Parsonstown (Lord Rosse), which, the latest to
come into the field of relief, is the hist to relinquish it. They have funds, and they
draw large quantities of meal still. Another cause is, that the poor are consuming
their first crop of potatoes, whatever portion of it is sound
and I wish I could
publish an edict among them, warning them to dig them and consume them as fast
as possible, to secure them from any ill effects which may arise from blackened

me

I

at their request.

;
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Another cause is, that
stalks and spotted stems, wherever these fatal signs exist.
the coarser kinds of rneal are coining into the market, the harvest being early and
In short, was the potato crop, as far as it is matured, unblegenerally abundant.
mished, and not a source of great anxiety, all parties who have been interested in
the safety of the poor would now cheerfully relinquish their exertions in behalf of
and leave them to the resources on which they have usually depended.
I have had evidence lately of the wisdom of staying the present proceedings, even
if it became necessary to adopt similar ones in future ; I mean with reference to the
I do not think the upper classes of this
gentry and upper classes subscribing.
country would subscribe to avert an anticipated evil. 1 think the pressure upon the
lower orders must manifest itself distinctly before they would renew their subscriptions; or in other words, I think property must be endangered before property
The trial has been made in my
will help the State in a measure of security.
a committee, anxious to renew its efforts in favour of the poor went
vicinity
;

;

The cloud which
round for subscriptions, and scarce any one subscribed.
threatened is gone; they must be let alone until the horizon is again darkened. All
this is very natural; and it makes the relinquishment of the State provision also
more

natural.

I have lately received a visit from Commissary-General Coffin, and received all
By the end of this week I
necessary instructions for closing the depot here.
shall have ascertained exactly what residue of meal will be found in this depot; by
same time I shall also receive instructions as to its disposal. CommissaryGenera VCfffin is intent upon that which is most desirable, some plan whereby
stock.
I shall be
all
of
the
remaining
possible,
the
benefit
the poo'tyfAtty derive, if
lathe
dQH-^trted to spread it around so that that object may be accomplished,
Lands of the dealers it will become comparatively useless to the poor.
The early potato crop is now coming into use generally: it is much damaged,
and will not, I fear, increase any more in bulk. But the late crop, the wimer’s
stock and the spring’s hope, that crop, the past deficiency in which a careful State

the

provision has supplied,

is

in a state of mysterious blackness.

I

have examined

many fields darkened by this blight no common rule can be devised respecting it.
Under some of the stalks thus blackened the fruit is in abortion under some cor;

;

under some apparently sound, but small. Whether this crop icill continue to
grow is still a problem. Last year, the late crop was large in the fruit beiore the
blight fell upon it ; it is now smitten in its youth. “ Hopelessly lost,” is an expression made use of by a clergyman writing to me from Tipperary this morning, and
rupt

;

speaking of the

late crop.

Should the late crop fail, I think the confidence of the poor will be shaken in
I inquired of an intelligent man SO years of age, what food the poor
depended on when he was a boy. His reply was, “ When I was a boy, the poor
they planted peas, and peas keep better than
planted scarcely any potatoes
This is worthy of remembrance now.
potatoes, and are more nutritious food.”
the potato.

;

Mr.

White

to Assistant

Commissary-General

Wood.

Galway, August 11, 1846.

Having been several days lately along the coast of the county Clare,
and the western parts of this bay, as well as in the neighbourhood of Galway,
I consider it my duty to acquaint you of the unfavourable state of the potato
crop the rapid disease which has taken place within the last iveelc, the stalks and
leaves are turned perfectly black, a large quantity of the potatoes are diseased, and
;

a portion perfectly rotten ; this 1 state from personal observation.
I am therefore clearly of opinion that the scarcity of the potato last year will be
nothing compared with this, and that too several months earlier.
Last year the disease did not take place until the potatoes were ripe, this year
the disease has taken place long before the potato has
quently there will be an awful scarcity of seed.

come

to

its

maturity, conse-

The peasantry are so alarmed at the progress of the disease, that they are giving
unheard of prices for young pigs, and you may see loads of diseased potatoes selling
for
I

2 d. a stone.
have again been

in the county Clare

and

coast,

gressing.
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Mr. Moore

to the

7

Inspector-Generae of the Coast Guard.

Luchrus, Ardara, August 13, 1S46.
inform you, that in order to keep some
meal on hand until I
received an answer-to my letters of the
31st July, No. 41, 4th August, No. 45
and 6 l August, No. 46, to which I beg to call your
particular attention, I conlined the sale to one stone to each person, and
selling every other day; we have this
day sold the last grain, having sold nine sacks in stones
and half-stones, and could
we give it to the people as they called for it, in large quantities,
100 tons and more
would have been sold.
To give some idea of the state of the country,
the man
with a large farm is as badly off. or worse, than
the man who had no potatoes set,
fiom
beg
I

beo

to

the tota loss.

I

further to state, that the people are applying
to

me

to take money irom them to send
for meal, tendering sums from 107
down to os.
this is all for the support of their
families, and those persons,
you will observe, are all that would he called comfortable
farmers.
importation can be expected into tins part of the country,
so we must trust to the Govern-

constantly

Now

No

ment, who, it they do not send an immediate
and ample supply, will find- my
statements confirmed with a vengeance.
Captain Nesbit has just called and requested me to press for assistance; there are no
public works to'be looked for here
anil as for the poor-house you must
put in the entire population, place food within
their reach so that they can get it to
purchase as long as their money lasts, and
1
when
out they

may

die.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.

Treasury, August 14, 1846.
f iance, l° r of l ^ie
Exchequer desires me to mention to you his wish,
,,
if J' not
thatf you^should
take any steps to dispose of the remains
of our Relief Stores,
merely for the sake of getting rid
and when we meet in London, we will
of them
settle what is proper to be clone on
this, and every other point which requires
a

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, August 13, 1846.
I HAVE the honour to report to you for
the information of the Right Hon
Cords Commissioners ot Her Majesty's Treasury,
that on the 5th August in
consequence of the sudden influx of the
early potatoes into all the markets, particularly on the west coast of Ireland,
and the effect produced by it on all species
ot provisions, anil having in view
the necessity of affording to the District Committees an opportunity oi purchasing
the Indian corn meal at a cheaper rate, so
as to prevent the premature digging
up and sale of their staple food, I reduced
the price of the Indian corn meal,
from that date up to the 15th instant, inclusive,
P<!r
1 reg ' et *° Say tkat the ° bject of this ‘'eduction has

my

a

1™ ether foiled
Tk ?

^^

d P™g‘ess of the disease in the potato and the fear
of its further detestronger motive and the desire to realize something
before that
„ f
something shall
be utterly lost, still continues to force the potatoes at
very reduced
1Dt0 the market’ a " d occasions a
great diminution in the demands on our
stores

™

ra

l’I

rat '°.n °

;

This temporary reduction of price was ordered
at the following points,—

Limerick Depfit.

Galway Depot.
Westport Depot.

The current

Sligo Depot.
Atny and dependencies.
Tullamore.

rate at the two latter, being 81. 10s. to
to those depots.

97.,

and

all

countermanded

further supply

There is every reason, however, to believe that
the effect of these premature
sales of potatoes, applicable
only to the early crop, will be very transient.
10111
^est opinions that can be collected, and all from personal
observation,
andy by parties bolding high situations under the
Government, the nearest estimate
that can be now formed
computes at about three-fourths the loss of the late crop,
nnd as the cost of cultivation for an acre of
potatoes averages from 71. to 10/., it is
impossible for the people to continue this losing
experiment, and the change to a
1
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abandonment of the conacre system
higher food will probably bring about the
day labour on wages ; but
and of the small farms, and lead to the introduction of
distress must be
whatever advantage this may present hereafter, a great deal of
.
passed thrbugh before it is accomplished.
,
almost suspended, bu
In the meanwhile, our sales have been for the moment
stores to find a ready
they may from day to day be expected to be resumed, and our
only means o
the
offers
plan
sale at the former price of 10/. per ton; and this
step that
a
question,
as
the
out
of
is
auction
public
for
disposing of these remains,
could not compete,
would depreciate the character of the supply, at which the poor
ot
the whole at some insignificant price into the hands
and which would transfer
dealers, who would retail it

at an extravagant profit.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

August 21, 1846.
tlieir desire to be
Write to Sir R. Routli that my Lords have already caused
Indian meal and other
intimated to him, that no portion of the remaining store of
Ireland should be sold merely
food under the charge of the Commissariat Officers in
for the purpose of disposing of it.
„ Routh
„
that the
Sir
R.
to
stated
Their Lordships now direct that it may be
sold at a lower price than
Indian corn meal ought, under no circumstances, to be
that price, except in cases in
10/ a ton, and that it should not be sold even at
reasonable
that -food cannot be procured from other sources at

which

it is

certain

P1

Government should be sold only
IiTlike manner, the oatmeal belonging to the
the same condition.
at proportionally higher rates, and subject to
instructions to the officers
Their Lordships desire that Sir R. Routh will issue
......
in charge of all the depots accordingly.
concentrate at the following
Sir R. Routh will also take the necessary steps to
supplies of food belongin
depots at the earliest practicable period all the remaining
to the Government in Ireland.
.

mg

In the interior,
Longford,
Bauaglier.

On

the coast.

Limerick,
Galway,
Westport,
Sligo.

remaining
Commissary-General Hewetson is to be instructed to transfer the
Limerick, in the charge of which depot
quantity in store in the depfit at Cork to
who will remain for the present on
he will relieve Commissary-General Coffin,
employed hereafter as the occasion may require.
full pay with a view to his being
under the charge of the constabulary, will probably here-

Subordinate depots,
the western coast, as the necessity
have to he established at other places on
become apparent in each case.
for taking such a precaution may
Redington for the Lord
Transmit a copy of this Letter and Minute to Mr.
Lieutenant’s information.
after

Captain

Perceval

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
August 14, 1846.

The

paper you have sent

me

well

is

drawn up, and

rests

on sound

pi in-

C>P e
of the money spent on the public
i approve of the proposal, that the whole
effectual stop that can be
works should be repaid by the counties it is the only
;

put to the plundering and scheming

applications

which have disgraced the country

_

this season.

_

x.

.

of adopting the Poor Law valuation, as that on
I also think well of the proposal
which the rate for these works should be levied.
weie
There was a very general feeling on the part of the peasantry, that they
the shape
working for wages which some, if not all of them, would have to pay in
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of cess, and I have no doubt that this feeling very

9

much helped

the inclination to

idle, and to do as little as possible for their own money, as they considered it.
I do hope that you will adopt my suggestion as to letting the works out as .job
work; nothing else will ever prevail on the men to work as they should ; and when
they each find that they must give a fair day’s work for their wages, it would act as

he

a

test of real

want, as the independent idler will lose the temptation of receiving pay

for doing next to nothing.
,

you have yet acted on it it might have been done at once.
adopt some improved system of payment, the just complaints of artwo and three weeks being often due; a weekly system of
payment ought to be insured.
Mr. Livingstone, a merchant of this town, is now unloading a vessel from Galatz,
in Wallachia.
He has about 200 tons of the corn on board other cargoes are
I don’t hear that

You must

rears being very loud

;

—

;

expected here.
I hear that they are advising the people about Clanmorris to pay no rents. The
people naturally look to their oats and other grain as a substitute for their potatoes,
and if they are compelled to consume them, where is the rent to come from ?
I anticipate that the pinch will be felt most as between landlord and tenant
the only refuge they will have will be in abundance of work ; and if well managed,
and generally distributed, and supplies of cheap provisions are at hand, the pressure
may be got over with tolerable success.
I will send the specimens of diseased potatoes in a day or two.

|

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin Castle, August 14, 1846.

j

the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of the
have given to Assistant Commissary-General Lister to proceed
to the West Coast for the purpose of inspecting and settling the Coast Guard
accounts and stores.
I

have

my Lords

Honourable

instructions I

Enclosure.
Sir

R. Routh

to

Mr. Lister.
Dublin

Castle,

August

14,

1846.

the honour to acquaint you that I have instructed Deputy Commissary-General
Dublin to relieve you in the charge of this station.
have transferred your duties to Deputy Commissary- General Dobree,
I request you will proceed by the Galway mail to Clifden, and inspect the Coast Guard stations
on that coast, at which the Indian corn-meal belonging to Government is deposited.
You will judge from the demand at each, whether it would be prudent to collect these stores
at one or two of the posts ; or, if they are likely soon to be disposed of, to leave them where
they now are, as our object is to effect this disposal with due attention to convenience
I

Dobree

have

to repair to

As soon

and

as you

efficiency at

an early date.
should belong rather to the transport than to the detail of

The Coast Guard duty

issue,

as they receive no remuneration.
You will consvdt Captain Helpman, and consider in your own mind whether it will or will
not be better to place a constable at the two largest depots of Roundstone and Clifden, making
arrangements for the speedy sale at the other depots, or transferring their contents to one of the
former, and f akin o' care, to avoid unnecessary expense.
The principal Coast Guard’depot on the station is Manning Bay, in the immediate charge
of Lieutenant Stokes, a very active and zealous officer, and through whom the chief distribution passes, and you will make a point of seeing him and inspecting his stores.
You will make due observation and report on the conveniences for storing provisions
at Roundstone and Clifden, and the Rilleries, and other points on this coast, and the depth of
water and protection which they offer as a post, extending your remarks to any other details

worthy of report.

You will also inquire into the stores at Bofin and at Innisturk, and I believe that there is
no regular store at the former, which may require your consideration, but being islands, they
belong naturally to the Coast Guard superintendence.
You will inspect the accounts of Captain Helpman, and the demands payable by him, and
see that proper vouchers are obtained, and cause a final settlement to be made ot all pending
or other concerns, leaving the constables in charge, who will, report to Assistant CommissaryWood if you decide on this course.
From Clifden you will proceed to Westport, where you will afford such assistance as may
be required by Captain Perceval in the completion of his accounts.

General
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From tlience you will proceed to Belmullet, and visit the several Coast Guard stations in its
immediate neighbourhood, and which are supplied from that depot.
The same instructions apply to this part of the coast as to Clifden ; but I believe that the
demand at Belmullet is much greater and more constant, and there can he no objection to continue to those localities a supply from Westport until that depot shall be exhausted ; indeed it
would be desirable to diffuse as widely as possible the good to be derived from a general issue
of those remains.
Captain Perceval will give you a full account of the Coast Guard stations, and you will make
a point of seeing Captain Nugent who commands, and who is at Newport, from whom you will
derive much of the information you are now required to obtain, and which you will verify in
person as much as lies in your power.
I do not think it necessary for you to interfere with Captain Nugent, who is so constantly in
communication with Captain Perceval and the Westport depot, that it is unnecessary to make
any change; but you will do right to offer your assistance to Captain Nugent with reference
to his accounts, if it should be requisite.
As regards the relief of Lieutenant Dawson by the transfer of his duties to the constabulary,
you will observe that the latter arrangement placing the constable under the direct orders and
authority of the officer at Westport certainly facilitates our duty, and brings us more in contact
with it. I am informed that Lieutenant Dawson is full of zeal and exertion, and your taking
this step can never be supposed to throw the shadow of blame on him, but rather to take from
him a labour more onerous than it was intended to impose on him.
The principal Coast Guard stations dependent on Belmullet are

Bally glass,
Dulough,
Tulloghan, and

Dunkeehan
but the

latter

;

has usually been supplied from Sligo, for which communication

it

is

more

favourably situated.
You will be able to judge on inspection if these points may not be concentrated, for
the defect of the Coast Guard issue is the numerous points at which they have undertaken it
and though it might have been unavoidable, it can hardly now be necessary to continue it.
I leave you a discretionary power in this case to substitute or not the constabulary. The
service is near its close, and you will not unnecessarily make a change which is not required.
At Clitden it is understood that Captain Helpman wishes to be relieved, but even there I
leave to you the exercise of your judgment.
wish to terminate the service satisfactorily to all, but still to ensure that it shall be done
correctly, and that an accurate account shall be forthcoming of all our proceedings.

We

Treasury Minute on

the above.

August 26, 1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh that my Lords entirely approve of the instructions which
have been given by him to Assistant Commissary-General Lister.

Treasury Minute.
August

14, 1846.

Write to the Commissariat officer in charge in Jamaica that Deputy Assistant
Commissary-General Bishop being required for a particular service, their Lordships
desire that he will immediately apply to the Officer commanding for his authority
to relieve Mr. Bishop from his present duties
and that he will direct Mr. Bishop
to return to this country by the first opportunity, and issue to him the regulated
;

allowance to enable him to take his passage.
Also state that Mr. Wild is at liberty to employ such temporary assistance as
may be indispensably necessary for carrying on the service during Mr. Bishop’s
absence.

Treasury Minute.
August

18, 1846.

Write to the Commissary-General in Canada acquainting him that my
lor the assistance of several officers of the Commissariat for
a special service, they desire that he will relieve the following officers
Assistant

Lords having occasion

:

—

Commissary-General Adams, Assistant Commissary-General Milliken, DeputyAssistant Commissary-General R. Routh, Deputy- Assistant Commissary-General
Gem, and Deputy- Assistant Commissary-General M‘Culloch, at the earliest date at
which he can make the necessary arrangements for that purpose, and that he will

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

u

,

take the necessary steps for providing them
with passages to this country by
the
first opportunities that .may occur after
they have been respectively
relieved ' in!
structmg them to report themselves at this office
on their arrival in London
C °“
mSdf Uberty i8SUe t0 tl,eSe officers
advance of

“

tw“hs>^
My

Lords will direct Assistant Commissary-General
BaiW n„„,
Assistant Commissary-General L. Routh, and
Commissariat-Cierk Moore to proceed
0
h ce t0 J01n hlS establish “>“t and if, previously
;
to th’eh arrAaf
H find
fi
he should
it necessary to obtain
temporary assistance, in coLquence
of the
lecal of the officers now directed to
be withdrawn from Canada, their
Lordshins
authorize him to engage the services of such
persons as he may deem essential,
essential to
1
enable him to carry on the business under his
charge.

H A

£

r

?

,

Treasury Minute.
nr

r

August 21, 1846.

,

officers^h^C^
S

CoLhspGeneml BVkT

Assistant
t"
oored
present serving under his orders, to
return to London as soon as
they can be
spared from the service upon which they
are now employed, with a
vie
to tbeh
proceeding to Canada to join the Commissariat
Establishment in that
Write Commissary-Genera 1 Filder, with
reference to the letter of this Go. d
d
of the 18th instant, by which he was

V

J

CoW

informed that

A
*

Commissm-S

C e R bynS
would be transferred to Canada, and state
that my Lords have now o!d
??s
16
° m"
missanat Clerk T. J. Moore to proceed
to Canada in lieu of
Mr. Robyns.
I

Treasury Minute.

August

ttt

SSK Es-fesr* «

21, 1846.

sssss

s&nfiss ,t :

1

th Windward and Leeward
?
the j
io1
Commissariat from the establishment
atSffica.'for th

?

officers of the

without lossTf time

lb*

toSM

‘° reP ° rt

Kingston

AssisU^Comniksm'^G^eral'Le
his present duties,

and

direct

him

T*

“

™

p

‘°

C<>—yieteS

*7^P W U

m-n

*.

A

.

ia cticable period

l

heistoheved, to England, and
to report hinisj.^t «s‘

6
officer^

Deputy

‘

l^surffir'atofii'*
ie eaillei5t

tn

amf the^aiepleasTd^o a^dmidse^^.^noivies e
to ^^aoe
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temporary assistance in the mean time,

if

he should find that the public service

charge in Nova Scotia, desiring that he will
Commissary- General lnglis
forthwith take the proper steps for relieving Assistant
and obtaining the sanction of
at the earliest practicable period of his present duties,
the first opportunity to
the officer commanding for his being ordered to proceed by

Write

to the

Commissariat

officer in

Mr. Robinson will
is required for another service.
and will
Mr. lnglis two months’ pay in advance, if he should require it,
him to report himself at this office on his arrival in London.
the services ot a
Lords are pleased to authorise Mr. Robinson to engage
the vacancy by
temporary clerk until they can make arrangements for supplying
department.
the
clerk of
the appointment of an officer or an established

England, where his assistance
issue to

instruct

My

Treasury Minute.

August

21, 1846.

Write to the Commissariat officer in charge in the Ionian Islands,
services of Deputy Assistant
acquainting him that my Lords have occasion for the
that Mr Eppes
Commissary-General Osborn for a particular duty; and they desire
Osborn of the duties in which lie is
will take the proper steps for relieving Mr.
and for providing him with a passage by the first oppor-

employed under his orders,
tunity for England, directing

him

to report himself at this office

on Ins

arrival in

L

two months’ pay in advance and
°Mr° Eppes is at liberty to issue to Mr. Osborn
employ the assistance of a tempoLords are pleased to authorise Mr. Eppes to
or clerk ot the establishment to replace
rary clerk until they con send an officer
Mr. Osborn.
;

my

Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan.
Cork, August 15, 1846.
There is a
No demand for meal this week, except an occasional ton.
utmost to encourage their
good deal in the hands of the trade and I do my
;

wanting.
importing, for a considerable supply will be
Employment, with wages in cash, is the general outcry.

Colonel
!

M'Gregor

Constabulary
j

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Office,

Dublin

Castle,

August

15, 1846.

Not having had time to give to the paper which you lately sent me so
shall only offer at present one or
careful a perusal as its importance demands, I
which it relates, than on the
two observations, rather upon the general subject to
details in the paper itself.
You must now be fully

,

f
aware of the gloomy prospect presented by the failure
blight upon which has begun much
of this year’s potato crop in Ireland; the
extended than it was last season, while 1
earlier and will, I fear, be much more
you will not have the same facilities
apprehend, notwithstanding your experience,
yet unless speedy measures be adopted,
for counteracting the coming calamity ;
the most serious consequences will ensue.
judicious arrangements, in
Looking to the past, there is no doubt that your
preventing iood in many places
interposing the Indian eorn, had the effect of
a wholesome moral result, by
producing
of
and
prices,
famine
to
rising
from
peasantry, indeed I may say ot all
softening the hearts of the great mass of the
classes, towards the Government.
,
in all descripnot be ignorant, on the other hand, that traders
,

.

.

But you should

the first principles of political economy,
tions of food have accused you of violating
commerce, and insist that a conby thus interfering with the natural course of
have the effect of defeating their
tinued competition with the regular traders would
efforts altogether.
best calculations, or probably paralysing their

solve, is, whether
The problem, therefore, which you will soon be called upon to
for the Irish people shall in
you can venture to avow that the supplies required
speculation, or you will undertake the
future be left at the mercy of private

enormous task of feeding the people
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poning your intervention until provisions shall have reached a certain

specified

price.

It is very questionable whether there be in this country sufficient enterprise or
meet the approaching dearth, or even, with the assistance of some of the
great capitalists in England, whether, in numerous cases of emergency in particular districts, the poor might not be overtaken with absolute starvation before it
was in the power, or deemed consistent with the interests of private dealers, to

capital to

forward the necessary supplies.
It is indeed to be expected, from various causes, that money wages will be
higher and more general next year ; but depend upon it that, unlike the last season, which only produced an unequal distribution of abundant food, the next
spring and summer will witness a positive scarcity of it.
The disease is more general, the breadth of land planted with potatoes is probably one-fifth less, and the crop less productive on the land planted, while no
unusual support can be expected from the crops of wheat and oats.
It is to be remembered, too, that, on the recent occasion, the potatoes had
reached maturity before they became affected, and the diseased being separated

from the sound parts of the potato, a large portion of the root was used as human
Besides, you obtained last year
or the whole was consumed by cattle.
upwards of 100,000£. by private subscriptions, which not only materially aided
the funds contributed by Government, but, what was perhaps of more consequence,
food,

money in particular localities could not be
but you cannot expect, in time to come, anything like so
and you will be driven I think to have recourse

served as a guarantee that the public
recklessly expended

large a

sum

;

as voluntary offerings,

to compulsory assessment.
It is a matter of rejoicing that
Works, upon whose impartiality,

you have increased the strength of the Board of
judgment, and exertions, much of the success of
any scheme must necessarily depend and now that the constabulary are about to
be paid exclusively out of the Consolidated Fund, I am of opinion they may be
more extensively and advantageously employed than heretofore in working the
But I feel that,
details of any machinery you may think fit to put in operation.
without more time than I can command, it would be difficult to discuss, except in
conversation, the various topics adverted to in your able Memorandum.
:

Pole

Captain

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Banagher, August 17, 1846.

have issued 61,000 pounds of the Indian meal
to such Committees as still find themselves in a position to protect their poor,,
some from too early an application to their potato grounds, some from the wretchedness consequent on their not being able to plant any food this last spring, and
some from that starvation which at present the poor of this land will not avert
from themselves by application to the workhouses provided for them. The retail
sale at my depot has been an active one, and the poor naturally enough utter their

During

lament at
I

its

am now

the past

coming

week

close.

my “ remains in
Banagher, and an excellent spe-

awaiting orders respecting the final disposal of

which amount to 90
cimen of this article of food.
store,”

I

tons, all

ground

in

state of the present crops is now mingling itself, in the people s mind,
with all matters connected with this closing service ; and it is impossible to disconnect the two subjects. The early crop, smitten when nearly mature, is partly

The

it has lost the property
fit for food, and the poor are using it ; but being smitten,
Some of this crop, good in appearance and fit for food,
of keeping, as a stock.
a bad savour.
I laid on my table, and in a week it became diseased, and emitted
The late or grand crop is in such a state, that no man can tell at this moment
whether it will ever come to useful maturity. These things I know from my own
experience as regards this locality and where I cannot inspect, they receive conWhatever the system of
firmation from my correspondence with Committees.
;

may be which this country may require from the parent state hereafter, 1
as to food
fear that little dependence can be placed at present upon any support
from the crop of potatoes now in the ground, and intended for use during the winter
In tact, the growing crop,* divesting it of some healthy fruit, is
of 1846-7.
and it would be a great barrier against future
struck with hereditary disease
relief

;
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distress if this people could he persuaded to plant
peas or beans, or any kind of
grainj and. to abandon dependence on a plant which
appears to be palsied in its
vital functions.

Sir

R. Routii

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

Castle,

August

18, 1846.

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honourable
my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the following reductions
made by Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, at Waterford, on the breaking up

of that depot.

Mr. Dobbs, Temporary Clerk, at 45. per day, on 15th August, 1846; Conon 15th August, 1846.

stable Nagle, at 2s. 6d. per day,

Treasury Minute on
Write

to Sir

the above.

R. Routh, approving of these reductions.

Sir E.

Coffin

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Limerick, August IS, 1846.
An arduous task is ended, at least for the present occasion, and it now only
remains to make some kind ol disposal of our large residue, and
close the accounts.
For the former I wait instructions, which I suppose I shall receive on Sir
Routh’s return

R.

from England ; and in the mean time I am preparing for it, by
calling in the remains in the smaller depots, and making
a sale by auction of all
the damaged and objectionable corn aud meal, so that
there may be* nothing to put
it that course should be decided on, except
what is perfectly good, both
in quality and condition.
considerable proportion of the meal requiring to be
thus got rid of, has been recently landed from one of
the schooners that sprung
a leak at sea, and is in almost too bad a state for any use,
but the remainder is
for the most part still wholesome food, though not so
palatable or so nutritious as
what we have generally supplied. It would therefore be
impossible, as experience has proved, to sell it to the Committee at full price,
and as long as it is
in reserve,

A

m

known to remain
the store, it causes suspicion of the quality of the whole,
the
effect of which must be felt, in whatever
way it is ultimately to be disposed of,
until the notoriety of a public sale satisfies the
purchasers that a complete separation has been made.
The gratification which I should have felt in the successful conclusion of this
new and difficult duty is more than counterbalanced by the gloomy anticipations
of the coming season.
The prospect of the present potato crop is so uniformly

and so decidedly bad, that I can scarcely enter into any details
on the subject.
I he whole melancholy truth is comprised in two facts,
‘varied, as far as I 'can
yet learn, by no exception worth notice
the rapid progress of decay in the early
;
crop, and the almost total failure of produce from
the late sown plants.
The
extent to which the disease has proceeded varies somewhat in
different districts,
but it seems to be equally present in all, and the effect
is accordingly reduced
Estimates of the duration of the actual produce of course
^ uestlou of tlme
differ, but the most sanguine do not exDect that
it can subsist the people beyond
the end of the year, and very few believe that it will last
so long ; but some
entertain a hope that the late crop may yet improve
in some degree, though the
ground of hope appears to be very precarious, the plants
having in most cases
lost their vitality before the tubers had attained any
size.
I have been too much confined to this place, and
to my office, to make much
personal observation either on the progress of the disease,
or on the temper in
-

which

regarded by the people ; but consternation at the magnitude
of the
seems to be the feeling of those with whom I have conversed.
later period of last year, the alarm was perhaps equally
great,
then arose from the uncertainty, while it now proceeds
but certainty, of the expected calamity. The fear then
was, lest a
produce actually realized should perish prematurely, and the
event was less disastrous than the anticipation, the excess of produce compensating
a large portion
of the loss ; now, the danger is seen to arise
from a more than probable deficiency of produce, which no countervailing causes can
remedy.
Men capable of
it is

threatened

At

a
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evil consequences of an artificial system
of employment and suband others who, without much reflection
on consequences
the present cost and trouble, are loth to
admit the necessity of a
renewal of providential measures for another season,
but a greater number consider them unavoidable
and the poor, with whom 1 have® less
opportunity of
communication, have generally I am told, made up
their minds on the subject
know your Honour will help us again,” is the
consoling remark 4ith
uI> ‘heir tale of disappointment and prospective
want, and this
f
seems to them, after
their late experience, a sufficient
security against the risk of
famme It is a characteristic feeling, but one replete with
mischief to themselves
and to the community and it is only to be hoped that
the changes likely to ensue
fiom the abandonment of potato culture, will
gradually induce habits of greater
5
energy and

sistence for the people,
dislike

;

We

wmd

Zem^th

self-dependence.

I

and

hope in the course of this week to complete
most of my final arrangements,
to be ready, if nothing new intervenes,'
to close my accounts and take my
I am in want of respite and change
of

departure before the end of the next.
°Ur

Sen^ofS

ifS

ykb

Sir R.

Rooth

to

m ° re

n °W than

1 did

'^en under

the

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, August 1 9, 1846
HAVE
e P° rt
you, for the information of the
\° n
Right
ll
Honourable
my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s
Treasury that Mffior
Waanwrlght, at GMway, and Major Simmons,
at Limerick, having teen
relieved
from all duty by order of the Commissary-General,

^ T ‘V

on the 15th instant have
to proceed forthwith to
Lordships’ Board.

since ui lived at Dublin, and they have
been directed
England to report themselves, on arrival,
to their

Commissary-General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Carl, August 19, 1846.
E
° f diseased
have, ere this, received.
P? tatoes y°n
The
cron ?„
,
raop
seems to have been
struck almost everywhere
.

late
fate

"H

TfT

by one sweeping
blast in
P
1
nti0ned a b e *at «*» tubers mig
°P
ht fe ra 1R
many of^
of the stalks flaying thrown out
fresh vegetation I fear it is but a futile
ie
°C Se f temher is the period given to
tvhieh the
,
earlVcroD
“
out ln °thers the
P
end
of
October,
and
even
later
but this
i.
a upon
must adepend
how far
they will keep as sound as they now are
I forward
hatch of Reports. I have been inquiring
what'the dealers are doing
d
Th e are ab0Ut 1500 tons in their warehouses in thif
dtv and ifT™!J
1 cnn
eiy upon the statements, large
orders, conditional, have gone
Jj,
to the Mediterranean for corn
(Indian).
I hay! 7000 sicks, equal to 875
tons
and there is the same quantity in our
depot at
at present there is no’
dpand for meid, either from me or from the Limerick
trade, who offer at 9/. 10s. to
Vi. 15s.
thej are rather discouraged by this
falling off; but I tell them it is of
p80 * Je
be
elhat potato* there

r

2nv

SiSf'?'

gl

1

:

^

-
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T

S
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:
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*

are Available

Captain Perceval to Mr. Trevelyan.
Westport, August 19, 1846

on Sundaytveffing
t0

,,,?

7° U f° r R C ° Py ° f thc " Blue Book ’''

wh ich

y°ur potatoes to-morrow morning

it rests

numbffil“I“?

reached

me

the cron is fast failing
;
hhe^basket with
folded paper the description of each layer
on which
b0tt0m; bUt as the moisture may destroy
the

“

L

wriSriwmalrSw

f tbe
irTr” ?ayG

Whtht-e
the healthy
healthv stalks
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next a layer of French potatoes, taken from under the green
same sort from under the blackened stalk.
the time they reach you, though
I believe you will find them all rotten by
many of them are at present sound. The man said he was unable to wash those
with the stalk attached, as they broke off in the process, and he was anxious to
blackened stalk
stalk

and

;

preserve

;

last a layer of the

them

in statu quo.

and must
I shall write again to you to-day or to-morrow,
complete the packing of the basket lor this morning s mail.

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree

to

Mr.

r

l

now

leave oft to

revelyan.

Dublin, August 19, 1846.

on the 17th inst., in
I beg leave to report to you my arrival here
On the 15th I finally closed all my duties
compliance with my instructions.
implements lor Cork,
at Waterford by shipping the empty sacks and magazine
40 tons ol
leaving Mr. Cummins, C.C., to exhaust his remains at Clonmel— say
oatmeal— with the assistance of the constabulary depots at Carrick and Dungarvan ; by the end of this month he will be released.
potato crop, for I believe
Is is superfluous to make any further report on the
though the disease
the failure is general and complete throughout the country,
In a circuit ol 200
has made more rapid progress in some parts than in others.
it may be very
miles I have not seen one single field free from it ; and although
realized, iny
speculative to attempt a calculation on what is not yet absolutely
human food. I he
belief is that scarcely any of the late potatoes will be fit for
continuing to fall,
very heavy rains which have fallen since the 16th, and are
will assist the ravages of the disease.
,
the undue interference with
I think the public has laid a greater stress on
In the parts of the
trade caused by the late relief measure than is deserved.
at all
country where the greatest issues were made, there is scarcely any trade
.

.

At and
for the pressure.
in the others the trade was in no ways prepared
uniformly
about Waterford I never heard a complaint on the subject, and I have
and

every information
afforded merchants and dealers, who frequently consulted me,
as possible ; nor have I
in my power, to enable them to see their way as clearly
the measure.
ever heard one of them dispute the indispensable necessity of

Captain Perceval to Mr. Trevelyan.
Westport, August 20, 1846.

The failure, I am sorry to say, is progressing rapidly : the markets are full in
Yesterconsequence of the eagerness of all to make the most of them whilst they last.
before, as high
day I saw some sold at l^d a stone, the price having been, the day
but some
to-day, which is the market, 2d. appears to be the ruling price,
as 4<£
for sale, told
have been offered as low as %d. per stone ; one woman, who had some
“
me her price was 2d., “ but to tell the honest truth, sir,” she added, they are
;

not worth Id.”
in
The accounts from all sides is, that they are rapidly decaying ; it requires,
begin to fear,
many instances, a length of time to dig sufficient for a meal and I
few weeks.
that there will be but very few, if any, remaining after a
to day,
Whilst these low prices last, the people will continue to buy from day
no very great
and I find on enquiry at the meal shops in the town, that, there is
merdemand at present upon them, for either “ yellow meal” or oatmeal; the
per cvvt. ; the greatest
chants are selling the former at 9s. and the latter at 14s.
demand is for the “ yellow,” and this rather increasing than otherwise.
The demands from the Coast Guard stations has recommenced since last week
within the last few
Island, Newport, and Rosstrank, have each been supplied
.

;

Achil

customer throughout
days, and Belmullet also, 'which station has been a regular
the revenue
though latterly, owing to the uncertainty of the weather and the changes in
demands have not been as regularly furnished as I could have wished ;
Belmullet, who states
and, to-day, I received a letter from Lieutenant Dawson, at
merchant’s stores, in conthat 500 or 600 men had assembled, and threatened the
sequence of the supplies having fallen off.
now have nothing but a miserable little cutter, which cannot carry more
cruisers, her

We
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but I sent a hooker with five tons
than three tons at a time, the “ Squirrel
on Tuesday, and another with ten tons yesterday ; which latter one, however, I am
sorry to hear, remains wind bound at Innislyre ; neither can the “ Squirrel” take
I am, therefore, rather anxious on
her tiny cargoes as long as this wind prevails.
account of that station ; the fact is, that a steamer is absolutely necessary here, if
regularity in the supplies is to be maintained.
I have been considering what measures will be required for the supply of this
including
the
coast line between Clifden and
district during the coming scarcity,
Jielmullet, together with the islands off this coast.

If the merchants continue to introduce the Indian corn, as they are now doing,
of the Government may be limited to a very narrow
of action, comparatively, to the extent of the late arrangement.
I assume, that Westport and Newport will be amply supplied by private enter-

I consider that the agency
field

prise ; Clifden likewise, where there are ample stores; and Belmullet also, where
These
is a merchant or two, and sufficient accommodation for the provisions.
points being well stocked, would leave the intervening stations to be most cared
which would be less accessible to the private traders, who might not be willing
to incur the risk and expense of conveying and selling supplies at unusual points;
at the same time, the people in those localities might find a difficulty in sending so

there
for,

far as either of the forementioned towns, for the constant quantities required for

their sustenance.

Hence some extraordinary agency might slill be required to supply the intermediate localities, more especially Acliil, Clare Island, Bifin, and Innisturk
and you would probably have to send provisions for sale, as heretofore, by the Coast
Guard, and if you pleased by the constabulary also where necessary.
In the event, however, of a more extended interference becoming necessary, I
conceive that this depot well worked, and with a steamer of small burthen, which
could come up to the quay to take in her cargo, would keep the whole of the disThe presence of a
trict between Belmullet and Clifden constantly replenished.
steamer would not only enable the service to be more regularly performed, thereby
saving much unnecessary hurry and fatigue, which otherwise is often required to
supply the exhausted depots; but it would also diminish the labour, getting rid of
the amount for boat hire, besides saving that expense, which has been a considerThe only drawback would be the loss of
able item in the expenditure of this depot.
the employment to the poor fellows here, who have seldom such good customers
as we have been throughout the summer.
Much money would also be saved by the presence of a steamer ; for I can speak
has been the improbability and
that
the
greatest
source
of
anxiety
experience,
from
uncertainty of the arrival of the supplies at the distant stations, a week or more
I hope, however, that
sometimes elapsing before they reached their destination.
the enterprise of the merchants may remove the necessity of much being done in
this way by the Government, and I am glad to hear that another (500 tons are
expected shortly to arrive here.
I have constantly impressed on the minds of the merchants here, the necessity
and the wisdom, as regarded their own interests, of bringing in ample supplies,
and I see there is evidently a disposition to act accordingly.
There is but one all-absorbing topic here now, with high and low, viz. the
prospect before them, and I observe a general expectation, or rather desire, that
Government should continue the present system on an enlarged scale; which I have
combated with the arguments contained in your memorandum, the justice of
which are self-evident, and generally meets with acquiescence.
I am shortly expecting Mr. Lister to come here, which I hope will lead to my
speedy release from these quarters ; and I am looking forward with much anxiety to
my return home. Lord Sligo is here ; he has a noble field before him if he avails
himself of it the regeneration of a vast population, and the reclaiming as vast
an extent of waste ; and it is a question which is most required ; but, happily, the
two processes may be simultaneously carried on with reciprocal advantages.
cabins more
I discovered yesterday such a disgraceful corner ol the town
filthy, more miserable, more barbarous than any thing 1 have yet seen in the most
outlandish parts of the county of Mayo; so horrible that I would not venture to
enter them, as they appeared to be the nest ol lever and vermin, with all due respect
to St. Patrick.
If I have an opportunity I shall bring them under the notice of the
Marquis, whose eyes ought to be open to the misery and disgrace ol many ol his

—

!

tenantry.
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Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, August 21, 1846.
I have the honour to report, for the information of the Right Hon. my
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the following reductions under
date of the 15th instant, viz..

At
At

Limerick, Constable Brennan, at 2 s. 6d. per day.
Kilrush, Temporary Clerk, J. P. Trowsdell, at 5s. per day.

I beg further to report, that the lighter hired from the Dublin Steam Packet
as a store at Kilrush, at 15s. per week, were given

Company, and the house hired
up on the 16th instant.

Treasury Minute on
Write

to Sir R.

the above.

Routh that my Lords approve of

these reductions.

Treasury Minute.

August

Write

to the Secretary to the

Admiralty, that

it

21, 1846.

having been determined

to transfer to Limerick a large quantity of meal remaining in store at Cork, their
Lordships request that steamers of war or other transport may be provided at
Cork for the execution of this service.

Commissary- General Sir R. Routh will furnish every necessary explanation as to
the stores to be so transferred.
Lords further request that a vessel capable of storing a large quantity of
meal may be placed at the disposal of Sir R. Routh, for the purpose of being
used as a store-ship at the mouth of the Shannon.
Their Lordships also request that the necessary steps may be taken for the
accomplishment of both of the abovementioned objects with the least practicable

My

delay.

Treasury Minute.
August

21, 1846.

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty, Avith reference to the request
contained in the letter from this Board of yesterday’s date, that a store-ship may
be stationed at the mouth of the Shannon to receive supplies of Indian corn-meal,
provided for the relief of persons suffering from the failure of the potato crop in
Ireland, and state that it would much facilitate the satisfactory performance of
this important service if a large ship could be stationed for the same object off the
Bar of Sligo, and another in CleAv Bay, at a convenient distance from Westport ;
and their Lordships request that the necessary arrangements may be made for this
purpose, provided it can be done Avithout serious inconvenience to the naval
service.

Also state that it is of importance that the store-ship to be stationed at the mouth
of the Shannon should be there in time to receive the supplies to be transferred
from the depot at Cork.

Treasury Minute.
August

25, 1846.

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty in continuation of the letters from
Board, dated 21st and 22nd inst., on the subject of the transfer to Limerick of
the meal belonging to the Government remaining at Cork, and of the employment of
three large ships for the purpose of storing meal at the mouth of the Shannon, in
Clew Bay, and in the neighbourhood of Sligo ; and state that, in order to complete
the measures required for furnishing supplies of food to those districts on the
Avestern coast of Ireland, which the ordinary operations of the provision trade cannot be expected to reach, it is necessary that a poAverful Government steamer
this
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should be stationed in connexion with each of the three store ships above
adverted
to, in order to convey with promptness and certainty the supplies
of meal to the
points at which they may from time to time be required
and request that he will
;
move the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to give directions for this service
being properly provided for.

Mr.

Ward

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Admiralty, August 25, 1846.

In reply to your letters of the 22nd instant, relative to the stationing of
store
ships on the western coast of Ireland, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will state to the Lords of Her
Majesty’s

1 reasury that their

hydrographer has reported “that a frigate could well be placed
“ in Foynes Harbour, about 20 miles
below Limerick, and on the south bank of
“ the river Shannon.
1 hat neither at Sligo nor in Clew Bay could a large vessel be moored
in
safety and kept afloat ; but that they must be run in at high water
and kept
“ upon the ground.
1 hat at Galway a good berth might be found, and that he knows
of no other
P ai't north of the Shannon, except Blackrod Bay and Broadhaven ; but that as
“ they lie at the extreme north-west
angle of Mayo, those places would probably
“ not answer the intended purpose.”

“

My

Lords have, therefore, given directions that two frigates shall be prepared
at
Devonport, one of which may be placed at Foynes Harbour, on the
Shannon, and
the other near Galway
hut as those ships must be caulked and prepared to receive
the provisions, three or four weeks will elapse before they are ready
to be sent to
;

their destination.

As
mend

large ships cannot be placed near Westport or Sligo, my Lords would recomthat a merchant vessel, which would take the ground without inconvenience,
should be hired or purchased for those or any other smaller ports where they
may
be required.

The steam transports named in the margin are already under the orders of RearAdmiral Sir Hugh Pigot, at Cork, for the purpose of conveying Indian corn, and
hadaman 'hus,
other provisions, to the west coast of Ireland, and they will continue there for that
g
purpose, which it appears is all that will be required to effect the object the Lords Alhan.
of the Treasury have in view.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

August 25, 1846.
Admiralty that under the circumstances explained
Lordships request that the two frigates which have been destined
may be prepared with all practicable speed, and that one of them
may be sent, without waiting for further directions, to Foynes Harbour, in the
mouth of the Shannon ; while, with respect to the other, their Lordships will cause
a further communication to be made to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
after they have consulted Sir R. Routh.
Transmit a copy of this letter and minute to Sir R. Routh, and desire that he
will report to my Lords whether, under the circumstances explained in the letter
from the Secretary to the Admiralty, the second store ship may, in his opinion, be
employed with advantage on the western coast of Ireland, and if so, where and in
what manner.
Also desire that he will report to my Lords what arrangements are made by him
for the transfer to Limerick of the remainder of the store of meal at Cork, and for
the employment of the “ Rhadamanthus,”
“Dee,” and “Alban,” Admiralty
steamers, and the “Vulcan,” Custom-house steamer, on the western coast.
Write

to the Secretary to the

in his letter their
for this service

Rev. T.

Mathew

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Cork, August 22, 1846.

I

thank you

for

the Correspondence, &c.,

your considerate kindness in directing for me a copy of
& c., which I have read with the deepest interest. The
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of your duties is astonishing ; hut it is a mystery to me how you are
The suggestions you
able to accomplish everything with such infallible success.
have given in the two letters, to which you called my attention, are the dictates
of profound knowledge of the state of this country, and the habits of our people
and I unqualifiedly assent to your opinions, and hope they will become the rule

amount

of action.

In defiance of the sophistry with which it is attempted to lull the
soon to be foodless
into a false security, I would not intrust our
Desperate cases demand desperate remedies.
to affected sympathy.
acres of potatoes, valued on an average at 20/. the acre, are

—

Government
millions

More than 3,000,000

besides, the unhappy cultivators are all in debt to the small
;
country usurers, the loan funds, or the cruel sellers on time of seed potatoes
and seed corn, at a profit of cent, per cent. I hail with delight the humane,
the admirable measures for relief announced by my Lord John Russell: they
have given universal satisfaction. But of what avail will all this be, unless
the wise precautions of Government will enable the toiling workman, after
exhausting his vigour during a long day to earn a shilling, to purchase with

irrevocably lost

that shilling a sufficiency of daily food for his generally large and helpless
family.
The bonds of blood and affinity, dissoluble by death alone, associate in
the cabins of the Irish peasantry not only the husband, wife, and children, but
the aged parents of the married couple, and their destitute relatives, even to the
God forbid that political economists should
third and fourth degree of kindred.
dissolve these ties should violate these beautiful charities of nature and the
Gospel.
I have often found my heart throb with delight when I beheld three
or four generations seated around the humble board and blazing hearth ; and I
offered a silent prayer to the great Father of all, that the gloomy gates of the
poorhouse should never separate those whom such tender, social chains had so
!

fondly linked together.

Rev. T.

Mathew

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
-

Cork, August 25,

When

1

846.

address you a few days ago, I was much
hurried, as is generally the case ; and instead of two millions of acres of potatoes, I
Some may imagine 20/. the acre too high an average. That sum of
wrote three.
money would not place the poor cultivator in as good a position as he was before
the fatal blight.
This country is in an awful position, and no one can tell what the result will be.
For the sake of our common humanity, I anxiously hope that Her Most Gracious
Majesty’s Government will adopt the wise precaution of providing as large a
supply as possible of Indian corn, to protect the wretched people against famine
and pestilence.
With Indian meal, at leZ. per pound, we could, with the Divine blessing, set
both the one and the other at defiance.
At the present price of Indian corn, the Government loss would be trifling.
But you know all these matters a thousand times better than I do, and I only
fatigue your attention.
Pardon all this intrusion on your too-well occupied time.
I

had the honour

to

Captain Perceval to Mr. Trevelyan.
Westport, August 22, 1846.
I have just witnessed the first “ demonstration ” on this unhappy state of
the crop ; a large and orderly body of men marched in sections of fours into the
town about three o’clock, and, after some little delay, obtained access to Lord
Sligo’s domain, and marched up to Belfast House, having first intimated to the
inspector of police that they were going there, and requested his presence.
They thronged the steps, and the front of the house, and Lord Sligo, accompanied by a few gentlemen who was staying with him, came out and spoke to them.
I could not hear the address of their leader, but the purport of it was, that they
wanted food and labour ; when, on Lord Sligo’s saying that he had already, and
would continue strongly to represent the necessity of measures being taken for the
Something was said
supply of both, they seemed satisfied, and quietly retired.
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about the payment of rents, but his Lordship would not allow that subject to be
entered on and he told them that they had much better avoid these large meetings, and trust to the good intentions of those who were fully alive to the state of
the country, and anxious to do every thing that was best to meet the present
emergency.
I was much struck at the subjection under which the mass of the mob appeared
to be, for, on some one’s crying out “ kneel,” “ kneel,” the greater part dropped
down as if the Host had been raised amongst them.
The greater part came out of the parishes of Islandeady and Aughagowm, and
I have little doubt that it has been at the instigation of Master Henry, the parish
priest of the former place, that this peaceable demonstration has been got up. He
is a fire-brand, .and has been holding out threats for some time past as to what he
would and would not do, if he did not get all he wished for his people.
There were many of a very respectable class amongst them, who, I am told,
showed by their manner that they had been forced to fall into the procession.
Lord Sligo did wisely to allow them to have an interview, and I hope that they
may rest satisfied for the present on the assurance that the care of Government
has been bestowed upon the question.
The minds of people are much agitated at the grave prospect before them ; and
the uncommon rapidity with which the potato has fallen away within the last
few days, renders them justly apprehensive for the immediate wants of the
moment. Men begin to calculate on the quantity of provisions in store, not with
a view to the prices of the market, but to the possibility of their lasting out
before additional supplies, either from the harvest or the importer, come to
hand.
I much fear that there will be severe cases of want ere many days, if, indeed,
there are not already ; the small earnings of the people, where a family is large,
can provide but a poor meal for them.
Mr. Livingstone sold thirty tons of Indian meal to various people yesterday
and to-day it is most fortunate that his cargo has arrived in time to meet the
demand that has recommenced ; he sells at 9s., and I refer all the applicants that
come to me to his shop, as our price is Is. higher, and I wish to encourage the
merchants to import more there are some who are now sorry they did not take
my advice two months ago to import largely, but they will lose no more time to
;

;

;

give their orders.
It is calculated that there are about

—

1000 tons of provisions wheat, oats, barley,
and Indian corn in the stores, including our supplies, and the new wheat will
soon be coming in, and, I hope, additional cargoes of Indian corn.
The harvest is very general now round this town, and the crops are promising.
Wheat remarkably good
P.S. I open this to add, that I have just learnt that there has been an assemblage of people at Ballahadareen, in County Sligo, which burnt Lord DufFrin in
effigy, opposite his hall-door, at French Park.
These, I fear, are “ the beginning of sorrows.”

—

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

Castle,

August 24, 1846.

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Right Honourable
the Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the following reductions made on
the Cork Establishment, under date of 22nd August
:

Mr. Nash, Warehouseman,
Mr. Dalton, Weighmaster,
and the whole of the establishment of night-millers, stone-dressers, foremen,
and labourers employed in the Lee Mills.

Treasury Minute on the
Write
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Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
Treasury, August 26, 1846.

Mr. Erichsen has just been with me

to inform me that the arrival of nufrom Cork and Waterford, has caused a decided
rise in the London market, and that all the cargoes expected to arrive in September and October, which were offered for sale have been bought up, with one ex-

merous

Irish orders, principally

ception,

which

He has

I shall refer to hereafter.

purchased the following quantities in the London market

470 quarters white
a
10
n
180 quarters yellowj
)

1

,

650

}

quarters.

:

„ 7 r
Q,
,
at 34s. 6d. f. o.b.
,

Freight and insurance to Sligo to be added.

614 quarters white,

at 33s. 6 d.

f. o.

b.

Freight and insurance to Sligo to

be added.

Being in

all

1264 quarters already purchased

in the

London

market, and about

to be shipped for Sligo.

Besides this, he has ordered his Liverpool correspondent to buy 150 tons in
meal or corn, and to ship it to Westport without delay, as we arranged with

him.

The further directions I gave him were
1. To buy a small cargo, consisting of 750 quarters, with the oldest bill of
lading in the market, and which is therefore expected to arrive at Cork soonest,
to send it on without delay to Sligo. He had offered 34 a-. per quarter for it
but the owners refused to take less than 3 5s.
2. To go on purchasing corn now in London, so far as he can do so without
raising the market, and to hold it at our disposal for grinding or otherwise.
3. To follow precisely the same course at Liverpool.
4. To buy the cargoes first expected from abroad, which have not already been
bought up ; for if we cannot get corn as soon as we wish, we must get it as soon
and

as

we

can.

It is, however, satisfactory to know, that whether we or others buy it, the
whole of the Indian corn goes to the supply of Ireland.
The eagerness with which it is purchased is, on the other hand, a painful symptom, confirmatory of our other bad accounts.
I again cautioned Mr. Erichsen to keep it secret as long as possible, that his
purchases are on account of the Government, and to take great care to ensure a
proper examination of the corn purchased by him in this country, for we must
take our chance with regard to the cargoes expected from abroad, as you will remember we fully satisfied ourselves was the real state of the case in the conference we had with Mr. Erichsen at the Treasury.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
August 26, 1846.

You will see by my official letter of to-day’s date that the store-ship
cannot reach the Shannon for some time, and you will therefore agree with
me that it will be advisable to ship off the remains of the Cork depot to the
mouth of the Shannon, without any delay, in the “ Rhadamanthus,” and the other
steamers, and to direct them to remain there until the store-ship arrives.
After that, they should be stationed on the western coast as you may arrange,
having their head-quarters at the Shannon, and other depots, wherever they
may be.
There is one point in Lord Monteagle’s speech, in the House of Lords, last
which is deserving even of more serious consideration than we have, hitherto
it, namely, by what means grain is to be ground for so large a population,
which has hitherto subsisted on the potato.
You and Mr. Coffin will give your early attention to this subject, and in the
meantime it has occurred to me, that it might be advisable to instruct our broker
to buy up all the Indian corn in the London market, which, you will remember,
only amounts to some 4000 or 5000 quarters, and to contract for the grinding of
night,
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it without delay; and the same
might be done, to the extent reauired at
d ‘ at
1
Liverpool.
q
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this report, in connexion
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the meanwhile for more precise information
on this subject
I write to Assistant Commissary-General
Lister this day to procure for
me a
detailed statement of the mill power on
the coast, and the ruling prices.
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suo-o-est, in

furtherance of Sir Randolph's wishes, the necessity of concentrating the supplies at

the Commissarythese depots with the least possible delay, at this station, reporting fully to
General on the subject.
As it also appears that the sales of meal at the constabulary dep6t at Outerard are trilling,
forthwith to
I would recommend that the meal in store at that station, be likewise brought
I

beg to add, that

I

have mentioned before verbally, that on my arrival at Clifden, I shall
to concentrate the supplies remaining at the several coast-guard
under the charge of a

make immediate arrangements

stations in that neighbourhood, at the Clifden depot, placing the whole

constable of the constabulary, who will, in obedience to the orders of Commissary- General
Sir R. J. Routh, report and render his accounts to you at Galway.
I

Assistant Commissary- General Wood,

(Signed)

have, &c..

Amos Lister, A.

C.

G.

Galway.

Treasury Minute.
August

25, 1846.

Write to Messrs. Baring Brothers and Co., that their Lordships, fully
concurring in the honourable testimony borne by the late Board ol Treasury, in
from
their Minute, dated 30th June last, to the important public advantage derived
the assistance of their firm, in the late operations for the relief of the people sufferco-operation in
ing from scarcity in Ireland, are anxious to secure their continued
necessary to
the measures of precaution which it has unfortunately again become
crop
in
potato
of
the
failure
complete
adopt, in consequence of the new and more
Ireland ; or if from any cause they should be unable to pursue the same course
with reference to this subject, which was adopted by them at the request of Her
Majesty’s late Government, their Lordships trust that they will, in that case, assist
Board by recommending a person, in whose integrity and experience entire
reliance can be placed, for procuring at reasonable prices and of good quality, such
Government.
supplies of food as it may become necessary to purchase on account of
this

Messrs.

Baring Brothers and Co.

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Bishopsgate Street, August 27, 1846.

We have

the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday,
you that we feel extremely flattered by the wish which you
the purchases of Indian
express, that we should either ourselves take charge of
of making, in order
corn which the Government may find itself under the necessity
from the failure of the potato
to alleviate the distress which may exist in Ireland
and experience you
crop ; or recommend to you some person on whose integrity
it mav become necessary to
which
of
food
supplies
the
procuring
for

and we beg

may

to assure

rely,

purchase on account of the Government.
As the Government excludes from its plan of operations all purchases in Foreign
and intends to confine its transactions to purchases of Indian corn or
their way to this
meal in the United Kingdom, or of floating cargoes already on
mercantile house of
country, it appears to us that the active co-operation of a
would be
general business, such as our firm, is no longer required, and that as it

countries,

any agency which is useless should be dispensed with, the alternative
which you mention would be the best course to pursue, namely, to communicate
you can
your orders to some corn factor, in whose integrity, zeal and knowledge
purchases, which the Treaconfide, and to receive from him all the accounts of his
sury would settle directly with him.
many parties connected with the
It would undoubtedly be easy for you to find
occur to us of whose
corn trade, who possess the qualities required, and several
had experience but as you
ability to give you all satisfaction, we have ourselves
transacted similar
call upon us to mention a capable agent, and having recently

desirable that

.

;

Mr. Erichsen, we can say, without hesitation, that we consider
for the purchase
perfectly qualified to execute such orders as you may give him
of years, we have
of Indian corn here, and having known him for a great number
the greatest reliance on his honour and integrity.
purchases which
In declining, for the reason already stated, to act ourselves in the
transactions of
you may wish to make, we beg to assure you that we feel, as in the
the Government
the past year, the greatest readiness at the present time to tender to
business through

him
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our gratuitous services, as far as they can be useful or offered with propriety,
for
the purpose of co-operating in the execution of any measures to meet the
evil
apprehended in Ireland, and we shall at all times hold at your command any information which we may possess of the supplies of Indian corn, and be happy if
such
should be your wish, and that of Mr. Erichsen, to aid him with our
advice and
assistance, as well as to give you our opinion, if you required it, on
the
results of

the accounts of purchases.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

August

28, 1846.

Write to Messrs Baring, that my Lords, acting on their recommendation,
employ Mr. Erichsen to make such purchases as may be necessary, with a
to the measures of relief in progress in Ireland.
Also state that my Lords feel indebted to Messrs.

Baring

will

view

for their offer to con-

tinue to give such aid as may be in their power, and they will rely
upon Messrs
Baring furnishing this Board, from time to time, with any information which
they
may consider likely to be of use in reference to this service, and also upon their
giving Mr. Erichsen such advice and assistance as he may require.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
Treasury,

August 27, 1846.

Meek

Mr.
informs me, that orders have been issued by the Secretary
of
State, at the instance of the Lords J ustices, to withdraw the whole
of the biscuit,
new as well as old, laid up at the different military stations in Ireland.
have always relied upon this biscuit as a last resource, and it will now
be
for you to consider, in communication with the Lord-Lieutenant,
whether the
state of your prospects, as compared with that of your supplies,
requires

We

that you

should retain for relief purposes the whole or any portion of it.
As the biscuit is distributed at eighty-two different stations, in different parts of
Ireland, portions of it may be conveniently situated for our purposes,
without the
delay or expense of carriage.

Captain Perceval to Mr. Trevelyan.

August 27, 1846.

Though

there are
they

used,^still, generally,

many instances where the potatoes can be no longer
are continued to be eaten, though their decay progresses

The

Indian meal continues to be sold at 9s. by the merchants but the
demand
;
has not increased to any extraordinary extent.
Potatoes sold at 4 d. and 44(7., which prices denote a comparative decrease
in
the supply, as they were last week at 1 %d. and 2d.
I was informed, yesterday, by Mr. Browne, of Mount Browne, that a
day or
two ago, numbers of men refused to work on some public works in that neighbourhood at 8 d., as they might, by standing out, get a higher price.
I hope, when these works are generally resumed, that you will
insist on
task-work being adopted.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
August 28, 1846.

my

I send, in continuation of
letter of yesterday, a detailed list of the
biscuit in store at the different military stations in
Ireland.

Mr. Erichsen, who

now with me,

has made a further purchase of about 1 000
quarters of white Indian corn, and he is about closing for 2000
more ; but he
says that the Irish demand meets him at
every point, and that there were orders
in town to-day from Ireland for
20,000 or 25,000 quarters, which could not
is

be satisfied.

They

are buying cargoes to be shipped as late as

December.

D
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The further inquiries he has made about grinding, lead him to think that he
had overrated the mill-power of London.
The enclosed sample and offer is for 3s. 3c/. a quarter, and he calculates that at
present prices the article may be turned out from the mill at about 10/. 10s. a ton.
He states that there is extensive mill-power in the Channel Islands, where
flour used to be prepared for the biscuit contracts during the war, and I have
requested him to write to ascertain terms and quantity.
If the answer is favourable, we might send to Guernsey and Jersey one or more cargoes to be ground
and sent on to Ireland.
Up to the present time we are shipping only 1200 quarters from London to
Sligo, and 800 quarters from Liverpool to Westport ; and we await your wishes
as to whether you wish the whole of the remainder to be shipped, or part of it
to be ground and sent to Ireland in the shape of meal.
If we grind to any extent
in London, it might be a good plan to contract with a large miller to do our
business in preference to everybody’s else.

Routh

Sir R.

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

Castle,

send you copy of a letter from the Coast-Guard
you another paper, which I think may be useful.
land holdings in Ireland, specifying each county, and the

August 28, 1846.
officer at

I

Lochrus.

I also send

It is a list of the
of the different
holdings.
You will observe, that those counties which contain the largest number of
small holdings, are those most exposed to the present want.
For instance, in Connaught Galway, 28,000 holdings, below five acres each ;
Mayo, 33,700 holdings, below five acres each ; and in Munster, the small county
of Clare has nearly as many small holdings as either of the two large counties of
size

:

Cork and Tipperary.
I have had them drawn up from the Records of the Commission Office.
I shall make a daily report to the Treasury of the state of our information in regard to the country

commence

it

;

and in order to have

it

all beforeyou,

I shall

from a prior date.

Enclosure.

Mr. Moore

to Sir

R. Routh.
Lochrus, August 25, 1846.
Ardara, County Donegal.

regret to inform you that, since Saturday, the disease in the crop of potatoes has
Persons who on Saturday
rapid strides, that I may say they are completely gone.
thought from the appearance of the disease, that they might struggle on for a short time
are in a frightful state,
longer, have not been able to get a potato they could use this week.
witn a large mountain district, the population of which can sow NO corn, and must trust
They have commenced killing the sheep on the mounsolely to the potato, which is gone.
tains that were sent there to graze, and the people from the lowlands are withdrawing the
sheep in consequence. In fact I may say famine is already upon us. May I humbly request
the Government to send me an immediate and ample supply of food for the people? I received
I

made such

We

five tons of meal yesterday, commenced sale to-day, giving one and two stones to those who
came from a distance, endeavouring to give a share to all; and at that rate, I have sold 21
sacks this day, and would have sold as many tons, and more than I sold sacks, if I had it to
I must state that I am greatly obliged to Assistant Commissarygive as the people wanted it.
General Stevens for his prompt attention in sending me the meal by a private boat, as he had
no other mode of transport at the time.
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taken from the Census of Ireland for 1841, showing
the
I aims, and the Arable, Pasture, and
uncultivated Land,

Number

of Baronies,
each County.

for

LAND HOLDINGS.

size of

LAND.

Number

COUNTIES.

Acres.

of

From
1

From

5

to

From

5 to 15

15

to

30

Uncultivated.

Above
30

Pasture.

1,922
666
668
1,699
1,508
529
1,143
317
1,139

515,771
265,243
375,473
393,191
514,180
289,228
318,282
285,885
450,286

|

Ulster

.

.

Antrim*

.

.

Armagh

.

.

.

.

4

.

.

73

100,817

98,992

25,099

12
23
8
13
12
7

11,593
13,683
8,689
6,841
13,032
3,190

12,049
15,790
10,830
6,840
12,787
3,024

2,234
10,362
4,068
3,700
4,938
2, 179

75

57,028

61,320

27,481

.

Down

15
10
8
6
10

6,991
11,632
10,807
15,567
13,753
7,371
7,866
12,275
14,555

Cavan
Donegal

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Fermanagh
Londonderry

Monaghan
Tyrone.

6

5

.

10,766
9,428
12,208
12,931
11,991
8,540
8,755
9,702
14,671

4,314
2,072
1,958
3,527
3,865

j

!

1,696
2,675
1,216
3,776
|

Total

Munster

.

Clare

.

.

.

Cork ....
Kerry
.
.

.

Limerick

.

.

Tipperary.
Waterford.

.

Total

.

.

.

9,591 3,407,539 1,764,370

I

j

Leinster

Carlow
Dublin

„

.

.

9
14

.

11

.

.
.

.

.

.

Meath

.

.

.

.

11

.

Westmeath
Wexford
Wicklow
Total

12
6
6
18

.

.

.

Queen’s

7

.

.

.

.

.

Kildare.

Kilkenny
King’s .
Longford
Louth

12
9
8

.

.

.

.

.

2,357
1,285

2,123
5,752
4,502
4,880
2,589

49,152

123

.

.

1,933
1,866

3,104
5,131
5,657
4,396
3,992
5,339
5,629
4,266
5,219
2,620

1,056
749
991
3,601
1,374
1,045
628
1,637
1,813
1,648
4,151
1,891

3,971

4,825
4,076
6,313
2,922

Leitrim

.

.

.

.

.

18
5

Mayo . . .
Roscommon
Sligo.

.

Total

.

.

.

.

9
9
6

1

Gross Total

27,992
9,373
33,790
17,472

45,595

I

12,663
7,971
10,331
8,066
6,190

'

!

|

|

I

20,584

11,291

47

99,918

45,221

318

Is 06,915

2 51,128

2,030
877
1,265
913
705
1

1,052
455,009
5,691 1,308,882
2,172
414,614
2,346
526,876
2,960
843,887
2,336
325,345

296,033
465,889
726,775

16,557 3,874,613

1,893,477

950
1,102
1,845
2,006
1,213
411
632
2,554
1,334
1,385
2,457
2,000

!

;

|

17,889

|

Connaught. Galway.

180,423
35,117
71,918
769,587
78,317
114,847
180,709
21,585
311,867

184,059
196,063
356,787
470,102
337,256
191,823
178,972
547,391
342,422
365,218
510,702
280,393

5,790

4,275

78,954

48,312

j

|

961, 188

731,88
708,000
115,869
800,111
130,299
151,723

j2 ,220,960

1

3,464,300

Iff

jl

31,249
19,312
51,854
21,126
145,836
58,937
15,603
16,033
69,289
56,392
45,501
200,754

742,805
249,350
497,587
440,522
290,696

Ifi,

1,645
202
1,135
895
398

:

1

i

121,101
178,183
105,496

,906,002
,295,735

* Including the County of the Town of
Carrickfergus.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin Castle August 28, 1846.
,

® E0 V®A

tl0n

;

flour

There

is

y

EN

bUt there

“d
B

Blacksod Bay are both in the midst of a famished
“° resOTrce tllat 1
aware of for converting grain into

™

much valuable

mill-power at Galway, from the immense and neverrailing water-power from Lougli
Corrib.
Sligo has also immense mill-power, and
above Sligo, at Ballyshannon, the outlets
o
.oug i Lrne, at no great distance from
Killybegs, nearly
opposite to

it,

there

l? evei*-^li n g water-power. The fall of water is very great.
hus you see, as this is a new field for us, it will
be nearly a week, from yester1
decide '
1 must wait the return of the mail, allowing time
fo/ inquiry
I have secured the same magazine
at Longford, and wait to ascertain the extent
1S

^

D2
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must be supplied from Dublin.
of their mill-power, and if not sufficient, Longford
part of its supply through this
I calculate, that it must receive the larger
channel.
pray give Mr.
I think the resource of grinding in London is admirable ; but
that it
Erichsen the extract on grinding from my letter of July 31, and order
should be shipped in sacks, of twenty stone, or 280 lbs. in each sack.
Westport and Galway are two most important depots, and must be

-at

I

think

We

cannot venture on an experiment with
confided to experienced accountants.
an unknown man in such difficult positions.
.
You must, therefore, give me a week before I can write to you conclusively on

determined on
There is no time lost in considering before we act ; and, having
good and solid grounds, the subsequent progress will be rapid.
prompt action, and that the
I see, at the same time, the absolute necessity of
exigency of the case will suffer no delay.
„
admit of any hesitation.
I am too anxious to bring forward our preparations to
Ihe
to 250 tons.
I see Mr. Erichsen’s present purchases for Sligo amount
week.
I calculate
mill-power in Sligo is capable of grinding about 400 tons per
takes a little time to
on securing sufficient power for 150 tons, perhaps more. It
I have not yet the mill-power of Galway.
set all these things going.
superintending and
As a general remark, military men would be more useful in
than when employed
inspecting Committees, and reporting on the country,
immediately upon us,
connection with accounts. The service here will come so
....
.
that there will be no time to acquire experience.
the iacilities which
will give you a fair insight into our prospects, and
.

_

m

A few days

likely to afford.
i
the country
T
,,
400 tons, or thereabouts, for Longford, and
I calculate that we shall require
have secured other and better stores than
about the same for Banagher, where we
Mr. Wood.
the premises selected last year by
tons for these two depots, via
Thus you see we shall look to you for 800
say
of
which
Sligo,
and
Westport
for
tons
2000
the
is

Dublin, independently of

1000
more

toils for Sligo,

facility of

500 tons

for Westport,

and 500 for Galway,

so as to obtain

mill-power.

Major Beamish to Mr. Tkevelyan.
Cork Aztgust 24, 1846.
,

you the enclosed copies of communications
1 think it right to lay before
and
of the Southern and Western M.mng Company,
received by me, as Chairman
Belief Fund, from the Superintendent of the Mines,
Treasurer of the Gustivalley
distribution of the food and to whom I had forwho have also undertaken the
Commission.
instructions issued by the Dublin Relief
private
the
w^ded
county is, at the present moment in a very alarming

The western part of this
Government
unless some steps are promptly taken by he
uosition and, I fear, that
elapse before the
during the interval which must necessarily
to relieve the people
Russell can be brought into operation, serious
new measures of Lord John
will arise.
.. ...
if not outbreak
differing
part of the coun ry-say, Slabbereen,
menie depit of Indian meal in this
of great value to the people for however comBantry^or Castletown, would be
enlightened merchants of a city, where
may keep down prices among the
check,
it is to be
enforced
an
the same trade operates as
the nraiber engaged in
towns, where the supply is in he hands of one or
feared hat in small provincial
covetous.
will be at the mercy of the griping and
two Individuals, the poor

2

—

—

A

Enclosure.
Mr. Thomas

to

Major Beamish.

1846.
Cooshecn Cottage, Skull, Skilherccn, August 21,
of
when 1 received your favour with tile official documents
It was past time last night
With regard to the printed
tirne to acknowledge their rece.pt.
the 19th and I had hardly
of each family large families, small
the names of all the families, number
ri ir ular requirin
on public works, &c., &c., I cannot see
’
o,ul all'other persons requiring employment
t
-v
Government liaS given us a grant of a thousand

howo?
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pounds, to enable us to proceed with some works of importance, there would be some reason in
but having received only 35/., it would not be worth while to employ a person officially
From my own knowledge of the district west of Kilesoto get the necessary information.
hane, I can state, for the information of any one, that there are at least 1700 men, women, and
At present, there are about 100 poor men who, with their families,
children, resident in it.
have no means of living in another week there will be 100 men ; and in three weeks from this
date, there will be 500 men, and their families, wholly dependent on public works for the means
of support ! This is a melancholy, but an undeniable fact.
Small farmers who, in former years, had plenty of provisions, are as badly off now as the
Every one, however, as I stated in my letter of yesterday, will stick to the
poorest labourer.
few small and black potatoes, as long as they will keep body and soul together ; but this unwholesome food, at a moderate calculation, will afford the people a supply only for about three
weeks more. Bad as it is, it is better than none ; but when this fails, how are they to live ?
As to a few Relief Committees in a corner here and there, they are utterly inadequate to the
You might just as well
sufferings of hundreds, thousands, nay, millions of starving people.
attempt to feed the people with a puff of wind from a bellows
I defy any one living to
exaggerate the misery of the people it is impossible.
I will wait your reply to this note
before we make an attempt to furnish the lists, according to directions in the printed circular.
In the mean time we will employ those on the new road who are most distressed.
it;

—

From

the

Same

to the

Same.
August 22, 1846.

—

—

am and with heartfelt sorrow do I say it afraid that I shall be obliged to
another place for whatever is done by Government, or Public Works, will be too
late, after people are driven to desperation by hunger.
The whole country is nothing but a
slumbering volcano. It will soon burst.
I

look out

really

for

;

—

N.B. The funds
more than 40 men.

of the Relief

Committee (Gustivalley) do not admit of

Mr. Trevelyan

to

their

employing

Major Beamish.
Treasury, August 28, 1846.

I have duly received your note dated the 24th instant, with the enclosed
painful communication from the superintendent of your mines in the barony of

West

Carbery.
It has already been determined to establish a reserve depot of Indian
meal in that part of the country, and I shall write to Sir R. Routh, by to day’s
post, to express to him my opinion that this measure should be carried into effect
without loss of time.
e rely upon the merchants of Cork to lay in ample stores of Indian corn, and
other kinds of food, for the supply of that city and the adjoining country, without assistance from the Government, and our interference will be confined to
remote districts, which cannot be expected to be sufficiently provided for by the

W

ordinary operations of trade.

Mr. M'Davitt

to Sir

R. Routh.
Glenties Union, Glenties,

August
I

am

29, 1846.

Board of Guardians of this Union to inform you
which at present exists in this Union, in consequence

directed by the

of

of
the melancholy distress
The large majority of the inhabitants of this
the total loss of the potato crop.
Union principally consists of smajl farmers and occupiers, whose existence at all
times depended upon potatoes, and, as they are now deprived of this food, a famine,
with its baneful consequences, presses, if the people be not immediately relieved by
the speedy and benevolent intervention of Government in affording them provision

at first cost price.

Captain

Perceval

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
August 29, 1846.

The quantity
I just write one line to say that things remain in statu quo.
of Indian meal sold daily averages about 12 or 13 tons. Potatoes have been
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scarce in the market, and the best sort hardly fetch Ad. and 4 id., as neon.e are
unwilling to buy.

All

is

quiet,

and no symptoms that

Since ^writing

this, I

I hear of to the contrary.
have received the return of the constable in charge of

the depot at Castlebar for the past week, where it appears that the demand
is
increasing rapidly.
13,123 pounds were sold from the 21st to 27th inclusive,
which must exceed any previous -week’s consumption there.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, August 29, 1846.
I have seen the Lord Lieutenant about the biscuit, and we shall come to
an immediate arrangement about it, so as to retain the biscuit and give up the salt
beef.
I shall let you know how it is settled.
I am drawing up, with the advice
of the Lord Lieutenant, a new set of instructions to Committees.
The changes
are not great, but I think you will agree that they are judicious. They are not
yet complete.
I expect Mr. Cumming early next week, and I shall send him to
relieve Captain Perceval, pro tempore, until Mr. Lister is ready.
I saw a deputation from Westport yesterday, of which the Marquis of Sligo and Sir Richard
O’Donnell were the principal gentlemen. I hope we shall do better in regard to
grinding in that quarter than I expected.
Of these details, you will be advised
hereafter.
Mr. Coffin comes up immediately to give me a meeting here, but he
says he must return to close his accounts.
We must prevail on him to give up
his intention of going to England.
We have no time for a vacation. But I
propose, in the meanwhile, to send Mr. Dobree to county Donegal to report.
It is
a duty to be executed at once without delay.
Our measures are waiting for it.
I feel that we are employed on a difficult and hazardous service, and we must
leave no stone unturned to make our preparations as perfect as possible.
Be
assured, however, that the demand on you will be very great for supplies, greater
than you now anticipate, and any step that you now take to prepare for these
demands will be a wise and judicious precaution.
As Mr. Osborn, from the Ionian Islands, is one of the nearest recruits, I hope
you will urge his' being sent here immediately.
I enclose to you an application from a Mr. Dobbins, who is highly spoken of,
and has much local knowledge of the west coast, where he has been serving 23
years.
I have not seen him yet, but if he proves all that he says, would you object
to my employing him as a temporary clerk when the occasion presents itself?
I have just settled with Mr. Dobree, that he starts for county Donegal on Monday
evening, and I shall send you his reports.
This Commissariat inspection is indispensable. He will visit Ballyshannon and
Killibegs, and Ardara, and Glenties, and Rutland, and if he finds it expedient,
Gweedore Bay. The Admiralty, I think, offered us a floating depot at Killibegs*
if

we

require

of

all

I returned here last night, and shall be busily engaged in arrangements
kinds, for at least the next three weeks.
Our supplies are rapidly moving
the river to Haulbowline, for shipment to Limerick, so soon as the large

it.

Commissary-General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Cork, August 30, 1846.

down

steamers,

now engaged

in carrying troops, arrive, and I

am

preparing to form

depots at Skibbereen and Dingle.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, August 31, 1846.
I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the WeeklyReturn of the Commissariat depots in Ireland.

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

31

Enclosure.

Weekly

State

of

Provisions

Depots

in the several

in

Ireland on

August 29, 1846.
Indian Corn Meal.

Tons of

Depdts.

the Evening of Saturdav
6

Remarks.

Oatmeal.
Barrels.

Cork and dependencies
Clonmel and dependencies
Limerick
Banagher

Sacks.

Clare Castle
Kilrush

....
....

....
...
....

.

Totals

.

.

6[jn:
2T77T

3,866

1,349
675
60
622
1,478
357

1

Galway and dependencies
Westport and dependencies
Sligo and dependencies
Dublin
Longford
Tullamore

4i£-2.

1,871
3

21

44

254

780,707

57

65,777

117

32,742

7-

131-rf"..

241WVV

Sir R.

5,995

Routh

12,448 4,658,711

Mr. Trevelyan.

to

The

Mr. Dobree

Pounds.

7,389 2,069,049

.

Castle,

Dublin, August 31, 1846.

Donegal to-night. I shall send to you his instrucminute that there are some large private importations
into Skibbereen, and I write to Mr. Hewetson to pause, at
least in the quantity he
was proposing to send, which will now be 1000 sacks (8 sacks to a ton).
There is no doubt that we shall have every facility of grinding at Sligo and
;
you cannot do wrong in continuing to ship to that port.
very few days only can
elapse before I shall lay before you a complete statement of all
our means.
I should think it would be unnecessary to refer to the Channel
Islands for grinding, unless we fail here, which I have reason to hope will
not be the case.
If we grind anywhere out of Ireland, we should limit it to London
or Liverpool.
You will be curious to hear the estimated loss in the potato crop of this year.
It is computed that one-filth of the land in Ireland is
planted in potatoes
call it
The cultiva,ed lan<1 averages about 12,000,000 of acres and taking
omn*™ as the number planted
2,000,000
in potatoes, and estimating the cost of each acre
at 8 k, and it is in reality frequently 10k, you have at
8k per acre 16,000,000k
sterling.
What a loss for a poor country
My accounts from Galway and Clare are very bad.
I expect a full statement of the mill power of Galway
to-morrow ; and as they
have no corn unground, we shall require some at that port to
keep our mills
tions to-morrow.

starts for

I hear this

A

;

;

!

occupied.

Your

enclosure of the advices

is

most

and they are such as

satisfactory,

I

was led

to expect.
I observe what you say in regard to the large
steamer in connection with it,
which is excellent ; but still we want a small steam-tug for towing, drawing little
water, for the entrance into all the ports in the upper part of the
Shannon

mouth,
towards Limerick, is difficult of access; so much so, that even
the “Vulcan"’ is
too sharp, and in danger of running foul of the mud
banks.
The worst part in Clare will be from Mall Bay to Kilrush.

Mi. Lister is still at Clifden, but will be here shortly. He has had
a great deal
of labour in settling the accounts of that port.
I expect Mr. Cummins daily, to relieve Captain Perceval.

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
Treasury, August 31, 1846.
I shall send you, without delay, three hundred copies
of the Instructions
for the approaching season of Relief, contained in
the Treasury Minute of this day’s
date, and more shall follow if required.

Ihe
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them

extensively at once, in order to give

ficial

direction to the

from the first an uniform and beneof the country; the machine which we have
to put in motion and regulate being, not only the Government officers, but
the whole body of society in Ireland, from the nobleman and gentleman down
through the middle classes to the poorest peasant, who must all make one united
effort to get through the approaching calamity, and to avoid as many of the contingent evils, and secure as many of the contingent advantages to be expected
from

it,

You

efforts

as possible.

will probably be of opinion that

it

will be advisable to send a few copies

to each of the Relief Committees, together with copies of the Poor Employment
Act, an early impression of which Mr. Redington has already caused to be made
by the Queen’s printer.
It would, on the contrax-y, be unadvisable for us to promulgate the Grant
Act, which is of limited and exceptive operation, and the advantages offered by it

are such that the parties interested will soon
without any assistance from us.

make themselves

acquainted with

it,

The Chancellor of the Exchequer deshes me again to express to you his wish
that you should furnish us with constant and full information, both of the state
and prospects of the country, and of the measures taken, from time to time, either
by the Govei’nment or by private individuals (as far as these last come to your
knowledge), to alleviate the disti’ess.
Besides your private letters, which are written off hand as the occasion
requires, and may be considei*ed to supply the absence of personal communication,
you should send me officially, with your comments upon them, copies of every
report or letter of interest which you receive, either from your subordinate
officers, or from any other person, and of your replies to them, and a periodical
summai-y (which, I think, had better be at the end of each week) of the progress
of the disti’ess, and of the measui’es of different kinds taken to relieve it, and the
retuims of subscriptions and depots may form appendices to these weekly reports.
Since writing the above, I have received two letters from you, dated the
28th, and one dated the 29th August.
My impression is, that a daily official report on the state of your information,
&c., is more than you would be able to maintain with advantage, unless it were
kept in the form of a journal, and then we should lose the benefit of a connected
view of past proceedings. On the whole, I am inclined to think that it will be
better to adhere to the plan I have suggested in the former part of my letter, with
this modification, that the concluding summary, instead of being weekly, should
be twice a week, say, to be despatched on Wednesdays and Saturdays.
Mr. Bromley cannot be spared from his duties at Somerset House, after the
expiration of his leave of absence, and we must make the best arrangement in our
power for supplying his place. My impression is, that we had better depend upon
the assistance of the Commissariat officers expected from the Colonies, for the
means of strengthening your account department.
I have written to Mr. Voules, to desire that he will immediately proceed to
Dublin, to place himself under your orders.
I have also written to Lord F. Somerset, to request that he will inform me
what answer is returned to Colonel Archer ; and if it is favourable, I shall immediately direct him to proceed to Dublin.
You are authorized to employ Mr. Dobbins as a Commissariat clerk, reporting
it

for official sanction.

You will be surprised, and I fear, somewhat alarmed, to heai’, that the ChanExchequer finds it necessary to request that you will direct Mr.
Coffin to return immediately to the Treasury, where he will receive detailed
instructions for conducting an inquiry into the state of distress, and the xneuns
of relieving it, on the Western Coast and Isles of Scotland. This resolution has
been come to with a full knowledge of the inconvenience it may occasion to
the service in Ireland, and we rely upon you to make the best arrangement in
cellor of the

your power, for rendering this inconvenience as small as possible.
Fortunately Mr. Coffin is already in Dublin, or will shortly be there.
Mr.
Dobree has been ordei’ed by you, for the present, to undertake the duty which
you had assigned to Mr. Coffin in the north-west of Ireland and Mr. Hewetson
is transferring his stores to Limerick, and preparing to take charge there.
All
this is very satisfactory
and it is particularly gi’atifying that we have such an
able officer as Mr. Dobree to replace Mr. Coffin in the west of Ireland.
It only
;

;
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remains to have Mr. Coffin’s accounts made up for him, which
should be done if
possible before Mr. Hewetson takes charge
but if not, as soon after as may be •
;
and, in the meantime, I understand that no issues are to
take r
place from the
depot at Limerick.

At any

rate,

order Mr. Coffin to

come

to

me

back to Limerick.

at the Treasury, without goimr
8
5

Assistant Commissary-General Lister to Mr.

Trevelyan.

Westport, August 31, 1846.
I 15 eg to observe that ill the country through
which I have passed the oat
crop is considered very good ; it is, however, in many fields already
over ripe and
yet comparatively little has been cut, attributable, it is stated,
to the almost utter
impossibility of hiring labourers, in consequence of their being
enabled to obtain
employment in the public works; a question, which it appears to me, is not
undeserving the attention of the authorities.
Since I arrived here, I am informed by Captain Perceval, that
in consequence
of a deputation to the Lord Lieutenant from Westport, active
steps have been
taken to lay out immediately additional works in this
neighbourhood ; but which
not be
I

hope will

prematurely commenced.

Commissary-General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

August 31, 1846.
I send a newspaper containing reports of
several large and influential
meetings to address the Government.
An important one is again to be held here
next week
but what I am most anxious to see is action the people
put on work
and the trade importing food. In passing over the large tract
of country between
this and Limerick, a few days ago, I could not
but observe the contrast fields
covered with corn and oats in sheaf, the labourers everywhere
busily occupied with
the harvest, and their food, the potato, withont exception,
everywhere blighted and
°

—

;

withering.

Major Beamish alludes to a note from you about the destitution in
their mines.
1 advised him, some time ago, to purchase a supply of
food (that is, the Company')
and form a depot for their people, giving him, as an example,
a similar plan pursued by the Mining Association in Nova Scotia.
It is the proper course in such
remote places.

Mr. Ross

to

Mr. Tufnell.

Rosstown, September 1, 1846.
I have been requested by respectable parties to forward the
accompanying
memorial, with a view to its presentation to the Lords of
the Treasury

Enclosure.

To

the Right

The

Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury,
London.

Petition of Richardson Brothers,
Co., ofBelturbet, Merchants,

and Co., of

and

Belfast,

and Alexander Dickson,

Humbly Showeth,
That, your petitioners being the most extensive importers of Indian corn
into Ireland
are anxious to enter into arrangements which
would ensure them freightage for such Quantify
J
may consider it necessary to import.
Prom the extensive orders which have been sent out to the United States, and
the continent
ol, Jiurope, (petitioners themselves
having ordered upwards of fifty thousand quarters,) they
tave every reason to fear that many orders will
remain unexecuted, either for want of vessels to
s np ihe corn, or from the
extravagant rates, of freight demanded putting it beyond their reach
depriving the poor of this country
of a large supply of Indian corn, which they would
„
otherwise
have received, and which is now so vitally essential, ill consequence of the
almost total
destruction of the potato crop.
I hese circumstances induce
your petitioners to suggest the propriety of you placing some
r
as they

E
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Government steamers,

or other transport vessels, at their command, which
they guarantee to
keep constantly employed in the transmission of Indian corn and
grain into Ireland, and
your petitioners will ever pray.

Dated

in Belfast, this

Richardson Brothers, and Co.
Alexander Dickson, and Co.

26th day of August, 1846.

Treasury Minute on the
Write

to the parties that their

Sir R.

1

Routh

Mr. Trevelyan.

to

Dublin Castle, September 1, 1846.
the honour to report to you for the information of the Right Hon.
Commissioner 8 °f Her Majesty’s Treasury, that a payment has been
under the authority of the Lord Lieutenant, to the Commissioners

HAVE

My Lords
made

above.

September 4, 1846.
Lordships cannot comply with their application.

this day,

oi Public \\ orks of 3,500/. for preliminary
expences connected with relief works
tor the employment of the people.
^ ha W. also to ^te, for their Lordships’ information, that requisitions have been
received for the advance of 100/. for works at Cape
Clear Island, and 100/. for
works in the Island of Sherkin, county of Cork.
.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

September 15, 1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh, and state that my Lords would wish to be furnished
with some explanation of the nature of the preliminary expences
referred to.
Sir

R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin Castle, September

1,

1846.

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for the information
of the Right HonourCommissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the annexed copv of a
from Assistant Commissary-General Stevens, dated Sligo, 31st ultimo,
with
six enclosures, with copy of a communication from
the Glenties Union, so as to
afford to you a view of the state of that part of
the country.
I am not aware of the object of withdrawing the
“Racer” from the Sligo
station ; but I write to Sir James Dombrain on
the subject.
There appears to be a difficulty in obtaining the use of the “
”
Warrior
Excise
steamer and in the present critical position of the north of
Donegal, it is most
important to obtain the services of that vessel for about two or three
weeks. May
I request that their Lordships will be pleased to direct a letter
to be written to the
Board of Excise to authorise this arrangement.
Deputy Commissary-General Dobree will reach Sligo this day. I
lay before
you copy of my instructions to that officer, whom I shall probably find
it necessary
to detain on that station until Mr. Coffin can assume the
superintendence.
Mr. Coffin seems desirous of transferring Captain Pole’s assistance,
so that he
may continue to act under his orders; and it is probable that his station
will be
Baltina, which is a large town, with considerable mill power, in
county Mayo
I apprehend that Mr. Stevens rather overrates the sufficiency of
his remains in
store ; but I calculate on the arrival of the new
supply before his present stock is

able

my Lords

letter

;

1

exhausted.

Enclosures.
Assistant Commissary-General

alarm

Stevens

to Sir

R. Routii.

Sligo, August 31, 1846.
In consequence of there being scarcely any meal but what is in our depot,
the greatest
throughout the country
and I continue to receive from all directions most urgent
up a sufficient supply in the several sub-depots for the immediate wants

is felt

;

requests to keep
people.

of the

The

potato crop is almost entirely gone, and the oats (to any extent)
will not be available
for the next lour or five weeks.
The merchants, as yet, have not imported any grain (allhough
1 understand a large quantity has been ordered)
so that everything depends on us to prevent
;
r
starvation.
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Sir R.

Routh

to

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree.

„
take
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Pray report to me as you proceed, for the emergency is most pressing, and the representations
from all parts of Donegal, particularly in the neighbourhood of Ardara, Rutland, and Glenties
are most urgent.
His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant has expressed to me much anxiety on the subject. I
shall submit your reports to him, and I shall send copies to the Lords of the Treasury, and it
is

necessary that

we should

act without delay.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

September

4,

1846.

to the Commissioners of Excise that, owing to the critical state of the
north of the county of Donegal, it is important that the “ Warrior” Excise steamer,
which is reported to have returned to Lough Swilly, should be employed in con-

Write

nexion with the depot of Indian corn meal at Sligo in conveying meal to the
and tlveir Lordships desire
different places on the coast at which it is required
commander of the “Warrior” may be immediately instructed to place
himself in communication with the Commissariat officer in charge of the depot at
Sligo, and to comply with such requisitions as he may receive from him for the
conveyance of the supplies belonging to the depot.
Transmit a copy of this minute to Sir R. Routh for his information, and state
that their Lordships entirely approve of his instructions to Deputy CommissaryGeneral Dobree.
;

that the

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
Treasury , September

I

enclose

copies of

two

letters received last night

1,

1846.

from Mr. Erichsen.

we may perfectly understand each other, I shall now proceed to give
you a summary of all that has been purchased up to the present date, and of the
manner in which we propose to appropriate it.

And

that

Qrs.

26th August, London

600
600

1200, which are now being shipped for Sligo.
26th August, Liverpool 800, shipped for Westport.
Afloat
760, being the cargo of the “ Margaret,” from Marseilles,
which is expected to arrive at Cork or Falmouth
about the end of this month, and will then be
ordered to Sligo.

gjj

August, London

290
570
860, which I have instructed Mr. Erichsen to consider as
appropriated to grinding in London, and he will
at once close with the offer which has been made
him to grind about 80 quarters a week, at the
rate of 3s. 3d. per quarter ; and I have sent for
Mr. Meek who will, I hope, undertake to set the
Admiralty mill at Deptford at work without
delay, to help us to get it all ground as soon
as possible.

Liverpool 1000 ordered to Sligo.

4620
Afloat

“ Mary Stuart” from Trieste,
1300, being the cargo of the
expected to arrive at Cork or Falmouth about the
middle of October.

1184 tons, of which 3860
772 tons, are at our immediate disposal,
and 2060 quarters or 412 tons are to arrive at or
end of this month.

5920, or rather more than
quarters, or
after the
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The following memorandum calls for very serious attention in the present and For Sir R. Routh'
answer, see p. 40.
expected state of prices.
cannot avoid buying to the extent necessary to fulfil our responsibilities, but
we must be most cautious where, when, and at what price we sell, lest we should
again bring a pressure upon us, which we might not a second time be able to resist
or to bear through.

We

Of course we must not sell, even in the west of Ireland, except in cases which
imperatively require our interference ; and I request you to consider whether it
ought not to be understood that when we are obliged to open our depots, it will
probably be at a decidedly higher price than 10Z. a ton.
Mr. Erichsen has, up to the present time, so managed his purchases as to make
them all at the current prices, without raising the market ; but it must sooner or
known that the Government is in the market, and then it is to be feared

later be

there will be a

We shall go
but

we must

rise.

on buying

take care

for

Longford and Banagher, as we have opportunity,

how we

raise the trade prices here, or

lower our

own

in

Ireland.

Enclosure.

Copy

of

Memorandum

enclosed in the foregoing.

In making purchases of Indian corn on behalf of Government, it must be borne in mind that
30s. per quarter is the highest rate that dealers can afford to pay, in order to retail the meal
at 10/. per ton, or about 1<Z. per lb.

Any operations of the Government in buying whilst the supplies are not equal to the
demand, must necessarily tend still further to assist an upward tendency, thereby obliging the
dealers to raise their retail prices to the Irish poor, not only to the extent of the increase in the
first cost, but with 30 per cent, added to cover the outlay of capital.

Take the

present average rates at 35s. per quarter, or 8Z. 15s. per ton,
add for grinding &c. 1Z. 4s.

gives 9Z. 19s. as the cost price to the dealer;
and loss, and the price at which the dealers can afford to sell
be 12/. 18s. 8cZ. per ton, or nearly U<Z. per lb.
Now, it is manifest tliat if, under these circumstances, the Government retail their provisions
at 1<Z. per lb., private trade will be ruined
dealers will be driven out of the market, and the
burthen of feeding the whole pauper population of Ireland will be thrown upon the Government, because the whole weight of the Government will be brought to operate against the
dealers in their own markets, and, secondly, by underselling them with their customers.
It is, therefore, a matter for serious consideration how far the system of Government purchases should be carried.
The natural limit would seem to be only just sufficient to meet
cases of downright necessity, inasmuch as private trade, if left to itself, would effect ten times as
much as the whole efforts of the Government with its agents could accomplish.

add 30 per

cent, to cover profit

to the Irish poor will

—

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, September 1, 1846.
I should be very glad to receive some Indian corn at Dublin, to
be
forwarded to Longford and Banagher.
have had some very pressing demands
from the former, chiefly as a supply to Longford and Cavan counties, where there
are no potatoes left, and you may include Fermanagh in the same predicament.
shall be hard pressed until our reinforcement arrives.
I find that our old instructions to Committees are not applicable to the present
occasion.
They must be prepared anew, and this will occupy me three or four
days, for it requires caution, before I can submit them to the Lord Lieutenant,
can hardly be ready for our officers before these instructions are prepared.
I do not press immediately for the corn for Longford
but we shall require it
;
hereafter when Sligo is more advanced.

We

We

We

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle September 2, 1846.
I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commsssioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a
report from Assistant Commissary-General Lister, dated Westport, 31st ultimo.
,
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Westport, 31st
August.

So far, Mr. Lister lias ably conducted the duty entrusted to him,
and I draw
your attention to the gratuitous issues which appear to have
been made under
the authority of Sir James Dombrain, and on whom,
I shall call for explanation
and submit his reply to the consideration of my Lords.

.

The

enclosures accompany the report.

five

Enclosure.
Mr. Lister

to Sir

R. Routh.

Westport, August 31, 1846.
of the 25th instant, I have the honour to inform you that
I
J
arrived at this station, late yesterday evening.
After much labour, trouble and difficulty, the accounts
of Captain Helpman were eompleted yesterday morning, and with the sums
remaining due on his sales, transmitted to the
the various
your

In reference

officers

to

my letter

whom

trom

consignments were received.

mation a statement which exhibits the aggregate
gratuitous
Chlden and its dependencies, together with a copy of the
order

beg to enclose for
issues of Indian corn

I

infor-

meal at
on which they were authorised

as well as of the certificate of the officer making
the issue.
It is, I conceive, proper to state that out of
11, 663 lbs. so issued, there were

(Jlaggan station.

6682 lbs.

at the

The total quantity of meal sold at all the stations, is 562,627
lbs. ; the loss on the sales, in
small quantities to tile poor, 18,50olbs„ (including the
deficiency in the barrels, which on the
average, is not less than from one to two per cent.)
result, I think, very creditable to the
and men oil whom the retail issues devolved; indeed, their
exertions, 6
generally, have

A

officers

been highly meritorious.

The officers and men, however, in charge of the Coast Guard
stations, are but little
acquainted with accounts, and it certainly appears to
me, desirable that the custody and sale
our supplies should not in future be entrusted to
the Coast Guard service, when it can

oi

possibly be avoided.
I cannot conclude this part of
report, without stating that I found in Lieutenant
Stokes
a zealous, active, and intelligent officer he has had
charge of the Mannin Bay, or Clifden
;
Depot ; the duties have been most satisfactorily performed, and
his accounts in all essential
points correctly rendered.
I am not aware to what extent it may become
necessary to employ persons not belonging
to this department, on this service, but if
an accession of strength becomes indispensable I
u ould take the liberty to recommend Lieutenant Stokes
to your favourable notice.
Agreeably
to the intention communicated in my former
letter the whole of the supplies have been
brought
from the out stations to Clifden, and transferred, in
presence, from the charge of Captain
Helpman to that of Assistant Commissary-General Wood,
to whom I have forwarded a copy
Py
of the enclosed instructions to Constable Robinson.

my

my

Ca P.lain Heipman had charge of the supplies, he had the store at
? J every night
Mannin Bay guarded
by one of his men, who came three miles for that purpose.
Tins protection, although utterly insufficient, has now been
withdrawn, and as this store is
upwards of half a mile from the constabulary barracks, and
as that force cannot furnish a permanent guard, I have taken upon myself under these
circumstances,
the tim

M

hat

the responsibility of
hiring another store contiguous to the constabulary barracks,
and thus Sub-Inspector
Ireland ’
1
enabled to guarantee the security of our supplies.
“ Ch better 5t ° re ‘ han * hat ,akmb Major
Wainwright, and will hold about
y
tons

is.

m

SOot^O

“ me!

“
approval™"*

21 10i P er month '
'

as loi>g as required.

I enclose the tender for

I transmit for your information, copy of a letter
addressed to me by the secretary of Clifden
Relref Commfttee,
reference to the hire of the store at that
place, together with my reply
thereto.
The President of the Commfttee, is brother to the gentleman
to whom the store
celo.tgs
There are no troops, or barracks for them, at Clifden.
At Roundstone, (two miles
south of Clifden), the meal heretofore, was deposited in,
and sold from, a small store belonging
the

m

to
Coast Guard service.
There is, however, a school-room (at present
unoccupied)
belonging to Mr. Martin, M.P. for Galway it is
well situated, being on the water side
;
between 2 and 300 yards from the quay, and within
40 yards of the constabulary barracks’
This building is 16 feet wide and 22 feet long, and is,
I think, sufficiently lame for the
pur
purJ
°
.

pose, for which

it

11

of

may

Mr

this" building*
Vessels drawing 12

On Thursday

'

be required.
Marlin ’ would UIlder the circumstances, allow the
Government the use

feet

can unload at Clifden, Roundstone.

Claggan, Telly, and Ballinakill.
In lieu of the depdts heretofore established at these places, and the Killeries,
I would propose the formationof
a constabulary depot at Litterpack, which from rts central
position would, it is supposed, suffice
for
these four stations, as it is not more than nine miles from
any one of them.
stable close to
the barracks can be hired here, which would answer
our purpose.
Litterpack is nine miles from Clifden, and the same
distance from the constabulary barrack
of .Leenan
which, in case of emergency, I have reason
to believe, a room will be appropp °
priated for the reception of meal.
last, I visited

A

,,
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These depots could be supplied with meal from Clifden.
Mr. Blake, J. P., of Renoyle, Tully, Galway, strenuously
urged me to suggest the exned al !'' s tang permitted to purchase a sack or Wo of
meal at fne time, from
?
tlm constabulary depdts,
the
on the production of a certificate from influential
men that they had
every reason to behove the meal would be sold
out in small quantities, and at a reasonable
profit, to the poor at places some distance
from any depot
b
that in the countr throu h whicl> 1 b
passed,
the oat crop is considered
«
y
,
:
J°
very
g od, it is however, in many fields, already over ripe, and yet comparatively little

5

.

has
been cut ; attributable, it is stated, to the almost
utter impossibility of hiring labourers
in
consequence of their being enabled to obtain
employment in the public worl, a , uesta
^
which, it appears to me, is not undeserving the
attention

Ca

thoToir
L d Ll ?utl™
™ an ‘-.frem Westport,P

tatfoTJo

!ddV

diat.lv

*

“

W °‘’ kS

h

*

‘

S

ne

^mmenced.

a ° kn0 ",led6 ii tbe re ceipt of your

‘°

8
attend!

P
4th proximo,

™

S

SSI:'

ENT “ f

oX

““

S ‘° re '

'

^

of

b "t which I hope

.

letter.

I ”s

‘f

No.

“n

'

at

re "‘ ia fal > ‘° ‘ b e

Clifden and

its

Depen.

" d ee Helpman, R.N., between the
22nd
> ha a “‘ h “ ri
° f *>“

“

V

Pounds of

Station.

Indian

Mannin Bay

Com

Meal.

3,469
6,682
105

Claggan
Ballinakill

Tully

not be prematurely

P ald his

Corn Meal made

Indian

P ect !"S'

,

will

10, (C. 964.) to which I shall duly

" P * l CIifden’ haS b

7s4b %£$£***Con
^ma
"

Nhh
9
jSy

dated

^

ATmTOTS Issues
°f,

June and

of the authorities
Perceval, that in consequenee of a depuactive steps have been taken to lay out
imme-

,ai “

« hbourb°° d

-
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Killeries

1,365

Roundstone
Total

S gned

A “° S

'

')

Westport, August 3], 1846.

.
11,663£
Lister> Assist^t Commissary- General.

oune zz, icmj.
,
In pursuance of„ an order from Sir James
Dombrain, Inspector-General
issue meal to the destitute sick in
fever, on a certificate from Dr. Suffield
d’ after being
cojters.giiedbyme.at therate of 2 lbs. for each
member above 10 years and i lb °o eadl
7
under, for the number of days specified
in the certificate.

M

(Signed)

P. A.

Helpman,
*° lhe

1846, out of the supplies received from
No. of families relieved.
°f

mea ‘

*°

Coast GuarcT Station!

“

Inspecting- Commander.

“d

oned

mmW °f
»

j_.ua*

^

*» aWe

N

°'

° f famife at

*a

August 25, 1846.
(Signed)
Edward Grounds, Chief Boatman
Approved.
(Signed)
P. A. Helpman, Inspecting-Commander,
Clifden.
Clifden,

Constable Robinson,
Clifden,

have been selected to take charge of the
Commissariat
necessaiy that you should strictly attend to
the following instructions

UPP

&

ie S ’

reraaini

a
, nn
August
29,

Depot
P

1

846

at Clifden

it is

at this

station will be transferred to your
"?
?V,
custody in mv
nrc;in,! and
!. r
presence,
for which you will 1be required to
^
give a receipt.
You are to report, and render your accounts, to
Assistant Commissarv-General Wood
Ga way You will copy the forms of weekly state
of meal, certificatH!
fa retails^'
t0
lbr ” 1Shed ' m0rl,lll
int0 a “"stabulary book, and

£s

y

dotly*dh“m
eal

?

1

is

t0

,

by

vw
^

d

°“V

‘°

V°or

per hatf’t<m

-

are not to be sold for less than
i5ed f
whom'
, °I

1 obs01 re
'
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carefully separate from that of good quality, reporting as soon as possible the quantity
found

damaged

to Assistant.

Commissary-General Wood.

A

very important part ot your duty will be the constant inspection of the meal in your
charge, opening two or three barrels or sacks in order to ascertain its quality, and
reporting
weekly to Assistant Commissary-General Wood the result of your examination.

You must not incur any expense without the authority of Assistant Commissary-Gene al
vV ood, except for labour and transport, and then only when it is
actually indispensable.
\ ou will remove the supplies, it possible, on Monday, from the store in which they are at
present deposited to that hired from Mr. Creighton.
1 ou must keep your work up to the day, and
Commissary-General Wood for instructions.

if

ever in doubt or difficulty, write to Assistant

Amos

(Signed)

Lister, A.C.G.

(Copy of Tender.)
Clifden,

August 29, 1846.

I hereby offer to let to Her Majesty’s Government a stone store, slated roof,
60 feet
long by 16 feet wide, surrounded by a large wall, with iron-fastened windows, for the sum
of
21. 10s. per month, for so long a period as the Government
may require it possession to be
given on Monday the 31st of August next.
:

To Mr.

Lister, Assistant Commissary-General.

(Signed)

A.

* IR ’

J.

Creighton.
August 29.

Clifden,

On the other side you will find a copy of a resolution which was adopted at a meeting
of the Clifden Relief Committee, held this day, and to which I have the honour
to direct Jyour
notice.
Assistant Commissary -General Lister,
§TC

Jfc

-

am, &c.,

I

W. H.

(Signed)

-

Clifden.

® IR

Clifden Court House, August 29.

Hy th

Clifden Relief Committee met.
It

was

Suffield, M.D.,

Secretary Relief Committee, Clifden.

’

D’Arcy, Esq.,

.

in the chair.

resolved.

That it having come to the knowledge of this Committee that the Commissary (Mr.
Lister), now at Clifden, is about to remove the Indian meal from Mr. J. D’Arcy
’s store on the
quay, that our Secretary be requested to communicate with that gentleman, stating
the great
sacrifice Mr. J.
Arcy has already made, he having given his store for many months grathat depriving him now of any benefit that might arise would be both
unjust *and
ungrateful ; and that the Commissary be requested to continue to rent Mr. J. D’Arcv’s
store.

D

tuitously

;

Hy th D’Arcy, Chairman.
Wm. H. Suffield, M.D.,

(Signed)

.

SlR >

Clifden,
I

have

this evening

had the honour

Secretary.

August 29, 1846.

to receive your note, together with
to which
notice is directed.

a copy of the
resolution of the Clifden Relief Committee,
I beg in reply to state to you, for the information of the Committee, that
previously to the
receipt of your communication I had considered it
duty to hire the store to which you
J

my

my

make

allusion.

I am, however, satisfied that the motives which induced Mr J. D’Arcy
to give the Government, for some time, the gratuitous use of his store are appreciated.

Dr.

Wm. H.

Suffield,

I

Secretary Relief Committee, Clifden.

am, &c..

Amos Lister, A.C.G.

(Signed)

Treasury Minute on

the above.

September 8, 1846.
Write to Sir R. Routh, that their Lordships concur with him in opinion, that
Assistant Commissary-General Lister, has so far ably executed the duty
entrusted
to him.

State that my Lords await the explanation called for from Sir James
Dombrain, regarding the gratuitous issues of Indian corn meal,
reported to have been
made under his authority, previously to expressing any opinion on the subject.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle, Dublin,

See Page

Your memorandum

37.
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to inquire into the character and means of the dealers.
The only point which
occurs to me as requiring comment in your memorandum is the
30 per cent
This
is a ready-money business
and I think that calculations, applicable perhaps
;
generally, cannot fairly be estimated so high in this transaction.
sale, under
such circumstances, ol an article of first necessity is so rapid,
that it cannot be
judged on so high an estimate for the outlay, &c. This, however,
does not affect
the principle, and it is evident we must raise our
price ; and I shall brin<«- the
°
subject immediately under the notice of the Lord Lieutenant.
I hope next week to send all my store accounts in to 30th
June, and I am well
on with the store accounts to July but I have not yet received
those from Cork
which are, however, nearly ready.
Mr. Hewetson talks of being able to complete his removal by the
15th
The
“ Rhadamanthus” the “Dee,” the
“ Stromboli,” and the “Alban” have been
moving troops, and are still doing this duty.
The coast-guard squadron have been all brought to Dublin for
their annual
survey, and will only return to their stations on Monday
next.
This has been very
inconvenient.
Mr. Coffin will leave the engagement of mill power at Limerick
to
Mr. Lelston. We are likely to get good mill power at
Westport.

A

;

Commissary- General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

September 3, 1846.
I send you another Cork paper, reporting
meetings to memorialize the
Government. You will see all are anxious to throw the support
of the people on the
btate
but your Minute, which appears in the same paper,
and which I see for the
hrst time, will have immediate effect.
I like it much
it only remains for the
pr ° pnet0rS and what is of permanent importance, the
Trade, to do their
;

;

’

part

The steamers

are unfortunately

at this moment, engaged in moving troops,
but T
promised the whole force next week, and in the mean time we
are busily employed
in sending our supplies down the river in lighters
to Haulbowline, for shipment in
the steamers, as they cannot come up here.
I believe I mentioned, I am also providing the new depot at Skibbereen, where I am happy
to say, a cargo on private
’
°
1
account recently arrived.
Circumstances, at the time unavoidable, having made me in
person a store and
cash accountant, to a considerable extent, now
hamper me much in winding up
the multiplicity of my transactions. I must not be
so clogged again. I trust between
the 15th and 20th, to be in Limerick.
I see my ground of operation, and with
btting assistance, have no sort of fear but to do well.

am

Messrs.

We

Erichsen

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

110, Fenchurch-street, September 3, 1846.
have the honour to wait upon you with the contract
entered into
Indian corn at “King’s Mills,” Rotherhithe, where we
commence

for grinding

operations immediately.

We

are happy to have it in our power to state that
we shall most probably be
in a position to secure a more important mill-poiver.
having just had some conversation with a person who has been many years
in the United States as a
miller, and who lias lately taken a mill a few miles
from town, which he is
willing to use solely for grinding Indian corn.
hope to he able to submit
the particulars to-morrow.

We

Enclosure.
Mr. Kid

to Messrs.

Erichsen and Co.

King's Mills, Rotherhithe, September 2, 1846.
In reply to your favour of yesterday, I beg to state that
I will grind the Indian corn
you mentioned at 3s. 3d. per quarter, to be received
aifd 'delivered in your sacks.
oncui rently with the other work in the mill, I will
not engage to do more than 50quarters
pei week at present.
You will have no objection to send the corn in manageable quantities
a
t) quarters per week, or
so, that it can be received into the mill, as room can
y.
be made
or it; ot course any engagement
to do a certain quantity per week is always subject to any
unforeseen accident befalling the machinery
of the mill.
If you determine on sending the
j-

coin here, the sooner a parcel arrives
the better.
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Treasury Minute on

the above.

September 4, 1846.

Transmit a copy of this letter and of its enclosure, and of their Lordships’
minute of this day’s date, to Sir R. Routh, for his information, and state
that their Lordships have for the present appropriated the 860 quarters of Indian
corn purchased in London on the 28th and 31st ultimo to be ground, with all
possible dispatch, at the Admiralty Mill at Deptford and at the “ King’s Mills,”
Rotherhithe, and then to be shipped to Sligo without delay, packed in sacks of
separate

280 lbs.

each.

above-mentioned
has been called to the instructions for kiln-drying and manufacturing Indian corn
into meal, printed at pages 117 and 118 of the correspondence laid before Parliament, descriptive of the late relief operations.
Let a copy of their Lordships’ separate minute of this day’s date, and of this
minute, be given to Mr. Erichsen, for his information and guidance.
mills

State that the attention of the superintendents of the

Sir R. Routii to Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin Castle, September 3, 1846.
I have the honour to lay before you, for the consideration of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the annexed
letter from Commissary-General Hewetson, submitting the high opinion he
entertains of the valuable services rendered by Mr. N. Cummins, the managing
partner of the house of Messrs. N. and J. Cummins, whether as the agent of
Messrs. Baring and Co., or on relief service distinct therefrom and hoping that
my Lords would be pleased to mark their sense of his conduct by some expression
;

of their approval.
I beg to add my

Mr. Hewetson’s encomium

full belief that

is

in every

way

merited.

Enclosure.
Mr. Hewetson to Sir R. Routh.
Lee Mills Depot, Cork, September

As

1,

1846.

am now

winding up the relief service in Cork, preparatory to removal, I have the
you will do me the favour to bring under the notice of the Lords CommisMajesty’s Treasury, the high sense I entertain of the usefulness of Messrs.
all my arrangements in any way connected with that firm,
and which, as correspondents of Messrs. Bal ing Brothers, of London, have been most extensive.
I feel I was fortunate in having had such an intelligent and upright man to act with as
the managing partner of the house, Mr. Nicholas Cummins, his assistance on many occasions
has been most valuable to me and whether in his performance of duties connected with
Messrs. Baring’s house, or on relief services distinct therefrom, he has invariably shown tile
most anxious and untiring solicitude.
Should their Lordships at any future period need the intervention of a commercial house
in this city', I can, with great confidence, name Mr. N. Cummins as a person on whom every
and I should feel gratified at any favourable expression made to him
reliance may be placed
on the part of their Lordships, in approval of his exertions.

honour

N. and

I

to request

sioners of

J.

Her

Cummins, throughout

;

;

Treasury Minute on

the above.

September

8,

1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh that the zealous and able manner in which Mr.
Nicholas Cummins co-operated with the officers of Her Majesty’s Government
in the arrangements for the relief of the suffering arising from the failure of the
potato crop in 1845 and 1846, as well in his capacity of agent of Messrs. Baring
Brothers as in the execution of separate services, has repeatedly come under the
observation of this Board, and their Lordships desire that a communication may
be made to Mr. Cummins, expressive of the approbation with which his conduct
has been regarded by them.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
September

3,

1846.

I have secured the Admiralty mill at Deptford, and have engaged with
a private miller to grind fifty quarters or more a week, at 3s. 3 d. a quarter,
besides which the whole of a large mill is offered to us capable of grinding 200
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quarters weekly and we may have the whole of the
Admiralty mill at Plymouth,
and half that at Portsmouth.
e commence grinding at

W

the two first mentioned mills immediately.
1
al1
te to you more in detail on this subject
to-morrow, and in the mean
time I send these few lines, in order that knowing what
resources we have here
you may not yield to extravagant demands in Ireland.

™

*

.

Treasury Minute.
September 4, 1846.
Write to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, and state
that it being
of lmpoi tance to obtain additional mill power for
grinding Indian corn in aid of
the operations for the relief of the suffering arising
from scarcity in Ireland, my
Lords request that their Lordships will give directions
for such quantities of
Indian corn being ground at the Admiralty Mill at
Deptford as may, from time
to time, be sent for that purpose.
It is requested that the whole of the grain
may be kiln-dried previously to its
and
fter
hilS be6n
P ro P erl y cooled . it may be 1packed in
!*"Sf of 20 stone,
t’
u each.
sacks
or ‘ion
280 lbs.
The grain will be delivered by Mr-. Erichsen, of110, Fenchurch-street, and
be
at

the meal should

held

his disposal.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle, Dublin,

September

4, 1846.

I DREW up yesterday upon a plan that Mr: Coffin
and I considered together,
a paper to be addressed to the Relief Committees,
pointing out to them the two
difficulties the country was likely to
experience in the insufficiency of mill power
and of small dealers, to grind and distribute the meal, and
preparing them for the
necessity to which the Government would be
subject, even on the west coast to sell
at such a price as should admit the trade to
compete.

Our issues of meal as part of a donation, were made under
other circumstances
than the present when we had remains in
store, and would not now be repeated.
Ihe disposal of those remains was then a question, which it
is not now.
ro ose t0 llls Excellency, to fix our price
at 11/. on Monday next.
I
fl P P
i
think
15 per cent, on outlay, &c. is enough for a ready money business
like this.
You speak of re-opening our depots.
have never been able to shut
•

We

them

at

Galway, at Westport, or at Sligo, and we are sending
off what we have at Dublin
Gongford where the distress is very great, and the trade
altogether unprepared.
You can have no idea of the demand in Galway, Mayo,
Roscommon, Sligo,
.Longford, and Donegal. I think you had better extend
the powers of Mr. Erichsen
and allow him to buy the 2000 quarters from the Mediterranean,
which he suggests!
You must bear in mind, that the trade are waiting for arrivals
from America in
the hope that prices may fall in November, but
if we do this, we lose the fineweather, and the use of the few mills the country
now affords to us.
to

Routh

Sir R.

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
September

I

send you the enclosed copy of

a letter from

interesting.

4,

1846.

Mr. Stevens, which may be

Enclosure.
Mr. Stevens to Sir R. Routh.

“ m y°“
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Stiffo,

that a merchant called

,

September 3, 1846.

upon me,

to

know whether

J

"hhh I of course declined to do, his object being
from the scarcity of provisions in that neighbourhood0
,
u5 outrages committed by t he peasantry, for the want
of food at
a PP e ar T‘°
frora 'ho enclosed extract of a letter received
from Longford,
s

?°

’r hfogto'd,
f r **’* ab0Ut

Way

g

?

m

STSST’a

SOmi!

on
the dtith of August,
"'I' which ,
he was kind enough to favour me with.
° Mc essa
,0 acquaint you of a circumstance that occurred
here.
Being about
to shines™ 1
P
UPP , y ° f mea !° B allma ’ lt a PP ears that a party of men (unknown) proceeded
to ,he v
,
1 t)
ua-v ’ at ldni ght,
and by intimidation, frightened the captain to such an
evtf.nt
o
,
xtent, as
to
cause him to relinquish the voyage, but as they
had no objection to his proceeding
.
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any other port

to Killybegs, or

carmen
Mayo.

whom

I

in that direction, I

have generally employed

am

led to believe they were

some

to cart the supplies to that part of the

of the
county

The people here are generally very peaceable and quiet, but when hunger commences, there
is no knowing to what extent of violence they may resort, and the military here, if unfortunately there should be any occasion to call upon them for assistance, would be very inadequate
to repel any sudden outbreak, the force numbering only to about 40 men.
P.S.
I have just received by post, the enclosed letter from the Secretary to the Relief Committee of Trevor, county Donegal, requesting a supply of Indian meal may be sent to the coast
guard station of Dooran, to relieve the wants of people in that neighbourhood.

—

Extract from a Letter dated Longford, August 30, 1846.

“ I regret much to write that a partial famine cry is raised here ; not as much as a loaf of
baker’s bread, or as I have heard, and believe, | cwt. of meal from any one seller, even a
The
huckster, could be obtained here to-day (although Sunday, it was anxiously looked for).
feeling of the poor here to-day, is certainly strong, and not lessened by an express from Roscommon arriving with an order for the commanding officer and forces to repel a hunger movement of the peasantry. It is asserted that they broke open all the provision shops in Roscommon, and killed a deal of cattle there last night. One thing is certain, that if the people are
not aided,

it

will

end badly.”

Treasury Minute.
Sejjtember 4, 1846.

My Lords have before them Commissary- General Sir R. Routh’s General
Report, dated July 31st, in which he describes the system adopted for the relief of
the suffering arising from the failure of the potato crop in Ireland, in the year
1845-6, and notices the services of the officers employed in these operations.
In the first place their Lordships have much pleasure in acknowledging the
additional claims which Sir R. Routh has established upon them by the able
manner in which these remarkable operations have been conducted by him and
when the novelty, difficulty, and delicacy of the service, and the degree to which
judgment and foresight, united with great practical ability, were required for its
successful execution are considered, the highest praise their Lordships can bestow
on Sir R. Routh is, that he has completely justified the opinion and answered tire
;

expectations which induced them to select him for the service.
Commissaries-General Coffin and Hewetson are entitled to
approbation in the next degree.

their Lordships’

Commissary-General Coffin was selected to assume the charge of the large depot
which it was determined to form at Limerick, and to superintend the relief operaand in the performance of the varied and
tions in the neighbouring counties
arduous duties which this trust involved, Mr. Coffin acquitted himself with his usual
judgment and ability. The heaviest and most continued pressure which took place
throughout the whole operations was upon the Limerick depot; and the letters
from Mr. Coffin printed in the correspondence laid before Parliament give only an
imperfect idea of the labour and anxiety he underwent.
Commissary-General Hewetson was selected to take charge of the central depot
at Cork, and superintend the relief operations in that city and the neighbouring
In the execution of this important trust, he had to discharge the cargoes
district.
of the vessels laden with Indian corn, as they arrived from America and elsewhere
to dispatch it to the
to sack and store the meal
to kiln-dry and grind the grain
and to commusubordinate depfits in different parts of Ireland, as it was required
nicate with upwards of eighty relief Committees in the neighbouring counties.
The able and successful manner in which Commissary-General Hewetson
acquitted himself of these duties is considered by their Lordships to reflect great
credit on that officer.
The exertions of the superintending officers would, however, have been of no
avail in contending against the difficulties of the service, if they had not been
zealously supported by the Commissariat officers acting under them, and by the
military officers and other gentlemen who were employed in aid of the department.
The cheerfulness with which an extraordinary degree of labour, both of mind
and body, has been supported; and the zeal and unanimity with which persons of
every rank have acted together to ensure the success of operations, the object of
which was to secure their fellow subjects from famine, confer honour on all who
were called to Jake a part in this service.
Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to confer the honour of knighthood on
;

;

;

;
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Commissary-General Sir Edward Coffin, as a mark of Her royal approbation of
valuable services rendered by that officer to the public in many different parts
of
the world, the last and not the least distinguished of which, was the charge of the
relief operations at Limerick and on the west coast of Ireland.

As some compensation for the extraordinary labours and privations connected
this service, their Lordships have been pleased to determine
that every person
employed in the Commissariat department during the late relief operations
in
R. Routh to the most subordinate store-keeper, shall receive a
donation equal to half the net pay which may have been received by him from
the
commencement of the operations to the last day of August, 1846 and Sir R.
Routh will furnish a statement of the donation to which each individual will be
entitled according to this rule, upon the receipt of which the order for
payment will
with

Ireland, from Sir

;

be given.
I ransmit a copy of this Minute to Sir R. Routh for his information, and for
promulgation to the department.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Leyburn.

Treasury September 4, 1846.
Besides the directions for grinding Indian corn which I pointed out
to
you in the Irish Blue Book, I shall be obliged to you to call the attention
of Sir
John Hill, and of the superintendent of the mill at Deptford, to the detailed
instructions for kiln-drying and manufacturing Indian corn into
meal, printed at
pages 117 and 118 of the above-mentioned “ Blue Book.”
You of course understand, that it is wished that the grinding at Deptford
should proceed with all possible despatch, and that you will furnish, as soon as
you
can obtain accurate information, a complete statement of the extent to which
we
can rely upon assistance from the three Admiralty mills.
,

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, September 5, 1846.
I have the honour to lay before you, for the
information of the Rio-ht
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a
report from
Assistant Commissary-General Lister, of the mill power in
the vicinitv of
3

Westport.

Mr. Lister appears tcq be of opinion that the whole will be required
by the
and that it is desirable not to interfere with these facilities, and I
concur
with his view on the subject, but not to the full extent
and I still think it will be
;
necessary to engage a proportion of the mill power at that station,
and which may
be accomplished, without inconvenience, as both Mr.
Levingston and Sir
O'Donnell are building additional mills which will be ready in a month.
cannot
abandon altogether the facility of grinding at Westport, though we may
avail ourselves of it to a limited extent, for the mill power at
Limerick is very uncertain
dependent on the weather, and much in demand.
trade,

We

R

The magazine now occupied at Westport is comprised of two stories, only
part
a building, and we now require to take the whole building,
which is of stone,
and consists of six stories, exclusive of the vaults.
Its length is 120 by 24 feet’
shuated 120 yards from the quay, separated from other buildings,
and thoroughly
with
yard
ol

ventilated,

a large

walled round in

We

its

rear.

paid, last year, 50 1. for the two stories, for six months
and I now enclose
;
to you a tender for 120/., for the whole building
for one year, capable of containing 8,000 sacks or more, on an emergency,
and I recommend the same for
approval.

Enclosure.
Mr. Lister

to Sir Ii.

Routh.
Westport, September 3, 1S46.

Adverting
information
the coast of
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from Lord Sligo’s agent, Mr. Hildebrand, and has since been

verified in a great

measure by

personal inquiry.

am

told that large consignments of Indian corn have been ordered here by two or three
leading houses, and as it is, I conceive, of vital importance that importations on a large scale
I

should be countenanced and encouraged to the utmost possible extent by the Government,
and as I believe that the whole of the mill power at this place and Newport, and along the
coast, will be required by the trade, I respectfully submit that it would be injudicious
and impolitic to interfere with its arrangements indeed, I am thoroughly satisfied, unless the
strictest non-interference is observed in this respect, that a species of distrust will be excited
sufficient to paralyse mercantile enterprize.
Under these circumstances I am induced to,
suggest for your consideration, whether the great end sought to be attained would not be more
effectually accomplished by forwarding meal only to this station, taking care, however, by a
well- filled depot, to possess the power of checking the market whenever it may be necessary to
;

do

so.

Captain Perceval informs me that, from the character of the leading merchants of this place,
he is not apprehensive of an unfair advantage being taken of the necessities of the people. He
tells me that one of them, Mr. Levingston, having sold a cargo of oats to a merchant in Liverpool, and a scarcity arising before the vessel sailed, he made an arrangement to cancel the
bargain, and discharged the vessel, selling it here at a loss of 27. per ton.
Captain Perceval
mentions likewise that, on another occasion, Mr. Levingston sent a supply of oatmeal to
Castlebar, and sold it at 14 j. per cwt. in order to check the rise of that market, which then

ranged from

17s. to. 17s.

6 d. per cwt.

The store accommodation at this station is, in my opinion, altogether on too limited a
scale to meet the probable wants and exigencies of the present service.
It consists of the two
lower stories of a stone building of six stories, exclusive of the vaults.
The length of this store
is 120 feet, by 24 feet wide.
It is advantageously situated, being within 120 yards of the quay,
standing clear of other buildings, thoroughly ventilated, and has in its rear a large yard, which
is well walled in, and might be useful.
This building will, in case of need, hold from 7000 to
8000 sacks, or, in case of emergency, a greater quantity. The rent for the two stories is 507.
for six months, and as I have been enabled to. obtain a tender for the whole store (vaults
included) for one year, from the termination of the existing agreement (the 15th instant) for
1207., I have not. the slightest hesitation in recommending it for acceptance.
I think it is absolutely indispensable that a small steamer should be attached to this depot to
convey the supplies to the different stations along the coast from Cliffden to Belmullet.
P.S.
Captain Perceval and myself only returned to Westport this evening at eight o’clock,
and therefore I have merely had time to take a glance at the Treasury Minute under date the
31st ultimo, in which I find it stated that “ the depots will not be opened while food can be
obtained by the people from private dealers at. reasonable prices.” To delay resorting to this
alternative, and in order to stimulate exertion, it is, I beg to repeat, absolutely essential that the
trade should have the full and exclusive benefit of all the mill power in its own locality.
Accompanied by Captain Perceval, I shall start to-morrow via Achil and Belmullet.

—

Mill Power
Name

of

Owner and

Westport, Newport, and along

in

Distance
Situation

of Mill.

Westport.

Mr. Levingston’s, Westport

Number of

the Coast of

of Pairs of

Will Grind
Tons of
Oatmeal
per Day.

11

55

Number

Mills.

2

Mayo

and Connemara.

Observations.

One

of those

wheat

now used

for

ready on the
October for Indian
meal, 15 tons per day.
for wheat;
both
capable of being used for Inwill be

1st of

Mr. M. McDonald, West-

1

4

14

port Quay.

Cloona

2

Mr. C. McDonald, Broca
Mr. Garvey, Murrisk
.

.

.

8
2

4
3

1

.

12

1

About.

.

6

1

36

1

About.
About.

.

.

Louisburg

[One used
<

1

1
.

34
6
5
10

Ditto.

Capable of grinding Indian
corn.

Mr. Suaine, Newport
Cliffden

Small “ Gig” Mills

'

.

.

In various

20

6
20
20

Ditto.

Oatmeal only.

parts.

Total

.

63

30

26

Sir,

170
Westport, September 2,1846.

I hereby propose to let to the Government the store they now occupy of mine, in
length 140 feet, breadth 24 feet (six stories high, exclusive of seven vaults) with the large yard
sum of 1207., including all cess and taxes, for one year from the 15th instant.
The Winch, &c. &c., to be thoroughly repaired by me.
attached, for the

I have, &c.
(Signed)
Fitzgerald Higgins.
I
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the whole of the store alluded to will most likely be
required, and as it
and the rent asked considered very reasonable, this tender
is

situated,

acceptance.

Recommended
R. J. Routh,

C.

47
is

advantageously

recommended

Westport Sept. 2, 1836.
(Signed)
Amos Lister,

G.

Treasury Minute on

for

A.C-G.

the above.

September 8, 1846.
Write to Sir R Routh, that considering the limited
mill-power in the
neighbourhood of Westport, and how important it is that
the private merchants
who have ordered consignments of Indian corn to that port should
have ready

means of grinding it their Lordships are of opinion that the
supplies intended for
the Government Depot at Westport should, if possible,
consist only of meal and
they will give directions for the consignments sent from this
country to replenish
the depots in Ireland, being made in that article, to the
utmost practicable extent
feir K. Routh will report what arrangements
are made by him for stationing the
smaller steamers, which have been placed at his disposal
(“ Dee ” and “ Alban ”
Admiralty steamers “ Warrior,” Excise, and “ Vulcan,”
Custom-house steamer)
in connexion with the different depots on the
western coast, leaving the “ Rhadamanthus, and other more powerful steamers, to be
employed in replenishing the
depots, or otherwise, as the occasion may require.
State that my Lords have requested the Commissioners
of Customs to cause the
Vulcan to be repaired with the least possible delay,
with a view to her being
sent to any station on the west coast of Ireland
at which Sir
Routh mav
3
require her services.
L, r Ship a
° f the acce ance of the tender for one year, at
PP
? u
P*
a rent
? ,
oif Tin'/'
1
of the
whole
of the store at Westport, a portion of which
was used as a
Government Depot during the past season.
Write to the Commissioners of Customs, to
the effect stated in the last
paragraph but one.

R

T?

m.

Major Simmonds

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin, September 5, 1846.
*e P resent week I have made two short trips into the counties of
and Wicklow, and from all I could learn the working
classes have full
employment.

Uublm

Rocth

Sir R.

think

I

I told

Indian corn meal and

^

*e

•IS
^
° Bll6U
t0

*

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Castle, Dublin, September 5, 1846.
yon yesterday that our prices on Monday would
be 111. for
oatmeal until further order's

14/. for

UOUgk

1113

effect

about the medal.
It would be an object to
Excellency s interposition, and produce a beneficial

I make the best progress by going quietly
forward, without intermission, from
one subject to another, each in its turn.
Though we could not obtain the floating depdt for Clew
Bay, near Westport I
should hope we might get a small steamer
there to run between Westport and
1
Eelmullet, and Westport and Clifden.

The “ Vulcan,” I see, is gone to refit, she would do
for that duty, though she is
too much
the yacht style, and the “ Alban,” or "Dee,” might
answer Jt Killybegs, reserving the
Rhadamanthus ” for the Shannon. There ought to be three
steamers on the coast besides the “Vulcan.”

m

Sir R.

it

I

have

honourable
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Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter
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from Commissary-General Hewetson, detailing the arrangements which he had
concluded for the establishment, of depots at Skibbereen and Dingle, under the
temporary superintendence of Mr. Hughes and Mr. J. B. Hill.
Mr. Coffin had, at my desire, dispatched Mr. C. C. Dougan to examine and
secure, subject to approval, a store at Dingle, and I wait the report of AssistantCommissary-General Gelston.
Enclosure.
Commissary-General

Hewetson

to Sir

R.

Routh.

Lee Mills Depot, Cork, September 3, 1846.
I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 31st ultimo, No. 228.
You are
already aware that I have engaged a store at Skibbereen, and that Mr. Hughes (temporary
clerk, late inspector of meal,) has been dispatched to take charge of the depot there, which
will for the present be to the extent of 1000 sacks of meal.
I enclose copy of my instructions to him, and as I am about to quit this distiict, have desired
he should, until other arrangements are determined, report direct to you for further directions.
He is equal to this charge. I have also re-engaged Mr. T. B. Hill (who was landingmeasurer, and recently packer at Haulbowline) for Dingle.
He is an active, intelligent man.
It is arranged that his appointment will be that of assistant storekeeper: viz., 4 j. per day,
with such allowance as may be hereafter granted to that grade, subject of course to
approval.
I shall again communicate with you, so soon as I get his report touching the hire of
fitting premises : his instructions are similar to those given Mr. Hughes, except he will report
to me.
1000 sacks of meal will be the present extent of that depot.
I do not calculate upon immediate necessity for issuing from either of these depots, though
no doubt we shall be pressingly urged to do so, especially by the clergy.
Assistant Commissary-General Bayley cannot be removed until the heavy accounts of this
station are finally settled.
To expedite my exchange to Limerick, I propose transferring to
him the balance and accounts for the current month, thus I trust, by the 20th at latest, I
shall be enabled to reach Limerick, by which time the whole of the supplies will have been
sent, forward.
The people here are aware of the removal of the supplies, and that my establishment will
be withdrawn ; they, however, only express deep regret, feeling assured the measures of the
Government are for the best.
Some of my old relief committees have already applied to me for meal, but are satisfied to
be transferred to the trade. The present market price is 11/. per ton.
I was aware of the arrival of a cargo of Indian corn at Castletownshend, which is close to
Skibbereen. The Mining Company of West Carberry have also sent some supplies to their
people.
Mr. Robertson’s services I cannot dispense with, nor can I with Assistant CommissaryGeneral Gelston in Limerick, until he can be relieved by an efficient officer. You are aware,
without fit assistance, our measures, which call for prompt action, cannot be carried out as
desired by Her Majesty’s Government.
P. S. I would suggest a small supply of stationery, and such printed forms as may be
necessary, being sent by coach direct to Mr. Hughes, at Skibbereen, my stock being nearly
exhausted.
Sir,

Lee Mills Depot, Cork, August 31, 1846.

You will proceed to-morrow morning to Skibbereen. Your first step will be to take
over the storehouse belonging to Mr. W. Baldwin, situated in North-street., on the bank of the
river; it has been reported to me as fit for our purposes.
You will, however, look to its
fitness and security for containing Indian meal, which you are aware requires ventilated
and dry premises. The rent is 40/. per annum, to be paid quarterly, and the premises are
be engaged for six or twelve months certain; a notice of one month previous to the
expiration of either period to be given of intention to quit.
You will be charged with the care of the depot to be formed therein, and you will have to
assist you a police constable, for whom, the Inspector-General having notified the same, you
will apply to the proper officer of the constabulary at Skibbereen.
Whatever cartage or
to

labour is required, you will engage on the spot on the usual terms.
I now hand you an imprest of 20/. for current services, for which, as well as your supplies,
you will account monthly to Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, Dublin, with whom you will
place yourself in immediate communication, in order to receive his further instructions as to
the disposal of your supplies, and other matters connected with your charge.
Your experience in the department renders it unnecessary for me to enter into further details.
I hand
you an account-book, with instructions printed therein, as used at the coast-guard depots, for
your guidance in your issues, accounting to Commissary-General Sir R. Routh, for both cash
and stores. 1000 sacks of meal will be immediately dispatched to Skibbereen, which you will
be prepared to receive.
j
&c >
(Signed)
W. Hewetson, C.G

Mr
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the above.

September 8, 1846.
Routh, approving of these arrangements, it being understood
that Messrs. Hughes and Hill will be furnished by him, or under his authority,
with detailed instructions, in order to secure the sales of the meal in their respective depots, taking place only when absolutely necessary, and even then
at such
prices as will not interfere with the disposal at reasonable rates of any
existing
stocks belonging to private dealers in the neighbourhood.
Also desire that Sir R. Routh will provide for these and the other subordinate

Write

to Sir R.

,

depots being inspected at uncertain intervals by competent officers, who will
report any irregularities that may appear in the accounts, as well as any deviations
from the instructions of this Hoard that may come to light, which reports should

be forwarded for their Lordships’ information, with any observations that Sir R.

Routh may have

to

make upon them.

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
Treasury, September 5, 1846.
The first ° f the accom P im y in g offers is from an experienced miller from
the United States, the only one in London, who has just taken a
large mill, and
is ready to grind Indian corn for us at 3s. 3d. per quarter,
to the extent of 200
quarters a-week.
The other letter is the answer which Mr. Erichsen has received from Jersey,
and it shews a great extent of available mill power in that island.
I shall shortly send you an exact statement of the Admiralty mill
power at
our disposal at Deptford, Portsmouth, and Plymouth.
It happens fortunately that the Admiralty have not much
occasion at present
for the services of their mills, owing to the large stock
of biscuit which was
accumulated for military purposes in Ireland, and is now no longer required
for
1
those purposes.
All this in addition to the mill power available on the Western Coast
of
Ireland, places us at ease as to the means of grinding, and I await your
advice as
to how far we should grind in London, or direct whole cargoes to
proceed from
Falmouth to Plymouth, Portsmouth or Jersey, and then to be re-shipped for our
Irish depots.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin Castle September
,

7, 1846.

my letter No. 359, dated 2nd September, submitting the
Report of Assistant Commissary-General Lister, I have now the honour
of
laying before you, for the information of my Lords Commissioners of
Her MaAdverting

to

Treasury, the explanation of Sir J. Dombrain in regard to the gratuitous
issues distributed under his authority at Cliffden.

jesty's

Exclosure.
Sir J.

Dombrain

to Sir R.

Coast

In reply

my

your

Guard

Routh.
Office,

Dublin, September 5, 1S46.

2nd

letter of the

instant, D. 170, I beg to acquaint you, that when on
inspection of the coast, the officers of the ICilleries, Ballinakill, Claggan,
and Clifden
me that sickness had become very prevalent, arising, as they were convinced,
to

stations stated to

from a total absence of food, and without the means of purchasing
it on the part of the sufferers,
which, they informed me, was authenticated by the Dispensary Surgeon.
I told them they
must not allow the people to starve and in any case where they knew any family
so circumstanced, I was quite convinced Her Majesty’s Government
would justify the issuing of small
quantities of food upon the certificate of the Dispensary Surgeon; but,
I confess, I was quite
unprepared for the quantity that had been issued on that account, which the officer, however,
states was not done in any instance except on the
doctor’s certificate.
;

G
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Treasury Minute on

the above.

September

8,

1846.

Write to Sir R. Routli that their Lordships regret to have to express their
opinion that the explanation which has been furnished by Sir James Dombrain of
the large gratuitous issue made by the officers of the Coast Guard (amounting
altogether to 1 1,663 lbs of meal) under an order given by him, is not satisfactory.
Sir J Dombrain was not vested with any authority to order issues to be made
.

from the Government depots, and his giving such an order could only have been
by circumstances of very pressing emergency, and ought to have been
reported without any delay, to give the proper authorities an opportunity of
reversing or modifying his order, or taking any other steps which might appear
to them to be necessary.
It must also be observed that Sir J. Dombrain entirely overlooked the instructions which had been repeatedly issued, prescribing the mode of proceeding to be
adopted under circumstances similar to those brought under his observation during
his inspection of the coast of Mayo and Galway, namely, to call upon the leading
persons in each distressed locality to form themselves into a local committee, and
to raise by private contribution a fund which might afterwards be increased by a
Government donation.
Desire that Sir R. Routh will furnish a copy of this letter to Sir J. Dombrain.
justified

Statement

of the extent to which

Indian Corn can be Ground
Establishments.

at the

Victualling

Will Produce
Establishment.

Stones

In 12
Hours.

In 18
Hours.

In 24

Quarters.

Quarters.

Quarters.

at

Remarks.

Work.

Pair.

One

side of the mill ; but when the
dressing machine is put in there will
be only 9 pair grinding.
There are 10 pair of stones at this mill,
but it is only possible to appropriate

1

At Deptford

.

50

70

90

36

54

72

10
{

Portsmouth

.

8 pair for this purpose; the other 2
pair will be continually under the operation of dressing,

J
j

|

East Mills
j

I

Plymouth

45
.

.

65

*7

th

‘

to be wholly appropriated for
the next month or six weeks, and 7
pair of stones is all that the power of

the

steam-engine
perform.

189

131

September

90

/

1

252

is

safely

equal

to

25

1846.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle, Dublin, September 7, 1846.

I have spoken about the gold medal, and I begged of his Excellency’s
private secretary to explain the matter to him, and he informed me that he would

have no

doing as you wished, and delivering it in some public manner
at the Castle to O’Brien.
You are aware we have raised our price to 11/., but we must increase it still to
12/.
Mr. Culberton is selling at Sligo a small quantity of Indian corn meal at
12/., and I desired Mr. Stevens to stop his sale, and refer the demands to
Mr. Culberton.
difficulty in

A

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

have the honour

Castle,

September

7,

1846.

to lay before you, for the information of the Right
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the first and
Eecond reports of Deputy Commissary-General Dobree.
With respect to BallyI

Honourable

Printed

image

digitised

my Lords Commissioners

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

51

Shannon and Donegal it will not, I think, be necessary
to occupy either
our
main depot must be at Kllhbegs, and the harbour is so
admirable and land-locked
and the supply necessary to be laid up there must be so
considerable that I think
we cannot give up the advantage of the proposed floating
depot at that station,
and a poweiful steamer to be attached in connexion with
it
Two good depots are all that we shall require in Donegal, and my
information
has been correct, which led me to suggest Killibegs
and Gweedore Bay
e
m0re
n this subi ect but 1 shall reserve my report
£°* n
°T
1
until Mr. Dobree shall have completed his inspection.
:

T

^f

-

Enclosures.

Deputy Commissary- General Dobree

to Sir

H. Rooth.

Killibegs, September 4, 1846.
have the honour to acquaint you with my arrival
at Killibegs this afternoon
Jt
wish to have reported to you the result of my
inquiries from each place before I left it
" div id ls
causes, such an impossibility of obtaim
mg accurate information without devoting more time than I could
well spare, that I determined
Rm'ng the resources of each staiion as far as
I could, and on leaving
fmtilrdemLTo'h^
S ° mC CCflhdential person, which
I would verify on my return
A, howev. t
E
S !rul to
J 0 “ n "“t,™“*™et°have a superficial report as far
..fhare^’T
as
1 have gone I beg
h ""Ito acquaint( you that at Sligo there
is storage to any extent, well situated
ua w !' 'b
fl
Commissary-General Stevens could secure^ when required
Y;
In
the flout mills in the neighbourhood. Government
could depend on having 200 tons mound
““ .consumption of the country, if the necessar/arrangemenfs are
I

my

was

T “VT

K

'

Z1

“

.

&

'

A*-**

,

mSerimS

County Donegal.

At Ballyshannon there is ample storage.
At Donegal ample storage.
krBe
r ?°° ,0M wel1 situated
CrOS
4m r tb ^“ongiag

“w

RO^ethvdnP

'

.

disposable: another excellent store,

to the estate of the late Alexander
Mtm-av^so
Mima),
Vf‘
w who
|?
Esq.' ,-T
to the agent
for which
resides at a distance, I have written for
particulars,
it this stoic can be had, I presume the
proposed floating d-pots could be dispensed with
and
a steamer substituted. Such a vessel permanently stationed
on this coast seems to be indis°P crat ons gainst the many disappointments and obstacles
m which
which It will be subject
to
There are only two flour mill, in the county of Donegal
one at
Rathmolten, at the head of Lough Sivilly, out of
our beat,— the other at Cox-town, six miles
1
i
n0n 0
e D °” egal
ad > near BaUinta it has five pair of French stones,
LTstore
can
fim tons
r
’r Indian
r ‘r
stole 500
of
corn, and grind about 100 tons weakly; the
half of this poirer
benig required by the ...habitants,
Vessels of 200 tons can land their cargoes at the
distance
ot an Engl .h mile from the mill
at the spot called Mullinasore.
The inhabitants pay
* ~ the
twentieth stone for grinding, which would amount
to about 2*. 6ti. per sack of 280 lbs.
I here is at Ballyshannon a distillery mill
with very good water power, which the
k
f °° nvert n
m >° a hour mill, and which would be very convenient for our proprietor
f &.
purposes.
A
l
fh°
AH the other mills in the county are oatmeal mills with Irish stones, which
are not adapted
eir pr e
S a
but
ma
be
eas
-ado available by obtaining the
,‘
Y
f "‘rI shall
pL’clf
u'
French stones from Liverpool.
start for Ardara to-morrow morning.

f

m? ‘[•TT*

;

;

™

I

%

From

the

Same

to the

Same.
Gweedore Hotel, September

6,

1846.

1 have the honour to report
arrival at Gweedore this morning.
I am awaiting
the arrival of Lord George Hill, the
public-spirited proprietor of this neighbourhood,
from
Letterkenny, as I could not submit to you the arrangements
I have to propose with any
certainty without first ascertaining that he will
agree to them.
Gweedore Bay is admirably
situated lor a central depot
it is quite accessible to vessels of 200
;
tons up to a quay which
has been constructed by Lord George
Hill, and on which stands an excellent magazine
capable of storing 300 tons of meal
there is also an oat mill with two pair of stones*
;
alongside, which could grind for Government
ten to twelve tons of Indian corn weekly, and
um whole of these premises are admirably situated for the
object you have in view.
The
othcer
charge could reside at the Gweedore Hotel, and the storekeeper
on the spot.

my

m

There
a very intelligent Englishman, a Mr. James,
located there, who offers his services, and
who would, I think, be very well fitted for the latter
situation.
Should you wish to deposit
more than 300 tons at Bunbeg (which is the name
of the store and mill, for
is

1
.l

5erson

i

At Plenties there
he
DennU.
people.

11

there is no
charge assures me he could find means of storing a hundred tons more.
every accommodation for a subsidiary depdt, should you think one

is

a e nsll > but I ndian corn ha« been ground,
h°'’
^ /. will
1
His Lordship
replace them by French burrs.

and the meal, though

coarse, approved of by the

G2
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and I would recommend it in preference to Ardara, as being more central. The
my inquiries is superficially this, that you may make your arrangements
depending on ample storage at Sligo, Ballyshannon, Donegal, Killibegs, Glenties, and Bunbeg
I shall return this afternoon by Rutland, and write to you from thence.
(or Gweedore Bay).
So total is the destruction of the potato crop in this locality, that proprietors freely allow
their neighbours to dig gratis where they can find them ; and so scanty has been the sowing
As yet lew relief
of oats this year, that a great portion of the crop will be required for seed.
committees have been formed, nor any measures taken to provide for the impending crisis
therefore the question of establishing small dealers cannot be entered into, for it is evident that
The clergy and gentry are,
in this part of the country the necessity will- not create them.
from all I can collect, very well disposed to do their duty when called \ipon, but they seem to
await orders from the lieutenant of the county. So abundant must have been the last year’s
necessary,

—

result, then, of

crop of potatoes in this vicinity, and so little affected by the prevalent disease, that the poorGlenties, which was opened on the 1 st of May, has only had up to this time one
who did not belong to the union, and who was consequently turned out.
I am greatly delayed in my progress by the absence of individuals whom I must confer
whom I could not afford you information that could be

house of
inmate,

with, and without a conference with
depended upon,

—

Lord George Hill has arrived, and cheerfully consents to all these arrangements
P. S.
as far as he is concerned, and earnestly requests that you would be pleased to consign some
meal to Bunbeg as soon as possible, for the use of the poor, between the exhaustion of their
I am now starting for Rutland, 4 p. m.
potatoes and the incoming of their oats.
The people of this country prefer coarse oatmeal to fine, and I would recommend that for
the future all Indian corn should be ground without the extraction of any bran.

Treasury Minute on the

above.

September 11, 1846.

Acknowledge the

receipt of this letter

and

its

enclosures,

and

state that their

Lordships await the receipt of the further report which Sir R. Routh intends to
make when Mr. Dobree shall have completed his inspection.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routii.
Treasury, September

7,

1846.

copies of papers received from the Admiralty, showing
that the three Admiralty mills will, for some weeks to come, be able to grind for
us at the rate of from 131 to 252 quarters a-day according to the extra labour
I

send herewith

put on.
I await your advice as to the degree and manner in which it will be desirable
to avail ourselves of this assistance, and I will only observe, that, as owing to the
large stock of Admiralty biscuit in hand, we can have the use of the mills lor
some time to come to a greater extent than will afterwards be the case, we should
set

them

to

work

at the earliest possible period.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
Treasury, September 7, 1846.

The accompanying is a small portion of several alarming communications
which the O’Conor l)on has this morning received from his correspondents
in the county of Roscommon, descriptive of the state of extreme destitution prevailing in that quarter.
I am happy to perceive from your letter to me of the 4th instant also received
“ the distress is very great” in that neighthis morning, that you are aware that
bourhood, and that you are sending off what you have at Dublin to Longford.

The O’Conor Don thinks that no time should be lost in establishing a
branch depot at Castlereagh, and certainly if that part of the country is so destitute of necessary food as it appears to be from the accounts received, you cannot
too soon take measures for establishing branch depots in all tlie principal toums, so
as to bring the means of subsistence nearer to the people’s homes, and to reassure
them and prevent their congregating in large and riotous masses.
The O’ Conor Don will be glad to purchase, at your fixed price, two tons for
his own people, and I shall be obliged to you, if you are not aware of any objec-
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tion, to give directions to the officer in charge of the depot at Castlereagh, to
sell
that quantity to the O’Conor Don’s agent.

arrange with Mr. Erichsen for sending a considerable supply to the
Dublin depot at the earliest possible date from Liverpool, or elsewhere, in order to
enable you to push it on by the canal into Roscommon, and I will take care that
as much meal shall be sent as can be procured in that state, or can be speedily
ground.
I shall

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.

Treasury , September 7, 1846.
If the state of Roscommon be so urgent as represented,
would not this be
a proper case for transferring to depots in the towns the
biscuit in store at the
neighbouring military stations ? This could be done at an
early date through
the constabulary, and it would allow time for our
supplies of Indian meal to

come

up.

Captain

Pole

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Banagher, September 8, 1846.
present feeling is, that the difficulties which are to be
surmounted
(luring the coming winter are of the gravest character,
and the duties which every
official person will have to perform must
be met with firmness of no ordinary
stamp, much zeal and intelligence, which experience alone can
render effective.
In the coming Winter, when labour (not by presentment) is
finished, when the
fine weather is passed, and winter skies damp
the cheerfulness of the Irish mind I
anticipate such a state of destitution and impatience as
will almost mock the wisdom
ol institutions carefully adapted to avert the one and
soothe the other.
I perceive a dread ot the future in the minds of men of
property, and a degree of
subtlety at work between men in the relative position
of debtor and creditor, which
argues the former bold from distress, and the latter in fear
from the contrary.
I he wish “ that it was well over, and the money lodged
in the Bank,” is the sensation respecting the large annual cattle sale, which
takes place in Banagher on
the 15th instant.
A dealer, who trades largely in meal, lately addressed me in
terms by which he intended to impress me with apprehension
for the safety of my
stores, little imagining how thin the veil appeared
to me which he thought so well
concealed his own fears for his own mills and property.
His chief allusion was
that I would do wisely Jo apply that a stipendiary magistrate
should be stationed in
Banagher. The services ot such a gentleman I do not think I shall
require, but
his presence would no doubt calm the
apprehensions of the individual who gave
6
the hint.

My

In the neighbourhood of Lawrencetown a written notice has been
exhibited,
all concerned from demanding and paying rent, on peril of the
bullet.
respect to the inland district which comes within my circle for relief,
no

warning

With

system but the local Committee drawing

its supplies as heretofore from the
Government depot, and circulating those supplies in their several localities among
the destitute, will keep the poor from starvation.
The opearations of the Board of
will supply funds to the poor, doubtless; but those funds will
not be
exchangeable for food, because this county is in such a state that dealers will
not
lay in food in any quantity, from fear of pillage, except
where local security is
permanently available.

Works

It

is

cheapest

yet to be discovered at what cost dealers will be able to present the
known food, Indian meal, to the poor. At present the only expeon this matter is the sale of a very small consignment here at

rience I possess
1 $. Id. a stone.

When

the Local Relief Committee is called into existence by the County Lieutenant, I apprehend great reluctance will be exhibited on the part of the wealthier
orders to subscribe, especially if rents are not paid
but the pressure of the lower
Orders on them will weigh up this principle of charity, when that pressure assumes
such a shape as shall make such subscriptions policy.
;
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I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the Treasury Minute reconstituting the Board ol Works,
in proportion to the sincerity of the views contained
in this letter, is the confidence I feel in considering the ample basis on which this
Board is constructed ; for the labours of this Board will be among a people whose
long habits of idleness have corrupted their active powers, and whose lengthened

dependence upon a now ruined vegetable has engendered a want of honourable
ambition, and fused the whole of the lower orders into a mass of poverty, in which

none of those class distinctions prevail which keep up the spirit of society, and
invite the spontaneous care and regard of the wealthier orders.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle,

Dublin September
,

8,

1846.

Our main depot will be Killybegs it is a little lake perfectly landlocked
and accessible to all ships, whereas Sligo, at low water, is not approachable. The
;

make it luahle.
I think I begin to see my way.
shall work hard for success, and I trust
that will secure it.
I have not heard from Captain Perceval.
I think he accompanied Mr. Lister
to Belmullet to settle his outstanding Coast Guard accounts.
mills at and near Sligo

We

Mr. Cummins

will

be at Westport

this

Mr. Trevelyan

morning.

to Sir R. Routii.

Treasury September
,

8, 1846.

Mr. Erichsen, who is now with me, states that the tendency of all he
hears leads him to the opinion that the present high prices will be maintained,
and that we are entering upon a prolonged period of high prices.
There has not been such a foreign competition, he says, since the year 1816,
and there is a general disposition to lay in stocks. Even the towns on the
Rhine are adopting this course, and the French have been in our market buying
new English wheat.
Although we have almost completed the 2000 tons originally settled, I entertain such a strong impression that the view taken by Mr. Erichsen is correct,
that I have authorized him to purchase 600 quarters more in London at 40s.
a-quarter, to keep the mills at Deptford and Kotherhithe at work; and I will
send you a small cargo as soon as possible to Dublin to be sent on to Roscommon. I have also authorized him to purchase 2000 quarters to arrive in
three months, which is the earliest that is to be had at present.
I send herewith a sample of our grinding, but this is not kiln-dried, which all
the rest will be.

Would it not be advisable to direct the “Margaret” to proceed immediately
on its arrival to Plymouth to have its cargo of 760 quarters ground there and
sent on to anywhere you may direct?
This cargo is the first to arrive, and it stands at present for Sligo ; but if you
agree with me, Mr. Erichsen will immediately alter its destination as above.
Barley is at from 33s. to 44s. per quarter, weighing 52 lbs. per bushel. Are the
people in any part of Ireland accustomed to eat barley, or would they object
to it

?

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, September 8, 1846.
I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a statement,
showing the resources of mill power in county Galway, from which a selection
will be made for the use of the Department, and submitted in the usual way.
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Enclosure.

Statement, showing the

resources of

Mill Power Galway and

vicinif
ity afford, specifying

whether water or steam, locality, &c.
Mill

Mill Power by
Water.

Mill Owners.

Power b

Ten

John Gunning

Water, with three pair

power

horse

Locality.

No. of Sacks,
280 lbs. each, to be
ground per week.

Price per

Sack of
280 lb B .

.

.

Galway

320

2

6

Ditto

600

1

9

of mill stones

Mangan

L. S.

Messrs.

Ditto

Rush &

r

Ditto

Ten
Not

M. Dufley

.

.

480

Ditto

Iiorsc

.

Ditto

,

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

.

power

stated

3

Respectable

0

Has very satisfactorily performed his Government

3

1*

A

560

3

120

3

6
9

contract.

Power not stated

Francis Fitzgerald
Messrs. Valentine

Remarks.

d

8.

Wiliam Hughes

.

.

,

Patrick Regar

700

•

private customers,
cannot grind for
Public.

Ditto

..

highly respectable estabment.
Ditto
ditto.
Ditto
ditto.
This mill is wholly occupied in grinding for

Not any
ceived

Water, with four pair
of mill stones

Ballymoc

Power not

Loughrea

stated

.

.

Water, with three pair
of mill stones
Ditto

.

Power not

.

James Blake

Ditto

stated

.....

Gort

;

Not quoted

400
400

Cong

.

.

240

2

0
Vot quoted

288

Tuam

2

6

2

6

80
Sacks.

4188

influential
that locality.

Ditto

in

Galway and

district,

S

Ditto
Ditto

ditto.
ditto.

= 1,172,640

under Assistant Commissary- General

1,as

to ascertain,

lbs.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

September

Hewmson

9,

1846.

M?is here.
I think we have concluded our estimate
of stor
hut. t1 shall defer it still until to-morrow, that we
may consider it attentively
prices are rising since your letters.
Tile Liverpool letters of to day
quote t
yellow corn at 43s., and white 45s.
raise our prices to 121. for Indian
co
meal, ana 16/. lor oatmeal.
i

T

We

We

propose to reconstitute Castlereagh at once, and
Drumsina or Carrick-o
shannon, and I must open the depot at Longford,
the misery of tile neighbou
llood is so great, and the merchants have
as yet nothing, and the harvest is hard
ready
;

the oats are not yet in sufficient quantity.

was lO s. per barrel of 280
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Satisfied as to the respectability of these parties.

lbs.

a !
” “ b n r rMirable
Ihow that
”i Jjl/ZjbdU
wqTftons ofr',T‘
nyf 640°ibs* — 523i
Indian corn, can ?
be ground weekly.
^ W °° D> **** C^sary-Oeneral.
Galway 5th September, 1846.
least

the

ditto.

Recapitulation.
^The resources of mill power
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information rethis
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Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
Treasury, September

9,

1846.

shall be much obliged to you to furnish me with the best information
on each of the points noted overleaf.
I am anxious for an early reply, but should consider it well worth while to
wait for a few days if it would enable you to make any important addition to the
I

in your power

information already in your possession.

Enclosure.

What
Ireland

is

the average

number of

acres annually laid

down

to

each of the following crops

in

?

Wheat,

Barley,

Potatoes.

Oats,

What has been of late years the average per acre of each of the above
What is the average result of the present year ?
What number of people in Ireland are usually maintained during the
of their potato grounds, without wages, and for

Similar letter written to
Lieut.-Colonel

Sir R.

to

winter on the produce

how many months ?

MacGregor,

Routh

crops ?

Castle, Dublin.

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle, Dublin, Sept. 12, 1846.

I have your letter of the 9th with the queries, and Colonel M'Gregor
applied to us for information on the same points ; and he is sending round the
queries to his officers with a modification which he suggested of computing in

and cwts.
I endeavoured when I
state of agriculture in Ireland is very backward.
Nobody could
to obtain similar statistic information, but I failed.
to me with any accuracy, and I gave it up.
give you an example from Lord Devon’s examinations in the county of
Antrim, in the answers regarding the produce of wheat, oat, and potatoes, per
statute acres

The

first

came here

give

it

To

acre

:

1

.

2.

3.

8 barrels to the statute acre ; a barrel of wheat is 2£ cwt.
6 barrels to the Irish acre, which is more than half as
large as a statute acre.
4 to 6 barrels to a statute acre.

Oats.

3.

28 cwt to an Irish acre.
21 to 30 cwt. to the Scotch acre, which
and statute acre.
25 to 30 cwt. to the Irish acre.

4.

12 to 17 barrels per

1.

2.

acre,

is

between an Irish

and 14 stone to the

barrel.

I think the best information to be obtained is from Lord Devon’s examinations,
but it would cost a good deal of time to draw up a resume. I have never sucOf potatoes I may say
ceeded in obtaining any satisfactory agricultural statistics.
The cultivated land
that they were computed to be one-fifth of the arable land.
is 12,000,000 acres, but 2,000,000 is mountain, so that one-fifth may be 2,000,000,
or say 1,500,000, or even 1,200,000, to be more sure, which gives the loss of food
from 10 to 12 millions.
Mr. Erichsen’s letter of the 9th is not encouraging, and I am afraid we shall
experience high prices.
There can hardly be any considerable importations before

November.

The great
observe the letter from Mr. Robinson to the Board of Works.
which will present itself is rain ; but with so many real evils present
we may safely defer the consideration of those over which we have no
and which may never occur.
Colonel Jones, in my presence, did propose the question in part to the Lord
Lieutenant, and asked what was to be done on rainy and other days, when the
state of the weather prevented the people from working ; and he added, “ I suppose they must be paid half their wages.”
The Lord Lieutenant replied, “ Not
half, but two-tliirds.”
I

difficulty

before us,
control,
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have not yet determined the instructions
to committees.

The late instruc
tons were not approved by the Lord Lieutenant,
and I send you' a copy wUh his
and remarks upon it. Since then he has
caused the classes LmuosiM
the committees to be changed and as
these alterations impeded thefr
I
have been forced to refer it back to the Chief
Secretary.
I shall let you know as
1S a m0
im P° rtaIlt P oint and I am anxious about
if
'-A*
R wilTn 10Tb " bly be lmHted
? to the plan of the formation
altogether
?
erasures

woXg

;

b

S

f

^bfXr
h

'

,

,

of the com-'
FaCtical knowled e of last aaa to be
brought
S
y

.

‘

re<1UlreS ° Ur

S

bear

M‘Gregor

Col.

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle,
September 11 1846
.

,

I

shall endeavour

to send

you

as

much

information as I can on the subject
of your letter of the 9th instant, but I
despair of our people being able to
answer
you queries ; however, I have requested them
to send accurate, though limited
i
6
information on the subject, which I will
forward as I receive it.
all

ST

P

ofWuvlf BAH^rv' of

‘Tr

AoRE

,er

'

of la,e Y<-ara' and aIso ° f

Average Produce per Acre of late Years
of each of the following Crops, viz.

Wheat.

Oats.

*= present

Wheat.

s.

Barley.

Oats.

I

Potatoes.

|

i

Antrim

Clare

:

I

I

.

Cork
Donegal
.

I

16

18
22
18

Down

23
23
16

Fermanagh
Galway
Kerry
Kilkenny
King’s
Leitrim
Limerick
Londonderry
Longford

0

15

18

24
23
34

.

19
18

Monaghan
Queen’

15

Roscommon

20

Sligo

26

.

Tipperary

14
15

Tyrone
Waterford

13

Westmeath
Wexford
Wicklow

21

16
21

20

60
84
42

15

18

Louth

Cwt.

67

20
20

Meath

lbs.

56
28
28
28
25
13
16
18

11

31
19

Dublin

Mayo

Cwt
18

j

Armagh
Carlow
Cavan

16
16

20
13

21
19
23
25
19

16

30
23

84
42
56
74

26
22
34

37

52
56
44
42
88
56
64
32

lbs.

56
89
0
74
12
21

48
37
89
0
80
56

19 105
17
89

0
0
40

7

614

19

16

19
17
21

17

0
30
28
0
56
14
84
0

60

17

56
78
8

17
15

67
9S

22

23

82

8 ,636

13

0

Cwt.

lbs.

37
89
56
15 49
19 37
13 46
16 48
19
0
22 100
19 93
17 44
17
89
18 70
17 67
16
0
36 47
17 70
21 28
20 18
32
0
21
31
15 28
18
80
18 67
19 102
16 62
16 22
12 S4
21
86
IS 20
17
89

s.

589

Cwt.

16

>

17
IS

)
1

21
17

)

r

12
30
17
21
22
16
13
16

1

:

135
198
181 18
176 18
136
174 42
145 0
157 42
177 81
132 56
201 42
145 0
231 37
164 42

>

•

i

|

I

19

22
18
23
24
33
19

161 84
0

155
154
164
147
138
134
150

16

15

0

20
23

18
25
0
84
88

15

17
13
22

167 44
156 89

19

91 14956 26

598

15

|

19

exclusive of Kil-

2

67
35
0
93
51
36
56
93
95
74
21
70

40

15 100

Average for the]
whole of Ireland,
dare.

Cwt.

lbs.

lbs.
I

j

18
15
17

Year,

Average Result of the present Year

159 98

19

42
30
28
42
45
74
64
74
42

18 28
14 100
16 84
15 89
19
0
13
4
20 18
19 37
22 22
23 56
18 100
13 84
17
70
15 30
30
0
21

15

24
20
46
19
13
18

84

17

74
6
88

23

11

4
32
67

15

16
13
18
16
16

70 596

J

19

40
56
93
22
42
48
74
26
84
74
S4
40
44
51
72
56

Cwt.

16
13
14
13
14

lbs.

45
44
28
27
87
0
32
0

11
16

17
19
18

Cwt.

7

5

6

4

11
15

8
1

0
7

17 104

2
9
2
8
18

:

10

11

IS
8

70
44
11

60

4 47

102

21

15

•

46

28
0
37
74
22

2 98

17
15 14
12 100
15 14

13

35
0

13 89
15 84
3 105
15
56

2

50
0
0
22
37
64
0
51
0

17

84
37
0

64
32

11

12 106

19
16
16
30
17

45
37

5

4

5

74
28
67
32

15

13
14
14

lbs.

2

3
17

5

74
0
0
44
93
67
14

8
2 18
14 52
6 100
1

227

37

7

37

I

October 24, 1846.
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ludes the returns from all the counties in
?“ c t
Ireland except
K;ut
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bas been ° m,tted in consequence of the
returns from that county
be
it evidently incorrect.
'
Being
,

’T

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

58

Mr. Trevelyan to

Col.

M'Gregor.
October

2,

1846.

my best thanks for the series of Reports on the
preparation of which, as well as in everything else connected with
the important measures of relief in progress in Ireland, you and the officers and
men under your command have co-operated with us with a readiness and ability
which has been h glily gratifying to me, and must add in the estimation of others,
to the already well established reputation of the Irish Constabulary Force.
I

beg

that you will accept

crops, in the

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, September 10, 1846.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 8th September (No. 283), and to acquaint you, for the information of the Right Hon.
My Lords Commissioners of Pier Majesty’s Treasury, that none of the Admiralty
steamers named in your communication, have yet joined, with the exception of the
“ Warrior,” which Colonel Maclachlan has directed to proceed to Sligo, for the
purpose of supplying the coast of Donegal.
The “Dee” has, I understand, broken some part of her machinery, and the
other Admiralty steamers are, I believe, still employed in the movement of troops.
As these arrangements are carried out, a due Report shall be submitted to you
of the dispositions made.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

September 11, 1846.

W

of the Admiralty, that

Lords
Lords have received a Report from Sir R. Routh, dated 10th instant, in which
stated that none of the Admiralty steamers, appointed for the service in
Ireland, connected with the relief of distress, have yet joined.
It is also stated in the same Report, that the “ Dee” has broken some part of
her machinery, and that the other Admiralty steamers are employed in the moverite to

the Secretary for the information of the

my

it is

ment of

troops.

Sir R.

Further Correspondence on this
subject, seep.2£
29, 86.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, September 10, 1846.
instant, I have the honour
Right Honourable my Lords Commisit is not intended to open the depots at
Skibbereen and Dingle at present, though from the transit of Commissary-General
Hewetson’s stores, it has been found convenient to establish them nor do I propose to make any issue from them whilst there is any private dealer in that locality
who has provisions on sale at a price within the reach of the people.
The Government price is 12/. Indian corn meal, and 16/. oatmeal per ton.

In acknowledging your

letter

No. 282, dated 8th

to acquaint you, for the information of the
missionei-s of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that

;

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

See Treasury

Minute

Printed

at p.63.

image

Castle,

September 10, 1846.

I have the honour to lay before you for the consideration of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the undermentioned requisition of Indian corn, for the several depots on the west coast of
Ireland, and to recommend to you as far as circumstances will permit, to purchase
this supply before winter,, as opportunities present themselves, though I apprehend
that we cannot expect any considerable, or sufficient importation from the United
States until November.
I should premise that Skibbereen and Dingle are now completing from Cork
each, to 1500 sacks of 2801bs., and 500 sacks of biscuit.
Limerick, with the shipments from Cork, will now contain about 1000 tons,
and I ask for a further purchase of 2000 tons, not all at once, but as the occasion
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greatest possible proportion ofJ
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Galway

*

1
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S9

much engaged,
be shipped in meal.
'

e very

,

it

’

-

it is

recommended that

-

obtained,

grinding and I recommend the shipment to
oe lorwaruea
coi
depot includes the islands on the coast, and
part of Connemara.
Westport 1500 to 2000 tons, not all at once,
chiefly in meal ; but I think the
which will be ready in all October, will fully afford
a facility of
grinding from 50 to 100 tons weekly without
inconvenience to the trade, therefore a part may be shipped in corn.
The Westport depot includes Achil Island
ldl erie8 and isIanda on t1la Connemara
’
«
coast!
!
Cliffden must
* blefly bl> su
llcd
from
thence,
but drawing likewise supplies from
PP

m

additional mills,

V

T

’

Galway

G

00 tons ' cludin the coast from Broad Haven,
baronies
g
^? count Sligo, part
all
of Roscommon, Fermanagh and Leiy
may be sent in corn to this depot.
Killybegs 2000 tons, the main depot for
Donegal, with constabulary depots at
ent.es, and other spots to be
selected.
I have reason

E mS

1

hi

’

.

All
All

turn.

,

b S
d In
GeL
r>T
Gcneial Dobree.
This

tha/the whole

to believe

but Iwalt the further report of Deputy-Commissary,
,
l
is the spot for the second
floating depot, which will be
8 ™' e 111 th ‘ s
a !*
ds
and as there are no troops at this station, offers
P ort
gieat security as a depot, independently
of the despatch in loading and unloading,
S
to and from other ports, and from the
mills on the coast.
I hese floating depots will only contain
meal in sacks,

™

’

,

and not corn.
tons, not all at once.
hope that it may be so arranged that a
powerful steamer may be attached
each floating depot.
Of the smaller steamers, the “ Vulcan” will be
USrfUl
WestP ort’ the “ Warrior” at Sligo, and the “

Gweedore Bay, 1000
I
to

^

Alban”

Smerfck

at

0re 4
00'empty sacks at Cork in excellent
°’j?
order, of which 20,000
miibtT
might
be spared for the meal ground in England.
11 reS
d
‘te
bi80ui t 1 "' r0te t0 the res ec tive officers
\°
to request
P
tbsTri
ui’ r e ‘ am
a!1 tlle biscuit that can be
collected at Dublin and Limerick,
Sf.J’yrf
and
that I shall be prepared to take the whole
which is in bgood order and fit for

rw?

,

-

,

.

,

issue at those places.

itb
Idaulb
lin e- 1 wrote to the Admiral to stop
the biscuit now
.
concentrating at the Naval°'T
depot, and to say that we are ready to take
over the
new and old ’ and
tbat
be

,,

Jf

S

confirmtys; aK,lication ’
I propose to issue the old biscuit at
the rate of 10s. per
diately put it on sale at Longford.

In conclusion,

Banagher

I

bya

cwt, and

letter fr0

I shall

must not omit

m

more than once

”

imme-

to bring before you the depots of Longford
the interior, particularly the former, for the state
of

and

Roscommon

Leitrim, and Cavan is likely to be most deplorable.
capable of receiving more than 400 tons,
be

-

* “7

ffiinld

Neither of these depots is
but Longford will certainly require to
1

replenished.

It is also

always prudent in every great undertaking to have
a reserve, and this
cannot be better placed than at Dublin, not
only with reference to its locality as
tbe head of the two canals, and its central
situation, but as the capital, and the
nearest point oi communication

The Custom-house magazines are of the best description and,
with their Lordsnips sanction, I should propose
a reserve depot in this city of 2000 tons.
;

Sir R.

I

MV'E

Honourable

my
e u

1C,

r

Rokth

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, September 17, 1846.
honour to lay before you for the information of the Right
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the
general
from Gweedore Bay to Westport,

the

V

Dobree,
P P ty-Commissary-General
ie las very satisfactorily
accomplished;

but for convenience of theac counts,

e Wlil not| officially assume
the charge until the 1st October.
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proceeded to Ballina, and Mr. Dobree will follow him, so as
engagements for the necessary mill power, with which that
place abounds, and a sufficient magazine accommodation.
I shall not at present enter into the details of this subject, until the arrival of
supplies, and the officers who are now on their way shall have joined, and enabled
me to give activity to our operations in that district.
In the meantime all the necessary preparations will be in progress.

Mr. Voules

lias

to settle finally the

Enclosure.

Report on

the

Storage, Wharfage, Mill-power, &c., of part of the Counties of Donegal
Sligo, and Mayo, from Gweedore Bay to Westport.
Gweedore Bay, County Donegal.

—

Three miles from the Gweedore Hotel, erected by Lord George Hill ; a quay
Bunbeg.
under 200 tons, which can unload alongside an excellent magazine,
capable of containing 300 tons of meal, witli every convenience of storing; accommodation for
100 tons more may be obtained in contiguous buildings, if required. Adjoining these premises
a mill, in constant operation, witli two pair of Irish stones (to be replaced by French bu m).
which the lessee engages to grind from 10 to 15 tons weekly for Government. This is the
only spot adapted for a depot in the N.W. part of the county.
Rutland Island. A coast-guard station, with a small harbour. This place is ill-adapted
for a dep6t, as few of the people on the mainland have boats at their disposal; whereas the
inhabitants of Aranmore and adjacent islands possess water transport, and can witli greater
facility come to Burton Port, a quay immediately opposite Rutland Island, belonging to the
Marquis of Conyngham, where there is an excellent store, capable of holding 250 tons, and in
every respect more commodiously situated for the convenience of all parties in that locality.
The Island of Aranmore, immediately opposite, contains about 1,500 inhabitants, the parish
priest being the only respectable resident.
Glenties.
There is a mill here belonging to the Marquis of Conyngham, with two pair of
Irish stones (to be replaced by French burrs), which can grind from 10 to 15 tons weekly, and
easily accessible to vessels

is

in

—

Burton Port.

—

200 tons.
There is ample storage
May, when it was

store

the 1st

long as

tion in it so

at the poor-house,
first

which has never had more than one inmate since
offers Government every accommoda-

The chairman

opeued.

disposable.

it is

—Seven
—There are

Port Nue

miles distant,

is

the nearest landing-place;

there

is

a small store be-

longing to Mr. Porter.

Ardara

and other localities, small oatmills, but too insignificant for Government purposes in their operations, inconveniently situated, totally deficient
in storage, and an interference with which might be detrimental to the wants of the people ; the
place offers no accommodation for a subsidiary depot, and should it be deemed necessary to
continue in this locality the sales now making here by the coast-guard, I would recommend
their being removed to Glenties, as being more central with regard to Gweedore Bay, Burtonat this place, Glenties,

and Killibegs, and possessing ample conveniences.
Killibegs.
fine land-locked anchorage for vessels of any draught, without a bar, and easy
Blain, situated close
of access. There are two excellent stores here, one belonging to Mr.
to the quay, with the street intervening, and capable of holding 300 tons; the other belonging to
the estate of the late Alexander Murray, Esq., admirably situated on a quay, and capable of
holding 300 tons or more. The guardian of this property resides in Scotland, and has been
written to for terms, &c. There are five small oatmills at and around Killibegs, which may be
considered unavailable, for the reasons above stated. This harbour is very advantageously situated
as a rendezvous for such American and other large ships consigned with corn to this district as
may be unable to enter the River Moy, or the Sligo Donegal harbours. Here they may safely
transfer their cargoes to the floating depot about to be established, and the mills at Ballina, Sligo,
Ballyshannon, and Coxtown may be replenished from thence by the means of steamers or coasting
vessels ; the advantage, however (whenever the supply is purchased at London and Liverpool,
and not on shipboard), of sending vessels not drawing more than 11 feet water to this district
here suggests itself, so that they may unload directly at the mills where the corn may be
required namely, Sligo, Ballyshannon, and Ballina, which are quite contiguous to each other.
This may be the proper moment to draw the attention of Government to the absolute necessity
of keeping up a sufficient steam power, permanently stationed here, so as to secure our communications with the several depots along the coast from those interruptions and delays to which
they have been constantly exposed, even during the summer months.
It may not be presumptuous to offer a decided opinion that, without a large and a small steamer constantly at
the disposal of the Commissariat, it will be impossible to carry on the service without fearful
consequences resulting at times from the inadequacy of sailing vessels for the duties to be performed, and from the insufficiency of all the zeal and exertions in the world to prevent them
by any other means.
port,

—A

Wm.

—

—

Donegal.

—There are only small oatmills

There are
on the quay,
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accessible to vessels of 150 tons, and drawing
11 feet: equidistant
irom Donegal and Ballyshaniion.
There are only two flour-mills in the county of Donegal-one at
Rathmelton on Lough
Swdly, and the other at Coxtown, belonging to Mr. Alexander
Hamilton. It works five pair
of b rench stones throughout the year with great power
can store 200 tons, and grind 50 toils
;
weekly (or Government.
Enclosed are the terms of the proprietor; they are oven
to several
objections particularly on tile subject of kiln-drying,
which must on no account be dispensed
won nut in our dearth of mill-power we must endeavour to remove them.
Vessels if 200
la " d
° “' g0 !S W lhi “
“ glish mile ° f *ese mills, at a quay called
Mulltaiore”
is

SIX miles

;

i

'

“

‘

E

Th<!re ** St ° rage here l ° my exten, ond the ua !s
<
accessible to vessels
fl
y
unfm^IoO tom"
There are no flour-mills but there is a distillery, with three pair
of French stones, belonging
to Bemson and Co, just below the falls, which I have persuaded
the
proprietor to convert into

There is storage for several hundred tons, a quay belonging
to the premises; and
amieXed P ro P osals of the proprietors they offer to grind
50 tons weekly for Govern-

a corn-null.

ment

Sw.-Storage may

be had for 6,000 or 7,000 tons.
The magazine on the quay, which
from Mr. Kurnaghan, is capable of holding 1200
tons- there is
another alongside, also situated on the quay, which could
be had if required.
Vessels under
200 tons and drawing 11 feet, can pass the bar.
There are six wheat mills at and
the department

vicinity ol

now

Sligo, viz.

rents

in the

:

No. 1 In the town, belonging
only on his own account.

to

Mr. Martin; not

to be

had on any terms, as he

will 6
grind

No. 2. Two mills belonging to Mr. Culbertson, at Ballisadore,
four miles on the Dublin
road ; can store 2000 tons, and grind 1 50 tons weekly.
The annexed letter from the pro
1
pnetor will explain his inability to work for Government at
present.
R. Simms, at Coioony, six miies on the Dublin road; can
and gund 80 to 100 tons weekly, but the proprietor will
only engage to work
ment when they are not employed on their own account.
ton 0 ,

No

4

store
for

5000

Govern-

Belonging

to Mr. Wynne, four miles from the town, on
a quay within the harbour:
can grind JO tons weekly for Government during 10 months
of the year, 'and store 250 tons
°' o. Be onging to Mr. Greene, at Rathbrahane,
a mile and half from Sligo can store
orn t0 S *nc
;
’
° nnd 30 tons weekl y io1 Government during 10 months of the vear.
^T
i
No. c
6. Belonging to Mr. Kurnaghan, at Dromahaire,
on Lough Gill, nine miles from Sli<m
°
with access by steamer can grind 60 tons weekly for
Government, and store 250 tons
Ballina
Storage to any extent.
Vessels of 150 to 200 tons can unload at a quay on the
river Moy, a mile below the town
hore is a steam-tug on the river. There are four flour-mills
at and near Ballina
No. 1- Belonging to the Messrs. Galagher, halfway between the
town and the quay: will
grind weekly for Government 100 tons, at about
20s. per ton, and store 500 tons. The expense
ot ti ansport from the quay to this mill is 6s.
per ton; to the two others in the town Is
There
° Se f ° **
caP able of holtli »g 400 to 500 tons, which could be hired
-.

'

1

'

.

—

;

T

d

by
Government^
No. 2. Belonging to Mr. Hendrie, in the town of Ballina rather
out of repair.
;
No. 3. Belonging to Mr. Fair, in the town works five pair of
;
stones.
JNo. 4 Belonging to Mr. Jackson, at Corry, four
miles on the Castlebar road. The proprietor ot these mills was absent, and Constable Smith
was to forward me details of their
and power as soon as he could get the information.
Westport.
Wharfage for vessels under 250 tons; storage to a large
extent.
are three flour-mills at this place.

capabilities

There

No

1.

Belonging to Mr. MacDonnell offers to grind weekly for
Government, 60tons; and
once from 200 to 300 tons. Annexed are his proposals.
Belonging to Mr. Livingstone, with very great power and
extensive storage hut for
on his own account.
1
~"
Belon-”--*- **
;

to store at

No.

2.

:

present, will grind solely

tile

No.

3.

1

out of repair ; 1
be quite ready t„
being so employed.

As my instructions limited me to Gweedore Bay, I did not go beyond;
but, anticipating the
probability of assistance being called for in the more northern
parts of the county of Donegal
have ascertained that in Milford, at the head
of Mulroy Bay, there is a very <mod store
belonging to Lord Leitrim with a null working three
pair of Irish stones, and, at°Ballyness
a St 0re b lon g ,n f0 Mr. Halford. It may be necessary to
g
observe, that the Irish stones
,
in adaptedf to the grinding of Indian
corn, and used almost exclusively for oats,
e
0fp0tatOeS tl lrOllgh0Ut Done al - Sll'g°> Mayo, and Galway,
1
never ripened; it was
S
hiV n°
i’r
I
half
grown, and1 has
never since made any progress to further maturity; the tubers are
f.!
lot Halt
the usual size, the largest being the most affected
and as the people say, with some
;
U 11 sa scaal
y s * be C,0 P ’hat “ it takes a man a whole day to dig his dinner.” Proprietors
!
t iroughout
the country freely give any one leave to take gratis, on their
grounds, wherever
t icy can
find any, or to turn their cattle out on the ridges and feed
on the weeds. Some of the
diuer landlords, who had let out ground
largely on the con -acre system, have prevented their
tenants Irom digging their
potatoes till half the rent was paid, the other half being remitted.
1

r*y?
aie

%

l
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and the crops have consequently been abandoned. There seems to be a determination on the
part of landlords generally to exact their rents
on the part of small
; and a combination
tenants to refuse payment, as well as to prevent the exportation of grain.
Under these
impending events, it may not be irrelevant here to observe, that, with the exception of one company quartered between Sligo and Ballyshannon, there are no troops in the district about
Donegal. I have made every inquiry regarding the establishment of small dealers over the
country, and, however discouraging the prospect of immediate success appears to be, we must
endeavour, through the agency of the committees and gentry, to lay the foundation for a class
of people, which it is evident the necessity of the times will not of itself create.
The predilection of the Donegal people for fine oatmeal, has, I am assured, entirely disappeared, and a preference is now given to the coarser quality.
The introduction of whole meal, or the produce of wheat, without extracting any bran at all,

commencing in several parts of the country.
In the several towns of the locality which I have visited, there is no want of a proper
description of persons to constitute the relief committees and in the rural districts of Donegal,
;
that government will find a zealous co-operation, as far as goodwill goes,
on the part of the clergy, the few resident gentry, and the agents of the large lauded prois

I have been assured
prietors.

J. Saumarez Dobree,
Deputy Commissary-General.

Dublin, September 14, 1816.

P.S. Nothing can be more simple or satisfactory in its results than the present system of
keeping the constabulary accounts. I would respectfully submit that, owing to the mass
of
people which will be dependent the ensuing year on these depots, they involve more clerical
labour than it is possible for any man to go through, when he has from morning to night,

800 to 1000 individuals to supply, and never less than 200 to 300 clamorous hungry persons
at his elbow craving their stone or half-stone of meal.
And I would recommend that the
constables be no longer required to inscribe the names of the purchasers on their books,
but
merely to enter the quantity of each lot sold and its amount; which particulars, with the
knowledge which these constables are known to possess of the community, will amply
vouch for the faithful record of these transactions.
local

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin Castle, September 21, 1846.

I

advert

to

my

letter

No. 375, dated 10th

instant, and I again bring
the subject of it before you for the consideration of the Right Honourable my
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury ; for, looking to the deficiency of
supply in England and Scotland as well as Ireland, and the demand in other parts
of Europe, I cannot divest myself of anxiety in regard to the means before us of
obtaining the quantity which will be required ; and I feel and submit to you the
necessity of extending our views, and of adopting a plan by which we may obtain
the importation of a given quantity from the United States so as to secure our
position, and the fulfilment of the pledge we have given in behalf the western
coast.

There are certainly means

in the country

which ought and most probably

will

be brought into consumption at this early part of the season, so as to allow time
harvests and shipments from abroad; but admitting their full
application to this emergency, the lowest computation at which I can place the
for the foreign

demand on Government amounts
upon

to 120,000 quarters of Indian corn.
their Lordships the urgency of providing for a large prodemand by some direct engagement for its importation on which we
and this proportion should not be less than 60,000 to 80,000 quarters,
were to consult my own opinion I should recommend the whole quantity,
for this is the lowest computation of the probable demand.
But apart from my own feelings, if they appear to betray over-anxiety, I entreat
of you to consider not only the prudence but the safety of making provision by
contract, or by other direct or positive engagement, for 60,000 to 80,000 quarters of
Indian corn, to be delivered one-half on or before the 1st January, and one-half
on or before the 1st April.
Whatever quantity can be obtained in meal should be consigned to Limerick,
the whole quantity for that port being equal to one-fourth of the whole one-fourth
in corn to be consigned to Galway, and the remaining two-fourths to Sligo
and the
I earnestly press

portion of this

can
and

rely,

if I

;

adjoining ports.
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thiuk the measures now in operation for grinding in England and
the mills at
}
Sligo will furnish an adequate supply of meal for Westport, and I look
to the same
source and to the London and Liverpool markets for the reserve depot
at

Dublin,

from whence Longford and Banagher are to be provisioned. I am sure
that my
Lords will not be surprised but rather share in the anxiety I experience for
the
success of these measures ; and if my requisition should be considered hio-h,
though
I am certain it will be found much lower than the demand, they
will not fail to
it is only an investment, to be recovered hereafter
by the sale ; and
that it a promise has been given for the supply of the western
coasts, we are
bound to adopt measures which will secure our position and afford to us the
certainty of its fulfilment.

remember that

It is a perilous duty to watch the effects of famine, if
we shall have failed in
any precaution, which at the last moment would be irremediable, and
my desire to
impress the importance of this representation upon their Lordships’
Board can only
be equalled by my conviction of its truth.

Treasury Minute.
September 29, 1846.

Write

Routh, acknowledging the receipt of the following letters
September 17, 1846.— Enclosing Report from Deputy
Commissary-General
Dobree, on the means of grinding, &c., after his tour
of inspection, from
Westport.
to Sir

:

G weed ore

September

Bay

10,

to

1846.— Furnishing an Estimate

of the quantities of Indian
corn likely to be required for the Government depots
in the western
districts of Ireland, and at Dublin, as a reserve
depot, during the ensuing
season, amounting altogether to upwards of
12,000 tons.
September 21, 1846.— Furnishing a revised Estimate, stating
the Indian
corn likely to be required at 120,000 quarters,
or 25,000 tons,

and

urging the importance of providing a large proportion
of this demand, by

some

direct

engagement

for its importation.

Their Lordships are deeply sensible of the responsibility they
have incurred in
undertaking to supply, as far as lies in their power, the deficiency
of food in the
western division ot Ireland, and measures are being taken,
under
their direction

for replenishing the Government depots, with the details
of which Sir R. Routh is
kept fully informed.
It must, however, be borne in mind, that the case
which has to be provided for
year is not a local deficiency which could be supplied from
the abundance of
other quarters, but a general scarcity extending, with a
greater or less decree of
intensity, over the United Kingdom and the whole of
Western Europe
this

therefore
relief to
.

;

and

it is

incumbent upon their Lordships to prevent the measures taken to
afford
the people in the western division of Ireland, from being
so conducted as
enh <™ce the existing high prices to the people in other parts of
the
who have to depend only on their own efforts for meetino- the
°

!™

st’ 1 1 ll

United Kingdom
emergency.

It is also most important that it should be
remembered that the supplies provided lor the Government depots, are not intended to form
the primary or principal
means of subsistence to the people of the districts in which
the depots are established, but merely to furnish a last resource, when all
other means of subsistence
whether derived from the harvest just got in, or from importations,
are exhausted’
nd the depots are therefore in no case to be drawn upon,
while food can be ob?
tained by purchases from private parties.
’I he regulation of the prices at which
food is issued from the Government depots
with a proper reference to the prices which prevail in the
neighbourhood for the
same, or other kinds ot food, is a point ol essential
consequence and their Lordships rely upon Sir R. Routh exercising such
a sound discretion in this respect,
as will prevent undue pressure upon the
Government depots.
;

I heir Lordships continue to be decidedly of opinion that the public
safety, as well
as the public faith, indispensably require that
the pledge given by Her Majesty’s
Government, that no interference will be exercised with the provision trade
in the
eastern division of Ireland, should be strictly observed.

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

64

Sir R. Routii to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Castle, Dublin, September 10, 1846.
I think you had better send the “ Margaret” on at once to Sligo.
They
have plenty of mill power, and the mere importation, the fact of its being there in
preparation, consoles and comforts the people.
I will inquire about barley.
I shall put Mr. Dwight at once with Mr. Bromley,
who, by the bye, has been partly summoned to his station at the Admiralty at the
end of this month. He will conclude and wind up everything to 31st August by
the 14th October, and I hope they will allow him the extra fortnight to finish his
task.
I send all the June store accounts this week, and, I hope, July next week,
and we are getting on very fast in the settlement.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

Castle,

September 11, 1846.

I have the honour to lay before you a copy of my letter to the respective
on the subject of the military biscuit in the Ordnance Stores, which I
propose to collect at Dublin, Limerick, and Haulboline, and apply to the present
distress in Ireland, disposing of the same at the rate of 1 Os. per cwt.
officers

Enclosure.
Sir R. Routii to

Officers of Ordnance.

Dublin, September 10, 184G.
understood through the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, that
orders had been conveyed to the Admiral on the station, to remove the biscuit and other military
provisions, now in charge of the Ordnance, I do myself the honour to request that you will
cause all the biscuit to be retained that can be collected at Limerick and Dublin, for Commissariat purposes, and to state to you that. I shall be ready to receive and grant the proper
receipts
for the whole quantity that shall be fit for issue.
I request you will be pleased to retain at Longford, and direct its delivery to Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Campbell, any quantity at that post, and to permit, that
officer to
draw any quantity he may require from Athlone for Roscommon and Castlereaofi.
I have also to beg you will be pleased to give orders, for the delivery at Castlebar, of the
remains in good condition, at that post, and I write to Mr. Cummins at Westport, to make
arrangements for its receipt. I beg to acquaint you that I shall communicate a copy of this

Having

letter to the

Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury,

Treasury Minute on

for their information.

the above.

September 11, 1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh, approving of his proceedings on this subject, and state
that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have been requested to give corresponding instructions to their officers in Ireland.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

September 11, 1846.
I send the O’Brien medal herewith, and am very glad that the Lord
Lieutenant has kindly undertaken to present it.
Also pray convey to Mr. O’Brien my congratulations on this gratifying and
well deserved honour which has been conferred on him.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R. Routii.

Treasury , September 11, 1846.
For Sir R. Routh’s
reply, see p. 73-.
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United Kingdom, but also in several
other European countries
nothing could
have occurred so we calculated to draw
large supplies from foretn
countries
PeC,a ly fr0,,,AmerICa aS this
°I°price at the

™

'

”s„n

6

In other words,

ment
end

it

is

co

far better to have increased nrieps

when they will work their
when it might he too late for any

ot the season,

oi the season,

m

o^rSJ,

™Ze?tTlZ

-.t-

Lrfto“the‘

sufficient supply to

a“ive

very quarter dollar will
extend the field of supply in the
?
draw down from Cincinnati and Ohio,
quantities of Indian
<

°/

United States,
Shte and
W °Uld
°rhJ Ind
il/i
0rn

C

t

have been e^loyed, asusual, toVed
tt pLs
3
is still bought up by the
Irish houses' even -it
the piesent prices, with the greatest
eagerness which is -ill in nnr f.> L
only inconvenience being that we are obliged
to give equally high pri^
for tie
^
quantity vye must get to meet our
responsibilities.
I have just, given Mr. Erichsen a
positive order to buy 800
quarters more at
the market price whatever that may
be (it may be 44*. or 45*.) Ind
to send it to
the American miller to be ground
after he hn<*
n °
,
him so that we shall havefhree
ne^our
6 t0
‘°
d y°U ‘
° f mesI
» fortnight, and
Either soon a?£ r

r

,J\

<

T

°^ed for sale

V
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;

^

^

z tztrt it

get

^

“

.

.

'htd^don

“

some when the Irish houses are satisfied,^
they e ver are and tfulTVT
Smidl
1 Set Wil1 be sent t0 PIymouti and
Portsmouth

grind
You must

to be

get on as well as you can till
our commissariat officers be»in to
anive, and then you will have strength
enough for anything
I desired t£em to
buiten their departure by all
vieans, and sent them copies
If the
Conespondence to study on their voyage, and
shall havp uonip? nf he subse
P
correspondence ready for them against
1 umt
Iheh arrivd
e C
fU ly COnSldered under the
directions of the Chancellor
of the
Fvulw7
J A. you
Exchequer
the draft
sent me of the Revised Instructions
to the Relief Comn
to ' morro "' the remarks which
he has directed me
to niaTe“

posS

RdS

i

T

’

^

“l'.P™ount importance to make our fresh start with a well
-if?
digested
plan
that the inconvenience arising from
a slight delay in the issue
of the inns 1S com P aratlvel
little consequence.
y
yxn!°
y0U Send
' r00fs ° f
Finted Fa ers ra send
1
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proofs!™

Routh

Sir R.

to

mvy

P y

™ more

than two

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

V th
Honourable

>

Castle,

Dublin, September 11, 1846.

Mkn0 "'

led g«* e receipt of the Minute
of the Right
llTr
d CommiSS10nerS of Her Majesty’s
^
Treasury of the

t0

T

4th

install

Wlt b n d
“P sense of gratitude that I receive this mark of their Lordships’
,
T "'
ISh
y eX-preSS n "; ere less feeble and “ore capable of conveying
to you a fesri
; the feelings
'
testimony in unison with
S
of the Department.
As one of its oldest officers, and whom their
Lordships have been pleased to
on man ? °“ as ns > I should be insensible
to the advantage of serving
01* 8 Govern ent ,f tllis
d istinction failed to impress upon
”
me
1
and ,ul
all of us,
nf an increased anxiety to deserve it.
It is impossible to foresee the
effect of events, or the difficulties
we mav have to
nter
Ut
n fo ‘ tllfully assure y° u that neither zeal
nor effor/shall be
found wanting
iotmcl
’tto contend successfully with them.
6 6ntreat ° f 0U t0 make ° Ur
res P ectful gratitude acceptable to
)
their Lordships.
1S

,

”

“

'

“

uX“

”

.

r

.

“

I
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Memorial
To

of the

Poor Relief Committee

the Right Honourable Lord

John

of Carrigaline.

Russell, First

Lord

oi

Her

Majesty’s

Treasury.

The Memorial of the Magistrates, Clergymen and Gentlemen of the Poor
Relief Committee, of Carrigaline, County of Cork.
Respectfully Showeth,'

That your Memorialists, after having devoted their time, their united and
of Her
best exertions, for the last five months, in carrying out the instructions
Majesty’s late Government, in alleviating the distress of the poor during the past
season, did hope and anticipate, that the period was near at hand when they
could have brought their labours to a close. But it has pleased an all-wise
Providence, to whose will all must bow in humble submission, to revisit our heretofore productive soil, and peaceable population, with a more severe and direful
scourge than that of last year, in the total failure of the potato crops, the only
subsistence of the labouring class of this extensive district.
That your memorialists most truly sympathise with the numerous applicants,
“ all willing to work,” that presented themselves to this Committee, on their last
day of meeting, for relief ; and having made the most minute inquiries, and used
their utmost exertions, to ascertain the extent of destitution in this district,
are compelled to place this most appalling and distressing truth before your Lordship and Her Majesty’s Government that at the expiration of the present
harvest, which must close in a very short time, when the entire of the early potato
crop will be exhausted, from the great consumption, and from the decay that is
making such fearful and rapid progress, and other food will be enhanced in price,
“ which may be inferred from the great advance of Indian corn and meal, since
the close of the Government depot,” the labouring population must be reduced
to the most unparalleled state of distress and misery, and which the united exertions of the landed proprietors cannot meet, unless your Lordship and the Government of the country afford that relief they will so much stand in need of.
That your memorialists, under these circumstances, press most respectfully, but
forcibly, on your Lordship, as the head of Her Majesty’s Government, the
necessity of immediately meeting, either by grant of money from Government,
public works, or by any other means that may seem meet to your Lordship, as the
only prospect of averting that dire calamity famine, followed by disease, and the
worst of all, the concomitant on such a state of distress and misery, that of crime.
Your memorialists are therefore compelled to submit to your Lordship and
Her Majesty’s Government, for your kind, attentive, and most favourable con-

—

—

sideration, this their earnest

and

respectful prayer.

W. H. M. Hodder, D.L., and J.P., Hoddersfield.
F. F. Blake, J.P., Prospect Villa.
Robt. M. Tighe, Coolanon.
Jas. John Ryan, Carrigaline.
Michl. Roberts, J.P., Mount Rivers.
J.

N. Lombard,

W.

Clk., Carrigaline.
C. Walker, Clk., Carrigaline.

Henry O'Brien, M.D., Carrigaline.
John Travers, Carrigaline.
Thos. N. Blair, Carrigaline, Secretary.

Treasury Minute on the

above.

September 11, 1846.

Write to the magistrates, clergymen, and gentlemen, of the Poor Relief Committee of Carrigaline, that my Lords must refer them to his Excellency the
Lord Lieutenant, for the details of the measures which have been resolved upon,
in order to afford relief in those cases in which it is required.
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Hewetson

to

07

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin, September 11, 1846.

EXPECT oats, instead of being exported as heretofore, will come largely
into home consumption as oatmeal this next year, as the small farmers, having
lost their potatoes, will hold a sufficient supply back for their food.
Irish wheat
will also have a considerable increased home consumption
but it will be two or
three months before the people will derive any general benefit from their wheat
and oats, the whole system being new but employment and cash wages will work
I

;

;

wonders.

Our weather

is

has written you

beautiful, greatly in favour of our movements.
Sir Randolph,
about the biscuit and as much more wheat and oats will be
;

brought into home consumption in meal, all the mill-power will be in great
request by the trade and the small farmers hence the necessity of our supplies
being chiefly manufactured elsewhere, ready for immediate use.
;

Mr.

Ward

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Royal William Victualling-yard,

Sept. 11, 1846.

By Lord Auckland’s desire. I have visited the victualling establishment
here this morning, and find that with the one engine now upon the premises,
at
work for 18 hours out of the 24, they can grind 67 quarters of Indian corn per
day, whenever you choose to commence the delivery of it.
small addition to the establishment will be required, which we have
authorised Sir Thomas Fellowes to provide for at once, by engaging hands at
monthly
J
wages.
assume that the Indian corn will be delivered here in bulk, and it is proposed to put it up in sacks ticketed, 500 of which may be had now at 2s.
6d. each,
and 100 afterwards weekly.
If the Treasury think the quantity that can be delivered by the different yards
insufficient, the second engine, which was removed from hence to Deptford
(where
it is not wanted), might be brought back here, and fixed
in its old place, at a
cost of about 600/., which would bring 12 additional pair of stones into
activity,
and double the daily produce. It is for you to say whether this be necessary, but
if you will let me know the wishes of the Treasury before
we leave Devonport,
Capt. Brandreth, who is here, will take care that they are attended to instantly.

A

We

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr.

Ward.
Treasury, September 12, 1846.

We are much

ship

is

indebted to Lord Auckland for the effectual steps his Lordprepared to take to assist us in grinding for Ireland.

Three mills which we have

at

work near London, including the one

at Deptat our disposal in this part of England, but I
am in expectation of the early arrival of cargoes from abroad, which I shall
immediately consign to Plymouth and Portsmouth, to be ground at the Admiralty
Mills at those places.
ford, are sufficient for the

corn

now

I think it very desirable that the second engine should be at onee
brought back
from Deptford and refixed at Portsmouth, for although it is possible that we may
not require all this mill power, it is more probable that it will be
uro-entlv
°
wanted.

I he Ordnance supplies us with sacks sufficiently good for our purpose at
Is. 7^d.
and as we require great numbers of them, the difference of price is of
importance in the aggregate.
You will see from the accompanying copy of a Treasury Minute, that the
Department,

each,

number of sacks will be supplied by the Ordnance
munication with the Comptroller of Victualling.
requisite

in

I
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Treasury Minute

referred to.

September 11, 1816.

Write to the Secretary of the Ordnance, and request that he will acquaint the
Master-General and Board that a further supply of sacks being- required for the
service in Ireland, my Lords are desirous that they should be
provided under the
direction of the Master- General and Board.
State that the sacks should be of the same description as those already
found to
be the best adapted for this service, which were obtained at the price of
1,9. 7§d.
each, and as they are wanted to pack the meal ground in the
naval yards at
Deptford, Portsmouth, and Plymouth, request that the proper Ordnance
officers
may be desired to place themselves in communication with the Comptroller of
Victualling, in order to ascertain the
periods of delivery.

Transmit copy of this Minute
Lords of the Admiralty.

to

number

to be provided,

and the places and

the Secretary for the information of the

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
Treasury September 12, 1846.
,

The first point which strongly attracts attention in the Revised Instructions to the Relief Committees, is the new feature of the establishment
of a
central authority on the part of the Baronial Committees, in reference
to the
Parochial and other District Committees.
It seems probable that such an arrangement would be attended with
serious risk
of failure, and of other consequences worse than failure.

The relief operations are essentially of a temporary nature, and they have to be
carried on, so far as the Relief Committees are concerned, not by
trained public
officers accustomed to act together, but by country gentlemen,
Protestant and

Roman

Catholic clergymen, and other persons who are placed on the
committees
merely because they happen to be possessed of property and influence in the neighbourhood, and only a small proportion of them can be depended on as
practical

men
.

of business.

Tl e machinery ought, therefore, to be of the simplest kind.
?
is introduced, the wheels must soon
get out of order.

If any complica-

tion

Mutual confidence and a disposition to act
ment of a common end, is not as yet a general

cordially together, for the attain-

characteristic of the Irish country
gentleman and clergymen of different persuasions.
I hey are not indisposed to yield to the authority of
persons in high official
positions, but they are not generally inclined to repose confidence
in, or submit to
the authority of each other.
It is therefore to be feared that the establishment of a machinery
by which the
operations of the local committees would be controlled by, and their
intercourse with
the government be made dependent on other committees composed of
neighbouring
gentlemen and Protestant and Roman Catholic clergymen, would end
in failure
and general confusion and the more so, as the relief business might
often really
be of such a nature as could not wait the result of a protracted discussion
between
two committees meeting at some distance of time and place, and the parties
interested would still oftener think that it was of such an
emergent description.
;

It also appears that there is now the less occasion
for introducing a control on the part of the committees themselves, because we
shall soon have a
sufficient number of able public officers appointed
for the express purpose
of exercising a constant supervision over them.
I am myself aware of only one instance in which the proposed
plan has actually
been tried, and the result in that case was decidedly unfavourable to it.
Captain
Pole’s early correspondence abounded with matter relative
to the quarrels of the
Banagher and Parsonstown Committees, which has not been printed
in the
Blue Book ; but you will find enough there to show, that the Banagher
Committee did not begin to act with effect until it was freed from
the trammels of
the Parsonstown Committee.

In
.

into Sir
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attentively perusing this part of them,
he said that he had known two or three
instances in which owing to the superior influence
and weight of character of the
individuals of which they were composed, the

Baronial Committees had answered
but if the plan were attempted to be
established as an obligatory general rule
he
considered that it would not succeed, and
he suggested that the adoption of ft
should be left to the discretion of the
committees themselves, or that the Lord
Lieutenant should select the cases in which it
should be enforced, leaving all the
S
other committees in direct communication
with the government officers.
I he only other point which
I have to notice, is the very important
one of
making the most of the opportunity which these
instruction's afford of directing
general attention to the changes and
improvements in agriculture, which are
necessary to place Ireland
a healthy self-supporting condition, and to supersede by reproductive labour the artificial
and, in some points of view,
view, wasteful
wastenu
F
expedient of
works.
•

m

the relief

of&r>

sound
than the views expressed on this subject in the
draft
of the Instructions, and if there is
anything wanting, it is merely in the wav of
^
arrangement and more full developement.
Ud S part ° f tlle
Section rektes t0 this su hject, and
should be
b,J,vU°"f
i
bi
ought into fh
the same place
with the 19th, 20th, and 21st sections, which
are
entirely devoted to it, and this would
leave the 28th section appropriated to
the
1 P
P
protection and extension of

^

the corn trade.
all those parts of

Having thus got together

W

tile

instructions

which

relate to

"' ith ^vantage be recast, and
***
I send
a lough sketch herewith, in the hope that it
may be of some assistance to you.
You will find in the two proofs which are returned
herewith, a few other cor° f h cl1 haS f° r itS ob iect; t0 make
* Perfectly evident
thatSlmm
Z ’ aS We " “ S »
Protestant dergymen, are intended to be included
'

-

in

thfcommiSes

“

C!lan llor ° f the Exchequer requests that
we may be furnished with
anotbe proof containing the
anothei
corrections which you may think it desirable
to
make, and whicn may be approved of by the
Lord Lieutenant and Mr. Labouchere
most important duty of the members of the
Relief Committees will be to
promote, by their influence and example,
improvements in husbandry, the drainage
of land the reclaiming of wastes, and
the making timely preparations for tEe
he cul ‘ lvatl0n of potatoes to that of grain,
which the failure, more
or less, of the crop of potatoes, for two
successive years, seems to render necessary
The employment provided by law must be of a
public nature, and the owners
U ei
f aI1 d
IreIaiKl " wbo are morally and legally
answerable for the
rellf of ?b
t-r f
relief
the destitute
poor upon their estates, are by the Act
9 and 10 Viet
°f
PUWiC
i“
dkP 0 n-bly necesl
sary fo^heTsubStencr^^
.

A

orLT

V

“

™

“““

But however

necessary such a legal provision may be as
the ultimate resource
for enabling the people to obtain
necessary food, there are other modes of securing
the same object, which would be attended

with

far

more

parties concerned.

beneficial results to all

Those to whom the land belongs, and who will enjoy
the principal benefit
arising from its improvement, should exert
themselves to bring to a higher state
of culture the lands which are already
cultivated, and to bring new lands
into
cultivation where the opportunity offers; by
following which course the necessity
tor public works would be obviated, or greatly
diminished, and the
funds which

m

must otherwise be raised
the way of rate, chiefly from the same
parties, for the
execution of public works, would be more profitably
applied to the employment
of reproductive labour in improvements which
would repay their cost, and add to
tne permanent fund for the subsistence of the
people.

The government has already afforded all the facilities in its
power towards this
object.
The great agricultural improvement of Ireland is drainage,
not only of
the uncultivated, but also of the large proportion
of imperfectly cultivated lands

and abundant means have been placed for this purpose
at the disposal of the landowners on easy terms, both as to the rate of interest and
the period of repayment
and the most efficient, scientific, and practical machinery
that could

be devised’
has been provided for their assistance in addition
to which, loans are made for
;
other permanent improvements of estates from the
fund under the management
of the Board of \\ orks, at as low
a rate of interest as is consistent with the
necessary protection of the money market.
'

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

70
Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

Castle,

September 12, 1846.

I have the honour to lay before you for the information of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the further
Report of Assistant-Commissary General Lister, but I shall now limit myself to
its transmission, and reserve my observations for another occasion.
I propose that Mr. Lister shall be stationed at Westport, having under his
superintendence the two depots of Clifden and Belmullet, to the former of which
I shall attach Mr. Parker in charge, and Mr. Cummins to the latter, and I trust
that these several duties will be well and ably conducted.
Mr. Lister being particularly anxious to bring over his family to Ireland, I
have allowed him to proceed to England for that purpose, and he will report
himself to their Lordships’ Board on the 14th instant.

Enclosure.
Mr. Lister

to Sir

R. Routh.
Westport, September 9, 1846.

In continuing my report upon the depots along the western coast, I proceed, first to
consider the constabulary depots dependent on Westport, which at present consist of Castlebar,
Holly Mount, and Ballinrobe.
At each of these places, the demand for the meal, within the last ten days has been
increased, and it has been thought advisable to replenish the dep6t at. Castlebar, where the
sales have averaged about one ton and one half daily, though confined to very small quantities.
I conceive from the reports furnished' from these stations, and their dependence for
food
being principally on Westport, that the continuance of these depots will be found necessary.

The

supplies at these stations are nearly all sold.
Tile troops at Wesport consist of a detachment of between

80 and 90 men.

There

is,

how-

ever, barrack accommodation for 160.
Adverting to that part of my report of the 3Lstult., which states that the whole of the
supplies at the several coast guard stations, dependent on Clifden, have been removed to that
depot, and transferred to the charge of the constabulary, as likewise to the suggestions submitted in respect to the formation of other depots, by which the sale of meal in that section of
the country, would, in future, devolve exclusively on the constabulary I would observe, that as
;
relates to that part of Captain Perceval’s charge, which extends from the Islands of Boffin,
and
Innisturk, to Belmullet, a strict adherence to this principle of concentration and transfer,
is,

at

this time, scarcely practicable.

The peculiar circumstances of their position render access to these islands very uncertain
;
and, therefore, in the exercise of the discretionary power you have been pleased to give me,
I
should strongly recommend, that none of the remaining supplies should be now withdrawn as
the season of the year is approaching, when from the representations of Captain Nugent

and
Mr. Wood, the greatest difficulty may be expected in landing provisions this information is
;
confirmed by the experience of Captain Perceval, even during the late summer months.
These observations equally apply to the Island of Achill.
Independently of these essential considerations, my great anxiety has been to avoid exciting
any apprehension, which would have been, I conceive, occasioned even the by temporary withdrawal of our supplies from these isolated places.
The coast guard stations dependent on Newport, are the Islands of Boffin and Innisturk,
also Rosstrunk.
The supplies remaining at the latter place have been ordered to Newport at
which depot arrangements are in progress for the immediate transfer of the supplies from the
charge of Captain Nugent to that of the constabulary.
The store at Newport belongs to a Mr. Clindinning, the gratuitous use of which that gentleman, with much commendable liberality, offered to the Government. It will hold flora'll to
1200 sacks, and is well ventilated, unfortunately, however, it is much too far, (about 400
yards) from the constabulary barrack for that force to guarantee the security of our supplies;
and, therefore, I am of opinion, that it will be absolutely necessary to send a detachment
of 30
;

40 men to Newport; not only
much wanting) in the trade.
or

for this purpose,

but likewise to inspire confidence (which

is

Sir Richard O’Donnell pointed out to me two excellent stores, which have been for
sometime
unoccupied, in consequence of the want of what the traders consider sufficient protection for
which, if afforded, it is thought, will lead to the importation of corn and meal, and
;
thus supersede in some measure the interference of the Government.
1 he troops could be billeted on the people, or if more desirable, houses might be hired by
the Ordnance for their accommodation.

their stores

Captain Nugent informs me, that vessels drawing 12 feet water can come into the ports of
Westport and Newport.
In the Island of Achill, the main depot (Dugert) is under the charge of inspecting
chiefofficer Wood, whose sub-depots have heretofore been Bullsmouth, Keel,
and Achillbeg.° There
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is comparatively little demand at present in the island, and as
the stations of Keel and Bullsmouth are only 4 miles from Dugert, the meal remaining at those places has been ordered
to
that depot.
As regards Achillbeg, it being 14 miles from Dugert, and Mr. Wood anticipating extensive
demands there, it has been deemed advisable to leave the supplies at that station.
Tile depot at Clare Island is likewise under his charge, but as there is a
constabulary force
there, the supplies will be forthwith transferred from the custody of the
coast-guard service to
that of a constable.

The store in which our supplies are deposited at Dugert, belongs to the Achill Missionary
Society ; and heretofore the Government has had the gratuitous use of this
building it has,
however, been intimated to me, that in future a certain rent will be expected; the sum
I could’
not ascertain, as the Rev. Edward Mangle (chief of the establishment) was absent;
this gentlerequested
;

man

lias been
to communicate to the officer at Westport on the subject.
This store
hold about 1000 sacks.
is a constabulary station on Achill Island, about
7 miles from Dugert, and 4 from
is the only building which can be procured for the reception
of the
mea.1, it would not hold any thing approaching the quantity for which storage
would be required.
The meal at Achillbeg is at present kept in the boathouse, and Mr. Wood has been
requested to ascertain what store accommodation can be hired, and to report fully on
the subject
J
for your information.
At Belmullet, Dulough, and Tullougham, the supply of meal is exhausted. Belmullet is
situated in a wretchedly poor country, and the demands on that depot will,
I am persuaded, be
on a very great scale.
Under this persuasion, I have obtained a tender for the hire of a <x0 od,

will

There

the Sound, but as a stable

substantial, well ventilated store, contiguous to the quay, and which will
contain upwards of
2000 sacks. This store, however, is situated upwards of 300 yards from the constabulary barrack, and as the people connected with the trade of Belmullet are greatly
alarmed as to the
insecurity of their stores,
observations in regard to the absolute necessity of troops beino-

my

sent to Newport, apply with equal, or perhaps, greater force to Belmullet.
I be°- to enclose
the tender alluded to for approval, the rent (317. 5s. for one year, including
taxes), is very
"

reasonable.

°

5

The

supplies at Belmullet have heretofore been kept in Lieutenant Dawson’s stables.
There is no mill power at, or near, Belmullet, except two gig mills.
Vessels can enter Belmullet, drawing in neap tides 8 to 9 feet, and spring tides 11 to

1*2 feet.

In considering the positions of the present depots, and the places where it may
be hereafter
desirable to establish additional sub-depots, I have been guided by their relative
distances from
each other, and the supposed wants of the localities and although, it may, from time
;
to time,
be found necessary to increase the number, the following posts will, it is supposed,
in the
first instance, meet the exigencies of this district.
The depots at. Boffin and Innisturk will, I presume, necessarily remain in charge of the
coast-guard, there being no constabulary quartered in these islands.
In Achill Island, Dugert will be the principal depot, with Achillbeg and the Sound,
if
established, as its sub-depots.
The latter is proposed on account of its being favourably
situated for the country intervening between Newport, Bangor, (a proposed new
station,) and
Dugert, no part of which will then be further than 9 miles from supplies.
In regard to store accommodation at the Sound, I enclose a letter from Mr. Savage,
the
owner of the hotel at that, place, which is, I think, satisfactory.
A depot at the constabulary station at Bangor, will, it is thought, also be found requisite.
It is centrally situated, and within 13 miles of Belmullet, from which
station meal could be
sent by land.
There is excellent accommodation for the supplies in the lower story of the
constabulary barrack at Bangor.
Belmullet and Dugert will be very important stations, and perhaps I may be permitted to
add, that to ensure the efficient performance of the duties at these posts, and at the sub-depots
dependent on them respectively, an officer of the department should be quartered at Belmullet.
rendering his accounts to the officer at Westport ; indeed, unless the services of Mr. Wood
(a

zealous and intelligent officer) are retained at Dugert, it will, I conceive, be essential
to have
a second officer of the department stationed there, as the duties will, in all probability, be far
too responsible to confide to a constable.

The services of an officer, will, for the same reasons, be likewise necessary to take charge
of Clifden and its out stations.
There is no bank agency either at Belmullet or Clifden.
In conclusion, perhaps I may be allowed to state, that the officers and men of the coastguard service, have evinced an anxious desire to render their accounts correctly; which,
through the indefatigable exertions of Captain Perceval, (of whom all the officers speak in the
most gratifying terms,) I have reason to believe will be satisfactorily accomplished.
P.S. In reference

to

your reply (E. 1952) to Captain Perceval’s letter, in regard to
Mr. Levingston, of Westport, (the largest mill
for the Government, and that Mr. McDonald,
it, although, perhaps, he may do so hereafter.

engaging mill power, I beg to inform you that
proprietor), declines altogether grinding corn
Cloona, cannot at present undertake

® 1R >

Belmullet, September 7, 1846.

I beg to offer you my corn store fronting the main street of this town, containing two
upper lofts and a ground story, with a well inclosed yard, with a wall of 10 feet high; to repair
and board the under story of the upper end of the store, to answer the purpose of a guard-room.
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temporary boarding in the lower story of the west end of said store to prevent dampagree to give the rise of the crab-wench used by me for hauling up oats. All
thirl y-one pounds ten shillings sterling, for one year, including all taxes, cess,
rent of said premises to commence from the 15th of the present month, upon
Length of store
which day I shall give up possession of it, and shall have the repairs done.
about 70 feet long by 20 feet wide.
I am, &c.,

and

to fix

1 also

ness.

sum of
&c. &c. The
for the

Assistant Commissary -General Lister,
Sfc.

Sfc.

(Signed)

Arthur Rose.

frc.

September

Sir,

6,

1

846.

Sincerely believing that when any information is offered to you from any individual
(however humble his station), when it is for the good of the poor, causes me to think you will
pardon this liberty, when the following facts are brought under your notice, viz.
The store at Achill Sound is safe and commodious, capable of containing 150 tons of meal;
under it is a court-house, where petty sessions are held, and where a guard (if necessary) could
comfortably live.
No matter in what weather, meal could be landed in perfect safety from vessels of from 100 to
150 tons burthen, and it being the very centre of a large district, would contain meal sufficient
to supply all the stations around.
Muhany police station is only seven miles from this store.
Cashel police station only three miles; Bullsmouth and Achill-beg could be supplied
by water from this store when necessary, and in the winter months, when a difficulty would
arise as to landing the meal in safety at other places, the Sound store would be perfectly safe,
and as the weather would permit, a supply could be forwarded without any delay whatever.
Moreover, Sir, I respectfully hope you will consider how the case will be when the poor will
have to travel 11 or 12 miles for a small quantity of meal; for my own part. Sir, I wish it to be
fully understood, that I consider myself in duty bound both to assist and to give every informaSincerely hoping. Sir, that you will please to contion in my power on so important a subject.
sider of this, and pardon this liberty,
I am, &c..
:

(Signed)

Assistant Commissary -General Lister,
frc.

Sfc.

R. Savage.

Sfc.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

September 18, 1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh that their Lordships do not see any objection to
Assistant Commissary-General Lister being stationed at Westport, having under
his superintendence Mr. Parker in charge of the sub-depot at Clifden, and Mr.
Cummins in charge of that at Belmullet ; but my Lords will have the subject
again under their consideration when they shall have received Sir R. Routh ’s
further observations on Mr. Lister’s report.
Their Lordships approve of Sir R. Routh having granted leave of absence to
Mr. Lister, to enable him to remove his family to Ireland.
Those parts of Mr. Lister’s report in which he states that the establishment of
military posts at Newport and Belmullet is necessary to enable the traders to act
with confidence in the importation of supplies of grain, have, it is presumed, been
brought by Sir R. Routh under the notice of the Lord Lieutenant.
Their Lordships take this opportunity of observing, that any passages in
reports or letters from Commissariat officers serving in Ireland, which have a
bearing on the operations of the Board of Works, should be immediately extracted,
and sent to that Board ; and that the fullest practicable information should
be furnished from the same source to the Irish Government.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Sunday, i past 4 o'cIocJc, P.M.,
Dublin, September 13, 1846.

This morning

have received a volume of letters from the Lord
Lieutenant from different parts- of the country addressed to his Excellency,
on which he will see me to-morrow, but I cannot avoid writing to you a few
lines to suggest your closing with Mr. Erichsen’s offer to purchase cargoes
already purchased and ordered from abroad, and directing them to Sligo as the
American ships object to call lor orders.
have such ample means of grinding
there and at Ballina that we are sure of getting on well, and we have good storage.
I

We
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always KjIIybegs such an admirable harbour
close at hand.
I fear our
we wait for cargoes to arrive in London and Liverpool,
and then there is
have no arrival yet at Sligo, and the demand is

success if
the delay

We
S

®°'

Roscomlno “ aud Caran >

y °’

eve^y port.’

most urgent. There
Longford petitioning by

The Admiralty steamera have not yet, as I know of, returned to
Cork to shin
Mr. Hewetson s stores. The instant I have one to spare,
I shall send a large consignment of biscuit along the coast, and I have ordered
all the depot at
be sent into the interior at various points of Mayo
and Roscommon, but all this
takes time.
I am writing at home, and have not
your letters to refer to, but pray
consider Mr. Erichsen s suggestion to order some
consignments direct from the
°
S °’ and 111 SUCh quantlt ^ as t0 meet tho demand and put down the
ul urn

AthWto

Sir R.

I

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Castle, Dublin, September 14, 1846.
the gold medal, and your expression that
high prices new are a
Just as the packet for America is going off, it is so in
a

HAVE

blessing.

more

particular

*
manner, and I quite meet the expression.
You will see our issues have been great in Sligo, 200 tons
in the week.
I do
not understand it. In the middle of harvest with
the fields teeming with crops this
°
1 ’
ought not to be.

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin, September 14, 1846.
Your note of the 4th inst. was sent after me to Donegal, and followed
me
return to Dublin
I have just forwarded to the
Commissary-General my
iepoit on the facilities winch I found adapted
to our operations in those parts
of
the counties of Donegal, Sligo, Mayo, and Galway,
which I inspected, and as by
the removal of Sir E. Coffin these have
lapsed to my charge, I shall enter upon
n
th
confidence, that as far as the Commissariat is concerned,
the many
rS u- which this service
dithcult'es
presents, may be surmounted by the same exertions
whmh have hitherto earned out my former labours with
success ; but there are'
other difficulties not to be surmounted by
any exertions of ours, which I cannot
contemplate without alarm, and these will principally
arise, not from any actual
deficiency of cheap food judiciously stored
in different parts of the country for
we
will assume that no such want will exist
generally, but from the probable inability
Oi the people,
very many instances, to purchase that food when
all their own resources shall be exhausted.
In the north-west part of Ireland, where the
popula1
tion is mostly dotted about the country in
single houses, or very small hamlets
at a
considerable distance from each other, it will not
be so easy to bring- them within
the operation of the relief measures, as
in other places where they are collected
in
communities, and I anticipate the greatest distress
in all this district.
I he salvation of Ireland seems, under Providence,
to rest in the hands of the proprietors and holders of land, with the
powerful aid of a liberal and able Government
to support them but, unless numbers
;
like Lord George Hill, the public-spirited
and
philanthropic
on

my

.

m

owner oi Gweedore, shall start into existence, and assume,
as lie does
the responsibility, and personally
discharge the duties of their properties, I fear
we
are only putting a piece of new cloth
on a threadbare garment, which now must no
pager be patched up as heretofore, hut entirely
renovated, and its materials regenerated. It is not a temporary deficiency of food
and employment, nor a passinoemergency like that contemplated last year that
is to be now provided for by
the
mportation of an additional foreign supply, and public
works ; but it is a sme die
deficiency
the produce oi the country to support its population
a sine die incal;
culable deficiency in the ordinary
means of employment for the labourers and small
lamiei-s, who must soon merge
into that class ; and a presumptive inability
in the
present proprietors and gentry ever
to provide for their emergencies. Tile
measures
eretore now adopted, should, as
far as it is possible, have a view to the future
01
lra
,“' 8' ln S .they may be in initio, and be mainly directed towards
devlf
veioping the productive and remunerative
powers of the country. If the land°r s, as they have been
hitherto compelled by their embarrassments,
continue to

m

-

K
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of appropriating the
on public works, and neglect the opportunity

back

chiefly
improvement or the increased cultivation of
capital placed at their disposal in the
will go on yearly augmenting in the
their lands, I fear the distress of the country
succeeding year will find every class, iiom the
ratio of its duration, and that each
any steady progress to prosperity
landlord to the labourer, farther than ever from

fall

an

prospects, the temper
You ask' me to describe the condition of the people, their
means taking to relieve them.
with which they bear their misfortunes, and the
existence than the conNothing can be more degraded in the scale of human

scarcely
part of these four counties ; they are
dition of the people in the greater
1
with then-swine like the
clothed with common decency; they feed
compared to a North Amciican Indian
his self-exile, and their hut is not to be
to contemplate the possiwigwam; from the cradle to the grave they never seem
they have a potato to
in their situation, nor so long as

F^

™™

any amelioration
lot.
extricate themselves from their forlorn
eat, will they make any efforts to
ordinary means of subsistence, and
Their prospects are a total deficiency in the
measures the potato crop is so coman entire dependence on Government relief
whole day to dig his dinner, and if he has a
pletelv destroyed, that it takes a man a
and for seed.
the greater part will he required for his rent

bility of

;

patch
of oats,
V

characteiistie, they
they regard their misfortunes is
there is
from the Lord" whilst only impending, hut
combination to resist the payments oi
evidently an under-current setting in with a
parashall come, the law of self-preservation
rents, and to make, when the crisis

The temper with which

seem

to submit to

mount

them

as “

to all others.

•

.
„
as Government is conThe means taking to relieve them are in embryo as far
the first object with these will he
cerned and as regards the landlords in petto;
be the discrimination required in knowing
to collect their rents, and great will
landlord will not only lose
where to exact and where to remit them. The conacre
nothing has been done
yet
As
tenant.
his
his rent, hut he will have to maintain
meetings to submit long resolutions,
beyond convening county, baronial, and other
Government ; the time for action
regarding the deplorable state of the country, to
to be hoped we shall not shi ink
must, however, soon be forced upon us all, and it is
and
lose, the poor man nothing
from our duties. The landlord has everything to
have never doubted), that the potato liasif the opinion be a correct one (which I
every stimulus to advancebeen for years past the bane of Ireland, as enervating
we must hope that, with its extinction as a staple food,
,

;

ment in social comforts,
cultivation.
will disappear also the many evils ascribed to its
trust I shall soon have the pleasure
I start in a couple of days for Sligo, and I
two Government steamers I have repreof hailing the arrival on that coast of the
disposal of the Commissariat ; if the
sented should be always kept there at the
summer months, what should we
the
during
insufficient
found
were
sailin', vessels
coast ?
in the winter season on that inclement
do with them

Mr. Trevelyan

to the

Secretary

to the

Admiralty.
September 14, 1846.

concentration of the
Sir R. RouTH has written to the Admiral to stop the
that, as he was ready to take over the
at, Haulbowline, and to request
old, it might be reserved ior
whole quantity remaining in store, both new and

biscuit

.
Commissariat purposes.
,
^
f
to be issued to the Admiral without
I shall be obliged to you to procure orders
delay, confirming Sir R. Routh’s application.
to say that we shall
have now sufficiently matured our plans to enable me
the mouth of the shannon, and
require altogether three floating depots one near
The second at
arrived.
which I hope is well on its way thither, if not already
Donegal.
Galway, and the third at Kilibegs, in the county of
directions for these two last-mentioned storeI hope Lord Auckland will give
to their respective destinations.
ships being sent, with the least practicable delay,
“ Alban,” which are small steamers, and our Revenue
“
.

,

.

,

We

;

Besides the

Dee” and

steamer attached to eacH

one large
boats, it is of importance that we should have
service, that we
of the floating depots, appropriated to this
them.
at all times, supposing no accident to happen to

them

may

calculate

arrangements
The “ Rbadamanthus” answers to this description, and
western coast of Ireland.
trust, be made to send two more such to the
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Hamilton.
September 15, 1846.

It is our duty to state what will be the most convenient station for the store
ship, as far as our objects are concerned; but every consideration of convenience
must of course yield to that of safety; and the facility of loading and unloading,
and of communicating with the shore, is also, as observed in the paper sent by

much

you, of

We

importance.

will, therefore, if

you see no objection,

let

the matter stand on this footing

thatCbnsidering merely the convenience of our relief operations, without any
reference to what might be advantageous in a naval point of view, we prefer
Kilrush to Tarbert, and Tarbert to Foynes; but we leave it to the naval authorities to determine, on naval considerations, which of these stations is to be fixed
on, feeling assured that our convenience will be consulted to the full extent that
may be compatible with safety, and other circumstances which may have to be
attended to.
The “Myrtle” steamer should, as you suggest, be employed in connexion
with this depot, in addition to any other small craft that may be available ; and
if no objection occurs, I hope orders will be immediately given for properly equipping her, and sending her to the Shannon.
The want of food in Ireland will be this year so general and complete, as
strongly to impress us with the importance of having at our disposal abundant
means of promptly conveying supplies of food to the points at which they may be
from time to time urgently required.
I shall send a copy of the paper I have received from you, and of this letter, to
Sir R. Routh, in order that he may see what has been arranged.

Captain Pole to Mr. Trevelyan.

Banaghcr, September

15, 1846.

My

depot is for the present closed. Various have been the applications made
some from committees whose funds of the last Session have not been
expended, some from the gentry who profess to take care of then- poor, and some
directly from the poor, whose more than average loss of crop, and total dependence
on the potato, have reduced them to premature want. Not without careful consideration of each case I have withstood all these demands, with the exception of the
to

me

;

In a word, my depot is at present closed. Interviews frequently, but chiefly
correspondence has accomplished this, at present desirable, object ; but the intimation of this determination has not been unaccompanied by observations calculated,
I trust, to produce confidence in the present and future advantages of such restriction.
I have had, however, disclosed to my observation, instances of that disrespect of
the charitable character of the food in my depot which are painful from the pretensions of the applicants, because I knew, personally, that the applicants were, if
not wealthy, on the road to wealth, and that they sought the food which I am the
guardian of in behalf of the poor, to lighten the legitimate weight, which it was
their own duty to bear, of wages to their working people, which wages are always
partly paid in food.
I could not tell these people that their applications were
monstrous, but I felt pleasure, for the first time, in refusing to open my stores.
Some of these applicants endeavoured to work upon my sympathies, some on my
fears
but the latter class discovered, I apprehend, that it was the weakest ground
last.

;

they could assume before a soldier.
During the past week I have forwarded tenders for grinding Indian corn from
three millers in Banagher, in reply to Commissai*y-General Hewetson's advertisement in the Limerick paper. Two of these tenders were from the same parties

employed by me, and their terms were the same, 3s. 6 d. the sack of 14
The third was remarkable, from the fact that the owner of the extensive
me that he offered his premises because he felt that it would not be
him to have any large quantity of provisions therein on his own account,
in other words, he feared plunder.
1 forwarded these tenders to Limerick, with
ample comments, for the information of Commissary-General Hewetson.
The social condition of this country, though not yet broken by acts of violence,
before

stones.

mills stated to
safe for

is
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very high dealers are buying up whatever comes to market
which they offer afterwards at a great price they buy it
from the poor farmer by the bushel, or the stone, for little, to retail it hereafter at
a profit which the poor man paid by the Board of Works cannot give and live.
The prospect of the money which the Board of Works will circulate is captivating
to the hopes of the dealer ; it will be cash, and the poor cannot keep it, they must
every article of food

is

:

in the shape of grain,

convert

it

:

into food.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle, Dublin,

September 15, 1846.

Yotr will be surprised to see the large issues last week 200 tons at Sligo.
to be an inclination to import ; but throughout the rest
I
of Mayo, Sligo, and Donegal, their whole dependence is on the Government.
think these prices must fall towards November. I am sending a thousand bags of
biscuit to Longford, and I shall supply Roscommon from the same source ; but I
:

At Westport there seems

am afraid Mr. Stevens will be soon without any supplies. None of his cargoes
have yet turned up.
his clerk,
I have directed Captain Pole to deliver up the key of his magazine to
with orders not to issue, and to repair immediately, via London, to join Sir Edward
Mr. Voules starts
This is the safest course.
Coffin, as I do not know his address.
to-morrow morning for Ballina. By the end of the week, Mr. Dobree will be
installed at Sligo.

Captain

Hamilton

to

Mr. Pennington.
Admiralty September
,

16, 1846.

Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter
of the 14th instant, stating that the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have received a report from Sir R. Routh, dated the 10th instant, in which it
is stated that none of the Admiralty steamers appointed for the service in Ireland,
connected with the relief of distress, have yet arrived, I am commanded by my
Lords to acquaint you, for the informations of the Lords of the Treasury, that their
Lordships cannot refrain from expressing their surprise at the report received from
Sir R. Routh, their Lordships having had reason to be entirely satisfied with the
arrangements and exertions of Rear Admiral Sir Hugh Pigot, for the disposal and
employment of the Force under his command, in carrying out their Lordships’
and the wishes of Her Majesty’s Government.
The duties required of Her Majesty’s ships on the Irish station are various, including occasionally the moving of troops, but by the arrangements of Sir Hugh
Pigot, this service has been ably combined with that of conveying provisions to the
orders,

distressed districts.

In consequence of Sir R. Routli’s statement, it may be satisfactory to the Lords
of the Treasury to know how Her Majesty’s ships on the Irish station have of late,
and are at present employed, and a return is accordingly enclosed for their Lordships’ information.

Enclosure.

A

List of Her Majesty’s Ships employed in conveying
since

August

Meal

and Provisions

in Ireland

13, 1846.

—“ Rhadamanthus”
Dublin with 1,500 bags
from Cork
—“Swale,”
Indian corn meal,
Poor
Valentia
hoy,
Committee
—“ Arthur,”
Dublin with 250 bags
hoy,
August
— “Alban,”
meal.
Limerick with Indian
August
Limerick with Indian corn meal.
September — “Alban,”
meal.
Limerick with 150
September — “
Indian corn
forTarbert with 642
September —“Stromboli,”
meal.
Depot)
employed accompanying “ Madagascar”
N.B. —“ Dee,”
August

sailed

16.

the garrisons.
August 19.

victualling

at Cahirceveen.
victualling

Relief

19.

25.

8.
9.

with

for

of biscuit.

sailed for

steam-vessel, sailed for
steam-vessel, sailed for
Pluto,” steam-vessel, sailed for

steam-vessel, sailed

9.

of biscuit for

to

sailed for

corn

sacks of Indian corn
barrels of

(Provision

steam-vessel,

Cork and the “ Shannon” left Plymouth on the 15th September.
“ Swallow,” steam-vessel, to aid in conveying provisions from the “ Madagascar”
in the Shannon, left Woolwich 14th September.
Admiralty, September 16, 1846.
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the above.

September 18, 1846.
Transmit a copy of this letter, and of its enclosure to
Sir R. Routh, for
his information, and observe that it appears to my Lords
to be desirable that he
should arrange with the Admiral on the station for his
being furnished with a
statement of the manner in which the different Admiralty steamers
appropriated to
the relief service are now employed, and that he
should afterwards receive from
time to time the earliest practicable information of any changes
which it may become
necessary or desirable to make in the employment of these
vessels, in order that Sir
lv. Routh may be fully aware of all the
circumstances affecting the service with
which he is charged, and may be prepared to suggest any measures
which may at
_

r

any tune appear

to him to be necessary to secure its regular
execution.
Acquaint the Secretary to the Admiralty that a copy of his letter,
and of its
enclosure, has been sent to Sir R. Routh for his information,
and that their Lordships have caused it to be observed to him as above.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Erichsen.
September 16, 1846.

I

send

you, in strict confidence, two important letters from Sir R.
Routh,
as well certain and immediate, as probable and

on the subject of his wants,
ultimate.

After you have taken such extracts and notes as you may require, I shall be
obliged to you to deliver these letters yourself to Mr. ‘Petrie of the Commissariat
department, at the Treasury, whd will dispose of them as I have noted on each.
Pray send me a memorandum of the cargoes which have been dispatched, or
now being dispatched, by you to Ireland from London and Liverpool, statin'*
&
the name of the ship, quantity of cargo, date of dispatch, and destination/
I am anxious that you should make further purchases for early delivery, either
the
in
manner recommended by Sir R. Routh, or in any other manner that may
appear to you to be most convenient and advantageous.
I am prepared for high prices, but you must take care not to press the market
too hard so as to aggravate the existing rates.
Be so good as to dispose of the first cargoes that may arrive in the followin'*
order. The first to Plymouth, provided it be not too large for the Admiralty
mill/
The second to Portsmouth, subject to the same remark; and the third and followin'*
cargoes, until further orders, to Sligo.
As soon as you have ordered a cargo to
Plymouth or Portsmouth, pray inform Mr. Petrie, who will make the necessary
communication to the Admiralty. He will also give you all the information you
may require about the Admiralty mills, which he will find in the Irish Book kept
1
by Mr. T. Crafer.
are

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, September 16, 1846.
First let me say, the sample of meal you sent me was very good. Mr.
Labouchere asked me to day if I had any apprehension, seeing the difficulties
that surrounded me.
I said, that with the support of the Government, and the
confidence of the Lord Lieutenant, I felt very sanguine, but I pointed out to
him the numerous meetings that were now being held throughout the country of
and landed interests, and that in no one instance had they manihigher or a better feeling than unanimously to petition the Government
one had proposed a single measure, and none had even thought of a single
sacrifice.
The wealth and rank of the country must be brought into some
prominent position to bear their share, which should be a large one, in the
relief ol the people, and they could bear it more advantageously if they were
to adopt agricultural improvement, and only go to the Board of Works in
dernier
ressort.
Then, again, the embarrassments of many of the landlords are urged,
that they are only pensioners on their own estates.
No doubt much of this is
true, but not entirely.
It is a great social evil, and this failure of the crop will
commence the cure.
the gentlemen
fested a

No
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Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
September 16, 1846.

The

following letters from and to

Mr. Erichsen,

will

shew you what we

are doing in regard to our purchases.
worth speakAs the Admiralty mills can he had without any additional expense
mill power in Ireland, and will
ing of, and as they will form a nett addition to the
public and private cargoes
leave that power disposable to an equal extent for
desirable to employ our
which must soon press for grinding, I have considered it
at Plymouth and
cargoes in setting the other two Admiralty mills

whole
Portsmouth to work.
W1
^anxiously” await

first

You may depend upon

the grinding being proceeded with

to the Relief
receipt of the last revise of the Instructions

and plan of your nrst
I thoroughly approve of the general scope
require some rewhich seemed to me to come up to the occasion, and only to
about the .baronial
arrangement and development, with the exception of the part
Committees, which I thought should be decidedly modified.
much pared down or curtailed on any
I hope these Instructions will not be
we have to put
which
machine
the
that
fact
important
essential point. It is a most
whole body ot Irish
once more in motion and regulate, is nothing short- of the
classes to the
from the nobleman down, through the upper and middle
Committees.'

draft,

society,

we shall fall short ot
peasant; and if we do not take our measures accordingly,
success, and with it, the lives and
the occasion, and seriously endanger our
properties of hundreds of thousands.
.
seem
Your arrangements for establishing depots in Roscommon and Leitrim
.

excellent.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Commissary-General Hewetson.
September' 17, 1846.

As you apprehend
that you have
effectual protection

sume

by a military

danger

to

our depots at Skibbereen and Kilrush, I preSir R. Routh, in order that

communicated on the subject with
may be furnished through the

police,

aided,

if

necessary,

force.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
September

17, 1846.

concluding part of
reference to the apprehensions expressed in the
effectual
for the safety ol our depots, I rely upon your taking
Blakeney,
precautions, in communication with Colonel Mac Gregor and Sir Edward
Kilrush, but also of all the other
for the protection, not only of the Skibbereen and

With

Mr. Hewetson’s note

depots and sub-depots.
essentially
This is a most vital point, upon which the safety of the whole country
prepared to ensure
depends ; and if any attack is made on any depot, we should be
renewal of the
such a defence being made as lvould give no encouragement to a
attempt on that or any other depot.
the side
on
themselves
distinguish
who
There shall be no lack of reward to those
of order and the public safety in such a case.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Erichsen.
September 17, 1846.

letter to you of yesterday has, in a great measure, anticipated the
questions which you ask me in your letter received this morning.
You must buy, even at the present high prices, enough Indian corn to keep the
Admiralty mills at Deptford, Portsmouth, and Plymouth in full work.
You must also buy two or three cargoes, if you have an. opportunity of doing

My

unground, at Sligo and Galway ; the first and largest quanbe sent to Sligo.
regard to the offer you have received of 5000 quarters of American corn,
on the west coast of Ireland in November or December, at from forty to

so, for early delivery,
tities to

With

for delivery
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it should be accepted ; and if you are not aware of any
decisive objection, I shall be obliged to you to accept it accordingly, making the
best terms for the Government in your power, and stipulating for the delivery of

forty-one shillings, I think

the corn at the earliest practicable period, in the proportion of one-third at Galway,
and two- thirds at Sligo, at which places there is the greatest available mill
power.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

September 17, 1846.

There is an outcry through the whole country expecting miracles from the
Government, and letters are daily pouring in applying for depots, and no attempt,
or appearance of it, to make any effort in their own behalf.
Certainly these false and exaggerated expectations should be at once discountenanced, and the truth told, for even the upper classes appear to give credit to
them.
We are, I am afraid, nearly aground at Sligo. I am sending round a supply
Lord George Hill is begging hard at
of biscuit from Cork in a steamer.
Gweedore Bay, and we are sending him small supplies, as much as the “ WarThey are in want at Bantry also, and the Knight
rior’* will take at a time.
of Kerry is vociferous for Valencia and Cahirceveen. But it is impossible there
can be this total want, this entire extinction of every supply in the midst of
harvest, and I still think they can and ought to allow us to prepare without any
heavy demand for six weeks to come. The latter days of October ought to be
sufficient time.

Mr. Lister

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Farnham, Surrey, September

17, 184G.

Although I am persuaded that a little relaxation from duty would be of
much service to me, and that I never wanted recreation more, still the feeling
that my presence in Ireland may be desirable so effectually precludes real enjoycome

have
by my family, on Monday next, en route to Dublin, where
on Wednesday morning.
ment, that I

to the determination of leaving this place, accompanied

Sir R.

Routh

to

I

hope to arrive early

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

September 18, 1846.

Adverting to the letter addressed by the Board of Ordnance on the 14th
instant, to their Lordships’ Board, I have the honour to submit to you, for the information of the Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s
Treasury, that I am receiving from the respective officers all the military biscuit
collected at Athlone, Dublin, and Limerick, but it would appear that the Ordnance
storekeeper hesitates to concentrate any farther quantity from the numerous subdepots, on the grounds that his orders for such concentration referred to the shipment of this supply, and not to its delivery to me. He therefore declines to proceed
with this duty, which he thinks should be performed by me, and which I would
readily do, but that I have no machinery or department to accomplish it.
I therefore request their Lordships’ interposition, that this arrangement may continue to
be conducted by the Ordnance storekeeper for its transfer to me, on the same
principle as if it were intended for shipment.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

September 25, 1846,

Transmit a copy of this letter to the Secretary to the Ordnance with reference to the letter from this Board, dated 18tli instant, and request that he will

move the Master-General and Board

immediate instructions to the Ordnance
officers in Ireland, to concentrate the biscuit under their charge at any points at
which it may be required by Sir R. Routh, lor the relief of the suffering occasioned
by the failure of the potato crop in Ireland.
Acquaint Sir R. Routh.
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Sir R. Routii to Mr. Trevelyan.

The

September 19, 1846.

Castle, Dublin,

On the subject of our instructions, you will perceive that I admitted your
objection about tlie formation of the committees, and the more so, because the
Lord Lieutenant and Mr. Labouchere professed the same difficulty ; but permit
me to observe, that I did so in compliance with such high authorities, though we
have the practice of last year in defence of my proposal. These central committees were constituted last year in the undermentioned counties, and were the
most successful of all our committees, and the best managed.

Louth,
Antrim,
King’s County,
Queen’s County.

Mayo,
Westmeath,
Meath,

Wicklow,
Wexford,
Waterford,
Kerry,

Cavan,

In forming so many separate and independent committees on the present plan,
the number will be much increased. Take the two counties of Cork and Kilkenny, the first 251, and the last- 140 parishes. These two counties may proLast year we had about 600 committees in correbably have 150 committees.
Upon my
spondence with the Relief Commission. They will now exceed 1000.
plan of Central Barony Committees, they could not have exceeded 360, an
arrangement very useful also to the Board of Works in their references for
lists.
1 give you this information in proof that I did not submit the change without
I now revert to the most important of our consiprevious consideration.
We have no arrivals yet announced, either at
Westport or Sligo, and the remains there must be nothing, or next to nothing.
The bills of lading from Mr. Erichsen are all for small quantities, which will be
distributed, and perhaps eaten, in twelve or twenty-four hours after their arrival.
It would require a thousand tons to make an impression, and that only a tempo-

much

derations, the state of our depots.

rary one.
Our salvation of the depot system is in the importation of a large
These small shipments are only drops in the ocean.
supply.
It is evidently our object to keep our supplies in reserve as much as we can
but still we must have the supplies, so as to have the power of interposition in
There
case of need, and that need may happen at any time, this or next week.
are plenty of supplies in the country in the shape of oats and all kind of grain,
but there is no union, no spirit, no energy amongst the influential persons (with
some distinguished exceptions), nor any disposition to interfere usefully for the
If outbreaks should occur, I am afraid they will ask in
relief of the country.
England, “ What are the Commissariat about ?” and throw the odium, however
'

undeservedly, on us.
began our operations on the 1st September, or thereabouts, and here, in
the midst of harvest, before any Commissariat arrangement for supplies from
abroad could be matured, we find the country besieging our depots for food, and
scarcely a proprietor stirring in their behalf.
I fear not
but I
I know not if Mr. Erichsen at this moment could do much,
think we should open his eyes to the state of the case, and that he may be prepared to seize the first opportunity to supply efficiently these first wants, and

We

—

relieve us

;

from this painful anxiety.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Erichsen.
September 19, 1846.

soon as you have enough meal ready in London for a small cargo, pray
consign it, without delay, to Sir R. Routh, at Dublin or, which I should prefer,
send it to Dublin by two or three separate despatches as it is ground, by any
steam-packets that may happen to be going, if there were any, and if not, by any
I am anxious that this meal should arrive at Dublin at the earliest
other vessels.

As

practicable period.
Sir
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Devonport, with samples of the Meal, to enable him to get his mills into proper
order, and have everything in readiness when we wish him to go to work.
I shall be obliged to you to do this as soon as you conveniently can.
You will
be able to ascertain how many sacks of corn it would be desirable to send, in order
to make the trial ; and I believe there are steam-packets plying between London
and Plymouth by which you could send the sacks of corn and samples of meal.
’

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Erichsen.
September 19, 1846.

I

entirely approve of your proceedings

directions, as explained in

your

in execution

of

my

previous

me

of the 17th instant ; and I trust they
will have the effect of placing us in some degree of ease, even as regards our
immediate wants.
letter to

by this post to Sir R. Routli, to request him to name the destinathe 2,300 tons of meal purchased by you at Liverpool, and which is en-

I shall write
tion

of

gaged to be shipped before the 15th of October.
I have already explained to you that I depend upon you to ship to Dublin the
whole of the meal now being ground at Deptford and the private mill near London,
and that I wish it to be sent by steam, if possible, as it is got ready.
It will be gratifying to me if you are able to supply both the Portsmouth and
Plymouth mills from the store of corn which you have discovered at Antwerp.
I depend upon you to have constantly in view the power of the Admiralty
and
other mills, at our disposal in this country, and to supply them as far as you are
able with enough to keep them in work, but not more than enough.
The peculiar condition annexed to the contract for the delivery of the 5000
quarters of American corn, I fear, makes it virtually a contract to deliver that
quantity before the end of February.
I think you did quite right in purchasing the 1,400 Galatz, at 426-. 6d., to
arrive before the end of October.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Captain

Evans.
September 20, 1846.

Charles Grey put into my hands, some days ago, a note from you to
which you expressed your anxiety that a fit and proper person should
be appointed to your district in Ireland, to report on the state of the distress
ari si nofrom the failure of the potato crop.
himself, in

The

means which have been adopted to secure the appointment of qualified persons to this important duty have been that those Commissariat Officers who
were
considered to be the ablest and most to be depended on have been selected from
the
of the department serving at home, or in the North American, West
Indian, and Mediterranean colonies, and have been ordered to
Ireland, detailed
information having been already sent to them to enable them to prepare
for the
service.
I trust these precautions ensure as sufficient agency as
can reasonably
be expected.
officers

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
Septembei' 20, 1846.

I SEND herewith copies of a further letter from Mr.
Erichsen, dated the
17th inst., and of my reply.
I think you will agree with me that we have now
had sufficient experience,
of our broker to be able to
say that he justifies Messrs. Baring’s recommendation
and is turning out very well.
.

Pray

inform me where you wish the 200 or 300 tons of meal,
sen has (I hope) secured at Liverpool, to
be sent.
I will send you a dozen steel hand-mills
immediately on
treasury.

which Mr. Erich-

my

return to the

Mr. Hewetson’s proposed circular about hominy appears
to me likely to do
and he will, no doubt, send you a copy of it, as amended
by me, for Jyour

good

consideration.

L
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which have been made at Sligo,
I quite agree with you that the extensive issues
and if we go on at this rate
in this early period of the season, are very alarming,
I consider the matter . of so much importance as to
shall soon be bankrupt.
receive a letter on the subject.
call for an official inquiry, and you will shortly
from
Your letter, dated the 16th instant, and another which I have received
will also the
Dobree, of the 14th, have particularly gratified me, as I am sure they
you both
Chancellor of the Exchequer, owing to the sound and just views which
shall not even be able to save
take of the real bearings of the present crisis.
from the present
Ireland from starvation, and still less can we effect the change
and seli-sustaming
prodigal, unremunerative, bankrupt course, to one of productive
exertions ol the great
industry, unless we are supported by the active and generous
or his own
body of the people of property, acting each for the improvement
operations should be to
estate ; and our great object at the present stage of our
critical and responimpress this truth upon them, and make them fully alive to the

we

We

sible nature of their position.

Mr. Trevelyan

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree.

to

September 20, 1846.
If we go on there
Sligo depot.
I beg of you to husband the resources of the
whole country dependent on us, and shall
as we have lately done we shall make the
stop.
ourselves be brought to a discreditable and disastrous

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Erichsen.
September 21, 1846.

communication with the Treasury for three days, I
anxious desire that you should provide, at the earliest
and
setting the Admiralty mills at Portsmouth
employed in our
Plymouth to work, in addition to those which are already
you can procure grain tor the purservice near London; and that you should, if
of the market, set to work
pose at reasonable prices according to the existing state
been accustomed
has
who
person
by
the
superintended
London,
near
the large mill
to grind Indian corn in America.
the government, a conobject is to accumulate and place at the disposal of
season, to meet not only the
siderable stock of meal in this country early in the
are likely to come upon us.
Irish, but also the heavy Scotch demands which
large mill above adverted to
I think it would be desirable to employ the
in which severe
Scotland
of
part
that
for
rather
or
Scotland,
for
orinding barley
you to buy to an extent not
distress is likely to be experienced ; and I authorize
without delay, unless you should
exceeding 300 tons, and to set this mill to work
purposes, on better terms.
be able to engage another equally well adapted to our
should, it
As the purchase of barley will be an entirely new transaction, you
account of the government ; and it
possible, prevent its being known that it is on
let it be supposed that it is
this cannot be altogether prevented, at any rate
Scotland be mentioned.
required for Irish purposes, and do not let the name of
at once, unless you should be
I do not of course mean you to purchase 300 tons
advantage of the government so to
of opinion that it would be decidedly for the
market, or excite attention aud surdo and you must not at any rate force the
work,
is, to set another mill to
prise by the extent of your purchases. All I want
come.
it at work for some time to
keep
enough
to
having
of
certain
and to be
the barley harves
Every body in this part of the country speaks of the failure of

As

I shall not be in

write to repeat to you
possible period, the

my

means of

My

m

as a Avell-known fact.
.
,
c
London, including those irom
I wish you to make all the shipments from
will be made by the
Deptford mill. Those from Portsmouth and Plymouth
what is ground there as a reserve
officers of the Admiralty; but we will consider
demands.
current
mills
to
meet
London
our
work
stock, and will
.

Captain

Perceval

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Westport, September 21, 1846.

quiet state; the store is nearly empty,
I leave things here in a perfectly
other supplies are invoiced ^-whole corn,
and the demand has much increased, but
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unfortunate, as the merchants cannot grind their supply for want
of
however, if necessary, the corn might be issued in whole grain.
I have
tried it, having had it steeped in water for 12 hours over night, and
boiled the next
morning, when it makes a very nice podge, which looks like peas-pudding, and
eats much like gruel but sweeter, and to my taste, is preferable to the “
stirabout.”
The breaking of it into pieces before soaking, as in the “ hominy” receipt, is not

water

is

;

necessary.

Commissary-General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Limerick, September 21, 1846.
I was surprised and gratified, going through the potato market in this
on Saturday, to see nearly a hundred loads of really good-sized and goodlooking potatoes selling freely at Id. per stone, or 15 lbs., a pound being allowed
for waste. In the Cork market, there was nothing like this
but that county, also
;
Kerry, and everywhere on the south and west seaboard, has suffered more than
the interior. The quantity of grain, too, coming into this city is very great,
but
alas it is, at present, quite out of the reach of the labouring man and cottier.
Large meetings were held at the City Hall, on Saturday—one, of the magistrates
and landed proprietors of the county ; the other, the mayor and citizens of Limerick ; the latter go by deputation to Dublin to-day, to demand the opening of this
depot for their use, which, of course, for a city such as Limerick, well stocked with
resources and supplies in private hands, must not and will not be granted. Indeed,
it is preposterous their asking it, but they want to be saved trouble;
and when they
can throw the responsibility of providing supplies for their people upon others, they
will not scruple to do so ; nous verrons.
Lord Monteagle, Lord Clarina, Sir Vere de Vere, and Sir R. Bourke, were
with me for an hour after the Saturday meeting. They will put their shoulders
heartily to the wheel ; they intend to bring the “quern” immediately into
use
among their tenantry and labourers : an additional benefit which will accrue in its
city,

!

adoption,

is,

that

it

will give

employment

to the

women and

children.

My subordinate depots at Skibbereen, Dingle, and one about to be formed at
Ivenmare, with Tarbert floating depot, Kilrush, and others up as high as Donegal
Bay, will, when stocked, enable us to do much; but the unwarrantable rise in the
markets on Indian corn is too bad, and I fear, until late in November or early in
December, there will be little means of checking it. I look to December, January,
and February, as our bad months ; the first worst than the last. By March, things
will have got into good train, and I trust the people everywhere fully employed
upon a fair rate of wages.
Yours of the 18th has just been put into ray hands; the supplies are nearly
all here, or on their way from Haulbowline; there is nothing left in Cork,
and the
magazines at Haulbowline, by the end of this week, will contain only empty sacks
in bales.
I thought I had mentioned our progress before quitting Cork,' which
place I left on the 16th.
The “ quern” memorandum was submitted to and
approved by Sir Randolph, and with your correction will now be widely circulated
a few have already been given to some old acquaintance. At the time I mentioned
the necessity of military protection to you, I wrote to Sir Randolph, and he
has
been in communication with Sir E. Blakeney thereon. Rest assured nothing, at
least I hope so, escapes my notice
what I mention ;to you in my private notes is
generally the subject of an official communication, about the same time, to Sir
R. Routh.
:

:

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
September 22, 1846.

Wl ™

re ^erence to the remarks in your letter of the 19th instant, as to
.1
the insufficiency of the supplies for
your depots, the fact is, that we have already
•

bought up and sent to Ireland all the Indian corn which is immediately availand the London and Liverpool markets are at present so completely bare of
;
this article, that we have been
obliged to have recourse to the plan of purchasing
supplies of Indian corn which had
been already exported from London to neighbouring continental ports.
able

We

have made large prospective purchases of cargoes not yet arrived and if we
;
can safely get over the next
2£ months (which we certainly shall if the resources

L
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use), I have no fear for the
of the harvest just reaped are properly brought into
future as far as our depots are concerned.
as you have
Mr. Erichsen’s instructions have already been greatly enlarged,
must be some limit to
seen by the copies of my recent letters to him ; but there
prices as to do
our purchases both as to quantity and time, else we shall so raise
and should be forced
a general injustice in order to favour particular districts,
of others competing
into the position of universal dealers, from the impossibility

with

us.

Sir

R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, September 22, 1846.
depots of Longford, Sligo, and WestI am now endeavouring to screen our
much more effect when the
from these large issues, and I shall do so with
have written to and seen
Committees are appointed and the instructions issued. 1
them, that our supplies
many of the influential gentlemen, and I have explained to
news of the failure of the potato crop
are necessarily drawn from abroad ; that the
packets and no consider19th
and
4th
the
until
country
could not leave this
America by the trade before those dates.
able orders could have been forwarded to
United Kingdom before
These orders cannot be executed, so as to arrive in the
of last year, for the new corn of
the end of November, anil then only the old corn
January.
this year will not be ready for shipment before
open with effect our stores ot
I have then explained to them that we cannot
importation from abroad ; that in
foreign grain, until time has been allowed for its
must unite, and combine with the
the meanwhile the gentlemen of the country
crisis, pregnant with such
Government in conducting the country through this great
oats and other grain must be
important consequences ; that the home supply of
these measures are in pi ogress,
brought forward for consumption; and that whilst
to the western coast, and the
the best activity of the Government, with reference
employed in preparing means to
exertions of the* trade elsewhere, will be steadily
the population.
succeed this supply, sufficient to meet the wants of
resources at their disThe influential gentlemen must set the example; and the
be brought into competition in
posal, and the natural abundance of the soil must
prices, and filling up the interval
the market, and assist in restoring wholesome
our depots,
importations, instead of calling upon us to open
port,

required for foreign
manifestation ot the limited
and petitioning the Government for a premature
.
means we can yet command.
.
it ; and preparatory to
This is the language I am using, or something similar to
very urgent circumstances, or
our declining to issue for a period, except under
so small and so late, and the
is
crop
oat
perhaps in county Donegal, where the
.
,, „
poverty so widely spread.
you and Mr. Erichsen
These are the means I am endeavouring to adopt to relieve
difficult to meet.
from the pressure of the present moment, which it is so
feel more of the importance of the service,
I think Mr. Erichsen begins to see and
contracting in America for 5000
but not sufficiently of its extent, when he talks of
greatness
of the crisis.
the
see
not
does
he
This leads me to apprehend,
quarters.
undone that can proThe thing now is, to foresee everthing, to leave nothing
that of the ensuing spring
mise or ensure success, for all our labour now will make
If last spnng
comparatively light, and for this we have to prepare
.

,

and summer

speak of that which
and summer were a season of apprehension, it is difficult to
task of labour, of patience, and discretion.
much more will it

is

be a
deputation from Limerick,
Whilst I am writing, I just received the visit of the
appear alarmed, and to
who came up to wait upon the Lord-Lieutenant. They
last year. I hope I reassuied
look forward with none of the courage they displayed
to come, so

th

I think the meal from Liver-pool should
to Mr. Erichsen's letter.
name Dublin as the
Westport, and from your Admiralty mills, I should

Tnow return
be sent

to

best receptacle.
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Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

Castle,

September 22, 1846.

I have been requested by Sir James Dombrain to lay before you, for the
information of theRight Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s
Treasury, the annexed further explanation in regard to the gratuitous issue of meal
at Clifden under his authority.

Enclosure.
Sir J.

Dombrain

to Sir

R. Routh.
Carrichfergus, September 18, 1846.

I have the honour to ’acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th instant,
enclosing copy of one from the Secretary to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treaand I beg to express my great regret at the tenor of that communication.

sury,

only point upon which I wish to offer any observations, is that in which their Lordships
have been pleased to state that a committee should have been formed to have raised subscripI beg to state that at the station (the Killeries) where
tions, and then applied for assistance.
the first application was made to me, there was not a person within many miles who could
have contributed one shilling, and when the chief boatman pointed out to me the wretched
hovels in which he stated these people were actually dying for want of food, I considered the
case one of pressing emergency, and could not resist the appeal made to my feelings to order
some meal, never for a moment contemplating it would exceed a few cwt.
From the time I was first placed upon the Commission, until it was dissolved, I used my
best exertions, and spared neither time nor trouble, to give effect to the intentions of Her Majesty’s Government ; and during my tour of inspection, I often sat up until 2 and 3 o’clock in
the morning, making arrangements so as to ensure the utmost dispatch in issuing the supplies,
and when the number of stations to which the meal was sent, and which you left entirely to my
management, be considered, their Lordships will, I am confident, feel that it was a task of no
small difficulty ; how the service was executed, you will, I am sure, do me the justice to state,
I neither sought for myself, nor those under my orders, anything more than the approbation of
my superiors ; and feeling conscious that I earned it, I cannot but feel deeply mortified and
grieved at the censure their Lordships have passed upon me, for an act which I considered at
The officer of the district was desired by me to
the time to be one of pressing emergency.
report the subject to you, and he stated he did so in a letter dated the 14th of J uly, in which
he stated he trusted ,f same would meet with your approbation.”

The

Note.

—The

letter adverted to

families, but nothing further, nor

from Mr. Helpman states an issue to certain sick
any mention that they were gratuitous.

Mr. P. A. Helpman

to Sir

R. Routh.
Clifden,

July 14,

1 846.

D

acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1,
617.
you that the Stromboli has landed the meal from Cork. Mr. Wood sent
me 16 tons by Hooker yesterday. I also beg to acquaint you that I have this day sent a
hooker with four tons to dagger, and four tons to Ballinakill, for which I have agreed to pay
I consider it advantageous to send frequent small supplies, instead of a
for at 2s. per ton.
large quantity at once, being long distances from me.
At present I have a long list of sick families, to whom I supply seven days’ food on a
medical certificate. All of which, I trust, will meet with your approbation.
I

And

beg

to

to acquaint

Sir

R. Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle,

Dublin, September 23, 1S46.

There is a great want of rain in the country, and the mills almost everywhere are dry and I enclose to you copy of Mr. Hughes’ letter from Skibbereen,
and its enclosures, with my answer.
We shall stop our supply as soon as the mills recommence working.
Mr. Erichsen has sent me a sample of the meal manufactured at Liverpool,
which is very good, and I have advised him accordingly.
;
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Mr. Hughes

to Sir

R. Routii.

Shibberecn Reserve Depot, September 20, 1846.

In reply to " Instructions” in your letter No. 3, dated 16th inst.,' enclosing memorial
Committee of Skibbereen, I can with truth certify (from daily observation) that die
picture of wretchedness and destitution in this Union requires no colouring.
On the 12th inst. (market day here) there was neither meal nor bread for sale in the town at
5 o’clock, p.m. as proof of which I sent through the town, and could not procure a loaf for mv
of Relief

:

own

use.

On the 14th and 15th insts. the Committee were obliged to issue wheat to the people.
On Friday 18th inst. great numbers of famishing creatures were following members of Relief
Committee about, begging for food. Yesterday, at the early hour of 6, a.m., I issued 2£ tons
of Indian corn meal to the Committee, who immediately dealt it out to the people, from 21bs.
to 71bs. each family.
I had scarcely issued the above, when a further requisition was made upon me from the
curate of Tullagh for only two tons, he fearing to return home without some food for the
people.
From his intreaty, nay supplication, I at length complied and after despatching the
meal, guarded by police, accompanied by the sub-inspector, went to Baltimore to see and judge,
and found Mr. Spring’s representation (herewith encolsed) too true, the two tons being distributed in the village almost as soon as it arrived.
On my road to Baltimore a third application was made by a deputation from Leap for 10
tons, which I most respectfully refused, when they, in the presence of Captain Dyer and Mr.
;

Pinchin, sub-inspector of police, said, “ Mr. Deputy Commissary, do you refuse to give out
food to a starving people, who are willing to pay for it ; if so, in the event of an outbreak this
On reperusing your Instructions, I have ventured to issue
more without further orders and notwithstanding the strong appeal they have made, and the respectability of the parties, I shall the
opportunity go over and report accordingly.
Late last evening a fourth request was made by Mr. Robinson, J. P., and secretary of
Drunoleague Relief Committee, for one ton, or even half a ton, w'hich I have not issued till
convinced of the necessity, which I shall look to this day.
night, the responsibility be yours.”

six tons, with the understanding that I will not give

;

first

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Hughes.
Dublin, September 23, 1846.

make

It is evident that the distress is very great in the vicinity of your depot, and you must
occasional sales, so as to keep it under, but representing to the applicants the necessity

of private enterprise and importation that the efforts of Government, unassisted by trade, are
wholly unequal to meet this great exigency that our supplies are derived from foreign countries,
and time must be allowed for their arrival in Ireland ; that the towns in your neighbourhood
must unite and import for themselves from Cork or Liverpool ; that now is the time for the
sale of home produce, before the supplies from abroad arrive to compete with them.
These,
and other similar arguments, you must use to excite the most influential of the several commu;

;

nities to exert themselves.

In the meanwhile you must issue in small quantities ; but I recommend you to issue your
biscuit first, and I will write to Cork to have your supply in that article increased.
The price
being 10s. per cwt, is more within the reach of the poorer classes.
I cannot sufficiently explain to you the necessity of economy, for our means of replenishing
your depot are very limited, and must continue so until the first arrivals from America ; but
still you must assist in a small way, yet while doing so, advocate the indispensable necessity of
private enterprise

and

exertion.

Rev. E. Spring to Mr. Hughes.
Baltimore, September 18, 1846.

Having

been informed that you have received authority from Dublin to issue meal,
I will take it as a great favour, if you can give us two tons for Baltimore.
The poor people
here have been in the greatest destitution for the last three days for want of any kind of food,
to be procured even for money.
Three days in succession have we sent to get either meal or
flour from some one of the mills in the neighbourhood of Skibbereen, but the answer was,
that for want of watert to grind, they could send us nothing.
This day I called myself at one
of Mr. Swanton’s mills (the nearest to the town) and was informed that they could probably
send us a ton of meal-flour to-morrow at 18Z. the least, and perhaps 19Z. The first mentioned
price would have made 2s. 3 d. per stone, and I afterwards found a better article retailed in
one of the shops of the town (of the same sort) at Is. 10 d. per stone. This will show you
what a predicament w e shall be in, if left dependent on the merchant, and abandoned by the
Government.
I may add, that Baltimore for Tullagh the name of the sub-district) is in the
Skibbereen or West Carbery district.
r
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Kilfaugnabeg and Kilmacabea

to

Commissary Hughes.

We

the undersigned members of the Relief Committee at Leap, for the parishes of
Kilfaugnabeg and Kilmacabea, beg lo address you on the want of food in this locality.
From shortness of water, the mills in this neighbourhood are unable to work with their
usual power, and the consequence is, that, in this vicinity, there exists at the present moment
an absolute scarcity.
As you have under your charge a large store of meal to be opened when an emergency
arises, we desire most emphatically to announce that that emergency has arrived here, and to
call upon you to supply our store (which has been lately oftener empty than not,) with such
quantities of meal as we may from time to time require. We are sending cars from Leap for it.
If the state of things at present existing here goes on much longer, it is impossible to say

what results may ensue.
Two tons of meal came to Leap yesterday and was all sold
before six o’clock in the evening.
It was also pay-day on the New Road making at Glandore
in the parish of Kilfaugnabeg; but as the meal was all gone, many of the labourers were
unable to procure a morsel, although they had money in their hands.
know many
instances of persons who have not tasted food for 24 hours, because the meal was not to be
had which is, in fact, a state of starvation.
We hope upon perusing this statement, you will feel at liberty to let us have a few tons of
meal for present urgent necessity, till you can receive orders for so doing as we feel quite persuaded that if the authorities, under whom you act, were aware of the deplorable state of the
poor people here are in, they would not longer withhold from them the meal intended for their
But if, after this distressing appeal, you should still consider yourself bound to deny
use.
our request, we beg that you will not lose a moment in forwarding this application to such
superior authorities as have the power to direct an immediate issue of meal for this place.

We

;

;

At a meeting

of the

Sub-Committee for the Union of Kilmacabea and Kilfaugnabeg, held
at Leap Police Barrack, on Friday, Sept. 18, 1846.

The Rev. Richard Hayes,

in the Chair,

For the purpose of making such arrangements

as would for the future insure regular
supplies of meal, for the suffering poor of the district ; the Committee having experienced considerable inconvenience and expense by the irregularities of mercantile establishments,
It was unanimously recommended that the members of this Relief Committee should at
at once wait on Mr. Commissary Hughes, at Skibbereen, and represent to him the impracticability of obtaining

—

meal from the

mills in the neighbourhood, they being

now

idle

from want

of water;
and that the Committee, fearing the consequences which must naturally attend the
want of food among a hitherto peaceable people, respectfully but emphatically call his attention
to the state of this locality ; and earnestly request that this relief district, which has, up to the
present time relieved thousands, should be supplied from the Government depot, at Skibbereen,
the retail price having now risen to the exorbitant rate of Is. 9 cl. per stone.
The Committee avail themselves of the opportunity of suggesting the expediency of
establishing, in convenient locations. Government depots, in connexion with the Skibbereen
Stores, which may supply the Relief Committees of the district, and check that spirit of
monopoly now exercised by private speculators.
And be it further resolved, that the members of the Committee about to wait on Mr. Commissary Hughes, should request of him, to give from his store a few tons of meal for immediate use, the present sufferings of the people from want of food being so very extreme.

Signed on behalf of the Committee,
George Finch, Honorary Secretary.

The Relief Committee

of

Skibbereen

Sir,

to Sir

R. Routh.

Skibbereen, Sept. 14, 1846.

The

Relief Committee of Skilbereen beg to state that, not wishing to interfere with

private speculation ( discontinued three weeks ago), in the sale of meal, in the town of Skibbereen,
and wishing to carry out. the view of the Government in this respect, under the impression t hat

a sufficient quantity of Indian meal would have been brought into the town to supply the want
of the people at the time of closing the relief stores ; but their expectations have been disappointed, and the consequence has been, that for the last few days the greatest alarm and
uneasiness has existed in the town and country, there being no food to purchase in the town,
except on such terms as placed it beyond the reach of the people, and on Saturday evening,
the 12th inst., not a single pound of Indian meal or baker s bread was to be found in town.
Under these frightful circumstances, the Relief Committee were called together at an early
hour this morning, for the purpose of devising the best means of supplying the people with food,
fearing that unless some provision was made, that a hungry and starving people would be
prompted into some act which their cool reflection would condemn; accordingly not being
able to provide any meal or flour in this town or country, a deputation waited on Mr. Hughes
this morning, to request that he would, either sell or lend some quantity, until some could be
got for a supply ; but he replied “ that his instructions prevented him from complying with the
request, however anxious he was to supply food to the people,” and at the same time, referring
us to Sir Randolph Routh, who is at the head of the Commissariat Department ; therefore, as
there being no Indian meal in the town, nor any prospect of getting any for some time, we
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that, you may be pleased to order Mr. Hughes, to sell at a reasonable price to
the Skibbereen Relief Committee, such a quantity of Indian meal as would be sufficient to
meet their wants on the present occasion, their intention being, that unless private speculators
bring into the country the necessary quantity, to lay in and have on hands, a supply to meet a
shall only add, that the frightful state of this town and
similar emergency in future.

have to request

We

country, arising

from the want of the
Government.

necessaries of

life,

demand

the most, serious and imme-

diate attention of the

Sir,

Schull, County Cork , September, 21, 1846.

The

members

of the Schull Relief Committee, respectfully solicit from
you such an order, addressed to the Commissary- General at Skibbereen, as will empower him
to furnish to the Schull Relief Stores, for cash, 12 tons of Indian meal, to meet the emergency

undersigned,

created by the present drought, which has stopped all the water mills.
They wish to assure you. Sir, that this application has not been made, until every other
resource has been tried without sucess.
It is now more than a week since their supply has
ceased ; and in the interval every possible exertion has been made to procure provisions for the
poor, by sending orders to every quarter where meal was heretofore to be had, and one ton
only could be procured, and that with the greatest, difficulty ; while the week’s demand, under the
most economical management, exceeds eight tons ; and this state of things exists in a locality
inhabited entirely by destitute poor, and where, except the Relief Committee, not an individual
has yet been induced to attempt the sale of provisions, so that food is not now to be had on
any terms.

Robert Traill, D.D.
John L. Munich, J. P.
Alexander M. Cape, Clk.,
Secretary

Sir R.

Routh

to

and Treasurer.

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle,

Dublin, September 24, 1846.

I send you a letter from Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Campbell
It will give you some idea of the state of that county.
I also send you a copy of my letter of this morning to Deputy-CommissaryGeneral Dobree, that you may see my views with respect to his charge that is, at

from Longford.

—

present.

Such, is the deficiency of food, or rather will be, that I fear at times that the
quantity cannot be obtained, and I wish our part of the responsibility to be secured
this timely precaution against such risk.

by

I have this instant, whilst writing, a visit from a large proprietor, of the
of
‘Donnell, from the barony of Costello, asking for a supply of food for
which is in county Mayo, and begging to have a depot for
own particular neighbourhood. This seems to be the general feeling to recur

M

name

his part of the country,

—

his

immediately to Government, without an intention, or even a thought, of any indiassist.
Surely such things cannot last.
I took some pains to
convince him, to explain that time must be allowed for importations to reach our
coast.
I spoke of the advantages of the present high prices for owners of property
before the competition of the fall arrivals, and the necessity of bringing the home
produce into the market; but I fear with little effect, for on quitting me he said,
“ After what you have explained, I can only come to the conclusion that, before a
“ fortnight, all will be plunder and disorder.”
At Youghall, close to Cork, with so many advantages and a sea-port, and a large
residue in hand of the subscriptions of last year (150£), the same want of union
is prevalent, and no arrangement is made to secure a supply.
The people, for two
days, have assembled in immense masses, pillaged the bakers’ and provision shops;
and when the news came away, the tumult had not subsided.

vidual effort to

Enclosure.
Mr. Campbell

to Sir

R. Routh.
Longford, September 23, 1846.

I

have the honour

to inform

you

that I have been to-day in Strokestown, where the
is such, that the constable may be fairly considered blockaded.
He wrote
yesterday that, notwithstanding his being next door to, and protected by, the police, he
feared the crowd would break in on him.
I, in consequence, at once wrote to Captain

pressure on the store
to
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Mr. Grierson

to

Mr. Stanley.

Queens Printer's

Office, Dublin,
September 23, 1846.
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eucumstancos of he counhy, and °f
the anxiety of the Commissioners for
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o the Acts passed this Session which
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.
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from a letter dated the 19th
the distressed districts of Ireland; and an extract
exby Commissary-General Sir R. Routli to Sir Hugh Pigot,
co-operation.
pressive of his thanks for the Rear-Admiral’s ready
instant, addressed

Enclosure.
Rear-Admiral Pigot to Mr. Ward.
Myrmidon, at Cork,

19f/t

September, 1846.

receipt of your letter of the 18th instant,
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the
employment of Her Majesty s vessels on
together with its enclosures, having reference to the
the Lords
the coast of Ireland, and to request you will convey to
which their Lordships, by their answei to the Lords
ralty my best thanks, for the manner in
to viewrihe anangements foi the
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, have been pleased
,ha *
assure their
can
I
command
under
my
disposition of the force
“~“ded
afimded
last, the subject of he lehe to be
receipt of the oouBdential orders of the 2d of January
received my unceasing attention as fte votatmnous
to the distressed districts of Ireland, has
the logs of Her Majesty s slops
and
Haulbowhne,
correspondence in my office, the records of
officer of this Ration, bo wanting
will verify; and I should, as the commanding
take the opportunity ot
my duty did I not bring under their Lordships notice (which I now
of the
zeal
the
over)
it until the labours were
doing, though I had intended to have reserved
exerin the conveyance of Indian meal, and the
officers in command of the vessels employed
harassing and laborious duty, but up to tins time all
tions of the men throughout this, to them,
but one object in view, that ot relieving the wants ot a
:

i

m

aSSs

been cheerfulness and willingness,

lias

SU e

P
cargoes conveyed by
T!iSos eherewith, for their Lordships’ information, a return of the
various ports on the west coast,
Majesty’s steam vessels direct from Haulbowhne to the
been made from Cork, to sav
their Lordships will perceive that 63 voyages have
the transfer of
steam-vessels in the Shannon,
nothin « of the numerous trips of the smaller
thus conveyed amounting to 47,-5 17 barthe cargoes from the larger steam-vessels ; the meal
all weathers, and without a single
and this too
rels, without including biscuit or oatmeal,
the movement of troops, provisions, &c., peiaccident, and the other duties of the station
2

Her

bv which

m

*

m

m

foi

^

^ ingtance Qr two> out 0

many, of the despatch of the steam- vessels,
of the harassing work performed
as their Lordships can then well judge
instant, disembarked a division of the Doth
4. The “ Rhadamanthus,” last Monday, the 14th
coaled, loaded with 1000 sacks of meal
Regiment, and the baggage alongside Haulbowhne, she
and the next evening, Tuesday, she proceeded out
of 280 lbs. weight each, 160 bags of biscuits,
60 officers and men
Complement
,
„
of harbour with her cargo to Dingle.
coaled,
with the “ Madagascai
5 The “ Dee’’ arrived on Thursday forenoon, 17th instant,
afternoon, Friday, at 5 o clock, and
loaded with 900 sacks of meal, and was ready the following
Shannon. I kept her in for the
proceeded at daylight this morning to Poyne’s Island in the
Her crew consist of 60 officers and men.
night to give rest to the men.
sacks of meal, and my only
6 The “ Stromboli’’ left on Thursday for Tarbert with 830
med.^vin

f

the

,

carrying
recent reports about this vessel’s capabi hnvs tor
is with reference to
Dee,
a ship in no way fitted like the
that so large a quantity can be stowed below in
troops,
1
laudable desire on the part of Comand “ Rhadamanthus” for cargoes, but I attribute it to a

my

astonishment

modore Fisher, to carry out the orders given to him.
th.s station, 44
7. The Supernumerary Royal Marines on
to assist
parties,
1

Myrmidon,
Dee,
lthadamanthus,
Alban,
Pluto.

the crews of the vessels

named

in the

i,
in number, I divided nto small
margin, and to lighten the work.

Routh, I have had but little communication,
8 With Commissary-General Sir Randolph
to enclose for their Lordships inand that very recently; copies of my correspondence I beg
forward the service may be seen but I feel
formation, that my desire to meet his wishes and
Treasury, were to refer to Commissaryassured if the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s
acted since January last, he will, as
General Hewetson, with whom I have more immediately
exertions of all branches of t..e Naval
he has ever done, bear strong testimony to the zeal and
he
said
to me that without our assistance
has
Frequently
men.
or
officers
Department, whether
had the “ Dee or “ Rhadamanthus failed
serious would have been the consequences, for
tor
bag of meal was available in the Commissariat Depots
;

make

their passages at times, not a

ISSl

Routh’s Report to the Lords Com9 Notwdtfiffinding Commissary- General Sir Randolph
for their Lordships information that
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, I beg to state,
been removed round to the west coast from
seven cargoes since the 8th of this month, have
and that only 264/ sacks of meal
Cork equal to 5425 barrels of meal, and 160 bags of biscuit,
Wentworth’s charge (who discharges
remain in the magazines at Haul bowline in Lieutenant
on board the “ Madagascar.’
the duty of a Commissariat officer), to put
with the removal of meal from Coik, 1 Aia
10 Her Majesty’s vessels having timshed
Depols. 'I he “ Rha^manthus
employ them in the shipment of biscuit to the Commissariat
Westport
return from Dingle, 1500 bags for conveyance to
will, therefore, take on board, on
service performed, 1 P ur Po se orae 1 ?°
and Sli<m, in addition to SU00 empty meal sacks; this
and four companies of the 8/th Regiment for
her to Glasgow from Sligo for the head-quarters,
Navy
the same time in the Clyde, the 63 tons of
taking
‘

.

conveyance

to

Pembroke,

on board at

provisions ordered to be returned from
venience to the troops.
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A Return showing the number of Barrels of Indian Meal (196 lbs. each) conveyed in Her Majesty's
Steam-vessels serving in Ireland, lo the undermentioned Depots formed on the West Coast.
Mynni-

Strom-

Rliada-

don.

boll,

manthus.

1

PIl,f0 -

Sll e°-

I

,

Westport. -Gal way.

!

Wafor-

1428
1428
..
160 bags of bisct. 160
..
1185
..
1285
;

.

k,cknnd

L,

..

|

II

I

••

14,452
428
28,914
53 tons oatml
228
1 60 bags bisct.
160
I

I

2428

I

4750

H. PIGOT, Hear- Admiral.

ABSTRACT.
conveyed in 13 trips 14,862 Barrels
18 trips 8,156
, ,
,,
228
Oatmeal
,
6 trips 1,494
,,
,,
1 trip
120
,,
,,
12 trips S,005
,,
,,
11 trips 14,452
,,
,,
53 tons of oatmeal.
160 bags of biscuit.
,

•Porcupine

•Myrmidon
Stromboli.

.

Rhadamanthus
i

,

,

2 trips

63

'

428

barrels

47,517
228

barrels of oatmeal.
53 tons of oatmeal.
160 bags of biscuit.
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From the foregoing statement it will be seen that Her Majesty’s steam-vessels serving on the
Cork with Indian
coast of Ireland made S3 voyages, or trips, direct from the magazines at
meal, for the relief of the suffering poor on the west, coast, in addition to the river and coast
conveyance,
sacks, but the
The shipments were made at the commencement in barrels, afterwards
confusion.
to
avoid
whole is calculated in barrels

m

Extract from a Letter addressed by Commissary- General Sir R. RoUth
Hugh Pigot, dated Dublin, 19 th September, 1846.

to

Rear-Admiral Sir

“ I make due note of your advice of the movements of the “ Rhad'amanthus,” the
“ Stromboli,” and the “ Dee,” and I beg to return to you my thanks for your ready co-operation

with us in these matters.”

Treasury Minute on the above.
29th September, 1846.
to the Secretary to the Admiralty, that their Lordships have pemuch satisfaction the statement contained in Rear-Admiral Sir Hugh
Pigot’s letter, of the arrangements made by him for employing the Naval force
under his command in aid of the operations which it has become necessary to

Write

rused with

recommence for the relief of the suffering arising from scarcity in Ireland, and
they desire to express their sense of the great public advantage derived during
the past season from the cordial and active co-operation of Admiral Pigot, and
the officers and men under his command, with the officers of this Board, and
their reliance upon a continuance of the same exertions during the period of
more severe distress which has now commenced.
Their Lordships request that the whole Naval force on the Irish station may
be held available for this important service, and that any additional assistance in
ships and steamers, that may from time to time be required, may be immediately
furnished.
In order to give full effect to the co-operation of the Naval force, it is obviously
necessary that a close and constant intercourse should be maintained between Sir
Hugh Pigot and Sir Randolph Routh, the head of the Commissariat Relief
Establishment in Ireland, and their Lordships rely upon these distinguished
officers acting with perfect unanimity and cordiality for the public benefit, under

the present circumstances of that country.
Transmit a copy of the letter from the Secretary to the Admiralty, of
sures, and of this Minute to Sir R. Routh, for his information.

Lord Monteagle

to

its

Enclo-

Mr. Trevelyan.

Mount Trenchard, September 25, 1846.
I think you will be glad to hear that sound principle can be, even with
austerity, adhered to, and this without mischief, if the case is fairly explained and
The rise in the price of meal, from Is. to Is. 8c?.,
the rule applied with discretion.
was a hard trial to our claimants at the Relief Committee ; but we took the step

nevertheless, and told them that we were practically husbanding their own money
by avoiding sales at a loss and they have submitted with a resignation and good
sense which you could hardly equal, and could not exceed.
I think you can do some service, both to yourselves (Treasury) and to our Relief
Committee. We are now buying at 13?., and it has since risen. Now, if we can
buv corn, and grind ourselves, we shall buy cheaper, occupy our old widows and
men at grinding and we know not how to occupy them and, above all, when the
great supply comes in from the United States in December and January, we shall
have the means of working it into food the mill-power being wholly deficient in
Under all these circumstances, I think if you were to place
this neighbourhood.
at the disposal of the Commissariat officer a few small steel mills and querns (i.e.,
hand-mills), you would do great practical good, without any improper interference
;

—

;

:

with trade or
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Mr. Trevelyan.

to

Castle, Dublin,

September 26, 1846.

I HAVE the greatest pressure on the Longford depot for counties Ross
common, &c. ; and as my most serious fear now is the apprehension that we shall
not succeed in obtaining the quantity we require to make up the deficiency of food
in the country, it becomes necessary to think of substitutes, and certainly none can
be better than barley, from which meal might be manufactured at the Plymouth
and Portsmouth mills, and sent to Dublin. Its price also will make it acceptable
But if you decide on this, you had better make a large purchase
to the people.
;

aware that there is a run on barley, the price will rise
Indian corn.
Whatever you mean to buy, you should buy at once. In
everything relating to grain and flour, you should be decided in your movements.
I hope to send you a proof of the Instructions to Committees to-night, as finally
decided on by the Lord-Lieutenant.
They will not satisfy you ; but he says that
he does not object to the issue of the other matter contained in them subsequently.
e must take it as it is, and make the most of it, and supply its deficiencies by
increased attention to the correspondence.
The letter of the Treasury, received to-day, about the concentration of the
biscuit, comes very conveniently ; and as the Ordnance have received the correfor the instant holders are
like the

W

sponding instructions, we shall set to work in good earnest and I hope it will
afford me the means of supplying Roscommon, parts of Sligo, Mayo, Leitrim,
Longford, and Cavan, whilst their oats are getting .ground at their mills.
There is
on every side a cry for the Commissariat and I heartily wish we could make 48
;

;

out of the

24

hours.

Treasury Minute.
September 22, 1846.
Sir R. Routh, and desire that he will call upon the Commissariat
charge of the depot at Sligo, to furnish a statement for the information
of this Board of the issues of meal from the depot during each of the six weeks
immediately preceding the receipt of this direction at that place, distinguishing the
quantities which have been sold by retail on the spot, from those which have been
sent to sub-depots, and explain in detail the cause of any considerable increase
that may have taken place at any period in the rate of the issues.
Their Lordships desire to express their continued sense of the great public importance of the stock of food in the Government depots in the west of Ireland, being
husbanded as a last resource, and of issues being made from them only when no
sufficient supplies of food are procurable in the market.

Write to

officer in

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin

Castle,

September 26, 1846.

Adverting to your letter, No. 298, dated 21st instant, in regard to the
of meal by Assistant Commissary-General Stevens at Sligo, I have the
honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right Honourable my Lords
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a statement transmitted by that officer,
of his issues between 10th of August and 19th September,
averaging about 557
Indian corn, and 98 tons of oatmeal.
It must be admitted that the pressure upon this depot has been severe, and still
continues.
As a specimen of the demands, I lay before you a letter from the
coast-guard officer at Lochrus, dated 20th instant, and I believe it exhibits a true
issues

picture of the state of a large portion of county Donegal.
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Enclosure.

Statement

of

Provisions issued by Assistant Commissary-General Stevens, at Sligo, from 10th
August to 19th September, 1846.
To whom

Indian Meal.

issued.

Remarks.

Oatmeal.

Constabulary Depdt, Swineford .
Tubbercorry
ditto
Ditto
Coast Guard, Rutland
Ditto
Port Noo
Constabulary Dep6t, Mulloughroe
Relief Committee, Carberry .
.
.
Killargy
Ditto
ditto
Ditto
Ditto

ditto

Drumkerran

.

ditto

Elphin

.

Sundry Persons by

.

retail at Stores

The

.
Relief Committee, Drumkerran
Constabulary Depot, Ballina
Ballaghaderrai
ditto
Ditto

.
Gweedore
Constabulary Depdt, Tubbercorry
Relief Committee, Duucannley

Ditto

constabulary

.

Corran.
ditto
Ditto
Coast Guard, Lochrus
Dromahair,
Committee,
Relief
Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Drumshambo,
Leitrim.
Sundry Persons by retail at Stores

....

Relief Committee,
ditto

Corran, Sligo
Carberry, Sligo

ditto Elphin, Roscommon
Constabulary Depdt, Ballaghader-

Ditto

ran,

Mayo.

Constabulary

Depdt,

Swineford,

Mayo.
Constabulary Depdt, Tubbercorry,
Sligo.

Coast Guard, Killybegs, Donegal
Lochrus, Donegal
Ditto
Pullochamy, Sligo
Ditto

.
.

.

Relief Committee, Drumshambo,
Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Drumkerran,
Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Killargy, Leitrim
Sundry Persons at Depdt Stores .

Relief Committee,

Elphin, Ros-

common.
Relief Committee, Killargy, Leitrim
Corran, Sligo .
Ditto
ditto

Sundry

depdt stores
Relief Committee, Carberry, Sligo
pers'Ons at

Ditto
ditto
Drumshambo,
Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Drumkerran,
Leitrim.
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Statement of Provisions issued by Assistant Commissary- General Stevens, &c.
To whom Issued.

Indian Meal.

Oatmeal.

Constabulary Depdt, Ballina, Mayc
Ditto
ditto
Ballymote,

75,040
13,440

11,200
4,480

continued.
Remarks.

Sligo.

Constabulary Depot, Tubbercorry,

22,400

4,480

Constabulary Depdt, Ballaghader-

22,400

4,480

ran,

Mayo.

Constabulary

Depot,

Swineford,

33,600

Mayo.
Committee, Pettigoe, Fer-

Relief

4,480

managh.
Relief Committee, Killargy, Leitrim
Sundry Persons at Depdt Stores .

3,360
5,965
2*77

9,014

,683

38,863

or
Tons. cwts.

124

Coast Guard, Killybegs, Donegal,
Constabulary Depot, Mulloughroi
Relief Committee, Tiririll, Sligc
Ditto
ditto
Easkey, Sligo.
Ditto
ditto
Manorhamilton
Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Liney, Sligo

17

or
qrs.

lbs

0

19

Tons. cwts. qrs. lbs.

17

3

6

27

The almost

17,920
33,600

total decay of
the potato erop having
suddenly manifested itself at this period, and
the merchants not being
prepared with any quan-

22,400
11,200

,

tity of supplies, together

Coast Guard, Bruckless, Donegal
Constabulary Depot, Ballaghader-

2,240
35,840
33,600

rau, Mayo.
Relief Committee, Carberry, Sligo
Ditto
ditto
Drumkerran,

32,928
29,400

Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Drumshambo,
Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Ballyhaunis,

20,160

with the want of water,
continues

which

still

at

the country mills, the
people who have com
being unable to get it
ground, have caused the
great run on the depot.

2,240

13,440

Mayo.
Constabulary Depdt, Tubbercorry,

22,400

Sligo.

Relief Committee, Skrum, Sligo .
Relief Committee, French Park,

2,240
22,400

Roscommon.
Relief Committee,

Elphin, Ros-

22,400

2,240

common.
Relief

Committee, Corran, Ros-

6,720

common.
Relief Committee,
Dromahair,
Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Coolavin, Sligo .
Constabulary Depdt, Ballymote,

11,200

2,240
22,400

4,480

33,600
8,77S

6,224

••

Sligo.

Coast Guard, Gweedore, Donegal.
Sundry Persons at general Depdt
Store.

474,306

15,184
or

Relief

Committee,

Tons.

cwts.

211

14

qrs.

3

lbs.

Tons. cwts.

14 6

15

qrs.

2

Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Manorhamilton,
Leitrim.
Relief
Committee,
Dromahair,

in almost every instance
with only the half of the

Killybegs, Donegal

Constabulary Depdt, Ballaghader-

Mayo.

Constabulary Depdt, Mulloughroe
Relief Committee, Lurg, Cavan
.
Ditto
ditto
Borgh, Roscommon
Ditto
ditto
Carberry, Sligo
Ditto
ditto
Easkey, Sligo .
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Statement of Provisions issued by Assistant Commissary- General Stevens, &c.
To whom

Date.

continued.
Remarks.

Oatmeal.

Indian Meal.

issued.

.

1846
14

Sept.

Relief

4,480

Committee, Pettigoe, Fer-

manngh.

4,480

Kilmumery,
Relief
Committee,
Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Killargy, Leitrim
Drumshambo,
Ditto
ditto
Leitrim.
Relief Committee, Elphin, Ros-

1,120

2,240
6,720
11,200

2,240

4,480
33,600
17,920
17,920
2,240

4 ,480

common.
Relief Committee, Coolavin, Sligo
Constabulary Depot, Ballina, Mayo
Tubbercorry, Sligo
Ditto
ditto
Ditto
ditto
Swineford, Mayo
Relief Committee, Derrygonelly,

,

Fermanagh.
Relief
Sept.

20

Committee,

Mayo.
Sundry Persons

11,200

Ballybaunis,

at Store

.

.

7,526

4,564

•
j

26,566

304,724

or

or
Tons.

136

cwts. qrs. lbs.

0

3

!

Tons. cwts. qrs.

11

0

17

0

j

Wa.

Sligo , September 25, 1846.

Mr. Moore

to

Stevens, Assist. Commissary- General.

Mr. Stevens.
Lochrus, September 20, 1846.

this day remaining (which I will sell this day in small quantities to
sold 83' yesterday ; we had the Catholic clergywant) of the 14 tons.
man in the store till 12 o’clock last night. I never witnessed anything like it, and hope I never
Persons coming a distance of 18 miles for a small quantity of meal, who had to
will ao-ain.
I may safely say two parts
go home wanting, it being wholly out of my power to supply them.
Every day is throwing more and more on us the man with
of the people were not. supplied.
as
the
man who did not set a potato. Numbers
destitute
a lar^e farm is at this moment as
I beg
will die of starvation if you cannot send an immediate, and keep up a constant supply.
of you to be quick in sending a supply here, and also to Port Noo, as if you do not supply
I

persons

HAVE one bag

We

in absolute

;

Port Noo, I will not be able to stand the pressure on

Sir R.

Routh

to

me here.

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle, Dublin, September 28, 1846.

Mr. Redington left for London in the packet of yesterday, in the
morning, in consequence, I believe, of the outbreak at Youghall. You are aware
that this is a great place of export, in consequence of the heavy corporation-dues at
Cork, and this is always here an occasion of excitement. I mentioned to you, that
resolutions complaining
all the meetings hitherto held in Ireland have all ended in
No one thinks of uniting to
of the measures and petitioning the Government.
bring forward any local plan of relief— they all look exclusively to the Government
and It appears to me, that persons of wealth and property and influence encourage
burthen.
share
of
the
any
themselves
from
screen
course
to
this
I am now putting myself in communication with the committees, and sending
out the Instructions in all directions, and I shall not fail to impress the truth on
all parties.

The people, including all ranks and classes, are crying out for Commissariat
depots for Indian corn, and high wages. They are astonished when they are told
from
that Indian corn is not in the country, that it has to come 4000 miles
America and cannot arrive in any quantity until 1st December to 1st January ;
that its present price is 52s. per quarter, as dear, when it is ground, and freight,
and other charges paid, as the wheat at their own door, which ground, with all its

—

—

bran, has been purchased this day at Dublin, at 15/. per ton, and may be cheaper
Oats are rather hilling 16s. a barrel ; and 18/., oatmeal,
in country localities.
The country is full of grain and supplies; and my argument is, that
per ton.
these home supplies of Irish produce must maintain them until the foreign importa-

—

_
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and that it is for the benefit of the holder to sell now, before those
compete with him.
The same spirit pervades the whole country. A gentleman from Armagh, today, called on me, to establish a depot in his neighbourhood.
Local or personal
exertion seems to be banished from men’s thought.
It has occurred to me, that you would do well, under pretence of its
being for
us, to lay in a stock of new biscuit at Haulbowline.
It is not necessary to say
anything about it but such a supply might be required for the troops, and you
had better be prepared. It can result in no loss. We are grinding the corn received
tions arrive,

arrivals shall

;

at Sligo.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
September 28, 1846.

I observe that the Lord Lieutenant has insisted on the omission from the
Instructions to the Relief Committees of the advice about the corn dealers, as well
as that to the landowners about employing their own poor in productive labour on

own

promises not to oppose its being promulgated in another
shape hereafter.
must consider what that shape ought to be. At present I
am inclined to think that it had better form part of our Instructions to the Commissariat officers who are to communicate with the local committees. Pray tell me
what you think ; and at such leisure as you have I shall be obliged to you to commence the preparation of those Instructions, and to send me your first draft, in
order that I may work at it, under the direction of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, in communication with the Lord Lieutenant.
I am ready to comply with your wishes about steel mills, if you will tell me what
their

estates, but

We

they are.
I will write to you in detail to-morrow about supplies; and I will only say that I
satisfied that you will be of opinion that we are doing the utmost which cireumtances allow.
Pray send me a fresh supply of Indian corn pamphlets of both sorts, and a number of Hewetson’s hominy circulars, which he tells me you have approved of.
I have told Erichsen to send the Liverpool meal to Westport.

am

Sir R.

Routh to Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, September 29, 1846.
I told you that I was writing far and wide to the committees to explain
the views of Government, and to call upon the men of property and influence to
encourage the farmers to bring their home produce into market for consumption.
I send you one of the answers from a very respectable person in Queen’s
County, and I also enclose an advertisement of a miller at Sligo, highly honourable to him.
This shows some effect, but I fear very limited. The exports of
oats have amounted, since the harvest, to 300,000 quarters.
I speak from good
information, but not from official documents. It was this exportation that caused
the riot in Youghall.
I know there is a great and serious objection to any inter-

ference with these exports, yet
evil,

it is a

most serious

evil,

considering the large quantity of spirits in bond,

and what
is

is almost a greater
the distillation going on.

Our great reliance until the 1st of January is the home produce in the country,
of which there is great abundance
but it is doubtful, such is the passion for
;
hoarding, even if you could by any legitimate means prevent exportation, whether
the farmers would bring their produce to market.
You will see by our return

how low our

supplies are ; though we do all Jn our power to reserve them, they
do not bear even a very distant proportion with the demand.
What I fear is,

that quantity cannot be realized ; that even the American arrivals will not place
usm a commanding position and, indeed, we know nothing yet on which we can
build any solid expectation with regard to America, what she may be able to
export, and whether the want of freight may not offer some serious impediments.
;

But

I will not fatigue

you with

my

apprehensions.

We

shall soon learn the

facts.

N
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Enclosure.
Mr. Hamilton

to Sir

R. Routh.

Roundwood, Mountrath, Queen's County,
September 28, 1846.
I

beg

to

acknowledge receipt of your

letter of the

26th instant, and

to say that the

reasons therein contained for the determination of Government are quite satisfactory to me
in my power to
individually.
I shall read the letter at our adjourned meeting, and do all
satisfy others of the soundness of the policy, of which I approve, and to impress upon our
farmers the expediency of bringing their produce into the market without delay, the withholding of
which is the cause of the present difficulty, as there can be no doubt that there is sufficient com in
some months' supply, if it were only brought forward to the markets.
the country

for

DROMAHAIR MILLS.
Notice to the Public.

On

account of the Potato failure this season

OATS WILL BE TAKEN IN EXCHANGE FOR MEAL,
OR GROUND FOR THE FARMERS,

To

If taken in exchange there will be no
enable them to keep Provisions in the country.
delay, as they get the Meal on delivering the Oats.

WHEAT
Will also be Ground on Hire.

OATS
Bought
JDromahair Mills,

1 7th Sept.

as usual at the Mills.

1846.

Mr. Trevelyan

My letter

to

to Sir

R. Routh.

Mr. Hewetson, a copy of which you

will find overleaf, will, I

a point of vital importance.

good on
do
I also send the last of several papers which have been prepared for me by the
most competent judges on the subject of the corn trade, and they entirely coincide
with the general tenour of the rest of the information which I have received.
I fear we have relied too much on the resources of the American market the
remains in
fact being that only a limited quantity of the produce of the last harvest
store at the ports, and that the pi-oduce of the present harvest will only begin to
be fit for exportation in December or January, and even then it will be subject to
the serious obstruction arising from the closing of the rivers from the ice.
It is also little known what a formidable competition we are suffering from our
Very large orders are believed to have been sent out to
continental neighbours.
the United States, not only by the merchants, but by the governments of France
and Belgium, and in the Mediterranean markets they have secured more than their
all which will appear perfectly credible when it is remembered that they
share
are buying our new English wheat in our own market.

some

hope,

;

;

Mr. Trevelyan

to Commissary-General

Hewetson.
September 29, 1846.

suggests that the revenue cutters, “ Hamilton” and
“ Speedwell,” stationed in the Shannon, should be made available for the conveyance
of Indian meal for the Relief Committees, by which the funds of the committees would be relieved of a charge of 10s. a ton, and greater security and con-

Lord Monteagle

venience of storage would be obtained.
This appears to me to be a good suggestion, and if you concur, I shall be
obliged to you to communicate with Sir James Dombrain, through Sir R. Routh,
given by
in order that the Committees may have all the assistance which can be
these boats, and any others within the limits of your superintendence.
When you made the remark contained in your letter of the 21st instant, on the
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the price of Indian corn, you could not have been aware of the general
and prospects of the provision trade.
as a whole, wheat is barely an average crop, oats
below an average, barley decidedly deficient, peas and beans the same
and as
;
regards potatoes, I need make no remark.
late rise in

State

Taking the United Kingdom

It

is

abroad

more

difficult

to

obtain trustworthy estimates of the state of the crops

but of this there can be no doubt, that prices have been higher in France,
Belgium, and Germany than they have been in England, and that these nations
are not only very formidable competitors with us in the American and other
foreign markets, but are actually drawing off supplies from us, by making purchases in our own home markets.
Under these circumstances, what possible means are there of obtaining a share
of the available surplus of foreign countries, and of securing an economical consumption of such stock as we have, except the existence of high prices 1 If those
who ignorantly call for a reduction of price had their wish, the scarcity would be
converted into a famine in six months.
Last year the scarcity was local, and the
deficiency of one part of the country, could therefore be supplied from the superabundance of others but this year the crops, taken as a whole, are deficient
everywhere, and the attempt to make an artificial cheapness in one quarter would
be attended with disastrous results elsewhere.
In Ireland we have not only to protect and encourage the internal trade in corn,
but we have positively to create it.
It will hardly be asserted that the artificial
machinery of the Relief Committees can, or ought to be permanently relied upon
for the purpose of distributing in detail the grain or meal upon which the people
will hereafter have to subsist.
How senseless and suicidal, therefore, is the
clamour, which not only heaps odium upon the profession of the corn-dealer, but
makes it positively insecure, and gives a supposed sanction and justification to the
outrages which are being committed.
So far from new persons being encouraged
to enter into the trade, the existing dealers are barely able to hold their own, and
the country will severely suffer from the manner in which they have considered
;

;

themselves obliged to contract their operations, owing to the prevailing feeling of
insecurity.

We

rely

upon your using the influence of your prominent

rect, as far as is in

official station to cor-

your power, this mischievous popular delusion.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Lord Monteagle.
September 29, 1846.

The accompanying copy of a letter I have written to Mr. Hewetson will
be a sufficient answer to a great part of the notes which you have been so kind
as to write to me, and will show you how thoroughly I coincide with you about
prices.

I am fully aware of the insufficiency of all the existing means for grinding the
vast quantities of corn that will be required for the consumption of the people,

and

am

much

my

applying to it the only effectual remedy in
power by grinding as
as possible in this country, leaving the mills in Ireland to the private

trade.

Handmills, with the use of which I was familiar in India, would, I think, be
a valuable resource, and I am to procure some steel mills from Sir R. Routh, as
specimens, when I receive proper directions from him ; but as far as I am at present able to judge, it would be difficult for the Government to supply such mills
in any quantity likely to be of use, and this forms a branch of the operations
which ought to be left to private management. Are not handmills, or querns,
extensively in use in some parts of Ireland 1
You will find an extract of a letter from Captain Perceval at the end of the
copy of my letter to Mr. Hewetson, from which it would appear that Indian
corn may, by being properly soaked and boiled, be eaten whole, like pease.
The sanction to the works at Foynes Harbour will go forward to-morrow.
still

N2
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Deputy Commissary- General Dobree

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Sligo, September 29, 1846.

acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th inst., and to
with your assurance that the views I take of the present
express my
present moment there is no
crisis in Ireland are just and sound; for at the
station, whose conduct may not
officer in the country, however humble be his
arduous
contribute more or less to give a right or wrong bias in executing the
I

beg

to

gratification

..
,
task before us.
counties are intending to avail themI hear the landlords in the neighbouring
see the example liberally
selves of the Drainage Act; but I should like to
be followed by those still
set by those whose duty it is to lead, so that it may
Many object to the Act because, after providing lor all
sceptical of its success.
their quota to
the poor on their own estates, they are compelled to contribute
of many of their
large presentment works, rendered necessary by the apathy
So deep-rooted
the duties within their own sphere respectively.
.

neighbours to

are they of all
are the prejudices and the usages of the Irish, and so ignorant
countries turn new
those little useful arts by which the lower classes of other
change
and strange kinds of food to good account in times of need, that every
boon to
and innovation is met by almost insuperable objections ; our biscuit is no
broaching
them, because they have not been accustomed to it they withhold
say they mean
their oats because this is not the usual period, and this year they
The large millers will not take the trouble of
to keep their stack to look at.
grinding the poor man’s sack, though they are not at work, and the small mills
;

to dishave no water. Every step we take there are difficulties which ought
mind is,
appear before the pressure of the times ; and the gravamen of all in my
which it is awful
that they are assuming the progress of a torrent the bursting of

to contemplate.
the same time to
I am using every exertion to husband our resources, and at
T he bakers
dole them out judiciously amongst the six neighbouring counties.

threatened
shops at Sligo were last night broken open and plundered and I am
on all sides with outrages and disturbances if I do not send meal. Thank God
we have had heavy rain, and now that the ground is saturated I trust that a
for the last month
quantity will be thrown off to set the small mills at work
they have been quite dry, and had not our depots been in operation the people
:

—

I can vouch, from my own close observation, that a man,
work, will searcely dig a sufficient quantity of good potatoes to
So soon as the country mills have water, I will
feed his family for two days.
but you must
enforce the consumption of the home produce as much as I can
thousands there are in my district who have grown no oats,
many
how
forget
not
whose potatoes are gone, and who have little or no work. What will be the
position of the people two years hence ?
Miners are under
I see by the papers that two companies of Sappers and
I trust they will be at the disposal of the Board of
orders for Ireland
Works, and that they will supersede all over the country the present class of
gangsmen, with <£ long-tailed coats, knee breeches, hands in pockets, and pipe in
mouth.” These Ordnance men, spade in hand, may rouse the Irishman to a
has
discovery of his own powers, and teach him that by means of task work he

must have
after a

starved.

hard

day’s

;

;

Why are the energies of these people,
and
so rampant when called into action in foreign climes, so torpid
on their own dunghill ? I ought to mention, that in these six counties
sent
the trade is totally and entirely inoperative ; they seem to have generally
price
orders to the home and foreign markets, which could not be effected at the
they had limited their purchases. With the exception of the employment we
for at this season, in
give, the large commercial mills are comparatively idle
exportation.
other years, they are cramming with the produce of the harvest for
whole meal,
I am endeavouring to induce them to import wheat and grind it into
which they could sell at 13s. to 14s. per cwt, or exchange it for oats, or meet
am
the exigencies of the times in any way their interests would point out ; but I
with any
sorry to say that as yet the old cycle has not completed its revolution
one class of the community.
To give you only one instance of the many hindrances we meet with on all
carmen
the
that
reported
me
is
to
moment
it
this
very
add,
that
at
will
sides, I
of the
here have struck work, and refused to go on completing the discharge

remunerative wages within his reach.

which are
listless

:
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Sligo steamer which I had hired, and was most anxious to dispatch to Ballina
with a little meal for the interior of Mayo, because they would assert their pretensions to convey it themselves by land, without regard to the probability of its
being entirely damaged by rain in transition.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
September 30, 1846

I beg to suggest that you should test Captain Perceval’s experiment, as
explained in the accompanying extract of a note I have received from him.
It certainly would be an advantage if Indian corn could be converted into a
wholesome food by simple cooking, without either grinding or bruising.

Extract.

“ If necessary, the corn might be issued in whole grain I have tried it, having
it steeped in water for 12 hours overnight, and boiled the next morning,
it makes a very nice podge, which looks like peas-pudding, and eats much
“ like gruel, but sweeter, and, to my taste, is preferable to the * stirabout.’
The
“ breaking of it into pieces before soaking, as in the £ hominy’ receipt, is not
;

“

had

“

when

“ necessary."

Mr. Trevelyan

R. Routh.

to Sir

September 30, 1846.

My

official letter to you of to-day’s date, in reference to supplies, is of See Treasury
Minute, dated the
grave importance, and cannot be too extensively promulgated.
September, at
You are aware, from the copies of Mr. Erichsen’s letters, which I daily send 29th
Page 63.
you, of the increasing amount of our purchases ; and in order that you may have
them before you at one point of view, I have requested him to furnish a tabular
statement of them, a copy of which I will send you.
Some of the earlier cargoes may be daily expected, and I shall order them to
Sligo and Ballina.
Independently of the cargoes sent direct to Ireland, I shall keep the three
Admiralty mills at Deptford, Portsmouth, and Plymouth in constant work, at
high pressure, besides the private mills already employed for us, and a much larger
I have sent two cargoes of Indian corn
private mill, for which I am in treaty.
to Portsmouth to be ground, and the same to Plymouth, while I shall keep the
three mills on the Thames supplied with barley when Indian corn is not to be
An additional steam-engine is being put up in the mill at Plymouth, which
had.
will double its powers.
I have completely exhausted the London and Liverpool markets of Indian corn,
with the exception of a very small quantity, which is held at fancy prices ; and I
am obliged to buy English barley to keep the mills at work.
You will recollect that I may have to supply the western coast and islands of
Scotland out of the supplies turned out by our English mills ; but I expect that
Ireland will come in for much the largest share.
I get new sacks from the Ordnance for bagging the meal at our mills, and
leave you to employ the empty sacks in store at Cork in bagging meal at Sligo,
Ballina, or wherever else they may be required.
Assistant Commissary-General Bishop will proceed to Dublin this evening, to
place himself under your orders.
With reference to the important subject of prices, the following extracts from
letters I have received from Lord Monteagle are well deserving of your attention.
The inevitable result of the Government and Relief Committees’ prices not following the market price, would be the absence of sufficient check upon the consumpImports could not take place into a
tion, and the destruction of private trade.
country where prices are artificially depressed, but, on the contrary, the food
already in the country would be exported to quarters where a fair market price
could be obtained.

Extract.

“
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“ meal for the Relief Committee at 13?. 10s. This raises our sale price at prime
“ cost more than 50 per cent.
If we sell lower, and at a loss, in turning our
“ capital three times it will be absorbed.
What course are we to take ?”
Extract

—September 25, 1846.

“ I think you will be glad to hear that sound principle can, even with austerity,
“ be adhered to, and this without mischief, if the case is fairly explained, and the

“ rule applied with

discretion.

“ The rise in the price of meal from Is. to Is. 8c?., was a hard trial to our
“ claimants at the Relief Committee. But we took the step, nevertheless, and
“ told them that we were practically husbanding their own money by avoiding
“ sales at a loss, and they have submitted with a resignation and good sense which
“ you could hardly equal, and could not exceed.”

The O’ Conor Don has made a statement to me, which it is necessary that I
should communicate to you. He says that he has received repeated complaints
from Roscommon that the agent of Mr. Young, a large landed proprietor, has
the practical management of the depot at Castlereagh, and that the issues are made
to Mr. Young’s tenants and dependants, who are thereby enabled to hoard their
corn, while poor unprotected people, who have no store of food, are not able to
obtain supplies.

Pray inform me who has charge of the depot at Castlereagh, and ascertain how
any foundation for the statements which have been made to the

far there is

O’Conor Don.
I shall also be obliged to you seriously to consider whether the root of the
evil does not lie in the fact of our prices being too low, and that the scramble for
our supplies is indicative, not so much of a general destitution, as of a perfectly
I cannot
natural desire to get food where it is to be had at the cheapest rate.
is no store of food from the oat harvest in Roscommon.

believe that there
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Rev. T.

Mathew

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Cork, September 30, 1846.

Unwilling to add to the enormous press of business under which you
last two months
labour, I have not had the pleasure of addressing you for the
was well aware that you had, it
I also deemed it unnecessary to trouble you, as I

on the wretched state ol this unloiI may use the phrase, too much information
feelings of despondency that
It is more to give expression to the
tunate country.
may deem calculated
oppress me, than to presume to suggest any measure that I
I now intrude on your so fully
to alleviate the miserable condition of our people,
many parts oi the
I have been, during the last four weeks,
occupied time.
sullen desperation.
kingdom, and I found everywhere the population in a state of
Mr. O Connell
The recent, I may call it, abandonment of the Repeal agitation by
than the potato blight.
has produced this state of the public mind, much more
and now are
what,
say
not
dare
The people were elated with false hopes of I
disappointed.
themselves
finding
on
utterly confounded,
take a
The men in the several districts of Ireland, who were accustomed to
now seek to continue their
lead in the Repeal movement, acting as wardens, &c„
the riots that
occupation by exciting to tumult the poor stricken people hence
have lately occurred.
are
above
employment
remunerative
provide
The measures of Government to
with gratitude. The Treasury Minute
all praise, yet have not been accepted
should be lower than that
directing that the rate of wages on the Public Works
much discontent. But no rate ot
paid by the farmers, has afforded a pretext lor
price ot previsions
the people from extreme distress, unless the

m

:

.

wages will save
be kept down.

....

A

'

...

nothing to a poor man with a
shilling a day, or even one and sixpence, is
At
per pound for Indian meal.
large family, if he is obliged to pay twopence
If I may presume
districts.
present it nearly averages that price in the country
of more importance to keep down the
to give an opinion, it appears to me to be
There are so many
provide labour.
price of Indian or other meal, than to
required
of
the
consequently
and
opinions as to the amount of blighted potatoes,
advantage to ascertain the number
quantity of corn as a substitute, it would be of
Ireland.
In one week the conof acres that were under that crop throughout
information on that important
stabulary force could supply the most accurate
alluding to it to vanity, that
It is a fact, and you are not to attribute my
point
districts in which the temperance
the late provision riots have occurred in the
movement has not been encouraged.
,
,
unless when
Our people are as harmless in their meetings as flocks ot sheep,
was at liberty to exert myself,
inflamed and maddened by intoxicating drink. If I
remain unvisited ; but the unavoidable
as heretofore, no part of Ireland would
now an insurmountable obstacle
expenses of such a mighty reformation are
Were it not for the temperate habits of the greater portion of the people ot
one wide scene of. tumult and
Ireland, our unhappy country would be before now
on such a firm foundation,
bloodshed. Thank GSd temperance is now based
the Divine assistance, will
nothing can weaken its. stability! Intemperance, with
It possible, dear Mr.
people.
never again be the national sin of the Irish
from woe unutterable our
Trevelyan, have the markets kept down, and thus save
destitute population.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Not

Castle, Dublin,

September 30, 1846.

difficulty in obtaining any
only we, but the trade also, must experience
and the Irish home produce

1 to January 1,
supplies of moment before December
and
ought to be made to suffice until that period,

which

m

its

abundance

it is

fully equal to meet.
are most
The country is abundantly supplied with wheat and oats, the prices
they are exported to
encouraging for sale, but nevertheless, for payment of rent,
this resource, call out on the
Liverpool and Scotland ; and the people, deprived of
1 know
importation.
for Indian corn, which requires time for its
.

.

Government

to
of no way to stop the run upon our depots but
now 121 for Indian corn, and 161 for oatmeal.
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and 18?. for the last, which will leave a better opening for
the trade
who will bring their home produce to sale.
he prices will fall in December, but not in my opinion permanently.
Taking
into view the deficiency of the potato, the exportation of the
grain crops, and the
reasonable quantities to be expected from America, I think we
cannot fairly look
for any permanent fall in the markets.
The case at Youghal was unique. The emeute took place on account of the
exportation of supplies ; for it is a large place of export (on account
of the corporation duty at Cork), and the town is full of corn
nevertheless, in lieu
the

first,

and. to those
I

of pur;
chasing this, the magistrates send to the Admiral for Indian corn
meal’ from the
Cork dejiot, now in course of transfer to Limerick, and the Admiral prepares
the
“ Alban to convey it.
The magistrates write to the Lord Lieutenant also for
the Indian corn meal.
Here was the first case in which the Government policy
was brought on the tapis ; and I stated to his Excellency that if we yielded
to it,
it would have the effect of encouraging
outbreaks, and that he must expect to
have the whole of the south claiming similar advantages and I
remarked the
;
contradiction in the appeal of the magistrates asking for food to be
sold to them
.

.

at Cork, whilst they

were shipping it from their own quays. Mr. Dobree is
doing very well at Sligo. Mr. Stevens’ accounts were in a sadly
confused state,
loo many coast-guard and constabulary depots, which we propose
to diminish if
and transfer this duty to committees, selling from our depots
°
1

possible altogether,
to them.

I send you a fresh supply of Indian corn pamphlets
of both sorts but I am
di awing up a more explanatory form of the small sort,
Mr. Hewetson’s circular
was only an extract from these pamphlets, containing no new matter.
About the steel mills, the ironmongers must understand the thing. They are
something like a coffee-mill indeed, I should think what is applicable
to one
might be to the other, only that Indian corn being so much harder, would
require
the teeth to be sharper and stronger. Two or three at first as
a sample would
;

;

be sufficient.

Mr. Trevelyan to the Earl of Auckland.
October 1, 1846.
entirely concur in the opinion expressed by Sir R. Routh at the
conclusion of the accompanying letter, that it would be advisable to have
a moderate
store of Navy biscuit at Haulbowline, with the means in this country
of promptly
replenishing it, in anticipation of it being required for Army purposes.

We

In

the present state of Ireland it is probable that a force may have to
be
directed on particular points at a very short notice,
and the scarcity of immediately available food is such, that the consequences
might be very serious, both
as regards the force itself and the effect
of drawing upon the already insufficient
resources of the country towns and villages to provision it, if we had
aot Commissariat supplies ready.

For the

same reason we think a certain proportion should be retained at Haulbowline of the salt pork which was laid up with the biscuit at
the different
military stations in Ireland, but was lately ordered
away, in common with the
biscuit ^by the Lords Justices, without any notice of
their intention being given
to the Treasury.
The salt pork is packed in small barrels, two of which can be
conveyed on an open car.
These supplies should, we think, be held at Haulbowline as
for naval purposes,
with the understanding that they will be immediately available
if they are required by the Commissariat for Army, but not for relief
purposes by which
means a great deal of correspondence will be sayed, and we shall keep the thing
quiet and not excite alarm.
It will also of course be necessary to have at
least one steamer always waiting
m Cork Harbour, ready to convey these army supplies to any point at which
they may be required.
;

I requested some days ago, through Captain Hamilton, that
a store frigate
might be got ready with the least possible delay, to be loaded with
meal now
being ground at the Admiralty mills
at Portsmouth, Plymouth, and Deptford,
and at two private mills on the Thames, and to be sent to a
suitable station on
ie north-western
coast of Scotland
and Captain Hamilton informed me that
your Lordship had given orders
accordingly.
;
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Earl of

Auckland

to

Mr. Treveylan.
Admiralty, October

1,

1846.

no time in attending to the matters to which my attention has
Lord John Hay will
been drawn by your letter and by that of Sir R. Routh.
transmission of a
go immediately to the Victualling Office, and provide lor the
He will consider
quantity of biscuit and pork to our store-houses at Haulbowline.
It is
whether the biscuit may not, as well as the pork, be packed in small barrels.
given eight steamers
have
about
in
bags.
moved
much
likely to be injured if
Sir Hugh Pigot will no doubt so
to Ireland, which I hope will be enough.
have a steamer
organise the transmission of supplies as, if possible, always to
If his present eight steamers should not be
available for unforeseen emergencies.
more shall be urgent, so
sufficient, we will give him more ; but as the calls for
The store frigate is ordered. What we are doing
will they be inconvenient.
we will do for “ Naval purposes.” But Sir Hugh Pigot will be instructed to attend
I

have

lost

We

to the requisitions of the Commissariat.
letter, that we ought to have some measure
I omitted to mention in
p.S.
Haulbowline. I have
c., wliieh will be required at
of the quantity of biscuit,
quantities of beef and pork as will supply 2000 men for six weeks.

my

&

suggested such
This will probably be as
time,

and

as

much

as will be required within

consumption goes on

we may

Mr, Trevelyan

any moderate

limit ol

send more.

to the Earl of

Auckland.
October

1,

1846.

you have done (beef and pork for 2000 men for six weeks) appears
different from
to be quite sufficient for the present; for food riots are quite
organized rebellion, and are not likely to be of long duration.

What

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R. Routii.

October

1,

1846.

I regret to say that the news which has just arrived from the United
States has confirmed my worst anticipations.
As soon as it was known in America that the potato crop in the United
Kingdom had failed, prices went up, but there was no stock at the ports of
shipment worth speaking of, and the new corn will not be fit to be exported
I will send you a note I have received from
before December or January.
Erichsen on the subject, which is at present with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, but you will no doubt see plenty about it in the newspapers.
This news will, and, although it is painful to say so, ought to cause a further

of price, and I have therefore given directions for making new purchases
it has produced its full effect.
market prices, not
It is necessary to equalize our prices with the neighbouring
object
only for the sake of protecting our depots and making them answer their
also to give us
of furnishing a last resource when everything else has failed, but
The holders ot oats
a fair chance of drawing out the resources of the country.
and other kinds of food cannot be expected to bring their stores into the market
the Government
in the face of artificial low prices caused by the interference of
and under such circumstances they cannot be blamed for sending what they have
the circumsell elsewhere, where they can get a fair market price, according to

rise

before

to
stances of the time.

In every point of view, it is indispensably necessary, if we
with
wish to avoid heavier calamities hereafter, to raise our depot prices to a level

the market prices.
shall
Mr. Erichsen has furnished me with his general statement, and you
have a copy of it to-morrow.
exportabeg of you not to countenance in any way the idea of prohibiting
The discouragement and feeling of insecurity to the trade from such a
tion.
cannot
proceeding would prevent its doing even any immediate good ; and there
country. The reasons
be a doubt that it would inflict a permanent injury on the
but they are
against the prohibition of distillation do not lie so near the surface,

We

equally conclusive.
,
would
Although the prohibition of exportation is objectionable everywhere, it.
and it would be imposbe still more so in Ireland under present circumstances,
of artificially lowering prices on
sible for us to defend the double interference—
prevent the holders of corn
the one hand, and on the other, interfering to
depreciated.
thus
from sending their article to places where it would not be
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Captain Hamilton to Mr. Tbevelyan.
Admiralty, October

kid

VI

® fore “y

1,

1846.

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter
Lords Commissioners

in A , a
29th
of September, expressing the satisfaction of the
s Treasury at the arrangements made
by Rear-Admiral Sir Hugh
employing the naval force under his orders in the relief
of the distressed
Ireland, I am commanded by my Lords to transmit
to you herewith a
Her Majesty s vessels, now under Sir Hugh Pigot's orders,
which are
available for this service
and my Lords request that they may receive early
notice if in the opinion of the Lords of the
Treasury, a greater number of ships
should lrom any future emergency be required.
My Lords trust, however, that
]

,
oi the
of

Her Majesty

1 igot, for

m

districts

of

list

;

_

their Lordships will keep

m mind the possibility of this

department being called

upon to f urnish the means of transporting grain on the west
coast of Scotland
and the variety of demands from all quarters for the
services of Her Majesty’s
J
1
ships to which this Board is subject.

A Return

Enclosure.
Admiralty, October 1, 1846.
Majesty’s Ships and Vessels at present employed, and
to be employed,
j
on the Coast of Ireland.

Her

of

“ Stromboli,” steam sloop
“ Rhadamanthus,” steam

‘Dee,”

.

.

.

.

Employed on the general duties of the station,
(Employed in conveying mails to various parts of
Ireland,
and also in the movements of troops when required.

•

troop ship

ditto

.

l

“ Myrmidon,” steam vessel
“ Pluto,”
ditto
“ Alban,’’
ditto

.(Employed
j

l

“ Madagascar,” store ship
“ Swallow,” steam vessel
“ Comet,” steam
vessel
“ Blazer,” steam vessel
“ Dasher,”
ditto
“ Tartarus,”
“ Lucifer,”

in the conveyance of meal to the
several
ports, in its removal from larger
ships and conveyance up the rivers.
Stationed in the river Shannon as a depot for
meal.
Employed as tender to “ Madagascar.”
Employed conveying specie to several ports in Ireland.
Will be sent from Harwich almost immediately.
Will be sent from Portsmouth immediately.

—

(Now employed

ditto

in surveying duties in Ireland,
will be
appropriated to the general duties of the station.

ditto

Treasury Minute on

the above.
October 2, 1846.
’

Transmit copies of this
tt
Hugh

•

i

,

and of

letter

\ as h e

S0 0I
a
1 oAdmiral
Sir

its enclosure to Sir R. Routh, and
desire
final arrangements, in concert with
Rearemployment of such number of steam vessels as

h ;is made

Pigot, for the

may

be required to support the relief operations,
report thereon for their Lordships information.

Mr. Trevelyan

Routh.

to Sir R.

October» 2, 1846.
following passage from “ Burke’s Thoughts
and Details on Scarcity ”
J
our present purpose
“ Another cause, and that not of inconsiderable operation, tended

The

is

Ci
<(

much

to

scarcit

:

n

y

re retted] >

£

„

flesh provision.

and the rather
10U1

“ the distiheiy

^F

to produce

It

one

is

as

that,

on many accounts, cannot be too much
sole cause of a scarcity in that article

was the
S s of men

it

° CeedlU

themselves.

I

mean

the stop put to

The hogs (and
((

„ ?
„

I?

that would be sufficient) which were
fed with the waste wash
rodu ce dld «ot demand the-fourth part of
the corn used by the farmers
them. The spirit was nearly so much clear gain to the nation.

odd

f[

« ~

f

“ k!
"

,

°[

making

distillery itself

.

<(

>

?“ tdtteain g

t0

ea

’

t0

It

flesh

art °
!

t

cheap to stop or check the

le distiller

itself,

y was

to our fisheries and to our whole navigation.
carried on by damaged corn, unfit for bread,

an mat of the Iowest
nlqJ
exceptionably employed.
The domestic
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“ without complaints, a very great revenue, applicable, if we pleased, in counties to
“ the bringing corn from other places far beyond the value of that consumed in
production a\t home.
“
it, or to the encouragement of its increased

making

present time, mat any
It may be added, as applicable in an especial manner to the
bad effect by
unusual interference with the freedom of trade must have a general
have
disheartening the merchant, and rendering all his calculations uncertain.
case justify, by
already none to the utmost limits which the circumstances of the
*• °
...
.....
bevoild
A. a capacity
nnnonlhr of
nf dealers,
rlonWs and if we ^
(TO beyond
go
market
j -luamou ourselves *in the
me
,
appearing
appealing
in the
1
.,.. Q unt nlwm.Kl.mnr
P
n
..i. -i.:
liltelv
immediately
not obviously and lllimftf
measures which are

We

_

•

X

1

.

.

adopt further restrictive
sudden and violent
necessary for putting food into the mouths of starving people,
by the mercantile
interference with the regular course of trade will he regarded
social system, in
community as the habit of the Government, and the effect upon our
the present crisis of the country, may he disastrous indeed.
distilleries, the increased price ol the
It must also be observed that, as regards the
spirit to the manufacmaterial works its own remedy, by increasing the cost of the
purchase it, on
to
people
ol
the
means
turer on the one hand, and diminishing the
this, to

the other.
„
,
that our depots should
In every point of view, it is indispensably necessary
food in the neighbournot be opened while there are supplies of oats and other
proportioned to the
hood ; and that when they are opened, it should be at prices
However abundantly the country may be supplied with
nearest market prices.
moment
created
the
immediately
must
be
wheat and oats, an artificial scarcity
plain reason that
our depots are opened at prices below the market price, for the
example ot the
or ought to he expected to, regulate his prices by the
,

,

nobody will,
compared
Government instead of by a reference to the state of the demand for,
merchants are
with the supply of food, upon which alone the calculations ot the
founded.

You

r

.

my

by
which will be sent to you
Exchequer and myself.
will see

official letter

after they

.

that I have ordered specimens ot steel mills,
have been examined by the Chancellor of the
,

,

although not
again making inquiries for an able accountant for you, who,
his place.
equal to Bromley, may yet be able iu some degree to supply

am

I

Treasury Minute.
October 2, 1846.

Write to Commissary- General Carey that my Lords are desirous ot
information in regard to the
availing themselves of his assistance in collecting
if necessary, be
mill power in the islands of Guernsey and Jersey which might,
oats.
engaged for the purpose of grinding Indian corn, barley, or
following
Mr. Carey will lose no time in reporting to this Board on the
^

1st.

The number

of mills

which could be placed

Government.
in each mill.
The price
3 r(q

—
—

at the disposal of

...

.

2nd.— The number
•

of quarters of meal per
,

week which could
„

,

.

.

.

,

,

be ground
„

for grinding each of the above kinds ot grain.
afforded
situation of each mill with reference to the facilities

demanded

The
4th.
for receiving the grain

and embarking the meal.
particulars
My Lords would be glad to be put in possession of any oilier
may enable him
hearing on the subject which Mr. Carey’s local experience
enter into any
It^is not their Lordships’ desire that Mr. Carey should
apprised of the earliest
en°-a°'ement for grinding, but they would wish to be
consigned to the
perm'd at which grain might be landed at Guernsey or Jersey,
owners of mills, to be ground into meal at specified rates.
points
as regards the
above
the
Mr. Carey will, in the first instance, report on
Jersey as he may have
island of Guernsey, adding such information respecting
authority ; and he will afterwards visit
it in his power to furnish, upon good
and
and complete his report on the disposable mill-power in that island,

Jersey
the expediency of employing it
.
f
Agents
Annex the copy of a letter from a correspondent in Jersey to the
particulars on
employed by this Board in purchasing grain, which gives some
to be acted upon.
the subject, but not of a sufficiently definite nature
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Enclosure.
Mr. Blanchard

to Messrs.

Erichsen and Co.
Jersey, September 2,

]

846.

I have your favour of the 29th ult., and in reply to your inquiries respecting the millpower here, I beg to state there is sufficient mill-power here at present unoccupied to
grind 1000 quarters of Indian corn per week.
But our millers, never having ground any
Indian corn, are at a loss to name a price per quarter.
I think your better plan would be to send over 50 quarters, and I will place it in two or
three parties’ hands, and ascertain the lowest price 1 can get it done at.
I suppose you would require the meal to be dressed just like biscuit-meal
merely the bran
to be taken from it.
I shall be happy to undertake the management, and to give it my best

—

attention.

As to commission, much will depend on the quantity manufactured, but I suppose you
would not consider l£ per cent, too much, as a good deal of attention would be required in
and receiving the meal from the millers.
delivering the corn,

Treasury Minute.
October 2, 1846.

Write to tlie Secretory, and request that he will move the Lords of the
Admiralty to direct that such quantities of oatmeal in the Naval Victualling
Storehouses at Deptford, as are not immediately required for the Naval Service,
may be delivered to the order of Messrs. Erichsen and Co., for shipment to
Dublin, in aid of the relief operations in Ireland.
My Lords are informed that the steam-vessels by which it is proposed to
forward this meal leave the river for Dublin, every Tuesday and Friday.
Acquaint Messrs. Erichsen with the above direction, desiring that they will
forward to Sir R. Routli the shipping papers of these supplies, and copies of
them, to this Board, as is the practice in respect to other shipments.
Transmit copy of this Minute to Sir R. Routh, for his information.
Treasury Minute.
October 2, 1846.

Write to the Secretary of the Ordnance, and request that he will state to
the Master-General and Board, that Sir R. Routh has represented to this Board
that it might be of advantage to bring into use, in some parts of Ireland,
a small
kind ol steel mill for the purpose of grinding Indian corn.
Sir R. Routh describes the mill which he would recommend as something like a
coffee-mill, having, however, the teeth sharper and stronger, because Indian°corn
is
much harder than

coffee.

My Lords request that immediate directions may be given for providing and forwarding to this Board one or two mills of the above description, as specimens, with
a view to their being sent to Dublin, after being inspected and approved.
Transmit copy of this Minute to Sir R. Routh for his information.
Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Byham.

We are anxious to have the specimens of
to

you

officially a

Sir R.

Routh

October 10, 1846.
steel mills

about which I wrote

few days ago.

says they are

known by

the name of plantation mills, owing to
their being, or having been, send out for the use of the
plantations in America, and
that they are also used for bruising grain for fodder.
You are, I think, aware that every service in any way connected with the scarcity
in Ireland and Scotland is to be considered as emergent.
.

Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. Traill.
October 5, 1846.

Will you be so kind as to procure for me, and send to me at the Treasury
a handmill, of the simplest form in use in the Shetland
Islands, or anywhere in
your quarter ; and also to inform me at what rate persons could
be found to contract for making a large number, and how soon they
could be delivered ?
Also pray inform
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Lord Monteagle

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Mount Trenchard,

October 10, 1846.

Oun

querns are precisely your Indian hand-mills.
horizontal stones working on each other, with a little hollow on the
surface of one ; a hole or little hopper in the centre.
The handle is fixed
perpendicular to the upper horizontal stone, and more or less removed
central
point or hopper, so as to lengthen the lever or power.
The
from the
whole is fixed into a wooden frame, raised to a convenient height for labour.
It is literally the Scripture mill
It may he worked by one or two women.
“ Two women labouring at one mill,” &c.
They used to be made of some kind of grit or burr stone. The double object
would be gained of extending mill-power, and of employing persous who will
be thrown otherwise on gratuitous relief.
I hope to induce a respectable merchant and baker to come down to Foynes,
and establish a sale of corn and meal, &c. ; baking there on ordinary commercial
principles.
What is wanting, is to try to establish a natural machinery that
will afford supplies, when the artificial machinery of relief committees can
be dispensed with. I have prevailed on my colleagues here to adopt my views
of not selling at a loss ; but in most committees the other course is adopted.
It is impossible to carry your rules into effect respecting the boundaries
or number of relief committees ; but two amendments will set this right
after
“consisting of two parishes,” insert or “parts of parishes ;” and after your list
of persons add, “together with such other persons as the Lieutenant shall,
“ in reference to the peculiarity of the district, recommend.”
With this explanation it null do.

Two

:

—

Mr. Traill to Mr. Trevelyan.
Castlehill, October 10,

1846.

yesterday received your letter of the 5th, just as I was setting out for
Mr. Loch, to make arrangements for the employment
of the people in works connected with the British Fishery’s establishment
I

Wick,

at the request of

there.
I had directed a letter to be written to my correspondent in Lerwick, desiring
to forward to you by the first steamer, a specimen of the hand-mill used in
Shetland but on further inquiry I found that the steamer has ceased for the
would have been considerable difficulty and great delay in
I subsequently was informed by a clergyman who had been for
it.
some time stationed in Shetland, that the hand-mill to which you allude, is
simply the quern, used in various parts of the North of Scotland. A friend of
mine at Wick, being possessed of one of these, I requested him to forward it to
you, and I expect you will have it in the course of next week.
Should you find it expedient to make use of this rather primitive invention,
I would recommend you to have the stones prepared by Messrs.
‘Donald and
Leslie, of the Marble Works, Aberdeen.
I should have recommended this
even if the communication with Shetland had been open, as I have no doubt
that these gentlemen will execute your order with much more dispatch than
could have been do.ie by the workmen of the country.

him

;

season, so that there

obtaining

.

M

Mr. Henderson to Mr. Trevelyan.
Wick, October

10, 1846.

Mr. Traill having mentioned to me your wish to have a specimen of a
hand-mill or “quern,”. I have forwarded one per. steamer to your address,
which I happened to have in my possession.
That sent is not one of the best specimens of these primitive
as they are

you a

now

mills, but

entirely out of use in this county, it will be difficult to get

better.

The mode in which these mills are wrought is by placing the stones on
a plank, raised to a convenient height from the ground one person then turns
the uppermost stone by the upright handle, and another feeds the mill with
;
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corn through the hole in the top, and the meal falls from between the stones
on a sheet spread to receive it.
Sometimes the mill is wrought by a person seated on the ground with a leg
on each side.
They are frequently larger and Aveightier than the specimen sent.
Unless the corn is highly dried, which is done in a cast-iron pot, the mill does
not answer well, and the meal is seldom made into cakes, but used with milk
without further cooking.
When smuggling prevailed in the North, these mills were found convenient
for grinding malt when the water-mills Avere stopped from frost.
I have Avitten by Mr. Traill’s desire to Shetland on the subject of your letter,
and if they have there hand-mills of a superior description, one Avill be sent you,
Avith the other information you require.
As I kept the “ quern” merely as a curiosity, you are quite Avelcome to
retain

it.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Henderson.
October 29, 1846.

I

have delayed my

referred to in

it

reply to your letter, dated 10th instant, until the quern
it now has, and I beg to thank you both for the
me the quern, and for the satisfactory explana-

had arrived, which

trouble you have taken in sending
tions which your letter contains.

I have procured another quern from the west of Ireland, and a hand-mill, preon the same principle, from the museum at the India House, and by putting
all three into the hands of skilful Avorkpeople, I hope to be able to produce something which may be of service, at least during this temporary deficiency of grinding power.
I shall hold your quern at your disposal.
It looks as if it had come doAvn from
remote times, and is a curious relic of a bygone state of manners.
cisely

Mr.

By ham

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Office of Ordnance, October 12, 1846.
In reply to your note of the 10th instant, I have the honour, by diBoard of Ordnance, to transmit herewith, for the information of
the Lords of the Treasury, the copy of a communication, Avhich the Board have
received from the Principal Storekeeper’s Department, respecting the provision
of the Steel Mills alluded to in your note above quoted. And I am to acquaint you
that, so soon as the mills are received, they Avill be transmitted to the Treasury,
for their Lordships’ inspection, directions having been given to the Department
of the Principal Storekeeper, for the preparation of the mills to be hastened, and
a copy of your note sent to that officer for his guidance.
I am further to acquaint you, in reply to the concluding paragraph of your
note, that all matters connected with the subject of the scarcity in Ireland and
Scotland, which come before the Board, receive their immediate attention.

rection of the

Enclosure.
Mr. Porrett to Mr. Byham.
Principal Storekeeper's Office, Tower,
October 9, 1846.
I

have

to refer to the orders of the Board,

8th October, 1846,

signifying the

Lords of the Treasury to be furnished with one or two specimens of hand cornwheat in Ireland.
I have accordingly to state, that having made the best inquiry in my power in London,
I find that the common steel mill, such as used for coffee, is in principle the most useful for
the grinding of Indian corn, by hand labour, the cylinder being cut and tempered especially
desire of the

mills for grinding

for the latter

purposes.
The prices vary according to
herewith.

the size, as will be seen

by the papers which

I

submit

Mr. White’s mills do not appear to me, in point of usefulness, inferior to those of Mr.
Savage, and he is much cheaper.
I have, therefore, ordered him to make two mills, calculated for the labour of oue man
one upon an independent stand of iron, which will cost 51. 11s., and one without stand, which
may be fixed to a post at 41. 10s.
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These prices are for a single mill. Should a quantity be required, they would be about. 15
per cent. less. As the mills are kept only in very small quantities, time must be allowed for
making such as would be required for grinding Indian corn.
Immediately the two pattern-mills are received, they shall be forwarded to the Board.

Mr. Byham

Mr. Trevelyan.

to

Office of Ordnance, October 12, 1846.
With reference to the Board’s communication of this day’s date, I have
the honour, by direction of the Board of Ordnance, to transmit herewith, for
the inspection of the Lords of the Treasury, the two steel mills, together with
three samples of meal.

Treasury Minute on the above.
October 13, 1846.

Transmit copies of the two letters from the Board of Ordnance, of the 12th
and of and of their respective enclosures (including the three specimens
of meal), to Sir R. Routh for his information, and state that the two handmills referred to therein have been forwarded to him, and desire that he will
pay the cost of them out of the funds at his disposal.
instant,

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Melvill.
October 17, 1846.

If there happens to be a common Indian hand-mill in the museum at the
India House, or anywhere else within your reach, I shall be much obliged to you
to send it to me, and it shall be duly returned.
As several millions of people in Ireland and Scotland, who have hitherto lived
upon potatoes, are now obliged to have recourse to corn, the existing mill-power
is insufficient for the occasion, and it has been suggested (not I think without
reason) that hand-mills might furnish a cheap and readily available temporary
resource.
I have procured specimens from the Shetland Islands, and from the west of
Ireland, of the hand-mills which are still used in those districts under the name
of querns ; but I think the Indian hand-mill, with which our daily supply of
grain used to be ground in camp, is the simplest and best of all, for which reason
I wish to procure a specimen, from which numerous others might be made by
contract at the different stone-works in the United Kingdom, if it should be so

determined.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle,

Dublin, October 24, 1846.

Adverting to your letter No. 331, of the 14th instant, advising the
orders which the Right Honourable my Lords’ Commissioners of Her Majesty’s
Treasury had directed to be given for the supply of two portable mills for service in Ireland, I have the honour to acquaint you that they have been since
received, and yesterday I examined them minutely, and had them tried in the
presence of competent persons.

The

mill and wheel on the post
That on the iron stand

is

.

Mats and packing

.

.

.

.

Freight from England,
Total amount

£5 16

charged

.

.

.

.

5

0

110

£11

7

0

5

12

0
0
0

£12 14

0

The first-mentioned of these on the post, though the most expensive, is
intended to be a fixture, and unless it were so, the post would move too much
in its socket to resist the pressure.
That on the iron stand is, I think, the best, as being more portable, but the
iron-work is not solid, and the diameter of the wheels of both is too small.
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Since their arrival

I

have received an

offer

u3

,

from Messrs. Samuel Gatchell

and Sons of Dublin, to supply me with a mill precisely of the same
description
as that on the iron stand oi Mr. James White, except that it is
more solid and

more powerful, and altogether more strongly made, and the diameter
of the
wheel
considerably larger.
His charge is 5/. for each mill, with an
deliver six weekly, and 3/. for those on the post, but which
I have not
I have purchased one at 51, and I think as the offer of
this house is
spot, that it will not be necessary to

more advantageous, being on the
new order to Mr. James White.

offer to

yet seen
so

much

send anv
J

I shall take an early opportunity of forwarding two to
Belmullett, two to
and the same number to Westport, after due communication
with the
officers at those ports, and I shall give the same information
to the several
Relief Committees, in case they feel disposed to purchase this
article on their
own account.

Glifden,

Treasury Minute on

the above.

October 27, 1846.
my Lords approve of his proceedings in this
being understood that only a limited number of hand mills will
be
to be deposited as specimens in the Commissariat offices in those parts of the west of Ireland, where
such articles are
likely to be most required.

Write to Sir R. Routh that

matter,

sent

it

by him on Government account,

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, October 2, 1846.
I have the honour to lay before you, for the information
of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a report
from
Commissary-General Hewetson of his journey to Cork and Caherciveen, with
a
view of determining the plan of loading the “ Madagascar,” and of

inspecting
Cahirciveen as a third depot on the coast of Kerry, and generally to
obtain a more
intimate knowledge of the interior of that county and of its localities, as
applicable
to

Commissariat purposes.

Enclosure.
Commissary-General Hewetson

to Sir

R. Routh.
Tralee, September 29, 1846.

You are aware I left Limerick on Friday night on Saturday I visited
Haulbowline,
and examined the old biscuit disposable there for our service, and
which I find in very good
:

order.

shall not enter into particulars touching its distribution
to the several depots
suffice
they were in accordance with your directions, and ere this, Sligo
and Westport will have been
supplied.
I also visited the “ Madagascar” frigate, fitted for
a floating depot; she is partly
I

•

loaded with the remainder of the Indian meal, destined for the
Shannon, say 1386 sacks and
would take on board 16o0bagsof biscuit : I look for her at Tarbert
about the end of the
week.
In consequence of an outbreak at Youghal, which called for
the employment of all the
(
Queen s steamers at Cove, I was obliged to give up my intended visit
by sea to Skibbereen, and
proceed direct overland to Caherciveen.
The only building fit for our purpose, in which to
place a reserve depot, in that town, is the property
of Mr. Maurice O’Conneli, M.P. which
on learning my object, he at once offered to place at
my disposal, without any charge for rent •
some small repairs and additions necessary for its security to
be made at our cost. I have
required a person, who will undertake to accomplish
these, to send me a memorandum of its
expense—-I should say about 12/.
The timber made use of may be sold at the expiration of
the service; but I shall again report to
you, previously to acquainting Mr. O'Connell, whether
we shall or not avail ourselves of his offer. Caherciveen
is a very good position for a depot
for
tnat part ol Kerry including Valencia, and
accessible by steamers close up to the town. Dingle
1 was not able to visit,
the Coast-guard officers, to whom I applied to put me across the
bay,
not deeming it prudent to risk the passage
in such weather in their open boats.
h ®nclos d are copies of my communications to Mr. Hill and
to the Secretary of the
f
t? }. ?
ie* Committee, Valencia, in
reply to applications made for supplies.
I have had interviews with the Killarney, Caherciveen, and Tralee
Committees ; tile first and last have made
arrangements to purchase supplies for present
use from the trade. I have taken care to
impress upon them the necessity of their using
every exertion to purchase food, to be indepen ent of our reserve
that even those would not be finally complete, and brought
info
operation, until the arrival of importations
into the United Kingdom from the United States
W
canuot be obtained before the end of November and
that even then except under
;
pressing emergency, they will not
be available for large towns. I have likewise called their
.

—

.
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to purchasing wheat and
and also that of the Valencia and Cahirciveen Committees,
it into whole meal.
,
and as there is
The Tralee Committee have called for tenders for 100 tons of barley meal,
oats, the produce ot the presen.
an abundant supply in the market of wheat, barley, and
Indian corn and meal can be largely impoited,
harvest, these grains should be made use of until
.•
.1
and had at moderate cost.
,,
inquiries as to the time the
made
many
parts,
other
and
Kerry
through
I have, in travelling
land )
in some parts
potatoes may be expected to last. The accounts are conflicting:
1
localities, October only,
even until C hr ismas, others all November; and again, in some
cooking by the peasantry
have cone into the fields and cabins, and examined those digging and
and partially diseased, and when cooked
I found them generally small
for their dailv meal
flavor, as when in a sound state.
not possessing that farinaceous appearance, or palatable
Committees a mass
The late relief operations have, no doubt, had the effect of bringing upon
previously suffering more or ess from
though
who,
supplied,
be
to
clamorous
of people
lost to them by the failure of the potato
destitution, depended upon other sources for food, now
I would here observe, that Kenmare
afternoon, via Tarbert.
crop.
I return to Limerick this
circumstances should
and Killorglin are both points where depots can be formed hereafter, if
Madashortly completed, and the
require it but I should hope that the three which will be
At KenSkibbereen.
gascar ” at Tarbert, will suffice for the whole of this seaboard trom
that 1 should be
mare, the only building to be had is in such bad and insecure condition
attention,
grinding'

.

...

.

.

.

•

W

;

;

extremelyloth to occupy-it.

Treasury Minute on

tlie

above.

October 6, 1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh, acknowledging the receipt of this letter and the accomnot appear to
panying report from Commissary-General Hewetson, which does
require any particular remark.
Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

Seepage

63.

Castle, October 3, 1846.

receipt of your letter^ No. 305,
I have the honour to acknowledge the
which the Right Honourable
dated 30th ultimo, communicating to me the views
ot the nature ot
my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, entertained
communicate these instructions to
the present emergency in Ireland, and I shall
information and guidance.
the officers in charge of the depots, for their

Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. Morrison.
October 3, 1846.

the demands for silver coin for
I think it right to mention to you, that
necessary that the utmost
Ireland are likely to be very urgent, and it is therefore
into a working condition.
activity should take place in putting the Mint again

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Commissary-General Hewetson.
October 3, 1846.
extracted

Can you inform me what gave rise to the statement overleaf,
from the “ Limerick Chronicle V
ever contemplated acting, without
I do not for a moment suppose that you
essential points in your
authority, so directly in contravention of one of the most
thought if the particularity of
instructions, and I should not give the matter a
did not seem to point
assertion (“ to be delivered monthly in this district ),
the
to

some circumstance which would explain the mistake.

meal should be removed from
It is so desirable that the remainder of the
vessels are
at the earliest possible date, that if Admiralty
purpose, which
not forthcoming, private vessels ought, I think, to be hired for the
going to Limerick
you could no doubt manage through Mr. Cummins, without

Haulbowline to Limerick,

for the east, as well as the west of
is utterly out of our power to undertake
measures of the merIreland, and we must therefore take care not to derange the
chants, or relieve them from their responsibility.

^ It

Extract.
of
“ The Commissariat Department, are inquiring for a supply of 2,000 tons
« Indian meal, to be delivered monthly in this district.”

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.
Routh

Sir R.

to

115

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle, Dublin, October
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117

Mr. Tuevelyan.
The

Castle, Dublin, October 5, 1846.

I am not able, not from want of matter but want of time, to write this
i have
evening further than a few lines,
an extraordinary letter from Youghall,
which I must submit to you, but I have not time to-day. I have had a deputation
from Galway, who are very earnest to obtain a supply of meal from the depot; we
have about 300 tons there, our price 14 1. They implore it as the means of giving
them time to grind, and they state, which is true, that the millers cannot send their
meal and flour into the interior except under strong escorts, arising from the
apprehension of the people that there is not a sufficient supply in the town. There
They have voted from thenis a sad rabble at Galway and its neighbourhood.
city funds a sum of 500£., and they have 600£. left of last year, to purchase and
grind home produce, but they want time to prepare it.
This is their story, and I
Under the circumstances I would not hesitate,
have promised a reply to-morrow.
but I fear the precedent. I shall see Mr. Labouchere and the Lord Lieutenant,
and act in concert.
I shall inquire about the remains at Haulbowline, in which I think there is some

error, but even then the quantity of biscuit is too small.
On Wednesday next I shall commence my reports for the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, and send them regularly Wednesdays and Saturdays. The mass of
things that come before me to be expedited, and the interruptions I cannot avoid,
have occasioned the delay ; but I am getting into order, and I already feel the
advantage of Mr. Bishop, and think I shall be able to get on in the accounts with
Mr. Cameron came to the office for a few hours to-day.
his assistance.
I think you are succeeding very well with Mr. Erichsen, who appears to be very
It is very difficult to judge of the actual state of supply in
regular and attentive.
but 1 should not be surprised if even the
this country, where everybody hoards
stock of potatoes were much greater than we imagine, and therefore I am altogether of your opinion to keep our depots in reserve.
I like, also, your plan of
buying afloat it does not affect the markets here and in England, where our
appearance in a large way might tend to produce a scarcity, by encouraging speculators and high prices, and increasing apprehensions.
The prices will fall in
December, but now they are certainly doing us good, for ours is the best market,
and we shall get all that is going. I am very sanguine about the result. I only
fear that in the spring there may be a difficulty in finding freight equal to the
quantity the Americans, can spare us.
I see the harvest is quoted at 480 to
500 millions of bushels of Indian corn, of which they can spare near a fifth.
Freight is always scarce in the south, and they do not like to ship entire cargoes of
Indian corn ; it is generally mixed with cotton and other goods. Our merchants
should think of this, and send shipping.
are quite ready for the plantation steel hand-mills.
This is, I think, the
;

;

We

name.

Commissary-General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Limerick. October 5, 1846.

I am as much in the dark and surprised as you are, touching the statement you have sent me, extracted from the “ Limerick Chronicle,” which having

—

—

been absent in Kerry, and seldom having leisure to look into the newspapers -I
had not before seen it shall, however, be contradicted.
You are perfectly right in not for a moment supposing I could think of acting
in any shape without due authority
I only regret you should have deemed it
necessary to say this much.
I know too well, in the position in which I am
placed, the necessity of using the greatest caution in all my proceedings ; and I am
so strongly impressed with tikis feeling, that it rules all my actions.
The supplies have some time since been all removed from Haulbowline, the
only remaining are about 500 sacks of meal and 1000 bags of the old biscuit,
which I have held back to stock the reserve depot I have but just returned from
fixing at Caherciveen.
The 6000 bags of new Navy biscuit in store there (Haulbowline) in charge of the naval storekeeper, is at our disposal if called for.
I expect reinforcements of troops will immediately be wanting in Ireland.
Here,
demands for military protection are coming in thick upon the commanding officer
of the district, and he is now sending off a company of infantry to Killarney, where
:

:
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the people are in a very excited state.
There are so many detachments of cavalry
and infantry out, the strength of this garrison, looking to the feverish state of the
adjacent country, is wofully diminished.
I should wish to see a line-of-battle
ship from the squadron of evolution anchored in the Lower Shannon, either at
Tarbert or Foynes; it would afford an excellent addition to our moveable force,
and command respect. But you will say I am going out of my course on this
subject.

The quantity of wheat and oats coming daily into this city for exportation is
very large, as also at the neighbouring ports.
The mill power, too, is becoming in
I have tried Captain Perceval’s receipt with the whole corn
it was
;
steeped 12 hours in cold water, and well boiled three hours and a half the next
morning.
I have just eaten half a plateful for my luncheon ; it is excellent, either
with salt alone, or with a little fat or butter ; and as the cotter seldom wants for
fuel in this country (turf), he has no dithculty in the cooking.
No man, woman,
or child can cry starvation on such nutritious food: I trust December will bring
abundance of it into the United Kingdom.
An unfortunate fracas has just occurred at Castle Connell, eight miles from
hence.
A detachment ot the 88th Regiment, on their march to Cork to embark
request.

for foreign service, appears to have had some grudge against the police
they
;
attacked the police-station in the night.
The result is, one soldier badly shot, and
a countryman of the village who joined the soldiers killed.
The row lias nothing
want ; no doubt the attacking party were drunk.

to do with

Mr. Robertson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
London, October

notice in the journals

5,

1846.

day or two since some embarrassments in the
on Indian corn, imported in the cob or in the ear.
Our invariable rule in the United States is to
count two for one ; say two bushels of corn in the ear will measure or produce
one bushel of shelled corn, varying at no time more than a mere fraction, sometimes more and sometimes less ; this you may easily prove by what is now in the
warehouse. I take the liberty of mentioning this to you, as I feel persuaded there
will be large amounts imported in the ear.
If corn is imported in bulk, mixed
I

Customs in

a

Ireland, in regard to the duties to be estimated

together, the shelled and in the ear, it is less liable to heat, and in truth the
greatest preservative, the cob absorbing the moisture, and occupying (in that way)
no increased space, the corn being packed in the cob by Him who perfects all
The corn will actually occupy a greater space, after being separated from
the cob, than it previously occupied, including the cob.
The corn is separated in the United States from the cob by what is termed a
corn-sheller, costing ll. to 21 ; one man with it will do more than 10 men
threshing.
things.

.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Robertson.
Treasury, October 6, 1846.

I feel indebted to you for the information with which you have kindly
furnished me in your letter of yesterday’s date, on the practice in the United States
in regard to the relative proportions of Indian corn in the ear and when shelled,
and other matters connected therewith but, before making use of it, I am anxious
;

to have your assistance in clearing up a point
sons who are not familiar with the subject.

which may appear obscure

to per-

Is there not, at least, an apparent inconsistency in the following two passages
of your letter, a copy of which I send herewith, as you may find it convenient to

refer to

*

it ?

“ Our invariable rule in the United States is to count two for one
say, two
“ bushels of corn in the ear, will measure or produce one bushel of shelled corn.”
“ The corn will actually occupy a greater space after being separated from the
“ cob, than it previously
occupied, including the cob.”
I have no doubt it is capable of explanation
but, before writing to our officers,
I wish to be able to make the matter perfectly plain to them.
,

;
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Mr. Robertson to Mr. Trevelyan.
London, October 7, 1846.
in receipt of your favour of the 6t,h instant, and do
not feel surprised
on reflection, at the difficulty you experience in reconciling my
I

AM

apparent inconbut if you had been familiar with the article, you would
have perfectly
understood me. You are aware how much bulk corn in the ear must take,
sistency

;

thrown

into a measure by

itself, leaving large spaces, but if filled with shelled
corn, the interI do not know that I can explain it to you
sufficiently
but if you will direct them in Ireland to take two bushels of corn in the
ear
and then shell it, throwing the cobs away, they will find just one
bushel of
shelled corn ; and then if they will take a single ear, roll it up
in paper, and then
draw it out, leaving the form and bulk of the whole ear, and then shell the corn
and put it back in the paper, you will find the paper will barely hold
it ; but
when you throw the ears in a measure by themselves, they will occupy double
the
space of the grain when separated from the cob.
Do instruct them to make the
experiment in Ireland. If you had a bushel of ears of corn before you,
the matter
I think, would be very plain.

would be occupied.

stices

well

;

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
October 5, 1846.

HAVE

much satisfaction from observing from your letter, dated
mind about the proper mode of managing our
°
and that you have begun to act fairly on our united views.
I hope nothing will induce you to establish a new
depot, or to reopen an old
one, the issues from which you have not good reason to
believe you will be
I

derived

we

3rd instant, that

are of one

depots,

able

to maintain.

It is better that the people should depend upon their
unassisted
exertions for procuring food, than that they should
be induced to rely upon us,
and be afterwards left without resource, owing to the impossibility
of our supr
plying such great multitudes.
*

The Government establishments are strained to the utmost in this service, and
we are buying as much as we can venture to buy without raising prices to a
degree

which must attract attention, and lead to a counter-pressure against
the Government in this country.
I had a conference with Lord Auckland to-day
at the Admiralty, and we

agreed ^upon immediately carrying into effect the following measures
1.
1 wo frigates to befitted out as store-ships for the north-western coast
of
Scotland, to be laden with 700 tons of meal each.
2. An additional steam-engine to be set up at
Plymouth, by which the powers
of that mill will be doubled
and
;
3. Orders to be sent to the Commissariat Officers
in charge at Malta to buy,
and to the Admiral Superintendent to grind, as much Indian corn
as possible in
the Admiralty mill at that place, and to send the first cargo
to Limerick, and
the subsequent cargoes as you may advise.
I have also made arrangements for procuring
millpower in the Channel Islands,
which I shall make use of to the extent to which I can supply grain.

It is important that you should keep me constantly
advised* of the destinations
which you wish us to give to the different cargoes of corn and meal.
The best
plan will be for you to send me, at least, a weekly list
of the different depots,
noting the relative urgency of their being replenished,
taking care to distinguish
corn and meal according to the local means of grinding.

have made inquiries through other channels besides the Ordnance about
In India, handmills, of the simplest construction, are in general use;
merely one small round stone, fitted with a groove
into another, with a hole in
the middle of the upper stone, into which the
grain is put, and a handle on the
I

handmills.

side

and

;

I imagine that the querne, which I understand is still in use
in some
is something of the same kind.
Could you procure a querne
it to me
for if it is merely composed of two stones, like our Indian
might have large numbers made, without much delay, at a moderate exand sent to Ireland to be distributed where they are required. I have also

pai ts of Ireland,

and send

;

mills, I

pense,

written to the Shetland Islands for a specimen.
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Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Labouchere.
October 5, 1846.

It belongs to the province of the Lord Lieutenant to determine, in communication with the country gentlemen, whether rye or here, or any other seed
not at present available in this country, should be imported, to help to supply the
And my object in writing
void occasioned by the failure olthe potato cultivation.
procure any such
to you on the subject is merely to say, that if it be resolved to
Commissaries,
seed, I am ready 'to get the necessary supply, either through our
who are stationed in every colony, or by means of agency which I could employ in
foreign countries.

Commissary-General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Limerick, October 6, 1846.
2nd, it seems you are under the
In looking this morning at yours of the
our establishment and supplies
impression that delay had taken place in removing
At the commencement,
from Cork and Haulbowline ; but this is not the case.
the steamers as soon as
when the Treasury Minute first appeared, we did not get
and exchanging troops between
looked for, as they were employed in removing
that service was performed,
Plymouth, Dublin, Liverpool, and Cove; but when
moved down the river
we went on rapidly; in the meantime the supplies were
Dee,
the “ Rhadamanthus,
from Cork in lighters to Haulbowline, and
“ Pluto” steamers, besides a hired vessel, the
V‘
Stromboli,” “ Alban,” and
depots on this
« Humility,” were all actively employed between that place and our
the 20th ult., and
about
vacated
were
Cork
at
granaries
The mills and
coast.
Skibbereen and Dmgle were
the buildings all given up ; the new reserve depots at
finally, what remained, lodged here
supplied, as were° Sligo and Westport, and
now moored at larbeit.
and in the “Madagascar" frigate, our floating depot,
think the service was well
Considering we had latterly to work in the equinox, I
“ Humility, was taken, as her
done: the only hired vessel engaged, the smack
the river from Castle Townsend to
quite
up
going
her
of
admitted
draft of water
the impression, as belore
Skibbereen. I merely recapitulate this much to remove
observed,

yon seem

to

have entertained.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, October 6, 1846.
you the reply of Deputy Assistant Commissary-General
represented to the O’ Conor Don.
Campbell, in relation to the case which was
I

transmit

to

We

are reducing the
to you.
the other reports reach me, I shall send them
preparatory to their entire disconconstabulary issues to two days in the week,
tinuance for the time being.

As

Enclosure.
Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Campbell

Routh.

to Sir It.

Longford, October 5 1846
,

.

the O’Conor Don, written to the
Having, in consequence of the representation to you of
constabulary, and constable, at Castlerea, on the
stipendiary magistrate, sub-inspector of
Mr. Young on our issues, I find the impression
influence slpposld to have been exercised by
1

accommodation in
of Lord Mount Sandford, and gavevus
on Ins Lorthihip s behalf, issued provisions
house of his, in which he himself occasionally, and
during the time our constable
under first cost to the poor but not, as I undemtood,
Constable Irwin being a
Mr Young is a man of high character and humanity, and Headdisposed to act with stuct
fully believe,
a man of sell and excellent character, and, as I
being under the same
even to observation, much less impropriety, in

™'m]\ Young^" thsTunder-agent

I

;

impartiality, the liability
a •
,
roof, I confess did not strike me.
Amd
t
as embracing the subject (ana
Mr. Wray, the magistrate, whose letter I beg to enclose,
at on
to,) seems, however to admit tl
without wailing for these from the others written
him to lookout
house is objectionable; and I have, therefore, requested
.

:

occupying the same
for

some other

all
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SlIi

’
Castlcrca, October 4, 1846.
Ar
this
be a d*y »f
yet I feel it right to reply to your letter
of
yesterday without delay. What gave nse.l presume, to the report of unfair
distribution of food
lrom your sub-depot here, is the fact of your store of public property, and
Lord Mount Sand
ord s store of private property, being in one and the same house,
which I thought and think
objectionable, if it could be avoided. I am quite satisfied that
Mr. Young did not. ’(so far as T
could hear) at all interfere witli the public issue and also, that even when
;
distributing the sunnlv
of food provided by him on my Lord Mount Sandford’s private account
he was not exclusive to
their own tenantry ; however, it is possible, and not improbable,
he may have given more of it to
some than to others. I believe in my heart, that Mead Constable Irwin did his
utmost to sunnlv
the poorest creatures indiscriminately, yet he may have been
imposed upon; and I form this
opinion of that officer s conduct, as I have myself taken some
pains and some liberty too
m watching over the issues, when I had time; which, indeed, I feel to be the duty of every
J
public officer, under existing circumstances.
I am

-™°«™

,

Deputy Assistant Commissary -General Campbell.

j Wray.

Treasury Minute.
October 6, 1846.

White

the Commissariat officer in charge at Malta that Sir
Lucius
Curtis, the Rear-Admiral Superintendent at Malta, will
be instructed forthwith to
cause all the available mill power at the disposal of the naval
department at that
be employed, until further orders, in grinding meal for the relief
of the
in parts of tile United Kingdom, owing to the
failure of the
to

.

station, to

distress prevailing

potato crop.
.

is

Tlle ra!n is t0 ba purchased and supplied to the mills by the
g
Commissariat and
to consist altogether of Indian corn, if a sufficient supply
of that description of
is to be obtained ; hut if this should prove not to
be the case,

gram
to

be provided; and, in the

some

last resort, wheat,

quality.

then barley is
of an inferior but of a perfectly whole3

It appears to my Lords that it will be expedient to
secure at once, either by
purchases in the market or by contracts for cargoes afloat,
such quantities of

gram

as will suffice to

local circumstances

may

keep the

mills at

work

for three or four

months unless

he of sufficient weight to justify the adoption of a different

course.

On

my Lords are pleased to dispense with the observordinary rules prescribed by the Commissariat regulations,
of obtaining
supplies by public advertisement
and they authorize the officer in charge of the
;
department at Malta to employ for the purpose a broker of well-known
respectance

tills

particular occasion,

ot the

ability, with whom he will communicate
confidentally, and whose advice and
recommendations will be of essential service in regulating his (the
Commissariat

officer s) pi-oceedings.

He will receive by the present opportunity two copies of the
before Parliament, of correspondence explanatory of the
measures
ment

Bine Book laid
taken by Governwhich he will deliver to Sir Lucius
the covers of those books to some passages which
and grinding Indian corn, according to tlle practice success-

lor the relief of distress in Ireland, one of

A reference is made on

Curtis.

re ate to kiln-drying
fully

adopted

in this country.

Tonnage is to be secured in the usual manner by the naval department for
the
conveyance of the meal, and the first cargo is to be sent to
Limerick, consigned to
Commissary-General

Hewetson, and instructions will be hereafter forwarded

respecting the subsequent cargoes.

He will communicate these instructions to the officer commanding, requesting
his
assistance in case he should require it, and
he will specially acknowledg? the
receipt thereof, and report his proceedings for
their Lordships’ information, as soon
as lus arrangements are matured.
It is desired that

every possible despatch

may

be observed in the execution of this

service.

Transmit a copy of this Minute to Sir R. Routh, and desire that he
will inform
to what ports he would recommend that the meal
ground at Malta

my Lords

should be sent.
Write to the Secretary of the Admiralty, transmitting to him
a copy of the
aforegoing Minute, and requesting that
lie will lay the same before the Board of
Admiralty for their information.

Q
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Mr.

Trevelyan

to

Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson.
Treasury, October

1846.

6,

Adverting to the official letter of yesterday’s date, by which you were
Naval departdirected to make purchases of grain to be ground into meal by the
Comptroller of Victualment, I now send you a copy of a memorandum from the
resources of the island
lino- on the mill-power and cooperage at Malta, and the
in grain.
.
gram should be purchased at
It is my wish, that a considerable quantity of
to be procured, or, if not,
once, consisting altogether of Indian corn, if it is
inferior but
partly of Indian corn, and partly of barley, oats, or wheat, ot an
.

.

wholesome

quality.

.

,

.

.

,

.

You will understand that a preference is to be given to the above descriptions
that, at all events, it is
of grain, in the order in which they are specified ; but
some one or more of these
essential to secure, without delay, a large supply of
kinds of grain.
The grain purchased

.

be paid for by

is to

bills at

par on

this

Hoard.

Enclosure.
October 5, 1846.

Memorandum

There are at Malta, 20 pair of stones, worked by mules, and 12
new victualling establishment, to be worked by steam.
The former may perhaps yield half as much meal as the latter.
The

latter are, it is

said,

ready

for

work, but I

am

not aware of any

pair of stones in the

official

report to tha

private windFormerly, when there was a large naval force employed in the Mediterranean,
which there are many, but such has not been the case lately. If required,

mills were used, of

many may

no doubt be hired.
There can always be purchased at Malta, the following descriptions oi gram, &c.
Wheat, in general, a large quantity is kept.
“ Lava stones.
Wheat, from Odessa, is good, but hard, and can be ground only with
Egyptian wheat is of an inferior quality, and biscuit made from it not liked.
Oats are in general to be had in abundance.
.

.

.

:

Barley

is

not so abundant.

They are both said to be of good quality.
There is on the victualling establishment at Malta, one head cooper, under whom two or
and occasionally, when
three working coopers are generally employed on the provisions in store ;
wanted, in making flour casks from such as may have been returned from ships, including oati»
'I

meal and peas casks.
Coopers form a numerous

class at

Malta, and

may

be hired in considerable numbers,

if

wanted, as has often been the case.
The number of casks in store at Malta, on the 30th June last, is shown on the margin ; and
until such further supa sufficient quantity of staves, of various kinds, can he obtained there
sawn up from Quebec staves at Deptford, as may be deemed necessary, can
.

Q

0 plies of scantling,
1

be sent

out.

S
Under all circumstances it is submitted, that so far as relates to the casks to be provided,
order as many casks of the size
1
Sir Lucius Curtis should be directed by the overland mail to
be manufactured as expeditiously as posf of a half-barrel, each containing about' 168 lbs., to
procured at
4 sible, either from materials in store, or from such as, it is understood, can be
may be required to contain the
Malta,
so flagged as to render them impervious to water, as
n
Hiring such a number of
d meal to be ground from corn to be provided by the Commissariat.
>

f

coopers as may be necessary for the purpose, and reporting to their Lordships by the first
overland mail, whether any, and what number, of Quebec scantling will be required as well
that they may, be sent out from
as what number of iron hoops will be wanted, in order
;

3

Deptford.

Captain Larcom to Mr. Trevelyan.

Board

of

Works

,

October 6, 1846.

In your letter read to us to-day by Colonel Jones, you overlook the crop
produced
It has been enormous this year in Ireland, and must have
mutton, and wool, which are convertible into grain.
Our quays are crowded with cattle.
I do not know whether it is general in other parts of Europe.

of grass.
beef,

Mr. Pierce

Mahon

to the

Earl

of

Clarendon.

The Stephens Green Club, October
I

came here

fidently expect that

Printed

image

digitised

6,

1846.

conyesterday, and at last I can assure your Lordship, that I
The Governmen
are all safe from famine in Ireland.
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have, at last, boldly entered upon the task (difficult, no doubt), of providing for
the people ; and in return, they may be assured of the most strenuous and devoted
support from the higher class, of all sects and parties, in this country.
The proclamation from the Lord-Lieutenant, which appears in the Dublin Evening Post
now sent, will remove all just causes for alarm, and if the Government can supply
a sufficient number of depots with Indian meal, throughout the counties of Cork,

Kerry, Clare, Galway, and Mayo, until aid can be procured through the mercantile energy of the country, if it exists on this side of the channel, the severity
of
the present pressure will cease by the 1st December.
want, and must have depots for food, to be opened only in case of need, to
supply the wants of the people.
want troops in each principal town to protect the inhabitants from rioters,
and to patrol the districts in which they may be quartered.

We
We

We want a rigid

system of task-work to be introduced, and let it be aided by
the poor-house relief, even to the objectionable extent of giving food at the door,
sooner than employing on the day labour system.
The intended meeting in Dublin will be now abandoned, as the promoters of it
must be satisfied with Lord Bessborough’s proclamation.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle,

Dublin, October 7, 1846.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
No. 314,
dated 5th instant, transmitting to me the Minute of the Right Honourable the
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury in relation to the purchase of
grain by the Commissariat at Malta, and the grinding thereof into meal by the
naval department at that island
and I beg to suggest to you that, as there are
more than 20 mills in the Queen’s bakery at Malta under the superintendence of
the Commissariat, it is probable that these means at the disposal of the
department
may be made to contribute to this operation.
It appears to me that my Lords have very judiciously selected Limerick
as the
port to which the first cargo should be sent, and I should recommend the continuance of the same system, and that Limerick should be made a general port of
consignment for all cargoes shipped from Malta.
;

Treasury Minute on

the above.

October 9, 1846.
Transmit a copy of this letter to the officer in charge of the Commissariat in
Malta, for his information and guidance with reference to the letter of this Board
of the 6th instant.
State that if a quantity of grain can be purchased more than sufficient to keep
all the mills in Malta which are employed by the naval department
constant
work, it is their Lordships’ desire that the mills at the disposal of the Commissariat
may also be made use of to the utmost extent to which they are available.
Observe that the instructions already transmitted from this Board relate to the
necessity of kiln-drying Indian corn before it is ground, and describe the
process
successfully employed in the United Kingdom in respect to that kind of grain
; and
my Lords rely on the local experience of the officers superintending the operation
of grinding in Malta to determine whether, supposing the propriety should
be
admitted of kiln-drying any other kind of grain purchased by the Commissariat,
some modification of the process, as described in the Instructions before referred
to, may not be admitted.
Transmit copy of Sir R. Routh’s letter, and copy of the foregoing Minute, to
the Secretary, to be laid before the Lords of the Admiralty for
their information
with reference to the Letter of this Board of the 6th instant.

m

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, October 7, 1846.
have the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right
my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of
account current from the 1st to the 31st July, and from the 1st to the
Q2
I

Honourable

my
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31st August, 1846, leaving a balance in my hands on the 31st August ol
23,306/. 9s. 5 %d.
The originals of these accounts have been this day forwarded to the Commissioners for Auditing Public Accounts.
receipt and expendiI, also, lay before you a general account current of the
ture of Indian corn, Indian corn meal, and other stores in my charge between
the 1st February and 31st August, 1846, calling your attention to the balance
will
of stores therein remaining, the value of which, when finally disposed of,
an excess of something more than 10,000/. over and above my estimate
_

leave
of 60,000/., as detailed in my balance-sheet, page 249 of the Blue Book.
receipt and expendiI, also, submit to you a general account current of my
ture of public money between the 1st December, 1845, and the 31st August,
1846 ; and I trust that all these documents will be found satisfactory, and to
Guard
afford all necessary explanation but I should remark that the Coast
accounts are not yet settled, nor can I expect that they will be so until the
extend into
receipt of the September accounts, and that even some items may
This delay results from the nature of the service and
the month of October.
but,
account;
matters
of
the inexperience of the persons employed on it in
hitherto, I have found everything very correct, though deficient in form, with
frequent occasion to admire the alacrity and disinterestedness with which the
:

Coast Guard have discharged these duties.

Enclosure.

Money

under the

in Ireland,
of the Receipt and Expenditure of Public
day of December,
direction of Commissary- General Sir Randolph J. Routh, between the 1st
by the Failure
1845, and the 31st day of August, 1846, in relieving the Distress occasioned

An Account

of the Potato

Crop of

the year 1845-46.

To Sums

X) r .

Amount-

received.

£.

To Her Majesty’s Paymaster-General
To Paymaster of Civil Services, Dublin
To

Sales of Indian

Com

.

.

Meal, Oatmeal, &c.,

.

.

.

.

«

-

.

.

.

£95,027 12
9,559 1

0

5

8

13,086 11 1
1,730 4 10
25 12 0

.

119,479

2

£168,888

1

By Sums paid.

.

6

viz.

•
To Poor Relief Committees .
To Poor Families, in small quantities
At Coast Guard Stations
By Public Auction or Private Sale
To Poor Law Unions

Cr.

d.

5.

4,408 19
45,000 0

.

0

6

Amount.

£.

d.

5.

i

By Donations to Relief Committees by His Excellency the Lord
•
•
Lieutenant
By Purchases made in the United Kingdom and paid for in Ireland .
By Freight, Lighterage, &c., on Indian Corn Meal, &c
By Labour and Cartage at the several Depots
By Grinding Indian Corn into Meal by Coutract Millers .
By Repair and Fitting up Premises at the Depots
By Rent and Charges for Premises and Magazines
By Expenses of the Relief Commission in Dublin
By Expenses of Visiting and Reporting upon Fever Districts
EvPay of Commissariat Officers and Subordinates

.....

B y Travelling

Expenses of

69,703 11
7,420 15
10,119 7
2,818 16
9,757 9

308 17 1
33 7 9
237 17 11

ditto

By Printing, Advertisements, &c.
By Postage and Contingent Disbursements
.

By Board of Works, Advances on account of
By Her Majesty’s Paymaster-General for Sums

remitted

Balance in Ireland, 31st August, 1846

....
.

.

.

108,161 12
7,420 0
30,000 0

0

145,581 12
23,306 9

5

£168,888
Dublin
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Routii, in account current with the Lords Commissioners of
and Expenditure of Indian Corn, Indian Corn
between the 1st February and 31st August, 1846.

J.

relates to the Receipt

in relieving the Distress in Ireland,

Dr

Entries.

.

.
Meal.

% a

—

Barrels.

Corn.

Corn

Indian

Iudian

lj||
jj

Oatmeal.

Indian

6
lbs.

To Messrs. Baling
Purchases

lbs.

25,6G2,9G5

made

in

lbs.

lbs.

9,078,922

241,200
896,000

the United

1,006
283

No.
37,378 300
N*n

lbs.

560

’

Kingdom.
.
.
Ordnance. Board of
.
Admiralty
Master Miller at Lee Mills,

14,104

632,545

4,873,69

Cork.
Contract Millers
Surplus iu Store on reweighing

147,437

....

25,810,402

....

18,019,084

72

4,445

30

1

..

..
1

Total

31 , 97

1 >

703

1,774,190

Cr

.

14-,104

283 660

85,420

37,378 330 1,625 190

Issues.

Meal.

Iron

Barrels.

--

Corn.

Corn

Indian

Indian

lbs.
.
By Poor Relief Committees .
Poor Law Unions
Poor Families in small quan-

67,200

....

with

fj
£

Oatmeal.

lbs.

lbs.

20,367,704
9,408
1,382,062

580,057

4,700,430

257,690

lbs.

5

5

lbs.

Cwt.

275

531

8

29

9,604

No.

No.
14,273

5,371

1,446

140

348,531

If
Hoops.
Barrels

Indian

No.

No.

No.

96

titles.

Coast Guard Stations .
.
.
Lee Mills and Kiln, Cork .
.
Master Miller at Lee Mills
Contract Millers
Sale by Auction, &c. .
Condemned per Board of Sur-

....
.

Deficiency

on reweighing,

Total Issued

Balance remaining
Total

.

5,173,138
20,224,322
303,355
33,040

347,978
1,569

25,801,055
9,347

26,813,569
5,158,134

25,810,402

31,971,703

& c.

....
....
.

Dublin Castle, October

4,500

164

15,616

186,278
587,912

14,104 283 660
*•

25,629
59,791

26,562
10,816

120
210

116
1,509

190

41

1,774,190

14,104 283 660

85,420

37,373

330

1,625

190

41

4,418

6,

9,741

120

31

..
|l,

R. J. Routh, C. G.

1846.

Statement

of the Balance of Commissary-General Sir R. J. Routh’s Account Current
with the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, for service
in Ireland, from the 1st to the 31st of July, 1846.
Total Sterling.

x.
In possession by myself at Dublin
of Commissary-General Coffin at Limerick
of Commissary-General Hewetson at Cork

, ,
, ,

,,
,,

.

.

.

.

,,

of Assistant Commissary-General Stevens at Sligo .
.
of Captain Perceval at Westport
of Deputy Assistant Commissary- General Campbell

> >

of F. S. Parker at

, ,

of A. Waller at

,,
,,

.

.

.

802 11 114
47 4 9
893 1 4£

Athy
Dundalk

.

Total
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8,822 6 4
2,348 13 4
3,843 4
1
1,104 9 0
1,083 8 54
628 2 9
1,156 13 11

....

of Deputy Commissary-General Dobree at Waterford
of Assistant Commissary-General Wood at Galway
of Assistant Commissary-General Lister at Dublin.

,,
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The Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury
Account Current with Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh, for service

in
in

Ireland, 'from 1st to 31st July, 1846, inclusively.

Dr.

To sums
, ,
, ,

,,

, ,

issued at Dublin by Assistant Commissary-General Lister
issued at Sligo by Assistant Commissary-General Stevens

, ,
, ,

.

.
.
.

...
.

issued at Westport by Captain Perceval

, ,

by Deputy Acting Commissary-General Campbell
Athy by F. S. Parker
Dundalk by A. Waller

issued at Longford

,,

issued at
issued at
balance. carried to next account

, ,

, ,

To

.

s.
d.
£•
6,756 15 8
25,000 0 0
31,753 4 11
1
15,829 1
3,559 4 6
1
3,618 11
2,088 17 3
747 4 2
2,408 8 4
1,909 11
9
1,308 3 9*
1
1,090 19
21,529 15 11*

.

.

,

,

imprested to Assistant Commissary-General Cameron at Dublin
remitted to Paymaster-General
issued at Limerick by Commissary-General Coffin
.
.
.
.
issued at Cork by Commissary-General Hewetson
.
issued at Waterford by Deputy Commissary-General Dobrce
.
issued at Galway by Assistant Commissary-General Wood .

.

.

•

..

.

£117,599 17
£.

Cr.

Deduct

in transit to

By sums

Waterford

.......

, ,

,,
, ,
, ,
, ,
, ,
,

,

,,
, ,

d.

0

0

750

received by myself at Dublin
, ,

s.

.
.

.

.

.

s.

22,389
36,249
25,543
14,604
4,229
4,430

15

7
d.

6*

14 6
10 1
19 8
19 11
19 11*
1,767 4 0
1,663
8 8
2,026 8
0$

....
....

Commissary-General Coffin at Limerick
Commissary-General Hewetson at Cork
Deputy Commissary-General Dobree at Waterford
Assistant Commissary -General Wood at Galway
Assistant Commissary-General Lister at Dublin
Assistant Commissary-General Stevens at Sligo
.
Captain Perceval at Westport
Deputy Acting Commissary-General Campbell
Longford
F. S. Parker at Athy
A. Waller at Dundalk

£.

.

at

2,196 15 8
1,710
5 10*
786 14 10

£117,599 17

Dublin Castle,

1st August, 1846.

R.

J.

7

Routh, C. G.

of the Balance of Commissary General Sir R. J. Routh’s Account Current
with the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, for Service
in Ireland, from the 1st to 31st August, 1846.

Statement

Total Sterling.

£.
In possession by myself at Dublin
of Commissary-General Sir E. Coffin at Limerick
.
,,
of Commissary-General Hewetson at Cork
, ,
of Assistant Commissary-General Wood at Galway
, ,
of Assistant Commissary-General Stevens at Sligo
,
of Captain Perceval at Westport
,,
of Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Campbell
, ,
Longford
Commissariat Clerk Parker at Athy
, ,
Commmissariat Clerk Cummins at Clonmel
,

....

.

.

.

.

Total

Dublin

.

at

306 17
3 16
463 1

....

,

.

.

£ 23,306

.

Castle, ls< September, 1846.

d.

s.

11,795 10 5
‘491 16 3
3,045 0 9
1,529 .8.6
2,865 5 2
2,805 13 11*

11. J.

0
0
5

5*

9

Routh, C. G.

Dr.

The Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury in Account Current with Commissary General Sir R. J. Routh, for Service in Ireland, from
the 1st to the 31st August, 1846, inclusively.

To sums imprested to Assistant Commissary- General Cameron at Dublin
issued at Limerick by Commissary-General Sir E. Coffin
.
„
.

„
„
„

„
„
„
„

To

.
.

issued at Cork by Commissary- General Hewetson
issued at Waterford by Deputy Commissary-General Dobree
.
issued at Galway by Assistant Commissary-General Wood .
.
.
issued at Dublin by Assistant Commissary-General Lister
.
.
.
issued at Dublin by Deputy Commissary-General Dobree
.
.
.
issued at Sligo by Assistant Commissary General Stephens .
.
.
issued at Westport by Captain Perceval
issued at Longford by Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Campbell
issued at Athy by Commissariat Clerk Parker
.
.
.

...

issued at Clonmel by Commissariat Clerk
„
balance carried to next account
.

Cummins

.

,

.

.

.

.

£
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6
3
9*
4
5*
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Cr.

By balance brought from last account
By sums received by myself at Dublin

.

£.
s.
21,529 15
10,206 8
7,472 5
4,324 7
166 9

.

Commissary-General Sir E. Coffin at Limerick
Commissary-General Hewetson at Cork
Deputy Commissary-General Dobree at Waterford
Assistant Commissary-General Wood at Galway
Assistant Commissary-General Lister at Dublin
Deputy Commissary-General Dobree at Dublin
Assistant Commissary-General Stevens at Sligo
Captain Perceval at Westport
Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Campbell
Longford
Commissariat Clerk Parker at Athy
Commissariat Clerk Cummins at Clonmel

„
„

„
„

1,316

„

.

„

3,256
2,400

.....

.

,,

„
„
„

l

Dublin Castle

,

1j<

September 1846.
,

Treasury Minute on the

7
9

862 12
1,009 15
1,038 12

.

8
1

4
0

6 11*

474 4
86 12

.

,

d.

Hi

2
3
9
6
6
5

9

7

4

Routh, ~C

~G.

54,144

above.

October

9,

1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh acknowledging the receipt of this letter and its encloand expressing their Lordships’ satisfaction at the forward state of his

sures,

public accounts.

Mr.

Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
Treasury, October 7, 1846.

I hope your bi-weekly report will not prove a serious burthen to you.
would, I think, be easier to you, and more descriptive of all that is going on,
were kept in the form of a journal ; and after you have given two or three
examples of what you wish it to be, you might entrust the preparation of it to
It

if it

Colonel Archer or Mr. Bishop, only correcting it yourself.
It should have appended to it, copies of all the most interesting and important
and received by you, which was part of the original arrangement.
Pray send me three dozen copies of the instructions to the Relief Committees.
Do you find these work well ? and do you expect that subscriptions will be
raised to any considerable extent ?
How far do you find a call for the early superintendence of the Committees by
our officers 1
If I am able to send a person to supply Mr. Bromley’s place, who will be thoroughly satisfactory to you, which I hope to be able to do, you might depute
Colonel Archer or Bishop, or both of them, to set the Committees right on any
points at which they may stumble at the commencement.
shall have some of our other officers soon ; Mr. Osborn may arrive any day
and Mr. Milliken writes that he hopes to report himself at the Treasury on the
16th or 17th. I shall make another attempt to get Mr. Adams short, of course,
of giving a positive order.
You say that you should be glad to have a cargo of meal at Westport. The
Liverpool cargo of 100 tons of meal is already on its way to that port.
shall ship to Dublin this week a thousand bushels of oatmeal, which the
Admiralty fortunately had in store of their own, and consented to transfer to me,
and 250 bushels of Indian corn meal, which is the last we have, and after that we
must grind barley with all our might for the Scotch frigate which is to be fitted
out from the Thames.
The other will be fitted out from Portsmouth, and will
be loaded with the produce of the Portsmouth and Plymouth mills.
Do not forget that I must know from you, before the 15th instant, to which of
the three ports of Limerick, Sligo and Galway, on the west coast of Ireland, or
Portsmouth or Plymouth in the Channel, you wish our purchase of 8000 quarters
of American corn for spring delivery to be consigned.
You will, I presume,
letters issued

We

—

We

divide it

between two or more
Sir R.

ports.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

I

Castle, October 7, 1846.

give an epitome of our Commission correspondence, but it will not be
It will be made up on every Wednesday and Saturday

ready until to morrow.
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You will have the first from
September to this date.
I was speaking with Mr. Kennedy about Mr. Labouchere’s letter which I sent
yesterday.
He says that you would do well to have a power of sale on the

night and forwarded on Thursday and Monday.

payment of these loans, inserted in the Act oi Parliament, so as to
have a hold on the payment, for the prevalent idea is, that they will never have
to pay
but if there is such a power in the Act to take a slice of the property
for payment, then it will not only make it sure, but prevent people running
headlong into expenses in the near prospect of never being called to repay.
It seems to me a good and prudent idea, and it is a case in which precaution
estates for

;

is

necessary.

I am a little tired with accounts, and my time is so broken in upon by people
from the country, who will not be refused, that I must be brief.
You will see that I recommend Limerick for all you can send from Malta.
The querne is a wretched affair it is not worth imitation. The Plantation
.

;

hand-mill they send to the West Indies, is what they use to bruise or
break corn for the horses.
Our two depots, besides Limerick, for meal, are Westport and Dublin ; Sligo
and Galway for corn. Our next corn cargo must be sent to Galway, to keep
our mills at work.
steel

Mr. Roche
_

to the

Lords of the Treasury.
Mayor's

Office, Cork,

October

7,

1846.

I have the honour of enclosing to you herewith the Memorial of the
Magistrates and Cess-payers of the Borough of Cork, assembled at Petty Sessions
on Monday the 6th instant.
May I beg your earliest possible consideration to the prayer thereof.

Enclosure.

To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury.
The Memorial of the Magistrates and Cess-Payers of the City and Borough
associated in Extraordinary Presentment Sessions on the

1846, under the 10th Viet.,

c.

2nd and 6th

or Cork,

of October,

107,

Humbly Showeth,
That Memorialists’

best exertions have been directed to devise employment for the
labouring poor of this city and neighbourhood; and that as large a sum as could be usefully
for that purpose'has been cheerfully voted by the already heavily-taxed ratepayers of

employed

this borough.

That, in consequence of the exorbitant price to which Indian meal has risen in the markets,
employment, however extensive, cannot give that relief to the people which they so much
need, and which your Memorialists are most anxious to afford and that the intervention of
Government in reducing the price of food, particularly in the country districts, is imperatively
;

called for.

That Memorialists were given to understand, that the Reserve Depots of Indian meal which
have been already formed by the Government in remote districts would be opened for sale to
the labouring classes in the event of unreasonable and immoderate prices being demanded by
the corn-deafers that two shillings per stone, or sixteen pounds per ton, has been already exacted
by the sellers of this food that the highest rate of wages permitted to be given by the Government on relief works would not admit of the labourer supporting his family with such prices
for his daily food; and that, as there is no prospect of any immediate arrivals of Indian corn
from abroad, or in such quantities as may affect the markets, the distress and difficulties of the
labouring classes, if not averted by the Government, will necessarily be further augmented.
;

;

Memorialists therefore pray
That vour Lordships will be pleased to direct that the Reserve Depots of Indian meal,
which have been already formed in the country districts, may be forthwith opened for
the sale of food to the labouring poor at a reduced price, and that such other steps
be taken bv your Lordships as will operate upon the markets in the reduction of the
price of food.
And Memorialists will ever pray.
Signed on behalf of the Magistrates and associated Cess-Payers,

Andrew
City Court House, Cork, October 6, 1846.
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.Treasury Minute on the above.
October 13, 1846.
to the Mayor of Cork that, in the present season
of general scarcity
not in the power of their Lordships to lower the price
it
of food and that
ij the attempt were to be made, it would, by inducing
a rapid consumption of
the stock ol provisions, and by checking and suspending the
bringing forward
of supplies from other sources, render the existing pressure
more severe.
Their Lordships have undertaken to establish Reserve Depots
for the sale of
food to Relief Committees in districts on the Western side
of Ireland, to which
the ordinary operations of the provision trade cannot be expected
to extend
but the same reason does not exist for their interference in respect
to the cities
and towns on the Southern and Eastern Coasts and to the neighbouring
districts :
and, being convinced that the course which they are pursuing
is the only one
which is. consistent with the public safety, their Lordships cannot hold out
any
expectation of their deviating from it.
In order to make the supplies provided by the Government for
the remote
districts on the Western Coast answer the purpose for which
they are intended,
it ]s indispensably necessary that the Government
Depots should not be opened
while the markets can be supplied from the produce of the late
harvest, and
that, when they are opened, it should be at
prices proportioned to the neighbouring market prices.
Transmit a copy of this Memorial and Minute to Sir R.
Routh for his
information.

Write
is

;

Rev.

W. O Sullivan

to the

Lords of the Treasury.
Poor Relief

Office,

Cork

Institution,

'Cork, October 8, 1846.
I am directed by the Relief Committee of the city of Cork
fully t° caH the attention of your Lordships to a proposition

most

respect-

submitted to the
last, by a deputation from
in reference to the alarming prospect of scarcity of
food and consequent exor-

Lord Lieutenant, on the 3rd of September
lntant prices.

The

intentions of the

Government having been announced

to

Commissariat

remove

its

establishment from Cork, and to cease the issue of provisions
at
moderate prices, this Relief Committee dreading the consequences
of leaving
the supply of food in the hands of the very limited mercantile
body of CorlT
considered it their duty to submit to his Excellency the
following plan for
counteracting its injurious tendency.
^ balance of 3,000/. being still in their hands, the Committee proposed that
_
Her Majesty’s Government should advance a loan of 7,000/., to be
secured on
the whole stock of corn which they would purchase
or import, to the extent
of the entire 10,000/., and repaid as the corn was
withdrawn from store and
sent into consumption.
This proposition received the favourable attention of his
Excellency, who
promised to transmit the same for the consideration of
your Lordships, and
wdio no doubt has done so.
The Committee having received no communication since on the subject, and all sorts of grain having
reached here what
must be considered famine prices, again most respectfully beg
your Lordships’
favourable consideration of this proposition; it is the more
important now, as
the season for the first importations from America
of Indian corn is close* at
hand, and unless the Committee are then enabled
to make large purchases,
they strongly fear, from their experience
of commercial monopoly here for the
last two months, that even
very large importations will have but small influence on the present excessive prices.

Treasury Minute on the

above.

October 13, 1846.

Write to the members of the Relief Committee that their
Lordships must
them to the Instructions for the formation and guidance of
Committees
the Relief of Distress in Ireland consequent on the
Failure of the Potato
rop
1846, issued from the Commissariat Relief Office in Dublin,
and it is

icier
i‘

m
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not in tlieir power to give them any assistance beyond that which is afforded
to other Relief Committees under those Instructions.
Transmit a copy of this Letter and Minute to Sir R. Routh for his information.
Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle Dublin, October 8, 1846.
,

am

I

not pleased with the epitome of the Commission business as it is drawn
and become more concise, and hit upon a better plan. It

we must improve

up, but

goes to day as it has been prepared.
I return to you the printed extract from the Manchester paper, but I think the
writer decidedly underrates the American supplies, particularly the maize, of which
their crop is reported to be 480 millions of bushels, or 60 millions of quarters, of
which they can always spare one-fifth, if they have shipping to convey it. This is
a more important consideration than the writer appears to admit, and though we
shall get no part of it before April, yet it is a resource of great magnitude, and
well worthy of our considering how it may be brought into use, or by what means
it may be transported to this country, for I am aware that the greater deficiency of
the two would rather be the shipping than the corn.
The hand-mills do not seem to be forthcoming ; those in the paper you sent me
The plan of steeping the corn overnight can
are all too costly, and not portable.
are beginning to want a cargo
always be resorted to, and I intend to try it.
of meal of some kind at Westport, and we must appropriate the next shipment of
meal to that port ; and we want some corn to employ our mills at Galway, and I
can grind at Banagher and Longford, but better at Banagher, as the other is as yet

We

untried.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Returns

of

Correspondence from Tuesday,

&jc.

— continued,

where the markets could be supplied by the
that the districts in which it was neces;
sary to form depfits were under consideration
that where the depfits were established they
would only be opened where food could not be
had from private dealers that from the deficiency of foreign grain in the markets it would
be desirable that gentlemen of local influence
should unite in exertions for having the home
harvest produce brought extensively into use,
at the same time remarking that foreign supplies would not be available in sufficient quantities to lower the market prices until Decem-

Clare,

Ennis,
Ennistyvnon,

Miltown Malbay.

;

—Baudon,
Bantry,

Fermoy,
Two from Newmarket,
Tullagh (sub-depdt).
Donegal Dunfanaghy,
Ramelton,

—

Tnllaghbegly (parish)

Fermanagh

September, to Saturday, 3rd October, 1846.

trade

Clonlea,

Cork

1st

Applications for Depots,

Applications for Depots.

—Two from Tullypunco.
Clare—
Cavan

ber.

—Three from Enniskillen.

Galway— Ball ygar.
Caltra,

Applications for Grants.

—Two from

Moylough.
Kerry

Cork

— Ken m
Valencia.
— Cloone,

are,

Two

—City

Limerick
Longford

Kilmeen,
Ovens,
Templenacarrigy,

from Manorhamilton.
district.

— Drumlisli.

Westcarberrv.
Manorhamilton.
Leitrim
Limerick Adare,

M ay o — Clar emorris,

—

—

Cong,
Crossmolina,
Ballyhannus,
Foxford,

Limerick City.

— Moydow.
— Kilmain.
—Three from Corran,

Longford

Mayo

Inishcrone.

Roscommon

—Three from Boyle,

Sligo

Two

Fuerty.
Sligo

— Dromore, West,

—
—

period of relief before 1st September.

That Government did not contemplate making
any grant except upon subscriptions raised in

II.

Dungarvon,
Lismore.

Wicklow

from Liney, Lower.

—

Answered. I. That donations would not now be
recommended on subscriptions raised during the

Skreen.
Nenagh, or Toomavara.
Tipperary
Carrickbeg,
aterford

W

Ballinspittal,

Carrickbue,
Miscarra,

Leitrim

— Baltinglass.

the period of distress, commenced 1st Septemwhich would receive consideration provided the Committee be constituted in accordber,

Answered

.
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Applications for

Ten

Employment ,
and in Office.

in Sale of

Meal

Onlart,

Shel bourne,

office.

Templeshambo.

Answered. I That the depots would be undertaken by officers at present in the Commissarita.
Noted for future reference.
.

—

Answer.
Books, fa. fa. snpplied where thc
Committees were reconstituted in

Applications for Issues of Meal, Food,
§c.
Cavan Three from Ivillyshandy.
Cork Carberry, West,

provide Storagefor Meal, %c., at

to

—
—

Cavan— Claremorris,
Mountnugeut.
Donegal Ballyshannon,

—

Cloyne,
Inishannon,
Kil worth,
Mallow,
Myross,

Carrickglen,

Two

from Dunfanaghy.
Lettermacward.

Galway— Clifden.
Leitrim

accordance

with the Instructions.

II.

Proposals

131

Applications for Boohs, Papers, $e.—c(mt.

of meal,

in sale

Fourteen in

Newtownhamilton,

— Cloone.

Skibbereen,
Tallagh.

Wex ford — Gorcy

Donegal

Noted and referred

to the Commissariat Officer of
the district for his information,
except one from

— Carrickglen,
Dunfanaghy,
from Glenties,
from Gweedore,

Two
Two

Gorey and one from Mount Nugent.

Inishkeel,

Applications for Books, Papers, §c.
Carlow Poor Law Guardians.
Clare-Two from Corcomroe Relief Committee

—

Galway

Lettermacward,
Templecrone.
Ahaseragh,

—

Clifden,

Galwaj',
Killeroran,

Ennistymon Committee.
Ardfield Committee,

Cork— Two from

Two

from Bantry

ditto,

Tesseragh.

Longford

Courcies ditto,

Youghal-arra

West

Two

ditto,

Carberry.
ci

district,

Lisnaskea

Galway

Committee.
—Ahascragh Committee,

—
—

Roscommon
Sligo

ditto.

— Castlebar,

Two from

Crossmolina,

Newport,
Four from Swineford.
Queen’s County Mountmellick.

Kilmeen ditto,
Lough rea ditto,

Tuam

—
—
—
—

from Claremorris,
from Cong,

Two from
Foxford,

Clifden ditto,

Ballymae Elligott.
Kildare
Naas Committee.
Kilkenny Iverk ditto,
King’s County Mohill ditto.
Limerick Kilfinane ditto.
Longford Three from Longford,
Lanesborough,
Tashinney.

Mayo

Two
Two

ana.

— Fermanagh

from

Templemichael.
—Two from Belmullet,

Carrigart,

Fermanagh

Kerry

Mayo

—
Bun
—Newry Committee.

Donegal

Down

— Longford,

—

—

Tulsk.

— Ballymote,
Carberry,
Covian,
Drumcliff,

Manorhamilton,
Tyrerel.

Tipperary— Roscrea.

Waterford— Carrickbeg.
Wexford—N ewtownbarry
Ansioercd as Applications for Depot see
(
lumn).

first

co-

Cong,

Ballinrobe,

Swineford.

Miscellaneous.

Meath— Kildalky
Nobbcr.

Roscommon

<r
ougo

—Ballintobber, North,

Drum Committee,
Elphin ditto,
French Park ditto,
Two from Roscommon.
Jhree from Carberry Committee,
Skreen

r

,

ditto,

Tyrivill ditto.

Tipperary— Clogheen,

Nenagh.

,

1 y rone

— Castlederg.

Waterford

—Coshmore and Coshbride,
Decies within

Dungarvan.

Wexford— Gorey,
Fethard,
Ferns,

Edermine,
Killurin,

Reconstruction of Committee.
Referred to Lieutenant or Vice-Lieutenant
of
County.
I.

Drum,

Prevalence of Fever, &c.

II.

Referred

to

Poor Law

III.

Informed

authorities.

High Price of Markets, &c.

that

high prices arise from the insufand that home produce

ficiency of supplies,

should be brought extensively into use.
IV. Unfinished Works.
Referred to Board of Works.

V. The Applications of Balances of late Relief
Funds.
Referred to Circular of the 30th of July,
1846, as
providing for this class of application.
Also, Accounts of Committees’ Returns,
Increase of Destitution,
Increase of Disease in Potato crop, &c. &c. &c.
Total number of Miscellaneous Correspondents,
219.

Commissariat Belief
Office, Duhiin Castle, Oc, her S, 1846.
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Redington, Esq., Under
of tlie Number of Communications referred by T. N.
1st September,
Secretary for Ireland, to Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh, from
each district.— 1st. For the
to 3rd October, 1S46; showing the Number of Applications from
3rd. For appointments as Storeestablishment of Depfits. 2nd. For Meal, Food, &c.
And bth.
5th. Applications for Free Grants, &c.
keepers.
4th. Proposals for Storage.
answer
general
the
also
Committees
Relief
Applications for Books, &c., for the use of the
given to each Class of Application.

Return

;

ESTABLISHMENT OF DEPOTS.
dumber
of
Appli-

Locality.

County.

cations.

Carlow

1

Kerry

Ditto

1

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

.

1

Cavan
Ditto

Ditto
Clare
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

2

Ballyconnell.

.

.

3

.

Cork
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

.

Carberrv,

.

.

.
.

Kelworth.

.

.
.
.

Youghal.

1

.

.

.

.

Ditto

1

1

Ditto
Ditto

1

Longtord

1

Mayo

1

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1

Ditto

1

Ditto
Ditto

1

(Drumsna).
Mountshannon, and
Hill Street

Whitegate.
Limerick.

.

.

Ballyhannis.
Belmullet.

Cong.

Fox ford.

.

Hollyrnount.
Islaudeady.

.

.

.

Kiltmagh.
Louisburgh.

Monaghan.

.

.

Mountrath.
Mountmellick.

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

i

!

.

.

Ditto

1

Ballvgar.

.

Queen’s

Galway

i

i

.

Ballvmahon.
Balia.

.

.

Monaghan

1

.

Rathkeale.
.

1

i

Enniskillen.

Limerick Union.

.

.

1

2
2

Mevagh, or Sheephaven.

.

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1

.

.

.

Limerick

1

.

.

Drurnkeen.

.

1

2

.

.

Carrigallen.

Cork-on-Shannon
Dromod.

.

3

3

.

.

Kilkenny.

.

.

West Barony.

.

Fermanagh
Ditto

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1

Donegal
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1
1

Killarney.
Tarbert.

Valencia.
.

.

1

Bantry.

.

.

Kilkenny
Leitrim

.

.

.
.

.

1

.

.

Kenmare.

.

1

.
-

Irraghticounor Barony.

.

.

.
.

Swineford.

.

.

Roscommon

Castlerea.

Ditto
Ditto

Roscommon.

Sligo
Ditto

.

Ruskey.

.

.

.

.

.

General.

i

.

.

Gort.

i

Ditto .
Ditto .
.
Tipperary.

i

Ditto

.

i

Ditto

.

i

.

1

.

.

i

.
.
!

.

3
3
1

.

j

Kerry

Caherciveen, and along

Ditto

the Western Coast.
Dingle, and vicinity.

.

1
1

1

2

.

Tyrinill Barony.

T oomavara.

Aughnacloy.

Westmeath

General.
Athlone.

.

Castlepollard.

.

Newross.

.

Talbotstown Barony.

Glasson.

.

Wexford
Wicklow

Ballinafad.
Skreen Parish.

Holycross.
Carrick-on-Suir.

Tyrone
Waterford
Ditto
Ditto

Coolaney.

)

Commissariat Dep6ts
Stating that it was not the intention of Government to open
That the districts in which it wss
where the markets could be supplied by the trade.
That where depots were estanecessary to form depots were now under consideration.
had from private dealers, ins
blished, they would onlv be opened when food could not be
that gent .cmrn
from the deficiency of 'foreign grain in the markets, it would be desirable
the home harvest produce brougn
of local influence should unite in exertions for having
be avattat the same time remarking that foreign supplies would rot
extensively into use,
December.
ab.cin sufficient quantities to lower the market prices until

Answered.

•

—
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continued.

SUPPLIES OF MEAL, FOOD,
Number
of

A

Number
County.

Locality.

CBr

1

/ion»

of
Applica-

County.

Locality.

lions.

1

Cavan

1

Clare

.

1

Cork

.

1

Ditto

.

Killyshandra.

Ditto

.

1

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

.

1

1
1

1
1

1

Ditto

.

.

.

Dunfanaghy.
1

4

Ditto
Ditto

.

l

Queen’s

Glenties.
Glcnties Union.
Innishkeel.

.

.

Ahascragh.

.

1

Athenry.

.

1

Eyrecourt.
Outerarde.

.

.

Roundstone.
Glanerrough.

.

in like

manner

.

.

.

.

Drumkeen.
Drumshambo.
Drumsna.
Killerga.

Newcastle.

.

Edgeworthstown.
Lanesboro.

.

.

Belmullet.

Erris
and
Baronies.
Foxford.
Swineford.
Ballycowen.
General.
Elphin.

.

.

.

Roscommon

.

Ditto
Sligo

.

.

.

.

.

;

Westmeath

i

Ditto

Tyrawly

Dromore, West.
Mullingar.

.

Rathowen.

.

as applications for

APPOINTMENTS AS STOREKEEPERS.
Number

Moncoin.

.

.

.

Mayo

.

Listowel.

.

Ditto

Answered

1"

Ditto
Ditto

Limerick
Longford

1

.

Kerry

of

Leitrim
Ditto .

1

1

2

Galway
]

1

Killeena.
Silver Mines.

.

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1

1

Clondrohid.
Cove.
Innishannon.

General.

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1

1

Aghadower.

Youghal.
Ardara.

Donegal

1

.

Kerry.
Kilkenny

.

Ditto

1

1

.

.

1

1

2

Corofin.

.

2

A

&c.

Depots.

PROPOSAL FOR STORAGE.
Number

Locality.

County.

County.

\ °r

Locality.

('ions'

1

King’s

1

Roscommon

.

.

Banagher.

1

Clare

.

Roscommon.

1

Cork
Kerry .
Longford

—

Answered. Stating that the care of Government Depots would be undertaken by Officers at
present in the Commissariat.

1

Milltown Malby.

.

Skibbereen.
Listowel.
Carrickglass.

.

.

1

Roscommon

1

Wexford

.

Roscommon.
Newross.

.

Noted and referred

to the

Commissariat

Offi-

cer of the District, for his information.

FREE GRANTS,
of

Applica-

BOOKS,

&c.

Number

&c.,

FOR COMMITTEES.

Number
County.

Locality.

of
Applica-

Comity.

1

Cork

.

Ardfield.

1

Longford

1

Ditto

.

Ovens.

1

Roscommon

Donegal

Galway

.

1

Longford

.

Ditto

.

1

Sligo

.

1

Tipperary

1

Wexford

.

.

.

Cl it den.

Ballvmahon.
Edge worth town.
Lenamore.
.

Books, &c., supplied where the Committees
were reconstituted, in accordance with the
Instructions.

Tyrirrill.

Ballymackey.
Rosbercon.

—

Answered.
Stating,
1st. That donations
would not now be recommended on subscriptions raised during the period of relief, before

1st September.

2nd. That Government did not contemplate
making any grant, except upon subscriptions
raised in the period of distress commenced 1st

September, which would receive consideration,
provided the Committee be constituted in accordance with the Instructions.

Commissariat Relief Office,
Dublin Castle, October 8, 1E46.
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Mr. Trevelyan

to the

Secretary

to the

Commissioners of Audit.
October 9, 1846.

I have been anxiously waiting for the answer of the Commissioners of
Audit about Mr. Andoe for knowing how extremely important it is that Sir
Randolph Routh’s time should be left free for the transaction of the great affairs
which are entrusted to him, it is distressing to me to find that he is harassed and
interrupted from the want of proper assistance in his accounts.
The Commissioners of Audit will not, I trust, object to Mr. Andoe’s deputation,
for even taking the limited view of saving time and trouble at the Audit Office,
or, to put the case more correctly, of promoting the regular and easy transaction of
the Audit Office business, I am satisfied that this object will be best attained by
the deputation of Mr. Andoe, -who will both superintend the compilation of the
accounts, and examine and report on them for the assistance of the Commissioners of Audit in finally disposing of them.
;

Sir

John Hill

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

W ith reference to our recent conversation,

Deptford, Victualling Yard,
October 9, 1846.

I beg to forward to you here1, manufactured from English
it, and also some biscuit, sample
manufactured from English wheat meal, having only the bran taken out.
I think in these times of pressure we ought to economise our resources, and I
should be glad to manufacture from either of those samples for the service, whilst

with a loaf and some biscuit, marked sample No.
wheat meal, with the middlings pollard and bran in

No.

2,

scarcity prevails.

Treasury Minute.
October 9, 1846.

Write to the Commissioners of Audit that the urgency of the service in
Ireland, and the necessity of relieving Sir R. Routh from attending to the details
of his accounts, induce their Lordships to request that an experienced examiner
nmy

be deputed from the Audit Office to proceed without delay to Dublin for the
purpose of assisting Sir R. Routh, and my Lords would suggest that Mr. Andoe
may be selected for this duty.

Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan.
Limerick, Octobej'

9,

1

846.

I send you a copy of my circular memorandum, respecting hominy
and the use of whole corn. I feel so confident that the latter mode of preparation (No. 2) will answr er every purpose as a substitute for the potato,
that I have written to the Killarney Committee thereon, and send you a copy
of my letter.
I also send by coach a small parcel of corn, and I should wish
you to try it yourself. I steeped it in cold water, and boiled it the next morning three hours and a half; but if steeped in hot water, I should say it will
not require so much boiling.

I have copy of Treasury Minute of the 6th, touching the purchase
and
manufacture of corn in Malta, and should think it an excellent arrangement
but the grain must he well kiln-dried, as I do not suppose they have the means
of kiln-drying the meal as practised in the United States.
I say nothing upon the state of the country, as you must have the best

account, that

is

correct,

from

term, though bad as things

Sir

Randolph

are, there is

—best

is

altogether an inapplicable

always exaggeration.

Enclosure.

Memorandum

£or the consideration of

Poor Relief Committees, and

others,

whom

it

may

concern.

Hitherto, the people of Ireland have confined themselves, as a substitute for the
potato, to using Indian meal, either made into bread, griddle cakes, or porridge
but it should

—

be known, and cannot be too widely published, that Indian corn, in its unground state, affords
an equally ivholesome and nutritious food, provided the grain be broken or crushed, either with
good-sized pieces of stone, or in a quern, or hand-mill after which, it should be well boiled in
water, with (if at handj, a little grease or fat.
When cooked, one quart of the corn produces
one quart and-a half of food, and no man can eat more in a day.

—
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Another mode in which whole corn may be used with advantage, is first, to soak it at
night in warm water, which should be changed in the morning to clear cold water, and then
be boiled gently an hour and a half. It may be eaten with milk, or salt, or alone, and may
be warmed over when cold. Ten pounds of the whole corn, so prepared, is ample food for a
labouring man for seven days ; a convincing proof of the nutritious and strengthening- aualitv
&
J
of this grain.
Corn so used, will be considerably cheaper to the Committees, and the people, than
and will be well adapted to meet the deficiency of mill-power for its manufacture,

meal,

in remote

districts,

and other parts of the country.

Lee Mills Depot, Cork, September 14, 1846.

To

the Secretary

W. Hewetson, Commissary -General.

of the “ Relief Committee .”

Commissary-General Hewetson

to

Mr. Saunders.

October 8, 1846.
In reply to an extract from minutes of proceedings of the Killarney Relief Committee,
dated the 5th instant, J. O’Connell, Esq. J.P. in the chair, addressed to me, I would state,
that Indian corn was imported, on the Government account, during the relief operations, which
terminated on the 15th August last, from the United States of America, chiefly the port of
New York, through the efficient intervention of the house of Baring, Brothers, of London
their shipping agents in New York were Messrs. Grennell, Minturn, & Co., who gave
every
satisfaction in the quality.
Their consignments, which were many thousand tons, were shipped
in December, 1845, and January and February, 1846.
Additional supplies were at a later
period (July) purchased in the Liverpool and Cork markets, afloat, chiefly Mediterranean corn,
shipped at Genoa, Naples, Trieste, Ancona, and Galatz and, except in some few instances,
where the corn had been too long on board, and become heated, was of excellent quality. The
price at that time averaged from 71. Ids. to SI. per ton.
The only agents I could name, in a
foreign port, are Messrs. Grennell and Minturn of New York; but I would not recommend
your Committee to send to a foreign port, to purchase on their own account; the risk is too
great, and there are many other reasons why it is not desirable.
I would rather advise all purchases being made in a port of the United Kingdom
and I would suggest the employment
of Mr. N. Cummins, Anderson's Quay, Cork, who has had much experience in the trade,
and
is the correspondent of Messrs. Baring’s house, to manage all your
business.
You may rely
on his judgment and integrity, and by such intervention you will be secured from a recurrence
of the reprehensible conduct, which I understand attended a recent order of your Committee,
for Indian meal to Cork, and which doubtless must have occasioned not only
considerable loss
to the Committee, but great disappointment to the people.
I trust, at a later period, as supplies from the United* States and
Mediterranean, the produce
of the late harvest, arrive, prices will have a considerable fall
though I must add, we have
France, Holland, Belgium, and Germany, all purchasing in the home and foreign markets
and these nations are formidable competitors.
Of present home produce, upon which, pending importations, committees must fall back,
barley at this moment is 33s. to 35s. per quarter
and peas, when ground, make an excellent
;
mixture with other flour ; there is nearly an average crop of them, and of good quality.
Beans
about half an average ; whole wheat meal, with all the bran ground up, is selling at
15Z. per
ton.
As regards Indian corn, I am of opinion for relief operations, it should be used whole not
,
manufactured, by the simple mode of cookery described in Art. No. 2 of the enclosed paper.
It affords a most wholesome and nutritious food
and the saving of time and expense, in its
conversion into meal, will be considerable and the risk in its transport, from the effect
of
weather, avoided.
I am so convinced upon this point, and the excellent quality of the
food so
prepared, that I would earnestly press upon your committee to make experiment upon
the
small quantity of Indian corn I now send.
At the same time, I would request the trial be
made u ith care, and under the eye of a person upon whom you can rely.
I shall shortly be prepared to aid you in water transport of any supplies
you may purchase,
on your giving me timely notice thereof.
•

;

;

;

:

;

;

Mr. N. Cummins

to Mi*.

Trevelyan.
Cork, October 9, 1846.

My last respects were of the 1st instant since when our corn markets
have continued to be largely supplied with home produce, prices of which have
been receding for the last few days Indian corn is unchanged in value shipments of oats from this port are beginning to take place during the week they
have amounted to about 12,000 barrels of 14 stone; there has also been some
small export of flour and oatmeal. A most abundant and providential take of
;

;

;

:

especially herrings, has greatly contributed to relieve the distress during
the last 10 days in the coast districts the supply of herrings, when salted, en;
ables the people to make use of the remnant of the potato crop, which could
scarcely be eaten without them.
fish,

The general topic of interest here at present is the proceedings of the Extraordinary Relief Sessions. Some of the earlier sessions held in this county, pro-
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ceeded in the most reckless manner to present for sums in many cases exceeding
the entire annual valuation, but those lately held have acted with more moderation, generally adopting 25 per cent, on the valuation as a maximum, and
leaving even that to be reduced by the selection which must necessarily be
made by the officer of the Board of Works so that the ultimate amount of
assessment, which it is expected may be sanctioned, will not probably exceed
15 per cent, generally on the valuation of the county of Cork.
The new arrangements in anticipation of an amendment of the law, lately
promulgated by the Lord Lieutenant, appear to give universal satisfaction and
I have learnt that at a barony sessions held yesterday, a large amount was presented for the drainage of a private estate.
There has arisen within the last month an unprecedented demand for here
(barley,) for seed ; the price has in consequence run up from 12s. to 25s. the
barrel of 16 stone it is a grain which comes to harvest fully a month before
any other. I think it manifest, that this sowing is intended as a substitute for
potatoes, and it certainly is a hardy prolific crop, well adapted for our poorer
;

;

;

soils.

me, that the new state of things, for which we must be prepared,
I mean the total change in the national food, from the potato (which was seldom the subject of purchase or sale) to a corn food, for the procuring of which
every man must each day have actual money in his hand, as also the fact, that
all wages must henceforth be paid in money, will require an amount of currency, and more especially of silver, which may, if not provided for, give rise
It occurs to

to difficulty.
I cannot, before I conclude, help observing with pleasure, that the most reall our late public meetings, is the total absence of all
party feeling, either political or religious men seem to have forgotten all
differences in the present crisis.

markable feature of

;

Enclosure.
Cork, October 9, 1S4G.

Receipt

of

Grain

in

Cork Market, from 2nd

Comparative Receipt

.
.

.

9th October, 1846.
Oats.

4177

59*78

1844
1845
1846

to

Barley.

Wheat.

.

for last

11,624

Three Years to

Wheat.

Barley.

24,756
13,414
25,044

18,892

1st

October.
Oats.

43,114
20,778
59,082

12,019

5108

N. Cummins.
Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

Castle, October 9, 1846.

I HAVE the honour to report to you, for the information of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the departure
of Mr. R. M. Bromley, on the morning of the 7th instant, and who will have
reported himself at their Lordships’ Board on his arrival in London.

It gives me great pleasure to lay before you, with so much impartial justice,
the merits of this gentleman, who possesses a clear comprehension of account, and
an indefatigable character of industry in carrying out the results of his talent and
perseverance.
From the nature of this service, and the suddenness with which our duties
were undertaken, he had to rely chiefly on himself, with such assistance, under
various interruptions, as I could afford him, and I have every reason to be satisfied
with the successful accomplishment of his task.
I therefore beg respectfully to recommend to my Lords that Mr. Bromley’s
conduct may be noticed to the Lords of the Admiralty in the terms of just praise
which his exertions have acquired for him.

Treasury Minute on the above.
Transmit a copy of this letter to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
and state that my Lords have much satisfaction in confirming Sir R. Routh’s
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statement that Mr. Bromley has rendered valuable public
service by the industry
ability with which he applied himself to
the important duty intrusted to
connexion with the relief operations in Ireland: and
their Lordships
trust that his conduct will be noticed with approbation
by the Lords Cominissioners of the Admiralty.
Transmit a copy of this minute to Sir R. Routh for his
information, and state
that, my Lords have requested the Commissioners
of Audit to place Mr. Andoe of
their department at the disposal of this Board, for the
purpose of immediately
S t0 Du jlm t0 sueceed Mr. Bromley in the superintendence of the Relief

and

m

him

Accounts
Also transmit a copy of this

letter

and minute

to the

for their information.

Mr. Trevelyan

Mb. Osborn made

^

0

diatT

his

“‘ S ‘°

R. Routh.

to Sir

October 10, 1846.
appearance yesterday. I gave him leave to
«o for
S parents; after whidl
he will proceed imme-

™“ h

to°Dublin

Commissioners of Audit

'

r

h Ch anC 1 i ° r ° f lle Exchequer agrees with me that
?
u ti for
r
available
this service; and I shall write to Rider

l

-

Adams ought

to

be made

accordingly by next mail
arrangement for you with the Commissioners
?
of
who has audited your accounts, and is highly spoken
of
proceed immediately to Dublin to place
himsllf under your
orders
The advantage of this appointment is, that
Mr. Andoe will not only
compile your accounts but will give them a preliminary
audit also, and much time
and trouble will thus be saved at the Audit office.
I shall be glad if you will take a suitable
opportunity of relieving Mr. Stevens
and
6 a sa‘ Isfact, r
y

,
Audh^L^M
and Mi. Andoe,

Audit

,

by every body,

is to

sendmg him back to Ins duties at the Audit office.
The Commissioners
1
cho .Mr. Andoe being taken from them them in
P
addition to
M, Hoffay,
Hoffav and
“‘‘l
f
Mi.
it would
he a natural and suitable arrangement
for Mr. Stewho was also taken from the Audit office, to return hither
when Mr Andoe
arrives.
We will write to you officially on the subject.

r

vens,

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

have the honour

I

Castle, October 10, 1846.

to lay before you, for the
information of the Rioffit

Honourahk my Lords Commissioners of Her

Majesty's Treasury, a copy

of a
from the Dnwtom of the Royal Canal, stating that the
indulgence granted
to the Government for the transit of
stores free of toll on the Royal
Canal
could no longer be continued, in consideration
of the great diminution
° n 11
it occa‘
sioned to the income of the shareholders.
a ea tome that this communication is in
x? PP. f
no way unreasonable; and
ih ' pS P e
issl
™’ } P r °P° se ™ acknowledging it, to thank them
h then Loidships name for the immunity
m
which has been conceded.
letter

tW

™

IS

.

Enclosure.

R

oyal Canal Board Rooms Broadstone
October 6, 1846.
h a e the honour
state, that the Directors of the
,
Canal, when they granted the privilege of Indian
boated upon the Canal free of toll, considered that it was for
a hmited quanntj, and 7
lor a limited time
that finding the quantity to be great, and that the
;
tolls to be remit ed amounted to 152/ 6a.
3d., considered that they were not warranted in
c.„

C0

G

Tw
T Royal
^
X
Western Railway and
nC

f "’‘I

ATi,lln,,,rr- eat
!'
’

&C

be,n

req

S

,

,

^

1

8.

,

1

epnVed

SscoiSedft

Su Randolph
src.
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Treasury Minute on

the above.

October 13, 1846.

Write
subject,

Canal

to Sir R. Routli that my Lords concur in opinion with him on this
and they approve of his communicating with the directors of the Royal
terms proposed by him.

in the

Commissary-General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Limerick, October 10, 1846.
I believe it is
I have the copies of letters upon Indian corn in the cob.
but I have no experience in this matter,
chiefly southern corn that is so shipped
I fear it might be open to abuse ; and in this country, they would have to learn
are sending out troops every day to
how to separate the grain from the cob.
.

;

We

the people cut the traces of the car horses ; in some
I have no doubt
instances obstruct them, and even strew the grain in the road.
but the severest examples will ensue, if these unhappy outrages continue ; the
people are too ignorant to know they are injuring themselves.
protect corn

coming

in

;

Enclosure.
Mr. Lockeron

to

Commissary- General Hewetson.

As your name is now associated with the introduction of Indian corn meal as a substitute
beg to say that there is quite a want of mill-power in Ireland, not only to grind
This might be greatly obviated by immediately
Indian corn, but to make flour and oatmeal.
instructing the people to use Indian corn whole, or broken, as it is a matter of certainty
Where prejudice interferes, distribute querns and
that most°excellent food is thus made.
hand-mills, which, compared with the Government expense of grinding, would be a bagatelle,
and go far in teaching a thoughtless, and perhaps indolent people, habits of economy and
I cannot get at present whole Indian corn to parchase in
management, now so necessary.
and why should this be with such an intelligent Commissariat?
smalls. All is mill monoply
for potatoes, I

;

Return

II.— COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Correspondence from the 5 th to the 7th October,

of

—

Youghal,
Bandon.
Donegal Killybegs.

Cork

—Renvyle,
Mayo—

Clifden.

Sligo

—

— Committee

recommend a change of
place for the sale of meal at Roscommon, and that none be supplied without tickets from the

Sfc.

—
—
—
—
—
—

the period of distress commenced 1st Septemand which will receive consideration, provided the Committee be constituted in accord-

ance with the Instructions.
Applications for Boohs, Papers,

—

That it was not the intention
of Government to have Commissariat depots,
except in the western districts, and there only
when not supplied by traders. That where the
depots are established, they will only be opened
where food is not provided by traders in suffiThat from the deficiency of
cient quantity.
foreign grain as yet in the markets, it is desirable that gentlemen of local influence should
unite in exertions for having the home harvest
That
produce brought extensively into use.
foreign supplies will not be available in sufficient quantities to lower the market prices

image

digitised

ditto.

Clare

Cork

ditto,

Roscarberry

ditto,

Skull ditto,

Midleton and Ballyspillane.

Donegal

—Killyshandra,

Kilcar, &c. Committee.

Galway— Letterm ore

—Brosna
— Drumahair
—Dunleer.

Kerry

ditto.

ditto.

Leitrim

ditto.

Roscommon — Roscommon Committee,

Applications for Grants, fyc.
Ballinspittal Committee, on subscriptions
Carrigbue Committee on subscriptions,

by the University of Southampton Library

—Knockbride Committee,
Cavan,
—Kiltan non,
Corcomroe Committee.
— Castle Bernard

Cavan

Louth

before December.

—

will not

subscriptions raised

ber,

Heads of Ansiver

Printed

That donations

I.

during the period of relief before the 1st September.
II. That Government do not contemplate making
any grant except upon subscriptions raised in

Cork Parish of Inver.
Donegal K illybegs.
Galway Roundstone.
King’s County Kinnetty.
Longford Moydow.
Meath Navan.

Cork

— Kil glass.

—Ballyhannis.
—

now be recommended on

—Glenaheiry Committee.

Applications for Meal, Food,

Longford

Mayo

Head of Answers.

Committee.
Chapelfield.

Waterford

—

—

Ballyliannis.

Roscommon

Applications for Grants continued.
Ovens Committee on subscriptions.
Clifden Committee ask loan of 100?.,
Kilmeen Committee, on subscriptions,
Galway Committee, on subscriptions.
King’s County Ballyroan Committee a free
grant of 20?.

Galway

—

Galway

1846, both inclusive.

—

Applications for Depots.

Sligo

—

Ballintober, North.
Liney, Upper, Committee.

—Nenagh

Tipperary

Digitisation Unit

ditto.

8,c.
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Application for Books , Papers,

Westmeath
Wexford

Wicklow

—Castletowndelvin,

fyc.

—

continued.

139

Instructions objected to by Committees.

— Miltown Malbag.
—Midleton and
Fermoy.
Limerick —
Tipperary —Tipperary,
Bansha.
Waterford — Carrickbeg.
Wicklow — Ashford.
Clare

Moycashel.
Enniscorthy,
Ferns Committee,
Fethard ditto.
Killegnoy ditto.
Ashford ditto.

—

Cork

Ballyspillane,

Castleconnell.

—

Books, &c. to be supplied where the Committees
are re-constituted in accordance with instructions.

Referred to Lieutenant of County.

Donations

—

Cork

to

Committees.

Ballinspittal, 30?.

Longford

Miscellaneous.

—Moydow, 35?.

Sligo— Corran,

Galway— Oranmore.

Asking to have a Commitformed in district, &c.
referring to Lieutenant or
Vice-Lieutenant of county.
Kerry— Knockane Committee, &c.
In reference to the disposition of the balance of their relief funds, &e.
Answered, referring to circular of Relief
Commission, dated 30th July, 1846, as
bearing on this subject.
Wicklow Arklow.
Representing the increase of Fever,

30?.

tee

Answered, by

Committees have re-assembled.

—Bailieborough,
Cavan.
—
—

Cavan

Cork Castle Bernard.
Galway Castle Kelly, Mountalbot,
Dunmore,

—

Roundstone.

Longford— Five Districts.
Louth Clogher Head.
Tipperary— Barony of Lower Ormond,
Nenagh.
Westmeath Throughout the county.

—

Referred to Poor Law authorities, &c.
Total of miscellaneous correspondence,

—

Commissariat Relief Office, Dublin
10 th October 1846.

Caslle,
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Return

Correspondence from

0f

RELIEF OFFICE.

the 8th to the 10th October, 1846, both dates inclusive.

Applications for Depots.

Cork

Applications for Grants.

— Ibane and Barryroe,

—
Committee,
—Virginia Committee, onon

Cork
Cavan

Bere Committee,
Inchigeely ditto,

Bandon
Bantry

Heads of Answers.— I. That donations will
not now be recommended on subscriptions

ditto.

—Newpallas
—Westport
—

ditto.

raised duriug the period of relief before the

ditto.

1st of

Queen’s County Mountmellick.
Sligo— Liney, Upper,

II.

Skreen.

Tipperary

subscriptions.
subscriptions.

Stradone Committee, on subscriptions.

ditto,

Limerick

Mayo

Mill-street

ditto,

Dunmanway

—Ballyfeord Committee.

September.

That Government do not contemplate matin"any grant, except upon subscriptions raised in
the period of distress commenced 1st Septem-

and which will receive consideration, provided the Committee be constituted in accordber,

ance with the Instructions.
Applications for Food, Meal, §c.
Cork Mill-street.
Donegal Dungloe.
Mayo— Westport.
Roscommon Frenchpark,
Mountalbot.

—

—

—

Applications for Books, Papers,
|

|

8,-c.

—Forkhill Committee.
—Killyshandra,
Ballyconnel.
—Killybegs.
Galway — Castle
King County — Parsonstown.
Louth —Termonfeckin.
Roscommon —Fuerty Committee.
Tipperary — Ballynaclough,
Armagh

Cavan

Donegal

—

Heads of Answer. That it was not the intention
ot Government to have Commissariat depots,
except in the western districts, and there only
when not supplied by traders ; that where the
depots are established, they will only be opened

where food is not provided by traders in sufficient quantity ; that from the deficiency of foreign grain as yet in the markets, it is desirable
that gentlemen of local influence
should unite in
exertions for having the honie harvest
produce
brought extensively into use
that foreign sup;
plies will not be available in
sufficient quantities to lower the market prices
before December.

Island.

s

Clogheen.

Westmeath— Tyrrell’s

Pass,

Castlepollard.

—Arklow Committee.
—Shelbourne.

Wicklow
Wexford

Books, &c. to be supplied where the Committees
are reconstituted in accordance with Instructions.
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Donations

—

Instructions objected to by Committee

to Committees.

Answered by sending

Cork Carrigboy, £ll.
Longford Lenamore, £45.

—

— continued.

a Supplement of Instruc-

and guidance of Relief
Committees, by which the Lieutenant of the
the ex-officio
is empowered, should
tions for the formation

County
Committees formed.

members be insufficient,

—

Longford The County.
Clare Ennis.

—

Westmeath

in the appointment of the respective
pf the Committees of the past season.

— Castlepollard.

—W
—

members

Miscellaneous.

Instructions objected to by Committees.

Cork

to exercise a discretion

Galway

estcarberry

the Committee’s
—Ballinasloe,
contingent expenses,
—Banagher, on the payment of
Committee, Secretary, &c.
—Athlone
relative to

&c., also

Clare

Kiltanon

Galway

— Dunmore.

King’s County

Tulla.

their

—
—
Thurles.
Waterford— Coshmore,
Coshbride.
Pass.
Westmeath —
Wexford — Carhew.

Westmeath

Limerick Newpallas.
Ballynaclough,
Tipperary

ditto.

&c.
&c.
Total of Miscellaneous Correspondence, 30.
that contingent expenses and the salaries of Secretaries are to be paid out of the fund
raised by subscriptions, or the fund formed of
subscriptions and the donation of Government.

Answered,

Tyrrell’s

Commissariat Relief Office Dublin Castle
10 th October, 1846.
,

II.— COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
of the Number of Communications referred by T. N. Redington, Esq., Undersecretary of State for Ireland, to Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routii, from 5th
1846 (both days inclusive), showing the Number of Applications from each
:
1st, for the Establishment of Depots ; 2nd, for Meal, Food, &c. ; 3rd, Proposals
for Storeage; 4th, Applications for Free Grants; 5th, Applications for Grants on Subscriptions; and 6th, Applications for Books,
c., for the use of Relief Committees; also, the

Return

to 7th October,

District

—

&

General Answer given

to

each Class of Application.

ESTABLISHMENT OF DEPOTS.

N umber
of
Applica-

(Number
CouLty.

Cavan
Clare

.

1

Cork

.

I

Ditto
Ditto

.

Swanlinbar.

1

Limerick

Milltown Malbay.

1

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

Donegal
Ditto

1

Kerry

1

Ditto .
Kildare

.

Charleville.

]

Macroom.

1

1

Leitrim

1

Ditto

.

Heads of Answer

—That

.

.

Longford .
Queen’s .
Tipperary

1

Ditto

Valencia.
Naas.t

1

Waterford

Dromkeen.
Drumsna.

1

Ditto
Ditto

1

Westmeath

1

1

Kilfinane.
Kilflynn.

.
.

1

Tralee.

1

Clanwilliam Barony.

.

•

Raphoe.
Rathmullen.

Schull.

.

1
1

1

Locality.

Applica-

1
1

1

County.

Locality.

.

.

.

Killmallock.
Cashel Parish.
Clarmallagh.
Cashel.
Tipperary.

Ardmore.

.

.

.

Glenaheiry Barony.
Waterford.
Kilbeggan.

was not the intention of Government to have Commissariat Depots, except
That, where the Depots
in the Western Districts, and there only when not supplied by the Traders.
are established, they will only be opened when food is not provided by the Traders in sufficient quantities.
That, from the deficiency of Foreign Grain as yet in the markets, it is desirable that gentlemen
of local influence should unite in exertions for having the Home Harvest Produce brought extensively
into use.
That foreign supplies will be available in sufficient quantities to lower the market prices
before December.
:

it

SUPPLIES OF MEAL, FOOD,
of
Applica-

County.

1

Clare

1

2

Cork
Donegal

1

Ditto

Kerry

1

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1

.

.

.

image

digitised

Counly.

1

Kerry

.

1

Leitrim

.

Drumhair.

Killybegs.
Milford.

1

Ditto

.

Drumshambo.

1

Mayo

.

Ditto

.

.

Clanmaurice Barony.
Corkaguinny Barony.

1

.

Kilorglin.

1

Ditto
Ditto

.

Sneem.

1

Tipperary.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Locality.

Fughenacmy Barony.

Kilcreest.

Bantrv.

Similar

Printed

of
Applica-

Locality.

.

1

1

&c.

Number

Number

Answer as

by the University of Southampton Library

to

1

.

.

Applications for Depots.

Digitisation Unit

.

Beltnullet.

H oily mount.
Killalla.

Westport.
Roserea.

COMMISSARIAT.
Number

Return of the

of Communications referred

141

by T. N. Redington, Esq., See— continued

PROPOSALS FOR STORAGE.

APPLICATIONS FOR FREE GRANTS,

Number

'

&c.

Number

of
Applied-

County.

'

of

Locality.

County.

Locality.

IIApplica|

|

Cork

.

....

Skibbereen

.

.

1

Cork
Longford

.

.

1

Tipperary

.

.

Cashel Parish.
Cashel.

1

Ditto

.

.

Donoughmore.

>

.

1

Noted and referred

to the Commissary Officer of
the district for his information.

.

.

Schull.

.

Heads of Answers :
1st. That donations will not now be recommended
on subscriptions raised during the period of relief before 1st September.
2nd. That Government do not contemplate making any grant except upon subscrip tions raised
of

in the period

distress

commenced

1st

Septem-

ber, which will receive consideration
provided
the Committee be constituted in accordance with
the Instructions.

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS ON SUBSCRIPTIONS.

APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS,

Number

&c.

Number

of

County.

A Ppbca-

Locality.

Subscription.

£.

Galway

1

.

!

Ardrahan

205

Grant.

s.

d.

2

0

£.
100

of
Applica-

1

S.

d.

0

0

County.

Clare

.

Donegal

Mevah.

tions.

1

Dublin

Tulla.

the
are constituted
in.accordance with the Instruc-

|

Office,

.

.

Books, &c., to be supplied where
Committees

j

j

Commissariat Relief

Locality.

Castle,

October 10, 1846.
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Hktohn

Number

of the

d “ yS

’.i
. m-'u
thaestabll

J“
*»mntofDepats;

^.
Objections

4tb

of

,0

1

r

RELIEF OFFICE.

Communications referred by T. N. Redington, Esc,. TJnderCommissary-General sir R»ndoeph J. Rodth, from 8th to 10th
mc slve)- showing the Number of Applications from each district;
2nd. for Meal, Food, &c. ; 3rd. for Free Grants, See.
J
Rule o of Instructions, and 5th. Applications for Grants
in Aid of Sub-

SfiS.

to

.

scriptions

;

also the general

Answer given

to

each

class of Application.

ESTABLISHMENT OF DEPOTS.

SUPPLIES OF

MEAL

FOOD,

&c.

Number
of
Applica-

County.

Locality.
j

1

Cork
Cork
Donegal

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Mayo

.

.

.

.

Monaghan.
Sligo

Heads

.

.

Kiidare
Leitrim

.

.

Wexford

.

.

Ardfield.

Clare
Clare

Castletown End.
Letterkennv.

.

.

Donegal
Donegal
Leitrim

Balia.

Mayo

Scothouse.

.

Tipperary

Kilrush.

Sixmile Bridge.
Killybegs.

Mulladerg.
Drumkeerin.
Claremorris.

Newport.

Tannagh.
.

Shelborne Barony.

ii

Answer: That it was not the intention of Government to have
Commissariat depots
except in the western districts, and
there only when not supplied by the traders.
That where the
« ep
s are established, they
will only be opened where food is not provided by traders
in sufficient
1
the deficienc y of foreign grain as yet in the markets, it is
desirable that
gentlemen oft ilocal influence should unite in exertions
for having the home harvest produce brought
xensively into use.
That foreign supplies will not be available in sufficient quantities to lower
the market prices before December.
to

,
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Return of the

Number

of Communications referred by T.

APPLICATION FOR FREE GRANTS,

N.

Redington, Esq., &c.

continued.

&c.

Number

Number

of
Applica-

County.

Locality.

Appli

1

Cork
Kerry

1

King’s

1

.

.

.

J

Locality.

Timoleague.

1

Listowel.
Philipstown.

1

Kilkenny
Limerick

1

Roscommon

1

Tipperary

Kilkenny.
Ralhkeale.
Athleague.
Fetherd.

.

.

.

j

I

Heads
1st.

—

Answers :
That donations

to

li

not now be recoinraised during the period

will

mended on Subscriptions
of

relief

j

2nd. That Government do not contemplate
making any grant except upon Subscriptions
raised in the period of distress commenced 1st
September, which will receive consideration provided the Committee be constituted in accordance with the Instructions.

Answered by sending a Supplement to In the formation and guidance of
Relief Committees, by which the Lieutenant of
the County is empowered, should the ex-officio
structions for

|

j|

before 1st September.

members be insufficient, to exercise a discretion
in the appointment of the respectable members
of the Committees of the past season, &c. &c.

[

|

’

!

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS ON SUBSCRIPTIONS.
Number
of

County.

Locality.

Applica-l

Cork

1

.

Subscription.

£. S.
41 11

Donoughmore

.
.

Grant.

d.
|

0

*

j

j

* Under consideration.

Commissariat Relief Office Dublin Castle,
,

October 10, 1846.

Sir R. Routii to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Dublin, October 10, 1846.

Castle,

I SEND copies of two letters to the Committees of Youghall and Westand the letter to which the first is an answer.
I send you four letters from county Donegal, addressed to Mr. Dobree.
You speak of the 100 tons for estport hut you must remember that there
are two depots of Clifden (which represents all Connemara) and Belmullet
(which represents the baronies of Erris and Tyrawley), and both the poorest
parts of all Ireland, quite as much so as Donegal” and a great deal more
populous.
There should be a thousand tons at least for such vast and wretched
tracts.
Sir Richard O’Donnell, of Newport, is trying to hold up against this
calamity. He is one of the generous and humane landlords, submitting to any
sacrifice, and only parsimonious in regard to himself.
I note your shipments on the way to Dublin, which will be all right
and as
regards the 8000 quarters of American corn for spring delivery, we must decide
for one-half for Galway and one-half for Sligo and Ballina (if possible), leaving the choice to Mr. Dobree.
They are only 24 miles apart; but we have
mills at each.
It is a pity you cannot make your contracts for 8000 quarters
for each of the four ports of Sligo, Westport, Galway, and Limerick, for I think
so well of the steeping the corn in warm water over night, changing the water
to cold in the morning, and so boiling it for three hours, that if we do not
succeed in procuring the hand-mills for breaking it, I shall act on this system,
and recommend it generally. I think that now is the time to make such contracts for delivery in April and May
and I wish I could prevail on you to see
it as I do, for there will be no home produce then, and we shall have nothing
but the foreign supplies. The surest way would be to send shipping for it, if
there was anything to load for the American ports but in any way, it would
be a prudent step to have 25,000 to 40,000 quarters under contract for the
spring upon which you can rely. It will save a world of anxiety, and put you

port,

W

;

;

.

;

:
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above the necessity of buying up everything that offers from
hand to mouth at
and it is a step that would not affect our markets here.
This of
course, looks to the future, for it is undeniable that
your exertions have been
very great, for you have 55,000 quarters now engaged on
their way to the
nigli prices,

United Kingdom, and your interviews with Mr. Erichsen
give you better
ol judging of future operations than I can
possess here without that

means

advantage.

With regard

to addressing these vessels, I will send

your

you on Monday a

list

information; and with respect to the 8000 quarters, if it
should be
more convenient to consign the whole quantity to one port, let it be Sligo
or
Ballina.
e must soon begin to think of Limerick, and of storing
some large
supplies at Kilrush, the port of Clare county.
The “ Madagascar” is at her
moorings at 1 arbert. I had a message from Lord Ventry yesterday,
stating his
apprehensions for our depot at Dingle ; but I hear nothing from
Mr. Hewetson
on the subject. There cannot well be a military detachment either at
Dingle
or Cahirciveen, or Valentia; and it would be an excellent substitute
if a brigof-war could be stationed there during the winter. The port is
excellent.
shall, at all our depots, reserve our supplies until the last
possible moment.
I
do not like to begin to fill the Longford and Banagher depots until
I can complete them ; and it is as well to delay it as long as we can,
for it can be accomfor

W

We

plished

m a very short period when we have the necessary supplies at Dublin.

have not yet been able to get a quern.
you copy of the last communication from Mr. Dobree, that you
may
how he is advancing. You will be pleased at the success he has met with
diminishing the supernumerary constabulary depots.

I

I send
see

m

Enclosure.

Mr. John

to Sir

R. Routh.

Youglial Relief Committee, October 3, 1846.
1 HAV
he 0n °. UI fO ackno wl ed
receipt of an extract from a letter
by you to
g?
fi
P
A ,
Tj
D
,
Rear
Admiral
Sir Hugh
Pigof, and daled 29th September, in reply to
a communication in
which he transmitted
a copy of a requisition from the Authorities at
Youghal
for a supply of
6
^
meal from the Government stores at Cork.”
Therein you state that “ the Authorities from Youghal
can be supplied by the trade ” and
°Jeet t0 th ' S ' SSUe
e '' ttTely
osed
10
the
regulations
on which you are now directed
°PP
toact”
,

“

™

With reference to this information, I beg to state that there are
no Authorities in Youghal who
conceive that the duty devolves on them of supplying
food for the inhabitants of a very litfensive
populous and impoverished district, nor do any
funds whatever exist as a capital to be appro,
prated for such a purpose, or to defray the heavy loss which must
necessarily ensue from such
an undertaking in the present lamentable and extraordinary
state of the country.
The magistrates of this district, in conjunction with the Belief Committee,
found if necessary
to make the application referred to on the
grounds stated therein; but I take leave to say
at
their desire, that these bodies, being composed
o. individuals voluntarily associated for the
benevolentpurpose of endeavouring to mitigate
the calamities with which our country has
been
^
visited, and while they have used their best
exertions, and given their co^tributions according
to their means for this purpose, it cannot
he expected, nor will they consent to involve
themselvffi
in the enormous liabilities of such an
undertaking.
The Relief Committee have applied their energies unceasingly,
and through Divine blessing
°
successfully, lor the past season to the discharge of their
functions.
Theirjunds are now exhausted. The emergency of the last fortnight
has caused the expen^
r
dUure
of 400/., which had remained in hands
on closing their accounts.
The attempt to obtain future subscriptions would be fruitless in
consequence of the lar^e
amount required, the combination against the payment of
rent and the suspension of ordinary
3
mercantile operations ; their labours must therefore come
to a close within a veru short period.
Ihe ordinary channels through which it might be expected
that the demand would secure
uie supply are not available in the
present case for the following reasons:
lrade in this port is altogether paralysed, as
well by the interruption to the supplies from
nit country through combination
and intimidation among the working classes, as more particuiarly by the conflicting statements
made from different organs of the Government. The
lime Minister declared in Parliament
that the Government icould not interfere with the
ordinary course of trade; but,
on the other hand, his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is
“ SVe s tated " in communication with a deputation from Cork, that
the Government
l ,
i!°
av
® care ,
the price offood did not exceed a point which would
,
render it available for
the labouring population
of the country.
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This point it is palpable has been already reached, if not exceeded, notwithstanding that a
considerable advance has taken place in the rat e of labour ; and therefore private individuals are
naturally unwilling to engage in the importation of food, a speculation which they conceive under
the circumstances could only issue in ruinous loss. Besides this, the repeated demonstrations
of physical force, and. threats of violence, and perpetration of plunder in this locality are producing the effect of inducing such merchants as have made purchases of grain to export the
same beyond the reach of such hazard, and others (and those are among the most extensive
in the trade) have suspended all operations at present.

2nd. This locality

is

unfavourably circumstanced for converting

home produce

into food in

consequence of very great deficiency of mill power within an available distance, and also from
the staple being chiefly black oats, an unsuitable and unproftable article for mealing purposes.
3rd. The merchants of this port, by memorial to his Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant, offered to
operate for the relief of the markets in this emergency, provided they were secured from the loss
which they anticipated as in the highest degree probable ; and they considered that such a guarantee

from the Government would be only fair and legitimate for them to expect, inasmuch as it was
the declared intention of interference by the Government at a certain point that in their view
rendered the prospect ofloss inevitable; but their memorial has been hitherto unsuccessful.
Under these circumstances, and with the prospect of the exhaustion of the supplies of food
within a very few days (a state of things most awful in its consequences when we consider
what a wide and wild extent of country is now for the first time dependent upon this, the only
toion therein, for its supply), the Magistrates and Relief Committee made the urgent requisition
to Sir Hugh Pigot for the immediate transmission of meal from the Government depot at
Cork, and the establishment of a depot, at Youghal, to which you so decidedly object.
They had not then, nor have they now, any other alternative. They foresee nothing but
plunder, anarchy and bloodshed as the inevitable result of the course which the Government or
those in authority think proper to take, and they respectfully desire that you will have the
kindness to communicate to the proper quarter this their decided protest against that course,
and a renunciation on their part of all responsibility for the consequences which are likely to
ensue.
I am desired by the Relief Committee again strongly to press the application on which this
correspondence is founded, and to add a declaration of the aggravated character of the impending danger.
The only mill vnthin reach cannot possibly supply the demand, and food fit for
immediate use must be forwarded to Youghal instantly by the Government if human life is not
under the most fearful circumstances, probably both by famine and the sivord.
P.S. The length to which my communications has run precludes me from dwelling upon
the impossibility of subsistence being afforded to the labouring population at the price of whole
meal, which you quote 15. per cent., with the advanced rate of wages here, now Is. per day.
have felt compelled to sell Indian meal at a halfpenny per stone, involving a loss of 50 per

to be sacrificed

We

cent., but

we can do so no more.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. John.
Dublin

Castle, October 6, 1846.

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant, iu which you represent in strong language the condition of Youghal, and that for its relief there was, in your
opinion, no alternative but the permission to draw supplies from the depot at Cork, now in
course of transfer to Limerick.
Permit me to observe to you, that the emergency which has to be provided for this year is
not a local deficiency, as that of the last season, which could be supplied from the abundance
of other quarters, but a general scarcity, extending with a greater or less degree of intensity
over the United Kingdom, and the whole of Western Europe ; and I humbly conceive that
neither you nor other gentlemen of influence can divest yourselves of the responsibility of
assisting to meet this general calamity.
With France and Belgium and Holland, as competitors with ourselves in the food-market,
it is impossible not to have high prices, if we expect to obtain our share of what is offered for
sale.

The Government depots, limited now to the Western Coast, are not even there intended to
form the primary or principal means of subsistance to the people, but merely to furnish a last
resource, when all other means of subsistence (whether from the harvest just got in, or from
importation) are exhausted, and the depots are therefore in no case to be drawn upon whilst
food can be obtained by purchases from private parties.
It cannot be denied that this subsistance can be obtained by purchase at Youghal and at
Cork, and at the same rates as those of the Government depots, which are the trade prices.
Permit me also to bring to your recollection the pledge given by Her Majesty’s Government, that no interference will be exercised with the provision trade in the Eastern Division of
Ireland, to which your town belongs.
I feel persuaded that all these are considerations which should induce you to meet together,
and to combine for the general good, either by subscription, to which a liberal donation will be

advanced, or by loan fund amongst yourselves, to apply a part of the home produce to the
subsistence of the people, or by such other measure as you yourselves will be best able to suggest ; but I cannot believe, as a body of gentlemen voluntarily associated for benevolent purposes, that you will consent to abandon this duty to the alternative of plunder and disorder.
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R. W. M'Ibrea.
Dublin

_

0 aCkn °'V,ed ° e the
hand yeatmlay.
1
1

Iam

T
*{®
It '. J,
as

recei

P t of your

letfer

1846.

which only came

to

that
Ver { Ked any defillite eriod of five
months; but in replying to your
P
]
end aVaur
!° explain to you the position in which I think the country stand/
Q
only in September
that the complete failure of the
potato crop

V

0r the

the

Castle, October 9,

1st instant,

RhTsi

dehaulc -v

G

I nd,an

7~

M maka Tknown
-“ngeme.i
was

C°

•

and

it
1

corn can only be procured from the Mediterranean
18
usual ,hat such importations should arrive in
the
Before the orders could be sent out, the
cargoes collected and shipped,

L'ia

-

.

T

RrfZT’

midst of
ot harvest.
harvest

1

and

antlc P^O'-med, a period varyinf
from two-and-a-halfTo three
months
month/rmjs^elanse
must elapse. In the meanwhile there has
been in the United Kingdom a fair average
crop of wheat of good quality barley has not
been quite an average ; and in some parts
;
oats
aVGra
n
the oat cro in Ireland°has been sue; but
P
h
0
0l b * C0
™P lete d\ general failure, have left sufficient, though of
fo?°i^A
for
the ^en^
people f^ a
varying

f “

bad qualify,
ba^miali^
f,,

t

or

for

y

t

W

period

1C1 has t0

Y
?

from one to four months.
supply the country from

e surmounted, is to

,^

,

this date to the

P, bab 6 ' hat 8 “PP te "»
“re that die to atSK in leotin,
„ home produce must now be brought
into consumption, and it is decidedly
? “ tmtttul, but ihe
for the benefit of the holders of it
to sell now when thly have the market to
themselves
1 f° r 16 amTal ° f the lar e ln3
P°rtations which are now on their way to
»
c'ompeto
with tern

fhe

dllTS'

'°

^

Si

th a‘
1116 m
,“ t!n » S shouW result ia a solution to apply to Government
b
n .t0 “'I
S c ! hcr and S“gge«i"g some plan to meet the pressu, e which is on the
oounhv for Tt 'is‘ ff S “ C1
°‘' t8' rather
than by P etiti °n - that the emergency
y
is to be
overeoLf
I hope you will bear in mind that
the Government cannot feed the whole
population- that
your own exertions and the trade must
first put

forth their resources
IhaffGovernmS
;
depots are not primary or principal means
of subsistence, but only as a resource when
other
means ate exhausted ; neither must you
be alarmed at high prices.
have all Western
r
F anCe ' Be ? !“ ' aml HoUaml in competition with us in the
food market, and if you
f“
eT;„
expect
to b
hate your share, you must offer such
a price as will induce the trade to brine it to
yotu door.
I enclose to you copy of a letter which
has been received from an Irish magfstrate
and dtatrumn of a con, mtt.ee, and I hope that
the data which it affords may

We

m

£ SSefJ

" my P ° Wer>
8 Wbole C °“ ntly is called u
P° n for its offorts against the
sibu'!
.
1
stble to expect
success unless
every branch of the community

Mi. Russell

to Assistant

but °nly assis,aa “'

same calamity, and

10

it

is

contributes to promote

it.

imposP

Commissary-General Stevens.

Lackbeg, Dungloe, October 1, 1846.
*°‘ roubl 5’™, but the urgency of the case
must plead my excuse. The
f
inhabitant
inhabitants of this parish have from
time to time been told that a supply of meal
would be sent
and twice now the H amor steamer has
come into Rutland harbour! and, after remaining some
C
“
*» G ,ee d0re a " d dMla
1« cargo
fnStST have
inhabitants
b
,
money to purchase
who have no com or other produce. Relyinvmn
1

'

#

-

the

mdl viduals
ir
“P OTti "S:- There is not a stone ofnfeal to be
p? n? h ' wlth a population of near 10,000 ; and as the local represents,
° tb e par,sh ar ooked toto make the condition
of the people known-

goHhrlnonevIn
fives

,

rT

and
andunlei'tf
unless the promised supply
,

?|

sent without a day’s delay, I tremble for the
result.

is

Mr. Oliphant

to

Deputy Commissary- General Dobree.

Ballycouncil House, Faltarrow, Dunfonagnes, Octobei' 2, 1846.
lelter und feel particularly obliged
by your allowing me to
tllls Po?II have written to the manager of the Belfast
V"fr-1 by
lank nt t !,
,ng ,0 S nd
«¥ Stevens a lptter of credit for the amount, 63Z. 6s. S d. Oatmenl
,r
t e,e
e
*}°" for -4s. a hundred, and the distress is very great in
consequence of
the lijo-li I’"®
1 ho je > whci1 a supply arrives in Sligo,
g P
l
you will allow me to get some
more
T
h’ a
‘"^ S be accountable for the amount, and will forward the money without anv
Sill?;
Vi
P°P» la,lon >s so great here, I hope Government will see the necessity of formin'n rWt 1 i?
nd
ar sycha distance (20 miles) from any market town,
tha°t
"u
f
ere c °sts o
2s. a hundred.
This adds very much to the expense. I would like
to -Pt^nmn
0 t some of the biscuits, as I think such cheap food would answer
the people very well.

™c

JUSt

pet even

?

Yed yo n
'

'

-

-

f}
° ( Ind,a,

.

caZllu!
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Rev. James

Ovens

to

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree.
Inniskeel House, Navarin, Arclara, October 3, 1846.

Dublin Castle, ol the
I this clay received from the office of the Commissary- General,
date of the 1st instant, from which the following is an extract:
_
“ I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, (which has
will communicate to
arrived here this day,) and to request that the Inniskeel Relief Committee
Deputy Commissary -General Dobree, at Sligo, their desire to have a depot at Portnoo.
This day brought under a full meeting of all the persons acting as the Relief Committee of the

—

now

refer

to, when it was

resolved,

—That

this

meeting

Inniskeel the
extensive parish
nearly 30 miles long
are of opinion that from the great extent of the parish of Inniskeel, being
and 9 broad, there will be required two depots of supply, one at Portnoo for the lower part of
that place, and the large
the parish, having an extensive sea coast, and another at Glenties for
mountain districts that surround it ; and that from the convenience of the port ot Portnoo, it
letter I

of

should be the landing place for both depots.
this quarter of the country Irom want
I have not words to describe the state of destitution of
The poor farmers
are 45 Irish miles from a sure market.
of a supply of food for sale.
45 Irish miles to Derry
are now compelled, at a ruinous expense of time and money, to go
market, and then pay an exorbitant price for Indian meal.
There is only one mill, which is at Glenties, and, I regret to say, that the home supply would
ol corn for
an
exchange
and
as
to
spring;
ensuing
grounds
the
their
than
seed
do little more
The distance from a regular port
meal, as far as concerns this country, it is impracticable.
renders it impossible, and, even if within its reach, little trade in this way could be carried on,

We

as the people of these parts principally cultivate the potato crop.
There is a coast guard station at Portnoo, and a good store ; and at Glenties there is a constabulary station, where storasre could also be procured.
The distribution of meal could, therefore, be carried on without any expense to Government,

having their own officers

to superintend the sale.
The Relief Committee most earnestly desire me to call your humane and immediate attenand utter destitution of the people of this extensive district, and also to
point out Portnoo as a safe and convenient harbour for a steamer to land supplies, irom which a
depot at Glenties could be supplied.
people of this country.
I have to solicit your consideration to the deplorable state of the
Those who have means, as if they had none, far away from a regular market or trading, many
many in a state bordering on
of them compelled to use the the most unwholesome food,

tion to the situation

—

starvation.

We,

steamer
therefore, request immediate supplies to be forwarded to Portnoo by the first
be made available for the purpose.
starvation to
of opinion, from all I can hear and perceive, if there is any further delay,

that can
I

am

many will be

the consequence.

Mr. Forster

to

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree.
Rossliine Lodge, October 4, 1846.

I was delighted to hear that you are now stationed in Sligo, as there is no doubt a most
active-minded man will be required in this district to manage the distribution ot the provisions
idea.
in the awful times that are before us, of which I am confident no one can form the least
I should have answered yours written me from Sligo long since, only I did not know where to
direct; and feel very much obliged by your arranging with Mr. Stevens to send to Rutland

30 tons of oatmeal, and though I immediately wrote to him about it, did not get an answer,
As you are now
letter, having been ordered some place else.
therefore I fear he did not get
on the spot, I am in great hopes you will send it to me, and if you can manage this you will
told the poor people it was to come, and
oblige me more than I can find words to express, as
they well know I never deceived them ; and as I have their full confidence, I trust you will not

my

I

allow me to fall in their good opinion in this instance, and particularly iu these times, when it
You can form no
so necessary to keep up a good feeling between the gentry and people.
Upwards of 200 people from the Island
opinion of the want here, particularly in the Islands.
I do believe they had not one morsel
of Arramore came in a body to this house yesterday.
to eat, and all they wanted at present was meal to purchase ; but if they gave lrf. per lb. or Is.
At first
per lb. for it, they could not get it, as there is not 100 lbs. for sale in all this country.
they appeared to be inclined to do mischief ; but when I reasoned with them they went away
As
quietly, as I told them I was certain meal would be sent to Rutland in a few days.
with
I know every man in this country intimately and by name, I have a very great influence

is

them ; and only I think it my duty to stand by the poor people, and also to assist the Government to carry out their measures, and keep the country quiet, I would leave this, and take my
family to England till those times pass over, as it is most difficult to say what hunger may do.
in
I have been engaged for the last week (by the directions of Lord G. Hill) in taking down
When I was so engaged
writing the circumstances of every tenant on his Lordship’s property.
on one of the townlands, word came to the people that the steamer was coming in with meal,
and I never saw anything like the joy of men, women, and children; you would think they
were frantic; running from house to house with the news, and numbers went off immediately
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(o purchase meal, but, unfortunately, the bar was so much up, the
steam-boat would not
venture in; and though within one mile of the starving people, she
was obliged to go away
with the meal, and home they returned to their children with empty
bags, and sorrowful
countenances, but they returned quietly, with a hope that something will be

done

for

As

them

I know you must have endless applications, I have to apologise for this
long letter, and shall
only add, that should business bring, you here, Mrs. F. and I will be very
glad to take the best
care of you.

Deputy Commissary-General Dobref.

to Sir

R. Routh.
Sligo, October 8, 1846.

My

letter. No. 151, of the 6th instant, will
satisfactorily reply to yours of the same
date, relative to the reduction of our constabulary depots.
I trust that I have fully realised all
your intentions on this subject, and that you will approve of the cautious
mode which I have
adopted of gradually, but definitively, transferring these sales to the
Relief Committees.
I
had at. one time thought of effecting the reduction by the method resorted to
at Longford,

but experience has satisfied me that
suppression of our out-stations has,

in

these cases half measures will not succeed.

The

I am persuaded, had the desirable effect of drawing
into consumption, and of calling into action the exertions
of all classes
make up the deficiency from those resources pointed out bv Governin the Ireasury Letter of the 30th ult.
I shall, whilst our markets are so totally destisome extra assistance to those Committees whose labours have been

home produce

m

their vicinity to

ment

tute of fereign (ood, give

thus brought into greater activity.
I enter hand and heart into the line of conduct prescribed
tor my guidance— satisfied of its imperative necessity; and
I will attentively watch the operations of the trade, so as to extend, restrict, or entirely withhold
our issues, according to the
supplies of foreign meal or flour in our local markets.
The influential people of the°coun‘ry
all acknowledged the wisdom and policy of so doing,
though they would be constantly enforcing its violation.
With such a gigantic reformation as the one before us, the corner stones
must be laid on a solid foundation, whatever the cost maybe.
nCe t0 y our l etter > N°. 1 70, enclosing a return of steam- vessels
to be employed
in the Relief Service on the coast of Ireland,
I must entreat that you would apply for one
capable of stowing 60 to 80 tons of meal being attached as soon
as possible to this district.
I he “Warrior” is still, I am persuaded, lying in her
harbour of refuge in Mulroy Lough,
and there is every probability of her consuming a whole month in
carrying 15 tons of meal
Irom hence to the coast of Donegal. There is no trade at all on the
west coast of that country
Ihere are no markets, and I am most anxious to keep our three
coast-guard stations re
plenished until a depot is formed at Killibegs or Gweedore.
I trust that as soon as you have
a disposable officer, you will order him to Bunbeg, where it is so
desirable to form a small
reserve, in consequence of the difficulty of throwing in
occasional small consignments at this
season of the year.

^

!

^

•

You

would most essentially facilitate our operations if you could have one or two
of the
cargoes of corn intended for this district sent direct to Ballina.
Vessels drawing 12 feet can
unload at the quay in the river Moy, a mile below the town and the distress
which prevails
;
throughout the interior of the county of Mayo calls for more assistance
than I have transport to
a fiord them. The carriers of this place claim the
exclusive privilege of conveying all our supplies
Ballina by land, which would be absurd with the heavy rain that
falls 20 out of each 24
hours.
They have intimidated the crews of the small vessels here to that decree that
they
°
1
dare not take our freights.
lor

Mi*.

Trevelyan

to Commissary-General

Hewetson.
October 10, 1846.

I

AM

obliged to you for your explanation about the causes of

in the transmission of the stores

You speak

from Cork

of the remaining quantity of

tlie

delay

to Limerick.

new

naval biscuit at Cork being availit necessary that I should inform
you that it has been determined to
a reserve there both of biscuit and salt
Dork, which, although nominally held on account of the navy, is really intended
for
army purposes, and is not to be diverted from being in readiness for that object.
I hope to continue to hear from you freely how things are
going on in your
quarter.
Your letters are regarded* here with a high degree of interest, conveying, as they do, current intelligence of a
very momentous state of affairs.
able for relief purposes if required,

which makes
keep

T2
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Commissary-General Filder to Mr. Trevelyan.
Commissariat, Canada, Montreal,
September 12, 1846.

In pursuance of tlie orders of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s
Treasury, conveyed to me by your letter of the 18th ultimo, the following officer a
and directed to proceed to England by the first
opportunities that may subsequently offer
will be immediately relieved

:

Assistant Commissary-General Millikin,
Deputy Assistant Commissary-General R. Routh,
,

,

,

,

,

,

,

,

T. Gem,
M'Culloch.

J. R.

With

the most anxious desire to meet their Lordships’ instructions to the fullest
it wholly impracticable, by means of the establishment which will
my disposal after the removal of the officers above-mentioned, and of
Assistant Commissary-General Rayner, ordered to Bermuda, to make any arrangement for carrying on the duties of the department at the more important posts in
this command in a satisfactory manner, if Assistant Commissary-General Adams
were likewise to be removed. I am under the unavoidable necessity, therefore, of
retaining that officer until relieved by another of experience, and capable of
superintending extensive duties.
The presence of Mr. Adams in this country
will, moreover, I apprehend, be requisite for some time to come, to protect the
interests of the Crown in matters relating to the service on which lie has for
several years past, until recently, been employed under instructions from the
Master-General and Board of Ordnance, and out of which there is reason to
Mr. Adams is indeed now absent from his post
believe that litigation may arise.
for the purpose of giving evidence, at the request of the Ordnance officers, in a
suit instituted against that department in connexion with these transactions.
extent, I find

remain at

Treasury Minute on the

above.

October 16, 1846.

Write

Commissary

my Lords

had before

that
have
General
them his letter of the 12th ultimo. No. 1538, and although their Lordships are
ready to admit that he had strong grounds for taking on himself the responsibility
of suspending the execution of their orders for the immediate return to this
country of Assistant Commissary-General Adams, the circumstances of the service
in Ireland are nevertheless such as to render it necessary that Mr. Adams should
embark for this country by the first opportunity, notwithstanding the inconvenience his absence may occasion to the Commissariat and Ordnance service in
Canada. And their Lordships therefore desire that Mr. Filder will submit the
subject to the Commander of the Forces, and instruct Mr. Adams accordingly,
making the best arrangements in his power to supply Mr. Adams’s place.
Transmit copy of this Minute to Sir R. Routh for his information.
to

Filder

-

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Commissary-General Filder.
October 10, 1816.

We are much obliged to

you for your prompt execution of the important
the officers for Ireland.
You undoubtedly had strong reasons for assuming the responsibility of retaining
Mr. Adams ; but there are still stronger reasons connected with the state of Ireland
and Scotland for his coming home without delay and the Chancellor of the
Exchequer desires me to request that you will make the best arrangements in your
power for supplying his place, and send him home by the next packet, if possible.
Mr. Adams is considered to have peculiar qualifications for this very peculiar
orders for sending

home

;

service.

You

must select the best man among the junior officers to supply his place at
Montreal and the vacancies thus created may be filled by persons who have
acquired experience as temporary clerks, or by persons of any sort of respectable
character and business-like habits to say nothing of the resource which is always
open to you of employing military officers with the consent of the Commander of
;

;

the Forces.
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Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle,

Dublin, October 10, 1846.

I have the honour to lay before you, for the consideration
of the
Eight Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury,
copy
of two letters from Commissary-General Hewetson, dated the 4th and
6th of
October, in which ho submits the appointment of Captain Mann, at
the rate of
10s. per diem, to continue the duties that he performed under
the orders of
Sir Edward Coffin, in charge at Kilrush, and generally carrying
on the
issues and other duties in the Lower Shannon, as detailed in
Mr. Hewetson’s
letter.

I beg leave to

recommend

such duties
for their Lordships’ decision.
efficient officer in

1

the appointment of Captain Mann, as a most
but I submit the (question of his remuneration

Mr. Hewetson also applies for the increase of Is. per diem in behalf of
Mr. Hill, in charge of the Dingle depot— increasing his pay from is. to or.
per diem; and, considering his increased responsibility and duty, I beg
0 to
recommend
his case to their Lordships’ favourable consideration.

Enclosures.
Commissary- General

Hewetson

R. Routh.

to Sir

Commissariat, Limerick, October 4, 1846.
bring under your early consideration the expediency of putting the depot at
Kilrush, which will be a most important one
looking to the demands that will be made from
Clare, and that part of Kerry on the south or left bank of the Lower Shannon
on a permanent footing, in charge, under my orders, of an efficient officer. The duty of the depot has
hitherto been most satisfactorily executed by Captain Mann, Inspecting- Commander of the
Coast-guard in that district; and I would earnestly recommend his Commissariat appointment to that^ charge under the new arrangements to comprehend the superintendence of the
floating depot about to be moored atTarbert, and direction, under my orders, of the
steam
and other transport to be at our disposal iu the Lower Shannon. The rate of pay allowed
Captain Mann will, of course, be a point for reference and consideration at the Treasury.
His establishment as Clare Castle, in case of its being again made a sub-depot, will be
within his district
should consist of a temporary clerk and his present storekeeper.
In order to the due security of the meal and other supplies at Kilrush, it will be requisite,
without loss of time, to have a fit building for the depot. The boat-house belon°-in°- to the
coast-guard, hitherto temporarily used, not being sufficiently dry or secure for winter
service,
a building of the description required, and well situated, can be obtained at a moderate rate.
On your determining to carry this proposition into effect, the necessary steps shall be taken
I

would

—

—

—

—
—

to

remove the supplies, and place the establishment, on a footing similar

to the other reserve

depots.
I

have your directions

to

put the building at Cahirciveen

in

order for our depot, and would

propose Mr. Thomas Nash, who served on my establishment at Cork as warehouseman, and
who gave me even' satisfaction, being appointed storekeeper in charge, with the daily pay of
5.?., which is the lowest rate I could
offer him.
Moving from Cork to that remote place, it
will also, for the due Security of the service, be necessary a constabulary constable should'
be attached to the depot, and that the building be put under a watchful surveillance of the local
and coast-guard establishments. I propose to commence sending from Haulbowlinethe supplies to stock it on or about the middle of this month.

police

Commissary-General Hewetson

to Sir

R. Routh.

Commissariat, Limerick, October

6,

1S46.

Referring to my letter. No. 171, I would observe it is essential Captain Mann’s
appointment should be similar to that of any other officer placed in charge of an important
Commissariat Relief station, which Kilrush, with its dependencies, as noted therein, will
necessarily be
his naval rank and knowledge
looking to the locality
render his appointment to Kilrush still more desirable. The accounts of the station will, of course, be prepared
as pointed out in your instructions recently issued, and incorporated
monthly with those of
Limerick. As this officer is on full pay in the coast-guard service, I should think 10s. per
diern in addition will be an adequate remuneration for
the performance of the Commissariat
duties, to commence from the date your approval shall arrive.
Mr. Hill, in charge of the Dingle depot, should, as requested by me, receive 5s. per diem,
from the date of his appointment
it is the lowest rate which can be offered, considering the
responsible duties he has to conduct, and that he has removed from Cork to so remote a

—

:

—

:

district.
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Treasury Minute on the above.
October 13, 1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh, that their Lordships consider that Captain
might with advantage be employed under Commissary-General

Mann

Ilewetson’s
But, predirections in the Commissariat operations in the Lower Shannon.
viously to giving their sanction to his appointment, their Lordships wish to be
more distinctly informed what is the nature and extent of the charge proposed
to be intrusted to him, and whether his duties in connexion with the coastguard will allow of his devoting his time and energies to the necessary degree
to the relief service.
Also state, that their Lordships approve of the pay of Mr. Hill, who is in
charge of the Dingle depot, being increased from 4s. to 5s. a-day, from the
date of his appointment to the charge of that depot.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle, Dublin, October 17, 1846.

Adverting to your letter, No. 330, dated 13th instant, conveying to me
the commands of the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s
Treasury, to report further on the nature and extent of the charge proposed to be
entrusted to Captain Mann, and whether his duties, in connection with the Coast
Guard, will allow of his devoting his time and energies to the necessary degree to
the relief service, I have now the honour to lay before you, the further report
of Commissary-General Hewetson, which I trust will be found full and satisfacfactory ; and it is to be observed, that the naval experience of Captain Mann in
that particular district, offers a convenience to the service, which we could not
derive from another quarter.
With regard to the duties which will be exercised by Captain Mann, as an
accountant, I shall endeavour to limit them to the receipt of the payments made
for the issues of the Kilrush depot, which will be forwarded, at short periods, to
Limerick, and the clerk in charge will keep the Store Accounts, to be incorporated, as heretofore, in the Store Accounts of Limerick.
Ido not see any other course that could be so advantageously adopted, as that
which Mr. Hewetson proposes, but the amount of remuneration is entirely open
to their Lordships’ decision.

Enclosure.
Commissary-General Hewetson

to Sir

R. Routh.

Commissariat, Limerick, October 16, 1846.

With

reference to the observations contained in Treasury Letter, No. 330, of the 13th
your address touching the nature of the duties to be intrusted to Captain Mann, and
whether his duties in connection with the Coast Guard, will allow of his devoting his time and
energies to the necessary degree to the relief service; I have the honour to state, referring to
my letter. No. 171, that Kilrush, from its local situation, should be a considerable sub-depot,
not only for the supply of Clare, but that part of Kerry on the Lower Shannon, as far into the
interior as Listowel.
The facilities of transport by water, which Captain Mann, from his
Coast Guard appointment, command, and the active readiness with which he has always so
usefully applied it for relief services, together with his experience and knowledge of that part
of the country, make it highly desirable his services should be retained as recommended he
will, of course, be an accountant for the Kilrush depot, in the same manner as other
accountants holding similar charges, and he will need the assistance of a temporary clerk,
whenever his duties again become extensive. I do not propose putting the depot in “ Madagascar” under his orders, (observing Tarbert is about ten miles from Kilrush), but I purport
making use, when necessary, of his means to communicate with her, and his advice in the
employment of the steamers and other vessels, which are to be at my disposal in the Shannon
for you are aware, that this is a wild inclement coast, and the mouth of the Shannon open to very
heavy weather, and every precaution is necessary in sending forward our consignments during
the approaching winter, under the eye of an experienced seaman.
Captain Mann is perfectly
ready to give his services for this object, and I do not apprehend that his Coast Guard duties
will prevent him from doing it full justice ; in naming a rate of pay for his services, I have had
no sort of communication with him thereon, nor is he aware I have proposed it.

instant, to

;
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Treasury Minute on the

above.

October 20, 1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh that under the explanation which has now been
furnished,
their Lordships are pleased to appoint Captain Mann to the charge
of the Kilrush depot, with the understanding that he will give all the assistance
in his
power in forwarding with speed and safety, the shipments which will be made
during the winter from the “ Madagascar” store ship to different
points on
the coast.

Captain Manns remuneration will be 10s. a-day without allowances.
Their Lordships desire that Sir R. Routh will report what arrangement has
been
made for the charge of the depot on board the “ Madagascar,” and for securing
the due realization of the value of the issues, and the prompt and
accurate
rendering of the accounts.

Commissary-General ITewetson

Mr. Trevelyan.

to

Limerick October 11, 1846.
,

.

SEND the “ Limerick Chronicle” of yesterday you will see the people
are stopping the grain from coming into the city.
The fact is the farmers are
not only tempted by the high prices, but they are anxious to bring their
grain to
I

;

market, fearing it will be plundered in the country, as the people become
more
straitened for food ; it is true that distress in many places is
extreme, although
jood is in the country. To what a sad state a kingdom must be reduced
when the
Government of it is required to feed the people
The Admiral Sir Hugh Pigot has placed at my present disposal for relief
service
the Shannon and Fergus, the following small steamers “
Swallow,”
;
tender to the “Madagascar, “ Tartarus,” and the occasional
services of the
“ Pluto.
I have written him to say, for present purposes
these may suffice
but I may require, at a later period, additional means I believe I have
;
before
mentioned the ready aid I invariably get from Sir Hugh Pigot his
Secretary,
Mr. Nicholls, is a most zealous and indefatigable man of business,
and I
!

m
’

;

much

owe

prompt attention and assistance in many points connected with this
and it is due to him that I should bring this much under your notice.
will see the quotations in the Limerick markets.
I am told, at a later
period large and direct foreign importation of Indian corn may
be relied on
but committees still hang back in a great many localities
:
and here, although
the formation of our reserve depots are imperatively necessary,
they have the
effect of preventing committees in their vicinity from falling
back upon their
own exertions to provide food. I issue nowhere, though sorely pressed, except
some few tons of the old biscuit at Dingle and Skibbereen no meal any where.
;
I am desirous of your opinion upon the exclusive issue by
us, at a later period
of whole Indian corn, that is, to expend first the meal in bond
and that ordered
I am sure you -will agree with me in the excellent
food it affords simply by
steeping and well boiling.
to his

service,

You

Captain

Mann

to

Mr. Crafer.

Kilrush October 11, 1846.
The work, during the late relief operations here, was very severe much
so than can be supposed, and the future is looked
to with great anxiety by
thinking persons.
I have been requested to continue my services, and of
course, at once replied in the affirmative.
This part of the coast has very few
residents that can assist the poor, and it is densely
populated ; at present, the better
class of farmers have a
few potatoes remaining, but the common cottiers and
abourers are, in most cases, without any they are now selling at 6d. per stone.
Indian com meal, Is. 9 d. to Is. l-0rf. per stone,
and all other food in proportion.
t similar seasons
of other years the poor had their own little gardens of potatoes,
and employment in digging those
of the farmers
as they called it the home
arvest; this year all that is
gone, or nearly, and their potato food just three
imes the price, and bad in quality.
As you may suppose, this creates great
istress among that class;
they are very patient in my immediate neighbourhood,
,

—

more
all

:

—
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I may say all my district for relief purposes, as yet, and I hope will continue so.
The poor creatures appear attached to me, and they have created a strong interest
Sir Edward Coffin entrusted the district to
in my best exertions and thoughts.
me, and his quiet, gentlemanlike, and business habits, has quite won on us all,

and makes me
such it is ; and

feel the loss of him as an associate in this interesting work, for
little kindI have great hopes that it will do good in all ways.
ness and consideration will show them that the Saxon is not their worst friend ; and
I am positive that a grateful feeling exists, and that it will ultimately benefit both
countries; then, also, it will raise the standard of the former wretched and
capricious food, which a blight or ungenial season would turn into all but famine.
They appear astonished that, as an Englishman, I care so much for their wants,
and their expressions of gratitude are frequently overpowering and painful
because it appears to arise from being treated kindly, and my promise faithfully
kept.
It is impossible to describe the state of this country in almost any kind of
In March last, the
I’ll give you an instance
letter, but that they suffer patiently.
no employment scarcely set out by the Board of Works
distress was very great
a spirit began to show itself of discontent, and there were whispers that the country
had a meeting, and having a private
would rise, unless work was granted.
hint that the engineer of the Board of Works would arrive that day, I went to the
The road lay toward the quay, and we
chapel to bring the priest with me to him.
were literally stopped by carts laden with grain, butter, bacon, &c., being taken to
the vessels loading from the quay.
It was a strange anomaly, and well might be
The next morning work was
said, could not be matched but in this country.
given, and all remained quiet and can we say other than that these poor creatures
suffered patiently, and with temptation ; and this makes me feel interested in their

A

:

—

—

We

;

welfare.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle, Dublin, October 12, 184-6.

We

have still heavy and
I send you a letter to-day to Lord Bernard.
incessant demands for depots, and we are compelled to increase our nominal
price (I say nominal, as we avoid all issues that we can) to 15/. Indiancorn meal, and 19/. oatmeal. I think we are beginning to make our doctrine
understood.
I thank you very much for Mr. Andoe, who is a clever, shrewd, active man,
calculated to work hard and get through a great deal of business.
I think he
the best man we could have had, and I am really much obliged to you for
the interest you have taken in it.
is

Enclosure.
Viscount

Bernard

to

W. Stanley,

Esq.

Castle

Barnard, October

8, 1846.

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter, which I have laid before the guardians
Bandon Union, of which I am chairman. I beg to enclose a resolution passed by the
Board yesterday, in which I fully concur and by that you will direct the attention of Sir
R. Routh most earnestly to the subject. There can be no possible ground for making a distinction between the county eastward of Skibbereen, in the West Riding, and the remainder of
the same division of the county of Cork.
There are no persons engaged in the parish or the

of the

;

union with capital to purchase corn to meet the present emergency, and unless the Government take more active measures than they have done to secure a supply of food for the people,
the worst consequences may be apprehended.
I hope that I may, as chairman of a very extensive Union, and as the only Member of Parliament resident in the district, be permitted firmly
but respectfully to protest against the course which has been pursued by Her Majesty’s

Government.

Every assistance which can possibly be afforded by those resident, to the Executive Government, will cheerfully be given, but is impossible unaided to meet the present difficulty.
Bandon Union.

Extract from Minutes

of

Board of Guardians’ proceedings on Wednesday,
the 7th October, 1846.

The Guardians having had under

consideration the letter from Sir R. Routh, in reference to
the establishing a depot for Indian meal in the town of Bandon, which was called for by a resolution of the Board adopted on the 30th ultimo, are of opinion that the necessity for such depot
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still exists, Indian corn oat, and wheat
meal being at this moment at famine prices at
least such
puces as it is ‘“Possible the labouring class can provide
a sufficient quantity for their support
In accordance with Sir R. Routh’s own recorded opinion,
the guardians consider it the duty
of
the Government to hold supremacy oyer the markets,
and throw in opportune supplies to coiitrol
them, and bring food at a reasonable rate within
tile moans of the poor, without
any violenl
interference with the fair trade.
With respect to a depdt at Skibbereen, this Board
djem it of
equal importance in the present emergency that
dephts should be established at Bandon and
Dunmanway, as it appears to the Guardians that if supplies were
wanting alone the coast 'they
could be much more easily afforded than to the
interior.
It must be obvious to the Commissar/
Geneial that it is impossible for Relief Committees, with
their vpry limited means, to keep ifn
UtSC ‘
f°‘
P
P°P“ lat ‘ on of an extensi district without large pecuniar/ aid

™

from Goyerament

Sir R.

Routh

to

Viscount Bernard.

Dublin
I

have

Castle, October 10, 1846.

the honour to

acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter of
the 8fh
, and I regret to perceive
that your Lordship dissents from
the measures which Her
Majesty’s Government have sanctioned.
The interference of Government, in the supply of food to the
people, is at all times a very
delicate question.
It is much better to encourage, and
even assist private enterprise, than t'o
interfere itself in such arrangements; for no
means that a Government can emp/oy Ian ever
1
1
equal even a small part of the operations of trade.
the g, 0Un<is 'vhich have iad “<* d ft 8
P ’ ai
Government to leave
the northern, eastern and southern ports, and those parts
of the interior which are ordinarily
y
supphed from them, to the foresight and enterprise of private
merchants.
I be duty on Indian corn, and the uncertainty
which attends the introduction of a new
description of food, are circumstances which prevented
the adoption of this principle during the
past season; but as these difficulties are now removed,
it is desirable to avoid /very
1 polible
1
interference with the ordinary course of trade and
industry

mstan

.

'

r r

L
i
P
,‘“1“ "? *° Cal defi ' i8 " ay. but a general scarcity, extending
ov./°Ae
ovei the United1 Kingdom, and the whole of
Western Europe. France. Holland, and
Belgium are in competition with „s
the food market
and if we reffise to offer the value of
the article imported from foreign countries, we certainly
shall fail to secure our proportion of it
the market; and if, as the resolutions seem to intimate,
I should attempt to control these
htgh puces, by selling at a rate below their value, I
should invite all descriptions of pressure
6 S '“'h ^ SyStCm ”
mercantile assistance and
P urs,led > aad “elude
speeulathuffromk"
I have reason to believe that Her Majesty’s Government
continue to be decidedly of
opinion that the public safety as well as the public faith,
indispensably requires that the pledge
given, hat no interference will be exercised with the
provision trade in the eastern division
of
Ireland, should be strictly observed.
1 trust that your Lordship, on consideration, will
be disposed to give this opinion a fair
trial, and
hat, with the countenance of your Lordship's
authority, either bv private subscription or by loan funds, or by such other individual
exertion as may encourage trade you nwy
commence a system of operation which may not only be beneficial
to thole who have for.
warded to you these resolutions, but be also an example to
others.
I beg to suggest to your Lordship that the country is
nowhere destitute of supplies, that
whole wheaten meal may be obtained on reasonable terms,
that barley meal may also be profitably imported and that the home produce
may be brought into consumption very advantageously to the holders before the large importations now
on their way
J to this country shall
come into competition with them.
The difficulty this year is (o provide sustenance from this period until
the 1st January and
6 dameli ’
suPP ort mllst be the abundance of the late harvest
now in

n/f

m

;

m

'

the’eountryh

Towards

the end of November these supplies will begin to
arrive, and as the winter
advances, tne importations will increase.
I am persuaded that your Lordship’s authority and example will
be Found a most valuable
inducement to the exertions it behoves us all to adopt.

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Sligo, October 12, 1846.

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant,
and
of a communication to you from Mr. Robertson, explaining the
relative proportions of the Indian corn in the ear and when shelled this
information will
;
be very useful to us should any cargoes he consigned with the grain
in the cob.
vv e have not received
any in that state, and none have yet arrived in this
district on merchants’ account.
Barley is selling here at 35 s. per quarter, which is considerably lower
than

U
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the price of buckwheat afloat at Rotterdam this latter grain is as yet unknown
in this part of the country, and I am not sufficiently acquainted with its properties to state how far it is of a perishable nature.
;

am

leaving nothing undone to restrict the issues from our depots as much
and to draw the home produce into consumption, for, as yet, the
trade ha,s imported nothing except a few barrels of American flour; their
operations, as you well know, have been hitherto exclusively confined to exportation, having been merely purchasers of the surplus produce, not sources of
food to any portion of the population, and they are quite unprepared at present
to reverse their business with the rapidity which the emergency demands.
On my arrival here three weeks ago, I found seven constabulary depots, and
seven coast-guard stations for small issues, all of which, with the exception of
the coast-guard stations of Killibeg, Ardara, and Rutland, I have gradually
suppressed, and have compelled the Relief Committees at those places to
succeed us in these duties. So long as our shops were open, all others remained
closed and the great object I have in view is, by every means in my power to
compel the people to look to themselves for subsistence. It must, however, not
be forgotten that there are thousands whose potatoes are quite gone, who have
grown no oats, who have no work, and that for this description of persons I
must occasionally issue relief through their committees, who are unable to
provide it from any other source.
I

as possible,

;

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
October 12, 1846.

I have written to your son J ules to inform him that he must proceed
immediately to Dublin, to place himself under your orders.
I have already prepared him, by a perusal of the Blue Book and the Com-

missariat Instructions, especially of those parts of

them which

relate

to

stores.

The general design of your Abstracts of Correspondence seems good, and the
only thing wanting to complete it is, that copies in extenso of the most remarkable letters and answers should be appended, with a view to which you might
mark them “to be copied for the Treasury,” at the time they are originally
disposed of.
The arrangement of the details seems too crowded, and it would be better
that the letters on one subject should be entirely disposed of before another is begun, or in other words, that you should begin a subject (applications
for depots for instance) at the top of a sheet of foolscap paper, and carry the
details completely across the sheet, and so go on till you have exhausted that
subject before you begin another ; thus
:

_Application

Comity.

l’or

Depots.

Answer.
Locality.

Applications for Meal, &c.

and

so on.
i

You appear to have established one set of abstracts for your general
correspondence, and another for your correspondence with the Castle, which
seems a convenient arrangement.
This service is so critical, and the responsibility which rests upon us so
heavy, that if any person who has been selected for any duty should turn
out not to possess the particular qualifications which are required, we must,
however disagreeable it may be to us, inform him that we must try another
person in his place.
Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routii.
October 13, 1846.
I

have instructed Mr. Erichsen

and to ship
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Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Castle, Dublin, October 13,
1846.
RTE
"* ich 1 kee P a list of a11 your advised purchases
bv
Mr Erichsen,
Frif
fU
that the following arrivals may
y Mr.
be expected in November •—

fVE ™

Quarters.

“ Satronizza,” from
enice
“
Meridiano,” from Venice
“ Pigeon,” from
Corfu
Ship not named, from Marseilles
Ditto, from Marseilles or Genoa

V

I

should propose the following
destinations

The

1st,

“ Satronizza,” to

1800
1400
750
1500 to 2000
1000 to 1200
:

.

2nd, “Meridiano”

3rd
4th

.

5th

.

.

.

.

.

.
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I

mention

this,

usually apprise

that in case of earlier arrival you may be prepared
also when the time is near at hand.

;

but

I

Mr. Erichsen

The demand

for depots seems rather to increase; for independently of the
written applications, there are a great many made personally.
I see no shadow

or glimmering of any exertion amongst the people of influence, nor have I witnessed or heard of any other expression of opinion than a determination to expect
all from the Government.
The other day the Galway Committee applied for a donation on a sum of
500/., taken from the city funds, which are voted for the usual city expenses of
paving, &c., and'I should like to have your opinion, first, as to the legality of
this application, and if not legal, as to the propriety of authorising it, as it were,
by recommending a public donation in aid of it, as if it were a private subscription.
Galway is not a corporation which might have such power, but they are town
commissioners, who preside under two Acts of Parliament, 6 and 7
IV.,
c. 117, and 3 and 4 Vic., c. 108.
Will you have the goodness to let me know
if you are of opinion that this sum may be considered as a subscription, and entitled
to a donation in aid.
From what the Lord Lieutenant said, I inferred that he
was desirous of meeting the application favourably.
I think it is too soon yet to visit the Committees ; they are hardly formed, and
we must see them first in the exercise of their functions.
I have a strong application from the Marquis of Sligo for a depot at Louisburgh,
a town on an estate belonging to him, and he has been presiding at a meeting,
which terminated in a petition to open the depot at Westport, but not a word
was uttered of any assistance or sacrifice from themselves. I have another from
Sir Richard Musgrave for a depot at Ardmore, close to Youghall, to which of
course the answer is very clear, but it is the Government that must do all.

Wm.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson.
October 14, 1846.

fear from what I hear, that you will find a difficulty in obtaining supground at the Admiralty Mills, for Ireland but you must
supply what you can, be it little or much, in order that it may be ground, and sent
I

plies of grain, to be

;

off as fast as possible.

Get Indian corn if you can, but if you cannot, then barley or oats, and lastly,
wheat and failing every thing else, you might try buckwheat, if it is to
be had, and might even buy peas and beans, if they are to be procured at moderate
prices, compared with the English rates.
The peas and beans you would, of course, send home unground.
If there is any other article procurable in your part of the world, which you
think would answer the purpose of wholesome food, in the present emergency, I
inferior

;

shall be obliged to you to write me full details about it ; but you will not purchase
any larger quantity of such article than may be sufficient for a specimen, without
express authority from me.
Pray explain to Sir Lucius Curtis, that we do not want the meal ground fine,
like that used in making Navy biscuit, but that once ground coarse meal suited

making stirabout or porridge, is not only sufficient for the purpose, but is more
acceptable to the people than fine meal.
The Irish did not like the fine oatmeal
which was at first ground at the Admiralty Mills at Deptford ; they said it did
for

not suit their purpose.

You and the Admiral will act upon your own discretion in regard to the degree
in which the bran, &c., is to be separated, which you will well be able to do, as
you are now fully in possession of our object. In grinding Indian corn, the waste
is very small indeed, only about four per cent.
In barley, and especially in oats,
it must of necessity be much greater
but in regard to wheat, you may, I think
send it all home together, without any separation of the bran this plan is being
pursued in Ireland to a great extent, and when the wheat is not of superior
quality, it is found that the meal obtained from it, including the bran, is not much
dearer than Indian corn meal.
I send you three copies of a printed paper on the
;

;

subject.
I

am

told, that the

such be the
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Pray mention to the Admiral, that we shall be obliged to him
meal to Limerick until further orders, consigned

cargoes of

who

General Hewetson,

is

to send all the
to

Commissary-

in charge at that place.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. T. Routh.

Octobei 14, 1846.
natural adjustments which take place under
a system of peralways more than sufficient to counteract any
apparent inconveniences arising from such a system, and I have just
had an interesting
°
instance oi it.

The

fectly Iree trade, are

A

gentleman

largely engaged in the corn and grinding business, informs
me
that the flour exported lrom Ireland to England is mostly
of the first quality
the seconds and thirds, as they are called— that is, the coarser
portion of the
flour, after the fine or first quality has been
separated
being retained for use
while, on the other hand, seconds and thirds are being

—

there

:

exported from

England

to Ireland in considerable quantities.
have, no doubt, seen statements of the great diminution
of the export of
and especially of corn from Ireland to England, and the great
increase
England to Ireland.

You

provisions,

m

the exportation from

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
Treasury , October 15, 1846.

Our impression on this subject is, that even if yams would bear being
transported, they are not procurable in sufficient quantities
to make them a resource worth having, being, as I believe, only grown
by the negroes for the
suppiy oi the local markets, and a small additional
demand for them would run
up the price beyond our limits.
Enclosure.
Captain

Hamilton

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Admiralty, October 13, 1846.
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Mr. Trevelvan.
Castle, Dublin, October 17, 1846.
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Treasury Minute on the

above.

October 20, 1846.

Transmit to the Secretary to the Admiralty, for the information of the Lords
Commissioners, copies of Mr. Trevelyan’s letter to Sir R. Routh, dated the
15th
instant, and of Sir R. Routh’s reply, dated 17th instant, and state, that
for the
reasons explained therein, their Lordships are of opinion that yams are
not an
available resource in the present scarcity.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle,

Dublin, October 15, 1846.

RE EIVED your letter of the 13th instant. The consignment of the
^
p
Meridiano to Galway is all right. I had put down Ballina, but
another
cargo can go there. I send you to day the letter to Lord Sligo.
I observe your remarks on the spring contracts, and I much
regret the diffi“

.

’

culty that now exists, but it may disappear as the season advances,
l'or it is
certain that there is a very large crop, which must come
to market, though I
anticipate a great -want of shipping.
We are always acting in concert with Colonel M‘ Gregor, but he cannot
always increase the constabulary force, and it is subject to be occasionally
weakened by detachment of escorts.
The brig-of-war was suggested to be stationed at Dingle, to keep in check any
outrage there, or at Cahirciveen, and occasionally to visit Kenmare. It
seems
that it is very inconvenient to send a military detachment to either
of these
posts, and that gave rise to the mention of a brig-of-war, supposing
that the
steamers would be too much occupied. It was suggested rather in the difficulty
of choosing another means of defence, than because it deserved in itself to
be
recommended. Mr. Hewetson went himself down to make a selection for a
depot, and he strongly preferred Cahirciveen, where he has a store gratis
and
if a fourth depot should be hereafter necessary, he recommends
Kenmure.
Mr. Osborne came this morning, and he goes to-morrow night to Sligo, and
;

whom I shall direct to return to the Audit Office, as
soon as he can settle his accounts.
There has been some violence at Killybegs, in a distribution of biscuit at
that post by the- officer of the coast-guard, and six sacks of biscuit said to
be
pillaged.
Mr. Dobree has sent over to inquire into the facts of the case, and
I shall not report it officially until I hear further from him.
I am more than
ever convinced that we cannot make issues through the coastguard from their
stations, and I have requested Mr. Dobree to transact this business through
the
committees, until we have our own people at their posts.
I have seen Sir James Dombrain this morning, and I think I have come
to
some arrangement with him. The “ Racer” requires to be repaired, and he is
to send the “ Chance” to Sligo, and he proposes, as there are two steamers
in
the Shannon, to transfer the “ Hamilton” to Westport, on which I have written
to Mr. Hewetson before I conclude.
I am expecting a communication from
the Admiral daily, and I shall then send you our arrangements "with him. We
have a good military force at Sligo, and arrangements are making to station
two companies at Belmullet, and a detachment at Newport. Sir Edward
Blakeney will be prepared to station some troops in Co. Donegal, when our
depots are sufficiently advanced to require it. But I sometimes fear we shall
will relieve Mr. Stevens,

consume as fast as we replenish, and that time will not be afforded to us to
mature our intended depot at Killybegs. To form depots, you require a large
quantity at once, and the uncertainty of the market leaves the possibility of
such a measure doubtful. Something may turn up to assist us.
Mr. Labouchere has just shown me your letter about grain. I am afraid
the people have not their land prepared, in which case the seed, if sown,
would be wasted, and they would attribute it to the land being unfit for grain.
It is almost late for rye, and I should not recommend much
now, but I will
send round to the committees to-morrow and make inquiries. The barley and
here would be more sure perhaps, as it is sown in the spring, and we have time
before us.
The Lord Lieutenant wants salt to be sent for the fisheries, but I
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where. The landlords have not the power to interfere with the importation of food, as all
their resources are exhausted, from their not receiving their rents.
The merchants have but
little capital, and have already been obliged to raise their prices to exorbitant rates
the poor
;
themselves acknowledge that no private endeavours can in any degree alleviate their sufferings,
and all their prayers are for public assistance.
It is, I believe, the universal opinion, that if some Government measures are not adopted in
this county for providing food immediately, that the whole supply of seed will be exhausted,
and that even that will not, in all probability, prevent an outbreak among the peasantry.
There is considerable excitement felt here at the refusal of the Government Commissariat
Officer to afford any relief, by the sale of his supplies of Indian corn
and we believe, that the
withdrawal of this order would be productive of much good in the market.
I deeply regret the necessity I am under of troubling so often the Government, and the
heads of the various departments, with such applications, which I must justify by the apprehensions of rebellion and death by starvation.
;

Sir R.

Routh

to the

Marquis of Sligo.
Dublin

Castle, October 14, 1846.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s letter of the 8th
October, containing the resolutions of the Westport Committee, which reached me only yesterday, and I have this morning your letter of the 12th instant.
I pay due attention to your Lordship’s application for Government assistance, and for the
opening of the Government depot, and I solicit your Lordship’s patience whilst I enter into
some explanation on this subject.
have a crisis of a peculiar nature to overcome, and a sudden transition from potato to
grain food, for which the country is little prepared; we have two great deficiencies to supply
mills and inland corn-dealers, and both are a work of time.
Unfortunately a great, and, as I think, an ill considered opprobrium, has been thrown upon
dealers in corn ; and the farmer, with scarcely any knowledge of the principles of trade, is
exercising the two professions, and with injury to both.
If they were, as they ought to be
divided, the farmer would be relieved from a business that he does not understand, and would
have his whole time given up to his own occupation, in which he woidd be materially assisted
by loans or advances from the trader, who, as well as his landlord, would have an interest in
Lis success.
The day cannot be distant when the gentlemen of the country will see the advantage of encouraging dealers of character and respectability, and deriving all the advantage of the union

We

commerce and agriculture.
With regard to the high prices which it is alleged the dealers exact, we must bear in mind
if an article is scarce, it must be dear; that a smaller quantity of food must be made to
suffice for a longer period than is usual
and that the high price is the only criterion by which
consumption can be economised. The interests of an intelligent dealer will always check the
tendency to raise prices above their true level ; or, at all events, the attempt will carry its
cure with it, by disappointing him of his market.
The present is not a local scarcity, but includes all Western Germany, Holland, Belgium,
and France, as well as the United Kingdom, and these powers are competing with us in the
food market ; and if we decline to pay the fair value, we shall lose our proportion of it.
No
merchant will bring his goods to our market, if he can obtain a better price elsewhere. I
think we shall certainly mistake the object, if we sell below the cost price for we give up all
check upon the consumption, and shut out all mercantile assistance from us, and stand alone
in our market, making ourselves responsible for the supply.
Your Lordship’s information leads you to state, that the grain in the country is only enough
to supply the seed necessary for the sowing of the double crop, to compensate for the loss of

•of

that

;

;

the potato.
I must not attempt to combat this impression, as relates to your Lordship’s neighbourhood
but in the country generally it is acknowledged that the harvest has been abundant, and so
great has been the exportation to England that the price has actually given way under it,
and the markets are less advantageous there than in Ireland : wheat has even been reshipped and brought back again. Here is a proof of the great loss experienced by the
country, from the absence of respectable corn-dealers, whose business it would be to watch the
course of trade, and keep their own markets supplied, making the abundance of one part of the
country applicable to the demand of another.
Your Lordship is disposed to think that the opening of the depot at Westport, which contains about 150 tons of unground Indian corn, would afford to the people an effectual measure
of

relief.

The

quantity which I have stated is almost an answer to this solicitation ; but I am anxious
your Lordship that neither the trade nor the Government could adopt any steps
supply of food in the country, until the failure of the potato crop was known

to explain to

for increasing the

in

September.
the most favourable view that can be taken of the time necessary
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I trust, that
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In

conclusion, I advert to your Lordship’s
application for a depflt at Louishurw
for the
difficulty of which my previous explanation
will have prepared you.
In fact I am obliged to
withdraw for the moment the constabulary depots
now dependent on Westnnrt
f
the exertions of he Committees to supply ,Lir
g
"absence
are
On tilts subject it may he made evident to your Lordship, that aWe
these const-ibularv denies
they become too numerous, affect the impartiality
of the distribution : for all those
loeafiSS
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which have not this advantage are obliged to
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transport, of custody, and issue
and I am sure
:
thme
should be no distinction.
I have received applications for no
less a number ffiZ
for 183
'
these depflts, with winch it will be clear to
your Lordship that seen in the ....
! no one
’
oeffegate,
could anticipate that I should have the means of
complying.
I beg to assure your Lordship that it
will give me great pleasure in
assisting vour Com
mittee as much as lies ,n
my power; and I congratulate the district on your LoZhip hariZ
consented to act as their Chairman, at a moment
when all the influence and
“
ln tai>
country are necessary to carry us through this
F
great crisis.

„„Xe

,

m S’theZ

if

yoXrSip Zl

“

ZtXre
1SW

examX fob

,

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Rkturn

of the Number of Communications
referred bv
Secretary for L-eland, to Commissary-Gene,
al Sir

T N

Randolph

1

Count}

-

„

rT

.

1

’til

»

Number
of

Locality.

.

z

tioii ^ ai

ESTABLISHMENT OF DEPOTS/

1.

Number
of

r.

......

Routh, from

J.

Aij ° f Subs

1,1

I

Applies-

County.

Locality.

;

1

Carlow

1

Cavan

2

Ditto
Ditto

1
1
1

1
1

Marketstown.
Cavan.

.

.

.

.

1
1

Belturbet.

1

Cuotehill.

1

Cork
Macroom.
Kerry
Ken mare.
King’sCounty Shinrone.

Drumsna

T

Mayo

.

Ditto

.

.

Kilmaine.
Shrule.

1

Queen’s Co.
Tipperary

i

Wicklow

Roscommon

or

Dromod.

Ratbkeale.

Dundalk.

1

,

Leitrim

Limerick
Louth .

.

Abbeyleix.
Kiltullagh.

Dundrum.
Arklow.

thc lntci tion

of Government to have Commissariat
Depots excent
in th/woNiDv
ir,t nct! and there
l°
Dls
only when not supplied by traders.
That where the
f>
be °P eur(1 ,'vhcn food » *>ot provided by traders
in sufficient quantit/
from the Cfi CnC ° f f01 C
That
Sn S rftln ns >' et 11 the markets it is desirable that gentlemen
IXonl S1 U ud “ ^ “1 e Xerll0
of
ns for hnvin the home harvest produce brought
S
extensively into usf
.,
r
Tlmt
llist foreign
ffirP i in°
supplies
will not he available in sufficient quantities
to lower the market price”
before
December.
'

,

DenSS

.

i

1

,

S

'

'

,
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Return of the Number of Communications, &c,
2.

APPLICATIONS FOR MEAL, FOOD,

Number

Number

of
Applies-

of
Applica-

County.

Clare

1

Cork

1

Locality.

Doonas Committee.

.
.

.

.

.

1
1

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto ,

1
1

.

.

Galway
Galway

1
1

Rostarbery.

3.

munica-

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1
1

Ballylongford.

.

.

Kenmare.

.

Listowel.
Tralee.

Ardara.
Glencolumbkil.

I

Limerick

Corcomohide.

Mevagh.

1

Mayo

Ballinrobe.

Ramelton.
Templecrone.
Galway.
Mount Bellew Bridge.

1

Similar

Number
of Com-

Locality.

County.

Kerry

1

West Carbery.

Ditto

1

1

continued.

&c.

Answer

1

.

.

1

Sligo
Ditto

1

Tipperary

1

Ditto

Sligo.

Drumcliff.

4.

Callen and Solloghed.

.

as to Applications for Depots,

OBJECTION TO INSTRUCTIONS.

Emly.

.

No.

1.

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS.

Number
j

County.

of
Applica-

Locality.

1

1

Cork
Kilkenny

1

Mayo

1

.

.

Carbery West.
Glanmore.
Swineford Poor
Guardians.

Law

Answered by sending a Supplement to Instrucformation and guidance of Relief
Committees, by which the Lieutenant of the
County is empowered, should the ex-officio memhers be insufficient, to exercise a discretion in the
appointment of the respectable members of the
Committees of the past season.

.1

Clare

1

Cork

1

Ditto

.

1

Ditto

.

Heads of Answer

tions for the

,

i

Locality.

County.

1

Cloudagad Committee.
Bruree Committee.
Bandon Commitee.
Kilcreddan Committee.

.

:

1. That donations will
not now he recommended on subscriptions raised during the period
of Relief before 1st September.
2. That Government do not contemplate making any grant except upon subscriptions raised
in the period of distress commenced 1st September, and which will receive consideration, provided the Committee be constituted in accordance
with the Instructions.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return
1.

No.

of

County.

1

Clare

.

1

Cork

.

1

Ditto

.

1

Mayo

.

1

Ditto
Ditto

1

Correspondence from 12th

APPLICATIONS FOR DEPOTS.

.

•

.

.

.

,

.

Reads of Answer

Ballyhannis.

.

Louisburgh.

:

the market prices before

digitised

County.

Galway

1

Ditto

.

1

Mayo

.

1

Roscommon

1

Sligo

December.

by the University of Southampton Library

&c.

Locality.

Killymor.
Roundstone.
Westport.

.

This application is specially
answered by

Commissary-G eneral

it

grain as yet in the markets, it is desirable that
gentlemen of local influence should unite in exertions for having the home harvest produce brought
That foreign supplies will
extensively into use.
not be available in sufficient quantities to lower

image

APPLICATIONS FOR MEAL, FOOD,

1

Killalla.

—That

was not the intention of Government to have Commissariat Depots,
except in the western districts, and there only
when not supplied by traders. That where the
depots are established they will only he opened
when food is not provided by traders in sufficient
That from the deficiency of foreign
quantity.

Printed

14th October, 1846, both days inclusive.
2.

Kilkee.
Ardfield.
Goleen.

.

to

No.

Locality.

.

.

Sir R. J. Routh.
French Park Committee.
Skreen Committee.

Similar answer as to applications

3.

No.

1.

PROPOSALS FOR STORAGE AT

1

Cavan

1

Donegal

Mountnugent.
.

Noted and referred

Ballyshannon.
to the

Commissariat

of the district for his information.

Digitisation Unit

officer
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APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS, PAPERS,

.

Number

County.

Ac.

5.
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continued.

OBJECTIONS RAISED TO THE INSTRUCTIONS BY COMMITTEES AT

Locality.

Cavan.
1

Cavan

1

1

Ditto
Clare
Ditto

1

Cork

1

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto.

1

1
1

.

Kilmon Committee.
Ard field.

.

.

Bandon.

.

.

1

Dublin
Fermanagh.
Ditto

1

Galway.

.

.

Ditto

1

.

Leitrim

1

Ditto

1

Drumshambo.

.

Louth

1

Clonakilty Committee.
East and West Balrothery.
Lowtherstown Committee.
Magheraboy.
Athleague Committee.
Gort Committee.
Dromahair.

.

2

Ditto
Ditto

.

Crossmolina.

Moynalta Committee.

.

.

Meath

.

1

Sligo

.

1

Wexford

1

.

Baltimore.

Bandon.
Cork.

Fermoy.

Mayo

.

Ditto

.

Dunkellin.

Londonderry.
Castlebar.
Kilvine.
Crossakiel.

.

Meath

Roscommon

Roscommon.

Tipperary.

Shronell.

Answered by sending

a Supplement to InstrucFormation and Guidance of Relief

Committees, by which the Lieutenant of the
county is empowered, should the ex-officio members be insufficient, to exercise a discretion
in the
appointment of the respectable members of the

Turlough Committee.

Coolavin
Camolin.

.

,

Mayo
Ditto

1

.
.

.

.

tions for the

Castlebellingham.
Aglish Committee.
Carramore.

,

1

1

Ennis and Drumcliff.

.

.

.

Galway .
Londonderry

Baltimore Committee.

.

Ballyhaise.

•

.

Cork
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

Cratloe.

1

1

Clare

Tullyhunco.
Bally Jamesduff.

,
.

.

Committees of

the, past season.

ditto.

Books, '&c., to be supplied where the Committees are re-constituted in accordance with the
Instructions.

COMMITTEES HAVE RE-ASSEMBLED AT

6.

Locality.

Cavan
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

7.

Tullyhunco.
Tullyhaw.

Ditto

.

Kerry

.

Castlerahan, and two sub-

Castlerahan
Inch and Kilmealy.

committees in

Killcummin and Nohaval.

Leitrim
Tipperary

Clonmahon and

Kilmoon, &c.
East and West Balrothery.

.

Castlelyons Committee.

Gweedore Committee.
Drumholan and Rossnologh.

Ditto

Dublin

Locality.

Cork
Donegal

Ditto
Ditto
Clare
Ditto

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTs

Number.

Lough tree, Upper.
Ditto
Lower.

Carrigallan Committee.
Parish of Shronell.

Heads of Answer :

Fermanagh
Kerry

Magheraboy.
Glanerough.

1. That donations will not now be recommended, on subscriptions raised during the period

Ditto

Trughenacmy.

of relief before 1st September.

Carrigallion.

2. That
Government do not
making any grant, except upon

.

Leitrim

.

Ditto

Ballinamore.
Athlone.
Ballintubber, North.
Ditto
South.
Ballymoe.

Roscommon
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

raised in the period of distress,
September, which will receive

Frenchpark.
Castlerea.

Roscommon.

.

Tipperary
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

Clogheen.
Kilmastulla.
Lockeeu.
Templekelly.

Westmeath

County generally.

Waterford

Glenaheiry.
Decies within Drum.
Coshmore and Coshbride.

Ditto
Ditto

8.

DONATIONS RECOMMENDED IN AID OF RELIEF COMMITTEES.
County.

Cork

.

Galway

Locality.

Subscription.

Ovens District
Ardrahan

.

.

Donation.

£.
50

5.

0

0

£.
25

0

205

0

0

100

0

d.

d.

0
0

X

Printed

image
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

Cavan

.

Clare

.

continued.

MISCELLANEOUS.

9.

County.

Locality.

Cavan Committee-

.

.

King’s County

Parish of Feakle

Kinnety

and

Request that the parish of Castleterra may be formed into
a distinct relief district from Cavan.
Referred to the Lieutenant of County.
Request two Committees for the Parish.
Referred to Lieutenant of County!
Urge the necessity of works being procceeded with.

.

several

other localities.

Roscommon

.

Com-

Roscommon
mittee,

and

others.

.

Referred to the Board of Works.
Inquire about
contingent Expenses, Clerks’
&c., &c.

Salaries,

Informed that the Fund formed by local Subscriptions, or by local Subscriptions and the donation
of Government, is that from which contingent
Expenses, &c. are to be disbursed.

Total

Commissariat Relief

Number

Office,

of Miscellaneous Correspondence

.

.

IS

Dublin Castle

October 15, 1846.

Deputy Commissary-General Major

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Commissariat, Malta , October 15, 1846.
I have the honour to acknowledge the recept of your letter No. II.
dated the 6th instant, and in compliance with the instructions therein contained”
beg leave to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her
Majesty’s Treasury, that I have communicated with Sir Lucius Curtis, who
will immediately make the necessary arrangements agreeably to directions
received from the Lords of the Admiralty, and be prepared to receive grain
for grinding in a short time; the mills worked by mules being all required
for the service of the fleet, those of the new bakery only are available
for other services, and they are in want of some trifling arrangements to complete them, which will take about a fortnight to render them fit to work.
The present supply of grain in this market, is very limited, but I can
venture to say no more on that head before next mail, as the broker I have
employed has not had sufficient notice to furnish me with a statement of
prices,

and quantity

in port.

Deputy Commissary-General Major

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Malta, October

The

late arrival of the mails

from Alexandria, enables

.17,

me

1846.

to inform

you in answer to your letter of the 6th instant, enclosing the memorandum
from the Comptroller of Victualling, that I have purchased this morning 500
salms of Indian corn, but I am sorry to say, at high prices, 1/. ]2s. (Si. per
salm, owing to the great demand for grain of every description, the orders
from England being unlimited as to quantity and price.

Under all circumstances, I consider it advisable to secure the only lot in the
market, at any price, to keep the mills at work, which I fully expect Sir
Lucius Curtis will report ready for -working in about ten days ; I have also
secured the expected arrival of 800 salms more, at about 1/. 11$., this will
keep the 12 mills worked by steam employed about two months, all the other
mills belonging to the Navy Yard are required by them to keep up a supply
of biscuit for the fleet.
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As the new mills have never yet been at work, it is not exactly known what
quantity may be ground, but allowing them to yield double the quantity, the
do, it will be from 18 to 20 salms a-day, I therefore expect
sufficient for the first shipment will be ready by the end of November.
By
that time, I shall be able to obtain from two to 3000 salms from Naples
1500
;
were offered me this day at \l. 12s., delivered in one month.
As yet, my operations are not known in the market, hut by to-morrow the
purchases I have made through a broker will be published in the papers, as
every merchant is bound to give notice of the sales effected, when a rise in the
prices may be expected.
I expect Mr. Ibbetson will relieve me on the 1st of November, and would
leave the further purchase to him, but seeing the demands from home
increasing every packet, I think it best to secure the quantity offered to be
furnished at the prices stated, rather than delay, as it is clear there will not
be a change for better terms in the market.
I hope, therefore, by next packet
to be able to inform you, I have secured the quantity you require agreeably
to the instructions, and trust it may meet with your approbation.
In the event of more mills being required, our establishment will admit of
our working four more than at present, by taking four mules and two more
from the train, and doing the transport work by the contractor’s carts ; these
four mills will grind about three salms a-day, or more if the whole 14 were
worked one hour a-day later than at present.
mule mills

'

Treasury Minute on the above.
October 27, 1846.

Transmit copies of these papers to Sir R. Routh for his information.

Mr. Baring

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Saturday Evening-,
October 16, 1846.

Charles-street,

You

there were sellers to-day of Indian corn from the
Danube, on the opening of the waters, at 38s. per quarter, including cost, freight,
and insurance to the United Kingdom, which would show the opinion of the trade
will hear that

high prices cannot be maintained.
by the last advices from the United Slates, to form an estimate
what the supply from that quarter may be before the end of this year. The
were small, but the impression seems to be, that
is a large stock of the corn of 1845 in the Western States, which the present

that the present

It is impossible,

of

quantities in the shipping ports

there

high prices will bring to the sea board before the canals in the north are closed in
December, and the rivers are now high enough for carrying purposes to New
The estimate of the crops of 1846 continues to be large. I enclose a
from a New York paper, which will give you some statistics on this subject.
to Great Britain from New York in the week ending 25th September, were of
Orleans.
slip

The shipments

Indian corn

When

.

Wheat

.

.

Flour

.

.

.

.

.

18,364 bushels.
38,460
„
14,800 barrels.

you mentioned Mr. Erichsen’s remuneration.
For
purchases of Indian corn there is a regular charge of factorage, but if he is
employed for other purposes, I suppose, additional compensation would be required, but, of course, I have not spoken to Mr. Erichsen on the subject.
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Enclosure.

—

The receipts of flour, wheat, barley, and corn, at tide-water during the
Flour and Grain
second week of September, in the years 1845 and 1846, have been as follows
.

:

Flour.

1846
1845

.

.

.

.

.

.

69,009 barrels.
75,819
„

Decrease

Wheat.
137,1 18 bushels.

34,825

Increase 102,293

6,810

Corn.

Barley.

1846
1S45

.

.

.

.

.

.

22,128 bushels.
4,849
„

38,567 bushels.
17,635
„

20,832

Increase

„

Increase 17,234

The aggregate receipts of the same articles at tide-water, from the commencement of
navigation in 1846, to and including the second week in September, have been as follows
:

Wheat.

Flour.

1846
1845

.

.

.

.

1,062,401 bushels.

1,659,301 barrels.
1,184,504

474,797

Increase

325,863

Increase

726,538
Corn.

Barley.

1846
1845

.

.

.

.

235,202* bushels.
74,224
„

Increase 160,980

Extract from

„

1,065,290 bushels.

24,560

„

Increase 1,040,730

a Letter from Mr. Saunders, of Liverpool, written after the
arrival of the last American Steamer.

October 20, 1846.

“ The accounts from the States must tend to raise prices.
No stocks
“ the French Government buying very largely, that is, as largely as they can.
“ Vessels are loading for Algiers. The Prussian Government buying up all the
<f
rye, and there are orders for ten times as much as can be had.
“ None but inferior Indian corn left of the crop of 1845, and the new will not
“ be fit to ship before the latter end of December.
“ One who knows, thinks the export of 1846, may reach 500,000 quarters, and

“ not more

flour

than

last year.”

Mr. Labouchere to Mr. Parker.
Dublin

Castle, October 10, 1846.

I am commanded by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords of the Treasury, that his Excellency is of opinion a large
supply, as soon as possible, of the seed of rye and here would be most useful for
sale at a moderate rate in the present circumstances of Ireland, and Dublin
would be the most convenient port to which it could be sent.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Labouchere.
October 13,

1846.

.1 have already given orders for the purchase of all the new English
seed rye that is to be had in the market, and you may depend upon it that I
will not get any of an inferior sort while a better is to be had.
With regard to here or bigg, there is more difficulty. This article is not
procurable in the London market, nor, as far as I am aware, anywhere except

*
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and I feel great reluctance to draw upon the already
insufficient
resources of Scotland while there is any other resource.
Bere is said to be merely inferior barley, which has been
in Scotland,

acclimated and
rendered hardy by being grown in exposed and damp situations,
and the first
question which occurs is, whether good English barley of the
ordinary sort
would not answer the purpose equally well or better ? If it would, I can
send
you any quantity you require, but if not, I must send to Scotland for
bere’
and make it up to them in other ways.
It can hardly be necessary to add, that the prices both
of rye and barley
have risen in proportion to those of every other grain.
It is desirable that you should send me an estimate, however,
rough, of the
quantity of each kind of seed grain you will require, and a statement
of the
manner and terms on which you propose that it should be disposed of.
I do not make these inquiries with a view to save expense, for
I am sensible
that it would be well worth our while to make everybody a present of
the seed
corn, and to give a bounty besides, if it would lead to the
breadth of land
hitherto planted with potatoes being laid down to corn, but such great
abuses
are connected with everything that is wholly or partly gratuitous,
and it is
so difficult to test the sincerity of the parties, and the strict
application of the
article to the purpose intended otherwise than by charging
them its real value
that great caution is necessary previously to commencing any new
operation.
I should hope that the Irish gentlemen would take the
seed corn from us
at cost price,

and distribute

it

to their tenants according to their wants.

Mr. Labouchere

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, October 16, 1846.
talking with Sir Randolph about the question of sending
suggests that at first you should only send us 5000 quarters
of rye, which is likely to be wanted immediately.
He will communicate with the
local committees about bere.
I quite agree with you in thinking that it
ou<dit
b
not to be given away.
are considering also whether it would not be right to provide
salt in the
same manner on the coast for the fisheries. It is certain that immense
supplies
of food have been recently lost for the want of it.
I hope in a few days to be
able to write to you more fully on this, and on the subject of
seed; but as the
question of rye presses, I thought it as well not to delay writing you
to send
us these 5000 quarters at once.
I

have been

seed to Dublin.

He

We

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Labouchere.

Treasury, October 20, 1846.
I have procured 140 quarters of rye seed, and have
ordered them to be
immediately shipped off to Sir R. Routh, and our broker hopes to be able
to procure 200 more.
It

impossible to

is

grown

in

fulfil your order fer 5000 quarters from the stock of seed
England, for the plain reason that the entire stock, if it were got

would not amount to nearly that quantity.
far as I can learn, Northumberland is the only English
county in which
grown for food, and even there, I am informed, it is no longer used alone,
and is only grown mixed with wheat.
* s grown to a certain extent in
England as green forage, but as, when used
together,

As

rye

is

.

m this way, it is not allowed to ripen, only a certain portion is kept for seed, and
vve have no stock of grain for
general purposes to fall back on.
This will account for our broker’s moderate estimate of the capabilities of the
English market in this article.
Ihe bags of seed purchased by him are marked with “ running numbers,” each
of which denotes a particular quality of soil upon which the seed was grown.
4 he only resource open to us is to employ confidential agents in Germany and
other foreign countries to purchase seed
for us, and send it here
but before doing
serums

;

this

we must have an assurance from you that this will answer your
if you resolve upon the measure, I shall be obliged to you

And
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what

instructions you

would wish

to be given to the agents

whom we

shall

employ abroad.

The only precautions necessary to be taken, which I know of, are, that the seed
should be newly threshed, and that the quality of the soil upon which it is grown
should be marked.
I presume that you will refer to the Agricultural Society, or some other competent authority, on the subject.
You are already aware that I have sent an order to Scotland for a supply of
bigg seed, and I am ready to get as much of that as we can draw from Scotland
_

with

safety.

I requested Sir R. Routh to show you a printed copy of a Memorandum
explanatory of the measures in progress for procuring and curing additional supplies of fish in Ireland, and setting the example of a better mode of curing
and
;
I enclose herewith an amended copy of the sameMemorandum.
I shall be able to tell you on Thursday, at latest, whether the Reproductive
Loan Society agree to the plan, and if they do not, we can adopt it ourselves from
our own funds, if the Lord Lieutenant approves,
The plan includes a supply of salt, to be sold to private curers at prime cost,
who will carry on their business with the advantage of the example and instruction of the Government curers.
It is indispensably necessary, in order to prevent our interfering with the private establishments, that our fish should be sold at the current market price, to
be ascertained, as usual, by free competition.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Labouciiere.
October 23, 1846.

You will see overleaf what progress we are making in procuring rye and
bigg seed, and that we have already taken measures for securing an additional
quantity of rye-seed from the continent.

We shall

also

buy up

all that is to

be had in Northumberland and Cumber-

land.

Mr. Erichsen

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
London, October 22, 1846.

We

have the honour to rejoort on the subject of new rye for seed, to be
sent forthwith to Dublin, that we do not suceed in obtaining any quantity here,
having hitherto only been able to procure about 120 quarters.
have
ordered from Thetford, and from Lynn, in Norfolk, two hundred quarters,
and from various other markets, three hundred quarters, but it is very doubtful
what quantity we may be able to collect of this grain, of the new crop fit for
seed.
The fact is, that very little rye is now grown in this country ; and in the
months of August and September, a great proportion of our very small product
was bought up and exported to the continent.
Under these circumstances, it will be necessary to order shipments of new
rye from abroad, and we have already written to Hamburg on this subject;
and in order to be sure of obtaining some quantity, we send to night instructions
to our friends, Messrs. Labouchere and Co., of Rotterdam, to pick up in the
Dutch markets any small quantities that may be offered, and forward them by

We

steamer to London.

As regards bigg or here for seed, we are promised from two to three hundred
quarters as soon as they can be collected.
Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Erichsen.
October 23, 1846.

I shall be obliged to you to write by to-day’s post to persons on whom
you can depend at Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Carlisle, and perhaps also at
Hexham and one or two other places in that quarter, to buy up all the good

rye-seed they can obtain.
I have reason to think that rye is more extensively used in Northumberland
and Cumberland than we at first supposed.
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Mr. Trevelyan.
October 22, 1846.

to 4,000 quarters of

new Egyptian wheat

for shipment during the winter, fi™ Alexandria, at
45s,, cost, freight, and insurance
o any port in he United Kingdom. I am
offered another cfrgi, which I
amTn
and may thus increase the quantity of
Egyptian wheat to 6 000

tieaty for,
quaiteis.

An

It

5
the cheapest article for grinding.
to me of a contract for 8/000 to
10,000 quarters United
be
Ppcd fl
? America before the lst April, most likely
fv
the contract
8,000 quarters, closed on the
What was in the market last ®ek, and I

is

was made

offer

“1

1

4?
29th September
farlTer at

m

submit

m

“

i

f

^“iJter'than

WC

15th

Ma/ch

Mr. Trevelyan

to

^

w

fiX

tbe pe

™ d &r

ship-

Mr. Erichsen.
October 23, 1846.

WE

<

i

ulte

wheat
U ar eaUt

aPPro?e ofyoor purchase of six thousand
quarters ofEgyptian

“L “

™

t0 O': 0 ®? 4 4116 offer of ten thousand
quarters of United
8taT” Indian
T R
States
corn to be shipped, from America before the
1st of April at 47a
the
closed^on

tTe^TpZtr

Routh

Sir R.

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, October 17, 1846.
I am in close correspondence
with the Admiral, but I shall not
trouble
you about it until we bring it to a conclusion.
X have not yet received the hand-mills,
though I have received
icoeiveu the
tne bread
nreaa
and the biscuit, which is admirable.
I wes interrupted on Thursday in
the midst of my letter, and had
not time
to thank you for your
consideration in regard to Randolph and
if I should
unhappily fail in any part of my duties,
which I trust uVnot occm fmust
exonerate the authorities under whom I am
serving— for certainly nothing can
1 c on derate attention I am
constantly receiving at®your
hmdf
T
°f
the Treas “T Minute in
reTatn to Mr
;

X/lv

T

f

"

Adtms

Tbe
f„,1

^

* “

S1 ese 01 de 64
P f s4iU continues, and, where there are depots, a demand
.{
opening them.
Our only hope is in resisting them, which I
do and I am
owe to it all the exertions that are beginning
to be made in
'

.

•

Z

certain thet I

th<!

fP

XerTords
01 ^'
Monday

rehevesb/Tr °R
B

S

must

dmw

upon

“d “ ?f talled “ his duties

0ur c aual contractor
unable to continue to forward our
supplies in
de mand u P“ n hi™ f°r private
merchaiiLe-in
f° r demandln
8 hi S her freight. I shall see him on

sen^worf^dJvlwT
void to-day that he
sends

'

is

,

|

here»^ and seriously takes over his duties
on Monday, and
0m shaI1 prepare for his Committee business/ and
I
.
c 3 wbl ch
I shall send to you.
I have so many
1 caa exeoute what 1
tend at
pr
d

h0p ’''v

,’,

me

XT

’

“

iTbuTth^XTiooSo
Sir R.

Routh

to

The

N
answers the

a
i

**

er

&,X,t ofX
f

Maurice OTonn^li
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I had formed the same
I shall employ Mr. Bishop about the committees.
opinion of him, and I reserve the young men for county Donegal, and Mr.
Mr. Osborn relieves Mr. Stevens,
Milliltin for Galway to relieve Mr. Wood.

and when he has settled his accounts he will come down to Dublin on his way
Audit Board.
Banagher remains closed until I am strong enough at Dublin to fill it,

to the

as well as Longford.

Enclosure.
Commissary- General Hewetson

to Sir It.

Routh.

Limerick, October 16, 1S46.

memorial from Doonasslias not come to hand. The note from Lord Auckland
The Knight of Kerry is, like many other great proprito Mr. Trevelyan has come to hand.
You know Valencia nearly all belongs
etors, anxious to have a depot, on his own estate.
When at Cahirciveen, I stated in reply to a similar application, that a depot could not
to him.
be placed at Valencia Island, but that they could readily obtain any extra aid from the depot

The

You can understand such applications.
to be placed at Cahirciveen, or even at Dingle.
put into operation;
I should hope their extensive slate and flag quarries will again be
they ought. There is no question the firmness you have shown in holding back is doing much
towards°compelling the proprietors and men of influence to come forth, and rouse the energies
The high prices
also giving an impulse to the trade.
of their localities into practical action
I find three of your
cannot be helped, but they certainly cannot hold much beyond Christmas.
Canadian officers have arrived, but not Mr. Inglis; he was to embark in the steamer of
;

the 18th, at Halifax. Where is Randolph?
the mouth of the Shannon, with so
I write about Captain Mann, any point but where he is ;
much experience, I could manage; but certainly, looking to the proper performance of
the service, he should be there in charge. At Killarney they are establishing public kitchens,
have circulated
to cook and give out whole Indian corn, in the way I have recommended, and
a thousand copies of the recipe for so preparing it.
Purcell, indeed I have none of the latter
I have not sent any instructions or books to Mr.
the meal, and took that occasion to
left.
I, however, wrote to acquaint him the price of
He replied
inquire whether he had received any communication from you about his charge.
« None.” Pray acquaint me what are your intentions. The situation of Banagher, as you

formerly observed, would make it, for many reasons, expedient it should be a dependency on
Dublin.
I am very weak, but of course at work it is fortunate I have no particular call which
me to travel, for I could not bear the exposure.
;

would require

Admiral writes, letter just put into my hand, “Tartarus” so defective, to render her
p.S.
return to Woolwich necessary for new boilers.

Mr. Maurice O'Connell

to

Commissary-General Hewetson.
Derrynane Abbey, October

9,

1846.

On receipt of yours, I set Foley to work at once, and being in Cahirciveen yesterday, I
inspected his operations; by the time this reaches you, the store will be ready, so far as his
work is concerned, and you had, therefore, better send a person at once to take charge, which
It strikes me, that you will require to have thin plomber
I will be prepared to give him.
not very long
sheeting placed between the sacks and the walls of the rooms, as the house is
are apt, as it is termed to
built, and the walls, so near the sea, generally built with sea-sand,
come in contact with the sacks, at least so I
siceat, and this moisture ought not to be allowed to
am
I

informed.
am anxious that you should take possession, and commence getting your provisions as soon as
the Government are
it will be a great encouragement to the people, to see that
stock of
and, moreover, the presence of the
.

.

possible, as

Government
was
meal will make the merchants and dealers more moderate in their prices. Indian meal
from 15Z. to 18Z. the ton in Cahir yesterday, and was looking up even at that figure. This,
you will allow, is too high a rate at so early a period.
active in providing for any necessity

Sir R.

;

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle, Dublin, October 19, 1846.

Right

£501

Printed

information of the
I have the honour to lay before you, for the
Weekly
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the
Amount
Return of the Commissariat Depots in Ireland, and also a statement of the
of Donations, and of the sums subscribed up to the 17th instant.
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Enclosure.

Weekly State

& c., in the several Depots in Ireland, on the Evening of
Saturday, the 17th of October, 1846.

of Provisions,

Indian Corn Meal.

Indian Corn, in Quarters
of 8 Bushels each.

J

In Port.

DEPOTS.
With

In Store.

280

Limerick

.....
......

“ Madagascar,”

112

Bags,
28*0 lbs.

lbs.

7,122
776
542
1,388
500
964
1,484
3,525

Banagher

at Tabert

.

Haulbowline
Skibbereen
Dingle

Galway

Biscuit.

280

Sacks,

Millers.

Kilrush

Oatmeal.
In Store.
|

In Port

......
*770

Westport

lbs.

*384

*739

52

.....

800
157

Roscommon
Castlerea

1,654'
1,340*
710
40
20
145
165
140
1,095

9

24

”37

Clifden
Sligo

Longford

lbs.

20

195

*16

5

Drumsna
Strokestown

Dublin
Totals

822

.

• The

The Castle, Dublin

Donations

issued

,

739

biscuit ready for shipment to Cahirceveen

1*393

4
876

34

18,704

1,512

5,348

and Dingle when

required.

October 19, 1846.

by command of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant

to Relief

in aid of Subscriptions.

Name

Dale.

Amount of

of Committee.

1846
October 12
12
, ,
,,
,

,

,,

15

15
15

.....
....

Brought forward
Ardrachen and Kilthomas, Co. Galway
Stradone District, Co. Cavan
Co. Leitrim
, ,
Co. Donegal
, ,
.
.

Carrigallen

Gweedore

.

£.

266
100
25
60
50
501

S.

Committees

Amount of
Subscription.

Douation..

d.

£.

s.

d.

0
0
0

0
0

554 18
205 2
50 O
120 0

0

0

105

0

0

0

0

1,035

0

1

0

0

0
0

1

0
0

|

Dublin

Castle, October 19, 1846.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

October 22, 1846.
I shall be obliged to you to give us the totals of the different columns
in
your weekly report in some common quantity, which 1 think
had better be
bushels, as well as in the quantity in which the detailed
items are expressed •
and also to state the sum total of all in at least two of the
denominations’
of pounds, bushels, quarters, or tons.
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of the

number

of

Communications

by T. N. Redington, Esq., Under

referred

Secretary for Ireland, to Commissary- General Sir Randolph J. Routh, from 15th to 17th
October, 1846 (both days inclusive), also the general Answer given to each Class of Application.

IV.—APPLICATIONS FOR FREE GRANTS.

I.—ESTABLISHMENT OF DEPOTS.

1

Clare

.

.

1

Cork

.

.

1

Ennis.

.

1

Ditto
Ditto

.

.

1

Donegal

.

.

Barony

1

Leitrim
Longford

.

.

Tarmonbarry.

Mayo

.

.

.

.

1

1

.

Kilkenny

1

Carrigallen Committee
pray for 200/. out of
the 50,000/. given by
Act of Parliament.

.

Dunmanway.
of Banagli.

Carrigallen.

.

V.— OBJECTIONS TO INSTRUCTIONS BY RELIEF
COMMITTEES.

Ballyhannis.
Ballynunty.
Callen.

1

Ditto

1

Queen’s County
Tipperary

1

.

Clonakilty.

.
.

Leitrim

1

Bandon.

.

Heads of Answer.

Mountmellick.

— That

it

was not the inten-

tion of Government to have Commissariat depots
except in the western districts, and there only
when not supplied by traders. That where the
depots are established, they will only be opened
when food is not provided by traders in sufficient

That from the deficiency of foreign
grain as yet in the markets, it is desirable that
quantity.

gentlemen of local influence should unite in exertions for having the home harvest produce brought

That

extensively into use.

County.

No.

Locality.

Cashel District.
1

Limerick

1

Ditto

.

Patrick’s Well.

.

Outratli.

.

Answered, by sending
structions

the

for

a

Supplement

to In-

formation and guidance

of

Relief Committees, by which the Lieutenant of the
county is empowered, should the ex-officio members be insufficient to exercise a discretion in the
appointment of the respectable members of the
Committees of the past season.

foreign supplies will

not be available in sufficient quantities to lower
the market prices before December.

VI.— MISCELLANEOUS.
II.— APPLICATIONS
No.

FOR MEAL, FOOD,

County.

&c.

Leitrim

The Board

of Works forward a letter
of the Rev. Mr. Beresford, praying
Relief Committee may be
a
formed for this parish (Fenagh).
that

Parish of Glen.
Parish of Leek.

1

Donegal

.

1

Ditto

.

1
1

Fermanagh
Galway .

Village of Garrison.
Ciifdeu Committee.

1

Ditto

Chlden Guardians of
Poor Law Union.

.

—Parish of Fenagh.

Locality.

.

.

Referred to Lieutenant of county.

Mayo—Ballina

District.

Board of Works
for

Similar answer as to applications for depots.

state that all just charges

labour in this

has

long

state, that delay of

works

district,

since been paid.

III.—APPLICATIONS

FOR GRANTS ON SUB-

SCRIPTIONS BY COMMITTEES.

Ditto

—Barony of Gallen and
Board of Works

County.

No.

1

Donegal

1

Ditto

1

1

Galway
Kerry
Limerick

1

Sligo

1

Tipperary.

1

.

Locality.

.

.

in this locality is attributable to the
officers of the Board not being furnished with a list of persons requiring

Parish of Drumholen.

.

employment.

Gweedore.

•

Kilclooney.
Listowel.

.

Roscommon

Shanagolden.

.

.

Roscommon.

—

relief before

September

1,

Government do not contemplate
II. That
making any grant except upon subscriptions
commenced Sep-

raised in the period of distress,

which will receive consideration, provided the Committee be constituled in accordance
1,

with the Instructions.

Commissariat Relief
Dublin Castle, October

Printed

image

digitised

for the extension of the

Commissariat arrangements

Clonmel.

Heads of Answers. I. That donations will
now be recommended on subscriptions raised

during the period of
1846.

— Suggestions

Dromard.

not

tember

Costello.

Office,

19, 1846.
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return
I.

of

Correspondence from 15th

to 17th October, 1846, both days inclusive.

-APPLICATIONS FOR DEPOTS.

V.— COMMITTEES HAVE BEEN FORMED AT

Locality.'

County.

Kilkee.

Galway
Ditto

Armagh
Cavan.

.

Castleterra.

Killymor.
Answer annexed.

Galway

.

Laurencetown.

Ditto

.

Gort.

.

Kildare

Naas.

.

Louth

Carlingford.

Tipperary
Waterford

Tipperary.
Waterford.
Answer annexed.

Heads of Answer

.

Locality.

Throughout the county.

.

Answer annexed.

—That

it

.

Gort.

King’s County
Leitrim .
Limerick .

Throughout the county.
Barony of Dromahaire.

Louth.

Baronies of Ardee, Ferrand, and Louth.
Barony of Ardbraccan.

Hospital.

Meath
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

was not the inten-

.

.

Diamor.

.

.

Killiskied.

tion of Government to have Commissariat depdts
except in the western districts, and there only

Ditto

when not supplied by traders; that where the
depdts are established, they will only be opened
food is not provided by traders in sufficient
quantity
that from the deficiency of foreign grain

Wicklow

.

;

markets, it is desirable that gentlemen
of local influence should unite in exertions for
having the home harvest produce brought extensively into use; that foreign supplies will not be
available in
sufficient quantities to lower the

Ditto

.

Ditto

.

Oldcastle.

.

Navan.

.

.

Wexford

when

Ballycarew.
Camolin.

.

.

Fethard.

Coolgraney.

.

as yet in the

VI.— APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS, PAPERS,
No.

market prices before December.

II.— APPLICATIONS

FOR MEAL, FOOD,

&c.

Locality.

Cork

Kilmacduan and Kil-

.

michael Committee.
Clifden Poor Law Guar-

Galway

1

1

Ditto

1

Ardrahan

.

Kil-

.

.

.

Cork

.

Charleville.

Ditto

.

Kilmacduan and Kil-

Ditto
Ditto

.

.

Lislee ditto.

.

2

Down

1

Fermanagh
Galwav .

1

Answer annexed.

1

1

Similar answer as to Applications for Depots,

1

1.

1
1

III.— APPLICATIONS

Killaloe.

michael committee.
1

j

thomas.

No.

Castleterra.

Ballyhad.

.

Clare

1

Mitchelstown ditto.
Loughbrickland.
Lisnaskea committee.

,

and

FOR GRANTS ON

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

Ahaseragh

,

Evrecourt

Galway

.

1

Kilkenny
Ditto

1

Leitrim

1

Ditto

.

.

Donegal

.

Inver Committee.

.

.

1

Limerick

1

Louth

1

Mavo

|

1

FOR FREE GRANTS.

IV.— APPLICATIONS

1

1
1

—

during the period of relief before 1st September,
1846.

Fenagh
.

Ditto
Ditto

.

.

Monaghan
Roscommon

1

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

1

Tipperary.

1

.

.

.

commenced

1st

Septem-

which will receive consideration, provided the
Committee be constituted in accordance with the

ditto.

ditto.

Rockcorry.
Aughrim committee.
Kilmaine, &c. ditto.
Kilronan, &c. ditto.

Taghmaconnell

.

ditto.

Carrick-on-Suir ditto.
Castletown ditto.

1

Ditto

1

Westmeath

Athlone.

1

Ditto

Kiltoom and St. John’s
and

.

Loorha and Doorha
.

.

II. That
Government do not contemplate
making any grant except upon subscriptions raised

in the period of distress,

ditto.

Cratloe ditto.

Dundalk, Upper,

Baltina ditto.
Ballyglass ditto.
Islandeady and Augha-

.

gomer

1

O’Gonnello Committee.

Heads of Answers. I. That Donations will
not now be recommended on subscriptions raised

four sub-districts.
Cootehall committee.

.

.

ditto.

ditto.

Gort ditto.
Laurencetown ditto.
Ballyloher, &c. ditto.
Iverk
committee for

.

1

ditto.

Ballinasloe ditto.

.

.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
County.

1

&c.

Locality.

Coolkenno committee.

1

1

i

;

dians.

Ditto

County.

Carlow
Cavan.

1

committee,

do.

St.

Peter’s andDrum ditto.
1

Wexford

.

Fethard

ditto.

ber,

Instructions.

Books, &c. to be supplied where the Committees are re-constituteil in accordance with the
Instructions.

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

174

Return of Correspondence, &c.
VII.— OBJECTIONS

continued.

— DONATIONS

TO INSTRUCTIONS.

County.

1

IN AID

Locality.

County.

1

RECOMMENDED

VIII.

OF SUBSCRIPTIONS.

No.

Galway

Mayo

Locality.

Subscriptions. Donations.

Kinvara committee.
.

.

Castlebar.

.

Suggesting modifications of section 5, Instructions.

Cavan

Stradone

.

Donegal

,

Gweedore

.

Leitrim

.

Carrigallen

.

£.

£.

50
105
120

50
60

(See Answer annexed.)

Answered, by sending a supplement

to

In-

structions for the formation and guidance of
Relief Committees, by which the Lieutenant of
the county is empowered, should the ex-officio

members be insufficient, to exercise a discretion
in the appointment of the respectable members of
the Committees of the past season.

IX— MISCELLANEOUS.
Locality.

1

Cavan.

.

.

Cavan Committee.

Down

Correspondent is requested to apply to

cont.

Inquire as to the distribution of labour

the Board of Works
for
the
informa-

tickets.

Referred to Board of

tion.

Works.
1

Ditto

.

1

Ballihar.

.

Galway

.

.

Pointing

out the necessity of

having

two

Com-

mittees for the Barony.

Works, and

Requested to communicate with the acting
Vice Lieutenant of

spondent

Clare

.

.

.

Newquay Committee.
Request labour tickets.
Forwarded
to
the
Board of Works,
and the Committee
informed that work
tickets are to be isby

sued

rangements
carrying
on
Public Works.
1

Ditto

50 acres of

.

Works

enclose

an extract from

W.

a letter of J.
Milford,

Lieutenant and Vice
Lieutenant
being
absent.

A

list

home

Louth

•

.

,

County in

Commissariat

1

Down

cality.

in

in-

mittee.

the respective proportions of landlord

and tenant, in referany sums
borrowed for relief
from Government.

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

or in

Ireland.
1

ence to

image

Dundalk

any part
of the
Eastern Division of

Ask

Printed

ap-

Informed that there
will not be a depot

for-

formation

of the
Commissioners
of
Public Works.
Loughbrickland Com-

for

pointment as storekeeper for the depot
intended
to
be
opeued in this lo-

Relief Office, with
the names of Chair-

man, &c., is
warded for the

for

Com-

Dundalk.
Application

of Committees

for this

market

supply of the
sariat depbts.
1

correspondence with
the

Govern-

ment.
Correspondent is informed that it is not
proposed to take any
corn out of the

the local
Public

Stating
that
Committees
have not
yet been formed for
the County ;
the

Esq.

oats offered

for sale to

Works.
Donegal
The Board of

for

the

Ballinasloe.

.

officers of the

1

corre-

informed

that the Commissary

General has not cognizance of the ar-

the County.
1

Atlileague Committee.
Urge the necessity of
putting on
works
immediately.
Referred to Board of

Digitisation Unit

Mayo

.

,

Marquess

.

Westport.

of
Sligo forwards
Resolutions of
the Westport
Relief
Com-

They

mittee.

Specially answered by

i

state

that

vernment

make
tations

large

of

Go-

should
imporprovi-

sions.

Commissary-General
Sir R. J. Routh.
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continued.

County.

Locality.
|

1

Meath

Trim.
Requests

1

the

Westmeath

Tyrrellspass

.

re-

Commit-

tee.
|

1

Sligo

.

.

.

Ask

assembling of the
late Committee.
Referred to Lieutenant
of County.
Corran Committee.
Urge the necessity of
immediate
Public

be supplied
with Ordnance Survey Maps, Mr. Griffith’s Valuation, and
the late Census Return.

Informed

that
they
are not supplied to
the
Commissariat
Relief Office for dis-

Works.
Referred to Board of

Works, and Committee informed of
the course adopted.
1

Ditto

Tyrrerill Barony.
The necessity of

.

tribution

who

Works,

are layinir out
roads, &c. ; but that
Mr. Griffith’s valuation is not proposed to be used in

and Com-

mittee informed of
the course adopted.
Ditto

making assessments

Corran Committee.

.

A
1

I

Westmeath

Ditto

.

.

that the

:

maps will beinpossession of officers of
the Board of Works,

im-

mediate works.
Referred to Board of

1

to

under

Clerk ; his salary,
&c.
(See Answer annexed.)
Barony of Demifore.

Relief

the

Works Acts

and

;

that the last Census

Delay of Works.

Tables have
long since

(See Answer annexed.)

buted.

been
distri-

Chairman of Tyrrellspass Committee.
Suggesting the
appointment of another
gentleman as chair-

1

Wexford

Ross.

.

The

necessity of im-

mediate works.

Forwarded to
the
Board of
Works,
and
correspondent

man, to relieve him
from duty.
Letter written that the

informed

application will be
referred to the ViceLieutenant of the

that

Commissary
ral

-

the

Gene-

has not d&gni-

zance of the arramrements for Relief Works.

County.

Communication made
to
the Vice-Lieutenant, stating that
the appointment of

chairman
him.

rests with

Commissariat Relief Office,
Dublin Castle October 19, 1846.
,

Enclosure.
Mr. Stanley to Mr. Pollard.
Dublin

Castle, October 16, 1846.

Commissary- General Sir Randolph J. Routh begs to acquaint you that he has not cognizance of the arrangements for the laying out, & c. of Public Works of Relief ; he has been
unable to do more than forward to the Board of Works, for consideration, your letter, recommending additional assistants to be appointed for the purpose of accelerating the commencement of employment in your barony.

Mr. Stanley

to the Rev.

James Martin.
Dublin Castle October 16, 1846.
,

Commissary- General Sir Randolph J. Routh begs to inform you that the establishment of a depot for the sale of food in Kilkee, which you recommend, would not effect the
object you have mainly in view, the reduction of prices below the market rates, as, wherever a
depot is opened, the latter must rule the sales
this course being indispensable for securing
the intervention of trade, without which, the public wants cannot be supplied, as it is not practicable for the Government to provide food for the whole population
and it cannot be expected
;
;
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that, trade competition could intervene if prices were to be adopted at the depots which would
not enable traders selling at the same rates to realize their reasonable profits.
It is not at present possible to supply numerous depots, sufficient time not having been yet
allowed for obtaining the imports necessary for maturing the Commissariat arrangements commenced on the 1st. ultimo ; but Relief Committees can now do much good, by providing
supplies of food for sale in their districts, either with local subscriptions and grants in aid, or
with loans, placing the food for sale with individuals of character, who should be allowed 51.
per cent, commission, and be required to sell at prices fixed for them sufficient to repay the
first cost with the commission, and all charges.
It may be useful to add that the Killarney Relief Committee this week purchased 100 tons
of Indian meal from merchants in Limerick at 14Z. per ton ; and that whole wheaten meal is

now on

sale there at 2s. per stone.

Mr. Stanley

to the Rev.

Mr. Green.
Dublin

Castle, October 16, 1846.

Commissary-General Sir Randoph J. Routh begs to state in reply to your application,
that the Commissariat depot at Banagher is not yet open, but that you would have no advantage in purchasing supplies there, in preference to sending to Limerick, as the Commissariat
sales must now be made at the trade prices ; and he begs to add, for your guidance, that the
Killarney Relief Committee purchased this week from merchants in Limerick ICO tons of
Indian meal, at 1 41. per ton, and that whole wheaten meal is now on sale there at 2s.
per stone.
He desires to draw your attention to the enclosed suggestions for providing cheap food from

home

corn.

Mr. Stanley

to Sir B.

M. Wall.
Dublin

Castle, October 16, 1846.

Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh begs to acknowledge the receipt of your
of the 15th inslant, and to state for your information, and that of the Waterford Relief
Committee, that it is not in contemplation to establish in any part of Ireland depots of food, to
be sold under current trade prices and he desires to draw your attention to the enclosed copy
of the Treasury Minute of the 31st of August, (already supplied to the Waterford Relief
Committee,) which preclues the establishment of any depot in your city, or in any part of the
letter

;

eastern division of Ireland.

Mr. Stanley

to

the Rev. R. Gibbons.

Dublin

Castle, October 16, 1846.

Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh, in reference to your letter recommending
a modification of the 5th section of the Instructions, begs to forward to you a supplement, in
which the section is modified, under authority given on the 8th instant.
As, however,
the organization of committees has been devolved by Government on the Lieutenants of
counties, he must request that you will signify your wishes respecting your curates to the Earl
of Lucan or the Vice-Lieutenant, who may be acting for his Lordship in forming committees.

Mr. Stanley

to the

Rev. J. Garrett.

Dublin

Castle, October 17, 1846.

Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh begs to state, in reply to your letter of
it is left to the discretion of Relief Committees to pay for the service of
clerks where requisite
but that there is not any fixed rate of allowance, as the recompense
must vary according to the extent of districts and duties. There is, however, no fund for the
purpose, except such as may be formed in each district by local subscriptions and the donations
of Government in aid.
the 15th instant, that

;

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle,

Dublin, October 20, 1846.

I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right Hon.
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter from RearAdmiral Sir Hugh Pigot, showing the disposition of his force of steam-vessels,

my

which, as far as
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Enclosure.

have

I

you that

make a

I

to

Rear-Admiral H. Pigot to Sir R. Routh.
“ Myrmidon,” at Cork, 16 tli October, 1846
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, and to acquaint

“Dasher, “Achehave been waiting for the arrival of the steam-vessels named in the margin, so as to
ron,” “ Comet,”
have replied to your communication of the 8th “ Blazer.”

disposition of the force, or I should

earlier.

The “

Lucifer,” notwithstanding, will be useful in removing the supplies of biscuit from the
Army Depots at Drogheda, Dundalk, Newry, and Carrickfergus, to Dublin, after which,
should her services not be necessary at Kingstown, I will order her elsewhere.
I am sorry to
say the “ Tartarus” requires to be sent to England for new boilers.
“ Dasher’s” arrival this evening,
I expect the
when she shall be ordered to Sligo, the
“ Comet ” to Westport, “ Acheron ” to Galway, and “ Blazer ” to the Shannon, in the place of
the “ Tartarus.”

“ Dee,” and “ Alban,” being vessels capable
of carrying large supplies,
be in reserve at Cork, in performing the duties of the station, until fit employment is found

“ llhadamanthus,”
will

for their services.

“Stromboli” left on Wednesday for Devonport, with the gear from the “Madagascar,” for
equipping the “ Andromeda,” and will no doubt return with that ship to Cork.
“ Dee,” on return from Westport, hourly expected, will take round the remaining quantity of
biscuit to complete the depot at Dingle, and fill up with 50 tons of meal for conveyance to the
Relief Committee at that port and neighbourhood*
“ Pluto” and “Swallow ” proceed from the Shannon with Indian meal from Limerick to
Tralee, for the Relief Committee at Killarney.
“ Rhadamanthus” I am daily expecting with the provisions received from the Army Depots
at Sligo, Lough Foyle, and Waterford, for returning into store at Haulbowline.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

Transmit a copy of this letter and of its enclosure to the Secretary, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty.

Sir

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle, Dublin, October 21, 1846.

I have the honour to enclose to you, for the information of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a letter
I have received from from Rear-Admiral Sir Hugh Pigot, dated the 19th instant,
in further detail of his disposition of the naval steamers to be attached to
the depots on the Western Coast of Ireland.

Enclosure.
Rear-Admiral Pigot

R. Routh.
“ Myrmidon ,” at

to Sir

Cork, October 19, 1846.

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, which I think will,
some manner, have been answered by mine of the 16th, not at the time received.
You may be assured that the efficiency of Her Majesty’s steam-vessels under my command
will ever have my best attention, and I should wish to keep one or two in reserve to be available
in

m the

event of accidents.

As Commissary-General Hewetson is so well acquainted with the capability of the “Alban,”
and as she has been so much employed in the Shannon, I think it would be as well to place her
at Limerick instead of the “ Blazer,” the latter vessel will then be available
for Dingle
and Valentia. The ‘‘Tartarus,” I should think, would be equipped with new boilers about the
end of next month, and, with the “ Lucifer,” may be reckoned upon as reliefs.
As the winter advances I should wish, as a precautionary measure, to station the “ Rhadamanthus” at Kingstown, to be at command to move either a regiment or supplies, as may be
necessary to any point required, keeping the “ Dee” in reserve at Cork for the same purpose.
“ Stromboli ” will, on the West Coast, be ready to be similarly
employed, or to assist in the
conveyance of supplies, wherever her presence may be required.
The *• Myrmidon,” the smallest of all the Lieutenants commands, will retain
not capable of taking on board with safety 100 barrels of meal.
With respect to the dock-yard lighters for service in the Shannon, if you think

my flag, as

is

shall be

most happy

consideration of the

z
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Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle Dublin, October 20, 1846.
,

I forgot to tell you that J never could understand Mr. Robertson’s letter to
I could not understand or reconcile the contradiction you had remarked.
;
By-the-by, I never sent to
Mr. Andoe is here, and commencing his duties.
the Treasury our little memorandum of our accounts, so as to move our little

you

column all in the same line. I availed myself of Mr. Bromley’s assistance as I
went through the accounts but it appears to me that everything we do here
savours a little of hurry and certain it is that we have not too much time
;

;

for consideration.

I

enclose

it

with this note, but I will hereafter transmit

it

officially.

am much obliged to you for your note in regard to the Galway affair, which
makes my way quite clear.
The admiral’s arrangements are very good, provided the “Dasher” and the
“Comet” are of sufficient burthen; but I shall soon be able to judge of this,
though I think the “Alban” would have suited the Sligo duty better.
The “Acheron” is to be at Galway and I believe she is the largest of the
I

;

three, and will afford protection as well as means of conveyance.
I saw the O’ Conor Don this morning, and I shall put him upon a plan of
supply to his neighbourhood, which I think will be advantageous. His meal is
and will be forwarded at once.
must now think of stocking Dublin, to prepare from thence the stores
of Longford and Banagher.
You will perceive that the freight is rising on
the canals.
shall be very well pleased to receive barley meal for these
arrived,

We

We

depots.

The LordI think the bread and the biscuit from Deptford are very good.
Lieutenant and Mr. Labouchere were very much pleased with it; and I should be
very glad to get such bread every day, in preference to white.

Enclosure.
to be observed in making up the Provision, Store, and Cash Accounts, connected with the Special Service, upon which the Commissariat Officers are employed in

Instructions
Ireland.

Although the code of regulations and instructions for conducting the duties of the
Commissariat Department, with which every Accountant officer will be furnished, directs
the principle upon which Commissariat accounts are to be kept and rendered, yet, as the
Service in Ireland is peculiar in its details, and as many of the officers employed on it have
never hitherto been called upon to act in the receipt and issue of provisions by sale, in the
manner required, it is thought proper to issue the following instructions, so as to establish
uniformity and despatch :
Provision Store Accounts.
1. Every officer in charge of a depot shall be in account current with the CommissaryIn account with the
CommissaryGeneral for his entries and issues of provisions and stores.
General.
magazine book will be supplied to every accountant, in which he is to enter daily his
2.
Magazine Book to
receipts in the first part of the book, and issues in the second part, as they take place ; and by
be kept.
carrying forward the total of each page as completed, this book should be capable of exhibiting
at any moment the actual quantity of provisions, stores, and packages on hand.
Packages.
3. As the packages containing the provisions, &c., are, in many instances, sold therewith,
they are, as received and issued, whether full or empty, to be entered in the magazine

A

book.
Store Implements.

Rate, authority,
&e., for sale.

Vouchers to be
numbered.

Vouchers required
for each entry or

4. It scarcely seems necessary to render an implement account ; and it will be sufficient to
render a return of the store implements in use on the 31st March, and at the end of the service.
5. The magazine book will contain columns in addition to those for quantity and number,
one showing the rate at which the entry or issue has been credited or charged, another the
date of the authority for such rate, and a third, a money column, in which the amount actually
paid or received is to be inserted.
6. The entries and issues are to be numbered consecutively, and the vouchers in support of
them must correspond.
7. All entries must be supported by vouchers, either an invoice, way-bill, bill of lading, or
and if no way-bill accompanies the
report of survey, showing the quantity, number, &c
.

issue.
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supply, the accountant is to report the same to head-quarters, that an explanation may be
immediately required.
8. Should any packages, &c., be returned to the depot, a certificate of delivery, signed by
6
J
the party returning the same, must be produced.
9. The surveys to be held upon provisions, &c., to be received, must be in accordance with
the practice of the Commissariat Service, although the members may be civilians.
10. When an entry at a depot differs in quantity, &c., from a way-bill, or bill of lading, the
accountant is to charge himself with the whole quantity stated in the way-bill, taking credit
for the deficiency, according to 378 and 379 articles of Commissariat Instructions.
11. No purchases are to be made without first submitting the same for approval, which
must accompany the voucher for the purchase, and be noted in the proper column of the
book of entries.
12. The vouchers for store issues, it is intended, shall answer the purpose also of receipt
the quantity in pounds must be inserted in the voucher to correspond with the
cash vouchers
entry in the issue book, together with the packages, the rate at, and the amount, for which the
sale was made, agreeably with the prescribed form.
13. Should any alteration be made in the rate of issue, a copy of the authority is to be annexed to the first voucher of issue under the altered rate.
14. If any free grant of provisions should be authorised to be issued, a copy of the authority under which it was made is to be annexed to the voucher.
Whenever an issue is made to a sub-accountant or constable in charge of a sub-depot.
15.
a receipt is to be obtained in support of the charge but as it will not be a voucher admissible,
as an issue finally accounted for, the officer in charge of the depot will be held responsible for
the quantity so issued, on imprest; he is therefore required to obtain immediately, upon the
expiration of each month, an account in detail from such sub-accountant or constable of his
entries and issues, the total of which must be added to the monthly total of entries and issues
in the depot magazine book, whereby the balance at the sub-depot will form part of the aggregate monthly depot balance of remains.
16. It is not required that vouchers should be taken for sales in small quantities to poor
families ; but at the end of each day a certificate of the total quantity so sold and amount
received for the same, as recorded in the detail or constabulary book (in which the names are
to be inserted as hitherto), should be signed by the storekeeper or party who issued it, and
countersigned, where there is one, by the officer in charge of the depot.
The total quantity
only so issued is to be inserted in the magazine book and monthly abstract, and the certificate,
which must state the rate at which issued, forwarded as the voucher.
17. When stores are sent from one depot to another, a way-bill is invariably to be sent with
them, and another through the post.
The officer to whom they are consigned should return
he way-bill, acknowledging their receipt..
18. At the end of each month it must be ascertained, with as much accuracy as possible,
that the remains in store correspond with the balance appearing by the magazine book. Should
any difference be found to exist, whether surplus or deficiency, the quantity is to be given
credit for or charged, as the case may be, and be supported by a certificate of the cause,
signed by the person in charge at the store, and countersigned by the officer in charge of the
;

;

,
p_„, „
Packages
returned.
,

g urv yv

’

Difference in

wav
7

bill.

Purchases to be
approved,

Form of issue
voucher,

Alteration of rate,

Free grant,
Officer in charge of

a depot responsible
accounts of subdepots '
for

Receipts not required for issues to
poor families.

Way bill to

be sent,

Rema ns

s{ore

;

;

n

depot.

Whenever a

19.

deficiency appears at a sub-depot, the officer in charge of the general

depot is specially required to investigate
cause thereof.

and report upon the

20. Every officer, or other in charge, should

make a weekly

stores.

certificate his opinion of the

Deficiency to be
investi°uted.

inspection of the quality of his
Inspection
of stores
‘

21. All vouchers for the issue of stores are to be taken in duplicate,
unable to write, his mark is to be witnessed.

and when a person

is

Vouchers in duplicate.

22. All store vouchers are to be endorsed.
23. Fractional parts of a pound in weight are to be omitted in the abstracts.
24. Within one week after the expiration of each month, a copy of the magazine book of
and issues must be made out in the prescribed form of abstract, and the remains stated
and the account declared to.
These abstracts are to be forwarded with the vouchers to head
examination and transmission to the Audit Board.
25. The duplicate abstracts and vouchers are to be lodged in the Commissary-General’s
Office at Dublin, within 14 days after the expiration of the month, and in no instance are they
to be sent by the same conveyance as the originals.
No difficulty, it is apprehended, can arise
in fulfilling this instruction, provided the abstracts are kept up day by day, simultaneously
with the daily magazine book, and the vouchers also arranged daily.
26. The weekly state of the depots is to be forwarded so as to reach Dublin on every
Monday morning, and on the 15th and last day of each month a return of the totals of the
provisions sold and the total receipts paid for the same, without other detail, and the actual
balance of cash on those days remaining on hand.
entries

Endorsed
Fractions

1

Accounts to be forwarded monthly,

quarters, in Dublin, for

Duplicate accounts.

state of depots and
account of sales,

Cash Accounts.

A

27.
cash-book will be supplied to each accountant, who will be in account current with Daily
Cash Book to
the Commissary-General for his receipts and payments.
This book must be written up daily, be kept.
as each transaction occurs, in order that
balance in hand.

it

may

exhibit, at

any moment, the actual cash

Z

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

2

180

COMMISSARIAT.

28. The monthly abstracts of receipts and payments are to be copies of the daily entries in
the cash-book, which are to be made out and forwarded to the Commissary-General’s office at
Dublin, as well as the duplicates, upon the same principle as has been prescribed for the store

Ca*h accounts.

abstracts.

29. The cash vouchers for the sale of provisions will be the store-issue vouchers as before
stated; and although they are numbered consecutively to correspond with the store abstract, yet
a number in red ink must also be inserted against each in the abstract of cash receipts, as well
as upon the vouchers.
30. When a sum is remitted for the payment of a donation, or as an imprest for current

Cash vouchers.

Imprests.

services, the accountant is to give credit for the amount as a receipt, placing the
ing the remittance, as the voucher.

Condemned

stores,

&c., sold.

Cash vouchers

in

duplicate, witnessed.

Endorsed.
Fractions.

Stamped

receipts.

Officer to certify
claims.

Travelling
expenses.

Lodging allowance.

Pay.

Vouchers

to

be

made complete.
Explanation of
differences.

Abstracts to be
made complete
daily.

Questions of
account.

Each

issue of meal
Sec., to be paid for,
or explanation
given.

letter, advis-

31. Should any condemned stores or packages be authorized to be sold by auction or private agreement, the amount realized is to be given credit for, and the account of sale must
form the cash receipt voucher.
32. Receipts are to be taken in duplicate for every cash payment made, and the signature
witnessed.
Should the party be unable to write, his mark will require two witnesses.
33. All vouchers for cash are to be endorsed.
34. Fractional parts of a penny are to be omitted in the abstracts.
35. For payment of 51. and upwards stamped receipts are to be taken, but for the original
only; the duplicate receipts being taken on the usual printed form.
36. When payment is made either at a general depfit, or at a sub-depot, for freight, cartage,
labour, &c., the claim is to be certified by the officer in charge of the general depot, that the
service or work has been actually and satisfactorily performed.
37. Travelling expenses to be submitted for the approval of the Treasury, are to be forwarded in duplicate.
38. Lodging allowance will be paid “ two monthly” by the Ordnance Department on the
certificate of the Commissary-General, but a list, in original, of the officers claiming it, is to
be forwarded every two months to head quarters.
39. Estimates of pay in original (separately for Treasury and local appointments) are to be
forwarded on the last day of each month on which the general return is to be compiled and
forwarded to the Treasury.
40. Care is to be taken that all quantities and rates are properly set forth in the vouchers,
together with the authorities for the rates, and that each voucher of receipt and payment is
made complete in itself.
41. If any discrepancy appears in the rate of wages in the number of labourers employed,
or in any way likely to create a doubt, explanation must be given by the accountant, either
upon the voucher, or annexed thereto.
42. The abstracts and vouchers must be made complete daily, as well as the cash-book, as
the only principle upon which accuracy and dispatch can be established.
43. Should any question arise, the accountant will immediately communicate with head quarters, so as to secure an uniformity of account.
44. As this service differs in an essential degree from the generality of commissariat duties,
inasmuch as that payment is required for each issue of meal, every accountant will be expected to satisfy himself, before he transmits his accounts, that every issue has been paid for
and brought to account, whether made by himself or through any other channel subordinate
to him, or should any exception arise, that full particulars of the cause thereof be furnished

with his accounts.
Issues in small
quantities to be
avoided.

45. Whenever there is a committee, the officer in charge is not to make any issue in detail,
but he is to issue in given quantities to those committees at. the fixed prices, who should be
charged with the details, as being more conversant with the destitution and real stateof the poor.

46. It is, of course, most inconvenient, and in most cases impossible, to undertake these
General remark on issues
Neither is it proper to multiply, indisin detail to poor families from main depots.
sales in detail.
creetly, constabulary depots, which are principally useful in situations where public works are
carrying on, and large bodies of labourers collected, and might generally be removed with the
occasion that called for such assistance.
Our system is rather to encourage committees to
supply these small demands from their own resources, either imported or in the country, with
occasional sales from the main depot: and when committees are assembled in the same locality

with these depots, they have the advantage of the same central situation always accessible by
water, to increase their means by their own exertions.
The most approved plan in practice
has been for the committees to select some individual of character to retail, furnishing him
with the com or meal at their own cost, and allowing him 51. per cent, on his sales, the retail
price being fixed by the committee.
This is intended only as a general observation, to which exceptions may arise, but its object
is, that our supplies should be more impartially distributed, without favour or selection, and be
less exposed to interfere with private enterprise.
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Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan.
Limerick October 20, 1846,
,

My

chief duty, of late, is endeavouring to arrive at facts, and to induce committees to exert their energies, and obtain subscriptions with which to purchase
food in their own localities, or wherever procurable, to retail at cost prices to
and in endeavouring to prove that the opening of our depots, so
long as food is to be had in the home market, would be most injudicious, and
productive of serious evil ; this encouragement of private enterprise, in every
their people,

possible way, being of the first importance, and which is now, in many places,
doing so much for them.
Employment, unfortunately, drags on very slowly,
but to prevent extensive abuse this cannot be otherwise. The people in some
parts ol Clare are using the “ quern ” with advantage, chiefly in preparing
barley-meal if its use spreads, and it ought, we need not care for mill power
;

but you know my views on this subject.
Messrs. Russell, the great corn-factors and millers of Limerick, are doing a

and manufacture, of different grain, upwards of 500
week, supplying the country round for many miles they tell me their
orders for foreign importation will keep them going at that rate until next
March. Indian meal, 14/. per ton ; oatmeal, 18/.
whole wheaten meal,
17/. 10s.
there are other houses who are also doing a good deal, but the
Russells are our great support.
Their agent for the American market,
“ Baring Brothers.”
great deal, they grind
tons per

;

:

:

Mr. Blamire to Mr. Trevelyan.
Tithe Office, October 21, 1846.

merely trouble you

to say, that a clever and extensive baker in
now, and has been for some time past, selling 4 lbs. of bread
for three pence.
This bread is said to be much liked. It is made of rye,
maize, and coarse and inferior wheat.
I named it to Mr. Maclean,
but he did not think his people would use
flour made into bread.
If you have any curiosity about this bread, I shall be
most happy to procure you a loaf ; as also a statement of the mode of its
I

Carlisle, is

manufacture.

Mr. Trevelyan to Mr. Blamire.
Treasury

,

October 21, 1846.

gladly avail myself of your offer to procure me a specimen of the
rye and maize bread, with a statement of the mode in which it is

I

Carlisle

made.
sold at the rate of 4 lbs. for three pence ?
Perhaps you could also ascertain for me, to what extent, and at what price,
is now procurable in the neighbourhood of Carlisle.

Is it still

rye

Mr. Blamire

1

HA ',E

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Tithe Office, October 23, 1846.
great pleasure in forwarding the enclosed letter from my friend

n
Lonsdale, a physician in Carlisle, to whom I applied
%"«jy
Mr.
ol

Carr s bread and
them.

biscuits,

and

for information as to his
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Enclosure.
Dr.

Lonsdale

to

Mr. Blamire.
Thursday, 6 p.m.

Carlisle, October 22,

I reply, by the first post, to your letter received an hour ago.
Mr. Carr has been
most obliging, and offers to give every information which may be desired on matters relative
to bread and corn.
Some time ago, when Indian corn was cheap, he issued the enclosed circular. In August,
he purchased Indian corn at 25s. 6d. per quarter of 4801bs., free, on board, at Liverpool.
The same grain is now 58s. This elevation of prices has completely overthrown his views of
cheapness, as expressed in the circular ; and he now makes bread of rye and coarse English
flour, which is the cheapest in his establishment.
Knowing that you wanted the cheapest, I send a loaf of this kind, consisting of rye and
coarse flour in equal proportions, or rather a preponderance of the coarse.
The loaf weighed,
when packed up a few minutes ago, 31bs. 2oz., its price is 4 d. It could be made for 3|d. in

large quantities.
Let me say here that rye sells at Newcastle, this week, at 42s. per quarter of 581b3
imperial
and coarse flour at 33s. per sack of 20 stones. Remember, however, that the
slightest run on any article of food just now raises the prices considerably; and Mr. Carr has
experienced this fact to a great extent of late.
So much for the cheapest bread that Mr. Carr, with his wonderful machinery and good
management, can make.
I send a loaf, one half fine flour, and one half Indian (yellow) flour.
It is a specimen for
tasting, and not cheap.
The yellow Indian is the best grain, though the white, owing to its
colour, is more sought after
so says Mr. Carr.
The Indian corn is boiled it can be used
without boiling but the bread is not so moist.
The biscuits which I send took my fancy as good and cheap. Each biscuit is sold at \d.
retail price over the counter; but, in the lump, at the rate of 16s. or 17s. per cwt., made of
average description of low-priced grain. They can be kept good for months in a tolerably
;

—

—

—

dry locality.
I can assure you a single biscuit takes a great deal of chewing, and contains a large portion of
nutriment. After the paste has been prepared, Mr. Carr can cut out and prick the holes or, in
other words, make the biscuits ready for the oven, at the rate of 70 pounds per minute
The
be made of rye, coarse flour, barley, or any other grain. Now, if the Government
could turn them off at the rate that Mr. Carr does, I think they might carry out your suggestions
with great advantage namely, sell cheap bread or biscuits, rather than fine flour, which may
not
and frequently will not be frugally used.
Mr. Carr will show his machinery, or do anything to aid you, provided the biscuits are to be
used for peace establishments.
He is a strong anti-war and anti-whiskey person ; and I
promised to send you the following calculations, in the hope that you would direct the attention of the Government to the astonishing fact, that in the midst of scarcity, we are throwing
away or wasting enormous quantities of good barley.
Taking the Government Returns for the year ending April 5, 1841, we find 42,093,966
imperial bushels of barley converted into malt, which quantity would make 6,600,000 bags of
flour, capable of feeding 3,300,000 people for one year, allowing each person l£lb. of bread
Mr. Carr properly asks, “ Is not this worth looking after in times of scarcity.”
per day.
The foregoing is all that 1 can gather for you. There is no man in this country better able
to give information on the manufacture of bread than Mr. Carr.
His establishment is the first
of its kind in Europe.
The loaves can be made by anyone. They are quite simple in their manufacture.
;

!

biscuits could

—

—

—

INDIAN CORN AND INDIAN CORN BREAD,
As

used

in the

Sold by J. D.
“

United

States.

CARR,

Carlisle.

Men of the greatest learning bestow

the utmost of their skill, learnedly, to pervert the natural use of all
the elements for the destruction of their own species by the bloody art of war and some waste their whole
;
lives in studying how to arm death with new engines of horror, and inventing an inGnite variety of slaughter,
but think it beneath men of learning to employ their learned labours in the invention of new, or even in
improving the old means for the increasing of bread."— Tull's Husbandry.
,

Undue

INDIAN CORN

prejudice having been raised in this country against the use of
notwithstanding its high appreciation for that purpose in America, and
it is grown
and many persons having, in consequence, been deterred
D. Carr, fully satisfied of the unsoundness of the prejudice, and of its nutritious
and wholesome qualities, and that its cheapness and usefulness require only to be known to
ensure its extensive use, has taken measures for securing to the public an ample supply.
as

an

article of food

—

other countries where

from
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present compelled to subsist almost entirely: upon potatoes,
the
bo found at once a most heallhful and economical change and
a prewhich are to be apprehended from a re-appearance of the disease
in the potato, which caused so much alarm last year, and raised the price so
unreasonably high
In making additions to his works in Caldewgate, J. D. Carr has made arrangements
for
the manufacture of INDIAN
into BREAD, at a rale of charge which will render it
the cheapest kind of food that has yet been introduced into this country
and as the cost of
;
producing a large quantity of bread is so much cheaper than the production
of a small
quantity, he trusts he will receive the support of the public in the
experiment he is about
to make.
INDIAN
is also admirably adapted as food for
HORSES and
possessing higher feeding properties for them than oats or wheat.
The present price of potato
oats being 10s.* per bushel, or about 2s. per stone when ground into meal
Indian Corn is
about half the Price.
It is believed that these facts require only to be known to bring the Indian Corn
into general
use, and inquiry and experiment are respectfully urged upon all.
Castle-street, Carlisle, July 30, 1846.
. kt^i
INDIAN
OUKJN

will

ventive ol those dangers

CORN

CORN

CATTLE—

—

Sir R. Routii to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin

Castle, October 21, 1846.

Assistant Commissary-General Bishop is engaged in examining
the
accounts of the committees, and in selecting the best, so
that we may reduce
the plan into system, and this is the first step to drawing
up a concise code of
instructions.

I have received this morning, the hand-mills, which have been brought
to
the Castle instead of the Custom House, where our stores
are.
shall put
them in motion to-morrow, and I shall advise you of the result. The
people
here are so very ignorant of the use of rye, that I am
drawing up a short
printed paper, an extract from a larger work, to show
the kind of land which
is proper lor it, and the manner ol sowing it, and
its use as a grain.
I have
sent it to the printer and will send it to you to-morrow.
Lord Monteagle as Chairman of the Presentment Session of Shangolden,
has sent up some resolutions, and amongst others, hut
in which he does not
join, a strongly expressed opinion that
the Government depots

We

opened immediately. I have answered
to-moi row.
The letter was sent to the
by the Under Secretary.

should he

it,

and I will send

my

Lord Lieutenant, and

reply to you
referred to me

have nothing very particular to add to-day, except to say, that
our system
of throwing the committees on the home supplies,
is answering very well.
I saw Mr. Dillon Brown, the member of Mayo,
this morning, and he told me
that it was working well.
We committed an error last year in having
I

too

many

sub-depots, which we are now remedying.
I take a leaf out of Joseph’s plan, who
established central depots, and
enjoined the people to come with their money in their
sacks for their supplies.
He did not send it to them. It is the only sure plan. Our coast-guard
and
constabulary depots of last year embarrassed the accounts
considerably. There
is a naval clerk on board the “
Madagascar,” who receives and issues in lar^e
quantities, but makes no small issues, and has nothing
to do with money.
He
belongs to the ship, and was sent by the Admiralty.
The stores on board
lorm part of Mr. Hewetson’s accounts.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

^

Castle, Dublin, October 22, 1846.

muc h

obliged to you for Mr. Baring's report, which I like, and
I do
iit to that of Mr. Saunders, of Liverpool,
.
which is in contradiction of all my experience.
shall see.
,

.

™ e sa™ e cre(

We

*
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I have received the two mills, and I like them very much ; I have had a little
Indian corn ground, but I shall have a more regular experiment to-morrow. I
have remitted the money to the maker. I shall now see how we can best employ
them.
very erroneous idea has been formed of the quantity of rye you could
must only
procure.
If we had it, the demand here would be immense.
I am afraid it would arrive too
give it so as to procure seed for another year.
It ought to be sowed in September, and only one precaution
late from Germany.
is necessary, that it should be new, lately threshed, for old seed almost universally
fails. I used to grow it in Canada, and know something about it. It will be a great
boon in this country, and sometimes it is sown in the spring, but not usually in
Europe, though always so in Canada, where the spring and summer are so hot.
I enclose a copy of the extract about the rye.
Mr. Millikin is just arrived, having been out during the heavy storm last night.
The Lord-Lieutenant has taken home the Memorandum of the fishery, to return
to-morrow with his answer; and to-morrow, Mr. Labouchere is to give his answer

A

We

about the rye seed from Germany.
I shall keep you advised. I hope Mr. Erichsen is thinking of our depot at
Longford and Banagher, particularly the former, are very pressing, and
where we must send the hand-mills, and may thus receive whole

Dublin.

also Westport,

corn.

Enclosure.

Information on the Cultivation and Use of Rye.
cultivated in Ireland, although it produces good crops on indifferent soils,
on which wheat would be an uncertain crop. Rye does well on thin soils, and on reclaimed
bogs or moors; and its cultivation would therefore seem to be desirable, under the circumIt is, however, necessary that the soil should be well worked,
stances existing in this country.
and kept in good tilth, and free from weeds.
sometimes sown in autumn, and sometimes in spring. It is particularly useful for

Rye is

Rye

not

much

is

vetch, and the mixture affords
sowino- with winter vetches, the rye acting as a support to the
bushel to the acre is the usual quantity sown in this way. It is
excellent spring feeding.
sometimes sown on stubble, after one ploughing and harrowing, for green feeding for lambs
and ewes in February or March ; and this practice, on light gravelly or sandy soils, will serve

A

to

improve them greatly.
Rye is much used for bread

in all parts of the continent of Europe, and in W ales, and some
It is
flour for that purpose.
parts of England and Scotland ; and it is also mixed with wheat
considerable
likewise much used by distillers, and is roasted and used as a substitute for coffee, in
quantities, by the poorer classes.

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
October 22, 1846.
to hear from Mr. Erichsen this morning, that the price of
of Longgrain in the interior of Ireland, and especially in the neighbourhood
other words,
ford had “ given way” to the extent of 2s. a-quarter, or that in
the farmers had begun to bring their supplies into the market.
If it is the case, it is owing to your
I hope to have this confirmed by you.
not to open your depots as long as there were sufficient supplies
I

was glad

determination

have been forthin the farmers’ yards, for certainly these supplies would never
caused
coming in any quantity in Ireland in the lace of artificial low prices
.
by the action of our depots.
.
I

am

tins
thankful to be able to say, that the accounts I have received
are
as to the prospects of the grain market,

morning from various quarters

more

cheering.

.

iar G e
five mills at work day and night, and two of them are very
loaded the two
ones, grinding barley for Scotland, and as soon as we have
work in the
frigates destined for this service, all the mills will be kept at

We have
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same manner for Ireland, the first supplies being sent to
Dublin, until the
depot at that place, and its dependencies on the Shannon,
is full.
Mr Alfred Bishop will proceed to Dublin on Monday, by which time he
have made himself master of all that has passed since the last
Blue

will

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
October 22, 1846.

Although the course indicated by Lord John Russell in the accompanying
extract from a note which I have just received from him, is already followed
by
you, I think it better to send you a copy of it, in order that you may be fully
aware of the importance which is attached here to getting correct information
on all that is passing in Ireland.
Extract.

“I wish both Sir R. Routh and Colonel Jones would send you copies of the
“ m °st interesting of their officers’ correspondence.
When there are distorted
“ accounts in the newspapers, it is satisfactory to have
the truth from dispas“ sionate men.”

Commissary-General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Limerick

,

October 23, 1846.

We

have had most tempestuous weather, but it has now moderated.
I had despatched the “ Pluto” with the “ Swallow” under her care to Tralee,
with supplies purchased in this city for the Killarney Poor Relief Committee.
I wrote to the Admiral ten days ago, to say, I did not think the “ Swallow”
fit at this season to go outside “ Kerry Head ;” however, he thought the
experiment should be made, and ordered the “ Pluto” to accompany her to Tralee.
Last night brought me a report from the magistrate at Bally steen, that she was
on shore, bilged at the mouth of the Askeaton River, but, with great exertions,
he had got the meal safely landed with little or no damage you will see on
the map, this point is half-way between Limerick and Tarbert.
I have no
;

further particulars.

The gale has been very heavy, and I fear we shall hear of much loss at sea.
Nothing new here.
I was in hopes Indian meal had reached its maximum price 14/., but yesterday, Messrs. Russell raised it to 15/. per ton.
The corn dealers and millers
are everywhere making large profits, but I trust, Christmas will see prices

much lower.
The system

of intimidation going on at many of the Baronial Sessions for
is most disgraceful, but I firmly believe the majority of the
have no intention whatever to repay the Government advances, that is,
they can help it.
great stand is making by the labourers against task work, but if not
insisted on, there will be no end to abuses, and the more that is conceded, the
more you may, as they are beginning to fancy, that by showing themselves
in masses, they may dictate their own terms.
If this system is pushed much
further, it will have to be severely checked, a lamentable alternative, but there
is a spirit of turbulence abroad, which must be put down, or it will lead to
mischief.
It is not the really destitute and suffering who are the instigators of
the disgraceful scenes that have recently occurred, but designing persons ready
to profit by any movement they can bring about.
public works
voters
if

A

2
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Comptroller of Victualling to the Secretaries of the Treasury.
Admiralty October 23, 1846.
,

I beg to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, that it appears by reports made bytlie officers of
the Victualling Yards, at Deptford and Plymouth, that it is found unnecessary
at either yard to pass the Indian corn meal through the dressing wires Nos. 12
and 14, as directed at page 118 of the Report of the Correspondence relating to
the relief of the Distress in Ireland.

Treasury Minute on the above.
October 27, 1846.

Transmit copy of this letter to Sir R. Routh, and desire that he will communicate it to Commissary-General Hewetson for any remarks which he may
have to make thereon.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin, October 31, 1846.

No. 349 of 26th October, in regard to the
dressing of Indian corn, I have the honour to transmit you, for the information
of the Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury,
the reply of Commissary-General Hewetson on that subject.
to your letter,

Adverting

Enclosure.
Commissary-General Hewetson to Sir R. Routh.
Commissariat, Limerick, October 30, 1846.

With reference to your letter No. 282, and enclosure, dated Treasury Chambers, 26th
have the honour to report.
If the stones are good French burrs, kept sharp, furrows clear, the corn kiln dried as
directed, and ground low, dressing may, I should think, safely be dispensed with, and the
whole of the bran left in the meal.
In the Lee Mills the meal was always dressed through Nos. 12 and 14 wires, and the cutlings or sharps reground and redressed, leaving under 1 per cent, bran, which was afterwards
sold ; the meal so manufactured was much liked by the people I, however, see no good
instant, I

;

reason, if the practical millers in the naval yards consider dressing unnecessary, why it should
not be discontinued.
Many of the private mill establishments in this country do not, when
Of course, when not dressed, unless carefully manufacpressed with work, dress the meal.

tured as above,

it

excellent quality.

will

be coarser than that prepared at the Lee Mills, but, nevertheless, of
'

The United States manufactured Indian meal is finer than ours, no doubt caused by the
dressing being through a higher numbered wire, and the process of kiln drying different.

Treasury Minute on the above:
November

3,

1846.

Transmit copy of Commissary-General Hewetson’s Report to the Secretary
for the information of the Lords of the Admiralty, with reference to a letter
on the subject from Mr. Meek of the 23rd ult.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle,

Dublin, October 24, 1846.

send you copy of my letter to Lord Monteagle, not for his information,
but as a reply to his Committee. The letters to Lord Bernard and Lord Sligo
have found their way into the papers, and have been very well received, parI
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commerce, for
all Western Europe, and we are almost wholly dependent upon
prices. We must
the means of relieving it. We must abstain from any at tempt to tamper with
pay the true value for each article of food, and encourage its importation upon that principle.
Any other line of conduct would expose us to the most fatal results.

throughout

but
It is difficult to foresee all that this crisis is destined to accomplish,
caution.
is not now foreseen, and it behoves us to act with the greatest

much probably

that

Amongst other changes in course of operation for the development of these resources from
mere force of events,'"the introduction of inland corn dealers or corn markets, or both, must,
hold out
soon supersede the present system of sale to millers, which as it now works, does not
the

encouragement to the farmer for the disposal of his produce.
to
But it is unnecessary to detain your Lordship upon a subject on which you are more able
Lordship s
expatiate than I am, and I have only written thus for an acknowledgment of your

sufficient competition or

which has been referred

letter,

to

me, and which

calls

upon me

for

a

reply.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Esq, Underof the Number of Communications referred by T. N. Redinuton,
secretary for Ireland, to Commissary-General Sir Randolph Routh, from the 19th to
21st of October, 1846 (both days inclusive), shewing the number of Applications from each
of Application.
District, &c., &c. ; also the general Answer given to each Class

Return

I.— APPLICATIONS

.

II.- APPLICATIONS

FOR DEPOTS.

County.

Galway

.

.

•

Clifden

Memorial from Barony of
Ballymoe
forwarded
by Board of Works.
Rathkeale.
See answer annexed.
Fethard.
Bonlick.
Kilcoleman.
Baronv of Gauran.
Kildare.

1

Galway

Tipperary

1

Mayo

1

Donegal

Kerry
.
Kilkenny

.

Kildare

.

•

.

.

.

Coolavin.

Louth

Sligo

.

.

.
.

Dundalk.
Correspondent

solicits its

&c.

Oughterard.

Many

living on cab
bage leaves.

—

Limerick

FOR MEAL, FOOD,
Locality.

County.

No.

Locality.

.

Acliill Island.

.
.

.

Tullaghabegly.

Similar answers as to applications for depots.

-APPLICATIONS FOR FREE GRANTS.

III.-

Locality.

County.

No.

management.
.

.

Queen’s

.

Cork

.

.

.

Bantry Poor-law Guardians.

Ditto

.

.

.

Castletown.
Castletown.

1

A

Roscommon

.

memorial.
Abbeyleix.

A war vessel

suggested as

a depot.

Westmeath
Wexford

.

mended

Barony of Moycashel.
Barony of Shelbourne.

Heads of Answers

Ireland.

That Commissariat depots cannot be established
any part of the eastern division of Ireland
attention is directed to the Treasury Minute of 3 1 st
last, as containing an expression of the

pended

in

affording

August

gratuitous relief, con-

views of Her Majesty’s Government with respect
to depots, and the arrangements under which
auxiliary supplies are to be provided and distri-

trary to the instructions of the Relief

buted.

grants in the past
season were given, on
the condition that the

II.

Commission,

To Applications from Western Division of
Ireland.

present in such
small supply at Liverpool, that the price is higher
there than barley, and even wheat meal can be
provided in Ireland by purchasing the grain and

That Indian corn meal

is

by the University of Southampton Library

be

observed.
1

Sligo

tion.

digitised

and

instructions were to

at

having it ground, so that if Indian corn meal were
to be sent for sale to the western districts at Liverpool price, the Government would be providing
dearer food than the people can provide at home.
Suggestions on the means of providing cheap
fuod from home corn arc forwarded for distribu-

image

any

;

in

Printed

in aid of

relief fund of the past
season of distress, the
accounts of which are
finally closed
and as
appears that the
it
subscriptions placed
at the disposal of the
Clonfinlough
Committee were wholly ex

:

To Applications for Eastern Division of

I.

Parish of Clonfinlough.
No donation on the subscriptions of the past
season in this district
was granted.
Informed that a grant
cannot now be recom-

Digitisation Unit

.

.

.

Coolavin Committee.
Resolutions forwarded,
praying for a grant
of money to build a
bridge.
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Return

o('

Number

the

of

IV..—APPLICATIONS

Communications referred

Heads of Answers : I. That donations will
not now be recommended on subscriptions raised
during the period of relief before 1st September,
1846.
II.
That Government do not contemplate
making any grant, except upon subscriptions
raised in the period of distress commenced 1st
September, which will receive consideration, provided the Committee be constituted in accordance
with the instructions.

Locality.

I

Cork

.

.

.

1

Ditto

.

.

.

,

Kilbolane, &c.,

continued.

—

FOR GRANTS ON

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
County.

No.

189

by T. N. Redington, Esq.,

to

ditto.

V.— PUBLIC BELIEF WORKS.
County.

No.

Kerry

1

.

Locality.

Subject,

Kilcoleman Committee.

.

Pray

for

&c.

immediate works.

j

Informed that their letter is referred to the Board of Works, the Commissary-General Sir R.
Routh not having cognizance of the arrangements for carrying on the Relief Works.

J.

VI.— LOCAL RELIEF COMMITTEES.
No.

County.

1

Locality.

Queen’s County

Maryborough

Ditto

Portarlington

...

Subject, &c.

Committees are

to

be formed

for these dis-

and steps taken for their formation
throughout the county by the Lieutenant of the
tricts,

.

county.

Copies of the sanctioned Instructions, with duplicates of the papers, on which the Chairman of
Committees are to supply the particulars required, on receipt of which, at the Commissariat Relief
Office,
the Books, &c., for such Committee, will be transmitted according to the addresses supplied.

VII.— MISCELLANEOUS.
County.

Limerick

Locality.

Limerick

,

Subject, &c.

....

-

Suggesting that small mills, of either hand
or horse power, for grinding food grain, be
distributed, &c.
Informed that model hand-mills have been already ordered, and that if they shall appear
to be available for general use in preparing

corn for food, a communication with respect
to them will be made to the Relief Committees.

Kilkenny'.

Kerry

Piltown Committee

.....

.

\

Listowel, &c. Parishes
j

Resolutions are forwarded to the effect, that,
subscriptions be raised for the purchase of
flax, wool, hemp, &c., to give employmentwomen and children.
Request that this locality may be formed intoone relief district, to be managed by the
.

clergy.
is drawn to an inclosed copy of the
supplement to the sanctioned Instructions,
&c., and a communication with the Lieutetenant of the county is recommended.
A. Tucker, Esq., M.D.
The remuneration
allowed him by the Central Board of Health,

Attention

Roscommon

Castlerea

.

....

—

as medical officer of Castlerea

Wicklow
Carlow

Clare

....
....

.....

Arklow
Tullow

Kilshannig-

...

image

digitised

is quite

-

obtained.
I

Requests that

this

parish be

trict in itself.

Printed

Union,

inadequate, and requests it may be augmented
to If. 1 a . per day.
Dr. Wright requests his allowance as medical
officer may be also augmented.
How a part of the premium proposed to be given
for rearing sound potatoes from seed can
be

....
....

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

made

a relief dis-
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Number

Return of the

Communications

of

referred to

by T. N. Redington, Esq.,

VII.— MISCELLANEOUS.
County.

Donegal

'

.

.

Subject, &c.

Glencolumbkill

,

continued.

continued.

Locality.

Urgent

necessity for large supplies of food by
importation, &c.

.

Informed

that arrangements for supplying districts in Donegal from the Commissariat depot in Sligo cannot be extended at present.
Local exertions should he made for having
Carrickglen provided with supplies of food

from home corn, &c.

Papers containing

suggestions on the means of providing cheap
food from wheat and barley are forwarded,

Wexford

«...

Longford

....

If

ermanagh

Shelbourne Barony

.

Ledwithstown

Ciola

.

Brook borough

.

Resolutions of the magistrates to the effect, That
the Relief Committee be empowered to employ the residue of their funds in relief of destitute housekeepers.
Assistant Commissary-General, praying for full
pay.

Correspondent inquires if aid will be given by
Government to purchase flax, and" employ

women and children
by spinning.

in

distressed districts

Informed that in the past season of distress the
Relief Committees applied a portion of their
funds in giving employment, and the plan
suggested appears well adapted for the pur-J"

He

pose.

referred to an enclosed copy of

is

Instructions,

and

is

requested to communicate

his suggestions to the Relief Committees
in his county, a list of which, with names
of their chairmen are to be forwarded.

Commissariat Relief Office;

Dublin Castle October 24, 1846.
,

Enclosure.
Mr. Stanley to Mr. Brown.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

Dublin Castle

October 23, 1846.

The memorial of the

Rathkeale Relief Committee having been referred to CommissaryGeneral Sir Randolph J Routh, he begs to state, that if a depdt for the sale of food could be
now established in Rathkeale, as prayed for by the Committee, the price of Indian corn-meal
issued from it should be the current trade price; and therefore, until this price shall
be
reduced by the importation of the supplies now in progress, the advantage of low prices sought
from the establishment of a depdt would be unattainable.
.

The

attention of the

Committee

is

requested to the accompanying papers, containing sug-

means of providing cheap supplies of food from wheat and barley and°if the
;
shall collect further subscriptions, a donation will be added to them by the Lord
is the only assistance that can be given.
the Committee’s fund has been exhausted by selling food under the current prices, it is
necessary to draw attention to the Treasury Minute of the 31st August last, in which
committees are enjoined to sell at the market rates. By adopting a different course a pressure
gestions on the

committee

Lieutenant, which

As

has been invited which has exhausted a fund

that, if

duly husbanded, would have enabled the
all motive for

committee to keep up an auxiliary supply of food, and by underselling the trade,
competition or enterprise has been precluded.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from 19th

I.— APPLICATIONS

to 21st October,

FOR DEPOTS.

1846 (both days

I—APPLICATIONS FOR

inclusive).

DEPOTS-confinKed.

j

No.

County.

Cork

1
1
1

i

Kilmeedy and Castletown Committee.

.

Donegal
Kerry

No.

Locality.

.

County.

1

Kerry

1

Leitrim

Island of Valencia.

Informed

Letterkenny.

ceive

that
this
application is under
1

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

due

will

Digitisation Unit

.

Cashearrigan

this

re-

consider-

ation.

consideration.

image

that

application

Kenmare.
Informed

Printed

Locality.

and

Drumshambo.
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1.— APPLICATIONS

FOR DEPOTS-

County.

Mayo

Localit.y

Connty.

Baronies of G alien and

.

.

and Kilkelly.
Ruskey.
Informed that

1

Ditto
Ditto

1

Roscommon

1

Aghnamullen

.

this

2

Tipperary

due conwhen the

1

Commissariat magazines shall be provided with supplies,
&c.

1

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

Heads of Answers

—That

Cloughjordan Committee

1
1
1

same rates to realize their reasonable profits, otherwise the trade supplies would be withdrawn, and
the population would have no other resource than
the depots, which are intended only as auxiliaries
to the ordinary means of providing for the public
wants, and not as the main source from whence

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

,

Westmeath
Wexford .

1

Ditto

1

1
1

.

Wicklow
Ditto
Ditto

Ballingarry

Bansha

ditto.

ditto.

Montsea

ditto.

Thurles, &c. ditto.
Tipperary ditto.

.

1

1

wherever

depots
shall be found to be indispensable in the western
districts, and shall be established when the Commissariat magazines obtain the supplies now collecting for them, the food sent there must be sold
at such prices as may enable traders selling at the
.

ditto.

Cloonigornican.

will receive

sideration

continued.

Clontibret ditto.
Clones ditto.

,

.

&c,

Locality.

Monaghan

1

Costello, Ballyhannis,

Roscommon

continued.

-APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS,

-continued.

Moycashel

ditto

Ambrosetown ditto.
Newtownbarry ditto.

.

N

•

.

ewbliss ditto.
Baltinglass ditto.

.

.

Donoughmore

.

ditto

Books, &c.

to be supplied where the Committees
are re-constituted in accordance with the Instructions.

IV.— APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS.
County.

II.— APPLICATIONS

FOR MEAL, FOOD,

&c.

Mallow Committee.
Correspondent is informed
that
the
Treasury Minute (inclosed) precludes the

Locality.

Donegal

Lettermacward

Com-

mittee.

Informed that

recommendation of
grants amounting to
more than one half

notifi-

cations of the want
of supplies should be
sent to Deputy-Commiss ary General at

of

sums

the

sub-

scribed.

Galway

Killeroran Committee.
donation of 45/. is

A

Sligo.

Kerry

Glanerough Com-

Longford

Forgney Committee.

recommended on the

mittee.

subscriptions

col-

amounting

lected,

to 91/., as

Similar answer

duly cer-

and the par-

tified,

ties are

informed ac-

cordingly.

-APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS, PAPERS,
County.

Kilcummin and Noha-

&c.

val Committee.

A donation of

Locality.

250/. is

recommended on the
local

Armagh
Cork

Forkhill Committee.
twenty-six districts of county:

to 511/. 17*., as
certified,

.

.

Down
Fermanagh
Ditto

Baltimore ditto.
Lettermacward ditto.
Loughbrickland ditto.

accordingly.

Leitrim

Carrigallen Committee,

A

Enniskillen.

Laurencetown

local

Limerick

,

to 120/., as duly certified,

For

the Committees
of county.

Chapel

Russel

Com-

Moynalty Committee.

A
ditto.

local

ditto.

Law

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

amounting

to 194/., as duly certified,

Hollymount Committee.
Newport ditto.

image

is

subscriptions

collected,

Poor

Guardians.

Printed

donation of 95/.

recommended on the

Newtowncunningham
Castlebar

and of which

the parties are informed.

Meath

mittee.

Rathkeale

.

Londonderry

is

subscriptions

collected, amounting

Com-

mittee.

Ditto

donation of 60/.

recommended on the

Lisbellan.

.

King’s County

duly

and

the
parties are informed

Kilmeedy and Castletown Committee.
Ditto

Donegal

subscriptions

collected, amounting

For

.

and the par-

ties are informed accordingly.

Digitisation Unit
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continued.

V.— PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.
County.

Subject, &c.

Locality.

'Cavan

Doonas

ditto

.

Carberry,\V est Division

Cork

obliged to provide tools, and advance wages for the labourers employed on the
Public Works.
Complain of delay in putting forward works.
Necessity of providing silver for the local pay

The Committee

Cavan Committee

.

\

,

clerk.

Necessity for immediate commencement of works.
The necessity of regular payments to labourers.

Kildorrery Committee

Myross

Ditto

....

Donegal

ditto

.

Lettermacward

.

.

ditto

.

Athloneand

Drum

Roscommon

ditto

Tipperary.

Elphin

Waterford

Carrickbeg

Ditto

Moycashel

ditto

Head of Ansxoers

Labour

ditto

lists

requested.

Ditto.

Peace of district in danger if more extensive employment be not immediately provided.
Only sixty men employed; these not paid their
wages regularly ; an objectionable pay clerk is
about being appointed.

.

.

Brawney Committee
Kilbeggan

....

Wexford

Committee obliged to advance wages in some
cases, and give credit for food in others.
Request an engineer officer may be sent to disForms of lists for
trict to lay out works, &c.
applicants for employment, &e.

ditto

1

.

Labour

lists, tickets,

&c., requested.

Ditto.

.

ditto

Ditto.

.

Immediate commencement of works.

Killegney.

:

Routh has not cognizance of the arrangements for carryI. That the Commissary-General Sir R. J.
in" on the Relief Works, and that the communications are accordingly forwarded to the Board of

^If^That

for labour lists

forms

issue these tickets

their

;

are to be supplied by local officers of Board of Works,
to that Board.

VI.—RETURN OF RELIEF COMMITTEES

.

.

Locality.

Barony of Upper and Lower
Dundalk.
Throughout the county.
Aghamnllen Committee, and

Louth

Throughout the county.

•

Ditto.

Cork

.

•

.

Dublin

.

.

.

are to

FORMED AT

County.

Locality.

County.

Cavan
Clare

who

communications are therefore forwarded

Meath

Twenty-six districts.
For Barony of Nethercross.

.

Monaghan

six other districts.

Fermanagh

For Barony of Lurg.
Enniskillen and Tyrkennedy

.

Ditto

Galway

Several districts.

.

Throughout the county, except the Barony of Iragh-

Kerry

Tipperary
Waterford

.

Ditto

.

.

.

.

Cloughjordan.
Baronies of Gaultier and
Middlethird.
Sub-districts for the

Barony

of Upperthird.

ticonnor.

Kilkenny

Freshford.

Leitrim

Barony of Leitrim.

.

Wexford

Monomolin.

VII.— MISCELLANEOUS.

.

.

Subject, Answer, &c.

Locality.

County.

Wexford

.

Fethard Committee

.

.

Can meal be purchased with

their

funds,

and

j

sold at 6d. per stone ?
Informed that they cannot apply the

relief fund

of district contrary to the regulations contained
in the Treasury Minute of 31st August last,
and the sanctioned instructions issued through
It is recommended
the Commissariat Office.
that the food provided by them should be placed
for sale with individuals of character, allowing
fixing
5/. per cent, commission, &c., and
all
a price sufficient to repay first cost, and
charges including the Commission, &c.

them

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit
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VII.
County.

Galway

.

Clare

•

.

— MISCELLANEOUS.
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continued.

continued.

Locality.

.

.

.

.

Clifden

Subject, Answer, &c.

....

Secretary of Clifden Committee will not act as
such unless he is remunerated, &c.
Informed that there is not any fund for payment
of the expenses of Relief Committees, except the
subscriptions and donations in aid placed at
their disposal.

Modification of the original Instructions are enclosed, by which it will be observed, that although the Committee may lose
his services as Secretary, they may have still
the advantage of his co-operation as a
•

Clonlea and

member.

Forward the required return of the land which can
be planted with bere, barley, &c. &c. Request
a large supply of each, and suggesting the best

Killuran

Committee.

means of bringing them into use.
Thanks of the Commissary-General,

Roscommon

.

.

,

Roscommon Committee

Sir R. J.
Routh, are conveyed for his suggestions.
Similar Return as above, and ask price, terms of

Ballintobber North

Ask

payment, &c.
Informed that not a moment

will be lost in distributing the seed rye, &c., after its arrival in
Dublin, until which time the price cannot be

stated.

Ditto

cost price of rye, &c.
Informed that it is notyet known, as the’supply'and
invoices have not arrived.
Correspondent suggests the 'issue of plain directions on the culture, &c. of rye, &c.
&c.
Papers are forwarded containing information on
the cultivation of rye, collected and published
for the guidance of Irish farmers, by one of
the
Poor Law Commissioners.
Inquire whether meal at Is. 10 d. per stone in
Limerick, the nearest market of district, is at a

ditto

....

Clare

Cratloe

Cork

Doonas Committee

.

reasonable price.

Informed that the terms “ reasonable prices,”
used in Treasury Minute of 31st August, refer
to retail prices, which bear a due relation
to the
rates of the wholesale markets.
Ditto

Kildorrery District,
Mitchelstown.

Vouchers are forwarded for the
this district.

son
|

[50?.

for relief in

A balance of 21.

who disbursed

6s. l^d. the perthat grant claims for his

services.

A letter is written

to the Board of Works, requesting them to decide on the claim of their Pay
Clerk at Mitchelstown to be allowed to retain

this balance.

Ditto

Urge the necessity of providing more than one in

Carberry, Western Di-

a family with employment.
Informed that Instructions to Committees do not

vision.

Galway

....

Inniscaltra

Leitrim

....

Drumkeerin Committee

.

.

limit employment to one member of a family, '&c.
Answers to “ Queries ” furnished from this dis-

.

trict

are a misrepresentation.

An inspecting
°
be sent to this locality.
been purchased, though
as a loan by the Com nuton a loan or grant in aid from Go-

officer is requested to
j

£600 worth of food has
£300 only subscribed
tee, [relying

vernment.

Informed that there is not any fund placed at the
disposal of His Excellency for assisting operations of Relief Committees, except that to be
appropriated in donations on local subscriptions
Ditto

Drumsna Jamestown

Ditto

Manor Hamilton Com-

made as gifts.
The propriety of

putting the Jamestown mills in

operation.

how 'they are to obtain the £’150 reas His Excellency’s donation in aid
of their local subscriptions of £300 ?

Inquire

commended

mittee.

Informed that application may be made to Deputy Commissary-General at Sligo, for this
Limerick

....

donation.

Rathkeale

.

Is Kilsconnell Relief District separate from
Rathkeale ?
Informed that Vice-Lieutenant of the County Limerick has reconstituted the Relief Committees
of the past season, for the same Relief Districts
as were then formed.

2

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit
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VII
County.

Sligo

.

.

MISCELLANEOUS.

continued.
continued.

Subject, Answer, &c.

Locality.

*

Island of Innismurray

of Works fonyard an extract from
of Rev. Mr. JefFcott, of Lissadill, praying
Government measures of relief for the island.

The Board
letter
for

Kerry

.

.

,

,

,

Teraplemoe

.....

Ballyclotigh

Request

Commit-

rough now in connection with the Relief Committee of Kenmare.
They have not ceased operations ; are they pro-

.

.

Banagher

.

.

afforded

Cork

Butte vant\

.

attached to Glene-

perly constituted ? If baronial boundaries are
be observed great confusion will arise.
Correspondent will import food, if protection

tee.

King's County

may be

Commit-

tee.

Cork

their district

.

.

by

to

is

police, &c.

Communication made to the Constabulary Department, and referred to county. inspector for report.
Board of Works forward a letter praying for a
grant of money to carry on the manufacture of
Indian corn.

Ditto

By whom

Kildorrery

are the accounts of the Committee to

be kept ?

Kilkenny

.

Galway

....

Mayo
Roscommon

Donegal

Moncoin Committee

.

Loughrea Committee
Tagheen ditto

.

.

.

....

Ballintober ditto

Correspondent informed that as they are required
to be kept in the same book with the Minutes,
they must necessarily remain in charge of the
secretary; but recommended as treasurer to
keep a check memorandum-book of the receipts
and payments.
Accounts showing balance of 3l. Is., and desiring
an investigation into these accounts.
Acknowledged, informing that the investigation
desired will be made shortly.
Ask the price of rye, bere, &c. &c.
Ditto.
Ditto.

.

Informed that at present the cost price of the seed
proposed to be supplied by Government cannot be specified until the receipt of the invoice
on arrival of the seed.

Lettermacward

Com-

Complain that treasurer appropriated their funds
without their approval, &c.

mittee.

Informed that the appointment of treasurer rests
with the Committee, but they are recommended
to place their supplies of food for sale with individuals of character, allowing Is. in the pound

Galway

....

Galway Committee

.

commission, fixing a price sufficient to cover
the first cost and all charges.
State that the balance of die late Relief Fund
(635/. 16s.), including a sum of 500/., which
has been placed at their disposal by the Board of
Town Commissioners, upon which they solicit
a grant.
Inquiry is made if the 500/. alluded to has been
contributed out of a surplus fund remaining to
the credit of the Commissioners, after defraying
the expenses legally chargeable on their receipts

;

and,

if so, a certificate

of their treasurer

to that effect is requested.

Westmeath

.

Mullingar Committee

It is proposed to allow the three Catholic curates

A

Cavan

....

Virginia

....

of the parishes to act on their Committee.
letter is written to the Vice-lieutenant of the
county stating, that as the parishes referred to
are in chprge of the curates alluded to, they are
necessarily to be considered as the officiating
clergymen, &c.

Are

all

clergymen excluded from Committees

except principals

?

Supplement

to the Instructions ,'issued on the 8th
instant, is forwarded for Correspondent’s infor-

mation, by- which it will be observed that the
5th section has been modified.

Commissariat Relief

Dublin

Printed

image

digitised

Office,

Castle, October 24, 1846.

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit
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Routh

to Mr. Trevelyan.
The Castle, Dublin, October
24, 1846
I SEND you as a convenient memorandum, our
state of expectations of
naming the months in which Mr. Erichs®
calculates on fteirTi rival
’
I keep it constantly before me, and I think
you may also like to have it
It is
our early aruvals that I feel most apprehension,
as they are the most
important, and the severe weather we have
had is alarming;
It will not he an useless document,
as it can be compared with
yours
in
case
2186
y
I am
error on any part of the subject.
The fall of price which you observed at Longford
is not general, but only
B
7
local where the farmers have been bringing
in their supplies.
I am labouring hard to recommend the
adoption of loan funds, and in that
POOT connty Donegal, I have just received advice
of a loan fund exceeding
^
10D01., and a subscription of 4701. from

supplies

m

m

m ant,

is

’

the same locality
ma?y who will lend, who do not feel disposal to give,
and all
the employment of the money.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

we

Routh.
October 27, 1846.

HAVI

„„

1
°f

.

ba “ dl d

aV

I

Mr. Erichsen your memorandum of our
and have rc d“sted him to compare it with

to

:

S “1>plles'

iX-mariom
d|?"' ed b

™

state

his

of

own

t0

the grain ships as they arrive, in the
proportion
„ f two
t !j
t
of
to
Sligo and one to Galway
the Malta meal all to Limerick aid
;
our
London and Portsmouth, and Plymouth supplies of
meal to be sent in the
fust and largest quantities to Dublin, for
the supply of the Shannon depots
P ’
and a certain quantity direct from England to
Westport.
I he “ Belvidera” frigate has been ordered
round into the river, and we shall
d J
lidle °f neX* Week a11 the meal we
have ready, and
send her °off
Lnd°Lr
off, depending upon a
contract I

^“

^

formed two months ago with a
Danish house for her further supply- and
after she has gone, the Admiralty
th e -'1° lmvate mills 011 or " ea r the
'Thames, will grind
T
the 24 hours for the Irish
service
the other frigate, the “ sEolus” will
be
C
P ° rtSm ° Uth and Plym ™«>
which,

“
all

;

woA. for

lou must
Ur

tell

yo°n.

us before the 15th proximo, where you wish
the deliveries
<=™tract, from six to eight thousand
quarters, to

Amerlcaa

1

be sent°

Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan.
The Castle, Dublin October 24, 1846.
I!A E th e honou1 t0 lay before
y° u with reference to your communiI „ ,
No. 339,
dated 19th instant, copy of a letter from
Commissary-General
Wewetson, reporting on the system of accountability
as relates to the C!
,

'

f

.

cation

,

Mada-

I am sorry to perceive that the “
Swallow,” steam-tender to the £t Madalias been driven on shore at the
mouth of the Askeaton river, in the
Shannon, during the late storm.
ou
observe that Mr. Thomas Nash has accepted the
,.\
appointment
^ a hirciveen depot, and Mr. Robyns will proceed on
bLnds'ttXi
if®
to ake cba
.‘
>p °f a small depot at Burton Port, opposite Rutland
island, on the coast of Donegal.

gascar,

Enclosure.
Commissary-General

Hewetson

to Sir

R. Routh.

Commissariat, Limerick, October 22, 1846.

HAVE
e " ng

1

the

honour

acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 274, of yesterday’*
3
° f T re U,'y letter> No 339 approving of Cuptaiu
Mann’s being appointed
o theT ge ° f he rdle
i
p
duti
depM at Kiliih. 5 would observe, with relrffo
Lo*±“J
UCU ° B ^arrangements wllWl have been made for the "Madagascar,”
b ,a
“ 1 le cust0<, l’- mK> “7
of a clerk in charge, (Sting as
paymaster
Parfierj 011 Admiralty appointment, to the ship,) who has been directed by the
Adminl , without
wfnf
any remuneration beyond the naval pay of that
rank, to take upon himself

fT

to

f «

,

*

—

-

S

>

w

2
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and issue of supplies by him is exclusively under my direction, and he
he will have no cash transactions whatever, and his
I he name ot the
direct, or through Captain Mann.
clerk in charge is Mr. Alfred Whitehouse ; he appears an intelligent, active young man, and, as far
The duties of the commanding-officer of the “ Madaas I can now judge, a good accountant.
gascar” are confined to the charge and discipline of his vessel, (I enclose a copy ot the

The

this duty.
is

receipt

store-accountant to

me accordingly
my requisition,
;

issues will be confined to

him from the Admiral,) at the same time affording me all the assistance at his
At a later period I shall report upon the working of these arrangements, as well
upon the efficiency of the transport to be placed in the Shannon.
Mr. Thomas Nash, the store-keeper for the Cahirciveen depot, is here receiving his instrucand leaves on Saturday for that place. I propose taking advantage of the present
favourable change in the weather, to order the supplies round from Haulbowline. There are
I propose putting them into the “ Madagascar,”
23,465 empty meal-sacks at Haulbowline.
Lieutenant Wentworth’s services, if you have no further use for them, may
as a reserve stock.

instructions to
disposal.

as

tions,

directions thereon.

your
p.S.
I regret to acquaint you that, during the tempestuous weather of yesterday, the
“ Swallow,” steam-tender to the “ Madagascar,” was driven on shore at the mouth of the
Askeaton river, in the Shannon, and reported bilged; she was loaded with Indian meal
(40 sacks) for the Ivillarney Relief Committee, on her way to Tralee, in company with the
“ Pluto,” when this accident happened, but the weather was unusually severe. The meal
has been landed at Ballysteen, and, I learn, has sustained little or no damage.

be discontinued on the 3 1st

instant.

I await

Treasury Minute on the

above.

October 27, 1846.

Write

to Sir R.

Routh, that

my

Lords approve of this arrangement.

Mr. Erichsen

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Monday Morning

,

October 26, 1846.

I closed late on Saturday the American contract, but only for 6000
quarters Indian corn, with a reservation on the part of the seller to increase it to
I could not
quarters by giving notice to that effect on the 18th November.

8000
do

better.

The American advices this morning continue conflicting as to quantities of
great scarcity of vessels
Indian corn likely to come forward before January.
added much to the difficulty of early supply. After January we shall certainly
have a large supply.
I shall wait upon you to-morrow morning early with all the information I can

A

collect.

We go on very slowly with rye. I beg to enclose a copy of letter from
Newcastle received this morning. I hope that something has been done abroad,
which I shall know by the end of the week.
We have ready here 160 quarters of new rye, and I expect about 40 quarters
from Norfolk and Essex in a few days. At the rate of two bushels per acre for
seed, this quantity would suffice for 800 acres.
I still believe that Indian corn has attained its highest point as to price, and that
we shall be able to buy cheaper in December.
Enclosure.
Messrs.

to

Messrs. Erichsen.
Newcastle-on- Tyne, October 24, 1846.

came duly to hand, and we thank you for the order for
This market is perfectly bare of this article. In fact, rye is
very little grown here. The whole supply at this morning’s market of new was half a quarter.
If you will leave us the order in hand for a week or two we might procure you 50 to 60
quarters, which would be the utmost we could find in Hexham or Carlisle, to which places we

Four

300

to

400

favour of yesterday

quarters

new

rye.

write to night.

Our market was a

little

better than on

Tuesday

Mr. Trevelyan

last,

but

to Sir R.

little

doing.

Routh.
October 26, 1846.

Events succeed each other so rapidly, and it is of such vital importance
the la es
that you and Colonel Jones should act in the closest concert, and with
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make

to

very desirable that

it

each should at once communicate to the other copies of any letters or other
documents received or sent containing particulars which it is desirable that the
other should know; and as a practical mode of giving effect to this,
I would
suggest that when any such document is before you, you should mark it
to be
copied for Colonel Jones, and that you should then put it under a
cover to
him without the formality of a. separate letter, unless one should be required, and
that you should also follow this course in sending copies of the same, or
other

documents, to the Treasury.
I have written to Colonel Jones precisely to the same

Mr.

Ward

to

effect.

Mr. Parker.
Admiralty, October 26, 1846.

am

I
commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to
send you herewith, for the information of the Lords Commissioners
of Her
Majesty’s Treasury, copies of two communications received from
Rear Admiral
Sir Hugh Pigot, the one relating to the disturbed state of Ireland,
in the neighbourhood of the river Fergus, the other, relative to a vessel of
war being
sent for the protection of the towns of Berehaven and Bantry.

Enclosure.

Mr.

Lowe

X“

the last

week of our stay

nwo°rLt!w

H. Pigot.

S. V. “ Pluto," Limerick, October 20, 1846.

in the Fergus, in different parts of the
county
l
f

“

“ aVe

g

'”"

to Sir

M.

II.

During

”

Chre

he boisterous state of the weather
imlatiS?' means X, have in my power of obtaining during that period, and from the
unsatisfactory
information, l am unable to sneak
with certainty, but I believe that they separated
^
quietly.
h Fergus on Sunday morning, I hailed a vessel
from Limerick laden with
i for
; Clare Castle, and told her could
I
not give her a guard, upon which she
1

°f

f

,

!

meal o j gt£„
P.s.

Sort

^

"° TeSSe ‘

^

"P the

ri

™

lato '

**

have sent a copy of this to Dublin Castle.

I

e

X SirII P^--The“

Pluto” with “ Swallow” I have temporarily
to
* despatched
P
for the Poor Relief Committee.

T,S°J
{
r
1
a^e with purchased
meal from
Limerick

Mr. Redington

„
am

die

^V

H. Pigot.

3™

e,U !sts

!at
will direct one of the steamers at yon?
.‘!
command to repair
neces5ltles of th« P"l>lt= service will admit
of its being done without
'

''

fliithf

inrott-

raniencef

Sir

hav e

*

„„„

to Sir

Dublin Castle, October 21, 1846.
* H
t le b° nou r to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 18th instant
,.
!
and T
by the Lord Lieutenant, to state that urgent* representations
having ^been ma"e to
Government, of the necessity for protection to the towns
of Bantry and Berehaven his

j
directed

.

H. Pigot

to

Mr. Redington.

“Myrmidon," Cork, October 23, 1846.
the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 21st instant and
t 0
»f

£

f° r

f r,

lti s° Excellency the Lord
LieutenaS?
a sStlvlS
?
0 W“ l
Bantr Bay.
the protection of the towns of Bantry and
y
a
adjacent;
and, as I believe that Bantry and Berehaven are
some
any military station, the steam-vessel shall have
officers' party of royal marines
on ?>o 3
m add 10 " t0 h 01 61 fr ° m ,lle delachraent now atanSpike
Island unde/my orders
should In*
hi Excellency
F
i‘ ?
I’
think
such
a course desirable. I had intended to have placed
a shin a?
B
1 e
/‘"P.081 10 " of th« force under my command, but the late heavy weather having
PrevmtiS !
of several of the steam-vessels, my arrangements
were therefore no?
completed.*

shTblr

,

Bemhara anrthe’
li
the .y/Uages

dikhl

om
°/
r
r

.

'

l‘l

'

!
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Treasury Minute on the

above.

October 27, 1846.

Write

to the Secretary of the Admiralty,

and request that he will convey to the
Lords Commissioners their Lordships’ thanks for this communication, and that he
will state to them the opinion of this Board, that under the present circumstances
of the Western parts of Ireland, the naval force of this country could not be employed with greater advantage to the public than in conveying or protecting the
conveyance of supplies of grain in that quarter, and in preserving order in places

on or near the

coast.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The
I

hardly know

Castle,

Dublin October 26, 1846.
,

have time to do more than acknowledge your

if I shall

the Lord-Lieutenant has kept me all the morning at the Park, to be
present at the presentation of the gold medal to Mr.
Brien, a ceremony which
His Excellency performed with much effect. The opportunity of a Memorial from
the Cabinet-makers and Trade Operatives of Dublin, who waited on His Excellency,
was happily chosen for the occasion, the honour being conferred on Mr. O’Brien
in the presence of his own countrymen ; and the manner of doing it was remarkably
good.
letters, as

O

I thank you very much for copy of the letter to the Duke of Leinster, which is
admirable, and, I am not a little pleased to say, exactly as I view the subject.
I think it is evident the market is easier for grain ; and I am delighted with your
purchases of the Egyptian wheat, and the ten thousand quarters of United States

white Indian corn.
I do not know what this Egyptian wheat is, but that shipped from Alexandria
usually very gritty, from the sand of the Nile ; and when we imported it at
we were always obliged to wash it and dry it on the terraces, previously to
It may be worth an inquiry.
Whilst writing, I received a letter from a Mr. Davis, dated Clonmore, Enniscorthy, making an offer of a large quantity of wheat and rye, which I send you.
I
know nothing of the writer, nor ever heard of him and judging from the address,
I should not expect anything from such a source.
I presume it is some one who
wants to be employed as an agent. The demand for rye is likely to be very large,
if it could be supplied ; but I do not see any satisfactory proof that their land is
prepared for it. There are likely to be some demands for barley for seed.
I have
been very much gratified by a very kind letter from the Chancellor of the
Exchequer.
is

Malta,

grinding.

;

Enclosure.

Memorandum

Commissary- General Sir

for

It.

Routh.

Longford Market Prices, October 24, 1846.

£
Wheat, per

barrel,

20

stone, from

per do.,
14 do.
Oatmeal, per hundred, by wholesale
Do. per stone, by retail, in the market

Oats,

Do.

.

„
„

„

at

Do.
,,
Do.
„
„
Wheat-meal, per stone,

at

Do.

at

do.

Indian meal, per stone

Wheat-meal, per

at

at

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Mr. M'Cann’s
Mr. Butler’s
Mr. Delany’s
do.

.

Mr. M'Cann’s
.

stone, in the

.

market

Mr. Trevelyan

1

s.

14

0 17
1
0
0

.0
.0
.0
0
.0
.

2
2
2

2
2
2

.

.

0

2

.

.

0

2

to Sir

0
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0
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Treasury
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s.

18

0 „ 0 19
1
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—

8

2

—

2

2
2

4
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R. Routh.
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£

d.

,

October 28, 1846.
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food re-stated under a common
denomination at the foot ami
a
had batter be tons; but, in order that
there “ay bfra mWake T
ef
statement marked in a manner to show
cxactl/what I mean and afterr the
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^ w

I“sh TUV ff ^ \

theiefoie,

my

*

™e“a“’it“

•

1

“™°-

employing two experienced stonemasons
to make another according
and when it is completed, I will

instructions,

send

it

to

Z

to

a“'dTyou fnd

£^ri»sswttssrti!
fo“;„

h,1

*7* “

coiintidesffo/lr^h

^22 «M^

s„S

fc

Mr. N. CraiiuiKs
T

to

JaSr

for a

Mr. Thevelyan.
Gdrk October 26, 1846.
>

.

1

remarkably new fea\ure°iifthe
'condition of this

r

Sf

P
In so mi

C0

eSr

chants here the
the

The

1
S l 11,16

.

0

f

,™ n

™ T'

1

“

is

«
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ris

™ 0ur market

anipZfJ^
III

pa™ of^the counhwhas

“loured
cI,lss '

-r

" ow quite bare

Their

to force
cl

™f

Ul

sat

upon the corn mer-

objection seem? to be
apprehension of^
n‘
‘ c tr ansmission
and safe keeping of their stocks
efforts °
•?
of
P Reb/f
e le f r
Committees
to meet this difficulty have
as fet proved qtfte
'

^

insufficient.

1

a

tSnos e
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Routh

Sir R.

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin October 26, 1846.
the Right
I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the weekly
return of the Commissariat Depots in Ireland, and also a statement ol the
amount of donations, and of the sums subscribed up to the 24th instant.
,

Enclosure.

Weekly State

on the evening of
of Provisions, See., in the several Depots in Ireland,
Saturday the 24th of October, 1840.
Indian Corn Meal.

Oatmeal.
of 8 Bushels each.

In Store.

In Port.

Limerick

With

Sacks

280

Millers.

.

.

Kilrush

“ Madagascar”
Haulbowline
Skibbereen
Dingle

Galway
Clifden
Sligo
Ballina

at

Tarbert

....
....

770

.....
....

240

Westport

Strokestown.

.

384

’

10

9

157

24

145
119
120

*196

1,015

.

*

16

.

Dublin

393

*876

17,998

1,509

1

Total

lbs.

1,654
1,340
670
40

500

....
....

Castlerea

Drumsna

112

lbs.

20

”36
802$

Longford

Roscommon.

280

lbs.

7,122
776
542
1,388
500
964
1,484
3,120

•

Bags

Sacks.

C

280

lbs.

....

.

Banagher

Biscuit

In Store.

In Port.

DEPOTS.

.

802i

1,010

.

J

5,113

Recapitulation of Balance on October 24, 1846.
Tons.

l,812j quarters of Indian corn are equal to .
17 998 sacks of Indian corn meal are equal to
1,509 sacks of oatmeal are equal to
5,113 bags of biscuit are equal to

.

....

Total

The Castle, Dublin, October 26,

List of Donations

issued

846.

Name

.

Ii.

of Committee.

digitised

£.
501
14

by the University of Southampton Library

d.

0
0

0

.

150
45
14

0
0

0

0
0
0

250
95

0

0
0

1,219

0

0

0

£.
1,035

a.

i

d.

0

1

0

0
0

0

•
.

to Relief

Subscription,

S.

300
300

0

0

91 0
29 5
517 17
194 0

0
0

3

4

2,496

0

R. J- Routh, Commissariat-General.

The Castle, Dublin, October 26, 1846.

image

3,103£$

Routh, Commissary- General.

Donation.

district,

Total

Printed

J.

*

Brought forward
county of Sligo
.
.
.
.
Inver district, county of Donegal .
.
.
Manorhamilton district, county of Leitrim.
Kilnoran district, county of Galway
Eglish district, King’s county
Kilcummin and Nohaval districts, county of Kerry
Moywalty district, county of Meath

Dromard

.

.

.

362$
2,299^
186$
255$$

by Command of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant
Committees in aid of Subscriptions.

Date.

October 23

1

number of tons

.

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

201

Commissary-General Hewetson to Mr. Tbevelyan.
Limerick, October 28, 1846.

The subjoined is taken from a mercantile letter to a firm here
from
1 rieste ; a large portion of the shipments ought
now to be arriving. Messrs
Russell, and other houses in Limerick, are anxiously
looking for arrivals of expected consignments, as their stocks of Indian meal are
getting
.

low

I have nothing new; the same outcry, calling upon
the Government to supply
the people, going on, and the same unwillingness, in
many places, on the part of

those who make the most noise, to do anything
practically themselves.
Next
month and December will be very trying; prices here this day,
161. per ton
i

Indian meal;

181.

whole wheatcn meal

201.

oatmeal. Barley does not come freely
;
to market; it is also purchased by the distillers,
and a good deal held back by
the small farmers for home use.
The high prices, also the difficulty in many
places to obtain supplies, are very distressing.
This surely cannot last much
longer, looking to the extensive orders which
have gone forth for foreign

Enclosure.

Exports

July

„

Aug.

»
„
Sept.

of Indian

Corn from Trieste

For Falmouth
Falmouth or Cork
Falmouth
Falmouth or Cork

7

.

12

17

Ditto

3

.

Cork or Milford
Cork or Falmouth
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto;

j

|

j

.
;

.

Ditto .
Ditto
.
Liverpool

23
23

Ditto
|

I

.

I

!

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

.

.
.

.

.

Cork or Falmouth
Ditto

Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

.

.

Cork or Falmouth
Ditto
Ditto

.

.

.

.

English Schooner “ Flat ”
Austrian Brig “Mosa” .

.

Liverpool

“ Abd El
Rader

English Brig “Viola”
Austrian Brig “ Sklad ”

’

Austrian Brig “ Carolina” .
English Brig “ Earl Stanhope
“ Jane Geary ’’
Ditto

.

.

Liverpool

Qrs.

1,000
1,400
1,800
2,000
1.300
990
1,260
1,400
1,200
2,440
2.300
1,000
930
1,800
1.300
1,300
1,600
2,200
1,400
2,200
1,390
1,200
1,140
1,360
970
1,360
960
1,500
2,000

“ Marietta ”
Ditto
.
“ Count
Ditto
Stadim ”
“ Motildo ”
Ditto
Austrian Bark “ Cyaritzo Militza

Cork or Falmouth

16

16
18
18
19
19
19
21
23

England.

“ Mary Stuart
Ditto
Austrian Brig “ Riola Oscar’'
English Schooner “ Osprey ”
English Brig “ Thomas Battersby
Austrian Brig “Bosider”
.

.

.

!

10
12
15

to

English Schooner “ Paroquet ”
Austrian Brig “ Aureo ”
Austrian Bark “ Cato ” .
“ Samuel ”
Ditto
Austrian Brig “ Buona Guilano
English Schooner “ Swift ” .

.

28
6

|

Ditto

.

.

“ St. Andra Apostle
“ Faro
“Gratia”.

”...

“Demetrio”

Austrian Bark “ Cero ”

.

“

Felicita

.

”

42,700

The whole quantity of Indian Corn shipped from

1st

January

to

30th September,

is

87,300 quarters.
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.

U

of the Communications referred by T. N. Redington, Esq. , _ nder-Secrel ary for
Ireland to Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh, from 22nd to 24th October,
1846 (bolh days inclusive), also the Answers given to each Class of Application.

Return

I.— APPLICATIONS
No.

D 6927

Answer.

Locality.

County.

Donegal

FOR DEPOTS.

Creeslough

.

Doe
at

Informed that

.

Castle is offered
any rent as a

Fermanagh

Enniskil-

Blacklyon,

.

len.

The people
on

the intention

are living

&c.

nettles,

Informed

Barony

of Knocktopher.
Resolution of Magis-

Kilkenny

proposal shall receive due
it is not at present
establish a depot in this

corn.

Copies of Treasury Minute of 31st August
last are forwarded for distribution among the
magistrates assembled, as showing the intentions of

trates.

Commissariat ma-

that, as yet, the

gazines have not obtained supplies sufficient
to meet the demands of even the depots
hitherto existing; the arrangements have
only commenced on the 1st ultimo.
Also,
that the requisite importations are not expected for some time longer; and papers
are therefore forwarded containing suggestions of means by which Relief Committees
and employers may provide cheap food from

home

D 6'754

to

locality.

depdt.

D6S57

this

consideration, but that

Government

in reference to the

establishment of Commissariat depQts, &c.
Papers, containing suggestions on means of
providing cheap food from home corn, &c.,
are likewise forwarded, &c.

Q 18506

Roscommon

Suggests dep6ts at the
four Police barracks
in the neighbourhood, where public
works are in progress

on the Shannon, &c.

D

6152

Roscommon

Boyle.

Barony of

Frenchpark.
1

that during the late dry season, a
dep6t was opened at Drumsna to supply the
persons employed on the Shannon works in
that quarter, but has been since closed, as

Informed

Boyle

To reduce the

exorbitant

prices of provisions.

the contractors represented that it was not
necessary.
Also that, at present, Indian
meal could not be sold in any depot at
a price as low as the cost of wheat meal, or
barley meal provided in the way suggested
in the papers inclosed.
Informed that even in the remote districts of
the country, for which depots are intended,
it is not yet possible to establish them in
the number that may be hereafter necessary, the supplies for meeting the demands
not having been imported
sent, the population
sist

;

must

and, as at prenecessarily sub-

on the produce of the

home

harvest,

attention is requested to papers containing

D 6863

Tipperary

.

Fethard ,
.
The Committee request

.

that a depot

be

estab-

suggestions on the means of providing cheap
food from home corn.
Informed that it is not intended to establish a
Commissariat dep6t for the sale of food,
except in remote western districts, where
the ordinary operations of trade are not yet

lished.

of sufficient extent to provide for the wants
of the population ; neither is it proposed at
any place, to sell food under the current

market

price,

which would draw away

business from traders on

whom

all

the popula

must mainly rely for assistance ; that
the present high prices naturally arise from
the insufficiency of the supplies brought
tion

•

into the markets

by the farmers and other

holders of corn

but when the foreign sup-

;

Clare

Newmarket-on-Fergus
Committee.
Pray for the adoption of
means to reduce the
price of food.

Printed

image

digitised
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is

and

be lower;
requested to inclosed papers con-

plies arrive prices will

tention

D 6*781

at-

taining suggestions for providing cheap
food from home corn.
Informed that until the foreign supplies arrive, the price of corn can only be lowered
by having the home produce brought more
Papers conextensively into the markets.
taining suggestions for providing cheap
food from home corn, are forwarded for the
attention of the Committee.
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Return of Communications, &c.

No.

Couuty.

D 6851

Tipperary

Locality.

Answer.

....

Ardcrony
Committee ask for supplies from Limerick

.

Banaghar depot

or

Informed that wherever Indian meal can be
issued from the Commissariat depots, it
must be charged with the current trade
price, which is now so high, owing to the
small quantity of Indian meal as yet imported, that wheat and other home produce will be found to supply cheaper food.
Papers are forwarded containing suggestions of means by which Relief Committees
and employers may now provide cheap

at

a reasonable price.

Roscommon

Roscommon.

Instructions are forwarded, and correspondent
is informed that it rests with the Lieutenant

Correspondent directs
attention to the reconstituting of Committees.
Are mercantile

D 6867

continued.

FOR DEPOTS -continued.

I.— APPLICATIONS

Tipperary

men

of the county or Vice-Lieutenant to add to
the ex-officio members of the new Com-

|

Modreny.
Committee request that

mittee as he

Returned

to
the Under-Secretary, with a
request to have the communication referred
to the Vice-Lieutenant of the county, with

'

may be taken
form a Committee

steps
to

many members of the late Commay deem desirable.

mittee, so

exclud-

whom

arrangements for the formation of
Committees rest.

for this Parish.

Commissariat Relief Office Dublin Castle.
,

October 28, 1846.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from 22nd

I— APPLICATIONS FOR
’

to

DEPOTS.

County.

Donegal

II.— APPLICATIONS

FOR MEAL, FOOD,

County.

Barony of Raphoe
j

(Memorial).

6552
6595

24th October, 1846 (both days inclusive)/

Localitv.

I

6544
6583

Frenchpark.
Tipperary.

Down

Newry.
Fermanagh
Garrison district.
The Under-Secretary forwards Report of a local constable, to the effect
that the people are about to take
cattle, &c.,

by

and
eat them, if there is not something
done to give them cheap provisions,
and therefore recommending a dep6t to be formed at Garrison.
Read and deposit, an answer having
been sent on a similar application
from Garrison.

Mayo

.

•

•

|

force

;

Committee
plies

ask supfrom Limerick

depot.

Similar answers as to applications for depots.

to kill

III.—APPLICATIONS

Kilkelly Committee.

FOR GRANTS ON

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
County.

Locality.

King’s County

Eglish Commitee.

On
Heads of Answer.

&c.

Locality.

Roscommon
Tipperary.

—

now

as a Relief

A donation

of 141.

is

recommended in aid
of subscriptions to
the amount of 291. 5s.

at such prices as

may enable traders selling at the
rates, to realize their reasonable
profits,
otherwise the trade supplies would be withdrawn,
and the population would have no other
resource
than the depots, which are intended
only as auxiliaries to the ordinary
means of providing for the
public wants, and not as the main
sources from
which they are to be supplied.

subscriptions

on hand
Fund ?

That wherever depots
be found to be indispensable in the western
districts, and shall be established when
the Commissariat magazines obtain the supplies now collecting for them, the food sent there
must be sold
shall

Donoughmore.

same

Committee forward account
ture,

of

expendi-

and ask

for

a

grant.

Mayo

.

,

.

Ballaghaderin.

Informed that a

list of
subscriptions is necessary to be for-

warded

in the manner pointed out by
the Instructions (en-

closed).

2
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Return of Correspondence, &c.
III

SUBSCRIPTIONS.
No.

6566

.

.

continued.

continued.

County.

Cork

Com-

Castlelyon’s

Locality.

County.

No.

Locality.

.

continued.

VI.— APPLICATION FOR HOOKS PAPERS, &c.—

—APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS ON

6533

Donegal

6527
6573
6604
6539
660S
6609

Galway

Aughmullen and Gartan

.

Committee.

mittee.

6594
6567

”

6587

Donegal

Kilcredan Committee.

Mallow.
See Answer annexed.
Drurnholm and Ross-

.

A

noulogh Committee.
donation of 235/. is
on
recommended

fied list of subscri-

.

.
.

Roscommon

.

Sligo

.

.

Westmeath
Wexford

.

6517
6574
6603
6588

Wicklow

Mulrankan
Monomolin

ditto.
ditto.

Tinahely.

.

j

be forwarded where Committees
are constituted in accordance with the Instruc-

Locality.

County.

to

tions.

Ballyconuell Committee-!
Resolution, That subcommittees for the

Cavan

Drumcliff Committee.
Barony of Tullie, East

Kilbeggan Committee.

.

Books, &c.
No.

Kilsconnell ditto.
For Committees of the
county.
Taughtcarra.

FORMATION OF COM-

MITTEES AT

6530

.

Tyrone

ditto.

Tarbert Town ditto.
Johnstown.
Ballyroan Committee.

Omagh.

bers to the Local
Relief Fund, and
the parties are informed.

IV.—PRAY FOR TIIE

Kerry
Kilkenny
King’s County
Limerick .
Londonderry

6541
6537
6543

470/. 7s., the amount
returned on a certi-

Galway Town

VII.—PRICKS,

i

OF RYE, BARLEY, BERE,

&c.

&c.

j

Drum-

of

parishes

No.

Locality, &c.

County.

!

j

and Templefort
be formed to act under

reilly

6552
6519

them.

Recommended

6516

Cork

.

,

6589

Kerry

.

.

forwarded to
the
Lieutenant of
county for his sanction.
Kilmeen. Referred to
Lieutenant of countv.
Listowel and Finage.
Correspondent prays
that these two parishes
may be formed into
one Relief District.

V.— COMMITTEES HAVE BEEN FORMED AT
No.

County.

Armagh

.

Armagh.

Clare

.

Ennis Committee. Price,

.

&c.

be
the Vice
to

6525

Galway

Price, &c. ?

?

Balliuasloe Committee.

.

Rye, &c.

is

on sale

at

per stone; if
lower, greater

Is. 8d.

1

sold
|

would be

quantities
j

planted.

Athleague Committee.
Send returns of quantities of rye, &c. re-

6525
]

i

quired. Ask its price ?
Killarney
Committe.
Price, &c. ?
Castleisland. Price,&c.?

|

6529

Kerry

6558
6559

Leitrim

[

Locality.

Manorhamiltou Committee.

6564

Armagh

.

6563

Donegal

.

Tandragee and Poyntz-

Request 25/. worth of

j

pass.

seed rye.

Parishes ot Leek and
Cornwall.
Parishes of Aughamullen and Gartan.
Several districts
of

6577

Galway

6608

Limerick

6609
6610

Londonderry

.

Throughout the county.

Meath

.

Duleek, Wilkinstown,

.

”

6560

Ballinamore Committee.
should the rye,
&c. be paid for.
ShanagoldenCommittee.
70 barrels ofbere and

When

6521

Limerick

6520

Roscommon

.

,

county.

Sub-Committees

.

30 barrels of rye required. Ask its price ?

for
j

Rathkeale.
.

6576

Monaghan

6613
6534
6612
6611

Roscommon
Westmeath

Wicklow

.

Drumsnat, &c.
Throughout the county,
Baronv of Fartullagh.
Kilkenny West.
Throughout the county.

Clonfinlough

Com-

mittee.
to have
the rye, &c. supplied.

Clones, Newbliss, and
.

.

Are anxious

and Boycetown.

6554
6556

Waterford

Ballvmarrv Committee.
Lismore Committee.

Ask

j

will

rye, &c.
supplied at

if seed,

be

cost price ?
1

Heads of Answer
1st. Papers on

:

VI.— APPLICATIONS
No.
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image

digitised

FOR BOOKS, PAPERS,

County.

Carlow

6606
6536
6538
6542
6547
6602
6514
6515
6533

Clare

.

.

For several Committees
.

Cork

.

.

.

.

.

Movidy

,

i

ditto.

Kiibrittan ditto.

,

Macroom

,

ditto.

Ballyhooly

,

”

in county.
Broadford Committee,
Carrigbue ditto.

I

ditto.

Inisheel ditto.

Uunfanaghv ditto.
Leek and Cornwall

by the University of Southampton Library

1

do.

the culture and use of

Rye

are forwarded 'for distribution, and informed
that the cost pi-ice of the seed, rye, &c. will not
be known until the invoices shall arrive with

Locality.

6565

Donegal

&c.

the importations.
2nd. Copy of Circular containing the inquiries
respecting seed, rye, &c. is forwarded, by which
it will be observed that they are addressed only
to Relief Committees in certain western counties,
in consequence of the difficulty of procuring
seed in England, and the necessity of sending
to the continent for a supply which, at this
advanced period of the year, cannot be had in
large quantities.

Digitisation Unit
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VIII.—PUBLIC RELIEF

continued.

WORKS.

Locality.

Subject, &c.

Galway Committee

Movidy Committee

Resolution to the effect, that employmei
inadequate, all applicants for employn
should be employed.
.

Middleton and Tullagh

Donoughmore

Com-

Forwarded to the Board of Works.
Forms for registry of labourers.
Urges the necessity for immediate works.
Labour lists required.

mittee.

Clifden Committee

Cavan

Dromkeen

Wicklow
Limerick

Tinahely .
Capparaore

Clare

Killaloe

.

.

Committee

.

Object to piece work system; able-bodied
men unwilling to work with boys and old
men.
Correspondent states that the Committee
were obliged to pay the labourers on a certain
day, no funds having been supplied by the
Board of Works.
Request forms for registry of labourers.
Urge the necessity for immediate works."

Ask

for printed labour

lists.

Heads of Answer
That the Commissary General Sir R. J. Routh, has not
cognizance of the arrar
for carrying on the relief works, and that the
communications are accordingly forwarde
3 3
Board of Works.
2nd. That forms for labour lists are to be supplied
by local officers of Board of Works
to issue the tickets; their communications are therefore
forwarded 10 that Board.
1st.

IX.— MISCELLANEOUS.
Locality.

Cavan

Ballyconnell

made

Is provision

to

remunerate Secretaries

of Committees?

Informed that there are

not any funds for

the purpose,

but such as may be formed
subscriptions and the Lord Lieutenant’s donations in aid; the amount
of

by

local

recompense
Inisheel,
mittee.

What

is the

rests with the Committee.
allowance to be given to Clerk of

Committees ?
Informed that salary of secretary and expenses of Committee are to be adjusted by
the Committee according to circumstances
-

Galway

Galway Committee

there are not funds for such purposes except
local subscriptions and the Lord Lieutenant’s
donations in aid.
Great tumult arises by allowing provision

the town; asks the cause of delay
making known the lesult of their appli-

to leave
in

cation for a donation in aid of their subscriptions ; books, &c., requested.

Informed that books, &c., will be forwarded,,
and an answer to the letter addressed to’

Ballymote

Wicklow

Arklow Committee

Commissariat
at Relief Office, Dublin
Castle,
October 28, 1816.
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Enclosure.

Mr. Stanley

to the

Rev. C. B. Gibson.

Commissariat Relief

Office,

Dublin

Castle,

October 24, 1846.

Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh begs to state that the proposal of the
Mallow Relief Committee to apply the subscriptions recently collected, in providing 1000
on which
families with cheap food weekly at a loss of 50/. a- week, is opposed to the principle
guided in providing supplies
it is considered necessary that the Relief Committees should be
and he must, thereof food, as explained in the Ireasury Minute .of the 31st iof August last
can recommend a
fore, request the Committee to reconsider the resolution adopted before lie
donation to be granted in aid of the amount subscribed.
There can be no objection to providing food by any course which may lessen the cost, as by
purchasing grain and having it ground, or by mixing meal obtained from different kinds of
corn ; buUhe sale of the food at less than the cost, or at a price which may not enable traders
selling such food at the same rate to realize their reasonable profits, cannot be sanctioned when
donation from Government.
it is proposed to use for the purpose a relief fund including a
By selling under trade prices a pressure would be invited, which the sources ot the Committee could not sustain and if funds for the purpose were provided, traders would necessarily
;

;

be precluded from assisting in providing for die public wants, as traders can only be drawn to
assist in this object by the expectation of profit, and will necessarily abandon it if deprived of
the business through which the desired profit may be realized.
The attention of the Committee is requested to the accompanying papers, containing
suggestions of the means by which Relief Committees and employers may provide cheap food
from home corn ; and it is recommended that all supplies which the Mallow Committee shall
provide be placed for sale with individuals of character, allowing them 51. per cent, commission,
and fixing a price sufficient to repay the first cost, with all charges, including the Commission.

Mr. N. Cummins

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Cork, October 28, 1846.

Continuing my Reports

of 26tli instant, I have to note that our markets

continue to rule high for every description of food.
Wheat has risen in value during the last week 2s. to 3s. per barrel of 20
stone consumption, being directed almost entirely to this grain in the absence of
Indian corn.
Some small pareels of maize imported from your side have, during the week,
been placed at for white 17/., and yellow 16/. 10s. per ton, or about 68s. per
quarter.

Advices from the United States received to day lead the merchants here to
expect large consignments of this grain at an early period.
Wheaten
Oatmeal 20/. per ton. Flour 17/. to 23/. according to quality.
meal 17/. to 18/. per ton.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle, Dublin, October 28, 1846.

T see Mr. Erichsen
I have your various letters of the 26th this morning.
begins to fear want of shipping from America, which has been always my apprehension.
I do not often see Colonel Jones, as his office is so distant at the Custom-house,
but he frequently comes to the Castle on business, and when he has any with me he
usually calls.
I did not send him your paper on the fisheries until he asked for it, as I had no
I have no doubt that I could contriidea that it was connected with his duties.
bute in a small way to their success, as I mentioned to you yesterday, by making
salt an article of sale from our stores on the coast, and which I think indispensa-

ble.
I am afraid I made a mistake in. speaking of Lord Lucan’s island, which is
Inishturk, situated between Boffin and Claire.
will
I am glad to see Mr. Erichsen’s letter about the barley meal, and I hope he
direct his attention to Dublin ; and I am anxious about Belmullet, and Westport,
and Clifden. The harbour of Belmullet is perfect at Clifden the landing is made
;

Mannin Bay.
Our military detachment will be at Belmullet on the 15th November, and
Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Bishop proceeds thither, via Westport,, by
Saturday night’s mail, as Mr. Dobree is very desirous of having Mr. Cumming

in
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again with him. The post of Belmullet extends from Broad
Haven to Achill Island
and all the barony of Erns, and as far, or nearly so, as Crossmolina
in Tyrawley!
I do not care what Mr. Enchsen sends, whether barley,
wheat, or Indian corn in
grain or in meal, so as we obtain the article,
I sometimes tremble when I think
ot the number of empty de 6ts which we have to fill,
and I am afraid that the
P
storm may have dispersed some of our expected shipments.
If we had these depots
full, or partly full, the importations would keep
them so but arriving and
the

same

issuing at
5

;

we

time,

shall

always be in a state of anxiety.

Could you speak with Mr. Erichsen on this subject
some immediate purchases
;
on the spot of any description of food, so as to commence
our depots, which with
the exception of Limerick, are all empty, or nearly so.
If we do not look to this
and consider it, I am afraid we shall be in difficulties.

Look

number of places

at the

Longford,
Banagher,

Ballina,
Sligo,

Galway has about 250

tons,

Killybegs,

Clifden,

W

Burton Port,
Gweedore Bay,
J

estport,

Belmullet,

It is really a subject worthy of reflection, and you
will excuse me if I press
in the midst of ten thousand affairs that are
pushing upon you.
I shall take care and keep Colonel Jones advised as
far as I am able
I he Board of Works have never repaid the 10,0007

upon you

it

'

Sir R.

Routh

S°Tu
Lf d&c„
fwinand
hope

to send

1

‘ tIle

rr
of
Committees,

I

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, October 29, 1846
^tractions to Officers employed on
Inspections
them to you on Saturday with somegeneral

idea of the numbers required.
I propose to give to each a head
quarter station
from whence they will diverge, examine, and report.
For instance, I thought of
Cork for Assistant-Commissm-y-General Bishop, and giving
him the west ridfng of
Cork and the south-west of Kerry but, in fact, it requires
a little consideratiof to
I 0 '*118 ’ a ° d 1 s ut ^ probably consult the Deputy Quarter-MasterGenerafu on it
Colonel Archer is fully equal to any inspection duty.
Colonel Douglas might have his head quarter station
at Limerick, and take
uppei pait of Kerry, Clare,— but I have not thought
of this subject sufficiently
I
yet to suggest any thing that I could ask
you to rely upon
I shall be very glad to hear that Scotland is supplied,
and that your resources are
turning towards us
As I said yesterday, I am anxious about my empty
depots
Heie is 11 estport that would hold 8000 sacks, equal
to 1000 tons, and a
most
needy district.
Belmullet, that requires half that quantity
and Clifden the
same.
Galway, that has the same storage as Westport,
and Sligo, with its
;

dependencies of

Ballina,

Burton Port,
Gweedore Bay,

Killibegs,

Ardara,
about 20,000 sacks, or

2500

tons.

I say nothing of Limerick, as

has a commencement depot formed, and
there is
at present a mercantile house
retailing there and at several towns
in the environs.
Enchsen, if he can, to order some of the Sligo
cargoes to
Ballu a.
It , s about twenty miles to the
westward of Sligo, and a good harbour,
b
and we have great mill power at Ballma.
Mr. Millikin proceeded yesterday to Galway to
relieve Mr. Wood.
Mr. Gem goes to Sligo on Saturday, and Mr.
Bishop to Belmul’let: and Mr
Lummrns, at the earnest request of Mr. Dobree, goes
to Sligo.
Bray how do you understand the Government
pledge about the West Coast • do
you include the whole county of Kerry,
or does it extend more into the interior’
I
1
t
Pret 11 as meanin
the south-west of Cork as far
& a11 Kerry>
pI ?* as cm **M
east
okibbereen.

BdlrT
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Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
October 31

,

1846.

duly considered the state of your depots, as described in your letters
Some of the earliest cargoes purchased by us
dated the 28th and 29th instant.
ought to have arrived ere this, but this hope having been disappointed, I have made
the following further purchases, which will secure you some supply in the western
I

have

depots at the earliest possible period.
Seven hundred quarters of Indian corn arrived at Cork, and ordered to .Liverpool
to be transhipped without delay to Sligo.
Five hundred quarters arrived at Liverpool to be sent to Ballina.
Three thousand quarters of Indian corn, and one thousand barrels of Indian meal
Westport.
supposed to have sailed from the United States on the 24th October to
Eighteen hundred quarters of Indian corn sailed from the United States on the
,

12th October, to be transhipped from Liverpool to Galway.
The arrangement for Westport is the least satisfactory, but as the cargo destined
any meal, I thought it better to send
is the only one which contains

for that port
it thither.

If the hundred tons of meal lately sent from Liverpool to Westport, which has
been obliged to put into some neighbouring port from stress of weather, is not suffimeet the present necessities of that place, you had better send some from
cient to

Limerick, which

may be

replaced hereafter in the Limerick depot.
above advised reach their several desti-

It is probable, that before the quantities

some of the cargoes previously purchased will arrive at the same places 5
and I think the time is now arrived for us to suspend our purchases of cargoes, to
least until a late
be sent direct from sea to your depots on the western coast, at
If we go on at this rate, the cargoes will ai live fastei than
period in the season.
your officers will be able to manage them.
But we will keep the three Admiralty mills, and the two private mills on the
Thames, and the Malta mills constantly at work, and the quantities they will turn
will derive
out will’ furnish a sufficient reinforcement to the large Resources you
nations,

from the numerous cargoes ordered to Ireland.
important subject, and to
shall be obliged to you carefully to consider this
give us the benefit of your views upon it.
Admiral and the Commissary at Malta are
I ought to have mentioned that the
to
takino- active steps to carry out our views, and measures have been taken by them

We

secure considerable quantities of grain for their mills.
The Scotch store ship, “ Belvidera,” arrives in the river to-day, and every preparation has been made to put her cargo on board without delay, after which all

our grinding in the

When

Thames

will be for Dublin.

you have completed the posting of your depot and inspecting

officers, I

you to send me with your report on the subject a sketch map,
and the officers, &c., posted to each.
about Ballina.
have from the' first, understood the limits of our responsibility to be the
north, and
country to the west of the Shannon, with the county of Donegal to the
Kerry to the south; and a small corner of the county of Cork as far as Skibbereen,
shall be obliged to

showing the

districts,

We shall not forget your wishes

We

because

it

is

on the western coast.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
October 29, 1846.

with
I send herewith a corrected copy of your statement of our purchases
reference to the probable dates of their arrival.
it, having
I am having the Egyptian wheat ground whole with the bran in
is perascertained, by a trial of it made by myself and several other persons, that it
_

fectly palatable
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Month.

each

in

arrive

to

expected

be

may

Quantity

what

showing

Ireland,

for

purchased

Wheat

ancl

Corn

Indian

of

Statement

2
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continued.

&c.

Ireland,

for

purchased

Wheat

and

Corn

Indian

of

Statement

oo

Q

o

|

o

u~

p

I

o
2

I

I

1846.

October,

28th

oooooooo
oooooooo
coot-oio*noo
o to in M of of to of
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of Barley and

3,600 quarters Barley

Date.

Up

.

211

Barley Meal purchased up

Quantity purchased .

to

to

28th October, 1846

Price.

10th October

Destination.

33s. to 35s. per qr.
1

>

1,150

,,

28th October

,,

40$.

.

For grinding into meal
at the Admiralty and
private mills.

.

.

,

4,750 quarters Barley.
3 , 300 barrels Barley meal

.

3rd September

18s., 19s. per barrel

Partly arrived at Leith,

24s.

For Greenock
will
arrive in December.
For London will arrive in December.

remainder daily ex-

2,000

pected.

,,

10th October

.

3,000

,,

,,

26th October

.

5C0

, ,

,

,,

.

.

,,

22s. 9d.

.

,

24s .

.

,

.

;

;

burg.

8,800 barrels Barley meal.

London, 28 th October, 184(

E.

Summary

of the foregoing

Two

About.

Tons.

66,000
950
6,100
4,750
4,200

13,200
180
1,340
900
800

,

82,600

16,420

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

Co.

Or about.

Quarters.

Indian Corn
Indian Corn meal .
Egyptian Wheat .
Barley
8,800 barrels Barley meal

....

ERICHSEN &

Statements.

R. Routh.

October 30 1846
I HAVE ordered the result of my first essay at
mill-making to be sent
you by the railroad but you must remember that at the
time when it was
made, we had no experience, and only an inferior Indian
model for our
,

.

to

;

guidance.

Since that, I have received a superior model from
the Shetland Islands
and 1 have desired my workman to consult practical
millers,

stone

handmills for

me

nave discussed together,
your opinion.

and

to

make

on two or three different principles, each of which
we
and when they are made I will send them to you for
J

we should resolve on having any number of stone handmills made,
the
outsides of them will, in order to save expense,
be much more roughly hewn
than that now sent.
If

When am I to have

the Irish quern which you promised

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

me ?

Routh.
October 31

r,

n

^

,

1846

.

SEXD
to-day’s post the specimen of meal ground at
\
referred to in the letter, a copy of which you will find
overleaf.
° u W]/l sa that it is rather granulated than
y
ground, but this is

-n
il,
1

•

my own

the state

winch
01

ffW'
at is

Printed

it is best suited for making porridge, and
it is not unsuited for bread.
nai y article at the breakfast table of English families
in India is
there called soodgee, which is merely wheat ground
in the common

?
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it is very palatable with
Indian hand-mill with the bran taken from it; hut
practical experience, having taken
the bran in it, of which I have just had
porridge ; and you
enough out of the specimen sent- to make me a dish of
says was ground
must bear in mind that a quart of meal, which Mr. Chappie
in seven minutes, has been diminished by so much.
hand-mills will be powerful enough to
It remains to be seen whether these
hope
of their grinding
much
not
have
I
hominy.
make
to
bruise Indian meal
•

.

Mr. Chappie estimated the

cost of a stone hand-mill, roughly

at 105., but I hope to get them cheaper.
If the Board of Works have not repaid
ask them for it ?

_

you your

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree

to

10,000/.,

hewn

_

outside,

,

why do you

not

Mr. Trevelyan.
Sligo, October 30, 1846.

We

are getting on, I

may

say, well in this part of the country, inas-

very severe individual want and diswith two meals per day, some
tress, the people still manage to vegetate, some
with only one, and that of the most, meagre quality.
the two remaining coast guard
I have succeeded in finally suppressing
county of Donegal, and the duties
Rutland,
and
Ardara
this
district,
stations in
which hitherto have been performed through the medium of that service will
now devolve on the Local Relief Committees, to which they legitimately
to purchase from
belon", and who alone are able to select the parties entitled
have grov n
our issues, such indulgence being strictly confined to those who
no imporno oats, and whose potatoes are quite exhausted. As there have been
Indian corn oi cheap
tation whatever since my arrival in this district of any
power, without a positive
food, on private account, it has been quite out of my
occasionorder to that effect, to shut my stores altogether against a little relief
oatmeal at 25. Qd. per
ally to the poor people who were unable to purchase
ebb, by limiting them, and
stone, but I have reduced my sales to the lowest
biscuit, to Baronial
occasionally only to two tons, one half meal, and one half
Committees, and one ton in the same proportions to District Committees.
themselves perfectly satisfied with
I have assured the merchants, who express
arrangements, that so soon as they will open their stores, I will lock up

much

all

as all

is

quiet,

and though there

is

my

Many of
mine, and make my operations subordinate to theirs whenever I may.
cargoes
the Committees have been purchasing largely afloat, and are expecting
Landlords have seen
of Indian corn, which they divide amongst themselves.
many of the
the advantage of bringing their oats to market for grinding, and
has been made
tenants are reluctantly following their example, but no attempt
It is really a very diffito export a grain of any kind of corn from this place.
people of tins
cult and discouraging undertaking to administer relief to the
to save thencountry, and it must be given to them medicinally, not as a tonic,
will
and leave them to their own treatment when convalescent, for they
lives,

do nothing

for themselves if they can help

it.

concorrespondent at Rotterdam informs me, that buckwheat is not
he adds,
sidered more perishable than any other grain of the same nature;
a tasty and
that it only requires a little salt, and very little boiling to render it
because it
healthy food, and that the poor in Holland give it the preference,
largely.
consume
and
beans
which
peas
saves their fuel,
last
The poor-houses here are overflowing with inmates ; 250 were admitted
ol
Monday at Sligo ; and at Glenties, county Donegal, where on the 10th 1st
the
September, one inmate only had been received since its first opening on
health, with tickets
of May, they are more than full. Able-bodied men, in full
and
admission,
for
apply
in their hand for employment on the Public Works,
six, seven,
of
family
their
maintain
cannot
that
they
plea
on
the
are received
or eight children with their wages at the present price of food.
to
“ Dasher,” steamer, from Cork, has not yet arrived, owing probably

My

The

the very severe weather of last week.
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Mr. Trevelyan.

to

Commissariat, Malta, October 27, 1846.
As the steam-mills of the naval department are not yet ready for working I
have as yet, only purchased 1300 salmi or quarters of
Indian corn, which I am in
hopes will keep the mills supplied during November, but
as yet, no correct calcutation can be made of their product.
I have consequently declined an offer of
bUl) salms at 32s. od. per salm, in hopes of better
prices, and give time to obtain
information from Naples, Alexandria, and Salonica,
from which places, Indian
corn

is

expected.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle Dublin, October 30, 1846.
the honour to lay before you for the approval of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Pier Majesty’s
Treasury the annexed copy of a
letter from Assistant Commissary-General Lister,
in which he submits the continuance of Mr.
ood, of the Coast Guard, in the charge and issue of stores
in
Achill Island with an allowance of five shillings per diem and
upon
a
due
consi;
deration of the manner in which this gentleman
has rendered his account, his
local knowledge and experience in that wild country,
and the use we have already
denved from his attention and business habits, I am induced
to recommend this
appointment, but not to commence until it shall be found
necessary to open our
,

I

have

W

Enclosure.

Mr. Lister

to Sir

R. Routh.

Westport, October 28, 1846.
h ho " our to represent to you, that as there is no
constabulary force atDugort
f the
f
(Achill Island),
charge of that depot is necessarily (as heretofore) confided
to Mr. Wood
Inspecting Officer of the Coast Guard Service.
The duties of this important depot, from the time of its formation
in May last, have been
gratuitously performed by Mr. Wood, and in a
manner (as my predecessor Capt. Perceval has
assured me) at once creditable to Mr. Wood, and satisfactory
to the public,
her
re
t0
,heSe
considera ‘>ons, it appears to me essential to retain the services
’
8
r
f° ensuing
otr Mr. Wood? lor
the
season; at the same time it would not, I think, be reasonable
to
impose on this gentleman such additional labour and
responsibility without remuneration.
Under these circumstances, I deem it my duty to recommend
to your favourable consideration, that Mr. W ood should receive
the sum of at least 5s. per diem from the 1st instant,
Mien Ins duties recommenced. It may be well to add,
that the store taken at Dugort adjoins
ood s house, and thus he will be enabled to look after
the security, and superintend the
sale ot our supplies.

" AV

,

*

•

MW™

i

-

.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

November

Give authority accordingly.

Mr. Bunbury

to

3,

1846.

Lord John Russell.
Spiddal House, Galway,
October 30, 1846.

May

it please your Lordship to excuse
the liberty I take in addressing
I
induced to do so in behalf of more than 150 poor labourers
who
reside in the small village
of Spiddal East, in theparish of Moymlkn and county
ot Galway, who from the failure
in the potato crop, and the want of labour
to
enable them to buy food, are now ill the
most destitute state, if not relieved must
all starve before a month.

you.

am

Prom the new plans laid out for employment, it may seem
ail intrusion to
address your Lordship in place of other
authorities ill this case.
The way
2
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those poor people are situated as to their landlords renders their case a very
peculiar one, and quite bars them from any relief under the new plan for
raising money to make roads, &c.
the owner of this property receiving too
small a head-rent to make him security for the money, the chief-rents going to
a poor widow for the next six years, so that neither can raise money.
As an humble individual visiting this country for a few months every summer, I
have seen the distress prevailing here often, above all, this heart-rending season,
which seems to threaten all the poor without food, the rich (in name) to get
no rents. I have no interest in this country. With feelings of the deepest
humanity, I put in a presentment for a most useful road, which would have
given daily employment for all those poor labourers, and many others around,
Alas on the grounds I state, it was rejected at
besides being of public utility.
the Outerard Sessions, the 2th inst. ; I then represented the case to the Lord
In consequence of the
Lieutenant, in a memorial signed by 60 poor labourers.
road not passing at the sessions, his Excellency had no control over the matter,
and, with reluctance, was obliged to refuse nor can the Board of Works grant
that cannot be
any sum for works, unless a private collection is made

—

—

!

]

—

;

had

here.

I would humbly implore your Lordship to take this very sad case into your
consideration, and lay it before Her Royal Highness and Most Gracious Majesty
Queen Victoria (for which purpose I have fully stated all those particulars).

I make no doubt Her charitable heart will cause a sum to be granted, so that
the road I have mentioned may be commenced, not only save many lives, but
be of public use to the country, as can be fully proved.
all I have to give is my
I wish it were in my power to give the relief I ask
time and assistance, which I will cheerfully, in every way, should it please
your Lordship to favour my humble petition in behalf of so many destitute
beings, who will implore the Divine blessing on their Gracious Queen and
;

Minister.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

November

6, 1846.

Inform the party that their Lordships cannot make this case an exception
to the rules under which relief is being administered to the destitute poor in
Ireland, and they must refer him to the Commissariat Relief Office, or the
Board of Works, according as the particular mode of relief may come under
the superintendance of one or the other departments.
Transmit a copy of this letter and Minute to Sir R. Routh for his information.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle,

Dublin, October 31, 1846.

I thought it better to get the instructions printed and sent to you in that
form they will, therefore, be ready too late for this evening’s post, and will go
to-morrow.
By the time they come back from you, and are all in order, we shall
be ready to send out our officers. I have entered rather fully into the business.
All the instructions will not apply to each officer but it is well that each should
We attach a form of account to it, which
see the whole of the services intended.
It has taken up so much of my morning, that I must
I will send you hereafter.
Scarcely a day passes without deputations, for all that come to the
be concise.
Lord Lieutenant, favour me with their remonstrances for cheap food, and to-day
;

;

has been

fertile

in those

visits.

I have a few lines from my brother at New York, who sends me their circular,
announcing the new crop at 600 millions of bushels, and Indian corn of last year
at 73 to 74 cents, falling, and holders anxious to realise.
I expect to see it on 1st
January, at 33s. to 35s. per quarter. This is a great relief, but I still fear want

of shipping.
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considered very fine in the Medetirranean,

done us much injury.
The merchants at Limerick are in want, and are asking loans of Indian cornmeal; but we might as well issue as lend, particularly at these high prices. I shall
think of it until to-morrow.
What is your opinion ?
I am very curious to see your mills, and if reasonable, they will
certainly
answer. The iron mills will be purchased, but I fear they would wear and get
out
of order, and they are not. fitted for the poor but the stone mills will be cheap,
and the principle of grinding- for your every-day consumption is most- convenient,
and both these requisites will be an admirable competition with the millers. I had
nearly forgotten to ask you if the reports of the officers employed on inspection
I

afraid the late storms have

;

would be considered

confidential, or liable to publication, as in the latter case they
in what they say.
I think we should inform them on

must observe more care
this point.

The Dublin hand-mills

are screwed into the floor.

Mr Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
Treasury, November

I

2,

1846.

have

written to Colonel Douglas and Captain Reid, to desire them to
come immediately to the Treasury, to prepare themselves for their future duties,
by reading up and studying the correspondence, including the instructions to the
inspecting officers.
I am sorry to have to answer your question,

on the application of the Limerick
corn-merchants, on such slight data, and I can only say that, as far as I am aware
of
the circumstances, and can judge of the bearing of them on our general operations,
I am against a compliance with their application.
It is desirable that the Relief Committees should make arrangements with
local
dealers for the sale of meal, because they can control the operations of
the
dealers, and be responsible for them, which the Government cannot.
It is more than enough for the public interest, that the Government should
have
to bear the odium of its own transactions in the corn-dealing line, without takinoupon itself also that which attaches to Messrs. Russell and other private dealers.
If we began upon this plan at one place, we must extend it to others, and it
would
soon have the effect of emptying our depots, and depriving the country of the
security they offer.
think that this

I therefore

ought not to yield

is

a

new and
*

to.

objectionable complication, which

we

If we lent corn at the present high prices, we must of course be repaid
in
at those prices
and as I hope that the price of corn, and especially of
Indian corn, will, now fall, there might be a considerable difference to be made good

money

;

to us.

You will not of course accede to this proposition of the Limerick corn-dealers,
without referring the question officially to the Treasury.
Besides Messrs. Cubitt’s mill, I have set some professional manufacturers of
make models of hand-mills, all which I shall send you, and
selected the best, I shall then call for tenders for a large number,

mill-stones to work, to

when you have
and hurry on

their execution as fast as possible.
reports of the inspecting officers are to be considered as confidential
in other words, the officers are to report everything without
reserve, leaving

The

;

it

or,

to

the discretion of the Government to determine what shall be ultimately laid before
Parliament, and what shall be withheld.
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from 26th

to

28th October, 1846, both days

inclusive.

COMMISSARIAT.
Return of Correspondence, &c.
III.—APPLICATIONS
No.

FOR GRANTS ON SUBSCRIPTIONS

County,

6707

Kildare

6633

Sligo

217

continued.

continued.

Locality.

....

'

Rathangan, &c. Committee.
forward a certified list of subscriptions,
and solicit a grant.

to

tho amount of 355/. 2d.,

Corran Committee.

Forward a

certified list of subscriptions,

amount

31/. 2s.,

and

solicit

a grant.

recommended.

15/. 10$. is

Sligo

6G1

Skreen Committee.

Forward a

certified

list

of subscriptions,

amounting

to 23/.,

solicit a grant.

11/. 10$. is

5

recommended.

|

IV.— COMMITTEES HAVE BEEN FORMED AT
No.

County.

6710
6719
6730
6646
6643
6642
6683
6644
6648

Donegal

.

.

Galway

.

.

Kilkenny

.

.

Monaghan

.

Locality.

Kilcar and Glencolumbkill.
Sub-districts of Iverk Barony.
Clifdcn.

.

....

Sligo

6711
6722
6678

.

Tipperary

Tyrone

.

.

four other districts.

.Monaghan and Tyholland.
Throughout the County.
Frenchpark.
Tirerill

Doon

—

Barony

sub-districts.

District.

Cookstown.

.
•

.

...

,,

,

Baronies of Galway and Kells,

And
Queen’s County

Roscommon

Gortin.

Omagh.
Castlederg.

6720
6641
6647

Meath

Baronies of Skreen and Lower Kells.

Waterford

.

.

Kilculliheeu.

Wexford

.

.

Ballaghkeen and several other Districts of County.

.

V.— APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS,
County.

No.

6655
6679
6727
6656
6713
6659

Carlow
Antrim
Clare

.

Cork

.

Donegal

6661

6677
6669
6662
6728
6654
6671

6654
6663
6658
6675
6726
6723
6645
6724
6725
6711
6731
6651

,

.

.

.

.

.

Fermanagh
Galway
>

.

>

King’s County
Kilkenny
Longford
Londonderry .
Limerick .
.

Mayo

.

Armagh

.

.

.

.

Meath
Queen’s County
Sligo
,

.

,

Wicklow'

.

6674

i

.

6660

Wexford

.

West Committee.

Ballymouey.

.
.

.

,

&c.

Locality.

Idrone

Ownev, &c. Committee.
Dowrie Committee.
Watergrashill Committee.
Tallyhobegly Committee.
Tallyiern, &c. Committee.

Baliymacward Committee.
Baronv of Tyrkenny.
Kinvara Committee.
Kilconla, &c. Committee.
Cronghan Committee.
Knocktopher Committee.
Forgney Committee.
Garvagh Committee.
Glin Committee.
Doon Committee.
Shrule Committee.
Balia Committee.
Ballybolt Committee.
Nobber.
Rosenallis Committee.
Tireragh Western District Committee.
Easky Committee.
Blessington Committee.
Baltinglass Committee.
Ditto.

.

Tullaghkeen Committee.

Books, &c.j to be forwarded where Committees are constituted in accordance with the Instructions.
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

continued.

VI.— ON RYE, BERE, BARLEY.
No.

County.

Locality.

Subject.

:

6690
6625
6637
6640

Kilrush Committee .
Portumna Committee.

Clare

Galway

.

6670
6689

6638
6624
6630

Price, &c., required.
,

Request two tons of seed bere, and one of rye.

300 acres can be prepared

Killeroran Committee

Six barrels of seed-rye will be required.
Furnish return of seed-rye, &c., required. Request no delay may be made in forwarding it to
Longford.
Suggests the general use of whole wheaten meal.
Requests one ton of rve and one ton of bere.
Request 40 barrels of bere.

Columbkill Committee

Meath

....

Moynalty
Ballintober Committee
Taghmaconnel and Dy-

.

Ditto.

Killimore Committee.

Tuam Committee.

sart

for seed-rye.

Ask

its

Committee.

Return of rye, &c., required. Ask its price.
Committee
Runilin, &c. Committee Ask price, &c.
200 barrels of bere required without delay.
Kilbride Committee

6691
6695
6699

Elpiiin

.

.

Heads of Answers

:

Papers on the culture and use of rye, are forwarded for distribution, and informed that the
cost price of the seed-rye, &c., will not be known until the invoices shall arrive with the importa1st.

tions.

2nd. Copy of circular containing the inquiries respecting seed-rye, &c.j is forwarded, by which it
will be observed that they are addressed only to Relief Committees in certain western counties, in
consequence of the difficulty of procuring seed in England, and the necessity of sending to the continent for a supply, which at this advanced period of the year, cannot he had in large quantities.
.VII.— PUBLIC

Subject.

Armagh

Forkhill Committee

6668

Cavan

Cavan Committee

6673
6708

Kilkenny
Limerick

6726
6623

Mayo

RELIEF WORKS.

Locality.

County.

No.

6639

Resolutions forwarded,

upon Govern-

calling

ment to put works in progress.
Were obliged to advance wages to

Committee

.

Hospital Committee

.

Inistioge
•

.

labourers on
public works; the pav-clerk not having received money from Dublin.
Urge the necessity for immediate works.
The smith-work of the public works in Ireland
should be impartially distributed amongst the
trade.

Sligo

.

.

.

Ask

Shrule Committee
Corran Committee.

for

forms of labour lists.
on public works died of want, owing
wages being withheld.

A labourer
to his

Heads of Anstvers :
1st. That the Commissary-General

Sir R. J. Routh has not cognizance of the arrangements for
carrying on the relief works, and that the communications are accordingly forwarded to the Board

of

Works.

2nd. That forms for labour lists are to be supplied by local officers of Board of
issue the tickets; their communications are therefore forwarded to that Board.

Works, who

are to

VIII.— MISCELLANEOUS.
Locality.

Tipperary

Emly Committee

Subject

— Answers.

their

application for a donation in

Call attention to

.

meal or money

either
|

for tlie poor of locality.

Informed that there is not any power given to the Commissary-General Sir
J. Routh to recommend donations of either money or meal, excepl in aid
copy of
of local subscriptions placed at disposal of Relief Committees.
Treasury Minute of 3 1st August last, with respect to the means of relief, &c.
as also a copy of the instructions for Committees are forwarded for consiR.

A

deration.

resolutions proposing that 2000/. out of the
for in Barony Sessions for relief
works, be allocated for providing cheap food: also

Forward

Inehiquin Committee
|

sum

presented

that all available home corn now in the country or in
the hands of speculators be purchased by Govern-

ment for the supply of the population.
Informed that Commissary General Sir R. J. Routh does not feel called
upon to express any opinion with respect to these resolutions but desires to
draw attention to the consideration of means for establishing a loan fund to
augment the supply of food on sale in the district.
That in the relief district
of Drumholm and Rossnowlough, county Donegal, loans exceeding 1000/.
have been placed in charge of the Committee to be employed with the ordi,

;

nary Relief
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continued.
continued.

Locality.

Subject

—Answers.

recommended that all the food purchased be placed for sale with individuals
of character, allowing 5 1. per cent, for storing and selling, fixing a
price to
cover all expenses, including the commission.
Papers on the means of providing cheap food from home corn are forwarded; and attention is directed
to
the disadvantages of employing their funds in providing food at
prices under
the rates which traders should charge
observing that present high prices
tend to economise consumption, and must also induce the importation
of sup1
plies, &c.
Lettermore
What is to become of the aged, &c.
;

Galway

.

|

Informed that there

not any fund which can be recommended to be appropriated in affording gratuitous relief; but should correspondent
refer to
the fund of 50,000/. for moiety grants towards executing public
works in
the western districts, his application should be directed to the
Board of

Works.
Kilmeady Committee

is

State there is a difference in Committee with reference
to the appointment of a secretary.
Informed that the appointment of secretary to a Relief Committee
rests
with the Vice Lieutenant of the county, if he shall think proper to
exercise
the authority to that effect devolved on him by the Lord Lieutenant.
Timoleague Committee Inquire relative to the salary of secretary, and the
fund
for this purpose ?
Informed that there is not any fixed rule as to the salary and the fund
for
;
payment of it is that formed of local subscriptions and the Lord Lieutenant’s
I

1

I

I

donations in aid.

Donegal

Galway

Coast from Belfast
Galway.
.

Loughrea

Relative to fisheries.

to

....

Deposit.

Relative to the apportionment of Government grant
to
Balhnakill and Woodford Committees on
Sir

J.

Burke’s subscription of 100/.
(as appears by his letter of the 26th
March, 1846, then referred hy the Under Secretary, D.
23,) 100/. to the
Relief Fund of the parish of Ballinakill, county Galway, of which
the sum of
Sir John

Burke having subscribed

was appropriated to the district of Ballinakill, electoral division,
(the
subscription list for which includes it,) the remaining 30/. devolving
to Woodford Division
and a grant of 60/. having been made ou the whole, it has
become necessary to apportion this grant to the separate subscription
70/.

;

funds;

and

it

district,

therefore directed that 42/. be carried to the account of Ballinakill
18/. to the Woodford account.

is

and

Tulla Committee

Can they apply their funds in gratuitous relief, and sell
food under cost price ?
Informed that where in consequence of the actual incapability of the
Union
workhouse to receive all the destitute poor, it shall become unavoidably
.

.

I

I

neces-

sary to give gratuitous relief to persons who cannot obtain subsistence
from
any other source, it will be better to avoid making any definite rule, but
leave
such extreme and peculiar cases to the discretion of the Committees.
With
respect to the sale of food under cost price, it is to be observed that this
would
which must speedily exhaust the Relief Fund, and exclude
the intervention of trade competition, on which the population must
ultimately
rely for subsistence, &c.
It is recommended to adhere to the rule in Treasury
invite a pressure

Minute, 31st August, of selling as nearly as possible at market prices. That
5/. per cent, commission be allowed for storing and selling,
&c.
.
.
A widow memorials for relief ; the memorial is forwarded by Rev. Messrs. Gauvian and Noone.
j
Informed that this case is not susceptible of relief under the arrangements
made by Government for the present exigency ; her case appears to be one in
which relief can be best given through some of the local loan funds.
Castletown
Will Government give a loan, &c., to purchase provisions ? their present funds are 200/.
Informed that there is not any fund at the disposal of the Lord Lieutenant
to be advanced in loans for providing supplies of food, or granted in
donations
for the purpose, except (in the latter case) where there shall be local
subscrip-

Galway

Killian

.

.

[

...

I

I

tions placed at disposal of committees.

Wexford

.

by allowing a commission

for storing

opening should be allowed

for the

The

and

making
recommended.

principle of

selling, is

competition of traders.

...

I

I
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their sales

That an
is

directed

to the consideration of an arrangement for forming and managing a local loan
fund to be employed in providing supplies of food. That in one of the equally
remote districts of Donegal, the landlords have placed a sum of 1,000/. for
this object under the management of a relief committee.
Enniscorthy
Correspondent offers 100,000 or 150,000 quarters of
wheat, and 50,000 quarters of rye ; he can refer to
houses of first respectability in London.
Informed that as he is wholly unknown to the Commissary-General, and
that the transactions to which his offer relates are of great extent; it
would
be desirable to have the reference which he proposes to give.
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

VIII.

—MISCELLANEOUS

continued.

continued.

'

Locality.

Kildorrery Committee
|

Subject.

—Answers.

Secretary has resigned.
The people are kept quiet by
the sale of Indian meal at Is. 10c/. per stone, bought
at 15/.

per ton.

Informed that the sale of Indian meal under first cost must invite a pressure which would soon exhaust the relief fund.
Home corn meal, either
wheat or barley, or both, is recommended to be provided by purchasing the
grain, and having it ground as suggested in enclosed papers.
By this course
food can be sold, without any loss, at a lower price than is now charged for
the Indian meal selling under first cost.
Sales of provisions, by allowing a
commission for storing and selling, are recommended. With respect to the
secretary, it is presumed that any member will undertake the duties, if a clerk
be provided.
Request that Committees for Navan and Ardbracan may
be formed.
Informed that the Yice-lieutenant of the county has approved of a Committee for each district. The names of the chairmen are forwarded.
Correspondent objects to the storekeeper of provisions
selected by the Committee.

Kells

I

|

....

Ruskey

I

|

Informed that, if his arrangement is to have a sub -constable -in charge of a
be provided through the relief fund, it cannot be interfered
with if it is sanctioned by the Inspector-General of the constabulary ; but
should the Committee have in view the establishment of a sub-depot of the
Commissariat, it is not intended to have one now at Ruskey.
Killegney Committee.
Can they make provision by employment for females?
Informed that females are eligible to employment on the relief works in
whatever way their labour can be made available, and are numerously employed in some counties.
Killardriff district
The Board of Works state that the 50/. granted for
works in this district has not been found necessary.
Has the circumstance reference to the CommissaryGeneral ?
Informed that, as the 50/. has not been applied to the purpose for which it
was issued, it should be repaid to the Commissary-General.
store of meal, to

|

Tipperary

Commissariat Relief

Dublin

Office,

Castle, October 31, 1846.

*

Mr. Saville to Mr. Parker.

November

The

2,

1846.

Comptroller-General of the Coast Guard

having laid before the
from Sir James Dombrain, Inspector-General, dated 27th ultimo,
inclosing copy of a communication from a Relief Association for affording aid to
the destitute poor on the coast of Ireland, requesting the assistance and coGuard
operation of the Coast
under his survey in forwarding the objects of that

Board a

letter

Association
I have it in command to transmit herewith copies of the letter and enclosures
therein referred to, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her
Majesty’s Treasury, and to signify the request of the Board to be informed whether

their Lordships see

manner

any objection to the employment of the Coast-Guard in

tiie

requested.

Enclosure.
Sir J.

Dombrain

to the

Comptroller-General.

Coast

Guard

Office,

Dublin, October 27, 1840.

I have the honour to submit herewith a letter which I have received from a Relief
Association, for affording aid to the destitute poor on the coast of Ireland, also copy of the
Resolution referred to therein ; and I submit that the Coast Guard be authorised to afford all
the aid in their power, consistently with a proper discharge of their own duties.
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Dombrain.

Relief Association, 16, Upper Saclwille-street,

T

n E the h
Ur t0 encl
tu
,
?xr°
lli,s day
in the way olP business.
assistance in your power.
.

We

October 21, 1846.

y ° U a COpy of a Resolution passed by the Committee
are already aware of your readiness io wive
us BVCI
everv
,

b

J

" Resolved— That the Secretaries be
requested to write to Sir J. Dombrain, with
_
a
view to ascertain whether the Committee may calculate
on the assistance and co-operation of
th° ° bjeC,SOf thhA
kindly conceded

-^ “ ™

ih^ov^nHuis^?

(Sig " ed

Treasury Minute on

by

SWB

EDM0KDWiI

>

,

the above.

November

1846.

3,

Mnte to the Commissioners of Customs, that it is their
Lordships’ wish, that
the Coast Guard
every part of the coast of Ireland, should
exert themselves to
the utmost of their power, consistently with the proper
discharge of their own duties
o assist the Government officers and local Committees
in carrying out the measures
loi the lelief of the distress arising
from the existing scarcity of food.
C °P yo f this letter and of.its enclosures,
and of this Minute, toComnnssai y-General Sir R. Routh for his information.

m

.

Routh

Sir R.

M

to

Mr. Tbevelyak.

The

N DAY

Castle,

Dublin, November 2, 1846.

5UCh

bnsy
with me that 1 sha11
acknowledge
n°- ,
f
° Jyour
which
are more than
usually interesting
It would be a great relief to us if you cSuld
consign a cargo to Belmullet
direct, and to Clifden direct, which would be
a great assistance to tile Westport
depot Belmullet is a capital harbour, and the port of
Clifden is Mannin Bay
lhis would be a very essential measure, and directed
to the two worst narts'on
the western coast.
By the 15th of the month I shall have the barracks ready for
the two detachments.
The quantities to Belmullet and Clifden might be 1000
°
'S

i ..
letters,

quarters to each.

.

I am disappointed altogether In obtaining a quern; I-havfrhad
twenty promises,
but none of them fulfilled I am still looking out.
I am not quite au fait as to the
wheat meal you have sent to me; it appears to me to be too
coarse for bread in
some instances merely broken and the stirabout made from
wheat does not suc;

;

ceed so well as other- grain.
reply, but for hungry people
morrow.

However,

it is

I shall consult other opinions
before I
I shall try it mvself to-

at all times excellent.

3

3

~~

Enclosure.

Copy

of

Minute

of

Town

Commissioners.

Galway, Oct. 29, 1846.
Stephens be requested to inform the Relief Committee that the
Town Comhave not any surplus fund at their disposal; but that they did
resolve to raise a sum
be expended on the purchase of food, under the direction

That Mr.
nnssionei-3
ot

oOW.

to

^>f a Committee of (lie
Commissioners,
order to bring down the price of food to a rate commensurate with
the rate of
wages on the public works, and also to put food within the
reach of those whose means are onlv
3
equal to the purchase of their daily meal.

m

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routii.
November 4, 1846.
I have arranged with Mr. Erichsen, that without interfering
with the consignments to Sligo, Ballina, Westport, and Galway, advised
in my letter dated
oist ultimo, we shall, in the course of next
week, get ready in the Thames a car^o
2

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

F

COMMISSARIAT.

222

of 1000 quarters to be sent direct to Belmullet, and the same to Clifden, the
whole of these two cargoes to consist of barley, and, as far as possible, of barleymeal.
Mr. Erichsen will immediately make inquiries for suitable ships, which are not
easy to be got for those distant uufrequented ports, and we shall make it our
first care, after the departure of the “ Belvidera,” to fill and send off these two
vessels, and after that we shall work for the depots, which are to be supplied

through Dublin.

Sir

R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin Castle November
,

1

,

957

5*.

2,

1846.

the honour to lay before you for the information of the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the weekly return
of the Commissariat Depots in Ireland, and also a statement of the amount of donations, and of the sums subscribed up to the 31st ultimo.
I

/.

have

Enclosure.

Weekly State

of Provisions, &c., in the several Depots in Ireland, on the Evening of
Saturday the 31st of October, 1846.
Indian Corn Meal.

Indian Com in Quarters
of 8 Bushels each.

Oatmeal.

DEPOTS.
In Port.

In Store.

With
Millers.

Limerick
Banagher

In Port.

In Store.

Sacks
280 lbs.

Sacks
280 lbs.

Sacks
280 lbs.

7,122
776
542
1,388
250
964
1,484
3,186

20

.

.

....
.

Kilrush
“ Madagascar ”
Haulbowline
Skibbereen .
Dingle

at
.

Tarbert
.

....
Galway ....
Westport
....
....
Longford

£.

.

36
311

8024

Sligo

157

10

0

145
89
149

196

924

.

16

Castlerea

Drumsna

.

Sirokestown

.

Dublin

•

240

Baltina

1,654

660
40
9

24

Clifden

Roscommon

384

770

.

Bags
112 lbs.

....
.

1,010

Total

802$

1,393

876

495

17,625

1,509

4,166

Recapitulation of Balance on October 31, 1846.
Tons.

1,812$ quarters of Indian corn, equal to
17,625 sacks Indian com meal, each 280 lbs., equal to
280 lbs.
1,509 sacks oatmeal
112 lbs.
4,166 bags of biscuit
,,

....
....

,

.

,

Total amount on 31st October

Dublin Castle, November
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of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to Relief Committees
in aid of Subscriptions.

Name

Amount of

of Committee.

Amount

of
Subscription.

j

Donation.

Brought forward from
October 24
27
,,

Donoghmore
fimoleague

>

Skreen
Corran

last

,

.

district,

2,

0

235

county Donegal
,

1846.

to

d.

£.

s.

d.

0 2,496
0

3

4

7

0

0
0
0

470

,

R.

Mr. N. Cummins

0

0

11 10

170

J.

0
0

55

0

0
0
0

116 15

0

1,957

5

0 4,018 16

0

70

r-

November

Castle,

S.

115

district,

_
DuUin

£.

1,219
20

.....
....
.....
......
.......

county Sligo
district, countv Sligo
Rathcormac district, countv Cork
Rathangan district, county Kildare
Clogher district, county Tyrone.
Mallow district, county Cork

October 28
October 29
October 30

Week

county Cork
county Cork

district,

district,

Drumholme and Rossnowlough

Rodth, Commissary General.

Mr. Trevelyan.

Cork, November 2, 1846.
I have much pleasure in reporting to you that since
my respects of the
31st ultimo, five small cargoes of maize have arrived in this port: they
do not
average, however, much above 100 tons each.
T ' v ° °f these ave come up to this city for discharge; one of which, from
r
Terceira has already been sold at 15^., and the other from Viana is held
to \U.
10s., but it is not probable this price can be obtained, as I
confidently expect
the present northerly wind will bring to hand many other cargoes,
daily looked for.
These arrivals, coupled with the English and American advices, must bring
down our local rates, but the decline will I think be gradual.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.

November 3, 1 846.
With reference to the accompanying tender for grinding at Penzance, it
occurs to me that Penzance would be a more convenient situation for
our purposes
than the Channel Islands, and if, on inquiry, we find Mr. Coulson
to be a responsible person, and he offers to do our business on reasonable
terms, I would suggest
lor your consideration, whether, after we have sent
to Galway, Ballina, and Slio- 0 ,
as much corn as can be ground at those places in a month
or six weeks, it would
not be advisable to send a small cargo to Penzance
to be ground and sent to Limerick or Westport.
I have received information of millstones being in great demand
for Ireland, and
that Mr. Russell is making considerable additions
to his mill power at Limerick,
all which is very satisfactory.

The whole

of the mill

power

at Limerick, will, I conclude,

and had better be left to
largely supplied with flour.

private trade,
is

it

Mr. Trevelyan

;

be required by the
and I will take care that our depot there

to Sir R.

Routh.
November

You will find overleaf a
chases of rye and bigg.

4,

1846.

copy of a Report from Mr. Erichsen on his pur-

be obliged to you to ascertain from Mr. Labouchere, whether, considering
lateness of the season, it is desired that we should
continue our purchases of rye
J
the Continent.

I shall
t le

on

As the bigg
concerned.

is

a spring crop,

we have

plenty of time before us as far as that

2
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Enclosure.

Mr. Erichsen

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
London, November

3, 1846.

We

have the honour to state that, in pursuance to your instructions, we have set everything in motion the last three weeks to procure a few thousand quarters of fresh new rye for
seed, but notwithstanding we have used every exertion, and have been buyers in Suffolk and
Norfolk, as well as Yorkshire and Northumberland, we have only hitherto been able to collect
of this description of rye, including 165 quarters received from Hamburgh by steamer, and.
about 200 quarters every day expected from Rotterdam, a quantity, altogether, not exceeding
600 quarters. We are preparing to ship part of this by the next steamer to Dublin, and the
remainder will be forwarded next week. But considering the advanced period of the season,
and the slow progress we make in buying, we beg to submit it to your decision whether we
shall continue collecting the rye in these small quantities, or wait for further instructions.
have bought in Scotland some small lots of here for seed, which will be here in a few

We

days.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The Castle, Dublin, November

3,

1846.

much for their importance, but
of the country.
You must observe that
because they breathe the universal
Ireland is without any internal machinery, and to create it in such a moment of
The same cause will I fear, operate against
difficulty, alb at once, is impossible.
orks in carrying out the measure of the Lord Lieutenant’s letter,
the Board of
and I doubt much if it can be carried out. I cannot imagine how they will provide a sufficient machinery of superintendence to such numerous works, or how
I

send you two documents

to-day, not so

spirit

W

allocated for the whole barony into its numerous compartments.
month of great pressure, and I beg to repeat to you my anxious
have a supply of a thousand quarters at Belmullet, and the same quantity

divide the

This

sum

will be a

desire to

at Cliffden.
I have this

morning a strong case of the Union workhouse at Inistymon in
County Clare, who with 670 paupers are without supplies, and their contracI send them an
tors have refused to continue to act on their agreements.
The workhouse at Scariff,
order to receive five tons of meal from Galway.
County Clare, near the Shannon, is as badly off, but they have supplies for about
ten days.
I must evidently furnish them with the necessary provisions which
they require.
At Galway, the poorhouse is in great distress, or likely to be so,
Therefore, there is, I think, a necessity of filling
and’ I must act in like manner.
to a given extent the three depots of Clifden, Westport, and Belmullet, by an

immediate purchase and also to forward supplies to Dublin for Longford and
Banagher.
I assure you that there is a spirit abroad which very little would excite to open
acts, and that there is no real certain way of putting it down but to have at our
;

command, in case of need, the means of placing food at given points for sale. It
would be a great object to hold out until the 1st of January, if possible, or at all
events to the 1st of December, but I am anxious to have the means ready, if the
and I fear it will arise, but I cannot tell at what point.
case arises, to issue at once
In Messrs. Erichsen’s Report, they mention six cargoes expected in November, for
the west coast, and five for Portsmouth and Plymouth and if no accident has
happened to the two first, they may arrive almost immediately, and they are going
to Sligo, where they are much wanted.
But Belmullet, Westport, and Clifden, have little or no immediate expectation
to look forward to, and Banagher and Longford are entirely dependent on your
Longford has a wretched country to provide for, and Banagher not quite
supply.
;

;

This combined with the inflammatory state of the
country, and the difficulty which I know the Board of Works must experience to
carry on business with the classes of people with whom they must act, make me
very anxious to represent to you the necessity of some immediate supplies for the
three western depots and Dublin.
I think the east side, notwithstanding the Report of the Mayor of Waterford,
may be still left to its resources, but they require to be watched, and we must look

so bad, but still very bad.

after the poorhouses,
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I hope you will understand what I mean, that I think in the present excited state
of feeling, there should be immediately sufficient means at all our depots now established, to act, if it becomes necessary, and without creating the excitement
which
would follow any large shipment from Limerick. The existence of that depot,
where it is, contributes much to the quiet of that part of the country, and I should
wish to reserve it for that part of Ireland, say County Clare, down to Skibbereen.
I have tried the flour which I thought yesterday too coarse for bread, both
as
stirabout and in a biscuit, and it is admirable, and if you can succeed in a
large
number of mills at the price you mention, it will be an object of the first importance.
I shall defer for a few days writing to Lord Sligo.
Could not assistance be
granted to those islands for Public Works out of the 50,000/. ? I mean if Lord
Sligo advances 500/., for a similar sum to be advanced from it on account of
Public Works.
In the present state of feeling, in this country, it is almost necessary to make
an apology for writing or speaking reasonably against popular opinions.
In many instances the farmers will not be persuaded to bring in their produce
for sale until a portion of it has been plundered.

And
induce

with too many classes, that their fears,
to act reasonably.

so it

is

them

and not their

foresight,

I hear that there is a proposal at Galway for a public meeting of the nature
of
that intended to be held at Dublin, signed by all the first people of the county.
I do not know what to say about the pilchards, which are not known here.

The Scotch herrings sell here at
and you know they are large, like

15s. per barrel, averaging

trout.

The market

is

about 760 good

dull at this rate.

fish,'

I will

put the information in the papers, to meet the eyes of the trade, and that
that can be done in it.

is

all

Enclosure.

Copy

of Resolution passed at a

Committee, assembled

Meeting
at

of the Gallen and Costello Relief
Swineford, on Tuesday, 13th October.

Resolved,— That we call upon the Government to establish provision depots in every
parish of the baronies of Gallen and Costello, as we have no confidence in the merchants
of
this county (with the exception of the Westport merchants), as the others have
taken
“

advan-

tage oi the poverty of the people, and have raised food even beyond famine prices, they
have,
and are exacting the pound of flesh; and we, therefore, earnestly solicit the interference of the
Government to prevent the people from starvation, to which they are reduced by beiiw left to
°
the speculation of heartless, selfish merchants.”

To His

May

it

Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, Governor- General of Ireland, &c.

& c.

&c.

please your Excellency,

We, the Guardians of the Poor of the Waterford Union, assembled by special notice at
our Board-room, beg leave most respectfully to represent to your Excellency that we consider
an imperative duty devolves on us to report upon, and specially draw under your Excellency’s
consideration, all matters of urgent importance which relate to the present as well
as the
poor and destitute within our district.
In accordance with this feeling we cannot avoid taking leave to express our serious and
but
too well founded apprehensions that the total loss [of the potato crop, hitherto unwisely
relied
on as the staff of life in Ireland, requires immediate and extraordinary legislative measures
to
a more than probable scarcity of human food throughout the land.
should not, under ordinary circumstances, desire to interfere with the general principles
of free trade, but as there is no rule without an exception, so we believe
future prospects of the

avert, as far as possible,

We

that the present alarmemergency at once forcibly presents a powerful one in regard to Ireland, that should
operate against the continued drain of corn from this country.
believe that no less than four millions of our fellow subjects will require the substitute
of daily bread for their subsistence in lieu of the potato for the ensuing year
that the labouring poor ot this district will be more or less involved
in the general vortex of distress and
absolute want of food
that our poor-house is already over crowded beyond the number for
which it ivas originally constructed
that applications for admission are on the increase, and
ing

We

—

—

that

—

our medical

staff' have reported the danger of attempting further accommodation.
most respectfully implore your Excellency’s favourable consideration of the
very important and justifiable suggestion we now feel
our especial duty to offer, namely,
that all the grain, flour, and meal of Irish produce, should be purchased
by Government, with

We,

therefore,

it.
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the view to establish extensive public granaries and depots of food for the exclusive subsistence
of the labouring poor in Ireland, and that there should be a total cessation of distillation of
that an immespirits from grain, or the alternative, under the peculiar necessity of the case
diate Order in Council should be proclaimed to suspend the exportation of grain, flour, and
meal from Ireland for the ensuing six months, or such further time as Parliament may here'

—

deem

expedient.
believe the effect of such an order would be to materially allay present well-founded
anticipations of danger to the public, as the result would be to retain in every Union a sufficient store for the approaching winter, and thereby enable the operative classes of all grades to
after

We

obtain a regular supply of bread in the several localities, without being kept under the
bondage of anxious suspense awaiting the precarious arrivals of Indian corn from distant ports
of the kingdom.
We believe the agricultural and trading interests would not suffer the slightest depression
from such a benevolent, act of the Government, because the simultaneous employment of the
labouring poor, under the Baronial Sessions Act and Board of Works, would enable them to
purchase food at remunerating prices to the farmer and local speculator in corn, which would
still remain an article of free trade so far as for domestic consumption.
We consider we are but discharging a public duty in bringing these points under your
Excellency’s notice, and which we have no doubt will meet with that attention the pressing
emergency of the case merits, and which we anxiously seek from a well-disposed paternal
Government.
Benjamin N. Wall, D.L. and J.P.
(Signed)

Mayor
Board Room, Waterford,

of Waterford and Chairman Poor
,

Law

Guardians.

October 22, 1846.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.
4

Upon

November

5,

1846.

the receipt of your letter, dated 3rd instant, reiterating your anxious
immediate steps should be taken for the supply of the depots at Cliffden,
Belmullet, and Dublin, orders were sent to Leith to forward to Dublin without
delay, by way of Glasgow, 3000 barrels of barley meal, which we had in store for
the Scotch service, and measures were taken to hasten the dispatch of the two vessels which I have already informed you, were intended to be sent direct from London to Belmullet and Clifden.
I have also made arrangements for increasing our mill-power, the strain upon
which will be greater than ever, now that a portion of the stock which had been
appropriated to Scotland has been diverted to Ireland.
As regards the Union workhouses, the Chancellor of the Exchequer desires
that you will not make any issue from your depots to Boards of Guardians, except
in obedience to an express written order of the Lord Lieutenant, in any case in
which you have reason to suppose that sufficient supplies are in existence in the
farmers’ haggards, or elsewhere in the neighbourhood.
This is a most essential
point, and any concession upon it would bring upon the Government the expense
and, as a necessary consequence, the charge and care of all the poor in the workhouses, in addition to those outside.
The same thing has been already repeatedly
attempted in another way by applying for loans for Governwent, in anticipation of
desire that

the poor-rates.
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return of

the Communications referred by J. N. Redington,
Esq., Under Secretary for
Ireland, to Commissary-General Sir Randolph Routh, from
26th to 31st of October 1846
(both days inclusive).
Also the Answer given to each Class of Application.

I.—APPLICATIONS FOR DEPOTS.
No.

County.

D 6609

Cork

D 7231
D 6963
D *7288

Cork

1

Locality, &c.

.....

Bantry.

Informed that

it

will receive

due consideration.

Mill-street.

....

Galway

Resolutions of Tyaquin Presentment Sessions, praying for four
depots, viz., in Mountbellew, Kilkerrin, Monivea, and Abbey.
it is not now intended to establish depots in
these
localities.
That Relief Committees are relied on for the collection of funds either by subscriptions and donations in
aid, or by
loans, to provide supplies of food, &c.
Instance of loans having

Informed that

been made by proprietors to the amount of £1000 in a remote
western district of Donegal is pointed out, &c.
Kenmare.
Informed that arrangements for the county Kerry are under consideration and will be carried into effect as soon as there
shall be

D 6648
DG243

Kerry
Kerry

D 6648

Kerry

D7187

King’s Co.
Leitrim

D

6308

sufficient supplies in the

.....
....
.

;

D 6565

Kilkenny

....

D

Limerick

....

7238

D 5898 Mayo

Commissariat magazines.

Kilcoleroan.

Simila answer as above.
Ballyroan.

.

JlrumsDn.
Correspondent requests to be placed in charge of a depot at Drumsna
Informed that the depot opened temporarily there was found
unnecessary when the mills obtained supplies of water, and that
where depots shall be found necessary in remote districts, they
will be in charge of Commissariat officers, or of the
constabulary.
Barony of Gowran.
Treasury Minute of 31st August last is forwarded, as showing that
depots are only to be formed in the remote western districts of
Ireland.

Adare Committee.
Pray for a depot in Limerick.
Westport.
Constant supplies are prayed for.
Deposit.
There is a Commissariat depdt in Westport.

—

D

5881

Ardmore.

Waterford

D 6651

....

Wexford

The county is in a lamentable state.
Treasury Minute of 31st August last is forwarded as precluding the
formation of depots in those parts of the country accessible to
trade supplies through the ports, from Cork, along the eastern
coast, to Londonderry.
Barony of Shelbourne.
Ask directions as to the application of the funds of Relief Committees.

Treasury Minute
structions

is

is

forwarded, &c.

likewise forwarded,

—A copy of

and

the sanctioned inattention directed to the rule

for the application of the funds, &c.

II.— APPLICATIONS
No.

D

FOR MEAL, FOOD,

County.

7096

Cork

&c.

Locality, &c.

.....

Crookhaven.
Lord Bernard forwards a

letter

from

this district representing serious

distress.

D 6637 Galway

Mayo

Printed

image

digitised

.

.

,

Oughterard.

Informed that Indian meal is now at a higher price than home corn
that it is more advantageous to purchase home corn food ; and it
is suggested, that it should be brought into use in sufficient quantity for the present wants of the population.
Crosmolina.
Unless food be provided at a cheap rate many will perish.
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Return of Communications, &c.

III.— APPLICATIONS
County.

No.

D

FOR GRANTS.

Tyrone

7191

.

Locality, &c.

.

.

.

i

Clogber Committee.

Forward a certified list of subscriptions amounting
and solicit a grant in aid.
£70 is recommended.

D

Fermanagh

7260

•

.

to

£143

2s. 6d.,

Code Committee.

•

Forward

a certified list of subscriptions,

£60

is

recommended on £120

and

solicit

a grant.

12s. 6 d. collected.

IV.—PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.

D 6963
D

7231

D

7290

Locality, &c.

County.

No.

Adrigole.
The necessity of
purpose.

Cork

Cork

more extensive works, with suggestions

.

.

.
.
j

Heads of Ansiuers

for this

—

Mill-street.
j

Queen’s
1

Urges the necessity of immediate works.
Mountrath.
Immediate works are prayed for.

—

:

.»

That the Commissary-General Sir R. J. Routh has not cognizance of the arrangements for
carrying on the Relief Works, and that the communications are accordingly forwarded to the Board
of Works.
Board of Works, who are to
II. That forms for labour lists are to be supplied by local officers of
their communications are therefore forwarded to that Board.
issue the tickets
I.

;

V.— RELIEF COMMITTEES.
County.

No.

1)7176

Locality, &c.

Cork

Kildorrery.

Can he appoint
states that the Secretary has resigned.
a paid one ? Irregularities, &c., have crept into the accounts, &c.
Informed that these statements are substantially the same as those
made on a former occasion, and to which replies were given ; and
the information already conveyed, it is presumed, may meet the
difficulties referred to ; that any further information will be
Chairman

D 6962

Kildare

D 6953

Waterford

supplied, &c.

....
.

.

I

Castledermot.
A Relief Committee is urgently necessary.
Kinsalebeg.
of a Relief Committee is requested.

The formation

VI.—MISCELLANEOUS.
County.

Kildare

....

Locality, &c.

Naas Committee.

.

Request information as to the formation of future Committees, and the
disposal of funds on hand, amounting to £275.
Informed that when the Lieutenant of the County shall signify approval of
out by
the Committee, the fund may be applied in the manner pointed
That as Commissariat depots cannot be formed in any
the Instructions.
the
part of the eastern division of Ireland, it would be advisable for
Committee to provide food for sale in the Naas district, allowing a comon
mission for storing and selling, &c. Attention is directed to papers
Treasury
the means of providing cheap food from home corn ; also to the

Minute of 31 st August last, which requires that the food provided
Committees shall be sold as nearly as possible at market prices.
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continued.

— MISCELLANEOUS —continued.
Locality, &c.

Sligo

Drumcliff.
Letter of Inspecting Lieutenant of Coast Guard,
stating,—That wheat is an
average crop ; oats and barley are considerably
below average.
The
potato is a complete failure.
Distress is general, and work loudlv
J called
for, &c. &c.
Deposit.

.

Queen’s Co.

Mountrath Memorial.
Praying for a grant in aid of subscriptions amounting to
£130, collected for
the purpose of providing food to be sold at reduced prices.
parties are referred to the Treasury Minute
of 31st August last,—and
informed that donations are only to be made on subscriptions
placed at
disposal of Relief Committees formed by
Lieutenants of Counties. That
these bodies are required to sell the food provided
by them as nearly as
possible at market prices.
Instructions are forwarded, as also papers on
means of providing supplies of cheap food from home
corn.
The advantages of husbanding the funds which have been
collected are pointed out
and of placing them at the disposal of a Relief Committee

The

for providing

auxiliary supplies of food, successively, throughout
the present r
period

ot distress.

Commissariat Relief

Dublin

Castle,

Office,

November 's, 1846.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from 29th to 31st

I— APPLICATIONS FOR

'

October, 1846, both days inclusive.

DEPOTS.
Locality, &c.

Ballyjamesduff.
Attention is directed to the Treasury Minute,
31st August last, with
reference to the districts intended for the
establishment cf depots
observing that in other parts of the country
it is expected that
funds will be found, either by subscriptions
and government donations in aid, or by loans, to be employed
by Relief Committees
providing auxiliary supplies, &c. That in

m

one remote district
Donegal a fund has been recently formed, including:
loans
amounting to 1000/., &c. The principle of sales by
commission
is recommended and detailed.
ot

6775

Donegal

.

.

Dunfanaghv.
Suggestion that a Government steamer should be
employed to transport food to the Coast-Guard stations for
sale; complain of remoteness of district, &c.
(See answer aunexed).

Donegal

.

Inver.

A

6774

Mayo

small steamer should be employed to transport
food.

There

is

grevious delay in commencing public works.
Informed that the paragraph in his letter, with reference
to public
works, is forwarded to the Board of Works, and
that there is not
at present a steamer available for the purpose
mentioned, &c.
Kilgeeyer Committee pray for the establishment
of a depot at
r
Louisburgh.

(See answer annexed.)

II—APPLICATIONS FOR MEAL, FOOD,

&c.

Locality, &c.

Ballycotton.

Prays for a weekly supply of two tons of meal.
Ulla Committee.
Request supplies from the Limerick stores.
Treasury Minute of 31st August last is forwarded
as showing that
the Commissariat supplies are only intended
for the remote western
districts, &c.

2~G
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continued.

Return of Correspondence, &c.

III.—RYE, BERE,
County.

Subject, &c.

.

Miltown Malbay.

Clare

Donegal

BARLEY.

Locality.

Correspondent states that the farmers are grateful for
the supplies of rye, &c., intended for them.
Templecrone Committee How are calculations for the quantities of rye, &c., to

.

be made ?

Galway

.

Galway

.

Limerick

.

Limerick

.

Com-

Templetopher

....
....

.

.

mittee
Ballinakill, &c.. Committee
Kilfinane Committee

Return of

Mayo

Ask

.

may be

forwarded.

Request 10,000 stones of bere and 1500 stones of rye.
Its

Rapeen Committee

.

.

rye, &c., required.

Request the seed, rye, &c.,

price?

and at what time

price, &c.,

rye, &c.,

may

be sup-

plied.

....

Turlow Committee

Are committees merely

.

to

be responsible for the sale of

seed, rye, &c.

Roscommon

Tesseragh Committee

....

Sligo

.

Dromard

....

Ask price of seed, rye, &c.
Asks ditto, and suggests it to be given on the

security

of landlords.

Tipperary

Silvermines, &c.

Tipperary
Tipperary

Cullen, &c., Committee
.

.

and Kilriieedy
Committee .

Inch

.

Upwards of 1000 stones of rye would be planted could
it be now made available.
Request a supply of bere, &c.
Ask for 100 barrels of bere and 300 barrels of rye.

.

Heads of Ans wers
I.

That the

seed, rye, &c., will not be known until the invoices shall arrive with
papers on the culture and use of rye are forwarded for distribution.

cost price of the

the importations

;

meanwhile

II. Copy of circular containing the inquiries! respecting seed, rye, &c., is forwarded, by which it
be observed that they are addressed only to Relief Committees in certain western counties, in consequence of the difficulty of procuring seed in England, and the necessity of sending to the Continent
a supply which at this advanced period of the year cannot be had in large quantities.

will

for

IV.— APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS.
County.

Locality, &c.

Cork

Kilbolane Committee forward a certified

Cork

Ballinspittal

list

amounting

of subscriptions

to

and solicit a grant.
donation of 20Z.'is recommended.

4lZ. 10s.,

A

Forward a

Committee.

certified list of subscriptions

amounting

A donation of 16Z. is recommended.
Kilmichael Committee.
Forward a list of subscriptions amounting to

Cork

to 33Z.,

1 07 Z. 2s.

and

solicit

Gd.,

and

a grant.

solicit

a

grant.

Informed that until an account for the late period of
ceived in the form supplied, a grant cannot be made.
list

distress shall

A

be

re-

certificate to the

received is likewise requested.

O’Brien’sbridge Committee.
Forward a certified list of subscriptions, amounting to 66 Z., and

Clare

solicit

a do-

and

solicit

nation.
33Z. is

Galway

.

.

.

recommended.

Ballinakill Committee.

.

Forward

certified lists of subscriptions, viz.

91Z. for Ballinakill, and

«

61Z. for

Donations are
45Z.

Westmeath

«

•

.

Woodford

district.

solicited.

and 30Z. are respectively recommended.

Castletowndelvin Committee.

Forward a certified list of subscriptions, amounting
a grant.
57Z. is recommended.
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continued.

V.— PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.
County.

Armagh

Locality.

Subject, &c.

Armagh Committee

.

Cavan

Virginia Committee

.

Clare

Miltown Malbay Com-

.

Urge

the necessity for immediate works.
Complain of delay in works, and of the want of overseers and tools, &e.

Pray

for additional works.

mittee.

Cork

Clonakilty Committee

Galway

.

Galway

.

Mayo

.

Request a number of forms of registry

Cregg Committee

Kilkenny
King’s County

Ballyragget

are dying

for labourers.

Works

are insufficient ; outrages have already been committed, &c.
The necessity for immediate works is urged.
Urge the necessity for immediate works.

.

Ballyroan Committee
Turlow Committee

.

,

Men

Additional works are urgently required.

Com-

Clontibret, &c.,
mitee.

Complain of delay in furnishing forms

.

for registering of

labourers.

Waterford
Waterford

Lismore, Tullow
Carrickbeg Committee

.

Resolution forwarded relating to reproductive works.
Complaint of irregularity in paying labourers on public
works; that 70 out of 500 are employed, &c. Pray
for assistance for widows and orphans.
Forwarded to the Board of Works ; and the parties are
informed, with respect to widows and orphans, that
they should be induced to resort to the workhouse of
the union.

.

.

Heads of Answers
I. That the Commissary-General Sir R. Routh has not cognizance of the arrangements for carrying
on the Relief Works, and that the communications are accordingly forwarded to the Board of Works.
II. That forms for labour lists are to be supplied by local officers of the Board of Works,
who are to
communications are therefore forwarded to that Board.

issue the tickets, their

VI.— COMMITTEES SANCTIONED BY LIEUTENANTS OF COUNTIES.
No.

6760
6735
6733
6733
6733
6734
6734
6734
6734
6734
6734

County.

Donegal
Kilkenny
Kerry
Kerry
Kerry
Tyrone
Tyrone
Tyrone
Tyrone
Tyrone
Tyrone

....
....

Locality.

Killeybegs

Barony

ol

Callan, &c.

Tarbert
Listowel

....
....
....
....
....
....

Liselton

Five Districts,

viz.

:

Omagh
Dungannon
Fourmiletown
Clogher
Strabane

VII— BOOKS, PAPERS, &c.
No.

6754
6756
6846
6850
6755
6758
6766
6790
6791
6793
6751
6794
6763
6770
6764
6845
6844
6851
6762
6759
6847

Printed

image

County.

Locality.

Cavan
Cavan

Kings Court
Cavan

Cavan
Cavan

Loughton, Lower, Committee

.....

Cork
Donegal
Donegal
Donegal
Donegal
Donegal
Galway
Galway
Kilkenny
Kilkenny

Kilcar, &c., do.

Donouglunore do.
Crossroads, Dunfanaghy
Ballinakill, &c., Committee

....
....

....
....

Mayo

Ballinasloe
Inistioge for sub-districts of barony of

Ida

Barony of Gouran
Rathangan Committee
Swords do.

Moydow

do.

Kilflynn do.

B allinrobe

Sligo

Tipperary

digitised

do.
do.

Donegal Committee

Kildare

Dublin
Longford
Limerick

Ballinagh

New Glanmore
Stranorlan

....

Carbery Committee
Kilcooley, &c., do.
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continued.

VII.— BOOKS, PAPERS, &c .—continued.
Locality.

County.

No.

6848
<iS20

6780
6792
6795
6S49

Donegal
Tipperary
Tipperary

Waterford
Wexford
Wexford

....
....
....

Killygarvon Committee
Cullen, &c., do.

Mullinahone do.
City Committee
Nevvtownbarry Committee

Ambrosetown

Books, Papers, &c.,

to

do.

be forwarded where Committees are constituted, in accordance with the
sanctioned Instructions.

MISCELLANEOUS.

VIII.

—Answers.

Subject

Locality.

Kerry

Caherciveeen

.

.

Resolutions of Guardians to the effect that they are
compelled, owing to the scarcity of provisions, to
reject the majority of applicants for admittance to
the poor-house.

.

(Forwarded by the
Poor-Law Commissioners).

Deposit.

Bandon Committee

.

I

Resolution

is

forwarded, complaining of the enormous
and the necessity of a Government

price of food,

depot

;

also asking for assistance to their funds, &c.

that labourers on relief works have laboured for a
fortnight or three weeks and received no money.
That the
result in many cases.

Death has been the

officers are too few, &c. &c.
Correspondent is informed that the arrangements of the Commissariat
depots have been fully explained in the letters addressed to him on the 5th
and 10th instant. That if a list of any subscriptions available on the 1st
ultimo, or collected since, shall be transmitted in the manner pointed out by
the sanctioned instructions, a grant in aid shall be recommended; but a
donation cannot now be made on any subscriptions expended before the 1st
That an
ultimo, as the accounts of that period have been finally closed.
extract, with reference to labourers, &c., on the relief works, will be made and
forwarded without delay to the Board of Works, to whose department the
execution of the relief works exclusively belongs.
The Medical attendant appointed by the Central Board
.
Ballinasloe Union
,

of Health applies for his salary as such.
Informed that on application to Assistant-Commissary-General at Galway
be paid.
The Secretary of the Local Relief Committee requests
.
.
.
.
that the Commissary-General will recommend him to
the consideration of the Committee, with a vieiv to
remunerating him for his past services, &c. They
have already named 60?.
Informed that as the proposal to pay correspondent is not now offic ally
before Sir Randolph J. llouth, and no reference having been made to him
upon it by the Committee, there is not any proper opening for such a commuj

it

will

Mallow

!

nication as desired.

.1 Urges the necessity of appointing an efficient secretary.
The appointment of such a person by the Vice-Lieuis opposed by the late Secretary.
the

Galway

Inniscaltra

Galway

tenant of
county
A letter is written to the late secretary of the committee, stating that a
person having been appointed as secretary by the Vice-Lieutenant of the
county, all papers and books forwarded to him from the Commissariat Relief
CorOffice for the use of the Committee, are to be transferred to the latter.
respondent (the chairman) is informed accordingly.
What fund is available for the payment of secretaries
Ballinasloe
.
.

.

.

|

.

J

and clerks of Relief Committees ?
Referred to 28th section of the printed instructions.
Memorial of widows, praying for relief, forwarded by
Mr. Michael Nolan, Castleblakenv.
Referred to a letter addressed 28tli instant, to Rev. Mr. M'Gauvran and
Rev. Mr. Noon, on receipt of a similar application through them on the part
of one of the parties now concerned.
Tanragoe, Dromore
A lady has collected 23t. for relief of the poor ; intends
to expend it on the purchase of flax to employ women,
(West).
I

Galway

Barony of Tyaquin

1

.

j

Sligo

.

I

I

&c.,

Informed that grants

and

m aid.

a grant
only given by

solicits

Lord-Lieutenant on sub-

in aid are
the
scriptions placed at the disposal of Relief Committees, according to the inThat if the sum collected be transferred to the comstructions (inclosed).

mittee of the district, they can obtain a donation in the usual course, and
no doubt, undertake to give employment in the way contemplated.
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VII I.
County.

—MISCELLANEOUS

continued.

Locality.

,“

Subject

Kilkenny

Danesfort Committee.

Limerick.

Adare Committee.

t

|

.

I

— Answers.
'

map of Shillelogher Barony.
supplied to the Relief Office for distribu-

Request an index

that these

ma P s

are

^t

Request a consideration of
with a view to a grant in

their
aid,

former subscriptions,
not having, during the

|

P ast season, solicited any donation.
Informed that the Secretary of the Adare Belief Committee
was apprised of
the course that should be taken for obtaining a
donation as alluded to, but no
was subsequently made ; that it will not now be
possible to obtain
a grant on the subscriptions
'

application

expended within the past season of distress but
on any that may have been collected since the 31st
of August, or since pl’aced
at the disposal of the Relief Committee,
&c.
Tullyhunco.

I

Jxiilysnanara.
[

^rm

.t
tjie

ar

f

.

t,

Requests directions with respect to the forms of fumishjng accounts of committees.
observing that as the subscription lists came
from

for 'varde<i >

Central Committee, and their amounts stand
undivided in the records of
tins office, with the proportionate
donations, it would be desirable to have an
account from the Central Committee founded on
those of the sub-districts.
Untrath, &c., Parishes
Request that this district be constituted one of relief, &c.
Referred to the Lieutenant of county, as the
formation of Relief Districts
rests with him.
A copy of sanctioned instructions is forwarded,

Tipperary

.

!

as showing
that where parishes are in more than one barony,
separate registries are to be
of applicants requiring employment.

made

.Enclosure.

Mr. Stanley

to the

Rev.

Hugh M‘Faden.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

Dublin Castle, October 30, 1846.
Sir Kandolph J. Houth begs to state in reply
to your leher of
•i
athe 2/th
instant, this day received, that in recommending
the present use oVhonie corn to the
population ot your district as being cheaper than Indian
corn, he relied on the means which
even the most remote parts of the county Donegal
possess of obtaining supplies from other
places through the evert, ons of persons whose
interests are involved in the general welfare
and
although your parish may bo so much as thirty miles
from Letterkenny, even that distance is
not any obstacle to tragic in food.
Districts in the south of Ireland, much more
remme fem
hoik than yours is from Letterkenny, obtained from
Cork during the past season of distress
S ° n whl ° h the
P°P u ’ atl0n mainly subsisted, and all were provided by Relief Commilt
c

When Government depots can be opened in Donegal, they will not
be established in more
than a very few localities, to w hich necessarily the
population must proceed for the purchase
ot supplies, it Committees will not form
funds to provide them in each Relief District
There
is, however, reason for hoping that
this will be done, as already several funds
have beenformed3
anu amongst them one including loans amounting
to 1,000Z.
616 subscri ,lions for ,he
l

formed

With

obJ ect

™mot be obtained,

it is

hoped that Loan Funds may be

respect to Public

hoiks, to which

all the

Works, an extract from your letter will be forwarded to the Board
of
arrangements for providing employment are committed.

Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. Garvey.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

Dublin Castle, October 30, 1S46.
I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 28th instant, with the
resolution adopted at a late meeting
of the Kilgeever Relief Committee, and I
to state
mat n is not intended to establish, now, a depot in Louisburgh.

am

1
Committee are requested to consider the adoption of means for forming
a relief fund, either
y subsciTptions or loans, or both, to be employed in providing supplies of food to be sold
for
™ lttee 0,1 commission at prices to be fixed by them sufficient to repay the first cost,
charges, and a commission allowance of
51. per cent.
Relief funds for this object have
been formed in remote districts of Donegal, and in one of
Cre “ aVe be<?n collected in addition
to
the
subscriptions,
’
loans amounting to
mOl
'

»

"if,
„
wuh
all

m

a
of
lief funds
the population in the counties of Cork, Clare, Limerick, and
:
T\ fvpm
lf
,
y, obtained large supplies of food in the past season of
distress, and the Committees there
aie suit pursuing the
same beneficial course.
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Deputy Commissary- General Major

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
November

3,

1846.

Lucius Curtis,
reference to the annexed copies of a note from Sir
the honour
Rear-Admiral Superintendent, and the enclosures referred to, I have
of Her Majesty s Ireato report for the information of the Lords Commissioners
the 12,000 to Id, 000 salms
sury, that I have declined authorizing the purchase of
Murray’s letter at Alexandria
of Indian corn, alluded to in the Honourable C.
objections, stated
on account of the risk of its heating on board ship, and other
annex.
in my answer to Sir Lucius, a copy of which I also
delivered them
The mule Mills at the Navy Bakery are at work, and I have
arrival ol a cargo
500 salms of Indian corn, I am hourly in expectation of the
the 19th ultimo, deliverof Levant corn, of from 7 00 to 800 salms, agreed lor on
This morning I
6d.
able on the wharf, at the Victualling Yard here, at 32s.
delivery in all Dehave entered into an agreement with the same person lor the
salms ol Naples
cember of 500 salms of Levant Indian corn at 32s. 6 cl, and 400
best quality,
Indian corn at 34s. 2d. per salm, the latter being considered the very
and always at Is. 8 d. or 2s. higher than that from the Levant.
As it is now generally known we are the purchasers, I have no doubt all the

With

port, and o tiered
Indian corn at Alexandria and the Levant will be shipped to this
barley have passed
at the prices I am now paying ; many cargoes of wheat and
daily increasing; but
this port to England and France, the prices of which are
liable to heat
not those of Indian corn, it being a grain, when unground, so very
so distant a
on board ship, merchants are not willing to speculate with it to
on arrival.
market as England, but will readily engage to deliver it at this place
Wheat 43s. to 4os. lrom
The present prices may be quoted as iollows, viz.
and Indian corn
the Black Sea Egyptian, 32s. to 35s. ; Barley, 22s. to 25s. ;
:

—

;

.
32s. to 35s. per salm.
,
,
can be made
Until the whole of the mills are at work no correct calculation
statement in Sir Lucius
of the quantity of grain required ; but agreeably to the
salms per month for the
Curtis’ note, I am preparing for the supply of 2,600
.

.

present.

Enclosure.
Sir L.

Curtis

to

Deputy Commissary-General Major.
October 29, 1846.

confidential note and enclosure; on the 1st of
I send you a copy of Mr. Murray’s
Valletta,—these will grind trotn
next month we shall have 17 mills available at the Bakery at
11 to 15 salms a-day, working usual hours.
,.
in
stones, working
The mills at the new bakery will be ready next week; with 10 pair of
so much; say for round
hours, we can grind 75 quarters of com; I conclude Indian corn not
exclusive of the private
numbers, at both places, between 80 and 90 quarters per day. This is
not until some meal is sent in.
mills ; that quantity I have not been able to ascertain, and shall
.

,

,

Alexandria, October 21, 1846.

Sir,

for grain
The intelligence contained in your note of the 17th instant, of the demand
merchants and corn-holders
on the part of the English Government, is no secret among the
month to come ; ireights
here ; prices are already very high, and they are expected to rise for a
enclosed, and shipping is very
are also unusually high, as you will see from the paper herewith
could have made a niucn
If you had been able to give me an official instructional
scarce.
shall be able to make a fortmg i
better bargain for you (or rather for the Government) than I
Government upon the mere
hence but I could not venture to risk a purchase of grain for
;

strength of vour private letter.
,
,
Alexandria just now, who has purchased the greatei
I have seen the most extensive broker in
your reply ; thioug i nm
part of the grain now in the market, and he will not sell until I have
Indian corn; and it
we can obtain 40,000 quarters of. wheat, and 12,000 or 15,000 quarters of
endeavour to get til
your instructions are distinct, and the case pressing as to time, I would
not object io
Pasha to let us have a few of his ships to transport the grain to Malta; he does
must beg you
employ them in this way on receipt of the customary freight, but in this case 1
sending you information
to send me clear official directions, enabling me to act at once.
a
unlikely to vary 10 or 15 per cent, in
is of no earthly use, as prices and freight here are not
the opinion ot me
largely the wants of Ireland are well known ; and

My

week.
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best merchants here is that grain will be much higher
before Christmas.
I send you meanwhile a copy of the state of our gram market, drawn up by
one of our most experienced mer1
chants, and I have likewise transmitted a copy to Lord
Palmerston.
I

Roar -Admiral Sir L.
&c-

Curtis,

am, &c..

(Signed;

Charles Murray.

frc.

OIR ’

Alexandria, October 22, 1846.

E
to

day Ti"

—

l0Wing

pr‘ CeS ° f gra n
P revious t0 the arrival of the English steamer
'

Wheat, 80
Barley, 45

piastres per Ardep., or 31s. per imperial quarter

„

,,

17s. 9d.

Indian corn, 62
24s. 6 d.
„
1 have not heard of any sales since the delivery
of the mail, but the news being favourable
lor grain, &c., 1 hear holders are now demanding for

Wheat, 90 piastres, or 35s. 3d. per imperial quarter.
Barley, 50
19s. 9d.
,,
,,
,,
There is no Indian corn for sale.

The above sterling prices are for the cost of the articles, with all expenses,
put on board "shiri*
*
but exclusive of freight to Malta or England.
At present there is no European vessel in port disengaged and as many
;
cargoes are offering
to all parts freights are very high, say 12s. Ad. per imperial
quarter to England with five netratUity* e ual *° 13s’ 2d~ in fuil; 3s ‘ 6A
P
S a,
1
ffuarter to Malta,
P er salm
rual to“s 9<i in fu§

”

I

.

The Bon. Charles A. Murray,
Sfc.

am, &c..

(Signed)

Thomas Bell.

Sj-c.

Deputy Commissary-General Major

to Sir

L. Curtis.

Commissariat, Valletta, October 21,
1846.
On inquiry I find the Alexandria India corn is very inferior to that of the
Levant and
on board, merchants will not ship it unless sure of a quick sale
After I saw you yesterday I was offered 300 salms at 21s., the sample
of which is verv
inferior to that now grinding, yet, I am told, it is a fair
sample of Alexandria Indian corn
under these circumstances I consider it advisable not to run the risk of
a purchase at Alexandria, but leave it to merchants who may be inclined to make me
an offer of it deliverable here*
particularly as my first purchase of 500 salms is published in
the papers; and I have every
reason to believe I shall find sufficient in this market to supply the
mills, of better
besides, the meal,
my opinion, from the Alexandria corn, would not keep unless kilnquality
dried *
I, therefore, will not purchase any of it so long as the
other is to be had.
so liable to heat

•

•

m

-

Treasury Minute on

the above.

November 13, 1846.
the °?-Cer in cllar e of the Commissariat
S
at Malta, approving of
S
proceedings as reported in this letter.

Mr. Major s

Captain James to Mr. Trevelyan.

Royal Dock Yard, Portsmouth November
4, 1846.
Since you mentioned your wish to
have some specimens of mi Wn8 t
rned OV6 my Iri h sketches and
I have found one of the best
j
description
I
l
S ” ch numbers of stone-masons
at work here, /have
had ornTnut hTh “h ai d as
soon as
is fished I will let you
,

r

,

W?

hut

Ivif
Te

h
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to Captain James.

Mr. Trevelyan

November

Pray

accept

my

5,

1846.

thanks for your kind and valuable assistance in per-

model of a hand-mill lor me.
When you have made one to your liking pray send it to me by railroad.
The top-stone should, I suppose, be raised and depressed by a screw, and should

fecting a

be as heavy as one man can easily turn.
gentleman, sending
I enclose a letter I received from a Scotch
quern after
quern, and I will, if you please, send you your own

examined

me

my

it.

a Shetland
people have

it.

Commissary-General

Hewetson

Mr. Trevelyan.

to

Limerick, November

4,

1846.

stock of Indian meal, in the hands of the trade in Limerick, I regret
very low; we are, therefore, anxiously looking for arrivals, overdue; one
Messrs. Rusforeigner, with 2000 quarters, from the Mediterranean, for

The
to say, is
vessel,’

a

Falmouth for Limerick, three weeks since, and to this date we have no
another went on shore at Milford in the late gale ; this is unforIn the absence of Indian meal, whole wheaten meal,
tunate at such a moment.
the former 18/. per ton,
and some barley meal is substituted, but at a high figure;
Messrs. Russell assure me they will not go higher than 16/. for
the latter 16/.
tons are, however,
Indian meal; other houses, for small quantities of two or three
demanding 17/. Oatmeal is 22/., but this cannot last.
require a detailed report from the
I am anxious the Dublin authorities should
Lieutenants of counties, stating what the Relief Committees in their respective
for obtaining subscriptions
arrangements
their
of
the
nature
and
doing,
are
districts
great disincliand purchasing food. I fear, in many places, there is not only a
non-payment of rents,
nation to subscribe, arising, among other causes, out of the
authority,
but a want of energy; and if, in such places, they are not urged by high
much misery will ensue. On the other hand, in many localities, the Committees
in obtaining
present,
is
difficulty
at
chief
Their
are working hard and well.
a large portion
supplies of food in sufficient quantities, and during the present, and

sell, left

tidings of her

;

of the ensuing month, this difficulty will more or less prevail.
The want of engineers in many of the baronies is a crying evil. I am surprised
for this service.
the Royal Sappers and Miners are not more generally called upon
Their non-commissioned officers are quite equal to the superintendence of the
various works, and are working men, but with such a clamorous, wrong-headed

people to deal with, as the Irish labourers now seeking employment, more especially
in Clare, Tipperary, Limerick, and Kerry, it is sad up-hill work.
The garrison of this city are harassed off their legs by the daily calls for military
Even the labourers on the works
aid from the neighbouring towns and villages.
quit them to join in stopping the transit of grain ; as yet there has not been any
The demonstrations, though most fatiguing to the troops, shew
actual collision.
what they may expect if pushed to extremity. Certainly there is great distress, and
the more severely felt in consequence of the evident indisposition on the part
of the people to shake off the habits of indolence which their previous mode of
life has made so inveterate.
employment,
I hear much on all sides about Public Works which merely afford
and works which will be reproductive the latter, especially drainage, would be a
great benefit to the country. You are of course well informed upon the difficulties
impeding its progress. With the exception of drainage, I cannot in general get a satis“ What have you to propose in the
factory answer to my question on these occasions,
it is

;

shape of other reproductive works which would give the requisite employment.”

I

if
fear the consideration of this point would greatly impede immediate employment
the labour were confined to that of a reproductive nature, but the entire subject is
most intricate and complicated, and as to the expense, if things go on at the present

rate, it will be
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Mr. Trevelyan.
The Castle Dublin, November
,

4,

1846.

I WISH I could send you £he biscuit I had made from the
meal ground by
your mills.
I sent half of it to the Lord Lieutenant, and he told me this
morning
thought it capital, and he was very much gratified with the account
I gave
of your progress in the manufacture of the cheap mills.
I had a visit this morning from the Mr. Davis,
whose letter I sent to

that he

him

you.
I
that the wheat and rye to which he alludes is Archangel wheat, and
his
referees in London, are Clarke, Morgan and Co., an Archangel
commercial
establishment.
He says the price of his wheat is 25s. per barrel of 280 lbs., and
that they would import largely, if they had any, the most distant encouragement.
find

gave him no hopes.

I

grain,

and

grain that
seed

You are aware that the Archangel wheat is a very small
makes a brown bread, but it is a
lbs. per bushel.
the cost ol the rye, here, or barley that you are sending for
'

I believe of inferior quality, and
lies close

Can you

tell

and weighs usually 60

me

&

?

The Lord

Lieutenant asked me to obtain for him the prices of the different
of rice, and he stated that he thought it was a supply very well adapted
Union workhouses, who may be in the condition of the Inistimon workhouse,
whose contractor suddenly refused their supply.
qualities
to

We

did not make any loan to the trade, and in every way a loan is objectionable,
not being final, and leaving to the borrowers the repayment when the article
has
shall certainly never make a loan.
If an exigency were to
in that way, it would be a sale at the current price, but
in this
lias been done.
There was a small arrival to Mr. Russell, and
the other parties procured wheat, and we had no occasion even
to
fallen in value.

We

demand anything
instance, neither

resist their

importunities.
I shall

probably hear to morrow your opinion of the instructions to inspecting
you approve finally of them, we shall act at once, and I am to
have
meeting with the Quartermaster-General, who is to assist me in making

When

officers.

a private

5

out the districts.

have had a deputation from Belmullet and the barony of Erris this morning.
shall be obliged to make issues twice a week there and at Cliffden, not
later than
December, if I can resist as long. I propose in all our beginnings to
adopt this plan, so as to leave an opening for trade and private exertion, of limiting our issues to a given number of days in the week.
Mr. Cummins is gone to
inspect the “ Princess Royal” at Donegal, and the state of her cargo.
I doubt if
we shall succeed in getting it round to Westport. It will require to be examined,
and I think issued by Mr. Dobree, who is going on very well, reducing his issues
to 25 tons weekly, and calling in all his constables and discontinuing the
Coast
Guard, and inducing some of the principal people to turn merchants aud import.
My chief anxiety is Belmullet, Cliffden, and Westport, where I want depots' of
some resistance. I am delighted to see there is a prospect of keeping our
mills
employed at Ballina and Sligo.
I have a long report this morning from Sir John
Burke, from the barony of Leitrim, county Galway, (this is contiguous to Banagher), giving a sad account of the state of that part of the
country, which I
know is very poor and miserable.
I have no intention whilst I can reserve them, to open our
Shannon depots, but
it is time to be prepared in that quarter, as well as the
Connemara aud Mayo ccast.
I am afraid I weary you with these repetitions, but
still it is necessary to* put. you
in possession of the facts.
1

We

the 1st

Sir R.

corn,

At the same
with

Routii

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, November 5, 1846.
Last year there was a man in County Mayo, who refused the yellow Indian
when he was almost at extremity.
all

time, if you like to try
the efficiency in my power.

it,

I shall

most readily carry out the measure

2
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I

am

waiting the result of some inquiries to address you accurately on the

subject of the Coast Guard.
to inspecting
I am quite ready to receive your revision ot the instructions
To-morrow being Friday, and no English post, I shall give up the
officers.

morning to Colonel Bainbrigge for settling the districts, and I hope to. forward
them to you on Saturday.
and
I think Penzance well chosen for the grinding, particularly for Limerick,
our three Mayo depots of Westport, Belmullet, and Cliffden.
We cannot count upon any mill-power at Limerick. It would be better not to
interfere with the trade, if we can avoid it, in those populous towns.
Pray send me the prices of rice for the Lord-Lieutenant, who wishes, I think, to
went down to Besmake a purchase in that article for his own estates.

He

borough

this

morning, and requested

Capt.

Mann

me

to write to him.

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Kilrush,

my

November

5,

1846.

acknowledgments for the copy of the Relief
and thank you very sincerely for the manner in
which you allude to the renewal of my employment in connexion with the present
relief operations, which to me is most gratifying, because I think and believe that
all who may be employed, and do their duty in this interesting service, will at a
future period be enabled to look back with pleasant and thankful feelings.
I

beg

to offer

you

best

Correspondence of last season,

I

very much interested in the welfare of the poor creatures about here,
sufferings can scarcely be described in a letter ; the greatest portion ot my
and from this to Loophead there are but two resident
some few parties living on profit rents, conacre and cottier tenants

feel

whose

district is densely populated,

landlords,

being the very largest proportion, and, of course, under the present affliction, the
Very little wheat is grown comparatively, and that of indifgreatest sufferers.
The oats are light, requiring about 2£ stones to make a stone of
ferent quality.
meal.

fair crop, but the merchants here are exporters, and not for the
There is but one small steam mill, and consequently there is a
The hucksters take advantage, and
obtain supplies of grain food.

Barley a

home market.
difficulty to

prices range higher in consequence.
As yet the people have suffered patientty, at least without any actual outbreak,
though much tempted by some of the evil-disposed, who take every opportunity of

posting exciting notices, copies of two I now send you. The mass of the people
here are quietly disposed, and the tone of the principal speakers at a public
meeting held here on the 2nd instant will, I hope, go far to keep them so. The
first part of it was a meeting of the Relief Committee alone, for the purpose of
pointing out to the Board of Works by letter the absolute necessity of employing
more labourers, the high price of food, and the inadequate supply from want of
mill power, (which I before mentioned), the absence of home market merchants,
and having entirely to rely on Limerick for supplies. The next part of the
meeting was in open court for the purpose of taking into consideration the necesof opening a subscription, the proceeds to be expended in purchasing food and
it at a reduced price to the distressed, a matter I have been pressing on
Committee some time. The meeting consisted of the principal landlord, Col.
Vandeleur, the clergy, magistrates, principal professional and tradespeople. The
Dr. Foley, who is very popular
speeches were most judicious, kind, and firm.
with the lower orders, after pointing out the lolly, and what might have been the
consequence of a meeting of labourers in the town a few days since, and their
refusal to work for the stipulated wages, (they did return to their work,) the value
to them of task-work, and exhorting them not to allow evil councillors to induce
them to forget their obedience to the law, the consequences of breaking it, &c.,
concluded thus in his own words, “ That here we are Protestant and Catholic,
“Conservative and Repealer, Whig and Radical, Landlord, Tradesmen, See., all
“ banded together determined to do all that can be done by us to alleviate the
« distress, while the people remain quiet and obedient, and equally banded and
“ determined to punish those who dare attempt an outbreak.” This was the tone
of the meeting ; about 120/. was then subscribed, and the Rector and Catholic

sity

retailing

the
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Priest desired to go together from door to door and request further subscriptions.
is at it should be.
Wherever I go it is universally admitted that the present
affliction has made a great change in the general feeling of the country
men
;
appear to be finding out their real friends, and the violent anti-English feeling is

Tins

wearing away.

fast

I have

added

to this copies

of communications made to

me

by some of the Committees, and it may be fairly said they appear grateful to the
Government now, and it is to be hoped will continue so. Of course those who fill
the papers with grumbling, because they are now obliged to do what they
ought
to have done long since, are excepted.
have never ceased to impress on every one the necessity of using their
best
exertions to help themselves, and I am happy to say sometimes with good effect.
At Kilkee a man who has been occasionally hired by me as an extra Coast Guard,
set to manufacturing querns, which he gets lOs. and 12s. for; the
stone- there
suits very well.
He has sold several, has more orders, and others are now following his example, so that it is a little trade in its way, and the cottages are
being
I

supplied generally.
They are made of two stones rounded, about 18 inches in
diameter, and 4 to 6 inches thick, picked roughly over the two insides
the
;
lower stone has a small iron spike in the centre, the upper stone a hole in
the
centre about 4 inches in diameter with a piece of wood across, in which there
is a
socket to receive the spike, and in which the stone goes round, into this hole
the
grain is put the upper stone is hollowed round the edges of the centre
hole to
allow the corn to pass between the stones
a handle is fixed close to the edge of
;
the upper stone by which it is driven round, and the whole is placed on
a sheet to
receive the meal thrown off'.
This, they say, will grind about three stone a-day
(one man).
He tells me he has ground horse beans, and that by a little raisin^
ol the stones he is sure he will be able to grind Indian corn
this I will get him^
as it is very desirable the poor should be able to do it, both as regards
deficient
mill power and saving of expense to them.
cargo ol Indian corn (1800 quarters) arrived here yesterday, purchased
at
;

;

A

Antwerp, and

said to be consigned

here for the purpose of being ground by the
steam-mill before alluded to, and sold out in this locality my only fear
;
arises
from the little dependence to be placed on the mill owner.
found his promises
could not be relied on last season, and more than once he placed Sir
Edward

We

Coffin in some difficulty as to supplies
however, I hope for the best; it’s a good
;
beginning and of vast importance if others can by it be induced to follow
the
example.
I am now trying to bring about an arrangement between
Colonel
V andeleur the lord of the soil, and Mr. Robinson, a Limerick merchant (aquaker),
who expresses a wish to erect a steam-mill of good power here, import, and

keep*

it in lull work by that and home produce
the former appears quite alive to the
;
importance ol such an establishment as a public benefit, and the latter as to
its
being a profitable speculation. Anything in this way must do good, and it
appears
to me a legitimate line for me to move in, some who can
afford it are promising
to. buy the small mills at a cost from 3/. to 51. each, and
employ their boys in
grinding with them, the first will do about 20 stone a-day, this would afford
both

employment and

profit.

My object in writing is to endeavour to show to you, that my best exertions are
up to what I suppose the spirit of the Government instructions, which I
have no doubt have been wisely and well considered, and your kind letter
induces
me to think I ought to explain the course 1 have pursued, and intend to continue
under the renewal of my employment.
to act

much interested in a consideration of the present road contract and prehaving mentioned it to Sir E. Coffin, perhaps he has alluded to
;
alraid of tiring your patience by entering into it
but it appears to me
;
change would serve the poor by providing money payment wages at present
;
is a very bad specimen of the truck system.
I beg to repeat my thanks for your gratifying letter.
I leel

sentment system
it.

I

am

that a
it

Enclosure.
“
you.

Fellow men,

Men and

e are, at tins

of all creeds and classes, from the depth of our distress we cry unto
brethren, to you we send our cries, in the hope of obtaining a favourable hearing.
moment, almost within the precincts of frantic despair. We make our appeal
Policemen, we appeal to you.
Whether we have hitherto demeaned

hereby to humanity.

2
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ourselves to your entire satisfaction in our obedience to the law, we know that there are many
generous, and tender-hearted ; to you, therefore, as the only true
can send our cries to our beloved Sovereign, we principally address

among you noble-minded,
medium through which we

We

We

are led to hope that the Lord Lieutenant would
ourselves.
appreciate your services.
have, ere now, rescued us from the jaws of merciless famine; but alas! alas! we are disappointed. Make haste, then, and make known our situation, our woes, and our wants, to the representative of that Queen, to whom and for whom we hereby swear unalloyed allegiance and love.

Tell her, through her Viceroy, that her faithful Irish subjects are starving ; that those termed
landlords are forcing them to pay enormous rents, by compelling them to sell the small quantity
Ask her will the Queen of the British Empire sull'er herself now and
of grain, their only food.
for ever to rest under the odium from all nations of the civilized world of suffering so brave, so
hope she will
loyal, and so generous a people to fall victims to famine and pestilence.
not; we believe she will not. Landlords, for your own sakes we implore you not to demand
rents ; we ask you to refund without delay ; if any you have received, to refund same, as in
You who are tenants, pay no rents, or you
default you shall be dealt with as you deserve.
Famine leaves no
shall suffer.
Creditors, have mercy for a season, that you may find mercy.
law on the statute book, deprives religion of her consoling virtues, tears asunder the ties of friend-

We

makes the most passive furious and reckless of danger.”
This notice was found posted on Doubey Chapel, on Sunday last, by Sub-Constable Vinch,

ship, and

of the

Mount Rivers station.

Second Notice, found
“ Notice

Monday

is

hereby given,

to

at

the

same time and

place.

the needy and distressed in this parish, to assemble on

at the Kilrush workhouse, in order to be admitted themselves and their families, and
be willing to commit depredations, slaughter cattle, open stores and farmer’s yards,

if refused, to

before they die of hunger.
“ N.B. One of these is sent to every parish in the Union.”

Mr. Trevelyan

to Capt.

Mann.
Novcviber

Pray
and
I

its

accept
Enclosures.

am much

my

thanks for your interesting

letter, dated the

9,

1846.

5th instant,

interested at finding that you have induced a person at Kilkee to set
I think likely to prove a valuable resource

up a manufactory of handmills, which

emergency, and even to become permanently useful, especially for
grinding fresh Indian meal for daily consumption, according to the practice in the
countries in which Indian corn already forms a staple article of popular food.
I have several of the most experienced persons in this country employed in preparing models of cheap stone handmills, which will be shortly sent to Sir R. Routh,
in order that he and those with whom he is in communication may select one or
more, which we may make our standard, and call for contracts ; and I shall be
obliged to you to send Sir Randolph, as soon as you conveniently can, one of your
mills, in order that he may have it to compare with mine.
You can charge the
cost of it in your accounts.
in the present

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
November

6,

1846.

I had three more model hand-mills brought to me by my workmen to-day,
one of which surprised me, by the quantity of good flour it threw out. Several improvements have been made in the mode of feeding it, &c. ; and I have every expectation that, by the application of some slight expedients, suggested by the skill of
modern times, this simple machine of our ancestors may be turned to really
useful account at the present time.
I have another model to receive from Mr. Corcoran, the most extensive manufacturer of mill-stones in London, and more than one from Captain James, of
the Royal Engineers, who is employing on this object some of the most

workmen in the Royal Dockyard at Portsmouth ; and when all these
models are ready, I shall send my foreman to you with them ; and I shall be
obliged to you to submit them all to the Lord Lieutenant, and to select, with his
Excellency’s concurrence, one or more of them, which I shall make my standard,
and call for contracts for any number that may be considered advisable.
skilful
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We

are using all possible despatch in this matter.
I have applied to Mr. Erichsen for the information which the Lord Lieutenant
wishes to have, in regard to the prices of the different qualities of rice ; but,
judging from what I hear in my own household, of the increased price of this
article, I doubt whether it will be applicable to the use of Union workhouses.

Messrs. Erichsen to Mr.

Trevelyan.

110, Fenchurch Street,

November

7,

1846.

We

have the honour to state, in reply to inquiries from Sir Randolph
Rout.h, according to the extract of his letter of 4th instant, forwarded to us
First. Archangel wheat cannot be imported until July next, as the navigation
does not open there before May : at present the value of good Archangel wheat is
about 48s. to 49s. per quarter, being generally of low quality, and inferior to other
descriptions of wheat.
Second. That the new rye for seed, which we are now shipping on board the
“ Prince of Wales,” for Dublin, consists of many small lots, the prices of which
vary from 46s. to 54s. per quarter.
Detailed invoices will be furnished for Sir
R. Routh’s information.
The Secretary of the Steam Navigation Company having refused to take corn,
we have been obliged to charter the said sailing-vessel, and we hope to get her off
on Wednesday or Thursday.
expect daily, from Scotland, 144 bags, or 72
quarters here for seed, which will go by the same vessel.
Third. As to rice, the prices have got up here somewhat latterly
they are,
however, 1/. per ton lower than they were some time ago.
The stock of rice in London, this day, is 84, 170 bags, against 29,441 in 1845.
The price is 17?. to 19/. per ton for good qualities.
:

—

We

:

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

November

7,

1846.

feel much obliged to you for the activity you have given to my request,
feel much relief from the certainty of a supply to these most interesting
I

and I
points.

have to make in which the remedy is not complete, is the
total want of mills at Belmullet, and I shall send there two of our large handmills, and if you have any of your inventions ready, it would be a fit opportunity
to try and to test them.
There is not a poorer country in Ireland, more backward,
or more uncivilised, and they could not afford to pay a high price.
At Clifden,
and at Westport, there are resources in mills, though not in number equal to the

The only remark

wants of the people.
the depots of

I

Your supply

also to

Dublin

will enable

me

to

commence

Longford and Banagher.

With regard to the Union workhouses, I so entirely concur with your views,
and resisted it so successfully last year, that of course 1 shall not fall unwittingly
into the error.
You know what a poor county Clare is, and the contractors to
the Inistymon workhouse suddenly and without notice threw up their contracts,
giving them no time for preparation.
The chief Poor Law Commissioner called
on me with this report, stating that there were (547 paupers, of which, about 60
were sick with fever, suddenly deprived of all subsistence, and must be sent away
from the workhouse, unless we could give them temporary assistance.
In this
case I consented to give them an order for five tons on the Galway depot at the
current price, but I have not heard that the issue has been made.
About three weeks ago, in a deputation from Galway, the deputy chairman of
the Board of Guardians of that town made application for a supply to the workhouse, but I declined entering into its consideration.
I was also giveu to understand, but not officially, that the workhouse at .Scariff, county Clare, on the banks
of the Shannon, had only 10 days supply, but this was an on dit, not officially
applied for, and it passed off without further remark.
This is all that has occurred on this subject, and I have no information even
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that the permission to
is a wretched country,

buy five tons
and I doubt

Inistymon has been acted upon, though
they have the means to pay for it.

for
if

it

you the set of instructions first issued oi 24th September, with the first
and the second addition. I cannot give you the correspondence, for it
chiefly conversation, or letters addressed to the Lord Lieutenant, or passages
in letters, which would require much time to extract ; but, in fact, it was chiefly
I send

addition,

was

conversation.

With respect to the rye we must be satisfied with what we have, and my own
opinion is, that it is too late sown now, and would not produce an early crop. Bere
must be the substitute, and Mr. Labouchere is desirous of directing our views in
that channel.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.

November
I

shall be obliged

to

you

for

9,

1846.

any suggestions which you, or the gentle-

for the improvement ot this table
men immediately about you, may have to
of weights and measures connected with corn.
From a letter I have received to-day from Captain Mann, it appears that he has
induced a person at Kilkee to set up a manufactory of querns, which he sells at
in order
10s. to 12s. each; and I have requested Captain Mann to send you one,
that you may have it ready to compare with those which Mr. Cubitt’s foreman will
show you, for he is the person whom I have employed to superintend my

make

workmen.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Blamire.
Treasury November
,

7,

1846.

information communicated by Professor Lindley and Mr. Shepherd
not meet our object, which is, to
is very interesting and important, but it does
obtain the experience of the whole country on the occasion of the two last failures
of the potato crop, which we propose to do through the Boards of Guardians in
England, and the corresponding functionaries in Scotland; and you will perhaps
be so kind as to draw up for us, in communication with Professor Lindley, and
other gentlemen whose advice you may consider likely to be useful, a moderate
number of specific queries calculated to collect the result oi the observations which
have been made in every part of the country, as to the particular kinds of potatoes,
the period of planting, the kind of soil, the mode of cultivation, &c., which have

The

to answer best.
The queries should be as few as possible, and each separate query should be
confined to one distinct point.

been found

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The
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honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the weekly
return of the Commissariat depots in Ireland, and also a statement of the amouut
of donations and of the sums subscribed up to the 7th instant.
I
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Enclosure.

Weekly State

of Provisions, &c., in the several Depots in Ireland,
on the Evening of
Saturday, 7th November, 1846.

R. J. Routii, Commissary- General.
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Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

November

Castle, Dublin,

1846.

9,

There must, I think, he some mistake in the memorandum you send me
had been
under date of Friday, November 6, 3 o’clock, that a further purchase
and that
made at Liverpool of 625 barrels Indian corn meal at 28a. per quarter,
to complete the purchase
Messrs. Erichsen had given instructions to their agents
engage a vessel without delay,
allin a to the extent of 100 tons meal, and
for
want no
we
not
Ballina,
as
and
intended
been
I presume Westport must have
and which we
meal at Ballina, which is one of the largest mill sites in Ireland,
grinding.
occupy as a Commissariat post, chiefly for the purpose of
quarters Galatz, per “ Invincible,’
I make due note of the purchase of 18571
ordered to Sligo ; and as the weather
at 57 s. 6 d. per quarter, arrived at Cork, and
and the wind moderate, I anxiously look forward for some -of our ex-

B

•

_

is

now

fine,

.”
think our difficulty will be “ quantity
pected arrivals, for I
hope they may may be sufficiently
I shall be glad to see your mills arriving, and I
The common
moderate in price to be within the means of the labouring classes
quern in Kerry costs 3a-. 6d., but I cannot get one in this neighbourhood.
possible I may have it in time
I have sent the instructions to be printed, and it is
As there is no
to send you this evening, if not it will go to you to-morrow.
is quite time
districts.
It
the
up
shall
strive
to
draw
I
to-morrow,
post
London
'

'

still

were in movement.
places to the
I think I may fairly include in the Londonderry district all those
&e., indeed all
east of the Donegal Mountains, such as Miltord and Letterkenny,
which is the
east of Dunfanaghy, as places drawing their supplies from Derry,
exception on this
fact in ordinary years, and there is no reason for making an
that all this

occasion.

Our

inspecting officers will be well employed, and I should think there would
for Captain Stopford.
mention that the 5 tons of meal granted to
I. forgot to
was a supply for about 12 to 15 days, to allow them

be quite room

In my note of Saturday
the Inystimon workhouse

time to come to an understanding with their contractors, for which Mr. Smith
O’Brien became guarantee.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle.,

Dublin, November 10, 1846.

have
send you the six copies of the instructions as you desire, on which I
suggesting to you in preference the
only two remarks to make; first, as to No. 8,
less subject to
terms of the Treasury Minute, which are, I think, more clear and
I

misinterpretation.

,
markets, witn
No. 8 says selling “ at the current prices prevailing in the nearest
The Treasury Minute says that
a reasonable addition for the cost of conveyance.”
private trader selling at the
the sale “ should be at such prices as will allow of the
same price with a reasonable profit.”
none
be
can
first
there
the
ol
misunderstanding
There may be some demur or
.

.

,

;

ofthe second.

.

.......

.

events,
Then in No. 34, whether you intended to omit county Leitrim, or, at all
the coast part between county Sligo and county Donegal.
to do, that I send you the districts
I find so little time to do well what I have
quietly going
drawn up in a hurried way, but they are susceptible of alteration in
in
disappointed
been
have
and
I
to-night,
do
that
over them ; I cannot, however,
who is
of Colonel Bainbrigge, the deputy quartermaster-general,

the assistance
sick

;

rathe'r

however, I prefer sending it to you
than let it lie over any longer, and

you a general idea of the
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Routh.

November

12, 1846.

Iiie 100 tons of meal tor Ballina was, I fear, a mistake; and
as I
perfectly aware that that place is remarkable in our operations
principally
mill power, I cannot exactly account for

But we have

lost

.

was

for its

having occurred.
no time in applying a remedy, the particulars of which I will
its

give you to-morrow.

We have carefully gone through the revised Instructions, and have suggested a
few alterations, which I will notice in the order in which they occur.
Paragraph 4. We think the word “ guarantees,” as applied to Loan
Funds,
objectionable, as being calculated to lead to an impression
that some security
would exist for their repayment, either by the intervention of Government
or in
some other way, over and above the security to be derived from the prudent
management of the Committee.
have therefore substituted the word “prer
“

We

cautions.”

Paragraph

8.

The

the Local Committees
importance.

standard for the regulation of the prices to be charged
by
is justly regarded by you as a point of great
delicacy and
J

The best way of coming to an understanding on the subject will be to
consider
what our object is.
In the late relief operations our object really and avowedly was to control
the
markets and reduce prices, leaving the trader no more in any case than
what we
chose to consider a reasonable profit.
In the circumstances which then existed
this plan of proceeding was practicable, because the deficiency
was a local one,
and the distressed districts being of manageable extent, and the
supplies everywhere else abundant, all we had to do was to make the necessary
transfers
precisely

order to equalize the

During
able, that
sible,

means of

this relief season

no part of the

m

subsistence.

our object ought to be to take care, as far as
Ireland

districts in the

shall be destitute of the

West

means of

of

for

we

are

which we are respon-

subsistence,

and that the supplies furnished by us in the western part of Ireland, and by the Relief Committees
in every
part, are sold at such prices as will not check the introduction
of supplies into the
market from other sources, or prevent the concurrent action of private dealers.
In
a time of general scarcity like the present, high prices must prevail.
They are
our only safeguard against rapid consumption; our only means of
drawingincreased supplies ; the only thing, in short, which stands between us
and absomust give up all idea of acting upon prices with a view to effect
a reduction of them, and all we can safely aim at is to accomplish such
a just dis-

We

lute famine.

and equalization of the existing stock of food that the people in every
may have an opportunity of purchasing food at the current prices,
they have the means of doing so.
This is the object of the operations carried on through the agency of the
Commissariat and the Local Committees
while the object of the operations carried
;
on through the agency of the Board of Works is to give the people,
as far as
tribution

part of Ireland

if

possible, the

You

are

means of purchasing the food

now

in possession

finally settled as follows

so brought within their reach.
of the grounds on which the eighth article has been

:

“ The articles of food purchased by the Committees
ought not to be sold below
“ the current price prevailing in the neighbouring
market towns, with a reason“ a hlc addition for the
cost of conveyance, &c.”
The expression used in the Treasury Minute, dated 31st August, “should be
“ at sucl1 Prices as
will allow of the private trader selling at the same price with
“ a reiisontible profit”
is open to the objection, that it admits of an endless variety
of interpretation.

—

Properly interpreted
that is to say, that the selling price should be such as
would allow of the trader buying again at the prevailing prices, in order
to conoperations— the expression would do very well; but you will feel that
little prospect of the matter being regarded by the majority of

tinue his

there would be very

21

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

246

the Local Committees in this light, and that the practical interpretation which
would be given to the expression would he, that the meal should be sold at the
prices of ordinary years.
is that it appears
Another objection to the expression “ reasonable profit
to have given rise to an impression that our object in preventing artificial low
prices, is to maintain the profit of the dealer, instead of the real object of preventing
the starvation of the people.
The expression which has been finally adopted, “ neighbouring market towns,”
places the matter on a sufficiently wide basis to prevent inconvenience from the
accidental circumstance of prices being, from any cause, higher in the nearest
of the neighbourhood.
regard to Leitrim, as it comes within the letter of our pledge, owing to a
it being situated on the Western Coast, this county has been

market than the average

With

small portion of
inserted also.

It is unnecessary to make further remarks upon the Instructions, which have
been approved as "they now stand in the proof corrected in my handwriting, now
returned by me ; and it will not be necessary for you to make any further reference
to the Treasury regarding them, unless you should see reason to object to our last
corrections.
You will affix your own signature to them.
I see you propose to divide Ireland into nine Inspection Districts, which will, I
suppose, be known by the name of the principal town in each district.
It is not necessary to come to a final decision at present in regard to the boundaries of these districts ; and in 01 der to assist us to coming to a clear understanding
of the subject, I shall be obliged to you to send me a small map of Ireland with

the boundaries marked upon it.
The selection of proper officers
portance, and

you

to

we

is of immediate and of the very highest imupon your not suffering any consideration to induce
the appointment of an Inspecting Officer of whose qualifications

implicitly rely

recommend

you are not thoroughly satisfied.
best plan will be to name your best men first for the most distressed disand to submit the names of others for sanction as the occasion may require,

for the office

Your
tricts,

and as you may feel confident of your men.
I think you will find Colonel Douglas a valuable officer.
I went "to-day to the Admiralty, and as what Lord Auckland

told

me

with

regard to Captain Stopford. in addition to what I knew before, satisfied me that
we could depend upon him for this service, I have requested him to proceed to
join you at Dublin without delay.
Lord Auckland told me that if

we wanted more officers, and would apply to
the most able men whom the junior ranks of

him, he would take pains to select
the navy can afford, and knowing that we have this resource, in addition to the
officers of the army, it will not be necessary for you to employ any persons who
appear to you to be only imperfectly qualified for this most arduous and trying
duty.

It will, I think, be desirable that you should send to the Treasury copies in
all the reports made to you by the Inspecting Officers, and you should
caution them that while, on the one hand, they tell us all that in their opinion
to be known, on the other, they should avoid being unnecessarily prolix, or

extenso of

ought

filling
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Enclosure.
Instructions

to

Officers employed on

Inspections.

Sir,

You

be
to proceed to
and establish yourself
there as your head quarters.
2 - ? ur principal duty will be that of visiting and communicating with Relief
Committees
0.1 which you are an ex-officio
member, and are authorised by the instructions to take
your seat at their Board.
6 SUbSCripti° nS and Government donations are to
be placed at the disposal of
1.

pleased

will

Y

.

,
ol all

C^mitteM

tho

4. The Committees may not al ways be able to raise
money subscriptions,
raised will frequently be limited.
In these cases you will point out to them the
raising a loan fund under proper precautions for its repayment.

and the sums
advantage of

There are many who could lend, without interest, sums which they
could not afford to
give; and if the principles herein laid down are observed, the
result to the community will be
the same, without any tax on individuals.
5.

6.

You

are to see that the funds are applied according to the instructions
which have been
Buthonty ° f theTreasur and the Lord Lieutenant for the guidance
y
of Relief

^

Committee^

7. The most legitimate channel for the application of the
Committees’ funds is the purchase
and sale of food, in which a small capital may be frequently
turned for the benefit of a lame
®
community.
8. The articles of food purchased by the Committees ought
not to be sold below the current
the neighbouring ports or market towns, with
a reasonable addition for the
cost of conveyance, &c.

price prevailing

The

9.

m

instant this

principle is disregarded, a feeling of insecurity is
engendered, which
obliges the merchant to contract his operations, for no
trader will or can’ regulate his prices bv
3
any other criterion than a reference to the demand and supply
of food in the district
1U. Any dealer or merchant selling in the same locality
should be enabled to do so with a
reasonable profit, according to the prevailing market
price, without fear of being undersold
by
the Committees, and every encouragement must be given
to the trade to supply the wants of
the community; nor is any undue alarm to be
inconsiderately raised at high prices when thev
are the result of a real scarcity of the article,
for they are our protection against improvident
consumption, and oblige us to economise the supply,
besides furnishing the only legitimate
preSent State
ac,ive enend competition, of attracting increased
g
supplies to the
locaf markets
11.

Ten months must

unport,

must

elapse before a

new

harvest; and what

we

have, with what

suffice for the interval.

We are

we can

the same state as a vessel at sea, or an army on short
allowance.
The crops
have tailed and however well-grounded our expectations
may be of foreign arrivals, they are
always subject to uncertainty, both as to time and quantity,
and the risk of navigation.
13. During the last year there was a want of order
and account in the sale
12.

in

;

of provisions at

Committees stores, which were frequently managed by
cnminaUon. The only principle on which this business
the

different persons, and without dishas worked well, is that which Was
Cork and other well-ordered districts, where an individual
of character was
to retail, the Committee furnishing him with the
corn or meal, and allowing him
per cent, on his sales, the retail price being fixed by
the Committee.
14. In some instances Committees may be called
upon to provide labour, though not to the
same extent as last season. It is, as a general rule,
very undesirable that the° Committees
should employ their funds
this manner, which wastes their capital, without
affording to
tnem any money return for re-employment; and you will
remember that the Instruction! to
Committees discourage their undertaking works which may
be executed through the ordinary
°
y
course of relief works.
(Sections 22 and 23.)
15 In those cases in which it may be absolutely necessary
for the Local Committees to give
reuet by means of employment, the same rules
are to be observed in regard to wages and taskvork as are observed in the nearest
works under the superintendence of the Board of Works,
l ask-work is to be insisted upon
wherever it is practicable; and the refusal of it is to be consiuered as evidence that the parties refusing
are not proper objects of charity.
Ib. females may, with advantage, be
employed by the Committees in spinning and there
;
meanS .P re scn te d b every locality of giving employment to the
poor who are too
y
1
1
1
leenie to take a part
the labours of public works, and for whom some task
of work should
ne provided when diey seek
relief, and cannot be admitted to the Union workhouse.
Where
cnere are sea fisheries carried
on, women might make nets to be sold by the Committees.
I/. Questions are sometimes asked
respecting the employment of women on the Public
Cel ta ' n
^ eb gible, and * a tbe western districts they are employed in some
kinds' of light^ ^k
18
11 i
uire
5nt0 the system upon which the lists of labourers are made for
°4.
the
R ai \
or
do ' n g y« ur utmost to see that no persons are placed or retained on
°,
.
the lists
except tnose who are really
destitute and cannot obtain employment elsewhere
and you will
;
Ur eSt ass,stance t0 the officers
of the Board of Works on this or any other matter
fn,'^° their
,5
J
touching
important duties.

established at

selected
five

m

m

^V'!

.
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19 There

is

reason to believe that persons have

left

constant

employment and good wages

given up their ordinary employment in the
in other parts of the kingdom, and that others have
Works. In some cases
neighbourhood, for the purpose of throwing themselves upon the Relief
to be lelt unexecuted
that even the usual operations of agriculture are likely

seems probable

it

taken to provide subsistence for the people
in consequence of such conduct, and that the means
probable that there will be a deficiency of the ordinary
this year are so perverted as to make it
exertion ought to be made to
supply of food for the coming year. It is obvious that every
the exertions ot persons
prevent so Marino- an abuse, and equally obvious that nothing but
and acquainted with the people of the
resident on the spot, possessed of local knowledge,
You will therefore impress on Relief Committees the

neighbourhood, can

this object.

attain
and of rigorously refusing to place or
necessity of paving the strictest attention to this subject,
persons having acted in this manner, or indeed
retain on the lists of labourers the names of any
any other mode of providing for themselves
of any but those whom they know to be destitute of
the food necessary for their subsistence.
work, whilst there is any
20 You are to discountenance relief to destitute persons unable to
should be full, the exigency must be
room' in the Union workhouse. If, however, this asylum
but you will represent to them the necessity
left to the careful discretion of the Committees;
encouraging applications that will
of a searching inquiry on such occasions, and the danger of
..
,
not bear a close scrutiny.
_
,
Committee, and you are to report w hether
21. You are to examine into the accounts of each
Instructions.
.
they are regularly and properly kept according to the
,
which was formed in the late period
22. It is desirable that the balance of each relief fund
.
.
of distress should be settled to the 15th August.
with
consistent
are
not
allowed
which
should
be
23. In adjusting the balance, no expenses
winch do not appear to have
the Instructions, or the sanctioned practices of that period, or
,

.

.

been actually indispensable in the administration of relief.
,
travelling expenses incurred by
24. Some few Committees will be found to have paid the
to be a proper application ol reliet
deputations to Dublin. This, certainly, does not appear
allowed in determining the balance, except
funds, and credit for such payment should not be
defraying its expenses can be shown.
where very strong grounds for appointing a deputation and
might
not
that
deputations,
Commission
by
Relief
Nothino- was accomplished through the
in writing through the Post-office.
have been effected as fully and promptly by communications
gratuitously ; but
05 The office of secretary or clerk to a Committee is usually undertaken
must be defrayed from the funds of the Committee, and the
if T remuneration is sought, it
meet, unless otherwise
payment should be confined to the days on which the Committee
,

.

S

other avoca^26. If there is more labour than the secretary can conveniently afford from his
clerk of Petty Sessions for acting as assistant to
tions, a small payment to the schoolmaster or
.
...
.
,
the secretary would be generally sufficient.
,
.
the quantity of home produce still stacked
27. You will report on the state of the district, on
in the country, and the places where you observe it.
observation that may
your
cwn
within
which
come
circumstances
all
describe
23. You will
progress making in preparing the land for
tend to show the true state of the population. The
crops proposed for culture, and how far
crops should be carefully observed, the nature of the
,
experiments in potato planting are likely to be hazarded.
important to show how far the holders
29. In reference to agricultural labour, it will be very
cultivate their holdings ; whether farmers
Of small farms are attending to the land, or likely to
real grounds ot
labourers find any difficulty in obtaining them; also, what are the

who employ

...

,
,
the preference given to employment on Public Works.
...
,
they are worked, and with
30 When fisheries exist on the coast, you will ascertain whether
learn the true cause ; whether
what result. If not efficiently prosecuted, it will be desirable to
uncertainty of the supply on
want of local markets, or means of transit, or of curing ; or the
and whether this arises from bad
the fishing ground ; or want of energy in the fishermen,
independent of fishing by holding land, or
trainino- or from their being rendered comparatively
carrying trade.
in the more profitable business created by the coast

being engaged

You

31.

will

remark where you

see the population industriously inclined,

frivolous pretences they are declining

employment.

and where under
.

.

.

peasantry has arisen from
32 It is not improbable that much of the present character of the
independence they obtained from their
the con-acre system and the habits which the small
indulge; but the change of food
potato crops, at such little cost of labour, enabled them to
to a new spirit of industry, and it will be
will open a new field, and lead, it may be hoped,
making towards tins developinteresting to learn from your observations the progress that is

33 You

the
will discourage all applications for interference with

freedom of trade, either by
current

or underselling the
suspending the distillation from grain, or prohibiting its export,
appear at the moment, must injuprice; as°any such restriction, however flattering it may
diminish its resources.
.
riously affect the social system or the country, and
food, are
assistance of the Government in procuring supplies of

No

applications for the
counties
the country west of the Shannon, the
to be received in respect to any districts, except
portion of the county of Cork winch
of Donegal, Leitrim, Limerick, Kerry, and that small
situated on the western coast of Ireland.
.
bear in mind that t
0
35 1 11 your communications with all classes of persons, you must
le w 10
t
ot
efforts
energetic
the united and
a great social crisis, it can be properly met only by

34.

.

.
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To the landlords and farmers belongs the essential duty of so improving and
extending the cultivation of the soil as to give permanent productive employment to the popuUpon the merchant and dealer devolve the collection and distribution of the improved
descriptions of food which will take the place formerly occupied by the potato
but it would
;
be a mistake to suppose that the labourer also has not an important part to perform. In a
season of general distress the most frightful results can be avoided only by the great body of
the people observing perfect order and submission to the laws; and the efforts of the other
classes of the community can be productive of useful effects only so far as they are seconded
by the patient, and persevering industry of that class which is more particularly designated as
the labouring class.
36. Finally, in all your communications with all classes of people you will be forbearing and
community.
lation.

courteous in your language and demeanour, and you will endeavour by all the means in your
power to induce those with whom you may have any intercourse to support the benevolent
intentions of the Government in giving such a direction to the efforts of the community as may,
what would otherwise be a great calamity into a prolific source of

with God’s blessing, convert
public benefit.

Commissariat Relief Office, Dublin Castle,
November, 1846.

Memorandum of
Note.—*

Districts.

Half-billet.

f Barrack.

Ennis * (head quarters) District, including all Clare and Galway to Kinavara and
Gort.f
,f
and including Nenagh,! Cloghjordan, and Borrisokane.*
Tipperary t (head quarters), Roscrea.f Templemore.t Thurles, *Cashel,t Cahir,f Clonmel,!
Carrick-on-Suir,t, Fethard,! Clogheen,! Charleville,t Bruff.
Tralee t (head quarters), Tarbert,! llathkeale,* Listowell, Killarney,* Dingle, Cahirciveen,
Kenmare, Glenflesk.
Cork t (head quarters). West Riding, Mallow,t Buttevanf.t Kanturk * Mill-street,
Macroom,* Bandon.f Clonigkilty,! Kinsale,t Dunmanway,* Skibberoen,* Bantry,* Ben

to Killaloe,*

Island, Castletown.

Youcrhalt (headquarters), Middleton* Castlemartyr,* Tullagh, Fermoy,t
Cappoquin,
Mitchelstown,* Dungarvan,! Balliuamult.t Kilmacthomas, Waterford,! Piltown*
Carlow f (head quarters), Wexford,! Enniscorthy, Innistigue, Callan, Kilkenny,! Newtownbury, Castlecomer,! Baltinglass,! Tullogh, Arklow,! Athy,! Mentross, Maryborough,!
Montmellick,* Monastenvan,* Portarlington, Birr,! Tullamore,! Kildare, Newbridge,!
Naas,!
Blessington, Baltinglass, Bray, Wicklow.
Roscommon! (head quarters), Boyle,! Carrick-on-Shannon,! Ballaghadareen,! Roocky,!
Elphin,* Strokestown,* Tormanberry.f Longford,! Edgeworthstown, Mullingar,!
Kinneaghedf
Athlone,! Shannon Bridge,! Farbane.f Shannon Harbour. Banagher.!
Castlebar! (head quarters), Belmullet,* Achill Island,f’Weslport,f Newport,! Barony
Erris
and Trelaney, Ballina,* Ballinrobe.!
Tuam! (head quarters), Castlereagh,* Dunman,! Headford, Castleblaney, Ballinasloe,*
Lochreagh,! Atbenry, Cranmore, Galway,! Oughterarde,! Cliffden,* Ballynakill, Lough
®
Cor rig.
Sligo ! (head quarters), Ballyshannon,! Donegal,! Killybegs, Glenties, Burton Port,
Letterkenny,* Lifford,! Ratlimelton, Dunfanaghy.

Enniskillen! (head quarters), Cavan,!
Dundalk,! Charlemont,! Dungannon.

The Earl

of

Clones, Monaghan,!

Auckland

to

Carrickmacross, Armagh,!

Mr. Trevelyan.

Admiralty November 10, 1846.
send you extracts and enclosures from a letter written to me by Sir
,

I

Lucius Curtis,

who seems

to be actively exerting himself.

Enclosure.

Extract

of a

Letter from

Sir

Lucius Curtis.

I beg to inform your Lordship that I have seen and communicated to the
Comnussariat officers the contents of Mr. Murray’s private note and its enclosure,
and recommend
him to secure the Indian corn therein mentioned; but he tells me that
he must first know the
quantity we can grind per day
this is almost impossible, as it must depend on circumstances.
;
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On

the 1st of November we shall have mills to spare at the present bakery; they will grind
nearly 20 quarters per day. The new bakery steam-mills will be ready to work in a few days
what they will grind is, as have stated, uncertain until they shall have been tried. There will
be also four mills at the Commissariat, which are nearly put in order, besides what will be ground
by the Island Mills; and my opinion is, that it would be advisable to secure the whole of the
Indian corn mentioned in Mr. Murray’s note, even if not required, and a loss should be sustained in disposing of it hereafter.
I fear it will be difficult to obtain freight, as almost every
vessel is taken up, and what can be obtained will be very high.
Your Lordship, however,
may be assured I will do my best.

Mr. Trevelyan

to the Earl

of Auckland.

November

'

11, 1846.

I have carefully considered the advices from Alexandria and Malta,
including some information we have received from our Commissary.
Our main object is to keep the mills at Malta constantly at work; and this
cannot he done without buying corn at the prices at which it may be offered
to us.

The Commissary informs me that he is offered Indian corn at Malta at 31s. 6d.
to 32s. 6 d., landed free of any other expense that lie is waiting for advices from
and that he does not intend to order the 12,000 quarters of Indian corn
Naples
from Alexandria, unless he fails to secure supplies at more moderate prices from
;

;

other quarters.
Under these circumstances, the matter appears to me to be in as good train as
we could desire ; and I do not see that any advantage would be gained by the issue
of fresh instructions at present.
The purchases which are being made by the French Government at Alexandria
and elsewhere have, I think, had at least as much effect in enhancing prices, as
our own demand.
It is a well known fact in the corn markets in different pai-ts
of the world, that when orders are sent to the agents of the French Government to
purchase corn for home supply, they are executed without any regard to price.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Castle, Dublin, November 11, 1846.
I enclose to you a memorandum of the Committees which have been
formed, and the subscriptions made, so as to give you a general idea of this

subject.

Our correspondence with these committees is increasing fast. I think on the
whole, their views and opinions are acquiring new lights, and notwithstanding
the abuse in the papers of political economy, &c., it is gaining ground, and many
of its woi’st adversai-ies are beginning to become its advocates.
The mercantile opinions you sent me, have their gloomy side in the apprehensions they entertain of the first three or four months of the next year. I
think March and April will be our worst months, for the canals in America will
be frozen from the 15th of December to the 15th of March, but we shall get a
large supply, which will carry us on towards the end of February, and we cannot
expect much of the new crop before the end of April, and the following months.
cannot be too economical of our supplies, and when we make our American

We

purchases,
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Enclosure.
Commissariat

—Return

Relief Office, Ireland.
Government
scriptions

and

Grants up

of

Relief Committees, with amounts

of Local Sub-

11th November, 1846, inclusive.

to the

Relief Committees.
1

Num

Total

Counties,

Number o

her formed
recently by

those who re
ceivcilGrant
in aid of Loca

nants of

Subscrip-

Observations as to Formation

Local Subscr ption .Government Grants.

of

Districts.

Counties.

£.
Antrim

d.

All to be formed.

Armagh

.

.

Cavan
Donegal

.

.

15

i

.

.

23

3

Down

.

,

1

16
66
875

15

6

7

0

33
435

0
0

0

All appear
Complete.

0

All

to

complete

be formed.
but one or two

Districts.

Fermanagh

12
15

.

Londonderry

To be all formed
of Moume.
2

148

10

0

73 10

0

4

40
70

0
0

••

Monaghan

.

11

1

81

Tyrone

.

20

1

143

5
2

6

.

Total

•

.

Clare

Cork.
.
Kerry
.
Limerick
Tipperary
Waterford

.

.
.

113

8

1,315

0

4

651 10

0

35

1

66 0
1,347 15
517 17
335 9

0
0

33
647
250

0

13

7

167 10

0
0
0

1

8

1,097 15

0

0

2

0

0

28

.

188

17

2,267

.

i

355

.

28
4
12

Kilkenny

,

38

King’s .
Longford
Louth
.

,

•

Kildare

.

Meath

.

Queen’s

.

18
19
17
33
24

.

.

Westmeath

,

Wexford.

.

22
42

Wicklow

1

0
5

0

,

.

•

269

29

l

3

-

derry.
All formed but Barony of Famey,
All nearly formed.

Complete.

About half completed.
Complete.

Same Districts as past season.
All to be nearly formed.
All formed, but some alterations
to be made by Lieutenant.

5

0
1

14
172

0
0

0
0

3

725

1

1

356 10

2

298 il

0

149

Eight Baronies remain

1,756 12

Nearly complete.
Complete.
Complete.
Complete.

0

48

5

949

8

2

11

1

.

30

1

16

5

420 0
48 0
67 18
590 15

2

portion formed.

4

861 10

0

0

470

0

0

All formed

0
0

210

0

0

Nearly complete.

2

33 10
286 0

0
0

More than
Complete.
Complete.

but two

or

three

Districts.

Leitrim

.

Mayo
Roscommon
Sligo

.

.

Total

,

General Total
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Complete.
All complete but town of Drogheda.

The greater
10

to

formed.
All complete but small portion
of Barony Fassadinon.
Complete.

348 15

,

,

except Barony

Complete.
All formed but city of London-

All appear to be formed.
All to be nearly formed.

170

..

12

Total

Galway

1

2

n

.

.

0

0

42
24
42

.

Total

Carlow
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of the

Correspondence from 2nd

to

4th November, 184G, both days inclusive.

I.— APPLICATIONS
No.

6853

6896

FOR GRANTS.
Locality, &c.

County.

Wicklow

....

Aghaboy, &c. Committee forward a

list

to 811. 5s. Ad., viz., for the parish of

of subscriptions, amounting

Aghaboy, 54/. 18s.

10rf.,

and

Grants are solicited.
26/. 6s. 6d. for Killevan parish.
27/. and 13/. are recommended on these sums respectively.
Boycetown Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions, amount-

Meath

ing to 23/.

6854

Cork, Barony of Imo-

6939

Fermanagh

6940

Longford

6981

Cavan

6983

Cork

6984

Roscommon

.

6985

Westmeath

.

6986

Mayo

6941

Cork

and

solicit a grant.

A donation of 11/. 10s. is recommended.
Kilcredan Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions, amounting to 82/. 13s. 6 d., and solicit a grant.

killy

41/. is
.

9s. 7 d.

recommended.

Lisnaskea Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions, amounting to 27/. 17s. od., and solicit a grant.

.

13/. 10s. is recommended.
Edgeworthstown Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions,
amounting to 184/. 2s., and solicit a grant.
92/. is recommended.
Stradone Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions, amounting to 16/. 15s. 6 d., and solicit a grant.
81. is recommended.
Monkstown and Passage West Committee forward a certified list of
subscriptions, amounting to 132/. 6s. 3d., and solicit a grant.
65/. is recommended.
Bovle Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions, amounting
67/. 18s. 2d., and solicit a grant.
33/. 10s. is recommended.
Ballynacargy Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions,
amounting to 184/., and solicit a grant.
92/. is recommended.
Swineford Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions, amounting to 48/., and solicit a grant.
24/. is recommended.
Castlelyons Committee state, that from want of employment they
were obliged to reduce the price of meal. They solicit a grant on
a certified list of subscriptions, amounting to 266/. 16s. 10r/., and

....

.

.....

they promise to sell food as near cost price as practicable.
130/. is recommended.

II.— APPLICATIONS

FOR DEPOTS.
Locality, &c.

6857
6858

Castletown Bereliaven.
Claremorris Committee pray for a continuance of supplies

Cork

Mavo

at the

local depot.

Barrin Committee pray for a depfit at Ballyvaughan.
The parties are recommended to employ a Relief Fund in providing food to be sold
in the district on commission, by persons of character selected for the purpose, fixing
prices, &c., observing that by adopting this course provisions may be put on sale in various
parts of the district at prices which will not exclude the competition cf traders ; and by
providing the successive supplies frequently the retail prices will be susceptible of abatement as food shall become cheaper in the progress of the importations.
Kilmighil and Kilmacduan parishes. Correspondent calls for relief
Clare
or the immediate establishment of a depot.
Informed that, in consequence of the proximity of these parishes to Kilrusli, it cannot
be considered necessary at any time to have a depot formed there, but that the Relief
Committee for the district may very usefully provide supplies to be sold on commission by

Clare

.

I

I

6875
6996

persons of character, selected for the purpose, fixing prices for them sufficient to repay the
course the
first cost, with all charges, including a commission of 5 /. per cent., by which
local retail trade may be advantageously extended.
Kilgillin Committee pray for a depAt at Ballagh constabulary station.
Roscommon
Kihush Committee.
Clare
Informed that until the Government depots shall be so fully supplied as to be capable of
not
sustaining the demand which will be made, without any suspension of the issues, it is
their
intended that any of them shall be opened ; that if they were to commence issuing in
the
present state concurrent purchases should be made, which would necessarily advance
prices of Indian corn much beyond the rates now prevailing ; that, under these circum-

...

I

I

stances, Relief

Committees are now recommended to use the local influence of their mem'
home produce, and to apply their funds in providing supplies

bers for promoting sales of
of
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Return of Correspondence, &c .—continued.

Heads of Answer:
Tre ““ ty

Mi ”" te

° f 31,1

*

providing auxiliary supplies, &c.

Au « u *‘

I

""'

III— APPLICATINS FOR MEAL, FOOD,

6818

*» the

dist™.,

r ™m

b-

em pi°yea by

De

’

Relief Committees

&c.

Inver Committee state, that ten tons
of meal weekly would not
exceed their demands, &c.

6868

Cloyne and Churchtown Committee forward
resolutions to the
tliat tney dissent from
the principles laid down by

GeD

r

Sr,Z'
luth the profits

the

effect

Com*

J Ro uth,a8 t0 the ^policy of interfering
;
of trade, &c. in the sale of provisions
to the poor!
“
.

oce answer annexed.

of a lette r fr°m
Kearney, Esq., as showing the insuffi.
,
ciency of supplies of food, &c. in district.

Heads of Answer :

—Similar

as to applications for depots.

IV— PUBLIC BELIEF WORKS.
Locality, &c.

6856

Cork

.

6859

Cork

.

Macroom and
labourers.

Passage

.

their

6880
6884

Wicklow
Armagh

.

6919
6947
6962

Donegal

.

Clondrohid Committee request registry
forms for
J

West and Monkstown Committee send forward
labourers who require employment.

a

list

of

Baltinglass Committee request forms of registry
of labourers.

.

Comm ‘ ttee for "' ard resolution complaining
works
Ballyshannon Committee pray for immediate works.

Monaghan
Wicklow .

Ballibay, &c. Committee request forms of labour
Ashford Committee request forms of labour lists.

of delay in

lists.

Heads of Answer

Wk

in^o?,t‘Eelie7wi
th R
f
Wmks.

^ ^ R “ ih
,?
he

S
’

d

la

!>“

“

of the ,„»„gements for carrvcommunic ations are accordingly forwarded to the Board
of

1
T1 at (), nis for laBonr-lists are to be supplied
tn
J
to issue
the f
t.ckets ; their applications are therefore

’

'

'

‘

V— RYE,

by

local officers of the

forwarded

to that

Board of Works ’ who are

Board.

BERE, BARLEY.

County.
Locality, &c.

Sligo

Lincy Lower Committee

<

i

state,

that

200 bushels of

rye,

and 200

bushels of bere are required.

Informed that

6811

6S19

their requisition will receive due attention when
the supply to be distributed at cost price shall be imported.
Cairigallen Committee inquire as to price, &c. of
seed rye, &c.
.
Newtonforbes Committee request supplies of seed rye, &c. imme-

....

Cavan
Longford

I

diately.

6881

Limerick

.

Crough

Committee

slate,

that

300 stones feed

rye,

&c. will

be

required.

6882

Tipperary

6883

Antrim

6948

Galway

6950

Roscommon

lemplederry Committee inquire on what terms will eight barrels of
rye be supplied to them.
Bnllymoney Committee state, that five tons of seed rye, &c. will
be
required.
.

Iniscaltra

Committee require 150 stones of bere, and 200 stones of

Sirokestown Committee request 100 bushels of rye and 300 bushels

bere.
Informed that due attention will be given to this requisition
collecting for this country shall arrive.

when

the supplies

2
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

continued.

v.— RYE, BERE, BARLEY— continued.
Locality,

Countj'.

Mohill Committee inquire

tlie price,

& c.

&c

,

of seed rye and here, and

69S9

suggest the system of giving- it on credit to small farmers.
Informed that the price" at which seed rye and here, now in progress to this country,
shall arrive ; but it is only the cost
will be distributed, cannot be stated until the invoices
each parcel purprice that will be charged ; this, however, is to be paid before issue of
open credit accounts
chased, as it is not compatible with the Commissariat arrangements to
holders of small
and, it’is presumed, that through the local loan funds and banks, such
farms as alluded to, will be enabled to purchase seed.
Liney Upper Committee state, that they will require forty tons of
Sligo

6994

Mayo’

6995
7016

Galway
Galway

here and ten tons of rye.
Ballina Committee inquire relative to the price of rye, &C. and time
of supply.
Caltra Committee inquire price, &c.
Committee state, that the quantity of land prepared for
seed, rye, &c., cannot be ascertained : a depot for its sale should

....
....

Ivilconnell

be established.
Fuerty Committee state, that 28 acres of land are ready for seed
here, and that only seven stones of seed rye have been applied
They also suggest Athlone as the most eligible
for to them.
place of consignment of the seed.
due notice of the importation for the seed here and rye will be given on
,

Informed
its

that

arrival in this country.

Heads of Answer
informed that the
I. Papers on the culture and use of rye are forwarded for distribution, and
importations.
cost price of the seed rye, &c., will not be known until the invoices shall arrive with the
forwarded, by which it will
II. Copy of circular containing the inquiries respecting seed rye, &c., is

be observed, that they are addressed only to Relief Committees, in certain Western counties, in consequence of the difficulty of procuring seed in England, and the necessity of sending, to the continent for a
Eupply, which at this advanced period of the year, cannot be had in large quantities.

VI.— APPLICATIONS

;

FOR BOOKS PAPERS,

Cork

Rathcormac Committee.

.

Armagh

Sub-Districts of Forkbill.
.

Donegal

.

Rathangan Committee.

Kildare

.

Ballyshannon.
Clare and Downings Committee.
Kilcullihan ditto.

.

Moyne

Kildare

Waterford
Kilkenny

ditto.

Roscommon

Aughrim

King’s County.

Banaglier

Galway,
Donegal
Ditto

.

Kilkenny

Cavan

&c.

Locality, &c.

County.

No.

6855
6885
6918
6919
6921
6923
6924
6925
6927
6928
6929
6932
6933
6935
6936
6959
6982
6988
7003
7004
70051
7013/

Sligo

.

Cork

.

Tipperary

Pettigoe ditto.
Stranorlar ditto.

.

Inistioge.

Dromloman Committee.
.
.

.

.

Ballvporeen.
Old Leighlin Committee.
Districts throughout the county.
Castletown Committee.

Clonbeg

ditto.

Monaghan

Monaghan
Tipperary

ditto.

Kilconnell ditto.

.

•

Tipperary
Carlow .

ditto.

.

.

ditto.

Shronehill ditto.

Books, papers, &c., to be forwarded to Committees, constituted in accordance with the sanctioned
Instructions.
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No.

County.

6856
7032
6917
6929
6885
6927
6956
6926

Locality, &c.

Donegal
Ditto

.

.

.

•

Pettigoe.

Inver.
For the county.

....
....
...
....
.

Cavan
Cork

.

Macroom and Clondrohid.

Armagh

King’s County.
Kerry
Leitrim

7029

.

Queen’s County

.

7006
7011

.

Forkhill Sub-Districts.

Banagher.
Latteragh District.

•

•

Sub-Districts of Cloonclare, &c., District, viz
Glenfarne,
Glencar,

Tyrone
Wexford

Tireragh West, and the other Districts of the county.

...

Dungannon.

.

The

.

:

Baronies of
Ciondouagh,
Cullenagh,
Tinnehinch.

....

Sligo

7007)

255

continued.

COMMITTEES SANCTIONED BY LIEUTENANTS OR VICE-LIEUTENANTS
OF COUNTIES.

VII.— RELIEF

.

Districts of county.

Head of Answer
Acknowledged, and the Lieutenant or Vice-Lieutenant of county is informed, that the requisite books
and papers will be forwarded by post, to the Secretaries of the Committees, according to the addresses
which may he furnished by him.

VIII.— ACCOUNTS OF
No.

6905

EXPENDITURE FURNISHED BY COMMITTEES, AS UNDER.

County.

Cavan

Locality, &c.

....

Cavan Committee

state,

that

they have already furnished their

accounts.

6915
6900
6893
6894
6910
6938
6969
6971
6973
7012
7015
6964
6965
6966

7016/

Ballynagh Committee.
Kilmichael and Kilmacduan Committee have already furnished their

5

Clare

Cork

Kilshannig.
Kinsale have already furnished accounts.
Mitchelstown Committee.
Castlemagner Committee already forwarded their accounts.
Buttevant Committee.
Killeagh do.

,
,

,

6963
6972
6901
6967

6961

....

-

Killescobe Committee have already forwarded their accounts.
Killeroran Committee.
already forwarded their accounts.

,

,

Moylough Committee have

,,

Kilconnell Committee.

Kildare
Kilkenny

Gort Committee have already furnished their accounts.
Kilcullen Committee.
Moncoin Committee state that their accounts will be held over
the promised investigation takes place.

....
....

/Moyne Committee forward
»

King’s County

Limerick
Longford

Mayo
Meath

.

....
....
....
....

Mayo
Tipperary,

7014
6970
7013

.

,

do.

LJrlingford

expended, they

will furnish their private accounts, if required.

Athboy Committee forward accounts.
Swinford Committee will forward accounts.

Navan Committee forward

accounts.

Crossboyne Committee do.
Newport Committee forward
Templederry Committee do.

their

accounts

Committee doBallygibbon Committee will forward their accounts.
Shronehill Committee forward their -accounts.
ICerrin

,

,

’

’

2
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their accounts.

Committee
Kuocktopher Committee state, that not having received any Government grant, they consider their accounts unnecessary.
Moneygall Committee have already furnished their accounts.
Croghati Committee forward their accounts.
Kilmeedy, &c., Committee have already furnished accounts.
Forgney Committee state, that the Government grant not being yet

/

”

Meath
7019
7023
6S91
6960

Wallstown do.
Rathgormack do.

,

Galway

,

6975/
6977)
7024

Newmarket.

,

7025'

6913
6968

accounts.

.....
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

continued.

VIII.—ACCOUNTS OF EXPENDITURE, &c.—continued.
.

No.

County.

7017
7020
7022

Tipperary

6911

Waterford

6962
6974
6976
7021

Wicklow

.

Tubrid Committee forward their accounts.
Rathronan Committee do.
Barisha Committee do.
Bonmahon, &c., Committee have already furnished their accounts.
Ashford Committee will forward their accounts.
Shelmalier East, Committee forward their accounts.
Tratnore Committee forward their accounts.
Ferns Committee forward their account of expenditure.

.

....
....
....
[.

.

Wexford
Waterford

Wexford

Locality, &c.

.

.

IX.—MISCELLANEOUS.

N

County.

Limerick

.

Locality, &c.

.

.

Shanagolden Committee.

.

|

Lord Monteagle states, that during the
work was undertaken, for which a
presentment of 140/. was made and expended; that the presentspent, but the work still required much to complete it; that the Relief Committee felt obliged to continue
employment, and therefore expended out of their funds the sum
of 53/. 17r. 5 d. in continuation of the work, and of which the
public now have the full benefit.
The Committee, therefore, pray
distress of last year a baronial

ment was wholly

Government to replace this sum to their credit.
Informed that as the expenditure referred to was made by the Shanagolden Relief
Committee in carrying on a work which had not been sanctioned, the CommissaryGeneral, Sir R. J. Roulh, is unable to recommend a repayment.
That in some cases it
has occurred that Relief Committees, with a view of giving immediate employment, commenced works, which, under the arrangements for last season, the Board of Works had
recommended, but were not prepared to put in execution at once; that if this were the
ground of the application, the expenditure made might be reimbursed through the Board
of Works but in this case the difficulty is, that there is not any fund out of which repayment can now be made.
Clare .
.
.1 Burrin Committee inquire at what rate secretaries are to be paid,
.
.
:

&c. The fund?
Informed that the rate of remuneration to secretaries is left to the discretion of each
Committee, as the duties are so various that a general rule would not be available,
and in many cases the assigning of salary might prevent persons of respectability from
acting.
That wherever salary shall be given it is to be paid out of the relief fund of the
district, formed by local subscriptions and the Lord Lieutenant’s donations.
Collinstown Committee request one of the new steel corn-mills.
Westmeath .
Informed that the steel mills referred to are on sale in the warehouse of Messrs.
Samuel Gatchell and Sons, of Pill-lane, Dublin, at the price of 51. That the models
obtained by the Commissariat appear to prepare meal either fine or coarse, as required,
very well; but there is not yet sufficient time for ascertaining their durability.
Cork
Kilbolane District.
An extract from a letter is forwarded by the.
|

.

|

—

|

Under Secretary for Ireland, to the effect that the local relief
funds are exhausted, and the Committee have failed to raise
further subscriptions: a donation is solicited.
Informed that the Lord Lieutenant cannot be recommended

to

make donations on any

subscriptions to which a grant has been already added, nor on any which are not available for the present period of distress.

Donegal

....

j

Drumholm and Rossnowlogh Committee
1st.

2nd.
3rd.
fit

inquire, viz.

—

As to the sale of food at or under first cost price?
As to the purchase of flax, &c., for giving employment?
With respect to weekly allowances to destitute persons not
for the

workhouse
(See

?

Answer annexed

)

.
.
Cappawhite Committee request that portions of upper and lower
.
baronies of Kilnemanagh may be added to their district.
Informed that the amended instructions issued on the 8th ultimo contained provision
for districts which must include portions of two baronies, in which cases it will be only
necessary to register the applicants for employment in each barony separately. That
it will be requisite that the vice-lieutenant of the county should sanction the arrangements.
Galway
Creggs.
Inquiry is made with reference to salary of secretary,

Tipperary

|

....

—

Informed that the salaries are

left to discretion

of Relief Committees, and to be paid

out of the relief fund.

Tyrone

Printed

image
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Return of Correspondence, &c .—continued.
IX.

— MISCELLANEOUS

continued.

Locality, Sic.

0942

Inistioge.—Vice-lieutenant of county asks if, where one
parish and
sometimes where one parish and part of another were last
year
formed into relief districts in the same barony, they may
be left
as separate relief districts?
liuormeci mat H is found necessary in many cases to modify the rules
as to relief districts for the purpose of removing local objections.
In the 4th section of the Instructions
(lorwarded) tins is referred to in cases where relief funds were
formed in the past
season ; and that it is considered to be discretionary with
lieutenants and vice-lieutenants
to make such modifications generally wherever requisite.
rnn '*
Fin ton a Committee request the sanction of Commissary-General
l

69-13

1

Sir

R.

J.

Routh

for the

appointment made by them of a secre-

tary.

Informed that the appointment is recorded.
Raheen, Atlienry. The vice lieutenant of the county
forwards a
letter, stating that it will be necessary to
form a new Committee
in consequence of the modified instructions, &c.
A copy of the additional instructions is forwarded to the writer of the letter alluded to
observing that they do not require any new organization of Committees
as supposed but
enable bishops and curates to sit as ftc officio members, also
the Commissioners of

—

7076

I

Public Works.

|

7075

Tuam Committee forward a resolution through the vice-lieutenant
proposing to alter the district for which the Committee acted
in
the past season.
A statement of the parishes or portions of parishes which were included in this district
requested, observing that until this shall be received the
arrangement already made for
Tuam will be considered as open for revision.
i

is

6150

I

Dunmore.— Correspondent

states, that having no such functionaries as those specified in the instructions within
the parish excepting a curate, the principal clergy living in a
different

I

barony, he desires to be informed if local gentleman nd
respectab,e farmers are eligible to form a Relief Committee.
Informed that on forwarding a statement of the arrangement desired
for a relief dis
I

be submitted to the vice-lieutenant of the county.

Irict, it will

Commissariat Relief Office, Dublin Castle,
11 th November, 1846.

Mr. Stanley

to the

Rev. William

Rogers and

the Rev.

John Russell.

Commissariat Relief

Office,

Dublin

Castle,

November 4, 1846.
C ° MMI
Y ' ( NERA S' r Randol h J Routh bp 3 »o state that
he does not consider
P
g
rin
?f
»
Uovne
and? p£
Churchtown
Relief
Committee to have any ground for the imputation of having
been uncandidly dealt with, which is
°
made in the resolutions you have transmitted.
mit ,ee 0n ai ,ply n
o for aid t0 sul1 Ildian corn mcal at a reduced price, were
inrnvlr,°r
(
nfoimed that,
if additiona
subscriptions should be collected, a grant would be
recommended ;
but that
!

'

the
he

-

(

;

i

!

i

while Indian meal continued high in price, the relief
fund should be employed
1
"
uuing wheat and barley meal.

“““"“l
S

*

0,1

P

n" Indian
mtmw selling
r"!,’.

in

pro-

1

the 26
of September and yet on the 16th of. October, in
forwarding a
y0U a PP !,eci r° r a Government grant on them, to enable the
;

meal at a

Committee” to

loss

equal

to

1

40/. a-week.

Under such circumstances the Commissary-General felt
bound to request the Committee to
11(1011
pursuin® a c0urs6 that must at once exhaust any relief fund
which

could

Wormed

Mr. Stanley

to

Archdeacon Fenwick.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

November
0

I

Be.,.?*!™
1 a1 1

ltd’

?

l

!

°

CeS

.,

S
.t

or under

„

ooc

image

fi rst

cost price.

a copy of which

is

You

Castle,

Randolph
r

by the Treasury
the Relief Committees are

will observe

enclosed, that

as ncaid

U

/Jnntion
T°
olc traders

Printed

Dublin

1846.

—

r° od

0**

MinulPftfiS^VfH
f
the
1 st of August last,
rennlnn-Pf

inlpr
-

3,

aid
y? OT ! etlor of I" 8 2nd instant before Commissary-General Sir
J.
directed t0 return the following replies to your inquiries:

.

,

C
;

digitised

lnvi *®

and

y as possible at the current market prices. Were they to sell at
a Pressure which would exhaust their funds, and discourage the

it is

recommended

to the

Committees
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may he

kind, so as that the prices
Committees’ resources.

kept as low as

may be

practicable, without waste of the

2nd. As to the purchase of flax and other materials for giving employment, to be resold when
manufactured. This mode of giving relief is highly approved of; and loan funds can be most
usefully brought in aid, as you propose, in providing materials for the poorer classes of

tradesmen.
the workhouse,
3rd. With respect, however, to weekly allowance to destitute persons not Jitfor
Relief Committees should, by adopting any system of
it is considered very unadvisable that
really destitute, ought
out-door relief, encourage reliance on their funds among persons who, if
The Committees may give
to be referred to the source of relief provided for them by law.
full ; and when they press for it at
relief to such persons when the workhouse of the Union is
to such members
any other time, relief should only be given through some kind of employment
Public works, however, are not such as the
of each family as can make a return in labour.
Committees should undertake, but only small works of utility ; and your attention is requested
to the rules as to works in the

22nd and 23rd

Mr. Stanley

sections ol the Insti uctions.

to

Mr. Jackson.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

November

Dublin

Castle,

3, 1846.

directed to state, in reply to your inquiries, that the Instructions to Committees
donation shall be
are intended to regulate the application of all relief funds towards which a
granted by the Lord Lieutenant ; but that whenever the workhouse of the Union may be full,
gratuitous assistance to destitute persons not
it- will be discretionary with Committees to give
I

am

capable of making a return in labour of any kind.

The employment to be afforded by Committees is not intended to be of the nature of public
works, but small works of utility, as well as spinning, basket-making, &c., for which the
materials are to be provided, and then the manufactured articles to be sold by the Committees.
As each relief district may present some useful mode of employment peculiar to it, or not
generally available, it is considered best to leave to Committees the selection of the tasks of
work to be required in return for the relief to be afforded.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of the

Communications

referred

by T. N. Redington,

Esq.,

Under

Secretary for

Commissary- General Sir Randolph J. Routh, from 2nd to 4th November,
1846, both days inclusive; also the Answer given to each Class of Applicants.
Ireland, to

I.—APPLICATIONS

D 7396

FOR GRANTS.
Locality, &c.

County.

No.

D 7387

Askeaton Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions,
amounting to 167/. 4s. Id., and solicit a grant.
83/. 10s. is recommended.
Kilmeen, &c. Committee forward a list of subscriptions colMayo
lected, amounting to 53/., and solicit a grant.
Correspondent is requested to state whether a Relief Committee for the parishes
has been formed by the Lieutenant of the county ; in which case the transmission of
a certificate, according to the 27th section of the Instructions is further requested.
Raheen Committee state that they have collected 54/. by subQueen’s
scriptions. &c.
A grant is solicited.
The list of the subscriptions is requested to be transmitted in the manner pointed
out by the Instructions.

Limerick

,

....

1

|

II.—APPLICATIONS

FOR DEPOTS.
Locality, &c.

County.

No.

D7491

Mullingar Guardians (Poor Law) call upon Government to establish depots in their district.
Attention is drawn to the Treasury Minute 31st August last (forwarded) by which
western
will be observed that Government depots are only to be formed in remote

Westmeath

.

.

.

I

it

districts.
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Return of Communications, &c.

continued.

HI.—APPLICATIONS FOR MEAL, FOOD,
County.

&c.

Locality, &c.

Ruthkeale Committee: Viscount Guillamore requests some efFort
may be made to supply provisions to the markets ; that meal is
18/. 10s. per ton, &c. ; that he has taken upon himself to appoint the Roman Catholic curates on Committees.
Informed that if it were considered advisable to open a Government depdt in Rathkeale, at present the current trade price could not be abated, but should be adopted,
and that there is no way of relieving the distress arising from the present scarcity
but having the home supplies brought more extensively into use. When the foreign
supplies now in progress shall arrive, prices will be much lower, and there is now
every motive of interest as well as consideration for the public welfare to induce the
sale of the home corn.
Wilh reference to the appointment of curates on Relief Committees, copies of additional instructions are forwarded.

Kerry

.

k

.

,

Tarbert
Correspondent encloses extracts from communications
of traders, stating their inability to supply the markets, and
:

.

|

calling upon

D 7533
D 7556

6/29905

Q193S8

Government

to issue supplies.

Tipperary

Borrisokane: Correspondent prays to be permitted to purchase
food at the Banagher depot.
Tarbert : Correspondent prays for an issue of food from the hulk
“ Madagascar.”
Informed that the “ Madagascar” is moored in the Shannon only for receiving supplies from large vessels, and reshipping for transmission to depots without
incurring
port delays ; therefore the Tarbert Committee cannot receive supplies from her
as
requested. That as Messrs. Russell offer to provide the Committee in part with Indian
meal, and in part with whole wheateu meal, there appears to be no good reason why
this offer should be declined, particularly when the former is tendered at
1/. per ton
under the price in other ports, &c.
Galway
Inniscaltra Committee ask for a few tons of meal.
The district
is in a state of insurrection.
Roscommon
Boyle : Correspondent suggests that the four police stations of
the district should be supplied with wheaten or barley meal.

Kerry

Heads of Answer:
I.

Attention is directed to the Treasury Minute 31st August last, with reference to the districts
establishment of dep&ts.
That in other parts of the country it is expected that funds will be formed either by local
and Government donations in aid, or by loans, to be employed by Relief Committees

for the
II.

subscriptions

in providing auxiliary supplies, &c.

IV.— COMMITTEES APPROVED BY LIEUTENANTS OF COUNTIES.
No.

County.

D7516

Down ;

D 7316

Tipperary

Barony

Locality, &c.

of

Kilkeel Committee.

Mourne.

—Noted, and books, &c. are forwarded.
—Noted, and books, &c. forwarded.

Mullinahone Committee.

V.—MISCELLANEOUS.
No.

County.

D7500

Tyrone

....

D 7523

Kerry

....

Locality, &c.

1

Badoney memorial, praying

that a Committee may be appointed
to act for the upper part of the parish of Badoney.
Forwarded to the Lieutenant of the county, &c. &c.
Cahirciveen District.
Resolution of the Board of Guardians
(forwarded by Poor Law Commissioners) to the effect, that
from scarcity of provisions, &c., the majority of applicants at
the poor-house

—

I

1

must be

rejected.

The Poor Law Commissioners are informed that Her Majesty’s steamer “ Blazer ”
Cork on the 31st ultimo, for Cahirciveen, with stores, and that other stores are in
progress for the same station, but the weather is retarding their arrival.
left

Commissariat Relief

Office, Dublin
November 11, 1846.
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Mr. Frewen

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Cold Overton Hall, Leicestershire,

Near Oakham, November

12, 1846.

Do

you think the Government could be induced to extend their provision
stores over the whole of the West Riding of the county of Cork ? ns I can safely
say that the whole of that district is in a most deplorable state, much worse than
the East Riding.
The river at Innishannon divides the two ridings, and there are districts of
country to the south and north-west of that place, that are in a most frightful
state.
I have received letters from gentlemen and clergymen, with whom I am
well acquainted, giving a most appalling account of the state of things.
If the Government think well to establish a provision store in the neighbourhood of Innishannon, I shall be very happy to be of any use to them that I can.
It is a very central place, and the river is navigable for large ships within half-a
mile of the town, There is a place called Colliers Quay, on the west bank of
the river, (and therefore in the West Riding), where the ships discharge their
I would do my best to
cargoes, and there are good roads to it from all parts.
but the tenant has unfortunately got a lease
let you have a store at that place
Large, barges can go up
of 90 years, and I may have some trouble with him.
to Innishannon, (as large as any of the London barges), only they have not got
such a thing in the Bandon river but we should have no difficulty in finding
;

;

the Government a place to keep stores in the town.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Frewen-

.

.

Treasury, Novembei' 13, 1846.

In reply to your letter of yesterday’s date, asking my opinion whether
the Government could be induced to extend their provision stores over the whole
of the
est Riding of the county of Cork, I beg to state that there is no probability of the Government being induced to depart from the line taken in the
Treasury Minute, dated 31st August last; namely that the operations of the
Government in providing supplies of food for sale in districts to which the ordinary

W

operations of the provision trade cannot be expected to extend, should be confined
to the country west of the Shannon, and the districts bordering on the western
coast of Ireland.

Bantry and Skibbereen are included under the last mentioned head, but
no reason exists for extending this part of our operations to Innishannon, which
does not equally apply to every distressed district on the eastern side of
Ireland.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
November

13, 1846.

On another careful review of the Inspection Instructions, we think the
words “ in avoiding to sell below cost price,” in paragraph 5 should be omitted.
must adhere to one rule, either “ the price of ordinary years,” or cost
price, or market price ; and for the reasons mentioned in my letter of yesterday,
the market price, or the nearest approximation that can be obtained to it, according to the circumstances of the case, should be the rule ; and nothing should be
allowed to appear in the Instructions calculated to weaken this important point.
As it is, there is a manifest inconsistency between the cost price in paragraph
5, and the market price in paragraph 8.
It does not require any detailed explanation to show that it might become
necessary to depart from the cost price, either by coming short of it, or going

We

beyond it.
Suppose a Committee to have purchased when Indian corn was at 25s. a quarter,

could it venture to sell at that rate now 1
the other hand, suppose it to have purchased at the late Cork price, 62s. a
it, if prices fell considerably, maintain that rate ?

On

quarter, could
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Monday, three

officers will proceed to join your establishment, Deputy
AsCommissaries- General Trimmer, and Le Mesurier and Captain Reid.
is the best I have yet had made.
I am now only
waiting for Captain James’s mills, and I will then send them all to
you, (Cubitt’s,
Corcoran’s, and James’s), under charge of Mr. Cubitt’s foreman.
Mr. Corcoran wrote, to a correspondent in France, for a statement of price,
&c.
of a particular description of powerful handmill used in that country.
I enclose
the answer he has received, and I have ordered one mill as a specimen, with all
the apparatus connected with if, arid will send it to you as soon as I receive it.
I have not heard anything, for a long time, of the depot ships which were
to
have been stationed at Galway and Killybegs. Pray what has become of them ?
.

sistant

Mr. Corcoran’s liandmill

Deputy Commissary-General Major

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Malta November
,

I

reported

to that date

;

this

5,

1846.

yesterday, officially, the quantity of Indian corn purchased up
I have entered into agreement for another cargo, 700

morning

salms, deliverable in all this month ; this will make 2900 salms to be delivered to
the Navy before the end of December, all Indian corn.

The Peninsular and Oriental Steamer “ Oriental” arrived this morning, by
which I have received the official No. 12, of 9th October, and your private letter
to Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson, which I took to him in quarantine.
Agreeably to instructions contained in the letter, I have directed the broker to
procure samples of beans, peas, and Egyptian wheat against the 7th, when Mr.
Ibbetson will be released, and takes charge. Wheat and barley will be more difficult to be obtained than Indian corn, as merchants are speculating largely in the
two former, and we are the only purchasers of the latter. I have consequently
every reason to expect larger quantities will shortly be offered.
With respect to the 300 salms of Indian corn alluded to in my note to Sir
Lucius Curtis, which was offered to me at 21s., and I considered of inferior

compared to that from the Levant, I enclose a trial of each, by which you
will be able to judge of the superiority of that from the Levant.
I have not yet
any from Naples, or would have shown a sample of it also, as it is
considered the very best in the Mediterranean.
The mills in the Commissariat bakery, alluded to by Sir R. Routh, are not all
quality

received

repair at present, only 10 being in use daily for the garrison have been kept
in
order, four others have been put in order since the receipt of the instructions
relative to this duty,, and I offered them to Sir Lucius Curtis, but he considered
they would not require them, I consequently refrained from preparing any
more
as they will require new stones, and could not be got ready in less
than three
or four weeks.
I shall communicate with Sir Lucius Curtis to-morrow, and
ascertain if he requires more mills, and obtain the neeessary stones from
that
department, as they have a supply in stones, which will render the whole of
the
mills in the Queen’s bakery serviceable, by hiring mules for the purpose.
.As the sample of Egyptian corn proved to be musty and of inferior
quality,
evidently old and damaged, I declined the purchase.
Kiln drying is at present out of the question, there being no preparation for
such an operation ; drying in the hot sun on the terraces being hitherto
considered sufficient.
As Mr. Ibbetson is not able to take any part in this business
before being released from quarantine, I considered it advisable not
to let this
mail close without giving you such information as I have been able to
procure to
the present moment.
in

2
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Enclosure.
Malta, November

Produce

of two

samples of Indian Corn ground in the Commissariat
4th November, 1846.

No.

I.

H

Lost in cleaning

112

Net weight

62

produce in flour
fine semola
„

31

Hi

coarse semola

6£

bran
„
Lost in bolting

1

Rather musty and

II .

112

unsatisfactory.

Offered

No.

on the

113£

i of a salm, weighing

„

5, 1846.

Bakery,

—Sample of Egyptian Indian Corn.

at

21s.

— Sample of Levant Indian

Corn.
lbs.

12l£

£ of salm, weighing
Lost

in.

i

cleaning

121

Net- weight

Produce in

flour

........

semola
coarse semola
bran
fine

„
'

,,

„

is

a good

13

6£
1

Lost in bolting

This

51i
49

121

result.

Purchased at 325. 6 d.
J. W. Major, Deputy Commissary- General.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The
I

HAVE no

letter

from you

to-day.

Castle,

Dublin, November 12, 1846.

I send you a Report from

Mr.

Ball,

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, who was employed last summer on inspection
duty in counties Clare, Limerick, Kerry, Tipperary, &c., and of which duties he
forwarded at the time detached memorandums, and subsequently lie sent it in a
more official shape, but it did not reach the Commission until late in September.
object in sending it to you is to consult your views whether you think it would
be well to print it, as a sample of one of the inspections of last season, but including

My

several districts, and whether it might not be an useful reference to officers employed on similar duties.
You will be good enough to observe that it is not intended by drawing out disofficer would make his inspection
tricts, to attach an officer to every district.

An

of a district and his report, and would return to Dublin, and after a short repose
Almost
to make up his account, &c., he might proceed to inspect another district.
the only one that might be stationary, I mean that would not return to Dublin,
would be Mr. Bishop at Cork, for the convenience that his occasional presence
But this is a
there would afford to us in our communications with the Admiral.
point that you will have to determine, whether such officers should station themwill
selves at their head-quarter outpost, or return to Dublin, or whether you
might
leave it an open question to be determined by the service, as its exigencies

recommend.
I am very glad to be able to report to you, that in consequence of an arrival to
a merchant at Sligo of provisions, we have been able for the first time to close that
depot, save and except some trifling assistance to distant Committees in Donegal.
and I
I have completely succeeded in calling in all our Constabulary depots,
hope not again to re-establish any retail stores, but perform all this duty through
the
the Committees, as it was practised last year at Limerick and Cork, obliging
the
parties to send to our main depots for their supplies, as we find Joseph set us

example in Egypt.
.
Commissary-General
I am much pleased with the beginnings of Deputy Assistant
He seems to be a very pains-taking clever young man, and
at Belmullet.
anxious to understand the principle on which we act, and to carry it out.
_

Bishop
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I propose to send my son Randolph occasionally on inspection, and the other
(Jules) also, so that they may have a fair variety and proportion of labour, and that
you may judge of their merits.
This is a kind of service that will be very useful to all engaged in it, and develope
both mind and body, and give them a general view of the extraordinary state of
this people.

I have not yet replaced Captain Pole at Eanagher, but it must be done soon, as
become important, and is situated in the midst of a bad part’ of
Ireland, on the west side of the Shannon, that side of county Galway and county

that post will

Roscommon.
SirR. Routii to Mr. Trevelyan.
The Castle, Dublin, November

14,

1846."

I have your letter of the 12th, and the Instructions are printed in strict
accordance with your copy, and I hope to have half a dozen copies in time for

to-night’s post.

Colonel Douglas has arrived, and he is preparing himself for his departure, the
particulars of which I shall give on Monday, as well the destination of each, as the
number of Committees under their charge. Colonel Archer and Mr. Bishop will
leave pretty nearly at the same time, all in the early part of next week.
Mr. Mansell called upon me to ask if the Government would be disposed to
assist them in procuring good flax seed from Holland, where it appears to be
this
year particularly good, and he was to have forwarded to me a letter for you, but as
it has not reached me I presume he has chosen some other channel.

I shall be quite satisfied if the supplies for Belmullet and Cliffden reach by the
end of this month, and I hope they will not be later, and that we shall have some
of your mills by both opportunities.
The millers are charging exorbitantly for
grinding.

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.

November

16,

1S46.

From the slight inspection which alone we have yet had time to give to
Mr. Balls’ report, and from the ability and good sense displayed in the documents
we had from him last season, we think it will be advisable to have his report
printed for the use of the officers who are now about to' be employed under you
on similar duties.
You ask me whether the Inspecting Officers should station themselves at their
head-quarter outpost, or return to Dublin.
As a general rule, they should remain at their head-quarter outpost, in
order that they may be ready to proceed in any direction in which their
services may be required, and that they may be at hand to be consulted by the
local Committees and others, on any point of difficulty that may arise.
But it
may also be attended with advantage that they should occasionally return to
Dublin, especially at first, in order that by personal conference with you, they
may come to a perfect understanding of what is expected from them.
I enclose a note from Lord Auckland, in which his Lordship recommends as
a fit person to be employed on this duty. Commander Hill, who has been brought
home from his government of the settlements on the Gold Coast, to give his
evidence in an important slave case pending before the courts here, and as I
know from other sources of information, that Captain Hill is an active able person,
I consider him as the next for employment, in case you require any more assistance
of this kind.
Pray return me Lord' Auckland’s letter.
I congratulate you on having succeeded in replacing the Constabulary depots
by issues through local Committees, which is an important step towards a sounder
and more permanent state of things.
You will find either of the three officers sent to-day, well qualified to succeed Captain Pole at Banagher.

We

quite agree with you, that the character and qualifications of our younger
become strengthened and developed by the arduous and interesting
duties they will have to perform as Inspecting Officers, and we hope you will give
who are fit a turn of it, as you have opportunity ; but it must, nevertheless,
be remembered, that age is in itself an important qualification, as commanding
officers will

all

2L
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increased respect, provided other qualifications are not wanting, and the older
officers, whether belonging to the Commissariat or not, who show a talent for
this sort of business ought to be considered as permanently appropriated to it in

preference to the younger officers.
will procure flax-seed from Holland, if you and the Irish Government
consider it desirable, but we should be extremely cautious how we enter on
a new field of Government interference, for every step in this direction tends
The rye and here
to paralyze private exertion, perhaps in a tenfold degree.
were new articles intended to take the place of the potato, but the flax cultivaion has gone on without any interruption, and if it is desired to extend
it, there can be no difficulty in the parties obtaining additional seed through

We

the accustomed channels.

Captain James to Mr. Trevelyan.
Portsmouth, November 14, 1846.
a quern or hand corn-mill, and it grinds corn very well,
No. 1 on the
one could desire, but better than I expected.
though not
other side is a sketch of it, and it can hardly be improved as regards simplicity
and indestructibility, two important points for any thing which is to be placed in
I

have made
so fast as

an Irish cabin.
It

is

a fac-simile, as far as

my memory

Down.

serves, of

one I saw

m the county

of

.

In fig. 2, I have represented a simple arrangement by which the power of this
mill might be greatly increased ; with this we could apply a greater weight, and
give considerable velocity to the grinding-stone, and a boy or girl would be able to
with the right hand, whilst with the left, the stone
turn the handle at
might be raised as required, by the handle B.
But I have not tried it with the machinery, though I will do so if you wish it,
and it would only require two days to put it up.
The mill is in other respects quite ready, and I will send it up on Tuesday if you do not wish to have it placed in a frame and turned by machinery. I
think it would be desirable to show that this could be either used as of old, simply

A

by the hand, or with increased power through the intervention of a little machinery.

Mr. Trevelyan to Captain James.
Treasury, November 16, 1846.
I shall be obliged to you to send without delay the quern you have ready
present state of fitness for being worked only by the hand, and I will send
already for despatch.
it to Dublin with the others, which are
And having sent off this, you will, perhaps, be so kind as to set your people to
work to make another for me, fitted with machinery described by you, which I
shall also send to Dublin when I receive it from you.
I shall be obliged to you to furnish me with an account, when all this is done,
for
of any extra expense that may have been incurred, including such gratuity

in

its

additional exertions as you

may

think proper to be allowed to your workmen.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
November

16, 1846.

You will agree with me that we have not been idle, when I inform
referred to in
that the accumulating meal, equal already to 200 tons,
lading ot
accompanving note from Mr. Erichsen, is over and above the
“ Belvidera,” and of the two vessels which have been freighted for Cliffden
Belmullet.
I have ordered
signed to you
as
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Mr. Trevelyan.

Cork, November 14, 1846.
Referring to my respects of 2nd instant, I have now very great pleasure
in advising a decided reduction in the late extravagantly high rates of our markets
for all sorts of grain food.
As I anticipated we have had almost daily arrivals of maize, chiefly from the
Western Islands and Mediterranean this important article has in consequence
receded from its extreme rate of 16/. 10$. within the fortnight to 13/. per ton, at
which rate convenient cargoes might be this day purchased.
Should arrivals continue, as may be expected, prices must give way still further.
All descriptions of corn food have felt already the influence of this timely
.

;

supply.

Whole wheaten,
16/.,

20/.

and

oaten,

and barley meal are dull of

sale at the relative prices of

14/. per ton.

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Sligo,
I

HAVE

November

14, 1846.

the satisfaction of informing you, that in consequence of the arrival

some Indian corn-meal and wheat on private accounts, I closed my depot on
and have no intention of opening it again for the present, except
Committees in the remote parts of the County Donegal other consignments have come in since, as well for the merchants as for the Relief Committees,
and for landlords, and there is now in the market a supply adequate to the
demand, the price still keeping up to 17/. and 18/. for Indian meal, and 20/. for
of

the 5th instant,
for the

;

oatmeal.

The

“ Invincible,” consigned to ourselves, reported herself
yesterday
now I shall begin to amass, and prepare for forming our depots

from Cork, so that
at the out-stations.

I persevered unceasingly since

my

arrival here

under many discouragements and

1

much opposition, in gradually shaking off the Committees from their entire dependance on our stores, and it is with no small gratification that I have been thus
enabled to discard them altogether the moment a favourable opportunity occurred,
and to refer their applications direct to the merchant.
The Sligo market is
showing great activity with promise of further importations, and there is every
appearance of a sufficient supply, till the large importations from America shall
arrive; but my fear has always been, that in the midst of plenty the people will in
time not have wherewithal to buy.
There is throughout the country, amongst the
lower classes, very great individual distress, which others with plenty are taking
advantage of, to withhold paying their rents, and to participate in all the measures
of relief intended for, and which should be strictly confined to, the destitute
all
;
fly to the Public Works and neglect their land which lies choked with weeds,
and
which will be in no very fit state to receive seed in the spring.
I have submitted to the Commissary-General my recommendation that in this
_
district there should be no more Coast Guard nor Constabulary shops.
For a
temporary emergency, and without any Commissariat establishment to form
a
sufficient number of main depots, they might have been indispensable
but under
;
the present prospect of a “ sine die” deficiency of home produce to feed the
population, a retail business in the hands of Government servants must
of necessity
retard, if not prevent altogether, the organization of those means, and that
machinery
which it is so important to force into existence for providing the different localities
with cheaper imported food than they can procure from the produce of the country.
They are still grubbing up a few diseased potatoes as large as walnuts but that
;
vegetable in this district has quite disappeared from the gentleman’s table.
I have
not seen one these three weeks.
Mr. Cummins, Commissariat Clerk, is at Killibegs. Deputy Assistant Commissary-General M'Culloch is gone to the north-north-west part of Donegal to fix

on the most eligible site for a depot, and

Deputy Assistant Commissary-General

Gem will proceed to Rutland or Gweedore Bay as may appear most expedient,
after Deputy Assistant Commissary-General
M'Culloch’s Report has been brought
under consideration.
With these three stations in Donegal, and Ballina in the
county of Mayo, I anticipate no want in the country, except that of employment,
the providing of which, on judicious
offer
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from

5tli to

7th November, 184G, both days inclusive.

VI.— ACCOUNTS OF COMMITTEES,
County.

No.

&c.

Locality, &c.

I

|

7137

Douglas Committee inquire if it is necessary that they should return
an account of their expenditure, &c., on the forms supplied, as they
already supplied that account in a printed form ; and if they can
engage the services of the constabulary as formerly in distributing circulars, notices, &c., or claim their services to any extent.
Informed that it is necessary to have one of the forms of account filled and returned, and
that it was not previously known that the Committee received assistance from the constabulary in the way stated, nor can its continuance be made the object of an official application.
Kerry.
Tralee Committee forward account of expenditure for the past season

7136

Ditto

6900

Kilmighil and Kilmacduan Committee state that they have already
furnished their accounts, and feel surprised that a circular calling
for those accounts again should have been forwarded.
Informed that the accounts referred to were duly received, but attention is called to two
Government donations, namely, 5 /. 10s. for Kilmighil, and 61. 10s. for Kilmacduane,
granted on the 12th August last, which it is presumed might not have been received in
time to be included in the accounts in question.
Donegal
Milford Committee state, that the composition of the Committee
has not yet been sanctioned by the Deputy-Lieutenant of the
county, and therefore no funds have been expended.
Informed that the account called for by circular of the 27 th ultimo is for the period
ended loth August, during which the private subscriptions amounted to 54/. 5s., and the

7093

Cork

....

of distress, &c.

Acknowledged.
Killorglin Committee forward account of expenditure, &c.

Acknowledged.

6897

Clare

....

I

|

Government donation
6967

....

to 30/.

Forgney Committee state that they have not yet expended the 50/.
granted to them by Government, but will, if necessary, furnish
an account of their private subscriptions.
Informed that the account called for by the circular of the 27th ultimo is required to be
and that one of the forms of account current should be filled
;

Longford

I

I

made up to the 15th August
up to that date.
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continued.

Return of Correspondence, &c.

Z

VI.—ACCOUNTS OF COMMITTEES

continued.

Locality, &c.

Galway

.

•

Newmarket-on-Fergus County Surveyor iB requested to have an
avouched account current prepared and transmitted, showing the
application of the sums issued to him for providing employment in
Newmarket-on-Fergus in the past season of distress.
Castleblakeney Committee state that they have already furnished their

6915

Cavan

.

.

Ballynanagh Committee

6963

King’s Co.

•

Moneygall Committee

6901

Limerick

•

•

Barony of Upper Connello

ditto.

6959

Meath

.

.

Barony of Lune Committee

ditto.

6835

Tipperary

.

Outrath and Mortlestown Committee forward accounts in duplicate.

6827

Limerick

.

Kilmallock Committee

3645

6964

Clare

.

.

.

accounts.

.

ditto.

ditto.

state that

they have already furnished their

accounts.

6960

Tipperary

.

Nenagh Committee

6902

Ditto

.

.

•

Cappawhite and Donohill Committee

.

7128

Clare

.

.

6908

Tipperary

7046

King’s Co.

.

7064

Tipperary

.

6829

Waterford

.

6970

Tipperary

ditto.

ditto.

Broadford Committee state that they have already forwarded
account of expenditure.
Upperchurch (Borrisolugh) Committee ditto.
Philipstown Committee

Clonmel Committee

their

ditto.

state that they will furnish account of their ex-

penditure as required.

Portlaw Committee state that they have already furnished their
accounts, and will again do so.
Ballygibbon, &c., Committee, Upper Ormond, I state that they have

Modreeny, Lower Ormond,

>already furnished their

Ardcroney, Lower Ormond,
sary will furnish them again.

accounts, and if neces-

.

Killeuaule Committee

.

Kilcullen Committee furnish replies to queries of circular 12th Au-

Ditto

Kildare

6911

Waterford

6909

Wexford

.

7049

Cork

.

7047

Limerick

.

7025

Galway

.

.

6895

Cork

•

.

7028

Galway

.

.

6828

Kerry .

.

.

7026

Wicklow

.

6958

Meath

.

.

J

.

.

6912
6913

ditto.

gust last.
'.

Bonmahon and Kilmacthomas Committee state that they have
furnished account of expenditure,

& c.,

and

already

will, if necessary, do so

again.

.

Scarawalsh Committee
•

ditto.

'

Clonmeen Committee and Kilcorney Committee state that they have
already furnished their accounts, and shall furnish them again
shortly.

.

Kilbehenny Committee forward replies as requested by circular, 12th
August, and will furnish more detailed returns of account of expenditure, &c. if required.
Gort Committee state that they have already furnished an account
of their expenditure, &c., and will do so again if necessary.
Blackrock and Ballintimple Committee state that they have already
furnished their accounts, and will do so again if required.
Spiddal Committee state that they have already furnished their acaccounts.
Castleisland Committee state that they have already furnished their
accounts.
Baltinglass Committee state, that having already furnished the account of their expenditure, &c., taken from detached papers, it
becomes difficult to re-furnish it ; but that if the former account
is returned, they shall have it shaped according to the form supplied.

.

.

...

'
.

Crossakeel Committee furnish replies to queries of circular 12th
August last, and will give other details, if required, of their expenditure, &c.

Head of Answer
That the

:

August last, do not supersede the necessity
“Account Current” on the forms supplied from the Commissariat Relief Office on the

replies returned to queries in circular of 12th

for obtaining the

27th ultimo.
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vn. APPLICATIONS *0* BOOKS, PAPERS,

2 69

continued.

^mcOMHITr™ APPROVED BE

County.
Locality, &c.

6988

Cork

7160

Monaghan

Clones Committee request a supply
of stationery.
tbat an stationery required
y
by Relief Committees is
tn
f the rdief funds t0 be formed in
the m^ner

6931

Donegal

.

Str

7162

Donegal

.

Upper and Lower Moville Committee.

Milcove, Berehaven Committee.

.

.

Sent.

?T

noinXni
t
pointed
out by the Instructions.

7062

Westmeath

7156

Waterford

7157

Kilkenny

Committee having been sanctioned
by the Lieutenant of
“,°i apply for books, &c.
county,
Books, &c., forwarded to the secretary.
r

Books, &c., sent.
Athlone Committee.
Books, &c., sent.
Passage East Committee.
Books, &c., sent.

.

Kilnemanagh Committee.
Books, &c., sent.
Carrickmore Committee.

7066

Tyrone

7161

Tipperary.

.

Cloned

7113

Wexford

.

,

Templeshambo Committee.

7150

Sligo

.

.

,

a the

e

“

at °f lhe

is

Books, &c., sent.

.

,

7155

Fermanagh

7153

Londonderry

.

7158

Cavan

,

.

Books, &c., sent.
Committee.
Books, &c., sent.
Barony of Coole Committee.
Tirerrill

Books, &c., sent.

.

7152

Londonderry

7109

Barony of Bur-

Clare,

Maghera Committee.
Books, &c., sent.
Cootehill Committee.
Books, &c., sent.
Magherafelt. Lieutenant of county
states that he has formed a subcommittee at Belaghy, and requests books,
&c.
Noted Books, &c., sent.
Parishes of Abbey, &c., Committee.

—

Noted and
706311

Kilkenny

,

.

7078/J

sent.

Barony of Gowran, &c. (8
Noted and sent.

Districts).

7149

Queen’s County

Rosenallis (Mountmellick Committee).
Sent.

7068

Tipperary.

Castletower Committee.
Sent.

7061

Cork

6927

King’s County

Viscount Bernard, for Cork.

.

Sent.

71591
Wexford
7011 n

.

.

Banagher Committee.
Informed that Henry Cuolahan, Esq., having
been returned
ov the Earl of Rosse as secretary of the
Committee, the books
&c., were sent 17tli October, 1846.

Duncannon (Barony of Shelbourne Committee).
Sent.

A complete

rally is forwarded.

list

of relief districts for this county geneJ °

Noted.

7082

Fermanagh

.

7112

Donegal

.

.

7069

Donegal

.

.

Ballindrait

7111

Tipperary .

.

Ballybot Committee (Barony of

7110

Queen’s County
Sligo

.

Kildare

Upper

Orier).

Instructions, &c., sent.

Mountmellick Committee.
Books, &c., sent.
and secretaries, with
forwarded, and books, &c., requested.
Books, &c., sent.
Naas Committee.
Books, &c., sent.

A list of chairmen

their respective Districts is

2
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Committee (Barony Raphoe).

Books, &c., sent.

6982

17067

Brookborough Committee (Barony of Magherastephana).
Maguiresbridge Committee (Barony of Magherastephana)
Books, &c., sent 7th and 15th October last.
Carrigans Committee (Barony Raphoe).
Books, &c., sent.
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cotitinued.

VIII.— MISCELLANEOUS.

Barony of Ikerrin Committee state that further subscriptions are
now in progress of collection by them, but that much difficulty
in obtaining contributions arises from the prevalence of distress.
obtain a fund sufficient for providing
It is suggested that should the Committee fail to
district, it may probably be
the additional supplies of food that will be necessary for the
other parts of
considered advisable by the Committee to obtain loans for the purpose, as in
for repayment, as
Ireland or advances from one of the local banks, on personal guarantees
supplies can be prohas been done in one of the County Wexford districts ; that whatever
on commission, at prices
vided should be placed with individuals of character, for sale
commission
of 5/. per cent.
all
charges,
and
a
sufficient to repay the first cost, with
food from home
Attention is requested likewise to papers on the means of providing cheap
lower prices.
corn until Indian corn meal shall be imported in sufficient quantity to
Barony of Small County Hospital Committee. Correspondent
remonstrates against the exclusion, by this Committee, of bis poor
parishioners from relief, because Count De Salis, landlord of
800 acres in the district, has not subscribed to their funds.
Informed that all persons in the barony requiring relief in wages for labour, are entitled
to a fair proportion of employment on the Public Works ; but as the subscriptions placed
Committee may
at the disposal of the Relief Committee are voluntary contributions, the
localities from which the
feel bound to limit the relief provided by them to the poor of
subscriptions were obtained ; that it might be useful to communicate with the proprietor
whose estate is excluded, as he may not be aware that the poor suffer by his not being a

Tipperary

,

—

I

contributor to the Relief Fund.

Wicklow

....

The Medical Officer appointed to this district by the
Central Board of Health, complains that the remuneration as
such given to him, viz. 2s. 8%d. per diem, is not the wages of an

Arklow.
|

artisan.
,

Informed that the Commissary-General cannot undertake -to offer an opinion on the
question raised with respect to the sufficiency of the salary assigned under the Act 9 Vic.,
which shows a rate of only 2s. 8 ltd. per
c. 6, but that in the division of the amount
diem, there must be some error, as the time during which the appointment existed was
only 105 days, namely, from the 19th May to 31st August, and for this period of service
5s. appears to Have been allowed.
Committee state that their
Parishes of Leitrim, Kilmeen, &c.
district is formed without regard to Poor Law electoral divisions,
and inquire if they can be considered legally constituted.
Informed that there is not any fixed rule for the formation of Relief Districts, but that
the Instructions point out the arrangements which it would he advisable to follow in deterresolved to sanction the
that
since
the
Government
and
mining the extent of districts;
apportionment of Presentment Works according to electoral divisions, it has become
obviously desirable that Relief Districts should, as far as may now be possible, consist of

26 1.
Galway

....

I

I

such divisions.

...

Castletown-Delviu Committee inquire whether they are correct in the
practice they have adopted, of selling food in extreme cases at the
prices of ordinary years.
Informed that a copy of the Treasury Minute of 31st August last has been issued to
each Relief Committee, as containing the leading regulations which are to be followed in
the application of Relief Funds, and that the rule therein of selling food at prices
as nearly as possible the same as the market prices of the neighbourhood, has not

Westmeath

1

I

been

altered.

....

Taghmon Committee forward resolution requesting to be informed
under what regulations they may dispose of meal.
Informed that Committees are recommended to place all food provided by Relief Funds

Wexford

1

)

and all
by the
Treasury Minute of the 31st August last, the Committees are required to sell the food
provided with Relief Funds as nearly as possible at market prices ; and that this direction
may be best complied with by the arrangement recommended for selling on commission.
Dungannon Committee inquire if they may dispose of the Relief
Tyrone
Funds in any other way than that which is stated in the Instructions, and state that they cannot procure subscriptions unless
they are allowed a discretionary power- in the disposal of the
for sale, with individuals of character, fixing a price sufficient to repay the first cost
That
charges, including a commission of 5 per cent, for storing and selling.

....

I

funds.

Donegal

....

I

Requested to state the mode in which it is considered desirable that the Relief Funds of the district should be applied.
Newtown- Cunninghum Committee inquire if they purchase meal,
whether it would be sent to them by a Government vessel free of
cost.
Also in what manner seed rye will be given, and at
what price.
Ask also for the necessary supplies of books,
-

papers, &c.
Informed that as this district is on the eastern side of the County Donegal, and not more
than seven miles from Londonderry, the Committee will find it more advantageous to purchase supplies of food from the merchants of that port than from the Government depots,
That
as there cannot be a free transit from the latter to Newtown-Cunningham district.
,
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Return of Correspondence, Sic.—continued.
VIII.—MISCELLANEOUS—continued.',

the Commissariat arrangements do not properly extend to the district, as will be found by
the Treasury Minute of the 31st August last.
Also that the supply of seed rye for
distribution will, it is expected, be very shortly complete as far as it is now possible to
augment it ; and that on the arrival of the invoices, the first cost, and arrangements for
sale, will be made known.
Also that the books, &c., have not hitherto been forwarded, a notification of the county lieutenant’s arrangements for the district not having
been made.

.....

6987

Cork

7108

Queen’s County

Mallow Committee state that the grant of 55/. in aid of
by the Government has not yet been forwarded.
Informed that

7054

Ditto

.

.

.....

will be

it

their funds

paid on application, by

letter,

to

Commissary-General Hewetson at Limerick.
Correspondent states that, at the request
of the vice-lieutenant of the county, he enters upon the duties of
secretary for a time, &c.

Upperwoods Committee.

Noted.

Rathdowney Committee.

may

Secretary wishes to

know what

salary

he

expect, Sic.

Informed that there is not any fixed rate of salary for the secretary of a Relief Committee, as the duties vary with the extent and circumstances of the Relief Districts
but
;
that where Committees consider it proper to pay salaries, the amount is left to their discretion,

and must proceed from the Relief Funds, there being no other available source of

payment.

....

7087

Limerick

7081

Galway
Barony of Tiaquin

Hospital District.

The Board

of Works reply to a communication in reference to
a statement made by the District Committee as to the distress,
&c., of the local blacksmiths, arising from the little demand for
spades, &c., that the matter has been referred to the Board’s

....

proper Officer.

Moylough Widows again

A duplicate of the

.

petition for relief.
letter of the

28th ultimo

is

forwarded.

See

6698.

Commissariat Belief Office , Dublin Castle,

November

14, 1846.

Enclosure.
Mr. Stanley

to the

Rev. Mr. Notter.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

November

Commissary-General

Dublin

Castle,

9, 1846.

Randolph J. Routh begs to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter, with resolutions adopted on the 3rd instant by the Kilmoe and Crookhaven Relief
Committee.
In these resolutions the Committee state that, in their district, 7000 inhabitants require food;
that there is very little corn there; that the poor cannot purchase fish taken on
the coast; that
there is neither a mill nor bakery within twenty-three miles
that the Relief Fund with which
meal has hitherto been provided is now exhausted ; that when the last of the Committee’s
supply was sold, 3s. a stone would be given for more.
Under these circumstances the Committee call for the establishment of a depot, and complain
of having received suggestions with respect, to the expediency of providing wheat
and barleymeal, in consequence of the high price of Indian corn at the time.
The Committee do not advert to the generally known fact of the insufficiency of the quantity
of Indian corn as yet imported, for enabling Government to obtain
supplies adequate to the
maintaining of issues from depots ; nor is any allowance made for the general difficulty
Sir

;

of obtaining foreign supplies to make good a loss in the home supply,
which was not fully
developed until the end of August; and yet these foreign supplies are demanded while
the ample produce of the home harvest is stored through
the country, or exported for
sale elsewhere.

The Committee may rest assured that when the Commissariat arrangements for assisting in
providing the supplies of food required shall be complete, due attention for that object
will be
given to the wants of the population in every district of the western
division of Ireland.
In the meantime, the sources which would enable the population
to purchase food at a depot,
one were now existing in your district, will, it may be expected, lead to the
introduction of
supplies through the exertions of the Relief Committee.
if
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Trevelyan.

Sir R. Routii to Mr.

Dublin

Castle,

November

16, 1846.

the honour to lay before you for the information of the Right
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the weekly
return of the Commissariat depots in Ireland, and also a statement of the amount
of donations and of the sums subscribed up to the 14th instant.

have

I

my

Honourable
33847. 5s .

Enclosure.

Weekly State

Depots

of Provisions &c., in the several

Ireland, on the Evening

in

of

Saturday, the 14th November, 1846.
Indian Corn Meal.

Indian Corn in Quarters of
Eight Bushels each.

In

DEPOTS.
With
In Store.

In Port.

Limerick

.

,

Banagher

.

.

Port.

Sacks
280 'lbs.

lbs.

“Madagascar”

.

Haulbowline
Skibbereen .
Dingle

.

.

Cahirciveen

.

.

....
....
....
....
....
.

Galway
Westport
Clifden
Sligo

Ballina

Dublin

.

3S4

1,654

657
183
1,500
10
63
25

9

24
29

.

1,381

137

240
141

196

1,456

876

884

.

....

Roscommon

Bags
112 lbsi

29

170

Longford
Castlerea

Sacks
280 lbsi

7,190
176
542
1,388
250
964
1,484
250
3,147

.

....

Kilrush

Biscuit.

In Store.

Sacks

280

Millers:

Oatmeal.

.

Total

500

16

770

••

.

240

19,030

.

1,518

5,613

|

Recapitulation of Balance on the 14th November, 1846.

202

1,010 quarters of Iudian corn, equal to
19,030 sacks of Indian corn meal, each 280 lbs., equal to
.
.
1,518 sacks of oatmeal, each 280 lbs., equal to
.
.
5,613 bags of biscuit, each 112 lbs., equal to.
Total

R.
Dublin Castle, November

Donations

issued by

of his Excellency the

mittees

Name

in aid of

Lord Lieutenant

of
Donations.

£

.

.

....
.

R.
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to

Relief Com-

Amount of
Subscriptions.

Amount

Brought forward from last week
Tirerill District, County of Sligo
Kilmichael District, County of Cork
.
.
Stradone District, County of Cavan
Newcastle District, County of Limerick
Schull District, County of Cork
Galway District, County of Galway . .

Castle,

,,

Subscriptions.

of Committee.

....

Dublin

tons

280^f „
3,051^ 0 tons

J. Routii, Commissary-General.

'

,,

2,378$
189$

.

16, 1846.

Command

Date.

•
.

....

Digitisation Unit

.

J.

2,844
125
50
8

5.

cl.

5
0

0
0

0
0

0
0
0

84
23
250

0
0
0

0
0

3,384

5

0

£

s.

d.

5,813 8
255 12

3

16 15

6

3

3

6,907

0

Routii, Commissary- General.

COMMISSARIAT.
Sir R. Routii to Mr.

The

273

Trevelyan.

Castle, Dublin,

November

16, 1846.

Your letter of tlie 13th arrived in time to make the alteration in paragraph 5, and which has been done accordingly.
I think the “ Manchester” had better go to Galway, where she will experience
no difficulty in depth of water and good anchorage, &c., but at Westport I should
fear sending so large a ship, from the delay and inconvenience of discharging
her, at perhaps three miles from the quay.
The other two, or rather their cargoes, had better be sent the “ Sardinia” to
Ballina, and the “ Montezuma” to Sligo.
I am anxious to put those depots in
some order, and with a little more of something like abundance.
With regard to the cargo of the “ Manchester,” I should grind the 3000
quarters at that port, and probably send the 1000 barrels of meal to Westport,
and as soon as I hear of her arrival at Cork, I shall endeavour to arrange this

—

matter.

The “ Andromache”
supplies for Valencia

is now on her way to Galway from Cork, but loaded with
and Dingle, which the small steamers will take from her.

The “ Andromeda” has

also arrived at Cork, and as soon as she has unloaded
stores for that port, she will proceed to Killibege, where her presence will
enable us to make a better bargain for a magazine on shore at that port.
shall be ready soon to fill her, which will be a great convenience for the northern

some

We

ports of Donegal.
I enclose to you extract of a letter from Mr. Hughes at Skibbereen, giving an
account of the shite of his part of the country.
I have sent to O’Brien to prepare the bread and biscuit, and send it to you.
I am revising the districts, so as to make them fit in with the baronies, and to
have an equal number of Committees or nearly so in each.
Of all of which
I shall advise you in time.

Enclosure.

Extract of a Letter from Mr. Commissariat Clerk Hughes, dated Skibbereen, 13th November,
1846, and addressed to Commissary- General Sir R. J. Routh, Dublin.
farmers who have been holding over their corn, are now getting aground
I was at one about two miles from this yesmost of the small mills are in full work.
terday, and counted nearly twenty animals all with corn waiting to be ground, which I find is
taken to the different points where the men are paid on the Public Works, and sold at a high
price.
In a conversation with the miller, it appears he can turn out from 45 to 50 barrels
weekly.
The weather is very fine for the last four or five days, and I did expect to see some preall is blank.
One man at whose house
parations for wheat sowing, but nothing of the kind
I found
1 called, seeing both wheat and oat stacks, between II and 12 A.M. ; a beautiiul day.
this lazy fellow
farmer I will not call him stretched on a settle in his hovel ot a kitchen.
Yet this man has 40 or 50 acres of good land well situated ; and on questioning him about
Nothing I
thrashing and bringing in his coni, was answered, he had none to dispose of.
believe could rouse or induce these indolent people to sow before February.

The

little

—

—

I shall

—

attend to your orders about the querns.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
November

18, 1846.

This will be delivered to you by Mr. Chappie, Mr. Cubitt’s foreman ; who
has superintended under my directions the making of several hand-mills, which
he will deliver to you, together with one which has been made by Mr. Corcoran,
and another by Captain James, of the Royal Engineers.
I shall be obliged to you to call to your aid competent millers or others, and
to ascertain by actual trial which of them it will be advisable to adopt as models,
and whether the specimens so selected are immediately susceptible of any further
improvement.
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Pray
Ireland,

also

inform

who might

me whether

there are any manufacturers of such articles in

be called upon for tenders.

You are already aware that I have requested Captain Mann to send you a
specimen of his hand-mills, and I am promised three more fitted with machinery,
one from France, another from Ipswich, and the third, which Captain James has
kindly undertaken for

me

;

all

which

shall be forwarded to you as soon as I

receive them.

Mr, Chappie

is

Mr. Cubitt has furnished
a very respectable pains-taking man.
to defray his expenses, and he will remain as long as you

him with an advance
wish

to keep

him.

Captain

Mann

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Kilrush, November 16, 1846.

On the receipt of your letter I went to Kilkee, and found that several
persons had taken to quern making, the success of the man alluded to having
proved the inducement.
I have purchased one from the best maker, a stone-mason, and will forward
it to-morrow to Sir R. Routh, according to your directions ; the price is 15.?.,
but the man fairly says if a greater quantity was wanted they would be lower,
because it would be worth his getting a larger and more fit stock of tools in
that case.
This sort of handmill will be far better suited to the wants of the poor in
country places than any other, because there is no risk of its getting out of
order further than they can repair, while iron work must always be more or
less liable to it ; in towns, or near them, the larger iron mills may do better.
There will be a class of persons, artizans and others, whose time could be
more advantageously employed, and who would be better able to pay a little
per stone to the party possessing and working the mill ; beside, with the latter
there would be some shifting of screws in order to take the large grain (Indian
corn), that would be likely to puzzle many of the poor ; while with the quern,
a bit of tow in the socket of the iron would raise the stone sufficient to receive
the grain and grind coarse : then the tow taken out, it might be thrown off
fine.
In fact this sort of mill is simple, inexpensive, and the poor understand
it ; and if they wish to be kind and lend, it can be easily carried from house to
house ; the more expensive mill must be a joint-stock purchase, and perhaps
lead to quarrelling.
You may have cold water thrown on the intention to supply all the poor. I
find objections raised on the score that it is likely to cause waste ; the question
is, whether the real objection in this case is to the poor possessing the means
Some little time since a report was spread that the
to use their own corn.
Government disapproved of the people using querns, and that the police were
ordered to break, and were seen destroying them ; it created quite a panic, and
the poor creatures concealed them in bogs, &c., complaining to me on the subject.
I mentioned it to the head of the police, and of course found it false ;
my encouraging the manufacture of them at Kilkee set that at rest. I can only
add that I am very happy you have taken up the matter, and certain your
intention carried out will be a great boon to the poor.
On the subject of the road contract and presentment system, there are a
multitude of stories told that will not bear repeating, except two, which being
One thing appears
related to me as matters of fact, you shall have hereafter.
to me clear, that these contracts are in the hands of people who either have
interest with, or are tenants of grand jurors ; the result is, that large sums of
money go to any but the right party the poor man who does the work. It
has now become of great importance, that every source by which money-wages
could be gained by the poor man should be fairly open to him. And hence
arises the question, whether it is possible to make arrangements that would
place all the road repairs in the country under Government control ? (say the
.

—

Board of Works) in the same manner, some of the roads are already. It must
be a very large sum that is levied as cess for that purpose and that it is too
;
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The contracts, I fear, generally are
often shamefully abused, few will deny.
taken by parties put forward by a landlord (perhaps his tenant or servant) who
supplies horses and carts, throws a few loads of gravel about, and when the
time comes for payment, takes the supposed contractor, certifies and gets the
amount allowed, and then receives it ; the poor man perhaps allowed at the
rate of 6 d. per day for the time he worked, out of his rent, which rent being
fixed at so much cash, and so many days’ work in the year at that rate the
cases in point I alluded to, are these :
An officer of the Board of Works stated to me that, not long since, going on
a road that had, by its repair, &c., come under that Board, he observed a man
with a cart throwing here and there a few shovels of gravel ; on inquiring
:

why he did so, the man stated he was the contractor for keeping the road in
repair, and that 50/: had been granted for that purpose by the grand jury.
On
being threatened that the police should be sent to turn him off, the man got
frightened, and said that, although the contract was in his name, it was his
master’s (a magistrate’s) horses and carts who were to do it ; he was merely a
tenant, and would derive no benefit as the money would have to be paid over
to the former as soon as it was received.
A stipendiary magistrate told me, that a person (I understood, a magistrate)
having interest with the grand jury, promised to obtain the contract on a road
for a party, who was, in consideration, to give him 20/., and a bill to that
effect passed between them.
The party got the contract, but from some unforeseen circumstance, it proved a losing one, and he refused to take up the
He Avas threatened with a civil action by the holder, but the story
bill.
getting Avind that the contractor Avould insist on proof of the consideration,
some friends

interfered,

and

it

Avas dropt.

I knoAV there is a laAv that Avould meet these and many other cases, but so
are, I fear, tarred with the same brush, or very nearly, that it Avould be
a hopeless attempt to stop jobbing in that Avay, other than having the charity
to remove the temptation from them.
In my former letter, I described the state of this part of the county of Clare
as to population, and Iioav few there are in a position to help the poor.
One
serious consideration now is as to Avhat the land is to be tilled Avith this coming
season. The general average of land said to have been laid doAvn in potatoes
is, in some instances, put at one-sixtli, but for the reason I gave you, the dense
population and large proportion of cottier and con-acre tenants, that proportion
may be underrated. Of the land so planted, I feel all but certain, about fourfifths will not be tilled that A\'ay again for want of seed or other causes ; wheat
we have very little that is mostly groAA'n about Kilballyowen. Oats are never
considered Avorth milling here except about Ennis.
Barley Ave grow as good
as others ; but bere and rye are scarcely knoAvn.
The oats have been largely
exported, and Avisely, for they Avere only fit for feeding.
The Avheat and
barley is being freely used by the people for food, and it unfortunately happens
the land is so cold and Avet that the former cannot be laid in the ground
freely until spring, consequently there is great doubt whether enough seed
would be left to cover the extra breadth of land, even supposing it would
bear the above as crops.
Noav we have rich bog for rye, and gravelly soil for
bere.
Potatoes, as a green crop, has prepared it for such ; this with turnips,
parsnips, and the remnant of the potatoes AA’ould fill up, but the rye and bereseed are not here. Application Avas made by Colonel Vandeleur, the Chairman of this Committee, requesting information as to the price of the seed
about to be imported by the Government ; no reply could be given then, as
the invoices, &c., had not arrived. If you consider our position here, I am
sure you Avill see the importance of having every information on that subject
communicated as early as possible. I have talked on the subject with good
practical men, and they all are of opinion it is most important.
They also
state, these crops (rye and bere) Avould be a full fortnight at least earlier than
the others.
Another important consideration, my object is to find Avhat the
Committees Avill do, or can do in the Avay of purchasing and distributing the
seed in good time, in case it should prove necessary to retail that from the
stores.
I should like to see it offered at a tempting price under stringent
regulation to insure its being put in the ground.
The Circular on this subject
has caused a greal deal of talk and some uncertainty ; it is most desirable
that an early and clear understanding should be given, in case they are dis-

many

;

-
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posed to avail themselves fully, and work. I have written freely as you requested, and shall he very happy if you can pick out anything that is useful
my anxiety is to show the people that their quiet conduct is appreciated, and
to counteract an impudent fellow’s speech, “ That if they had been more
“ troublesome they would have better care taken of them
he was well put
down by Colonel Vandeleur.
;

Mr. Trevelyan

to Captain

Mann.

Treasury, November 21, 1846.

Pray

accept

my

thanks for your prompt attention

to

my

request about the

quern.

We have sent Sir Randolph Routh all the rye seed we have been able to procure in this country, and in the neighbouring parts of the continent of Europe,
and any more that we might be able to get from more distant quarters would be
too late to be sown this year.
Bere, however, is a spring crop, and we have, therefore, ample time to make our
preparations as far as that

is

concerned.

But has it not occurred to you and Colonel Vandeleur, that as bere is merely an
inferior sort of barley, which has become adapted to a poor soil and a severe climate,
you might, by adopting it in the south of Ireland, be unnecessarily having recourse
to an inferior article, and that good common barley would be better suited to your
soil and climate than bere, besides being more productive and profitable.
Sir R. Routh has, ere this, received a detailed invoice of the rye and bere seed;
and if you have not yet got the information you want, you should write to him again
for

it.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle,

November

17, 1846.

send you enclosed an application from Mr. Mansell, of Limerick,
Will you have the goodness to enable me to answer it.
I send also extract of a letter from Deputy Assistant Commissary-General
Campbell, copy of which I send to Colonel Jones.
I

relative to flax seed.

Enclosure.
Mr. Mansell

to Sir

R. Routh.
Tervoe, Limerick,

The

Flax Improvement Society, at

many, both of

my

tenants

and of those

November

14, 1846.

my

request, have sent one of their agents here, and
of the neighbouring proprietors, intend to sow it next

year.

None

but American seed, which is very bad, is imported out of Limerick
and in order to
grow flax successfully, we ought to have either Riga or Dutch seed. The former is usually
the best, but this year the Dutch seed is peculiarly fine.
I think that the Government would
confer a great benefit upon this part of Ireland if they would assist our efforts
this year, by
importing at Limerick some of the best flax seed and perhaps it may be found not inconsistent
with their rules to assist so useful an object in its infancy.
;

;

Extract

of a

Letter from Deputy

Assistant Commissary-General

Campbell.

Longford, November 14, 1846.
I am happy to say that though prices are still high, and even risen to-day, yet the markets
are better supplied, and employment on roads, &c. becomes pretty general to show, however,
;
the indolence of the people, they prefer idling on the Public Works at 8 d. a-day to earning
double that amount from farmers and others who require them. This I have had from most

respectable persons, who said that neither man nor cart nor horse could be had for hire and
;
that the effect now and for the future, while they could look to Government employ, would be
most demoralising and injurious. During my several visits to the country, I have seen the

men employed

in repairing roads idling scandalously
and where even they had overseers
;
(not always to be seen), I fear their authority extended a very short way.
Women are also
in breaking stones at 4 d. a day ; an unseemly occupation, but there is
them a very gentle application of the hammer.

employed on the roads
with
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Routh.

November

19, 1846.

I shall be obliged to you to submit Mr. Mansell of Tervoe’s
application for flax seed to Mr. Labouchere, and if he approves of it, I will procure
any quantity that may be required, for the purpose of introducing the cultivation at Limerick or elsewhere.
But we must not interfere as regards those
parts of Ireland in which the cultivation is already regularly pursued.
If it should be determined to assist in procuring the seed, you must give me
every necessary particular with respect to the quantity in which, and the time
at which, it will be required.
In the meantime, I have requested Mr. Erichsen to ascertain in what quantity and at what price the best Dutch seed is to be obtained.

Treasury Minute.
November

17, 1816.

Write

to the Secretary of the Admiralty, and with reference to the Report
be returned herewith) addressed to him by the Captain Superintendent oi the Royal Clarence Yard on the 13th inst., relative to the anticipated
want o 1 supplies of Indian corn to keep the mills at Gosport employed, transmit to be laid before the Lords of the Admiralty copy of a letter from Messrs.
Erichsen and Co. ol the 16th instant, showing the measures about to be taken
lor forwarding to the Royal Clarence Yard supplies of barley to be ground

(which

is

to

into meal.

Messrs.

Ekichsen and Co.

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
110, Fenchurch-street, London,
November 16, 1846.

We

have the honour to return the enclosed letter from Captain John Carter,
Superin
tendent of the Royal Clarence Victualling Yard at Gosport, and to state that,
as it is quite
doubtful what quantities of Indian corn may arrive during the next three
or four weeks for
the supply of Portsmouth, we shall be ready on Monday next, or as
soon as we may succeed
in making some arrangement with the Directors of the
Southampton Railway, to forward
barley m bags at the rate of 500 quarters per week to the Royal Clarence Victualling
Yard.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

November

18, 1846.

I am much gratified with the accounts you give me of your activity
and success with the barley meal, and we are quite ready to receive any
quantity at Dublin.
I am also not a little interested in your improvements on the
portable mills,
which will, I think, be of the greatest service to the country.
We shall have four of our inspecting officers on their route this week.

Assistant Commissary-General Bishop, County Cork.
Colonel Douglas, County Tipperary, and perhaps one trip round County

Waterford.
Captain Reid, County Kerry, and that part of West and East Carbury
as far as Skibbereen.
Colonel Archer, County Galway.
I am very much inclined to place Mr. Trimmer
at Galway, so as to employ
Mr. Millikin as an inspecting officer, but I want to see a little more of him
I know your good opinion of Mr. Trimmer.
I send you enclosed a memorandum of
my conversation with the Rev. Mr.
Monahan, and I suspect that Mr. M'Donnell must have been the gentleman
first.

who made the report. The barony of Costello either belongs to him or he is
otherwise connected with its interests, and he wanted some six or seven depots
with paid constables, and my representation to him of the
impossibility of
such a measure was unsatisfactory to him.
2
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I am very glad you are going to print Mr. Ball’s Report, which I think will
be very useful, and I should like to have about two dozen copies. I observe
what you say of stations, and shall act accordingly.
I think you may fairly engage Commander Hill, and I return Lord Auck-

land’s letter.

Mr. Labouchere is in favour of Mr. Mansell’s application for flax seed. As
a general principle, he thinks the interference of Government objectionable,
but as opening a new source of industry on the West Coast in County Limerick,
he thinks we ought to stretch a point.

[

Enclosure.

Memorandum.~\

I believe the following is a correct version of my interview with the deputation from
Achill Island.
The parish priest, the Rev. Mr. Monahan, with another gentleman, I believe his curate,
waited on me, and at the same time Mr. M'Don’nel], of Doo Castle, M.P. for the county of
Mayo, a staunch repealer, but then unknown to me, accompanied them.
Mr. Monahan said he called for the assistance of Government to the poor of Achill Island
at such prices as the poor could afford to pay.
I informed him that it was our intention to establish a sub-depot in that island towards the
end of November, when our supplies might be expected to arrive, but that I could not
promise him to sell at low prices that we could not buy dear and sell cheap, and that any
attempt on our part to do so would prevent any mercantile competition, which we were desirous
of encouraging.
I believe the gentleman’s answer was pretty nearly what the report says.
In my reply I acknowledged the fact that we did then, under other circumstances, exercise
a control over the market which we could not now repeat.
answers only are misrepresented.
The priest’s answer is here also tolerably correct.
1 told him that we had a little more respect for his illustrious countryman Burke, than to
But
despise the rules of political economy, where they really tended to their own advantage.
that as regarded his application he might rest assured that it would not be overlooked, that
everything was in progress to give effect to it, and that all just care and attention would be
interests
he
represented.
locality
whose
given to the
The subsequent part of the editor’s report on there being no real scarcity, which he substantiates by extracts from my letter, is only one side of the subject.
He does not consider that the grain then stacked in the country, which is the abundance
described, is altogether insufficient to supply the loss of the potato, though at that moment it
was very desirable to bring it into consumption to allow time for foreign arrivals. The farmers
knowing the real scarcity, and afraid of being left without food by depending exclusively on
these arrivals, were hoarding as much for their own security as for any prospect of gain.
;

My

Commissary- General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan.
Limerick, November 18, 1846.

There is, as I believe I have before observed to you, an evident disinclination on the part of the factors and millers in Limerick to reduce -the
Mr. Russell demanded and obtained last week 1//. per ton
prices of meal.

You are aware the stock in this market was for a short time
for Indian meal.
very limited, with an increasing demand, hence the augmented rate, but now
that supplies are daily arriving in the ports of Falmouth, Liverpool, and
Cork, as also to a lesser extent here, and no want of home produce, prices
should come down. The Russells may be said to regulate the rate in this
and adjoining counties of Clare, Tipperary, and the north-western portion of
Kerry. I called on them on Monday morning, when they promised, from
that date, both Indian and whole wheaten meal should be reduced to 16/.
again, and oatmeal to 20/., but even this is too high a figure for any length of
Indian corn has been freely sold in Cork at 14/. on board, and I am
time.
informed latterly a cargo was sold at 13/. It is a step for serious consideration,
the opening or partially opening our depots ; but really the Limerick prices,
I
if held at the foregoing quotations much longer, should be brought down.
run up to Dublin in a few days to see Sir Randolph upon various points ol
service, and am most desirous to confer with him, on this, one of the most
important ; the Russells are doing a great deal, and it is our best policy to

encourage and afford them every reasonable facility and protection, but I fear,
altogether to the few houses in this city (theirs giving the tone) reducbe very gradual in operation.

if left

tions will

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

279

Sir Randolph, I understand, keeps you informed on all
matters upon which
him worthy of your attention. In anticipation of the
receipt of
he a veil pleased to see our present stock
going into
consumption. Indian meal does not, in this damp climate,
improve by long
keeping, though to this time, ours is in good order, as is also,
though not very
fresh the biscuit ; nevertheless I am desirous both should,
as soon as other
considerations will admit ol it, be brought into use, through
Relief Committees, for the people
The stock in this district, which comprehends the
depots at Limerick, Skibbereen, Cahirciveen, Dingle,
Kilrush, “ Madagascar ”
I write to

fresh supplies, I shall really

and Banagher,

is

:

10,143 sacks of Indian meal of 20 stone each.
3,889 barrels of Indian meal of 14 stone each.
135 sacks of oatmeal of 20 stone each.
232 casks of oatmeal of 24 stone each.
3,994 bags of biscuit of 8 stone each.

The

beneficial effects of the

Treasury regulations touching the supply of

food, and the firmness shown, so far, in resisting
applications for opening our
depots is now evident, not only in the large importations
advised from foreign
countries, but in many parts, in the roused
energies and active benevolence of
the landed proprietors, clergy, gentry, Relief Committees,
and others, which
are bringing so much ol the home, in aid of foreign
produce, into home consumption. Nevertheless there are localities, and I
anxious the authorities
Dublin should consider such cases, where from absenteeism
and the causes

am

m

I have before reported, little or nothing is doing,
and I would almost say, can
be done ; next month will bring them more prominently
out, and we must be
prepared with aid, should the more legitimate means of affording

relief fail.

Sir Randolph’s directions, under date the 16th instant,
to inspecting officers Seepa e
g
will be most serviceable, not only in checking abuses,
but in imparting valuable
information upon which we can rely.
2351 quarters Indian corn have just arrived in the Shannon
for Russell.

Sir R. Routh to Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin, Noveniber 19, 1846.
Three of our Inspecting Officers, Assistant Commissary-General
Bishop,
County Cork; Colonel Douglas, Waterford and Tipperary
and Captain Reid
County Kerry, hare their instructions, and leave
Dublin on Saturday
Mr. Le Mesuner proceeds on the same day to Banagher,
and Mr. Trimmer
goes down to Galway and after a time will
relieve Mr. Milliken, so as to
;

ov

a

County Galway

T

,,

attach

Comity Clare

as his tour of inspection, and perhaps to
It is very desirable to reserve our Com-

to it hereafter.
missariat Officers for the West Coast, for
the part of the country where we are
specially pledged, so that they may
perform two duties, of inspecting our
depots and accountants, as well as the
Committees.
Galway throughout will
good deal of Commissariat attention.
Douglas appears to be all zeal and activity, and promises to
be very

require a

us"

Captain Reid is very anxious, but he may probably
require a day or two
to understand his duties before he
leaves.
think Mr. Ball’s Report will much facilitate

more
I

their

I shall attend to
in type.

the alterations you send me.

first efforts.

We keep
A

®r'vetson writes you about opening his depots.
will be here on Monday, and I shall better
understand
and write you accordingly.
1

I

have the invoice of the rye.

laction of so

many

1*

active*
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the instructions

'
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continued.

IV.— MISCELLANEOUS.

Z
19996

\

General District

.

.

Sir
|

Robert Kane forwards a demand on the Commission for inamounting to 31. Os. 6d., the cost

quiring; into the potato disease,

of a potato pulper furnished by Messrs. Cottam and Hallen,
London, and he stales, that it was sent over in reference to the
potato disease, with the cognizance of the official authorities in

London.
The Under Secretary inquires whether there are any funds at the
disposal of the Commissary-General applicable to this demand ?
Informed that there are not any funds out of which the Commissary-General can recommend payment of the expense ; slated that all expenses of inquiry into the potato
I

|

disease heretofore defrayed were included in the

Z

Under

Secretary’s disbursements.

—

Memorial of the guardians of the Poor Law Union
suggests to His Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant, that exports
should be stopped for six months ; distillation suspended, and
Irish produce purchased by Government, to supply extensive

Waterford City.

\

19068/

public granaries.

Informed by the Chief Secretary, that the suggestions will receive the fullest conGovernment. Paper noted at the Commissariat Relief Office, and returned

sideration of

to the

Under

Secretary.

....

—

Memorial of magistrates, &c., praying
Parish of Upper Badoney.
for a separate Committee, &c., &c., for this parish.
This memorial, &c., is returned to the Under Secretary, with a letter received from the
Lieutenant of the county, declining to make the changes suggested, and which letter is
at the same time acknowledged; the parties are informed also that their memorial, &c.,
having been referred to the Lieutenant of the county, he has on inquiry considered it
unadvisable to make the changes proposed, and therefore the Relief District as originally
constituted will remain unaltered.
Roscommon
Town of Roscommon. Correspondent makes inquiries with reference to the formation of Relief Committees, &c-, &c.
A copy of the sanctioned instructions is enclosed, observing that the Lieutenant, or
Vice-Lieutenant, may add to the ex-officio members of new Committees so many members of the late Committees as should appear to be desirable.
Tyrone (Barony of
Parish of Urney.
Correspondent requests that East and West
Strabane).
Urney (situated in different counties) be formed i
District, &c., &c.
See answer annexed.

Tyrone

I

|

...

—

1

[

—

:

Commissariat Relief Office,
Dublin Castle, November 19, 1846.

Mr. Stanley

to the

Rev.

George Wren.

Commissariat Relief

November

The Memorial
sary General Sir

of the Relief

Ranpolph

Depot at or near Kilfinane.

Office,

Dublin

Castle,

11, 1846.

Committee of Kilfinane having been

Routh, he desires
The supply of food

J.

to state that there will not

referred to

Commis-

be a Commissariat

part of the country will be left to the
efforts of the inhabitants to provide for their own wants, with the means which would enable
them to purchase corn or meal at a depot, and which will no doubt be found to offer a sufficient
inducement to dealers to provide supplies through the ample resources of the port of Limerick.
Should the Relief Committee form an additional Relief Fund to provide a supply of food
for sale at market prices, a grant in aid may be obtained in the manner pointed out by the
printed instructions.

Mr. Stanley

to the

for that

Rev.

Robert Hume.
Office, Dublin Castle,
November 10, 1846.
day received by Commissary-

Commissariat Relief

Your

letter

to the

Under Secretary having been

this

General Sir Randolph J. Routh, he begs to state that the object, which you have in view can
only be effected through the Vice-Lieutenant of the county Donegal, Sir James Stewart, to
whom he recommends that you should send a list of the Committee for Urney in Tyrone, with
a statement of your Committee’s arrangements, requesting that the same Committee, with any
addition of ex-officio members locally necessary, may be named for Urney in Donegal, there-

upon detaching that parish from Donaghmore, which it is competent to the Vice-Lieutenant to
do, should he consider such an arrangement advisable.
In any event the matter rests with him.
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from 9th

to

I.— APPLICATIONS

1

November, bofh days

1th

inclusive.

FOR GRANTS.

No.

.Locality, &c.

Newcastle Committee forward a certified
amounting to 168/. 5^., and solicit a grant.

1168

Limerick

1262

Roscrea Committee state, that they have collected subscriptions
amounting to 192/., as a fund for the purchase of provisions, to
be sold at first cost, and to provide gratuitous relief to some
parties.
Also state that they expect a proportionate grant from
Government.
Informed that uniless the workhouse of the Union be full, gratuitous aid should not be
given from the Relief Fund to even the infirm poor.
It is recommended to the Roscrea
Committee to consider whether employment of some kind may not be provided for all
persons who shall directly receive assistance from the fund; as grants on subscriptions are
only made on condition that the fund shall be applied conformably to the printed instructions.
Also informed that if the Committee be prepared to adhere to the instructions, a
grant will be recommended, on the list of the subscriptions being transmitted, in the manner pointed out by the Regulations, sections 26 and 21.
Limerick
Ballvcahane Committee represent great distress as existing, and

.

84/.

is

list

of

Subscriptions,

recommended.

Tipperary

....

I

again request the sum of 200/. in aid of their exertions, &c.
Informed that it is not now possible to make a donation in aid of any Relief Fund of the
past period of distress ; also, that the fund of the Ballycahane Committee, in aid of which
they apply for 200/., appears to have been originally augmented by a Government grant of
I

60/.,

on subscriptions amounting

to 60/. 15x. 6 cl.
Tipperary Committee inquire what

...

Tipperary

local subscriptions

I

now

sum Government

will

add

to

our

in course of collection ?

Informed that on receipt of a list of subscriptions in the manner pointed out by the
Instructions, a grant in aid, amounting to about one-half, will be recommended on condition
that the Relief

Fund

Cork

I

be expended conformably to the regulations of Government.
Schull Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions amounting
to 46/., and solicit a grant.

shall

.

23/. is

recommended.

II.—APPLICATIONS

FOR DEPOTS.

County.

Locality, &c.

Carlow

6007
|

Parish of Rathvilly ; correspondent requests to be informed when a
.
.
.
,
depot will be established in this district ; states that the want of
food will produce fearful results, &c.
Informed that the Commissariat cannot take any part in providing supplies of corn food
for the county of Carlow.
A copy of the Treasury Minute of 31st August last is transmitted, by which it will be observed that the Commissariat arrangements are to be limited
to the western districts.
A copy of instructions to Relief Committees is likewise transmitted, to which attention is directed ; and an extension of the practice of employing
Relief Funds in providing supplies of food is recommended, the Relief Committees not
retailing the food themselves, but employing individuals of character to sell for them, at a
price to be fixed by them, sufficient to cover all charges, including an allowance of Is. in
the pound as recompense fcr storing and selling.
Donegal
Clondavadock district ; memorial of the Committee praying for the
|

I

....

I

establishment of a depot.
Informed that their application will be duly considered.

III.— APPLICATIONS

FOR MEAL, FOOD,

Count)’.

&c.

Locality, &c.

...

Tipperary Committee request an issue of Indian meal from the
Limerick depot, with a view to sell it at first cost.
Informed that Relief Committees for districts eastward of the Shannon cannot be supplied from the Commissariat depots when issues shall be commenced; also that Indian
meal is now on sale in Limerick at as low prices as the Government supplies could be sold
if the depots were at present open.
Sligo
Belaghy ; correspondent applies for a weekly supply of meal or flour
for this town ; as he is led to understand that any respectable
person or persons applying for such a quantity would be authorised to obtain it by the Commissariat Relief Office.
Informed that there is no such mode of affording relief as that to which reference is
made, and that a copy of the Instructions to Relief Committees is forwarded for his infor-

Tipperary

|

j

I

I

mation.
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continued.

MKAL, FOOD, &c .—continued.

County.

No.

Locality, &c.

(Barony of

Barony of Coshlea extracts supplied by Board of Works from letter
of Thomas Kearney, Esq., district officer of the Board, drawing
;

Coshlea)

attention to the distress in this barony, and urging the
existence
of an immediate necessity for supplying provisions, &c.
Informed that the Commissariat arrangements for assisting in providing supplies
of food
will not extend to th at district
that the supply will be left to local trade, the efforts
of the
landlords and inhabi tants to provide for their own wants through the ample
resources of
the port of Limerick:, and the exertions in aid which can -be made by Relief
;

Committees.

IV.— COMMUNICATIONS
No.

WITH REFERENCE TO

County.

71*70

7178

7180
7262

7270

Sligo

Fermanagh

RYE,

&c.

Locality, &c.

Coolavin Committee require 70 bushels of rye and 12 bushels
of
bere, &c.
Lurg Committee request that seed rye, &c. may be placed at the
disposal of farmers at cost price, otherwise it is feared that
they

.

cannot purchase it.
Ballycahane Committee ask if the seed rye, &c. already applied
for will be supplied ?
Clare
Kilrush Committee inquire on what terms seed rye,
&c. will be
provided by Government ?
Informed that the terms on which seed rye can be sold, will be announced as soon
as
the invoices of the inoportations shall arrive
and that the arrangements for the distribution
;
will then also be ciommunicated
that the quantity obtained is, however, very limited,
;
owing to the advanc ed period of the season ; but that as bere is a spring corn,
a more
ample supply of it m;ly probably be procured before the time for sowing.
’
Cavan
.
.
Cootehill Committee furnish a list of applications for seed
.
rye,
barley and bere, with the quantities required by each applicant,
Acknowledged, steding that the quantity which can be supplied, and the cost price, will
be announced short!!y observing that the quantity of rye will be limited, owing to the
advanced period of tl:ie season, but that bere being spring corn, may be hereafter supplied

Limerick

....

.

|

;

more largely.

V.— PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.
No.

County.

7163

Tyrone

7164

Kerry

7169
7179

Tyrone

7182

Cork

7154

Carlow

Locality, &c.

....
....
"...

Mayo

....
....

7232

Kilkenny

7255

Queen’s County

.

Donagheady Committee forward a list of labourers requiring
employment, and inquire when works will be put forward.
Bally M‘Elligot Committee memorial the Board of Works
for additional road works.

Strabane Committee apply for forms of labour lists.
Augbagower, &c. Committee forward resolution, pointing out
the
inadequacy of the works now in progress.
Ardfield Committee complain of delay in the payment of labourers
on
works; 14 days are now due.
Rathvilly Committee request forms of labour lists.
Referred to the local officers of the Board of Works.
Knocktopber Committee apply for forms of labour lists.
Referred to the local officers of Public Works.
Maryborough East Committee suggest that steps for immediate
employment be taken that they have, for the first time, met in
Committee, and regret an officer from Board of Works was not in
;

attendance, &c.

Informed that inquiries preliminary to the registry of applicants for emplovment may be
before an officer of Public Works shall attend anv meeting of the Committee 'At

made

tention

7126

Kerry

is

directed to the Instructions generally.
Bally M'Elhgott Committee forward suggestions in reference to construction, &c. of roads.

....

Queen’s County

.

Forwarded to Board of Works, and the parties informed
Abbeyleix; correspondent states he will supply wheel-barrows on
Public Works.
Forwarded

to

Board of Works, and

parties informed accord-

7264

Londonderry

7231

Queen’s County

7229

any kind; and having a horse and a cow, or two cows
can be registered as applicants for employment on Public Relief
Works, &c.
Sec Answer annexed.
Kilkenny
Goresbridge Committee inquire when Public Works may be expected
to be commenced, as the people are urgent in their demands for
employment.
I he Committee requested to refer to the Board of Works or their local officers,
the Commissary-General not having cognizance of the arrangements for the Relief Works.

Maghera Committee

.

.

write in reference to registry of labourers.

Referred to Board of Works, &c.
Upperwood Committee inquire of holders of
visions of
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

VI.—APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS,

7175

Wicklow

.

&c.

Locality, &c.

County.

No.

Moyne Committee.
Books
Barony of Upper Deece
Books, &c. sent.
Committees of County.
sent.

Meath

.

*7226

Kildare

.

7235

Kilkenny

.

1227

Carlow

7239

Wicklow

7271

Mayo

*7240

three Committees for this barony.

Return of Committes for county.
Books, &c. sent.
Tinahely Committee.
Informed that books, &c. were forwarded on 10th ult.
Killalla Committee.
Informed that as soon as a notification by the Lieutenant of
county of his sanction of this Committee is received, the books,

.

.

&c. will be forwarded.
for barony of Cranagh.
Books, &c. sent.
for barony of Knock topher.
Books, &c. sent.
Baronies of Moyfenrath and of Upper Slane.
Books, &c. sent.
Committee.
Kilkelly

7257

Kilkenny

.

Four Committees

7173

Kilkenny

.

Three Committees

7272

Meath

7197

Mayo

7189

Longford

.

;

Books, &c. sent.
Castlecomer (Innistioge) Committee.
Books, &c. sent.

.

Informed that on a notification of the Lieutenant of county,
Books, &c., will be
that he has approved of this Committee.
forwarded.

Edgeworthstown Committee.

.

7190

Tipperary

Transmitted.
Ballinacourty Committee.

7172

Tipperary

Books, &c. sent.
Cappawhite Committee request

Ask, where a parish
instructions.
in two counties, can the entire parish be retained in the same
Relief District 1
lies

,

7175
7183
7187
7188
7189
7190
7262

Movne Committee.
Ardfield Committee request stationery.

Killinagh Committee.

Fermanagh
Wicklow

Gamley, &c. Committee.
Edgeworthstown Committee.
Clonbeg Committee.
Roscrea Committee.

.

Longford .
Tipperary
Tipperary

Sent.

7238

Wicklow

Blesinton Committee apply for books, &c.
The Vice-Lieuteuant is requested to forward to the Commissariat Relief Office a notification of the appointment of Chairman

.

and Secretary.
Drumholm and Rossinver Committee.
Noted and sent.

7194

Donegal

7192

Donegal

.

7193

Donegal

.

7191

Donegal

.

7202

Queen’s County

Baronies of Clondonoagli and Tinnehinch.

7196

Cork

.

Cork

.

Castlelyons Committee.
Sent.
Doneraile Committee.
Sent and noted.

,

Clonmanny and Donagh Committee.
Noted and sent.
CuldafF Committee.

Noted and
Muff Committee.
Noted and
Noted and

7224

•

7188

Wicklow'

7187

Fermanagh

727 6

Cork

.

.

7295

Tyrone

.

sent.

Barony of Newcastle ; parishes of Glanely, Kilcommon, &c.
Informed that as soon as a notification is made by the Lieutenant of county of his approval of this Committee, the books,

.

&c. will be sent.
Killinagh Committee.
Informed when notification arrives of sanction of lieutenant
of county for this Committee, books, &c. will be transmitted.
Ahinagh Committee.

Informed as above.
Aughnacloy Committee.
Books, &c.

Books, papers, &c.

sent.

sent.

to be

seirt

31st ultimo.

the
forwarded where Committees are constituted in accordance with

Instructions,
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continued.

RETURN OF RELIEF COMMITTEES —As approved

VII.

by Lieutenant of County.

County,

7173
7190
7233

Kilkenny
Tipperary

Inistioge.— For the barony of Knoctopher.

,

Clonbeg Committee.

Galway

Names

of

members forwarded.

An nagli.

Parishes of Cummer and Kilmoylan.
Correspondent
inquires if this Relief district has yet been sanctioned,
and if the
Committee, as named, is approved, &c.
_ .
I
Informed that the Vice-lieutenant has approved of
the Committee proposed by correspondent on the 13th ultimo;— that he
has named him as chairman, and left the
appointment of secretary to the Committee, &c.
Galway
Liskeary and Adrigoole Committee request the
addition of six
gentlemen, &c. (as forwarded) to their number.
Informed that the addition is approved of by the
Vice-lieu-

tenant of the county.

Galway; Barony of Bal-

Electoral division of Clonbem Committee.
Names of members, &c.
submitted for sanction.
th Vice -' ie u tenant of the county has approved
of the Committee pro_
o
posed at the Petty Sessions
of Williamstown for the electoral division of Clonbem
but
;
he requires the principal clergymen of each
parish in the division to be

J"

lymoe.

I

included in the

VIII.— ACCOUNTS

OF COMMITTEES.

County.

7133
7237

Limerick

Ballycahane Committee enclose a
diture, &c.

.

Tipperary

certified

account of their expenr

Kiladoriff Committee state that they furnished their
accounts in

September last.— Circular sent.
Newcastle Committee state that, not having ceased Relief
operations
on the 15th of August, nor until 3rd of September, when
the late
Treasurer resigned, it is difficult to return their Expenditure
Account
as required to the 15th of August.
A form of accounts is forwarded requesting it may be filled up, shewing the
financial
transactions of the Newcastle Relief Committee to the close
of the late Treasurer’s responn
d September ’ as 11 a PP ears not practicable to furnish a
correct account

Limerick

.

i

.7S5 t.SusL
7215

Clare

.

Kilnoe and Tomgraney Committee forward answers
Answered by Circular.

7222

Cork

.

Inniscarra Committee state that they have already
furnished their
accounts, but will do so again.
Circular.

7221

Mayo

to queries.

Belmullet Committee state that they have already furnished
their
accounts, a copy of which they wifi furnish.

.

Circular.

7203

Wexford

New

Ross Committee

state that

they have already furnished their

accounts.

7277

Cork

7288

Louth

Rathcormac Committee

.

state that

they have already furnished their

accounts.

Drogheda Committee furnish answers

to queries as

an account of

their expenditure.

Circulars sent.

Head of Answer:

“I'”'1' A*

10

tne toims supplied

necessity for obtaining the

on the 27th ultimo.

“Account Current”

IX.— MISCELLANEOUS.
County.

1261

Locality, &c.

Cork

Innishannon Committee

state, that in

consequence of the Lieutenant

of the county declining to sanction the reappointment of all
the
gentlemen presented to him to act on the Committee (exceptionex-officio members), the lnte Secretary and Treasurer,
&c., have
withdrawn and connected themselves with a new Relief Association
and in these circumstances they ask how they are to act in
reference to the books and accounts remaining in their possession,
&c., &c. ? also, how they are to obtain Government aid ?
T .
inlormed
that application should be made to have the accounts,
&c., given to the present
;

I

.

2
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[IX.

continued.

continued.

books, papers, and acts will be supCommittee, and that in the mean time a new set of
manner pointed
That with respect to Government aid, it is to be applied for in the
plied
That applicants for employment on the
and 27out by the Instructions, Sections 26
it on being registered by the Committee
Public Works in Bandon district, can only obtain
formed by the' Lieutenant of the County.
for Innishannon district, as
they'.will comply with the Regulations,
state
that
Committee
Stradone
Cayan
and request to receive the donation of eight pounds recommended
in aid of their subscriptions of sixteen pounds fifteen shillings

....

and sixpence, set forth in their second subscription list.
Informed that the further grant of eight pounds will be paid
on application by letter to Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General
Campbell,

County

Kino-’s

8

.

.

Banagher

at

Longford.
Correspondent states that the late Relief

District.

Com-

mittee for this locality will not act under any circumstances with
the Secretary appointed by the Lieutenant of the County for the
present season, &c. ; that the newly-appointed Secretary and the
Lusmagh Committee must have quite sufficient business in their
own parish, and therefore could not possibly attend to the duties

.

in Banagher and the parish of Rynagh, &c., &c.^
Informed that the formation of Relief Districts and Committees for King’s County has
arrangements made
been devolved by Government on the Lieutenant of County ; that the
districts conformable to
by him have no doubt been framed with a view of rendering the
circumstances permitted; but that
the Instructions of the Government, as nearly as local

however, be forwarded to him for his consideration.
Secretary of
The Lieutenant of the County is requested to consider the letter from the
addressed to that gentlethe late Banagher Relief Committee, and is referred to a letter

this letter will,

chairman for the parishes of
Tlie Lieutenant of the County replies that he has named a
as also a secretary ; that it appears to him that the Banagher ComCommittee by the ex-officio members ; that,
is sufficiently represented in the new
three subscribers of the largest
to the present
to

Rynagh and Lusmagh,
mittee

Committee
add
steps to remove
sums to the Banagher Relief Fund of last season ; that he has taken other
any misconception which may exist among the parties.
Acknowledged, stating (as the information may assist in deciding on the claim ot BanaRelief Fund, then at the
gher to a separate Committee) that on the 24th August last, the
disposal of the late Committee, amounted to 7 1. 2s. 8 d.
Oranmore and Ballinacourty Committee. Lord Wallscourt, Deputy-

however, he has proposed

Galwav

....

Lieutenant,

forwards

for

approval to the Vice-lieutenant the

names, &c., of Relief Committee

for this locality,

which

is

handed

in, sanctioned.

Commissary-General his
Informed that the Vice-lieutenant of County has notified to the
be taken in charge
approval of the Committee for these parishes, provided the district to
include the parish of Clare
shall extend to the whole of each electoral division, and
a Sub-ComGalway, in the barony of Dunkellin, the Committee, if necessary, appointing
mittee for part of the district.
.
,
„ „
„ ^
Extract of a letter from Major-General Sir Guy Campbell, to the
Galwav
effect, that much distress from want of food prevails at Maam
and its vicinity ; that he communicated with the only resident
magistrate of this locality, who represented the mountain dis.

being in great distress, and at great distances from flour
and mills ; that the poor people are living principally on
cabbage leaves, &c. Suggests that a flour store be placed on
Corrib, a floating store, &c.
Mr. Brice Blake, the magistrate referred to, ha3
Deposit.
letter
applied for a depfit to be established in the district.
was written to him on the 7th instant.
Ahascragh Committee. Correspondent forwards for the sanction of
Government, &c., three lists of members of Committees, with one
the
for Ahascragh parish, thus completing the Committees for
barony of Kilconnell, and requests the Vice-lieutenant of County
tricts as

stores

Lough

A

Galway

...

list for
to insert the name of Lord Clonbrock as chairman in the
Ahascragh, in the room of Charles Filgate, Esq., transferred

to Killalaghtan

list.

Handed

in,

sanctioned by the Vice-lieu-

tenant.
,
three
secretary of Ahascragh Committee is informed, that as this parish is in
employment sha
baronies, it will be necessary that a separate account of applicants for
are now
be made for each of the three divisions of the parish; that two additional books
Vice-lieuthat with respect to the appointment of chairman, the
therefore forwarded

The

;

chairman

tenant has appointed Lord Clonbrock; but that, in his Lordship’s absence, the
tne
Mr. Walter M‘Donagh, and that no other person whatever has authority to take

is

chair.
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continued.

— MISCELLANE OUS— continued.

Londonderry

.
,
Aghadowney and Macosquin Committee inquire to what extent they
.
may look for a donation in aid of local subscriptions, &c.
directed to an enclosed copy of Instructions, and of the Treasury Minute
of 31st of August last, by which it will be observed, that donations
are made in aid of
local subscriptions in the proportion of one-third to one-half of the amount
subscribed
and that all food provided by a Relief Fund so formed is to be sold at market prices
and stating that the Committee, by providing cheap kinds of food, purchased on favourable terms, may render much advantage to the poorer classes.
|

Wexford

.

.

,

,

|

Kilgibbon.

Enniscorthy Committee suggest, with reference to the
registration of labourers for employment under the Board of
Works, which requires the extent of each holding to be entered
be furnished containing a table of Irish
and statute measure.
A table taken from Thom’s Almanack is forwarded for their
guidance in computing the extent of holdings according to statute
in statute acres, that cards

measure.

Wexford

.
.
.
Ferns Committee state, that they have been obliged to lower the
.
price of meal below market prices, and ask if this will disentitle
them to a donation from Government on private subscriptions.
Informed that donations are only granted in aid of subscriptions on condition that the
regulations for the guidance of Relief Committees shall be observed in applying
the Relief
Fund; and that one of these, as laid down by the Treasury Minute of the 31st of August
last, is, that the food provided shall be sold at prices
as nearly as possible the same as the
market prices prevailing in the neighbourhood.
|

.

Waterford

.1 Gleuaheiry 'Committee.

•

I

Informed that
their secretaries,

Secretary inquires with reference to the
salary to be allowed him, &c.
the discretion of Relief Committees to fix the recompense of

it is left to

as the amount must necessarily vary with local circumstances
and in
most districts the duties are performed gratuitously, the gentleman acting being allowed
the assistance of a copying clerk when requisite that whatever recompense
is made must
;
be given out of the Relief Funds at the disposal of the Committees, there being no other
funds applicable to the purpose.
;

Kilkenny

....

I

Goresbridge Committee request any other instructions as to their

operations which the present pressure of distress requires.
Informed that the instructions point out the course to be taken by Relief
Committees •
among the objects therein referred to, the formation of a Relief Fund for enlarging
the supply of food, to be sold for the Committee on commission,
is considered of much
importance.
That by purchasing cheap kinds of food on good terms, and having the
supplies sold by individuals of character at prices fixed for them sufficient
to repay the
first cost with all charges, the fund may be successively
reinvested, without loss, throughout the period of distress, and give the poorer classes the advantage of buying
food at a fair
price without discouraging traders.
I

that

Cork

.....

Mallow Union.

The managers of the Buttevant Fever Hospital,
&c. inquire (as the accounts of the Fever Hospitals are about to
be closed) what arrangements can be made with the Board of
Guardians for the expense of maintaining additional fever patients
admitted to the hospital, and if additional accommodation provided pursuant to an order from the Central Board of Health for
Ireland in June last, &c. ?
Informed that the meetings of the Central Board of Health ceased on the I5th of
August last, but that it does not appear necessary for the managers of the Buttevant
Fever
Hospital, &c., to obtain any further directions with respect to the arrangements
made in
June last with the Board of Guardians of Mallow Union, for enlarging the hospital and
extending medical relief, as no doubt the Board of Guardians will be prepared
to pay
whatever charges the Union may have thereby incurred, subject to the approval
of the
Poor Law Commissioners.
Limerick •
•
.
Messrs. John R. Russell and Sons state, that the removal of corn
.
from Clare and Ennis to their mills at Askeaton and elsewhere
having been prevented for three weeks by a general combination
of the country people near Clare, and that the detention of the corn
by the people being notorious, must, if further permitted by the
authorities, lead to a stoppage of all supplies to that quarter by
this firm.
Complain of the conduct of the Government resident
|

|

magistrate.

A

communication made

to Messrs. Russell

by the Commis-

sariat-General.

2
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Enclosure.
Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. Hamilton.
Commissariat Relief

November

Office,

Dublin

Castle,

10, 1846.

Having laid your letter of the 9th instant before Commissary-General Sir Randolph
Routh, I have received directions to state, in reply to the inquiry of the Upperwoods Relief
Committee, that the form of the registry of applicants for employment has been provided with a
column for the extent of the landholdings of persons requiring relief; as in cases where the
holdings are small the loss of potato crop may be so considerable, comparatively with the

J.

It
value of the whole produce, as to render many occupiers destitute of means of support.
appears, however, to be impossible for the Government to say whether occupiers who have a
horse or’ a cow should be excluded on that account, as their loss of potatoes may still leave
them dependent on public works, though not in the same degree as persons who have not a

horse to sell, or the produce of a cow to assist.them.
The 19th section of the Instructions appears to provide for the difficulty raised, by making
the claim to employment dependent on the fact of its being essential to provide the requisite
means of subsistence and the cases referred to can only be dealt with safely by leaving them
;

entirely to the discretion of the Relief Committee, subject to the rule cited.
When employment is given to persons holding land, care should be taken to prevent neglect

of their farms.

Treasury Minute.
November 24, 1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh, with reference to the accompanying extract from
the abstract of his correspondence from the 9th to the llth instant, and desire
that he will call upon Commissary-General Hewetson to report whether he
was aware of the circumstances adverted to therein, and if so, what measures
were taken by him to bring the subject to the notice of the proper authorities,
in order that suitable measures might be adopted to re-establish the safety of
the transit of provisions, in pursuance of the course prescribed in the Treasury
Minute dated 31st August

last.

Also desire that Sir R. Routh will furnish my Lords with a copy of the
answer made by him to Messrs. Russell’s letter.

Enclosure.

miscellaneous.
No.

6992

Locality, &c.

County.

Limerick

....

Messrs. Jno. R. Russell and Sons state that the removal of com
from Clare and Ennis to their mills at Askeaton and elsewhere,
having been prevented for three weeks by a general combination
of the country people near Clare, and that the detention of the
corn by the people being notorious, must, if further permitted by
the Authorities, lead to a stoppage of aE supplies to that quarter
by this firm. Complain of the conduct of the Government Resident Magistrate.
communication made to Messrs. Russell bv the Commissary-

A

General.

Commissariat Relief

November

Office,

lC

3

Dublin

Castle,

846.

Treasury Minute.
November 24, 1846.
Write to Sir R. Routh, with reference to the annexed notice of a letter
from the Upperwood Relief Committee, inquiring whether holders of land
having a horse and a cow or two cows can be registered as applicants for employment on Public Relief Works, and to the copy of his answer, both of which
are taken from the abstract of his correspondence from the 9th to the llth
instant; that according to the 19th article of the Instructions for the guidance
of Relief Committees, only persons “ having no other resource or means of
subsistence than employment on public works ” are to be registered

acquiring
as applicants for employment on Relief Works.

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.
Their Lordships consider

289

to he of great importance that this rule should
that the neglect, even of the ordinary
cultivation of the land, reports of which have reached them from various
is mainly attributable to persons being allowed to
obtain an easy
subsistence on the Relief Works who ought to be employed in carrying on
the agricultural operations suited to the season, and they are of opinion

he

it

They apprehend

strictly enforced.

quarters,

that
while employment is given on the Relief Works to such persons, no care that
can be taken will prevent the neglect of their farms.
Their Lordships do not understand that this rule can, or ought to be applied
to all persons holding land, as many persons holding small portions of land on
which the crop ol potatoes has failed, may, for the present, be amongst the most
destitute part of the population, but they do consider it very necessary to prevent the abuse of persons being employed on Relief Works, who have the means
of maintaining themselves from their own resources.
The application of the rule must necessarily, in each case, be left to the discretion of the Relief Committees and the Government Officers acting in communication with them, and Sir R. Routh will instruct all the inspecting
officers acting under him to made particular inquiry whether the
19th article
of the Instructions to Relief Committees is properly enforced, and if not, to
call upon the Local Committees to revise the lists of persons entitled
to employment on the Relief Works in the manner above directed.
Transmit a copy of this Minute to the Commissioners of Public Works for
their information and guidance.
Also transmit a copy to the Secretary for Ireland, for the information of the

Lord Lieutenant.

Enclosure.
No.

County.

Locality, &c.

|

7231

Queen’s County

,

Upperwood Committee

inquire if holders of land, but without proany kind, and having a horse or a cow, or two cows
can be registered as applicants for employment on Public Relief
Works, &c.
visions of

Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. Hamilton.
Commissariat Relief

November

Office,

Dublin

Castle,

10, 1846.

Having

laid your letter of the 9th instant before Commissary-General Sir
Randolph
have received directions to state in reply to the inquiry of the Upperwoods
Relief
Committee, that the form of the registry of applicants for employment has been provided
with
a column for the extent of the landholdings of persons requiring relief as in cases
where the
j
holdings are small the loss of the potato crop may be so considerable, comparatively
with the
value of the whole produce, as to render many occupiers destitute of means of support.
It
appears, however, to be impossible for the Government to say whether occupiers
who have a
horse or a cow should be excluded on that account, as their loss of potatoes may
still leave
them dependent on Public Works, though not in the same degree as persons who
have not a
horse to sell, or the produce of a cow to assist them.
The 19th section of the Instructions appears to provide for the difficulty raised, by making
the claim to employment dependent on the fact of its being essential to
provide the requisite
means of subsistence ; and the cases referred to can only be dealt with safely by leavino° them
entirely to the discretion of the Relief Committee, subject to the rule cited.
When employment is given to persons holding land, care should be taken to prevent neglect
J. Rouili, I

6

of their farms.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, November 21, 1846.
Fast-day yesterday, on which all the public offices were closed, has
my occupations, and my letter must be more concise than I
Archer takes Meath and Westmeath, and Longford. Captain Stopford arrived to-day, and he takes Wexford
and Kilkenny. The early
part ol next week will see them at their stations.
are as busy as pos-

The

quite interrupted
intended.
Colonel

We
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preparing for tliem the necessary information, but a few days will put

it all

in order.

Mr. Chappie has arrived, but hot his models, which we anxiously expect.
If we succeed in making a good and cheap querne, it will be of incalculable
advantage.
When Mr. Hewetson comes up, we must look over those depots in Kerry,
but even there the people are coming forward more than I anticipated ; they
begin to recognise that we are acting upon a principle, and this perception
induces those that see it to work with us. I look forward with full confidence
I am satisfied it
to the moment when their praise will exceed their abuse.
must be so, and that labouring as we do, with so much care and observation at
every step, we must succeed.
I have a letter from Lord Monteagle, this time from himself, calling on us to
open our depots. I cannot consent to open Limerick, except there be some
meal which it may be prudent to issue. The only points where we may
be more seriously called upon, is some of the sub-depots in Kerry, one or two
days in the week, and Clifden and Belmullet, and Achil Island, but I shall
begin to consider the question, as far as regards these points, in December.
We can obtain no effort until the parties are submitted to a little pressure.
In the parts I have mentioned the potatoes are all gone. In Kerry there
cannot be more than two to three months’ corn, as it is chiefly a pastoral
country, and they are consuming their corn.
I am quite pleased to find that Mr. Peabody has increased his quantity to
8,000 quarters. It shows that he has lost much of his apprehensions.
I have never, for a moment, experienced any alarm.

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
November 24, 1846.
I am glad to find, from your letter of the 21st instant, that we are quite
mind about the course to be pursued in regard to the Limerick depot
and its dependencies. If it had not been for the accident of our requiring
Limerick as a point d’appui for our operations on the western coast, we should

of one

have had no depot there at all and even as it is, we took pains to show that
Limerick and the districts in its immediate neighbourhood were not our object,
by establishing our principal store on board a ship near the mouth of the
Shannon.
;

case of some of the subordinate depots in Kerry is different they come
under the denomination of districts to which the ordinary corn trade has not
yet extended : and these depots will have to be opened to the necessary extent
at the proper time.
There could not have been a more inopportune occasion than this for bringing forward the proposal to open the Limerick depot. The com vessels, which
have begun to arrive at Cork in large numbers, i'or the most part only call for

The

:

and are intended to be sent on to wherever there is a good market for
If we leave the Limerick market alone, there cannot be a doubt that a
good proportion of them will go thither but this is more than we can expect
of the merchants, if we spoil their market on the one hand, and suffer the mob
plunder their goods on the other.

orders,

them.

;

to

In a letter, printed at page 1 13 of the Correspondence relating to the operations
of last season, Mr. Hewetson, speaking of the pressure upon us for making issues
from the depots, said, “ When once we begin, we must not halt.” And the truth
of this was soon after illustrated by what took place at his own depot, where,
in order to maintain his issues, he was obliged to make large purchases on
the spot contrary to his instructions, and he also proposed to draw largely upon
the army and navy biscuit.
You will remember the extraordinary exertions
we were obliged to make, and the anxiety we suffered, in order to prevent
the depots from being exhausted when once we began our issues, although we
did not fairly open our depots until the beginning of June.
I have looked over the whole of the Correspondence of last season in order
that I might be able to refer Mr. Hewetson to our former experience on this
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most important point and besides the extracts sent yesterday, I shall be obliged
to you to call his attention to passages relating to the subject at the following
pages of the Relief Correspondence
133, 144, 145, 146, 152, 153 (two passages), 165, 169 (two passages), 173, 174, 177, 178 (two passages), 179, 181,
and 182.
In order to show you that the opinion is not held by me alone here, I will
quote two paragraphs from a paper by the Chancellor of the Exchequer.
“ Great complaints are made of not opening the depots generally.”
“ It will be evident that the longer it can be postponed the better, provided
“ there is no real danger of starvation. When once opened, they cannot be
“ again closed, and the supply must not be limited, or the greatest discontent
“ will be caused, and danger of outrage.”
I shall be obliged to you to show this letter, and my letter on the same subject, of yesterday, to Mr. Plewetson, and if he should not come to Dublin I
wish you to send, copies to him.
;

—

Mr. N. Cummins to Mr. Trevelvan.
Corlc, November 21, 1846.
Since I last had the honour of addressing you, arrivals of Indian corn
port have been very large prices have continued to recede, and the
article may this day be purchased, ex ship arrived, by the cargo, at 12/. to 13/.
per ton, and to arrive, cost, freight, and insurance, 10/. to 11/. These arrivals
have caused a general dulness in our corn-market, and the tendency of every
kind of grain food is decidedly downwards.

to this

;

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Miscellaneous Communications referred by the Under Secretary for Ireland to CommissaryGeneral Sir Randolph J. Routh, from the 12th to 14th November, 1846, both days
inclusive.

County.

Locality, &c.

Suggestions, &c., on the cleansing of streets as a means of employment through Relief Committees, are submitted for consideration
by the Philanthropic Society ; also a Report on an improved plan
of cleansing the streets of London, introduced by this society, &c.
See Answer annexed.

Cork, Barony of Kinalea.
|

Inishannon District: Correspondent states that to meet, in some
degree, the wants of the labouring classes and poor in this district,
a “ Voluntary Relief Association” has been formed, the managers
consisting of the members of the late Relief Committee.
The plan
of relief is as follows :
To open a food depot.

To give no gratuitous relief.
list of the most destitute to be kept, &e.
The amount sold to any one family per diem not to exceed
10^ lbs. of meal.
certified list of subscriptions, and solicit a
donation in aid.
Informed that the application of the Inishannon Voluntary Relief Association having
been referred to the Commissary-General, he desires to state, that he can only recommend
a donation in aid of local subscriptions collected by, or placed at the disposal of, a Relief
Committee constituted by the Lieutenant of the county; that although the subscriptions
collected by the Voluntary Relief Association appear to be intended for purposes similar
to those of the duly constituted Relief Committees, the rule laid down by the Treasury
Minute of the 31st August last limits donations to the latter bodies, and directs their
formation for the purpose of registering applicants for employment on the Public Works,
as well as otherwise aiding in the Government measures of relief, objects in which the
Voluntary Association cannot interfere ; and unless its subscriptions be placed at the
disposal of the District Committee, a grant cannot be made on them.
.
.
Communication dated at St. Ives, Cornwall, from the firm of
.
Messrs. Wearne and Co., recommends the purchase of pilchards
for relief in Ireland, as being cheaper and better than red herrings.
Informed that this suggestion will be noted for reference hereafter, should it become
necessary to purchase cured fish.
Also, that the food found most convenient for the
labouring population hitherto subsisted on potatoes, being boiled meal, is not considered
to be adapted for use with fish, and consequently the Scottish cured herrings are on sale
here at so low a price as 15s. to 17s. the barrel.

A

This Committee forward a

Z

1

20264

1

A

I

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

See page 301.

COMMISSARIAT.

292
Copy

As

of

Observations on

reference from the

Under

Secretary,

D 7952.

the cleansing of the streets in the cities and towns of Ireland

is by law devolved
(except in Dublin) to Municipal Corporations and Town Commissioners, the Relief Committees cannot give employment in this way, nor is it advisable that their Relief Funds should

be applied to any purpose for which the localities may be legally assessed.
The cleansing of the Dublin streets being in charge of Government Commissioners,
be well to refer the papers to them.
(Signed)
R. J. R.
November 13, 1846.

it
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continued.

FOR FOOD, MEAL,

&c.

Locality, &c.

Committee. Secretary forwards a copy of a letter from
a landed proprietor to his Excellency, representing extreme
distress in the district of Connemara, scarcity of provisions
in markets
and that the district is 10 to 14 miles from Clifden also hoping
;
that large supplies will be sent to the Commissariat stores
theref
Deposit.
Such supplies as can be given are forwarded

Ballinakill

to

Clifden.

Claremorris Committee forward resolution representing extreme
want in district, and praying that supplies of food be kept up in
the local depot.
Deposit, all that can be done at present being in operation
in
the district, and arrangements for the depots being in
active
progress.

IV.— APPLICATIONS RESPECTING RYE, BERE, BARLEY.
County.

Locality, &c.

Balinagar Committee state some rye will be required, and
request
price, &c., per stone.
Informed that the cost price and arrangements for the distribution of the
supply obtained, will be announced as soon as the invoices of the importations
shall be received
that the whole quantity is very small, owing to the lateness of the season
but as here’
;
is a spring corn, it is hoped that a more abundant supply
of it can be obtained before the
,

time for sowing.

Limerick

....

I

Newpallas Committee forward resolution complaining of delay

in

supplying them with the here seed, &c., required by them.
Informed that the seed rye purchased by Government is in transit, and that
the cost
and arrangements for distribution will be announced as soon as the
invoices shall
arrive; that the supply is very limited, owing to the advanced period of
the season ; but
that as here is a spring corn, it may be expected to arrive in larger quantities
at the proper
I

price

Galway

.
.
.
Killalaghton Committee forward a return of the seed
.
rye, here, &c.,
and they state that they refuse tickets to those who ne«-lect
to
prepare their land for seed.
Informed that only a small supply of rye has been obtained, owing
to the lateness of
the season, and that the price and arrangements for its distribution
will be announced as
soon as the invoices arrive; that as bere is a spring corn, it may
be obtained in larger
°
quantity before the time for sowing.
I

I

Antrim

.

.

.

.

|

Ballymoney Committee inquire with respect
Informed that the supply to be now

to seed rye,

&c.

distributed is intended

only for the western counties, to which the circular on the
subject
was forwarded.
Askeaton Committee enclose a second application for seed rve
&c ’’
for district, &c. &c.
Informed that the quantity of seed rye purchased by Government will
very shortly
arrive, and that the cost price and arrangements for its
distribution will be announced

Limerick

73S2

.

’

|

when the invoices shall be received. That the supply obtained
the advanced period of the season ; but as bere is a spring corn,
quantity of it will be procured in due time.
Limerick

....

is

very limited, owin«- to
expected tliat a laro-er

it is

Croagh Committee inquire if payment on delivery of the seed rye,
&c., will be required, its price per stone, &c. ?
Informed that the small quantity which could be obtained at this advanced
period of
the season, will be distributed very shortly, and that the price will
be announced as soon
as the invoices shall be received ; that as bere is a spring corn, a
larger supply of it may
be expected to be obtained before the season for sowing shall arrive.
I

|

Longford

....

Newtownforbes Committee state, that no delay should be given in
forwarding the supplies of seed rye, &c.
Informed that the seed rye to be distributed will now be ready for sale very
shortly,
but the supply obtained is limited, owing to the advanced period of ihe
season.
That
the price and arrangements for distribution will be announced
as soon as the invoices shall
be received ; and as bere is a spring corn, it is expected that
a larger supply of it can be
procured before the sowing season shall arrive.
Tipperary
.
.
Nenagh Committee inquire where rye is to be obtained?
.
I

I

|

Informed that the seed rye, &c., provided by Government, is
not intended for any part of the county Tipperary.
Skibbereen Committee request 2000 bushels of seed” rye to be sent
to Skibbereen depot, to make experiment of its sale by the Com.

mittee.

Informed that the quantity of seed rye which has been obtained is very limited,
owing
to the advanced period of the season for
sowing but that on arrival of the invoices, the
cost price and arrangements for distribution
will be announced.
That as bere is a spring
corn, it is expected that a larger supply will be obtained.
;

sTp
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Return of Correspondence,

Sac.'—continued.

V.— PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.

R o.

Locality, &c.

County.

....

7181

Cavan

6962

Wicklow

....

7S52

Kilkenny

....

6572

Roscommon and West-

state, that they have declined making appointments of overseers of Public Works, which appointments the
engineer for Tullyhunco requires them to make, request to be

Tullyhunco Committee

directed in this matter.

Informed that this course is contrary to the intention of Government, as expressed in
the 21st section of the printed Instructions, and that their former communication on this
proposal has been forwarded to the Board of Works, with the view of having proper
directions given.

Ashfield Committee apply for forms of labour lists.
Referred to the local officers of Public Works.

Knocktopher barony (2nd
labour

meath.

division),

Committee request forms

of

lists.

Requested to apply to the local officers of Public Works.
Castlerea and Atldone districts
memorials of certain pensioners on
low rates of pension, complaining that they have been refused
employment on the Public Relief Works, &c., in these districts,
;

are forwarded to the Commissary-General by Colonel Tulloch,
Military Superintendent ofPensioners, as also by Captain Stewart,
Staff Officer, &c., and requesting that these people may be considered
objects for
Committees to register as labour

7391

7379

6934

6925

7169

6859

6880

Relief
proper
candidates, with a view to their employment on Relief Works, &c.
Colonel Tulloch is informed, that the Commissary-General defers communicating with
Relief Committees for the object in view, until the Relief Works shall be more extensively in operation ; as he apprehends that until then the Committees will be indisposed
to recommend any persons for employment, except those of the most destitute class, who
have now not any means whatever of subsisting, except employment as labourers.
Copy of the letter to Colonel Tulloch is forwarded to Captain Stewart.
Ennistymon Committee request papers having reference to Relief
Clare
Public Works.
Letter forwarded to the Board of Works, of which the parties
are informed.
Kingscourt correspondent forwards an application for an appointCavan
ment as pay clerk.
Forwarded to the Board of Works, and the applicant is informed.
Rathnavogue Committee write, “ For God’s sake, if you have the
Tipperary
power, cause the Works in that parish to be immediately commenced. The people are actually starving.”
Extract forwarded to the Board of Works.
Galway
Aughrim Committee apply for forms of labour lists.
Parlies referred to local officers of Board of Works.
Tyrone
Strabane Committee inquire with respect to the registry of applicants for employment, as they have heard that returns according
to the forms supplied, will not be received by local officers.
Informed that this registry is in use throughout Ireland ; that there is sufficient room
for any additional information necessary for the Public Works lists, the forms of which
are to be provided by the local officers of the Board of Works.
Passage West Committee forward a list of persons requiring emCork
ployment, &c.
The list is returned, stating that the local officers of Public
Works are to be supplied with such lists or forms which they
will provide when the lists are required by them.
Wicklow
Near Baltinglass. Correspondent requests forms of lists for

....

—

...

....
....

—

....

labourers requiring employment.

7338

6876

The Board of Works is written to, requesting that a supply may be sent to the officer
of Public Works near Baltinglass, if he should not have been already sufficiently provided
with these forms.
Roscommon . . . Athleague Committee state, that unless Public Works are immediately put forward, property, &c., will not be secure.
Informed that the Commissary-General has not cognizance
of the arrangements for the execution of the Public Relief Works,
which rest exclusively with the Board of Works.
Tulsk.
.
.
.
Correspondent applies for employment on the Public Relief Work, &c., and states that he has claims for his support on
64th regiment, &c., &c.
that persons will not be employed on the Public Works unless recommended
the
Relief
Committee
by
of the district in which they reside; and he is recommended to
apply to the Committee whose district includes his parish, and also to apply with reference to his claim on the soldiers in the 64th regiment, to the commanding officer
Lieutenant-Colonel Stretton.

Roscommon

—

Informed
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continued.

WITH REFERENCE TO ACCOUNTS OF COMMITTEES.
Locality, &c.

Galway

Killeroran Committee forward an account of their expenditure.
Acknowledged, stating that the account has been examined
and appears to be a very satisfactory statement.
Ashford Committee stale, that their replies to queries have been

IWieklowBarony,New-

furnished,

castle.

1

and considered by them, equivalent

to furnishing

an

account current.

{

Informed that the answers to queries circulated in August do
not supersede the necessity of furnishing the “ Account Current.”

Barony of Decies-within-Drum.

7377

__

Committee

furnish

their expenditure account for the past season of distress.

Newmarket-on-Fergus Committee state, that their account of expenditure has been already transmitted.
Circular sent.
Terryglass.
Borrisokane Committee furnish their account of expen-

7320

Tipperary

—Villierstown

—

.

diture.

Acknowledged.
6906

Tipperary

6966

Galway

Ballingarry Committee request forms of “Account Current,” &c.

.

Forwarded.

Moylough Committee state, that they transmitted through the
Depuy Commissary-General, at Galway, their account of'expen-

.

diture, ended 15th August last, &c.
Informed that the account furnished in September last, by the Moylough Committee
was on the 25th of that month sent to the Deputy Commissary-General at Galway, with
it relating to sacks
and as it has been sent by him to the
it should now be forwarded to the Commissariat Relief Office,
or one subit, to be prepared on the form supplied.

reference to a statement in

;

Committee,
stituted for

VII.— DISTRICTS

WHERE COMMITTEES HAVE BEEN FORMED, AND TO WHICH BOOKS
PAPERS,

&c.,

HAVE BEEN

County.

No.

7299

Wicklow

SUPPLIED.
Locality, &c.

....

7274

Correspondent (Vice- Lieutenant of county) states that he has forwarded a list of Committees, fourteen in number, constituted for
the county, and that he now forwards five others.
J
Informed that as all the Committees named in the. lists supplied have been provided
with books, &c., the lists are forwarded for his inspection, on which it will be observed
that the first list contains only references to ten Committees, and that it is apprehended that all the districts may not be included in the two lists, as the first list is said
to name fourteen districts.
The lists are requested to be returned, addin" anv districts
formed, which are not now named in them.
Queen’s County .
Ballincholla Committee.
.
Books, &c., sent.
Wicklow
Kilcoole and Lower Newcastle Committee.
Informed that the books, &c., will be sent, on a notification
being made of his sanction of the Committee by the lieutenant
of the county.
Tipperary
Golden Committee.
Noted, and books, &c., sent.
Tyrone
Lowtherslown Committee (Petty Sessions District).

7429

Monaghan

....

Barony

7375

Wicklow

....

Rathdrum Committee

|

7360
7359

7358

7407

....
....

Dublin

71 S3

Cork

Donegal
Sligo

Donegal

and hooks,

&c., sent.

—Names of Chairman

request books, &e.

....

Buncrana Commit tee.
Books, &c., sent.

2

Printed
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and Secretary

Noted.

Forwarded.
Kingstown and Dalkey Committee.
Books, &c., forwarded.
Barony of Ruthdown Four Committees.
Books, &c., sent.
Ardfield Committee request a supply of stationery.
Informed that stationery required by Relief Committees is to
be provided out of the Relief Funds formed in the manner
pointed out by the Instructions.
Inch and Burt Committee.
Books, Ac., sent.
Committee of the Barony of Carberry.

Dublin

7376

District noted,

of Tarney Committee.
furnished.
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continued.

Return of Correspondence, &c.

VII.— APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS, &c.— continued.

Ballyhaunis Committee.
Books, &c., sent.
Swineford Committee.

*7316

Mayo

7317

Mayo

7364

Donegal

6934

Tipperary

Sent.

6925

Galway1

7361

Mayo

7362

Kilkenny

.

•

•

....

.....
....

'

7389

Wicklow

7393

Tyrone

7404

Kilkenny

7392

Tipperary

7314

Tipperary

7394

Monaghan ;

7390

....
....
....
Barony

of Farney.

Fermanagh

.

.

.

7275

Londonderry

.

.

.

73S7

Kildare

7406

Galway

Mevagh Committee.
Books, &c., sent.
Rathnavogue Committee.
Rooks, &c.. sent.
Auglirim Committee apply for stationery.
Informed that stationery is to be provided by the Committee
out of the Relief Fund.
Bally vary Committee.

Books, &c., sent.
Correspondent states, that the mayor of this city having reassembled the late Relief Commitee, and signified his purpose of
acting as Chairman, &c., the requisite books, &c., are requested.
A copy of names of the members of Committee approved by
the Lieutenant of the county is forwarded to correspondent.
The Vice-Lieutenant of county forwards a return of Committees
at present appointed in the county.
Noted, books, &c., sent.
City.

—

Lowtherstown Committee returned.
Books, &c., sent.
Committee request Forms of “Account Current.”
City.

—

Sent.

Inch Committee.
Committee noted, and books, &c., sent.
Kilmore Committee.
Noted, and books, &c., forwarded.
Carrickmacross Committee.
Noted, and books sent.
Committee.
Lisnaskea
Books, &c., sent.
Newtowiilimavady Committee.
Books, &c., sent.
Raddenstown Committee. Correspondent states that he is by circumstances prevented from acting as secretary of this Committee,
and inquires to whom the books, &c., forwarded to him are to

Drom and

be disposed of?
Informed that they are to be handed over to Mr. Connor,
chairman of the Relief Committee for Raddenstown district.

—

Correspondent writes to the Vice-LieuKillescobe, &c., District.
tenant of County Galway praying his sanction for the reassembling of the late Committee, &c., for this parish, and
represents great distress ; requests books, &c.
letter from the Vice-Lieutenant in reply is forwarded, in
which he approves of a Relief Committee for Killescobe, &c.,
and the necessary books and papers are forwarded.

A

6966

Galway

Moylough Committee.

7169

Tyrone

Books, &c., sent.
Strabane Committee inquire

7315

Wicklow

how

postage and,, stationery are

to

be

paid.

Informed that there is no other source for the payment of the
contingent expenses of the Committee than the Relief Fund, to
.

.

.

be formed in the manner pointed out by the Instructions.
Newtown, Mount Kennedy. Correspondent requests books,

—

&c.,

mav be sent to him as Secretary of the Relief Committee of
Derryalapory and Calary, Barony of North Ballinacor.
Informed that the books, &c., have been forwarded to the
gentleman returned by the Vice-Lieutenant of the county, a
secretary for Roundwood District Committee.
VIII.— MISCELLANEOUS.

—

Lettermacward Committee. Secretary requests that his claim for
to this
25/. lor six months, for performing the duties of Secretary
Committee, as also for 15/., the amount of expenses incurred by
two
himself for extraordinary journeys and extra expenses of
members of the Committee, be recommended for approval to the
Commissary-General.
iy
Informed that any remuneration to be made for services as Secretary must be fixed
15/. lor
the Relief Committee, to whom his claim should be submitted, as well as the

Donegal

expenses incurred in manner pointed out.
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Wexford

....
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continued.

— MISCELLANEOUS — continued.

Ferns District (No. 2).— Committees inquire as

to salaries, &c., of

secretaries, &c.
I

6907

Informed that there is not any fixed rate of salary for the Secretaries of Relief Committees, owing to the diversity of duties and districts, and also as in many districts the
duties are performed by members of the Committees without recompense, or any charge,
except for the assistance of a copying clerk, when occasionally requisite. That whatever
payment is given must proceed from the Relief Fund of the Committee.
Sligo
Skreen, Dromard, and Templeboy Committee.
Complain that
although legally constituted, they are questioned as to their
authority in their applications for food to the Commissariat depOt,
a Committee called the Dromard Relief Committee having been

—

notified to the Sligo

7312

Commissariat by Government, as sanctioned
and approved for the locality, &c., much confusion and dissatisfaction is hereby created, &c.
Informed that on receipt recently by the Commissary-General of the List of Committees for the county of Sligo, appointed by the Lieutenant of the county, an amended
list (including that for the parishes of Skreen, Dromard, and Templeboy, alluded to) was
sent to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree for his guidance.
Galway
Woodford Committee stale, in reference to a communication received
by them from the Commissary-General, dated 27th October last,
directing the apportioning of the Government donation of 60/. to
the respective subscriptions of 70/. and 30/. made by Sir J. Burke
in aid of the Relief Funds for the Ballinakill and Woodford districts, thus, 42/. to Ballinakill and 18/. to Woodford, that they
respectfully deny the existence of any power obliging them to
transfer the 42/. named to the Committee of Ballinakill, &c.

....

The transmission of a certified list of subscriptions for Woodford district, in the past season ended 1 5th August, is requested
;
a similar communication is made to the Ballinakill Committee.
Ashford Committee state, that they are again subscribing, and when
the lists are filled they hope Government will again grant a pro-

6962

Wicklow

7407

Kingstown and Dalkev Committee request to be informed what the
next step to be taken by the Committee is, having obtained the
sanction of the County Lieutenant, &c.
A copy of the Instructions to Committees is forwarded, by which it will be observed,
that one of the first labours of this Committee will be the registry of the names and conditions of all persons in the district who are in want of relief by employment on Public
Works; also stating, that as yet no list has been supplied of the Committees organized
for the county of Dublin, and that it is only through information supplied by members of
the Committees that the requisite books, &c., have been circulated.
Longford
Kilcommock District. The Board of Works forward a communication from this locality praying for a Committee to be formed
in order that fresh subscriptions may be entered into to keep
dow n prices of markets, &c.
Deposit, as the arrangements, which rest with Vice-Lieu-

portionate

sum

in aid.

Relerred to the regulations in the Instructions, sections 25
to 27.

6570

Dublin

—

....

7339

Donegal

7381

Galway

7378

Galway

7380

Tyrone

tenant of the county, are in progress.
Letterinacward District.
Memorial of inhabitants of this locality
praying that the members of the Relief Committee for the past
season may be continued.
Forwarded to Vice-Lieutenant of
county, stating that the parties are informed that the arrangements of Relief Districts for the county of Donegal rest wholly
with him as Vice-Lieutenant.
The parties are accordingly informed.
Galway Committee request a copy of their letter of 31st ultimo, in
reference to 500/. contributed by the Galway Town Commissioners, as they have not any copy.

—

Sent.

Loughrea.

—

Correspondent inquires as to the payment of secretaries
and other contingent expenses of Relief Committees.
Informed that there is no other source for these purposes than
the Relief Fund formed by local subscriptions and the donations
in aid granted by the Lord- Lieutenant of Ireland.
Newtownsteward Committee inquire if any funds collected by voluntary contributions in any given electoral division can be solely
applied to the relief of the destitute in that division.

Informed that if there be a subscription made for any defined portion of Newtowustewart Relief District, the Committee can restrict its application io that locality for such
objects as the printed Instructions point out.
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Enclosure.

Mr, Stanley

to

Mr. Blacker.
Commissariat Relief

November

Office,

Dublin

Castle,

12, 1846.

R. J. Roulh begs to state, in reply to your inquiry, that a
subscription of the kind proposed by he resolution of the Market Hill Committee, adopted
on the 31st ultimo, is not one to which the Lord-Lieutenant can be recommended to add a

Commissary-General

Sir

I

donation, as being for Works of Land Improvement, to be substituted for Public Works, preWere a donation given in such a case (as is
sented under the Act 9 and 10 Viet., c. 107.
proposed for subscriptions to be applied by Relief Committees in the manner pointed out by the
Instructions to those bodies), the effect would be, to make the Government grant one-third of

the expenses of the improvements.

Treasury Minute oil the above.
November 27, 1846.
Write to Sir R. Routh with reference to the accompanying extract
from the Summary of his Correspondence, between 12 and 14 instant, and
observe that there is an apparent discrepancy between the answer given by
him to the Newtown Stewart Relief Committee and the 3rd Article of the
Instructions to Officers employed on Inspections, namely, that “ All private
u subscriptions and Government donations are to be placed at the disposal of
“ the Committees.”
Their Lordships desire that Sir R. Routh will furnish any explanation on this
which may appear to him to be required.
“ Tyrone. Newtown Stewart Committee inquire if any funds collected by
“ voluntary contributions in any given electoral division can be solely applied

subject

—

“ to the relief of the destitute in that division
“ Informed that if there be a subscription made for any defined portion of
“ Newtown Stewart Relief District, the Committee can restrict its application
“ to that locality, for such objects as the printed Instructions point out.”

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

November 23, 1846.

regular Assistant Poor Law Commissioner ; last
year he was an Extra Assistant unattached, but now he has a district ol Poor
Law Unions under his charge, and could not be spared. These gentlemen
receive 700/. a-year, and a guinea a-day for personal expenses, while on actual
service (which is, practically, all the year round), and the right of charging
He could not charge that salary on his account while
for travelling expenses.
he was acting on a different department and receiving pay from that department I therefore give up any idea of his being able or willing to accept the

Mr. Ball

is

now a

;

appointment in question.
summary of
I think it was in October that I received his Report, which is a
his private reports to the head of his department, who was, I believe, auThe
thorized by Sir James Graham to employ Mr. Ball on this service.
Schedules and Appendices will be enclosed to you by this night’s post.
yet
arrived.
I have the bill of lading of the five models, but they are not
Mr. Hewetson came up by the mail of Saturday night, and goes down tonight.
He only proposes to issue some of the meal, which he entertains some
;
apprehensions of, to some of the Committees on the west coast of Clare
Kilkie,

Killane,

Carygaholt,

Killofin,

Kilmarduane,

and a small quantity from the Banagher depot, which was ground there last
August, and not kiln-dried, and this will be issued to a Committee at Mount
Shannon, at no great distance.
Mr. Cummins writes me, under date of 21st, from Cork. He says there is
Cargoes of good
quite a fleet of vessels, chiefly of maize, waiting for orders.
quality may be purchased at from 12 1. to 13/., and vessels to arrive, including
He adds, the prices of all
cost, freight, and insurance, at 10/. to 11/. per ton.

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.
descriptions of grain food are tending

299

downwards, particularly the coarser de-

scriptions.

With regard to Mr. Mills, his qualifications appear to he very good; and
when Randolph goes out on his inspection, he will certainly be very useful in
the correspondence, as far as I can judge from the letters you
enclose, and

which I now return. I am obliged to dictate all my letters. I could not
accomplish a tenth part of it in my own handwriting, and when Randolph
is
gone I have no one to replace him.
Will you have the goodness to let me have any mercantile reports, or statements
of prices and expectations, which you may have access to on the arrival of

coming American packet, which we may expect

Sir R.

the

end of this month.

at the

Routh to Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, November 23, 1846.
I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of
the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners ol Her Majesty’s Treasury, the weekly
return of the Commissariat depots in Ireland, and also a statement
of the amount
of donations, and of the sums Subscribed, up to the 21st
instant.

Enclosure.

Weekly State

of Provisions, &c. ( in the several Depots in
Saturday, the 21st November, 1846.
Indian

Indian Corn in Quarters of
Eight Bushes each.

Ireland, on the Evening of

Com

Meal.
I

Oatmeal.

DEPOTS.

1

In Port.

In

Sacks
280 lbs.

280

Store.
1

Iu Port.

Limerick

1

In Store.

With
Millers.

Sacks
U>s.

2S0

.

Banagher

7,190

29

“ Madagascar”

541
1,388

384

Skibbereen
Dingle
Cahirciveen

Galway
Westport
Clifden

.

....
....

657
183
1,499
9

**

630
29

.

.

1,654

250
964
250

Sligo

Ballina

Bags
112 lbs.

lbs.

10

24

63

96

864

137

•*

Longford
141
16
16

Castlerea

Roscommon
’

Dublin

'

.

Killybegs

,456

876

19,626

1,518

1

2,342

i

500

j

Total

.

4,199

1

240

770
|

1

5,567

Recapitulation of Remains on the 21st November,
1846.
garters Indian corn,

5 per ton, is equal to
lo’ror
iy,02b sacks Indian corn meal, each
2S0 lbs., equal to
1,518 sacks oatmeal, each 280 lbs.,
equal to
.
5,567 bags biscuit, each 112 lbs., equal
to
.
at

Total

Dublin
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.

.

1,041*
2,4531

tons.

189f
278/fl-

.

3963 jV

tons.

R. J. Routh, Commissary- General.
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Donations Issued under

the Authority of his Excellency the Lord
Committees in aid of Subscriptions.

Lieutenant

of
Donation.

of Committee.

£.

Amount
Lune
,

14

,

'

18
18

,

,

,

Dublin

District,

brought forward
County of Meath

....

.

Carrick-on-Suir District, County of Tipperary

.

.
Swineford District, County of Mayo
Villierstown District, County of Waterford
Maguiresbridge District, County of Fermanagh

d.

£.

5

0

0

6,907
436

3
6

3
6

15

0

0

19 10

0

3,808 15

0

d.

s.

Carrick-beg District, County of Waterford

.

Castle,

Relief

0

5.

3,384
210

to

Amount of
Subscription.

Amount

Name

Date.

R.

November 21, 1846.

J.

7,776 19 11

Rout h. Commissary -General.

Dr. Corbett to Lord John Russell.

County Cork, November 23, 1846.

Innisliowen,

A voluntary

Relief Association, solely for the purpose of bringing food
this district (which comprises

within the reach and means of the distressed poor in

month, aud subscriptions to the amount ol about
The Association is entirely independent of a “ Relief Committee,
120/. raised.
to issue proviwhich also exists, but which has, since its formation, taken no step
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant,
sions to the poor. An application was made to his
Association, and on its being
praying some aid toward the benevolent object of the
refused assistance. The Associreferred to Commissary-General SirR. J. Routh, he
Lordship will kindly
therefore appeal to you, my Lord, with the hope that your
three parishes),

was formed

last

ation

recommend
afforded.

I

however small, be
that their case be reconsidered, and a donation,
have been directed to forward the resolution to your Lordship which
meeting of the Association, and also to beg most respectyour Lordship feeling disinclined to interfere in the case,
would, from any fund at your disposal, bestow some grant in aid.

this day adopted at a
fully that, in the event of

was

your Lordship

of the Association has
large portion of the funds in the treasurer’s hands
one shilling, halfbeen contributed by the farmers, artisans, and labourers, in
this although the two
crown, five shilling, and two shilling subscriptions, and
the
participation
former classes are completely excluded by the rules from any

A

.

m

benefit.

Enclosure.
At a Meeting
23rd

of

the

Voluntary Relief

Innisliowen

instant,

Association, held

on

Monday

the

•

Lieut.-Col.

Meade,

of Belmont,

Chairman,

seconded by Thomas
was moved by Richard Quin, Esq., Justice of the Peace, Firgrove,
resolved
C. Cole, Esq., Woodmine, and unanimously
Commissary- General
That ihe Association deeply regret the expressed determination of the
of the funds placed at its disposal for the relief
Sir R. J. Routh not to recommend a grant in aid
efforts ot individuals for so
the
benevolent
expected
that
Association
The
with
food.
the
poor
of
the poor,. would have^been most
desirable a purpose, in a time of extreme privation amongst
which, in
warmly seconded by the Government without reference to the “Relief Committee,”
reach of the classes whose rebel the
this district, has done nothi g to bring provisions within
contemplates. The Association therefore hope that the letter addressed to

It

:

Association solely
earnestly solicit that their application may
their secretary is not to be deemed final, and most
disposal of which
be reconsidered, and a grant in aid, however small, be afforded, for the
chairman (Col. Meade),
a due account shall be furnished the Commissariat, verified by the

the treasurer, and secretary.
T t,
,
^
CommissaryThat the above resolution be forwarded by the secretary to Sir R. J Routh,
General, and the Government.

„

.

.

(Signed)
Innisliowen,
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the above.

November 27, 1846.
Write to Dr. Corbett that my Lords regret that it is not in their power to sancany grant of public money for relief purposes, except to committees organized
and regulated by the Instructions which have been issued from the Commissariat
Relief Office, under the sanction of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant.
Transmit a copy of this letter, enclosure, and Minute to Sir R. Routh for his
tion

information.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Sir R. Routh.

November

23, 1846.

am happy to inform you that Captain Hill has accepted our offer of
and he has begun to prepare himself by reading the different series.
We are very anxious that our inspecting officers should, from the first, have
a good understanding with the inspecting officers and district engineers of
the Board of Works, and the best way of attaining this object will be to
direct our officers to take the earliest opportunity of personally conferring
I

service,

with the Inspecting or other superior Officers of the Board of Works in each
and comparing their respective instructions, in order that they may
clearly understand what belongs to each, and when the occasion requires it, as,
for instance, in dealing with a more than usually important meeting, they
might both attend together and assist each other.
You have, no doubt, already furnished Colonel Jones with copies of our
instructions to the Commissariat Inspecting Officers.
There is reason to fear, from the tenor of Mr. Iiewetson’s letter to me, that
he has not been acting in the spirit of our proceedings. He appears to suppose that it depends entirely upon the inclinations of the dealers, and upon
the degree in which they are under the influence of good or bad feelings,
whether they raise or lower the price of grain ; and he would seem never to
have properly apprehended the fact that price depends upon the probable
supply of an article as compared with the probable extent of the demand. At
Cork, while the supply Avas insufficient, prices continued high, but they have
given way before an abundant importation, and until similar causes operate at
Limerick, prices will continue high, whatever appeals may be made to the
district,

feelings of the Messrs. Russell.
The question, therefore, is in

what manner the greatest degree of encourageto the corn trade of Limerick, and judging from the example
of Cork, as well as from our general experience, the best way of accomplishing
this is not to interfere with the trade, except for the purpose of protecting it
ment can be given

from

spoliation.

Is it likely that

such a large importation would have taken

Cork if the merchants had had before them the prospect of an active
Government competition ; and what better mode is there to induce the transfer
of a portion of the abundance which prevails at Cork to supply the deficiency
Limerick, than to assure the merchants that if they order consignments,
they will receive the full benefit of the current market price upon them.
The danger of opening our depots, and of thus appearing to assume the responsibility of supplying the whole country without a possibility of our being
able to maintain that supply, is quite a separate consideration but it is one of
;
the most grave importance.
The best commentary I can make upon it will
be to annex to this letter extracts from the correspondence on this subject
place at

at

relating -to the last Relief Operations, and to
are now only in the month of November.

beg of you

to

remember

that

we

We

wish to know how far exertions have been made to procure proper
protection for the trade in corn in the neighbourhood of Limerick, in fulfilof the pledge given in the Treasury Minute of the 31st of August, and by
Lord John Russell in the House of Commons. If examples had been made
some weeks ago of some of the parties concerned iu these systematic outrages
nieiff
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real encouragement would have been given to the enterprising merchant, and
prices would have been acted upon in a wholesome and permanent manner by
encouraging importations.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

November

25, 1846.

Mr. Hewetson was here on Sunday, and
I have your letter of the 23rd.
returned on Monday.
His object in wishing to issue was to dispose of some portions of his meal, which he thought it dangerous to keep over ; and we have a
small quantity at Banagher in the same predicament, good now, but doubtful if
held over much longer.
That which Mr. Hewetson fears is at Kilrush, and was
necessarily much exposed before we procured our present magazine at that post.
He will sell at the trade price.
You will conclude that the Limerick depot, consisting altogether of the remains
of last year, requires to be watched, and any doubtful portions to be from time to
time disposed of.
I have dispatched copy of the Treasury letter to Mr. Bishop.
have no bad
accounts of Spike Island ; and I have no present idea of there being any distress to
require the proposed Ordnance works exclusively for that object.
shall see

We

We

what Mr. Bishop

says.

Before I send you the 24 copies of the Instructions,

I

send you one with the altera-

We

requesting your attention to that proposed in the 6th Article.
have never
exercised any control over loans further than to advise, as no donation is made on
a loan; and being, therefore, private funds, we have not supposed ourselves

tions,

authorised to deal with them.
let me have your decision

and

Will you be good enough

to consider this point,

?

I brought the subject of Mr. Russell’s complaint officially before the Lord
Lieutenant, and I have received his reply, which I enclose ; but the defence of
(the stipendiary magistrate), on which his Excellency’s decision appears
to be grounded, having been omitted, I have applied for it, and a copy shall be sent
to you as soon as I receive it, which will, I understand, be to-morrow.
I just hear that a vessel of Mr. Russell, of 70 tons, laden with Indian and oat
meal, was wrecked in the Shannon at Balybunnion.
Her cargo would have been
saved, but the people plundered her ; and it is added (with what truth I cannot
say) that the magistrate was afraid to interfere.
Mr. Chappie has got up his querns to-day. Three of them worked well, and
three appeared to be a failure.
I am to have several people from the country to
look at them. The kind of stone which is fit for this operation is found in great
quantities in the south of Ireland, particularly in county Kerry, and there they
could be made very cheap ; but the question is, how to set such a thing going in
Ireland, a new improvement, where everything new is an object of suspicion.
These
kinds of mills are usually worked by the women
and I thought some of these
too heavy, not for the grinding, but for their strength.
can hardly yet be
considered as having had a fair trial ; and I should like to have one of the Kerry
querns to compare with them. I shall make you a careful report about them.

Mr. Leyne

;

Sir

R. Routii

to

We

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

November

26, 1846.

Lord Auckland’s note. My advices from
from the information of the captain of the “ Lucifer.’
I do not hear now of any immediate pressure, and the Committee is importing
supplies.
I have sent copies of your letters to Mr. Hewetson, who had left before
I

return you

Dingle are very

the letters and

different

they arrived.
I suspect the fall of price at Cork has been exaggerated.
I send you a proof sheet of a plan we have arranged for the inspecting officers
to keep us informed of their proceedings, and Ave shall forward them to you.
They will give a general idea of work done and in prospect.
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of the Committees and the population,
and other

each parish, town, or

village.
at first will be very heavy until they begin
to acquire experience in their duties.
have already letters from Mr. Bishop and
Colonel
Douglas from their posts
Colonel Archer and

Our correspondence

We

Captain Reid have both left
Dublin, and Captain Stopford leaves to-morrow morning.
Mr. Millikin assumes
his duty on the 1st.
are looking out for the rye and here and barley
meal, and entertain some
fears on account of the very stormy weather we
have had.
Nothing
° has vet
}

We

arrived.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

November 27 1846.
,

I

AGREE with you

that, as we have not been in the habit
of interfering with
the words I suggested should be added to
the sixth article Sf the
Instructions to the Inspecting Officers had better
be omitted.

loan funds,

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

November 27, 1846.
Besides the 3000 barrels of barley meal I sent you
by the Frith of Forth
and Glasgow, I have now ordered 2000 barrels
more to be sent from the Thames
produce of our mills.
You a re therefore about to receive supplies at Dublin to a very large
extent, and
it is desirable that you should prevent,
as far as possible, public attention from
being directed to the circumstance, and that you
should be prepared to send them
forward as they arrive, to Longford and Banagher,
from which the sub-depots in
the western district may be supplied as the occasion
may require. I wish partir
cularly to avoid a large accumulation of supplies
at Dublin.
in addition to the

.

.

Mr. N. Cummins

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Cork, November 27, 1846.

SH0ULD not have thought it necessary so soon again to address
you, but
downward tendency in the price of maize in this market,
of which I

1
.,

,

that the

you

advised

m my respects of

the 21st instant, has since received a decided check.
Most oi the vessels then
our port having taken flight to other markets,
the
price which stood for some days at
12k to 13k, may now be quoted at 14k per ton
r
Indian meal, 15k 1%. to 16k

m

The feature in our present position, which strikes me as
most alarming, is the
unexampled negligence of the small farmers in making
any preparations for
in many parts of this county, especially towards
the west, the land
iymg as it no crop was ever again to be sown.

luture crops

:

is

Commissary- General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Limerick, November 27, 3 p.m., 1846.
of the 18th instant has caused you some alarm
what;
ex P ressed therein, touching the opening or partial opening
0tS
rel y for y° ur information.
Be assured my actions are
strieth, “ f,
the spirit o f your proceedings, which, as therein
observed, have been so
emiu.L^ suc
/ cessiul; my views as expressed were in a measure prospective, not
a PP eai- s

„

.

0“ 1

pl

of

o,?

my

may

r

’

•

letter

Ilave

a'

iinmpd; t6

Wlth

110

intentions whatever

to grant present aid in food to other
thm Gm ° te loc
i
lllties and w,1 ich in all my letters to
Sir Randolph is evident,
You n
Vare
mVe recentl seen llim in Dublin, when lie concurred with
’

'

the pvrf
a

V

y
me in
° f offeriu S supplies from the Kilrush depot, and even Banagher, to
G eUt to a ew °* tIie neighbouring Committees,
unable from their
,
f
tUa
ns an d other causes to procure food in sufficient quantities
elsewhere,

rIenCy

Umff

remote

’

^

not 5 b owever,

.

in quantity, or at a price

which would

in

any way

interfere with the

2Q2
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I am, also, as observed to you, anxious about the meal ; to tlie present
markets.
has kept sweet and good, but I must confess this anxiety weighs much with me,
when touching upon this most important of all subjects, the opening ol the depots ;
could I divest myself of this feeling, which will, I hope prove groundless, I
should be most desirous of reserving every pound of food we have in store, until
some emergency shall arise to make it imperatively indispensable to issue.
slight re-action took place in the Cork market on Monday, and the price of
the corn got up to 13/. 10.9. per ton, at which it sold freely this was occasioned
by several vessels waiting for orders, going off to Waterford and Sligo. Vessels
seldom come to the Shannon for orders, or a market, it is too wild a coast , those
it

A

;

come here are direct consignments to the Limerick trade.
upon protection in the transit of grain goes to Dublin to-morrow

that

My official report

Messrs. Russell
having placed a retail depot in the village of Clare, at the head of the Fergus,
there is no longer any interruption to the shipment of corn.

Ennis
P.S. Present prices.— Limerick, Clare, Kilrush, and
Indian meal, 16/. and IT/, per ton.
Whole wheaten do. 17/. per ton.
Oatmeal, 21/. per ton.

:

:

Quotations just l'eceived from Cork, say on the 26th instant
Indian corn, 14/. per ton.
Indian meal, 15/. 10s. per ton.

Messrs. Erichsen to Mr. Trevelyan.

Fenchurch Street,
London , November 27, 1846.

110,

have the honour to state that after making due inquiries we find
not being cultivated,
that flax-seed of fine quality is very scarce in England its
In Ireland
prevents shipments to this country of really fine seed fit for sowing.
the case is different, and large quantities are sent to Belfast annually, direct
from Riga ; from Belfast which is the principal market, it is forwarded to the

We

•,

interior.

.

......m

Flax-seed is also imported into Ireland from America, but it is inferior
quality to the Russian, and not generally liked.
.
The winter being now so much advanced, and the time for sowing in Ireland
timely
being February and March, it would be impossible at present, to draw
ordered
supplies from Russia ; we would, therefore, venture to suggest its being
direct
shipped
and
persons
from Holland, there to be purchased by competent
Although not quite equal to the Riga seed, the Dutch is still of
to Ireland.
the first
a very fine quality, being grown from the Riga seed, and when of
growth from that seed, is much liked. Second and third growths are
_

year’s
also produced for sowing, but they are not equal in quality to the first.
Some very fine Odessa flax-seed fit for sowing is expected in London, but
shipthe long voyage and the lateness of the season, render purchases of these

ments very precarious.
witn
We have written to our friends in Holland, and daily expect a reply,further
calculation of prices, &c., when, we shall have the honour to transmit
particulars.

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.

December

1,

1846.

Overleaf you will find a report from Messrs. Labouchere and Comone of Riga, and the
pany, on the subject of flax-seed, and I send two samples,
kinds.
other of Dutch, both of the first quality of their respective
seed is the best,
Contrary, if I recollect right, to Mr. Maunsell’s view, the Riga
the first year
being regularly imported into Holland, and the Dutch growth of
“
best, of which kina
next
is
the
called)
as
it
is
Son,”
the
from Riga seed, (or
is the Dutch seed now sent.
,
(the barrel oif
the difference in price is greatly in favour of the Dutch,

As

Riga seed
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340 and as Dutch seed is what I was asked for with a direct preference
of it to Russian, and as it is necessary to take some steps immediately, owing to
the probability of the early closing of the navigation, I have ordered 600
bushels of Dutch seed to be sent to London, whence it may be easily transferred
to the places on the western and southern coasts where it may be required.
If I have overshot the mark, pray tell me so in time for me to countermand
the order in part.
I have been partly influenced in ordering a liberal quantity by observing that
a movement is going on in the south as well as in the west of Ireland for the
promotion of flax cultivation, which is certainly a very beneficial one for the
people, owing to the quantity of labour it requires.
You very properly confined your undertaking as regards here and rye-seed,
to the west of Ireland, but in so peculiar a matter as flax-seed, you may perhaps
relax your rule.
You will see in Messrs. Labouchere’s letter, that notwithstanding all that is
going on in Ireland about flax seed, the ordinary demand from that country
has fallen off, which has led to its being cheaper than usual in Holland.
What does this mean ?
at

Enclosure.
Messrs.

Labouchere

to

Messrs. Erichsen.

Rotterdam, November 27, 1846.

We

received yesterday your favour of the 21st instant, replying to which, we beg to
inform you, that we think our home grown linseed will fully cope in quality with any other
description, in proof of which, we forward to you by to-morrow’s steamer, two samples of the
same for comparison with two other samples of parcels imported here from Riga, with the
relative prices

now quoting

for

both

sorts,

from which you

will observe that the latter

would

comparatively stand in much higher, the Riga barrels being considered to contain only half
the quantity of the hogsheads shipped from hence.
Of the latter, twelve are generally counted
to the last, * which makes them equal to about seven bushels, and if a purchase be deter-

mined upon, we would advise its being made in hogsheads, as shipments are generally made
Hardly any orders have yet been received from thence for flax-seed, and but for
this circumstance, our prices would probably not have kept so low, as although our crop may
be considered a good one, compared with the quantity of flax produced, the general production
It must moreover be remarked, that a good deal will yet be
does not exceed a fair average.
required to meet our own wants, and the demand from Germany, and that from the prices of
oil, the millers are also likely to become competitors for buying, so that we look upon the
chances for the future range of prices, as being more in favour of an advance than otherwise.
We annex a proforma invoice, in which we have taken the cost for superior quality at f 35 for
to Ireland.

Opportunities for shipping to Limerick offer very rarely ; the rates of freight
your information.
for Newry and Dublin, are all at present from Os. 6 d. to 6s. 6 d. per hogshead with 5s. primage.
Is. to 2s. more will probably be required for Limerick on a charter for 300 or 400 hogsheads.
Our prices of corn keep up with ready sales.

100 hogsheads =700 bushels

Sir R.

Routh

at 8s. 7|d. per

to

bushel—about

300/.

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

November

27, 1846.

In obedience to the commands of the Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, signified to me in your letter of the 3rd
instant. No. 383, I have called upon Commissary-General Hewetson, to report
whether he was aware of the circumstance complained of by Messrs. Russell, and

what measures he adopted

therein.

I have reason, however, to think that Messrs. Russell and Co. brought their
complaint direct before me, and I lay before you, for the information of my
Lords, copy of my letters to the Under-Secretary, with his reply thereto, and a
copy of the defence made by Mr. Leyne, the presiding magistrate at Ennis, to
whom the documents were referred.
I have not yet received Mr. Hewetson’s reply, which I shall transmit to you as
soon as it reaches me.
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Enclosure.
Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Redington.
Dublin Castle, November

11, 1846.

I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of His Excellency the LordLieutenant, copy of two letters' from' Messrs. T. N. Russell and Sons, of Limerick, submitting
a complaint against the stipendiary magistrate stationed at Ennis, who, it would appear,
declines to afford to them the assistance and protection which these gentlemen claim for the
transit of their property, as promised to them in the Treasury Minute.
As the supply of this part of the country depends at the present moment, very much on the
exertions of these parties, and as their exertions are very extensive, and their prices, under the
circumstances, not very unreasonable, I respectfully request the interposition of His Excellency’s authority to cause inquiry to be made into the obstructions said to be raised in this

matter.

Mr. Redington

to Sir

R. Routh.
Dublin

Castle,

November 23, 1846,

am directed to state that the Lord-Lieutenant having caused inquiries to be made
complaint preferred by Messrs. Russell of Limerick, referred to in your letter of the
11th instant, against Mr. Leyne, R.M., at Ennis, sees no ground for attaching blame to him.
His Excellency has given full instructions relative to the escort of provisions, and if Messrs.
Russell, who have hitherto made frequent demands for protection, decline to seek it, it would
be unfair to hold the stipendiary magistrate responsible for the result. The unfortunate state
of Clare, as well as other districts, having rendered it necessary to provide for the escort of
corn and provisions in different parts of Ireland, his Excellency, having communicated with the
military and constabulary authorities, has thought it right to frame certain regulations, under
Which the protection of either force can be obtained.
In order to prevent the troops being unduly harassed by this service, if called upon by
every individual who may require them, the parties desirous of proceeding in the same
direction have been required to make their journey at the same time, as it would obviously be
impossible to provide escorts for each supply that any individual merchant may have to forI

into the

ward from

his stores.

His Excellency is desirous to afford to the Messrs. Russell and those merchants who are
engaged in the provision trade of this country every protection in conducting their operations
but he does not consider that any just ground Tor complaint has arisen in the present instance.

County of Clare.

With reference to the accompanying documents, I have to state that I not only have
not refused to afford to Messrs. Russell and Sons, as well as the other merchants and traders
this town, any assistance and protection they may deem it advisable to claim for the safe

of

from hence

any other part of the country, but
that I frequently notified my perfect willingness to give them and the farmers every protection
may require ; and so desirous have I been to carry this desirable object into effect that I
it published by the Roman Catholic clergyman, from the altar of the chapel in this town,

transit of their property

to Clare village, or to

they

had

all times ready to afford them every possible protection.
With regard to the
made -by Messrs. Russell and their managing clerk, I beg to state that the first
had of the intention to ship their corn at the quay of Clare village was on Friday,
the 6th instant, but at too late an hour to admit of the requisite arrangements being made for
that purpose on that day.
The next day, Saturday, was then fixed on, and having personally
conferred with the officer in command of the troops, as required by a circular recently issued
to the magistrates, the proper measures were agreed on between him and me but, considering
Saturday being a market-day here, and the town being densely crowded, that the police would
be employed in patrolling the adjacent roads for the protection of the farmers and others
bringing their agricultural produce to market, and that the popular excitement would be
considerably augmented by conducting the cars through the town, it was deemed expedient by others and myself to defer, if practicable, the shipping of the grain until the followWith this view I called on the clerk, but did not then see him. He came to
ing Monday.
my house at six o’clock that evening, accompanied by the Secretary of the Relief Committee,
and on my explaining to him the expediency of postponing the shipment until next Monday
morning, and putting him in possession of the circumstances which rendered such a step advisable, he at once fully concurred in the. policy of the measure, and undertook to have a boat
at the quay, at ten o’clock on Monday morning, to receive the corn.
About seven o’clock on
Saturday evening I received a communication from the Vice-Chairman of the Relief Committee, informing me that he had seen Mr. Russell’s clerk, and that it was arranged that
boats should be at the quay on Tuesday morning, for the purpose of the corn being shipped.
This alteration of the day I conveyed to Major Eyre, and the necessary orders were issued by
that officer for the military escort to be in attendance at ten o’clock on Tuesday morning, and
what took place on that occasion has been detailed in my report of the 11th inslant. As to
my requiring the agent to provide any specific number of carls and horses, I did not do so
but I suggested to him the fitness of his having as many as he could get, as it was desirable

that I was at

complaints

intimation I

;
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have the boats loaded, if it could be effected, on that day. In proof of my anxious
desire
and readiness to give the transit of corn and other property every protection, I
be» leave to
Barnatyne and Co., to Messrs. Harding and Co., and to the merchants
of this
town, who will, I have no doubt, bear ample testimony to my being invariably
willing to accede
to their requisitions.
The observations made by Messrs. Russell, as to their clerk being
of
the same religion with me, I do not understand, as I cannot see what a
man’s religion has to
do with his public duty. With respect to their unfair and insulting allusion to
my incapability, I shall only remark that I have been for many years in the military
and civil service of
my sovereign and country, and during the whole of that period there never has been, either
directly or indirectly, cast upon me the slightest imputation of a want of
capacity, energy or
fidelity, in the discharge of my duty.
I have served under the different changes
of Government, and by each of them my conduct has received unqualified approbation.
I feel that I
have not been an undeserving public servant, and it is too hard that my character
should bo
causelessly assailed, and my feelings wounded, bv Messrs. Russell
and their clerk. Regarding
their allusion to the rumour of my being removed to the city of
Limerick, I know nothing
whatever, neither have I made any application on the matter but wherever
my humble ser;
to

refer to Messrs.

vices may be required, his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant may be assured
that I shall
discharge the duties of my office with zeal, energy, and all the ability in my power.
I beg to
add, that it has been holden to be a cautious and prudent course for a
magistrate to have a
sworn information as to a contemplated breach of the public peace, or aggression
on property
for should any fatal casualties occur in a collision between a military
or civil power and the
people, the magistrate will be called on for the authority under which
he acted.
•

Ennis, November 14, 1846.

(Signed)

R. Leyne, R.M.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from 16th

to 18th

I.—APPLICATIONS

November, 1846, both days

inclusive.

FOR GRANTS.

No.

Locality, &c.

7453

Westmeath

7421

Donegal, Barony
Boylagh.

Barony of Fore.

—

Castlepollard Committee forward a certified
of subscriptions, amounting to 1591. 11s., and solicit a <r
r ant.

.

7SZ. is

of

list

recommended.

Inniskeel, Lorrha, and Killybeg’s Committee state, that the
sum of
430/. has been collected as a loan fund to assist in the
purchase
of food, as also a sinking fund, amounting to 102/., and request

to^be informed what amount of donation they

may

expect in

Informed that a grant cannot be recommended except in aid of local
subscriptions, as
of the Relief Committee; and that if, as is presumed
is only lent by the contributors or subscribers, it is not
one to which a
Government grant can be added, however useful the object of it and deserving
of en-

free gifts, placed at the disposal

the fund of 430/.

°

couragement.

Cork

Ratlemolyon, &c., Committee inquire if one-half the sum subscribed
as a Relief Fund, and placed at their disposal for the sale
of provisions under market price, will be given in aid by the
Government.
Informed that donations are given on local subscriptions, subject to the
condition that
the whole Relief Fund shall be applied conformably to the
Regulations ; one of which is
that the food provided shall be sold at such prices as may enable traders
selling- at the
same rates to realize their reasonable profits.
I

,

7409

—

Galway

Barony of Ballinahinch. Ballinakill Committee forward a
subscriptions, amounting to 48/., and solicit a grant.

amounting
Donegal

7418

7470

Armagh

,

and
recommended.

to 39/. 10s. 4c/.,

19/. 10s. is

7491

solicit

image

of

a grant.

—

Barony of Banagh Teelin. Carrick Committee forward a certified
list of subscriptions, amounting to 76/. 16s., and solicit
a grant.
38/. is recommended.
Carrickbeg Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions,
amounting to 23/., and solicit a grant.
11/. 10s. is recommended.
Market Hill Committee inquire if aid will be given to a subscription
collected to purchase from dealers in meal at wholesale prices,
and then supply it to the poor at reduced rates ; observing, that
these dealers will themselves supply the poor who are able to purchase at the retail prices.
See Answer annexed.
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Informed that on transmitting the requisite certificate in the
form given in the Instruction a grant will be recommended.
Maguiresbridge Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions,
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Return of Correspondence, &c.
II.—APPLICATIONS

continued.

WITH REFERENCE TO DEPOTS.
Locality, &c.

County.

No.

—

Correspondent states, that he has storage for
60 tons of meal, and can also find security for his services as
agent in its sale if required.
Informed that the storage will not he required.

Milltown Malbay.

7475

Clare

6134

Slio-o

656S

Meath

7420

Donegal

(Upper Half)
Barony of Leyny.

Leyny Committee solicit an advance of 20 tons of Indian meal to be
issued to them weekly, the proceeds to be regularly accounted for
and paid to the Assistant Commissary-General at Sligo.

on credit; but
Informed that the food in the Commissariat depfits cannot be issued
supplies of food (to be sold at
that whatever subscriptions can be obtained for providing
augmented by grants in aid by
prices sufficient to prevent any loss of the fund) will be
the Lord Lieutenant.

....
....

—

.

Navan. Correspondent proposes to let stores in Navan.
Informed that it is not intended to establish a Commissariat
depdt at Navan.
Cross Roads Committee forward a memorial praying for the establishment of a depfit in their

Informed

III.—APPLICATIONS

that this application will receive

WITH REFERENCE TO BE RE,

RYE,

due consideration.

&c.

Locality, &c.

County.

No.

district.

Millcove, Berehaven, Committee state that they will require a
supply of barley ; inquire terms, &c.
Informed that until the time for spring sowing shall be near,
no other seed corn will be provided than rye, as the one for

7461

Cork

7412

Roscommon

.

.

.

sowing in winter.
Boyle Committee inquire whether seed rye and wheat

be placed

will

at their disposal at cost price.

7466

Informed that the supply obtained by Government for seed is but very limited, in consequence of the advanced period of the season, and that on its arrival, which is daily expected, the cost price and arrangements will be announced ; also, that as here is a spring
corn it is expected that a larger supply of it will be obtained in due time.
Ballycahane Committee inquire if their request for a supply of seed
Limerick
bere will be complied with.
Informed that seed bere, which appears to be preferred in Ballycahane district, will
spring corn;
not be supplied until the time for spring sowing shall arrive, bere being a

....

advanced period
also that the seed rye obtained is but a very limited supply, owing to the
of the season, and that the cost price and arrangements for its distribution will, however,
be announced as soon as the invoices shall arrive.

IV.— CORRESPONDENCE

7456

WITH REFERENCE TO PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.
Locality, &c.

County.

No.

]

Armagh

.

.

•

Baronv of Tiranny.

— Correspondent inquires what works

will

be put

forward in this barony.

7481

....

Meath

Forwarded to Board of Works.
Kilmaganny, &c. Committee request forms of labour

lists

and

tickets.

Parties referred to the local officers of the Board of

vv orks.

V.— APPLICATIONS WITH REFERENCE TO LOCAL COMMITTEES.

7464

....

sell
Shanagolden Committee forward a resolution, purporting to
to destheir provisions in future at 3d. per stone under first cost,
but who
titute families consisting of more than six. in number,
have only one person employed on the Public Works, &e.
Rene
Informed that the Government regulation requires the food provided with a
case at such a
every
in
to
be
sold
Lieutenant,
the
Lord
a
donation
from
including
Fund,
a reasonprice as that traders selling the same kind of food, at the same rate, may realize
propose to make
able profit; that the rule admits of no exception, such as the Committee
that sellingunder rs
for very large families, where only one member is in employment
than are
cost in such cases would be similar in effect to paying the persons higher wages
wages ot any
It is, therefore, suggested that when the
given to the other labourers.

Limerick

,

.

;

which the
labourers are not sufficient to buy so much as their families require of the food
them.
Committee may have provided, a cheaper description of diet should be used by
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continued.

continued.

Locality, &c.

Barony of Clonmahon.

—Mounlnugent Committee
as
of
Committee — postage,
&c.
of
of a Relief Committee
inquire

payment, of secretary

to the
stationery,

(heir

Informed that the salary
the secretary
and all contingentexpenses are to be paid out of the ReliefFund,
to be formed in the manner pointed out by the Instructions.
Correspondent inquiries if perpetual curates are ex officio
members of Relief Commiitees.
Informed that the principal clergyman officiating in each

Virginia.

—

parish is an ex officio member of the Relief Committee for the
district including it, and that it would be advisable to communicate with the acting vice-lieutenant of the county, whose decision
will be binding on the Committee.
Let termac ward and Templecrone district.—The late secretary

of
the Committee, formed for this locality, inquires if he is
to deliver
up the books, &c., to the chairman ; that he retains them till instructed by the Commissary-General
impresses upon him the
;
advantages of not connecting Templecrone with Lettermacward
district; and of his right to be still continued as secretary;
he
states that the Indian Relief Fund trustees have furnished
queries
for replies, and he asks various questions in
reference thereto,
&c. &c.
Informed that the Commissary-General will not interfere with the Relief
Committee’s
arrangements referred to, and that as the appointment of secretary rests
with the vicelieutenant of the county, and as the Rev. Mr. Griffith is now secretary
to the Committee
for both Templecrone and Lettermacward, the books should be
handed over to him that
in reference to the information sought by the secretary
of the ReliefFund trustees’, the
proper course is to place every application before the Committee,
and be guided by their
•

J

directions.

Waterford

Glenahiry Committee represent the inadequacy of their funds
to
remunerate their secretary for his services, and state that
they
shall be deprived of his future usefulness
should sufficient recompense be withheld from him, as the duties withdraw his
attention
from his own important avocations, &c. &c.
Informed that, as there is no other source from which recompense
can be made for the
services of their secretary than the Relief Fund of the district,
it would be
advisable in
luture to allow him to employ occasionally a clerk to copy
lists of labourers for Works
or other papers, the preparation of which would engross
much of his time ; and that it
is presumed that persons for the purpose
can be obtained when requisite at a moderate
rate of recompense.
Waterford, Barony of
St. Mary’s Committee.
Secretary inquires whether it is
.

.

.

|

,

—

I

likely that
he will be allowed a salary. The duties, &e., are heavy.
Informed that the secretaries of Relief Committees may receive payment
for their services out of the Relief Funds of their districts,
formed in the manner pointed out by the
Instructions, which are the only sources for the purpose, and
that where secretaries do
not receive pay, the Committees may occasionally employ clerks
to copy lists of labourers
and other papers.

Upperthird.

|

Innishannon

Committee inquire if their fund, formed of subscriptions collected, and his Excellency’s donation in aid, can
be apportioned to the several parishes of the district, to be administered
by individual members of the Committee.
Informed that the Relief Fund of Innishannon district may be
appropriated to the
parishes for which the subscriptions are collected, but that it is not
considered advisable to
place the sums so appropriated at the disposal of individual members
of the Relief Committee.
Also, that the expendiiure of Relief Funds should be avoided if
possible, as they
can
most cases be more usefully employed in providing supplies of food
for sale.
1

1

m

—

Fermanagh
|

.
.
Glenawley Committee.
Correspondent questions the right of
.
|
certain persons to act as members of the Glenawley Committee,
in consequence of their having been added after the
ori<*r'nal
organization was made.
Informed that the organization of Relief Committees rests entirely with the
lieutenants
of counties, and such deputy lieutenants as may act in
this respect for the lieutenants, so

that the Commissary-General cannot decide on any question as to
the right which the
persons referred to may have to act as members of the Glenawley Committee.
This appliis transmitted to the lieutenant of county, and
his attention is drawn to the
cation

repre-

sentation therein

made.

Kerry

.
.
Templenoe Committee desire that their district be incorporated with
the Glanerought district, and its business transacted in Kenmare.
Committee recommended, if still feeling inconvenience from the arrangement
made
emplenoe, to apply to the Lieutenant of the County
as the power to change that
;
arrangement rests solely with him.
.

I

1 lie

tor 1

2
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continued.

Return of Correspondence, &c.

V.— APPLICATIONS WITH REFERENCE TO LOCAL COMMITTEES

continued.

County.

....

Cavan Committee forward a printed copy of certain regulations
with applicants
adopted by them upon various matters connected
may be made to
for employment, and request such suggestions
them as the practice of other Committees offers.
offer any suggestion from the pracInformed that the Commissary-General is not able to
might assist that of the Cavan Committee in the selection
tice of other Committees which
be
safely done by adhering,
can
only
considers
which
he
and
of nersons for employment,
the sanctioned instructions, limiting employment
as the Committee propose, to the rule in
to those in actual need of it.
obtained.
Buncrana Committee inquire how stationery, &c., is to be
.
nnneeal
charges

Cavan

.

I

to
(with all other contingent
Informed that the expense of providing stationery
the local relief fund, in the manner pointed
Relief Committees) must be defrayed out of
out in the instructions to Committees.

....

Meath

Correspondent inquires if he has been appointed Secrethe local Relief Committee, and what salary is to be

Clonard.
tary to

allowed

?

.

Committee for the parishes
Informed that he has been appointed Secretary to a Relief
of Moyfcnrath, by the Vice-Lieutenant of
of Ballvbo«°-an and Castlejordan, in the barony
discretion of the Committee, and is paythe CountyMeatli ; that the salary is left to the
manner pointed out by the printed inable out of the relief fund, to be formed in the
structions.

Cavan, BaronyJ Tullvhanl Killinagh (sub-district

to

Correspondent incloses the

Swanlinbar).

sanction of the Vice-Lieutenant for the organization of a
mittee for this sub-district.
Noted, and books, &c., also sent.

Com-

current, and
form of the account.

Kilmacow Committee request forms of account

Kilkenny

adhere

to the

state

be
is not imperative to adopt these
In transmitting blanks for accounts, informed that it
of the Committee ; that any torms
forms should they not accord with the transactions
August last will answer.
showing the items of receipts and expenditure to the 15th
that

1454

Mayo

1455

Kildare

difficult to

will

it

A list of Chairmen

.

of county

is

and Secretaries of the several Relief Committees

forwarded.

Noted, and books, &c., forwarded,
.

.

14381
1

7518J

names of Chairmen and
Vice- Lieutenant of County furnishes list of
and
Secretaries to Committees in baronies of Lower Navan-Leone

Upper

Slane.

Noted, and books, &c.,

digitised

not already furnished, sent.

&c.

Locality, &c.

Omagh

7428

Tyrone

7432

Londonderry

7448

Kildare

•

.

7508

Down

.

.

.

'7479

Cork

.

.

Committee apply for a second registry book.

Forwarded.
Inishrush Committee.

.

Books, &c., sent.
Robertstown Committee.
Instructions and Treasury Minute forwarded.
Rostrevor Committee.
Papers on drainage of land forwarded.
Drimoleague, Skibbereen Committee.
;

books, &c., forwarded.

7509

Tipperary

7418

Queen’s County

7430

Westmeath

.

Ballyporeen Committee.
Noted, and books, &c., forwarded.
Stradbally Committee.
Papers sent.
Kilbeggan Committee.

7433

Cork

.

instructions forwarded.
Iniscarra Committee.

7510

Dublin

.

.

.

.

sanction oi
Informed, that on notification being made of the
Lieutenant of County, the books, &c., will be forwarded.
Tallaght and Clandalkin Committee.
,. wion
Chairman
Informed that books, &c., were sent by post to their

on 2nd

image

if

FOR BOOKS,

County.

Noted

Printed

not previously sent.

Noted.

VI.— APPLICATIONS
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&c.— continued.

VI.—APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS, &c .—continued.
County.

Galway

Locality, &c.

1501

.
Cattra Committee.
Books, &c., forwarded, and the Committee informed that they should immediately forward to the Lieutenant of County a list of their members, with a statement of the bounds
of the district, including two parishes, and the whole of. the electoral division in which
each parish may be.
Down
Clonal ton Committee.

1 511

Donegal

.

.

.

|

Instructions, &c., forwarded.

....

Templecrone and Lettermacward Committee request books, &c., may
be forwarded.
Informed that the books, &c., have been forwarded to Mr. John Rogers and that if he
;
now Secretary to a Relief Committee of Templecrone and Lettermacward, applica-

not

is

tion should be

hand

made

to

him

for the

books, &c., which he has received, and should at once

over.

7506

Roscommon

7516

Galway

.

.

Boyle Committee.
Books, &c., forwarded.

.

....

Oranmore Committee appoint sub-Committee, with sanction of ViceLieutenant of County, and apply for books, &c.
Noted, and books, &c., forwarded.
Carbery Committee apply for books, &c., for divisions 1
this barony.
Forwarded.

Sligo

and 2

of

VII.— MISCELLANEOUS.

County.

Locality, &c.

Tervoe.

Correspondent suggests the introduction of Riga and Dutch
and hopes Government wiil assist in having it imported

flax seed,

into this part of Ireland.

•*•••!

7354)1

I

6411)

Submitted by the Commissary-General to the Treasury.
Cloyue and Churchtown Committee, referring to the recommendation
Commissary-General
of the
in reply to their application for a
grant in aid of 98/. placed at their disposal, that their funds are to
be employed in providing the cheapest kind of food, and sold at
prices sufficient to prevent any loss, state that what the poor want
is, that the prices of home food should be reduced to them
to
enable them to obtain it, and that Government alone have the

power and means to do so. The Committee further state, that the
people prefer paying 2s. per stone for Indian com meal to Is. 8 d.
for wheaten or barley-meal.
stating that the question for consideration is, whether it be more advisable
provide with the relief fund, as the Commissary-General has recommended, the cheapest
kind of food, and sell at prices sufficient to prevent any loss, or to let the fund be expended, as the Committee propose, in providing Indian meal, to be sold at prices much

Answered by

to

under first cost ; that by the latter course the fund would be speedily exhausted, and the
left dependent on whatever supplies traders might provide
that by the former
;
course, a supply of food can be maintained, through the successive application’ or reinvestrelief fund, during the period of scarcity’, thus co-operating with the local
traders in enlarging the stock of food, and not discouraging their exertions by selling under
that this is the course proposed by Government
that if it shall now be
;
;
adopted by the Relief Committee, the Commissary-General will be enabled to recommend
a grant in aid of the subscriptions set forth in the list which he has received.
poor be

ment of the

fair trade prices

Galway
|

.
Ballinasloe. Inspecting Officer of Works requests an official list of
.
.
.
the Committees of the county, as also a copy of the circular letter
issued by His Excellency in October last, respecting the class of
persons to be employed on public works.
Informed, in forwarding the list of Committees for the county Galway, that the letter
referred to has not been sent to the Commissariat Relief Office for distribution.
Correspondent
J

Drumsua.

suggests that the Jamestown Mills, the
property of the Board of Works, be put into operation by the
Commissary-General, and points the advantages which would
&c.
Deposit.
Athleague, Creggs. Correspondent represents the prevalence in this
locality of the practice of bakers selling light loaves of bread, &c.,
and he suggests that they should be compelled to sell the bread
by weight.
See answer annexed.
result,

2 112
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
CommissaryCommunications referred by the Under Secretary for Ireland to the
General, from 16th to 18th of November, 1846, both days inclusive.
Locality, &c.

No.

D

8143

Fermanagh

.

.

I

Knockninny Committee forward a
amounting
25/. is

H

and solicit
recommended.
to 53/..

certified

list

of subscriptions

a grant.

Arklow.— Dr. Wright complains of the smallness of the allowance
made to him bv the Central Board of Health as Medical Officer

18264

its augmentunder the Act 9 and 10 Viet., cap. 6,
12/. for Ins services,
ation, stating that he paid an apothecary
per diem.
&c., which leaves his salary but 2s.
apothecary was entirely an
Answered, bv observing that the appointment of an
of Health proposed the
arrangement of correspondent’s own, made when the Board
an apothecary
appointment of a second medical officer, and that if the employment of
as they desired, he
had been left from the beginning to the Poor Law Guardians,
would not have had to make any compensation for his assistance.

and prays for

Mr. Stanley

Mr. Kelly.

to

Commissariat Relief

Dublin

Referring

to

your

Castle,

November

Office,
1 7th,

1846.

Commissary-General Sir Ran-

letter respecting tlie sale of bread,

be sold by weight, but does not
dolph J. Routh begs to state, that the law requires bread to
which may therefore be of any size the bakers think
fix on any specific weight, for the loaves,
(not being fancy bread),
proper they may, however, be required to weigh each loaf, roll, &c.
;

when selling.
Your proper course

is

to

apply

to

the magistrates in petly sessions.

Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. Blacker.
Commissariat Relief

Dublin

Castle,

November

Office,

17/A, 1846.

Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh begs to return the following reply lo
made by your letter of the 14th instant, this day received.
regulating the
The rule laid down by the Treasury Minute of the 31st of August last, for

the inquiry

sale of food

donations,
provided with Relief Funds to which the Government shall have given
of what
reference to the advantages of traders, and only from a consideration
good in the present exigency of the country.

made without

is
is

best calculated for the public
As the high price of food

entorcing
indicates scarcity, and provides a partial remedy, by
means of assisting
economy in consumption, the Government cannot be recommended to supply
and,
ot society
a more rapid use of food than would occur in the actual circumstances
fully supported, for which
therefore, on this ground alone, the policy of the rule objected to is
Relief bunds, when used
there is an additional motive in the advantage afforded by having the
turning as
kept
and
distress,
of
the
period
undiminished
through
maintained
for providing food,
;

in

...

capital in collecting successive supplies.

,

on better
By these funds the labouring population may be supplied with food purchased
purchases ; or lood
terms than those on which ordinary dealers may have hitherto made their
Committees
may be provided not generally on sale. Mixtures of meal may be adopted.
expedients
may also promote the use of various kinds of vegetable diet. In fine, a number of purpose;
may be resorted to with advantage, while the Relief Funds are preserved for the
only a temCommittees,
the
purchased
it
is
by
less
than
giving
food
for
but if expended in
course, would
porary relief is afforded— a quantity of food is consumed which, in the ordinary
to the retail
have lasted a longer time and, ultimately, the persons thus supplied must resort
to extend their
traders, who had been previously discouraged from making any exertion

—

business.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The
See page 301.

I sent Colonel Jones the
November, and he has applied to

extract,

me

Castle, Dublin,

as

November

you desired, of your

for eighty

copies of

it

28, 1846.

23rd
amongst

letter of

to circulate

numbei ie
his officers, &c., and I shall therefore print it, and send him the
quired, and furnish them in like manner to our officers.
Mr. Chappie (Mr. Cubitt s foreman) left us yesterday, and this is the conclusion

all

we came
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intended for Indian corn, but the meal

produced is too coarse.
Approved, but requiring to be hooped.

It

is

No. 3.
No. 4. The diameter is too great, making it too laborious.
recommended that No. 2 and No. 4 should be reduced to the same diaall to be hooped and to have the lever screw.
impossible for me to say with any accuracy what number may be inThe prices of grinding have risen 50 per cent., and in some situations

meter as No. 3, and
It

is

quired.

It is an object of great importance to enable the public to avoid this great
more.
in other places more.
I
In Sligo they are charging 306-. per ton
expense.
calculate that these mills would cost under 1/., perhaps 15s., and I think they
I should like to send a supply to Westport,
would find purchasers at this rate.
Clifden, and Belmullet, and county Donegal, and also to Longford and Banagher
Perhaps 100 of each would not be too much, as
for sale, and a few to Limerick.
I do not propose to send them to Kerry, where there would be a prejudice in
favour of their quernes, and a few sent to Limerick would, if approved, find their
way there. Perhaps it would be prudent to send a circular to the Commissariat
posts before we finally decided on the number.
I annex for your information a letter from Colonel Douglas, and I think, to
avoid a double correspondence, that I shall forward to you, as received, all these
private letters, reserving those which have a more official form, and sending to you
copies only ; but when the Diary is in full use, it will give a concise view of what
is going on, and what is intended, and the private and official letters will be deveIf you will favour me with your ideas on this subject,
lopements of the Diary.
that we may put it in the manner you desire, I shall be obliged to you.
I am now seriously preparing, and which will certainly be ready next week, a
little pamphlet on cheap food, containing all the receipts we have been able to col;

lect,

and which

I

We shall send
copies as

trust will be useful.
it

to all the Committees, and I

shall transmit to

you as many

you require.

I think you will like Colonel Douglas’s letter ; and I shall be disappointed if
he does not prove an active, intelligent officer.
The Lieutenants of counties are very much pleased with the appointments.
The “ London,” with barley meal, has just been reported. It will be sent off
on Monday to Longford.
I observe, with pleasure, your further purchases, but without date of arrival
I suppose next summer.

Sir R.

Routii

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

November

28, 1846.

Just as I was closing my letters the Cork mail has arrived, and brought
the enclosed letter from Air. Bishop, which I lay before you.
I have also a few lines from Mr. Cummins, quoting Indian corn at 14/., and
Indian corn meal at 15/. 10s. to 16/.
Mr. Cummins adds, that they learn from all parts of the country, especially
from the west, that no preparation is being made for a future crop.
He adds, that the demand for steel hand-mills by the class of small farmers is
extremely great ; several parties generally contributing to the purchase of one for

me

heir joint use.

This information encourages our speculation in the stone hand-mills; and
it cannot fail of being useful.

I

think

Enclosure.

From Mr. Bishop

to Sir

R. Routh.
Cork, November 27, 1846.

On my

return from Cove last evening, I found your official of the 25th instant, relative
to the desired inquiry as to the necessity of providing employment for destitute persons in the

neighbourhood of Haulbowline.
Finding that the “ executive ” of the Cove Relief Committee
were at the Court-house in Cork this morning, I deemed it useless returning to Cove to-day.
I have arranged to meet, the Committee there to-morrow morning.
I am disposed to think,
from the observations I made yesterday at Cove and in that neighbourhoud, that the distress
I
will not be found so imperative as to call for the additional Government work suggested.
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shall,
to

however, spare no pains to obtain the best information, and hope to be enabled to report

you on Sunday.

Lord Rawdon has appointed
Committees formed
thence to

commence

in this

my

me on Monday, and to furnish me with a list of the
and as I sleep at Castle Barnard, I propose starting from
;
the Committees.

to see

county

visits to

I had a long interview yesterday with Admiral Pigot at Cove; his disposition to afford us
every assistance at his disposal is unceasing.
This rise is owing to the numIndian corn has risen to 14/. per ton, and meal to 15/. 10s.
ber of corn-laden vessels which have left Cork within the last few days in search of a better
market

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

W ith

Dated Nov. 3.
„ 13

Castle, Dublin,

November 28, 1846.

reference to your letters noted in the margin, I have the honour to
Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of

report, for the information of the

.

Her Majesty’s Treasury,

the arrival of the following officers, viz.

:

Lieut -Colonel Douglas.
Captain Stopford, R.N.
Captain Reid.

Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Trimmer.
Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Le Mesurier.
Lieut.-Colonel Douglas has proceeded to Clonmel in charge of Counties Tipperary and Waterford.
Captain Stopford has proceeded to New Ross in charge of Counties Wexford
and Kilkenny.
Captain Reid has proceeded to Killarney, in charge of County Kerry and West
Carberry, County Cork.
Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Trimmer has proceeded to Galway,
where he will relieve Assistant Commissary-General Millikin on 1st December.
Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Le Mesurier has assumed the charge at

Banagher.
Assistant Commissary-General Bishop has assumed the charge of inspecting
County Cork, with his head quarters at Cork.
Lieut.-Colonel Archer has assumed the same duty for Counties Longford, Westhis head quarters at Mullingar, and
Assistant Commissary-General Millikin will undertake the same office for
County Galway on the 1st December, with his head quarters for the present at
officer of

meath, and Meath, with

Galway.

Commissariat-Clerk Cummins to Mr. Trevelyan.
Killibegs,

November

28, 1846.

I have the honour to inform you, that I have closed for a store here at
the rate of 5 1. 10 s. per month, and that I have made all arrangementsfor commencing the discharge of the “Bossidar” (from Trieste with 501 tons of
Indian corn) on Monday morning.
The store now taken cannot hold more than about 200 tons, and there is
only one more (of any size) in the town this belongs to the estate of the late
Mr. Murray but as yet I have been unable to obtain a tender of it.
Mr. Dobree informs me that I may expect the arrival of two large cargoes
almost immediately and, as the “ Andromeda ” can only take meal in sacks,
I fear we shall be sadly off for lofts for cooling the corn.
I am directed to ship 100 tons to Burtonport, and 100 tons to Dunfanaghy
from the “ Bossidar.”
My travels through Donegal have as yet been limited but I am happy to
report that the people here do not appear to be in the same state of destitution
as those in parts of the county Mayo ; I speak of the latter place, as I have
:

;

;

;

duties called me
stay in that district,
lately left Westport, and during
The islands on the coast will, I fear, reto almost every part of the county.
quire very great attention during the ensuing six or eight months.
district, and all work unanimously,
There are live Relief Committees in
The latter seem to have
with the exception of the Killibegs Committee.
some party differences, which, until they are got over, quite prevent their being

my

my

my

of any real service (as a body) to the poor.
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Routh.
November

30, 1846.

have

desired Mr. Cubitt’s foreman to have three specimens of the handmill, No. 3, prepared as approved by you, fitted with a hoop and lever screw, which
last Mr. Chappie says he will have cast in iron, in order to secure uniformity, and
when we have got these models ready, we will send a circular to all the manuI

facturers of such articles, and call for tenders.
I thought it better to have more than one specimen prepared, both for the sake
of establishing a check, and because

we may

have to send models to quarries at a

distance.
I have written to Mr. Labouchere without the delay of a single post, to endeavour to secure you and your assistants better accommodation, which, independently of your personal comfort, I consider to be of real public importance.
The crowd in my room is so great, that I have had another smaller room made

behind

it.

I entirely approve of the diary proposed for the inspecting officers, but it can
only be looked upon as furnishing a general outline of their proceedings, and an
index to the more detailed information contained in their private and public letters,
copies of which we rely upon your sending us at the earliest practicable period
after they are received.

Your new pamphlet on cheap

food will be translated into Gaelic for the use

of the Scotch highlanders and islanders as soon as

it

comes

out.

Deputy Commissary-General Osborn’s son is on our list of candidates for
we do not wish to send any person to Ireland who does
which peculiarly adapt him for the service.

Treasury clerkships, but

not possess qualifications

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

November

30, 1846.

We- never land supplies in Dublin unless compelled to do so by want of
usually unload the articles at the contractor’s
transport into the interior.
stores, from whence they are loaded and forwarded, if he can receive them, or
has boats ready in any given period to convey them.
The great difficulty we have to contend with is the abuse of the lists of
labourers, as made out by the Committees. There is such a passion for jobbing
through every grade in Ireland, that it seems indigenous. I think, however, if
our officers are active, we shall effect a reform, but it is too gradual.

We

In reply to the extracts of the Blue Book and your letters, Mr. Hewetson
he is quite anxious to keep the depots closed, but that he is not a little
There is a little in Banagher, and that
uneasy as to the keeping of the meal.
I
at Kilrush, which requires now to be issued, and we shall watch the rest.
have received the quern from Captain Mann, which is a very rude contrivance,
and does not grind at all the most it can do is to crush.
It requires a certain
I observe the task-work is chiefly breaking stones.
talent to be able to measure out task-work of a higher class.
says that

;

Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Lazzaretto, Malta, November

2,

1846.

inform you that two days previously to my leaving
Deputy Commissary-General Major copy of your
official letter, dated 6th October, No. 11, respecting the purchase of grain, the
same to be ground by the Naval Department, and sent to Ireland. Mr. Major
suggested the propriety of my purchasing what Indian corn I could meet with on
the spot in vessels already laden, and forwarding it on to Malta at once.
I immediately went to the most respectable merchant for information as to the state of
the corn market.
He told me at once that there was then no grain beyond the
I think it right to
Argostoli, I received from

quantity necessary for the consumption of the island, as a large quantity of Indian
corn and barley had recently been bought up by speculators at a high price,
evidently for Ireland.
This merchant referred me to a broker, whom he had
employed for many years, who told me the same story. He has a house at Corfu,
of which I apprized Mr. Eppes, to whom Mr. Major had also written, and sent a

copy of your
written to

Printed

image

official

letter,

Mr. Eppes on

digitised

No.

11.

I

presume,' however, that you

this subject.
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Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Malta, November 14, 1846.
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your private letter of the 14tli ultimo,
accompanied by three copies of a printed paper on the subject of providing
“cheap food with home corn” in Ireland. I have communicated that part of
your letter which relates to the grinding of the grain to Sir Lucius Curtis. I
send you a statement of all the offers made to supply grain, including those which
Mr. Major had accepted, prior to giving up the charge of the department. This
statement I propose to forward to you from time to time, showing our progress.
As the demand for Indian corn is, I presume, now so generally known, I expect

we shall shortly have large offers. This, I hope, will have the effect of reducing
the prices, which, you will observe, have increased considerably since the first offer
I was enabled to get a trifling reduction in the prices stated in offers
Nos. 5 and 7. I am informed that a merchant here purchased 500 salms of Indian
corn from Naples, at 38s. 4 d. per saint.
1,100 salms of beans have been offered
at 29s. per saint, but as there seems every prospect of obtaining Indian corn, I
have declined the offer. Oats are hardly ever sent here, as not being required.
You do not mention rye amongst the several articles of food specified. Is there
any objection to it ? I ask this question, in the event of any offers being made,
although at present it is not known here, and we may not have any occasion for it,
but it appears very probable that every article of food will be brought to this
market: I observe that Mr. Major has already informed you that there is no other
mode of kiln-drying corn here, but on the terraces of the houses, and the flagged
terraces on the ground, where the corn is thrashed in the country.
These terraces
are heated by the sun in summer, and, of course, at this season of the year this
operation cannot be performed.
I trust that what Indian corn has been ground
without being so dried will reach its destination in good order.
The naval steam-mill cannot as yet be said to have commenced working.
Experiments have only been made of its powers, and it requires a little adjustment.
It is calculated that this mill and the mule mills belonging to the Navy, will grind
100 salms in one day. I have thought it advisable to get the whole of our Commissariat mule mills (18 in number) put into proper repair, in case they may be
required ; four, however, only are out of order.
I have sent to Sicily for 10 pairs
of mill-stones, as the Naval Department cannot spare any.
I shall be much obliged by any observations you may have to make for my
future guidance, and requesting you will be assured that I shall do my best to
meet your wishes.
was made.

P.S. I have just been informed that this kiln-drying apparatus will be ready in
about six weeks, and that the steam-mill will commence with our Indian corn
to-morrow or next day.
Enclosure.

Malta.

Printed

image

digitised

— -Statement

showing the Offers of Grain made through a Broker to the Commissariat
Department, and accepted between 17th October and 14th November, 1846.
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to

Mr. Teevelyan.

Malta , November 18. 1846.
you that I forwarded to you on the 15th instant by the
overland mail, a report ot the quantity of Indian corn offered and
accepted' which
I am sorry to say has been very little.
No offer has since been made ; and from what I hear, it would appear now that
the wants for Ireland are so generally known, that Indian corn is shipped
I

beg

to inform

in

lame

quantities at the several ports direct for England
so that if the holders of grain
;
can find purchasers on the spot, and at the same time secure a quick and
sure sale
without risk or loss, it seems reasonable to suppose that they will not send
it here
under tne uncertainty ot its arriving in good order and condition, which
is a part
of our agreement in accepting offers made here.
But it must be recollected that
as one month has only elapsed since the receipt, on the 14th October,
of your first
letter ol the 6th of that month, No. 11, ordering the purchase
of grain, the merchants here have not had sufficient time to communicate and arrange
with their
agents at these ports, and at present we cannot expect much.
In another week or
two we shall he enabled to form an opinion of what can be done, and we
still may
entertain hopes that considerable offers may yet be made.
Under existing circumstances there cannot he, in my opinion, any other or better course
pursued to obtain
these supplies, at least for the present, than through the intervention
of an intelligent and experienced broker, who has for many years
purchased grain for the
navy, who is well acquainted with all the resources, and who
is naturally interested
in the undertaking.

am informed

I

much difficulty

that there is

ports for this grain,

and that

vessels, laden

with Indian corn and other grain.

Mr.

J

revelyan

to

in procuring freight at the different
with coals, &c., from England, return

Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson.

November 30, 1846.
ha
pleasure of receiving your private letters, dated
the 2nd,
?
lnstant > on ^le subject of your
purchases of grain for the Irish

,

service

Your proceedings

are, in

every respect, satisfactory, and

me to answer your question about rye.
As rye is not at present used in Ireland, and as
piepared in a state suited to be used in
porridge

lor

it

is

it

therefore only remains

doubtful whether

it

or stirabout, the ordinary

can be

winch meal is cooked in Ireland, it is not considered
advisable to buy anv
we can see our way more clearly about it.

mode
until

I shall

be glad to receive information from you on the
following points
ry
6 ground single, that is, coarsely ground, without
extracting the
*
!,
111 1 16 ni ode usuall
.v adopted for grinding meal for "
stirabout ?”
1
1
Will rye meal,
when
so ground, make good porridge?

1

r

‘

z.

You can perhaps send us a specimen of the meal.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

November

30, 1846.

Adverting
r letter No- 333, dated 23rd instant, I have
the honour
before you, fory°V
the information of the Right Honourable
my Lords
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, extract of a Report from
Commissaiy-taeneral Hewetson, in relation to the
affair of Messrs. Russell and Co.
It would appear that Mr. Leyne
states that Messrs. Russell’s application was
t0 1
°o the 6th after 11 o’clock, A.M., the hour fixed for aplications
for
I
1 s
ne t day was market-day, and Sunday intervening, the
escort
„ ni
^
could
not be granted until Monday.
^Peaking to the Undersecretary on the subject, lie informed
me that if
sis. Kussell thought
themselves aggrieved, and were dissatisfied with his
Yxeeiiency s judg-meut, it was open to them to make a further
appeal, to which
aue attention would be given.

^

,

to !lay

™

™l

>

>

’

.

,

2 S
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Treasury Minute on the

above.

December

4,

1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh that their Lordships entertain no doubt that the comwhich has been made by Messrs. Russell against Mr. Leyne, the stipendecided upon by
diary magistrate at Ennis, will be properly investigated and
to take this opporhis Excellency the Lord Lieutenant; but they desire
importance of every
tunity of impressing on Sir R. Routh’s attention the great
other officers
possible exertion being made by himself, and by the inspecting and
Majesty’s Governserving under him, to give full effect to the intentions of Her
last, in regard
ment, °as expressed in the Minute of this Board, dated 3 1st August
plaint

to private dealers,
to the protection to be afforded to supplies of food belonging

whether in store or in transit; and for this purpose the attention of the proper
come to
authorities should be promptly called to any circumstances which may
the knowledge of the inspecting or other officers acting under Sir R. Routh,
which may appear to require the exercise of more than usual precaution.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin Castle, November 30, 1846.

information of the Right
I have the honour to lay before you, for the
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the weekly
return of the Commissariat depots in Ireland, and also a statement of the amount
of donations, and of the sums subscribed, up to the 28th instant.

Enclosure.

Weekly State

of Provisions, &c., in the several Depots in Ireland, on the evening of
Saturday, the 28th November, 1846.
Indian Corn Meal.

Oatmeal.

Eight Bushels each.

In Port.

Biscuit

In Store.

Dep6fs.

With
In Port.

Limerick
Banagher

.

•

.

•

In Store.

Sacks

Millers.

280

280

lbs.

541
1,388

•

..

.

•

Westport

.

.

Clifden

•

•

Ball ina

.

1,200

657
2,342

.

.

2,999

616

1,440

the 28th

1,456

876

500

19,626

1,518

5,557

at

5 per ton

at

8 per ton
8 per ton
20 per ton

at
at

November, 1846.
.

.

.

.

»

•

.

.

Total

R.

digitised

*864

16

16

770

5 , 209 quarters of Indian corn,
20,242 sacks Indian corn meal,
1,518 sacks of oatmeal,
5,557 bags biscuit,

image

196

**

Recapitulation of Remains on

Printed

10

63
137
• •

.

Total

Dublin

652
183
1,494

*141
.

.

Roscommon
.

1^654

24

• •

.
.

Castlerea

lbs.

9

240

Longford

Dublin

384

,4S3

250
3,147
630
29
1,349

616

770

.

Killybegs

1

112

29

.

Galway

Sligo

lbs.

250
964

Haulbowline
Skibbereen
Dingle .
Cabircaveen

280

7,190
776

Kilrush

Madagascar

lbs.

Castle,

November 30, 1846.
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2,530$
189$
277$i
.
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tons.

„
„
„
tons.

Routh, Commissary- General.
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

II.

6741

—APPLICATIONS WITH

continued.

REFERENCE TO DEPOTS, See.,— continued.

local exertions in providing supplies of food for sale cannot be
extended to any part of the county Cork, except the baronies of
Bere and Bantry, and the western division of Carbery.
Ulla and Cluggan Committee apply for issues of meal from the
depbt at Limerick.
until the supplies shall be sufficient to
maintain the issues ; but, that as the price to be charged by the Commissariat cannot
be less than the current rates, the Committee would have no greater advantage in purchasing from the Commissariat than from traders ; nevertheless, a full consideration

Tipperary

.

.

.

Informed that the depots cannot be opened

be given

will

6686

Wicklow

to the application.

....

I

Baltinglass

Committee inquire whether Indian meal can be issued

in account to a Relief Committee.
I

Informed that the issues of the Commissariat can only be made on cash payments,
and that even these are restricted to the western counties, the Government being pledged
not to interfere with the trade supplies in the eastern division of Ireland. Attention is
drawn to the consideration of a Loan Fund, as applicable in obtaining a supply of food
for sale on commission in the district, through persons selected for the purpose by the

6636

Committee.
Donegal

7472

Galway

....

Mulladerg Committee.— Chairman represents extreme distress in
this locality owing to scarcity of provisions, &c., and prays for
an extension of the Government arrangements for supplying the
poorest districts, &c., with provisions.
Deposit.
The arrangements are in progress.
for an order to the officer in charge of
the Commissariat dep6t in Galway for the purpose of making exchange of unsound Indian meal received from the depot by
copy of certificate of the superinthem, for good food, &c.
that said damaged
tendent of the Relief Store is also forwarded
meal had been issued to the Committee. The Committee also
suggest that allowance may be made on a quantity vended by

....

Galway Committee apply

A

—

them, &c.

Informed that, unde^all the circumstances, the CommissaryGeneral cannot interfere in the way proposed.

III.—APPLICATIONS

•

WITH REFERENCE TO RYE, BERE, &c.
Locality, &c.

County.

No.

....

6764

Ballinamore.— Correspondent inquires when seed rye is to be paid
for, and at what time it will be supplied.
Informed that the seed rye (the invoice of which have now arrived) can only be
issued on payment of the first cost price, which, with the arrangements for distribution,
will be immediately communicated to Relief Committees in the western counties.
Rat howen Committee request forms of application for rye, bere, and
.
Westmeath .
.

655S

Kerry

6560

Leitrim

j

1

j

6637

6559

6630

barley.

Informed that as the quantity obtained (the invoices of which have just arrived) is but
very limited, owing to the advanced period of the season for sowing winter corn, its distribution cannot be extended to any other than the western counties, as originally proposed.
Castleisland Committee inquire the cost price of seed rye, &c.
Informed that the cost price of the seed rye purchased by
Government, and now daily expected to arrive, will, with the
arrangements for distribution, be immediately communicated
to the Relief Committees.
Committee forward a return of the quantities of
Killimore, &c.
Galway .
seed rye, &c., which they will require.
Noted on abstract of returns.
Manorhamilton Committee require seed rye to the amount ol 25 1.,
Leitrim
and may be sent to Sligo.
Noted on abstract of returns.
Taghmaconnell and Dysart Committee forward a return of the bere
Roscommon .
required by them,
and name Ballinasloe as the place of con-

....

....

signment.

Printed

image

digitised

6770

Galway

....

7523

Leitrim

....

Noted on abstract of returns.
Killeroran and Athleague Committee forward a return of the
quantity of seed rye required, and stale that a considerable quantity of bere has been brought into the district, and is selling at
reasonable rates.
Noted on abstract of returns.
Killtubrid parish. Correspondent inquires, on the part of a number
of small farmers, how they are to avail themselves of the offer of
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continued.

WITH REFERENCE TO

RYE, BERE,

seed rye, &c., made by
given for payment.

Government; and,

kc—continued.

Locality, &c.

7500

J

Roscommon

.

.

|

also if time will be

Informed that a supply of seed rye is expected daily (but is
delayed by its having been shipped in sailing vessels), and on
arrival of the invoices, the cost price, and arrangements for
its distribution, will be announced to the Relief Committees;
but it will not, however, be issued on credit.
Boyle Committee remind the Commissary- General of their application for seed rye, and inquire when the demand will be supplied, as the season is

advancing.

Informed that, the arrival of the seed rye purchased by Government has been retarded
its having been shipped in sailing vessels, but is daily expected
price
; that the cost
(with the arrangements for its distribution) will be shortly announced
; also, that the

by

supply is only very limited, owing to the lateness of the season
but that, as bere
;
is a spring corn, it may be expected to be obtained in larger quantity before the time
for
sewing.

Galway

7493

.

.

.

.

,

.

j

|

Galway Committee forward a return of the probable quantity of
seed rye, &c., required, and suggest that it be placed in a depot
in Galway.

Answered as above.

Roscommon

7495

.

|

|

Roscommon Committee

state in reference to the promised supplies
of seed rye, &c., a month ago, and as the sowing season is nearly
passed, that the people begin to feel that they have been
deceived, &c.

Answered as above.
IV.— COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE

TO PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.

No

6673

6557

Locality, &c.

Kilkenny

Galway

.

.

,

.

.

Barony of
Owneybeg.

Limerick,

75631

7163/

Tyrone

Mayo

.

Inislioge Committee, in a communication dated the 26th October
last, request the Commissary-General to urge upon the Board of
Works the absolute necessity of commencing some one of the

Relief Works passed at the sessions of Gowran on the 14th
October, and state, that the cutting down of the hill entering the
village of Inistioge, for which a sum of 150/. was granted by the
Extraordinary Sessions and expended, together with 30/. during
the past season of distress by the Relief Committee, is a work
requiring little consideration to proceed with the completion of its
improvement, being a road of great traffic, &c., and remains in
an almost impassable condition.
Requested to state whether any of the Relief Works for the
district have been commenced, particularly the completion of theimprovement on the road'from Newross through Inislioge, described as having been left in nearly an impassable state.
Clifden Committee state that they have written to the Board ofWorks on the evils of the system of task work, &c., and deem it
necessary to bring it also under the notice of the Relief Commission in the hope of the system being modified, &c.
Deposit, as relating exclusively to the Public Works, and as
there appears to have been a communication on the subject made
to the Board of Works by the Relief Committee.
Killaloe Committee request forms of labour lists.
Deposit, as the forms required are provided by the local
officer of Public Works token calling for the lists.
Cappamore Correspondent urgesJ the necessity of immediately
commencing the works presented for in this barony, &c., &c.
Deposit, as relating exclusively to the Public Works.
Dunnamana Committee inquire when relief by Public Works will
be afforded.
Forwarded to Board of Works, and the parties informed,
stating that the Commissary-General has not cognizance of the
arrangements for executing the Relief Works.
Isle of Actiill Correspondent complains of delay of the .ocal
pay-clerk in disbursing the wages due to persons on Relief

Works.
Forwarded

to

the

Board

of

Works, and correspondent

in-

formed.

7502

Kerry

.

,

.

,

Castleisland district.
Correspondent urges the necessity of
diate additional Relief Works, &c.

Forwarded

Printed

image

digitised

to

imme-

Board of Works, and the party informed.
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VI.— CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO LOCAL COMMITTEES.

1608

Dublin
Blackrock Committee.
.
Correspondent is informed, in reply to verbal inquiries made by him, that the Earl of
Meath, as lieutenant of the county Dublin, has notified the appointment of a Relief Committee for Blackrock with Lord Cloncurry as chairman, and to which he is appointed to
act as secretary; also, that the Commissary-General draws attention of the Committee to
the 25th, 26th, and 27th sections of the printed Instructions, which point out the mode of
obtaining donations from Government, in aid of any local subscriptions that may be
placed at the disposal of the Committee, provided they shall be applied conformably to

7567

Meath

.

.

.

|

the Regulations.

....

Clonard Committee.

—

Correspondent, in acknowledging the receipt
of books, &c., inquires in what capacity they were forwarded to
him, and requests the names of chairman and secretary of Committee.

Informed that the books, &c., have been issued for the Clonard
Relief Committee, of which he is appointed secretary by the
vice-lieutenant of the county Meath, who has named Frederick

Longau, Esq., as chairman.
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continued.

VI.— CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO LOCAL COMMITTEES

CC53

King’s County

6561

Roscommon.

6589

Kerry

continued.

.
.
Croghan Committee state, tliat they are selling meal at reduced
prices, and request books, &c., for Committee.
The lieutenant of county is requested to state if it is his intention to organize a
Committee for Croghan district (Philipstown), in which there was one last
year provided with
a Relief Fund ; stating that books, &c., have been applied for by secretary of the
CornI

•

Kilgefin, &c.,

.

Committee request that the account of expenditure be

called for.

The accounts not having been received, the circular in reference to accounts current is forwarded.
Listowel and Finuge parishes.
Correspondent prays that these
parishes may be united in one Relief District.
Informed that these parishes have been placed by the lieutenant of the county in separate Relief Districts (being tn separate
baronies), and that his Lordship’s arrangements of the districts

....

—

are final.

7496

7545

Galway

—

.
.
Tuam district. Chairman of the late Committee requests to be
,
apprised of the present arrangements for this district.
The vice-lieutenant of county Galway is written to, inclosing correspondent’s letter,
and observing that he has appointed a Committee for the portion of Tuam, in the barony
of Clare, and that the secretary of the late Committee was requested to furnish
a list of
the parishes in the original districts, but has not done so.
Correspondent is, at the same
time, requested to apply to the vice-lieutenant of county in reference to Tuam
district.
Wicklow.
Baltinglass Committee inquire what fund is to be applied in defrayin'*
.
.
.

7557

Galway

7519

Kilkenny

expenses of Committee.
Informed that all expenses of Relief Committees are to be
defrayed out of any Relief Fund that may be formed in the
manner pointed out by the Instructions, there being no other
source for the purpose.
Augliagower and Islandedy Committee inquire as to the fund to
pay contingent expenses of Committee.
Informed as in the preceding case.
Castlecomer parish. Acting lieutenant of county, in forwarding a
return of the Committees for barony of Tassadinin, states that
application has been made to him by a clergyman of Clough to
form a Committee for a part of the parish of Castlecomer, but

....
....

—

declined doing so as each district in barony should consist of at
least

two parishes.

Informed that the 4th section of the Instructions sanctioned by Government provides
than two parishes, where a Relief Fund
have been formed in the past season, as occurred in Clough parish alluded to; and
make such an arrangement, in forming the district to include that parish, as
to be best suited for the locality.
Galway Committee. Secretary notifies that the chairman of this
Committee has resigned.
Informed that the resignation of the chairman, as stated, should be notified to the vicelieutenant of the county, with a view to the appointment of another chairman.
for the formation of districts, consisting of less

may

requested to

may seem

7494

Galway

....

—

1

|

Correspondent’s letter is, at the same time, forwarded to the vice-lieutenant of countv,
requesting that he will be pleased to nominate a successor.

VII.— MISCELLANEOUS.

73121

Galway

....

Woodford Committee acknowledge
(13ih instant), and,

"458J

in

letter of Commissary-General
compliance therewith, transmit a list of

subscriptions of last season, taken from the Committee books;
state tliat it was in consideration of the poverty, &c., of the
district, and not of the amount of local subscriptions, that Government granted a donation of 60/. in the last season of distress.
Informed, in reference to their letters of the 11th and 16th instant, also the communications made to them on 28th ultimo, that the donation of 60/., granted for the Ballinakill and Woodford Relief Districts, does not appear to have been made on subscription
lists, none having been received from either district until now; that as in the list
now
received the subscription of Sir John Burke, on which the donation was made, is only 30/.,
it is obvious that the whole donation of 60/. was not made for Woodford
that under the
;
circumstances the Commissary-General sees no reason for altering the appropriation already
notified, by which 18/. of the amount granted has been assigned to Woodford, and 42/.
to Ballinakill, for which Sir John Burke subscribed 70/.

and
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Return of Correspondence, &c.
VII.

No.

7459

continued.
Locality, &c.

....

Galway

continued.

— MISCELLANEOUS

County.

Committee send, in compliance with communication
to them on 13th instant, a list of subscriptions paid in to
Relief Fund to 13th August last; also, at desire of the
list of Woodford district.
Acknowledged drawing attention to a copy of a letter addressed to Woodford Committee, with respect to a grant of 60A
made for the Relief Districts of Ballinakill and Woodford.
See 7458, preceding case.
Cork.
Bandon. The lieutenant of county forwards, for the consideration
of the Commissary-General, letters of Mr. Colthurst, of Dripsay
Castle, recommending the construction of grist-mills, which lie
considers may be usefully assisted by Government funds.
The letters are returned, observing that there are two weighty objections to numerous
small water-mills ; their interference with drainage operations, except where there are
considerable waterfalls, and the uncertainty of water power at the period of the year when
corn food would be in most demand ; also stating, that the Commissary-General is not
prepared to say whether water-mills should be considered Public Works of utility, which
might be executed on presentments; as the regulations under which Relief Works are
carried on do not come within his cognizance; but being fully aware of the want of
sufficient mill power in the country, he has given attention to various kinds of hand-mills,
both of iron and stone, and he has directed the preparation of models of stone-mills, to be
worked by hand, recommended to him as durable, cheap, and capable of preparing considerable quantities of meal, to which he proposes to draw the attention of Relief Committees ; that different models are expected to arrive about the 23rd instant, and a foreman machinist is now in Dublin to see whether mills can be constructed in Ireland on the
models which shall be found most useful.
Cavan
member of Tullygarvey Committee suggests that steel-mills at a
moderate price be distributed for sale, torthe purpose of grinding
Ballinakill

made
tlieir

treasurer, the subscription

7300

7527

....

....

—

...

A

either wheat or Indian corn.
Informed that steel hand-mills are

6584

6604

now on sale at prices varying from 3 1. to 5/. by Messrs Gatchell, 87, Pill-lane, and Mr:
John Maguire, 10, Dawson-street, in this city; and that model
stone-mills, to be worked by hand, have been ordered.
Cavan Committee. The acting chairman of the late and of the present Committee (and on the part of these Committees) solicits
the interference of the Commissary-General in favour of their
storekeeper and pay -clerk, as a candidate for the situation of payclerk under the Board of Works, &c.
An extract, bearing upon the duties of the party alluded to, and of his unsuccessful
application for employment as local pay-clerk to the Board of Works, although he was
recommended in the strongest manner by the members of the two Committees, is forwarded to that Board for their information.
Kilkenny
Johnstown Committee. The secretary slates that he intends apply.
,
,
ing to the Board of Works for employment as a pay-clerk, and
that if the Commissary-General interferes in the appointment he
Cavan

.

.

—

,

—

a personal security, &c.
An index map of barony
same time, requested for the use of the Committee.
Informed that the appointment of pay-clerks rests with the

is referred to
is,

at the

Board of Public Works, and

6672

that index maps of counties are
not supplied to Relief Committees.
Moynalty. Correspondent suggests the importance of promoting
the use of whole wheaten meal, bread, &c.
Papers on the means of providing cheap food from home corn
are forwarded, to which attention is drawn.
Armagh
Market Hill Committee. The chairman submits, that the sale of
food purchased with voluntary subscriptions should be allowed to
be sold under cost price, &c. ; also, submits some observations
relating to the Drainage Act.
Deposit with another letter from correspondent, on which he
b :is .been fully answered
with respect to the price at which food provided with a Relief Fund may be sold. The
other parts of this communication, as relating to the Drainage Act, are not susceptible of
any answer from the Commissariat Office.
Kilkenny
Knocktopher (North). Committee inquire if they can give gra-

7469

Wexford

6638

6592

Meath

....

—

....

—

....

—

tuitous relief to

.

.

.

image
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objects for the

Union poor-house.

—

will

Printed

fit

Informed that while there is room in the workhouse of the
Union, the infirm poor should not receive gratuitous aid from
the Relief Committee.
Courtown, Gorey.
Lord Courtown requests that his relative, Captain Stopford, who has been appointed an inspecting officer of the
Relief Committees, may be sent to the county Wexford, &c.
Acknowledged, stating that an answer has been delayed in
expectation of the arrival of Captain Stopford, but this not having
yet occurred, the Commissary-General now begs to say that he
give the request due consideration.
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continued.

continued.

Villierstown Committee.

—

The chairman requests that the 58/., recommended by the Commissary-General in aid of Villierstown
Relief Fund, may be transmitted directly to him, as their
trea-

surer is ill ; and states, that the Committee will use every
exertion
for the future to carry out the directions of Government,
Informed that,bef ore the receipt of his Lordship’s letter, the secretary of
the Villierstown
Relief Committee hiid been requested to transmit a receipt for the donation
of 58/., and
that on its arrival thic amount will be forwarded as desired,
in consequence of the treasurer’s indisposition.

Commissariat Relief Office, Dublin Castle,

December

1, 1846.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle,

Dublin , December

1846.

1,

I am pressing on all the Committees the revision of the lists
of labourers,
and suggesting, where convenient, to refer them to the clerks of unions, to
check them with the Poor Law assessments above 61.
I

am happy

to say I leave

my office this night at seven o’clock, without a
my table. There is a great advantage in keeping

single paper unanswered on
everything up to the day.
We have three vessels arrived with barley meal. The “ London,” the
“ Norwich,”
and the “Agnes,” unloading into canal-boats for Longford. No
news of the rye.

Major Haliday

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Clifden

Holy wood. County Down,
December

1

,

1846.

In the counties of Down and Antrim the loss of the potato crop is nearly
the farmers have very few remaining anywhere, and at the tables of the
gentry and wealthier classes they are scarcely to be seen
the few sound ones
remaining are sold at an average of seven shillings per cwt. Where the fields
were left generally undug, the people now find, in many places, a small supply
of apparently sound and healthy potatoes, but very small, generally
not larger
than marbles, and these they retain for seed for next year. The quantity likely
to be planted thus I should estimate at one sixth of the average
breadth. The
people, meantime, are living on oatmeal, turnips (the culture of which
is fast
extending), and Indian meal.
The latter is very much used (generally as porridge) by all within a circle of six or seven miles round Belfast.
In the distant
part of Down, I found the country people not yet reconciled to it,
and complaining that it required too much fuel, and was often bad. I procured
a supply
of the “ papers” at the office hi Dublin, and am about to send some over
there.
In Belfast, and many parts of Antrim, the mills are busy, day and night,
grinding the Indian corn, and many cargoes of it are expected, but the price
is
still very high, ranging to 13/. 10s.
per ton. Several mills, constructed for flaxspinning last spring and summer, have been lately fitted with
stones, and converted into corn-mills, and are all busy.
In Down, the number of resident
gentry will supply any existing distress, and there will be few if any Presentment Sessions required; but every wliere the people are impressed with a general
expectation ol high wages and easy work under the Board, and many send remonstrances and applications for them from that motive.
The northern section of the county Antrim is comparatively wild, with much
mountain and several baronies there will require presentments, hi addition to
tiie few already held
but with such a port as Belfast, and the minor ones of
Lame, Glenarm, and Ballycastle, there can be no scarcity or difficulty as to
total

;

;

;

;

iood.

The

Belfast and Ballymena Railway employs at present fully 1200 men,
per week wages, and the general wages of day-labourers are
irom six to seven.
The lower half of Antrim is quite independent of relief.
2 T
at ten shillings
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Drainage will be general, but all the landlords are looking forward to considerscarcely anywhere,
able alterations in the “ Million Act,” which at present can
I am told, be taken advantage of.
One difficulty, not publicly alluded to, is the nature of Irish titles. 1 lie want
of skill among the conveyancers in this country formerly, has left an immense
number of properties with titles that might be cavilled at ; and a very common
_

difficulties
tenure here that “ for lives renewable for ever” is encumbered with
of its own. The extensive estates of the Marquis of Donegal, almost entirely
to attack, and
held by leases of that nature from him, are all at present subject
carried, would break
one is actually at present fighting on a point which, if he
the proprietors
nearly all those leases. Till these are converted into fee farms,
improvements, and a
will be much more backward in investing largely on
doubt on a point of law prevents at present that conversion under an Act he
’

.
obtained two years back.
.
for replenishing the
I may mention, in reference to the possible necessity
Scotch depots, that wheaten meal is in Belfast cheaper than oatmeal ; wheaten
from 16s. to 16s. 6cl. per cwt., oatmeal from 17s. 6 d. to 18s. 6 d.
has not
In the preparation of Indian meal here, the practice, of kiln-drying
been observed, and the corn was often moistened before grinding. The newest
and best mill is, however, provided with an extensive kiln and coolmg rooms,
and it will probably be generally adopted. In Tyrone and Armagh, I under“ head the oatmeal clean out of
stand the Indian corn will, as the farmers say,
the country.”
.
The Union workhouses will not contain the numbers requiring reiiei in them
towns they
before spring, although at present in the places remoter from large
are not near full.
difficulty ot getting
of
the
complaining
had
been
At Naas I heard the farmers
hands to sow their wheat, but the recent orders on that head from the Board of
Works have, I trust, put a stop to that worst symptom of the mistaken channel
.

.

beino-

.

which labour seemed to be turning. I have been told some amusing instances
of the modes of preparing for the Presentment Sessions by the priests in other
do not think it worth occupying your time with what
from my informant’s position I do not doubt the

into

parts of the country, but
is partly gossip, though
facts.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, December 1, 1846.
have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th
No. 388, conveying to me the commands of the Right Honourable my
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, to explain an apparent discrepancy between the answer given by me to the Newtown Stewart Relief
Committee and the third article of the Instructions to Officers employed on
I

ultimo,

Inspection.

.

be applied lor
I beg to acquaint you that, although the subscriptions are to
prothe portion of the district in which they are to be raised (without which
the Comviso they could not be collected), the application is to be made by
The funds will not be less at the disposal of the Committee if employed
mittee.
would be if
in providing food to be sold in the parish where raised than they
district.
whole
similarly employed for the
best ol my
It is on this principle we have acted throughout, and, to the
judgment, it has given activity and facility to the service.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

December

2,

1846.

and

The last quotations from Cork arc 141. 10s. per ton Indian com,
,,
Indian meal 16/. to 16/. 10s.
of the small holders
It would appear in county Cork that the greater number
generally, under an
under the conacre system have abandoned their holdings
thus abandoned
amicable arrangement with their landlords; and the land
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remains, and is likely to remain, in an uncultivated state, and the late occupants
appear to be in a state of apathy as to the results. I hear that the farmers, in
many parts, do not contemplate raising a larger quantity of corn than heretofore.
All this is very alarming for the next year ; and Mr. Bishop states that 5000/.
was deposited on the 28th November in the savings’ bank in Cork, which has
also a bad appearance, being evidence that the people are not employing their
funds in the usual farming operations.
Do you think it might be advisable to offer a medal or a donation, though
the first is preferable, lor the largest quantity of potato land put under grain
cultivation, and the best quality of wheat, barley, or rye produced in potato
grounds.
These medals have been very successful in promoting competition in
Ireland.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

II.

Routh.
December

The accompanying

is

from Mr. James

Adam

2,

1846.

Gordon, a large English

and Scotch proprietor, and a practical agriculturist.

Enclosure.

Mr. Gordon

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
November 30, 1846.

Bear, bigg, or French barley is the same.
The corns of the bear are smaller, and the ear not

Bear has four rows on the ear, barley two.
so long.
It ripens quicker than barley, and
be sown as winter barley now for sheep feed in the spring
The license for malting bear is different from, and lower than that for malting barley. Barley
weighs one pound per bushel heavier than bear. In Aberdeenshire, they grow nothing but bear.
I tried it here for three years on three acres, and it was given up as not answering.
The choice
between the two seems to depend on the climate and soil. This confirms me in the belief that
if the climate and soil
of Clare, or rather, where the climate and soil of any place or
district is good, barley answers best; where early frost and indifferent soil are to be contended
with, then bear.
stands the winter, and

may

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
December

3, 1846.

I was present yesterday at a discussion at the Home Office with
clergymen of the Established Church from the south of Ireland,
Messrs. Caulfield and Townsend from Skibbereen, and Mr. Beamish from

three

Waterford.

They all complained that their respective local Committees did not include
the practical, influential persons of property and respectability in the neighbourhood, in consequence of which, they have been obliged, as they alleged,
either to form other Committees not recognized by our regulations, or to have
recourse to individual charity.
A written statement was furnished of the state of extreme distress at
Skibbereen, a copy of which I send herewith.
Mr. Caulfield stated that 50 or
60 people were fed daily from the soup cauldron at his house, who would die
if this means of support were discontinued;
and they called attention to the
numerous deaths in the workhouse, which they alleged were owing to persons
coming in, as a last resource, in a state of extreme exhaustion?
No subscriptions have been raised by the local Committee, which appears to
be in a state of suspension, except for the purpose of furnishing lists of
labourers for the Public Works.
The wages on the Public Works were stated to be 8 d. a-day, without taskwork ; and it was alleged that 8 cl. was quite insufficient to support a family
at the present prices.
The fact of the farmers having sent their labourers to the Public Works,
and neglected the cultivation of their farms, was fully admitted and it was
stated that many of them were
preparing to emigrate. It was observed that, if
2 T 2
•

;
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the labourers and small holders whose potatoes had failed, were struck off the
lists at the Relief Works, they would get no employment, and must starve.
shall be glad to have an early report from Capt. Reid on the state of

We

Skibbereen and

its

neighbourhood.

The Committee should be exhorted to do their duty, and raise subscriptions,
which would be added to by the Lord Lieutenant ; and if the composition of
the Committee is defective, measures should be taken to improve it.
The causes of the alleged suspension of the farming operations should also
be strictly investigated, and the Relief Work lists should be carefully revised
and if there are any names on them which ought not to be there, they should
be struck off.
Mr. Beamish’s Committee in the county of Waterford was stated to have
thrown off its dependence on the Baronial Committee, of which Lord Stewart
De Decies is the chairman.
One of the grounds of this proceeding has reference to the composition of
the Committee as above described, and is similarly capable of remedy.
The other ground was on a question of principle ; the Committee goes upon
the plan of cheapening food, which you object to ; and as they act contrary to
your regulations, they cannot ask for assistance from you.
I stated my conviction that the observance of the general rule of selling
at a fair market price is indispensable, because, without it, dearth would become
famine, and the creation of a class of dealers through whom the new corn food
may be distributed to the people, would be impossible; but that I did not
understand that the Committees were precluded from giving extraordinary
The reply to which was, that the case of all the
relief in special cases.
labourers employed on the Relief Works was special, inasmuch as the wages
they obtained were insufficient for their support at present prices.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

December

3,

1846.

do not think you can have exceeded in ordering 600 bushels of flax seed.
to be any attempt at all, this cannot be too much.
I write to Mr.
Maunsell to-day.
We confined the rye to the west coast on account of the small quantity imported, and which has not yet arrived, and even there the demand is much
I

If there

is

greater than we can supply.
I begin to think it is better we should not interfere on another occasion with
the importation of seed. It would be more effectual to offer a premium for
the best crop of a given article.
I think that the flax-seed had better be sent to Dublin, and forwarded from
hence by canal to Limerick, where the distribution should be made.

Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Malta, December

beg

3, 1846.

and accepted since the
all the offers of grain
accepted from the commencement, the disposal of the same, and what remains
The weather still continues very unfavourable, and the arrivals
to be received.
are delayed in consequence I have been therefore, induced to accept the offers
of barley to keep the mule mills at work. The operations of the steam-mill
are suspended for a few days, in consequence of some little adjustment being
required to the machinery. Sir Lucius Curtis has engaged a vessel to convey
the 140 tons of Indian corn meal ready for shipment, and with a view that this
meal should be sent off as soon as possible, I have accepted the offer of beans
I have
to complete the cargo, which may be more or less than 1000 salms.
I

to enclose a statement of grain offered

24th ultimo, together with a

memorandum showing

;

offered the admiral 700 biscuit casks which have long been in store here,
and which we can spare without inconvenience. I suggested to the admiral,
that the ovens in the new bakery might be made use of for the purpose of
kiln-drying the Indian corn, but he is of opinion that they are too large for the
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purpose, being 20 feet long, and the grain would be liable to be burnt, and
charred, and no person could keep it stirred with any degree of accuracy.
He
informs me that the drying machine will be ready in three weeks.

An offer was made a few days ago by a merchant here for S000 or 6000
salms of Indian com at 42s., which I have thought it advisable to reject, on the
principle of keeping down the prices, never having exceeded 37s.
and I likewise rejected an offer this morning of from 1500 to 2000 salms of Indian com
from the Levant at 38s. to be delivered by 31st of January. The 1100 salms
of Indian corn, which I have improperly called an offer, and numbered 16 in
my statement, was purchased as Austrian. About 1000 quarters of Egyptian
wheat have been offered, but on examination they were found to be heated.
;

Enclosure.

Malta.

Memorandum

showing the Offers of Grain accepted from the Commencement, and
the Disposal of the same.
Indian

Barley.

Remarks.

Salms.
Offers accepted

between 17th October and
3rd December, 1846.

Delivered at tbe Naval steam-mills

15,200

3,217

1,000

1,081*

.

Ditto
Naval mule-mills .
Ditto
Commissariat mule-mills
fill up a vessel engaged by Sir Lucius
Curtis to convey about 140 tons of Indian corn meal (produce of 660 salms)
to Ireland.
Remaining due, to be received

660 salms of this are ground
into meal, and have produced about 140 tons.

2,480
737

To

...

1,000

14,118*

The period
whole

for delivering the

of this Indian

will expire

February

15,200

1.000

3,217

Commissariat, Malta,
3rd December, 1846.

Statement showing the Offers

D. Ibbetson,
Deputy- Commissary- General.

of

Grain

accepted by the Commissariat between 25th November
and 3rd December, 1846.

No.

Description
of Grains.

of the
Offer.

1

Quantity.

Price.

Knlmc
737

18s. id.

Time

for Delivery.

From what Country.

Remarks.

From
1846.
15

Nov. 25

Barley

.

Indian corn

17

.

.

,

.

.

com,

on the 15th
as per

next,

statement.

Brahilow

27s.

L"“*

35s.
29s.

Egypt

'

.

.

.

As soou a

'

'

•

Do.

To
possible

.

Delivered

Do.

.

The

.

Or such a quantity as

.

at

the

Commis-

auction expenses are not
included in the price.

1847.
,,

28

Do.

.

500
1,000

Salonica or Levant

....
.

possible

cessary to

fill

is

ne-

up a vessel

engaged by Sir Lucius Curconvey Indian com

tis to

19

Indian corn .

.

Tuscany

....

meal, the produce of 660
salms, to Ireland.

Nov. 28

Commissariat, Malta,

D. Ibbetson,
Deputy- Commissary- General.

3 rd December, 1846.
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Mr. Trevelyan to Colonel

M ‘Gregor.
December

4,

1846.

my

letter of yesterday, requesting you to furnish the
daily extracts from the police reports relating to their
operations, I shall be obliged to you to perform the same service in respect to
the general rule to
the operations under the superintendence of Sir R. Routh,
be observed, being, that everything which relates to the Relief Works should he
sent to the Board of Works, and everything which relates to Local Relief

In continuation of

Board of Works with

—

Committees and Commissariat Depots, to Sir R. Routh.
Any extra expense that may be incurred in making these extracts will be defrayed out of relief funds when the service has come to a conclusion.
It is, of course, of great importance that the information should be furnished
with the least possible delay as it is received by you.

Lieut.-Colonel

Douglas

to Sir R.

Routh.
November

Clonmel,

It

is

quite evident that sufficient labour

is

26, 1846.

not engaged in agriculture.

Committee of Clonmel on the subject to-day, but the
proceedings terminated so abruptly, that I could not get an opening to do so.
I
I did not omit, however, to speak to individual members upon the subject.
told them that it was very improvident and foolish to permit the people to
throng to the Public Works; that the expense must fall upon them, the proprietors, in the end; that the proprietors would not be benefited by any
Public Work I had yet seen whereas, were they to expend privately on their land
the sums for which they were now daily becoming responsible by presentments,
they would be enriched instead of encumbered with a profitless outlay, which
will fall upon them ; and that if the present system were long persevered in they
would find that they were gradually accomplishing the confiscation of their
own lands. This appeared to be felt by them. Any thing would be better
than the description of work now going on in some parts of the country I have
passed through. I learn from many persons that the employment of labour on
I

wished to speak

to the

;

railways is looked to as a better thing; but these persons appear to forget
that the railway employment does not come within the reach of all, and that it
is impossible for a whole population to leave tlieir homes and migrate to the
railroad lines, and that it would be ruinous to their future welfare even if they
did so, leaving the occupations of agriculture. The supply of food must absorb
the due proportion of the people whose labour is required to feed the nation, or
nearly so ; and if the landed interest, farmers and proprietors, do not better
themselves, and if all classes of the people above that of mere labourers, do not
sufficient moral courage to co-operate with the Relief Committees in
endeavouring to throw back the labour of the country into its legitimate channel,
agriculture and land improvement, however much they may now console
themselves in fending off the present evil, the future will come upon them with
a fearful reality. This I told the gentlemen on the breaking up of the ComThey received it well and in this tone I shall address myself
mittee to-day.
to them whenever I find a fitting occasion.
I proceed to Ardfinnan to-morrow, thence to Cahir, and back here ; and so
soon as I shall be able to receive accurate intelligence of the days of meeting of
the Committees in the North Riding, I shall go there by the east of the county,
return from Nenagh by the west, and then go to Dungarvan, and other places
I see enough of
in Waterford, where I may think my presence most required.
the Relief Committees already to feel convinced that the inspecting officers are
very much required to pay them a visit as soon as possible to set them right.
I know not who are to be my c.o-adjutors, but I hope, seeing the lead they will
have to take in some, perhaps in many cases, that the Treasury may be enabled
to obtain the services of men of a certain age and standing.

show

;

Lieut.-Colonel

Douglas

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Clonmel December
,

1,

1846.

There is nothing doing by private enterprise. The people are driven to
Works by want of employment elsewhere, and by the utter impossi-

the Public
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own small holdings, unless assisted in doing so by a loan
or a gift sufficient (of course this aid cannot be expected from Government) to
keep
starving in the meanwhile. The prospects for the coming
year, as
far as
observation has extended, are frightful; and the people of
bility of cultivating their

them from

my

this

country

awake to the true bearings of the future question (or at any rate do
not
upon it) which is, that it is a question of food and not of money, though

arc not
act

money may meet the present

difficulty whilst food is to

be had.
R. Routh, because this is too weighty a
matter for me to presume to give an official opinion upon but I do think that
;
I may be permitted to tell you confidentially, that I think it might be wise
for
the Government to repeat their distinctly avowed intention of enforcing, to the
uttermost farthing, the repayment by the land, &c. of all that is now being
expended on the Public Works. I have never heard the hope or expectation
expressed that, when all is over, the landlords will not be called upon to
pay
up, or I would at once denounce it; but I cannot but believe that the unwillingness which proprietors and farmers so generally manifest to keep down the
rates by employing the people, is in reality based on this hope, and the
sooner
they are undeceived the better.
I have this moment been informed by a gentleman of the highest
respectability, in whom I can trust, that the saving banks’ deposits, which
average 300/.
weekly, were last week 600/., and the query made by almost every farmer
depositor is this, will the landlords know it?
I believe that the only course to pursue is to get the land to absorb as
much
as possible of the unemployed labour of the country
; and that if this cannot be
done directly by private enterprise, they, the poor, must still fall back on the
land indirectly, and, alas! unproductively, and the overcharging the Public
Works is without remedy.
I have only to add, that I have ever protested against the oft repeated assertion of the “ extraordinary circumstances of the country demanding extraordinary remedies, such as those which would take the whole occupation, and
the whole moral training of the people out of the hands of society at large, and
throw it upon the Government.
I

do not write

this officially to Sir

.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

December

We

4,

1846.

owe

it to Colonel Douglas that we have been enabled
to make a
our Commissariat inspections, and he has from the first acted so
fully in the spirit of the views and intentions of the Government, that I
am
having all his Reports, which I have received from you up to the present date
printed, in order to serve as a guide to our other officers.
In order to meet the immediate emergency our officers should
Urge subscriptions, to be added to by donations
Urge the formation of loan funds
Urge the formers at least to carry on the ordinary cultivation
And point out to the landlords the indispensable necessity of their

good

start in

;

;

influencing

them

to

do

so.

Insist upon revising the lists of labourers for the Relief Works, and upon
detailed information being furnished by the Relief Committees to
enable them to do so.
In order to replace the country on a safe, self-supporting footing, they should—
Urge the landed proprietors to improve and extend the cultivation, availing
themselves, if necessary, of the liberal assistance offered to them by the

Government,

full details

of which will shortly be communicated.
Monday next, and I think he will prove a

Captain Hill will be with you on
valuable acquisition to your force.
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Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
December

5,

1846.

Corn cultivation cannot be successfully carried on with the present small
holdings ; therefore, to encourage grain cultivation, and a rotation of crops, is
the same thing as to encourage the consolidation of farms.
Something may be done towards this end by a system of premiums such as
you allude to ; but, in order to give effect to them, it is absolutely necessary that
we should act through organised bodies consisting of the country gentlemen
and better sort of farmers of each neighbourhood.
Something may also be done by circulating correct information on what we
This
should call in England and Scotland common agricultural subjects.
might be done by preparing and distributing printed directions, or by employing experienced persons to deliver popular lectures, or both.
In any case the nobility, gentry, and better sort of farmers, must be the
principal agents, and the Government can only be auxiliary.
general subscription in England seems to be required to supply the necessary deficiencies of our Government Relief.
cannot, without the greatest difficulty and hazard, adapt our rules to
meet special cases. If the Relief Committees were allowed to proceed on the
principle of cheapening food, dearth would be turned into famine in three
months, and the substitution of the permanent agency of private traders in the
di tribution of food would be indefinitely postponed.
It is at this point at which I think a subscription would be of so much use.
Sums of money might, by means of it, be placed at the disposal of the Relief
Committees to meet those cases which neither the Public Works nor the
ordinary operations of the Committees in laying in stores of food, and selling
them at the market price, can meet, and subscriptions would be the more readily
.obtained, from the knowledge that they would be appropriated under your
superintendence, and that of the officers acting under you, and that a strict
account would be required of them.

A

We

Pray

tell

me what you think.

What do you say to the whole, or a portion of the Ceylon subscription, being
given to Skibbereen, where, judging from the number of deaths, the destitution
must be

frightful.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

My little pamphlet is nearly ready

Castle, Dublin,

December

4,

1846.

but
I shall have a proof to-morrow
by a trial of bread made of peas ground, and bran ground, which is
and an attempt to make bread.
:

;

I am delayed

very good ;

One-half beet-root,
One-half flour,
the beet-root to be grated raw.
have associated your friend
to have a sample to-morrow.

We

Mr. Kennedy in our undertaking, and we

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

are

Routh.

December 5, 1846
you to desire the proper inspecting officer to
power on the subject of the following extract:
“ Kilkenny.
A woman and three children were found drowned near
“ Corbetstown, on the 29th ult.
They were in a starving state a short time
“before. The inference is, that this event was brought about by extreme
I

shall be obliged

to

furnish any information in his

—

“ destitution.
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commenced

;

the misery and distress

Sir R.

Routh

to

is

Mr ®lsho P

1846

5,

las ‘ night, sending

him a copy of Mr.

Stanley’s letter
the‘

Assistant Commissary-General
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to Sir R.
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most in demand. Oatmeal at 2 1/. Indian corn meal at 18/.
37s. to 40s.
per ton; Oats 17s. to 18s. per barrel of 14 stone; and home wheat at
per barrel of 16 stone.
The shipments of flour and grain generally from Cork have been small, and
description being

much below former

;

years.

m

_

.

the Savings Banks this
It was o-enerally believed that the sums deposited
reference to the transacseason were unusually large, but I find upon a careful
In the months of October and
tions of the Cork bank that such is not the case.
November, 1845, the deposits amounted to 21,059/., and in the same months of

amount

to 19,032/.

year they
proportion of these sums come
It is impossible to ascertain accurately what
but even
from country people, as no description is required in the bank entries
could not be received as an indiif the deposits from the country were large, it
cation of prosperity, but rather of alarm, and of the apprehension generally
to provide for
entertained by the lower classes in Ireland this year, and perhaps
this

;

emigration.

The deposits in the Cork Savings’ Bank
November in each year, are as follows:

„

„

hi the following years, ending 25th

£127,060

1844
1845
1846

123,026
126,719

—and amount paid to depositors during the same period

:

£108,215

1844
1845
1846

107,081
119,800

The con-acre system, where it existed in the parts I have visited, has nearly
The small holders under this system do not evince much flexidisappeared.
their altered position; and
bility in adapting themselves to the urgency of
amount of steady labour
place of cheerfully applying themselves to the greater

m

the standard ot living,
necessary to produce a new class of food, and thus raise
works, as affording
they abandon the land, and throw themselves upon relief
position of
the most immediate means of temporary subsistence. However, the
Presuming they were disposed to
this class admits of a further consideration.
so totally
recultivate their holdings, their all—namely the potato crop—having
means of subsistence.
failed them, they are wholly destitute of the present
The lands thus abandoned remain in the hands of the landlord, without the

appearance or prospect of tillage.
The limited experience I have had in the rural districts will not warrant
peasantry.
yet writing further on the character and habits of the

Sir R.

Routh

Mr. Trevelyan.
The Castle, Dublin, December

my

to

5, 1846.

explanation of the
I send you Captain Stopford’s first Report; and in
was the
question which he puts, I must state that the Enniscorthy Committee
acted for subcentral committee or authority under which several committees
districts, consisting generally of electoral divisions or parishes.
.
Whenever relief districts include two or more parishes or electoral divisions,
apart for each
a desire is felt to have the subscriptions collected in and kept
applicable
parish or division, and this encourages the getting up of subscriptions
relie
extends
and
sub-committee,
their own limits, and under their own
to

through the country.

Commissary-General IIewetson to Mr. Trevelyan.
Limerick, December

6,

1846.

will
Our fourth depot, on the south-west coast at Castletown Berehaven,
(Skibbereen) w e
shortly be stocked, completing the line of coast from the point
and e
propose to assist with supplies. Many of the Relief Committees in this
to laise
neighbouring counties are exerting themselves in a praiseworthy manner
where it can
subscriptions and provide food for their respective localities, and,
Government
done, with the ready aid always given by Sir Hugh Pigot,

be
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is furnished for its conveyance.
Again, others straightened for funds,
with few or no resident proprietors, too remote from a market, or from other
causes, are badly off, and will shortly, without aid in some shape, be driven to
great extremities in finding food for their people.
There is also, even with
Committees who have funds, much present difficulty in purchasing supplies the
demand being so great, cargoes to order are purchased and used up as fast as
Unfortunately, as yet the arrivals of Indian corn have not, in
they arrive.
quantity, been anything like equal to the demand, and prices, already high, are
consequently getting up. This cannot, we know, be controlled, and I fear some
expressions, in my letters, of regret at such prices, have been construed into a
supposition that I am not acting in accordance with the spirit of your view's
but this, as I remarked in a previous communication, is far, very far, from the

transport

;

case.

My

position, in the heart of the most destitute and wretched districts (proofs
of which are every day brought before me) is a most difficult one.
I have to
appease, to explain, to remonstrate, and, finally, to give hope, under the expectation of approaching large importations, of cheering improvement. December,
January, and February, when got over, will put us in a position, I hope, to do
some real good ; but these will be trying months, during which some continuous
aid must be afforded from our depots, otherwise it is to be feared the people,
already so prone to intimidation, will, more or less, break out into open

violence.
It will not be the wretchedly destitute alone who will show themselves, but
a set of people among the small farming classes and mechanics, ripe in these
districts for any mischief.
The resident country gentry are already becoming
alarmed at the prospect before them. That such a demonstration will be
promptly met and put down, with a severe example if necessary, there can be
no sort of doubt, but their situation, and that of their families, exposed as they
are in these remote districts, cannot be otherwise than alarming.

Of course you are in possession of the reports of the number of labourers
employed on the Public Works. By Christmas it will be, I should say, half-amillion, for all descriptions of people are striving to get their share of what
they call “ Government money.”
Each day brings with it a greater desire on
the part of the landed proprietors for reproductive, instead of unproductive,

—and

work

indeed the latter term

is

well applied

— but

not only

is it

unpro-

ductive, but tending much to the demoralization of the whole country.
I trust
the winter will be the extent of such employment.
Farm labour in some parts is improving, and with a tendency, I think, to progressive improvement.
'Wherever procurable in the hitherto abandoned potato
fields, the people are collecting the small tubers, about the size of nuts, many of
which will answer for seed ; and I am given to understand there may be a good
deal put* into the ground in this way ; indeed, the small farmers are at a"loss

what

to sow, and, as you know, quite ignorant of the culture of any grain or
vegetable they have not been used to.
Flax will be tried in tills county ; Mr.
Maunsell, of Tervoe, is exerting himself to bring it into use.
I am making occasional issues at Dingle and Cahirciveen depots.
At Kilrush
and Skibbereen (West Carbery) we shall also this week make issues in aid of
Committees in the vicinity. In West Carbery the distress is quite appalling.
The “ Andromache” (frigate store-ship) got on shore at Valentia; her rudder
was unshipped, and has been sent to Cork to repair no other damage, but great
delay.
The “ Dee’s” boilers, agahi out of order, will keep her 14 days unem:

ployed.

£

P- S.

Indian meal

s.

20 to 21 0
16 to 17 0

Whole meal
Indian corn (supply scarce)
Indian meal

{

£

16 to 16 5

Oatmeal
1

.

Oatmeal
Whole meal

16
17

21
17

The depots established by Messrs. Russell and others, at Kilrush, Ennis, Clare,
Tarbert, Tralee, &c. &c., charge somewhat higher than the Limerick rates, said
expense of carriage; they, moreover, make no allowance to small

to cover

2U2
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which is very injurious to these localidiscouraging this class of small tradesmen. There is no doubt the millers
and corn-factors wish to keep the business entirely in their own hands. Six
vessels with Indian corn, to Messrs. Russell and others, are in the Shannon, some
at the quay prices, nevertheless, on the rise.
dealers desirous of purchasing to retail,

ties,

;

Sir R.

Routh

Mr. Trevelyan.

to

Castle , Dublin , December

7,

1846.

send you the Tralee newspaper, giving the account of the proceedings
of the Killarney Committee, which it will be necessary for yoii to read to
understand
I

the subject.
further reflection, I have written to the Earl of

On

my

shown

the copy

letter to

Kenmare, having first
Mr. Labouchere, who approved it, and I now send you

:

Enclosure.
Sir R.

Routh

to the

Earl of

Kenmare.

The

Castle,

Dublin, December

5,

1846.

the honour to lay before you the copy of a resolution of the Killarney Relief
Committee, in which they refuse to recognise Captain Reid, a gentleman appointed by the
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to be the Inspecting Officer of the Commis-

have

I

sariat

Department

for the

County Kerry, and under that appointment an ex

officio

member

of

the Committee.
The same Resolution refuses to recognise the Instructions issued under the sanction of his
Excellency the Lord- Lieutenant, under which I presume the Relief Committee itself, having
been formed by your Lordship, has been and is now acting.
The Resolution also denounces the Treasury Minute of the 31st August, though it does
not appear that there was any question before them relating to this document.
If this Committee has been appointed under your Lordship’s authority, I do not see upon
what ground they could reject a member, constituted as such, equally with themselves ; but if
they are not to be viewed as an authorised Relief Committee assembled under the Instructions,
they can only be considered as an association of gentlemen voluntarily collected together for
the best of objects the relief of the country and in which, I believe, they have taken a
prominent lead, most meritorious to themselves and most useful to their fellow-countrymen
and in this view there is no objection or remonstrance to be made against the course which

—

;

they have pursued.
But it will probably appear to your Lordship that a private association is not the official
organ through which the list of labourers on the Public Works should be scrutinised and
made out; and if they are officially assembled, I think it must be clear to your Lordship
that the officer appointed by the Treasury, under whose authority this great outlay is sanctioned and carried on, cannot be legitimately excluded from his share of a revision of these
lists, and a scrutiny of the details of this vast expenditure.
much flattered
I have, therefore, taken the liberty to address your Lordship, and should feel
by your informing me of the course you propose to adopt ; whether I am to understand that
this Committee is a private association, or regularly constituted ; and hoping that your Lordship will take such steps in the latter case as may ensure to Captain Reid that reasonable
interposition in the counsels of the Committee as may afford a just protection to the public
interests.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

The
this evening

which

vessel

December 7, 1846.
on the 12th ultimo has only arrived

Castle, Dublin,

sailed with the rye

—the “Prince of Wales.”

a subscription made in England for charitable purposes in
Ireland, it is a saying that private money should flow through private channels
but this is a very particular case, and I think it would be of great advantage to
the same common cause that the public and private money should be disWe have about 850 Committees, and
tributed through the same channel.
they may amount to 1000. All these are in constant communication with me,
and I have means of knowing the state of the country, which private gentlemen
have not access to. Therefore, if the case comes before you, and you judge that
account
I could be useful, you may rely on my readiness to act, and to render an
With regard to the Ceylon Fund, I think it might be divided between
Skibbereen and Maam, in County Galway, near Cong, both deplorable.

With regard
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have ordered the Skibbereen depot to be opened two days in the week, and
Hewetson to inquire if this would be enough.
must also think of opening the depots at Dingle and Cahirciveen one
day in each week.
We have a depot forming in Castletown, Bantry Bay, which will be ready in
about a week.
The “Andromeda” went into Valencia Harbour, and ran
aground, and broke her rudder, which has to be repaired from Cork. It delays
as she is much wanted at Killibegs.
I see the “ Manchester,” for Galway,
I

desired Mr.

We

has arrived.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin Castle December
,

I

7,

1846.

have the honour

to lay before you, for the information of the Right
Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the weekly
return of the Commissariat depots in Ireland, and also a statement of the
amount of donations, and of the sums subscribed up to the 5th instant.

Honourable

my

Enclosure.

Weekly State

of Provisions, &c., in the several Depots in Ireland,
Saturday, the 5th of December, 1846.
Indian Corn
Meal.

Indian Corn in Quarters
of Eight Bushels each.

In Port. In Store

Biscuit.

With
|

Millers.

J

Sacks,

280

lbs.

Sacks,

280

7,190
776
541
1,388
250
964

Banagher
.

Madagascar
Ilaulbowline

Skibbereen
Dingle .

1

Cahirciveen

Galway .
Westport
Clifden

lbs.

Remarks.
Bags,

Sacks,

280 lbs.

112

lbs.

1

Limerick
Rilrush

on the evening of

Oat-

In Port In Store

754

”

384 1,654
1,010
652

,4S3

250
3,147
oio
630

.

29

9
24

183
1,473
10
Issued to Dugort Depot, 16 quarters
Iudian corn, 15 bags biscuit.

48

11

Sligo.

’is

1,798

137 To

453

Killybegs, 10 tons Indian meal;
Dunfanaghv, 112 tons Indian
meal; and “Pursuit,” of 120 tons,
for Burton Port.
to

now loading
Balina .
Killy begs

240
1,424

630

120
133

Longford
Castlerea

864

500

19,720 1,518

5,531

16

.

1,546

Dunfanagliy
Total

196

876

16

Roscommon
Dublin

•*

.

1,424

n transit to Longford about 90 tons
barley meal ; arrived, “ Agnes,”
with 479 barrels barley meal.

S96
1,402 2,038

616

n

transit

from

Sligo.

Recapitulation of Remains on 5th December, 1846.
4,864 quarters of Indian corn, at 5 per ton .
.
20,336 sacks of Indian corn meal, at 8 per ton
.
1,518 sacks of oatmeal,
at 8 per ton
.
.
6,531 bags biscuit,
at 20 per ton
.
990 sacks barley meal in transit Dublin to Longford
.

Total

Dtiilin,
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Donations Issued under

the Authority of his Excellency the Lord
Committees in aid of Subscriptions.

Name

Date.

Lieutenant

of
Donation.

£.

Amount brought

1S46
Nov. 28
30
,,
30
,,
Dec.

.

.

.

1

1

,,

2

,,

2
4

,,

ot

Allen District,

....

.

.

.

.

.

.

.
Kildare District, Countv of Kildare
Upper Larah District, County of Cavan
County of Galway .
Ballina District, County of Mayo
District, County of Monaghan

Ballinakill Clifden,

166

£.

Castle,

December 7,

1

J.

6
0

s.

d.

9,142 17
152 19
82 2
500 0

0
0
0

0

12 15

0

334 0
33 5
50 10
300 19
353 13

0
0

16 10

0
0

25

0

0

0
0

0
0

5,387 11

0

175

Relief

0
0
0
0

150

.

....

Farney

R.
Dublin

6

£.

d.

S.

4,483 15
15 0
40 0
250 0

.

1

,,

,,

forward
Kildare

County
Rower and Clonamerrv, County of Kilkenny
Brookborough District, County of Fermanagh.
(Inniskeel and Lower Killibegs, County of Do-1

to

Amount of
Subscription.

Amount

of Committee.

10,963

1

7

0
6
0

1

Routh, Commissary -General.

846.

Colonel

M ‘Gregor to Mr. Trevelyan.
Constabulary

Office,

December

Dublin Castle,
1846.

7,

may inform you that I think our
present practice sufficiently secures the object you have in view with regard both
to Colonel Jones and Sir R. Routh. As soon as we have designated our outrage
reports in the morning, we forward them to Government, it being of importance
that they should have the earliest possible intelligence of the state of the country.
But Mr. Redington says that extracts are taken, with as little delay as possible,
of all matters relating to the Board of Works, and forwarded from the Chief
Secretary’s office to Lieutenant Colonel Jones ; while, to save time, our original
reports which refer in any way to the Commissariat, are sent across the Castle
yard to Sir R. Routh, so that both of those officers ought, by such an arrangement, to receive all the information required in the course of the same day on
which it is known in my office.
In reply to your

letter of the 4tli, I

Mr. Crofton to Lord John Russell.
Roebuck Castle, Stillorgan,
December 7, 1846.

beg very

respectfully to call your Lordship’s attention to the very
stringent rule lately adopted by the Commissary-General in Ireland, namely,
that he will not recommend the Lord-Lieutenant to make any donation to Relief
Committees, in aid of subscriptions, unless upon the understanding that no proI

visions are to be disposed of to the suffering poor by those Committees at a
lower rate than five per cent, above wholesale prices.
Your Lordship is aware that the rate of wages paid to persons employed on
the Public Works now being carried on throughout the country never exceeds,
and is generally less, than the customary wages of the district while the price
of provisions, such as meal, flour, &c., is at least one-third higher than it was 12
;

months

ago.

Potatoes being lost, the people are thrown for subsistence upon a description
of food which formerly formed but a very small item in their consumption.
The consequence of this is, that those who have large families, although earning
full wages, are unable to purchase sufficient meal or flour to support them
while the old and sickly, not able to earn half wages, are almost in a state of
I need scarcely here inform your Lordship that a man earning one
starvation.
shilling a-day in former years could purchase therewith (supposing he had
none of his own growth), three stones of potatoes for the daily support of his
family ; while now, with the same sum, he cannot purchase even half a stone of
Indian meal, the cheapest description of provision to be had now, and I will
leave your Lordship to judge how far such a supply would go towards the
support of a family.
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To alleviate this wretchedness and misery, one of the chief objects of the
Relief Committees, now in active operation in every district of the kingdom,
was to collect subscriptions for the purchase of meal, & c., to he distributed to the
necessitous poor, at and under wholesale price, the rate to vary according to the
necessity of the case.
In the printed Instructions issued from the Commissariat Relief Office,
Dublin Castle, dated 8th October, 1846, it is stated that “ Donations in aid of
subscriptions will be made by his Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant, and placed
at the disposal of the Committee.”
Not a word in those Instructions of selling
at live per cent, above wholesale price ; but shortly afterwards, when applications for the Lord-Lieutenant’s donation were sent in by some Relief Committees, the Commissary-General made known the “ five per cent.” regulation
which I have already alluded to.
Now, my Lord, is it not plain, that were this rule to be acted upon, the
object of Relief Committees would be frustrated, and they might as well give
up the subscription, and leave the poor man to the mercies of the huxters and
meal-mongers. The poor might as well go at once to the provision-dealer as to
the store of the Relief Committee.
To remonstrate with the Executive here would be useless, as they of course
act under instruction from the Treasury ; and I therefore am most desirous to
bring the subject under your Lordship’s consideration.
Your Lordship, I presume, is aware that Relief Committees have, under
those circumstances, declined accepting the Lord-Lieutenant’s donations in aid
of subscriptions, as by so doing the charitable objects they had in view would be
wholly defeated.
I would ask your Lordship to consider if it is generous on the part of the
Government to enforce a rule which has the effect of throwing additional
weight upon a class of men already suffering under the unexampled pressure of
the times I mean owners and occupiers of land as it is among those the
Does your Lordship conprincipal subscribers to relief funds are to be found.
sider that the enormous sums now being expended for the support of the poor
upon works, too often useless and unprofitable, must be repaid by the owners
and occupiers of land ? Remember, my Lord, the only object Government can
have in view, namely, the protection of the provision-dealer, is not gained by
and even if it were, is, in such times as these, the proadhering to this rule
tection of a few, and that few not in want, to be compared to the benefit that
would be conferred on thousands, by giving them provisions at prices within
their reach ?
I pray your Lordship to consider these things, and if they possess any weight
in your Lordship’s mind, I trust you will direct fresh instructions to be issued
to the Commissary-General in Ireland.

—

—

;

Treasury Minute on the

above.

December

11, 1846.

Write to Mr. Crofton, that he is mistaken in supposing that the protection
of the provision-dealer is the only object of the rule that the stores of food purchased by Relief Committees, by means of funds partly composed of Govern-

ment donations, are not, except in individual cases of more than usual destitution, to be sold at less than wholesale cost price, with the addition of five per
cent, to meet contingent expenses
for if this precaution were not taken, the
funds of the Committees must soon be exhausted, and the consumption of the
stock of provisions remaining in the country would proceed at a rate which
would be productive of much greater distress hereafter.
Their Lordships, however, also consider the encouragement of the private
trader to be an object of great public importance because the people cannot
permanently be supplied with food through the artificial machinery of the
Relief Committees, and until dealers shall have been induced to undertake the
collection and distribution of meal, and other kinds of food, on ordinary mercantile principles, this essential branch of social economy cannot be considered
as being placed on a proper footing.
Transmit copy of Mr. Crofton’s letter, and of the Minute thereon, to Sir R.
;

;

Routh, for his information.
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from 23rd

to

25th November, 1846, both days inclusive.

I.— APPLICATIONS

FOR GRANTS.

Inniskeel Committee forwarded a

and solicit a grant,
recommended.

to 1 IS/.,

list

of subscriptions, amounting

j

59/. is

“ Innisliannon District Voluntary Relief Association”
forward a
resolution to the effect that they expected aid from the Commissary-General, and stating that the “Relief Committee has done
nothing to bring provisions within reach of the distressed classes
contemplated by the Association ; therefore it is hoped that the
letter of the Commissary-General, received in reply to a former
application for aid, is not final, and solicit a reconsideration; observing, in conclusion, that for the past three weeks food has
been daily dispensed to upwards of 750 individuals by the Asso-

Informed

7612

i

ciation.”
the fund appropriated for grants in aid of local subscriptions

that, as

II.— APPLICATIONS

Tipperary

WITH REFERENCE TO DEPOTS.

Tipperary Committee ask if they can obtain issues of provisions
from the Government depot at Limerick?
Deposit, with a letter of subsequent date, on which a..
to the inquiry

Cork, Castletown,

Berehaven

.

was given.

Molusker, Kilcaskin. Correspondent prays for the establishment of
a sub-depfit in parish.
Deposit, as arrangements for the district are in progress.
Inver Committee complain of the inconvenience sufferedln sending
to Sligo for meal and biscuit, and state that 10 tons of
food per
week would not exceed the call of the poor on them.
Deposit, as arrangements for establishing a depot near the

.

district are in progress.

Mayo

Galway

Isle of Achill.

Correspondent prays that a supply of meal may be
sent to the Commissariat store on the island.
Deposit, arrangements for supplying Achill being in progress.

Chfden Committee request 30 tons of meal, or to have a supply
which is to be bought elsewhere forwarded by a steamer.

.

Informed that Clifden cannot at present be supplied with
meal from the depot in the district and that it is desirable to
;
have the name of the port stated at which it is proposed to purchase the supplies requested to have conveyed by steamer.
Coleraine, Aghaderry, and Macosquin Committee inquire whether,
in cases of families consisting of a certain
number, whose weekly
earnings uo not exceed a certain sum not sufficient to procure
food for all, meal may be sold to them at a reduced price.
Informed that there is but one rule laid down
by the Lords of the Treasury with
respect to the sale of food provided with a
relief fund, to which a donation shall be added
by Government, namely, that the price shall be such as that
traders selling the same kind
of lood at the same price may realize
a reasonable profit.
Also that if the price shall be
too high for the wages payable in
the district, the Commissary-General can only recommend that the cheapest kind of corn food be provided,
or that vegetables and soup be
used as
other localities, for lessening the cost of food.

Londonderry

.

.

m
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limited by the Lords of the Treasury to Relief Committees constituted by the
Lieutenants of counties, the Commissary-General is unable now to return a more
favourable
answer than has been already addressed to the Association.
TemplederryJ Committee forward a certificate of the list of subscriptions amounting to 58/. 3s. 6d., already forwarded to the
Commissary-General, and request that no delay may be given to
a grant in aid.
29/. is recommended.
Clashmore Committee forward "a certified list of subscriptions,
amounting to 70/., and solicit a grant.
35/. is recommended.
Westmeath
Clonmellon Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions,
amounting to 192/. 12s., and solicit a donation.
96/. is recommended.
Kilrush Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions, amounting to 211/. 10s. 8 d., and solicit a donation.
105/. is recommended.
Tullyhunce Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions,
amounting to 100/. 5s. 6d., and solicit a grant.
50/. is recommended.

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.
Return of Correspondence, &c.

341

continued.

II— APPLICATIONS WITH REFERENCE TO DEPOTS
County.

Locality, &c.

....

Mayo

continued.

Westport.

The Marquis of Sligo

represents the inability of traders
provide the quantity of food which must be imported to sustain the population dependent on that town for
supplies, and also conveys the opinion which they entertain
of being
enabled to carry on their trade with greater security simultaneously with the operations of Government.
Informed that a coincidence in the views of the Westport traders has led to arrangements for establishing a Commissariat depot in their town, for which supplies are in
progress, but are retarded by the unfavourable state of the weather.
Also, observing that
the fall in prices consequent on the importations already made will now, it is
hoped, convince the holders of home corn that they are injuring their own interests by
deferring
I

in

Westport

to

°

sales.

Meath

.

.

.

.

I

Navan Committee point out the small amount of loss to their Relief
Fund by the present arrangements for selling food under first

and state that wheat meal is sold at a loss of Is. per
and here meal at a loss of 8 d. per cwt.
Answered by observing that the loss mentioned (8 d, to Is. per cwt.) may be
covered
by a small addition to the cost of one week’s supply for each family, so that the rule of
the
Government may be adopted without materially increasing the present sale price. The
Committee are at the same time requested to consider that by affording this temporary
relief a fund is being gradually exhausted, which, if requisile
for maintaining a supply
of food, ought to be preserved by selling at a reasonable profit price, as proposed
by the
Government; and while thus rendering present relief, keeping in view the necessity of
providing for a future emergency.
Wexford
Gorey Committee forward a copy of the rules adopted by them for
.
.
.
enabling poor persons not in employment to buy food by giving
them tickets, which are to be received by the Committee’s venders
at the value printed on them.
Informed that as this arrangement' involves a gratuitous’distribution of the Relief Fund, the devising of some task of work
in return for the tickets issued is suggested for the consideration
of the Committee.
Kerry
.
.
Glanerought Committee. A Resolution adopted by this Committee
.
is forwarded, asking for the establishment of a depot.
Deposit, as the arrangements for the county are made.
Scariff Union.
The Poor Law Commissioners forward copies of
correspondence between them and the Board of Guardians of
Scariff Union, relating to the scarcity of oatmeal in that district,
and the inability of the Guardians to purchase any, if a supply
were within their reach.
See answer annexed.
Parsonstown Committee. Lord Rosse states the Committee have
decided on making the experiment of supplying the destitute with
cooked food on the plan practised at Clonmel, &c., where a quart
of soup or porridge is given gratis to each person, and a small
cost, &c.,

cwt.,

I

.

|

.

|

1

loaf at first cost if required.

See answer annexed.

III.— COMMUNICATIONS

RELATIVE TO LOCAL COMMITTEES.
Locality, &c.

....

Cavan

Queen’s

Scrabby Committee inquire how the secretaries of Committees are
to be paid, &c.
Informed that there is not any source whence salary can be
drawn for the secretary of a Relief Committee, except the local
fund to be formed in the manner pointed out by the instructions
to Relief Committees.
Baronies of Cullenagh and Portnehinch.
changes

.

Acting lieutenant of county
in the relief districts of these baronies,
for the sanction of the Commissary-General.
acting lieutenant having called on the Commissary-Ge-

proposes certain

which he proposes

The

6813'

neral,

was apprised that it

as he

may

is

open

to

him

to

make such alterations

Meath

consider necessary for completing the arrangements.
Vice-lieutenant furnishes a return of the Committees for the baronies of Lower Slane, Ratoath, Lower Deece, &c.

Tipperary

Noted, and books forwarded.
Parishes of Outerath and Mortlestown.

-

CS67I

Correspondent states that

•these parishes are in different baronies, yet

It

is

suggested

to

it is

desirable that they

should be in one and the same relief district; that should this be
sanctioned, care should be taken to keep labourers on Public
Works within their own baronies, &c.
correspondent that he apply to the Earl of Glengall with respect to

2
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Return of Correspondence
III.— COMMUNICATIONS

continued.

RELATIVE TO LOCAL COMMITTEES

continued.

Loculity, &c.

County.

No.

|

6S19

7553

the arrangement he considers best in forming a relief district to include his parish, as the
formation of relief districts and Committees in the county of Tipperary rests altogether
He is also referred to the inclosed copy of the sanctioned Instructions,
with his Lordship.
by which it will be observed, that where parishes are in more than one barony, separate
registries are to be made of applicants requiring employment.
Doon Committee inquire whether they can include that part of Doon
Tipperary
parish situated in county Limerick in their relief district, as was
the case during the past season of distress, &c.
I
Answered by stating, that should the vice-lieutenant of County Limerick assent to the
arrangement, it can be done by his Lordship’s appointing the existing Committee to act
portion
of the parish, with the proper ex-officio members of the barony
Limerick
for the
and in that case it will be necessary to keep a separate registry of the applicants for employment in each county, with a view to their being assigned to the Public Works of

...

I

their respective baronies.
Drumlummon Committee inquire from what fund and at what rale
1
their secretary is to be paid.
Answered by stating that the salary of secretary to a Relief Committee, and all contingent expenses, are to be paid out of any Reliel fund that may be formed, in the manner
pointed out by the printed Instructions, there being no other source whence such expenses

....

Cavan

1

can be drawn.

7585

Fermanagh

7586

Roscommon, Barony

.

.

•

Athlone.

7627

....

Queen’s

Donagh, &c., Committee notify the resignation of their late secretary, and the appointment of another by Vice-lieutenant of county.
Noted.
Killown and Cama Committee inquire how the secretaries of Relief
Committees are to be paid, &e.
Informed that there is not any source whence the salary of
secretary to a Relief Committee can be drawn, except the Relief
fund to be formed in the manner pointed out by the printed Instructions.

Barony of Clondonagh. The acting lieutenant of county furnishes
names of the chairman and present secretary of the Rathdowney
Committee.

7600

Meath

....

Acknowledged and noted.
Athboy Committee furnish an account current

7661

Donegal

....

Archer.
Kilcar and Glencolumbkille Committee.

to the

15th August,

1846.

Acknowledged.

The

papers are forwarded to Lieut.-Colonel

The

Vice-lieutenant of

County Donegal, on forwarding inclosures addressed to him by
the chairman of this Committee, containing strong representations
relative to the Roman Catholic curate of Kilcar having obtruded
himself on the Committee whilst at its sitting, insisting on his
claim to membership, &c., states that in forming the Relief Committees in the county he invariably nominated curates of all denominations on the Relief Committees, provided they officiated in
a separate church, chapel of ease, or Roman Catholic chapel separate from the rector or parish priest in the present case the
curate in question was stated to him as having no separate house
;

of worship.

Informed that the Commissary-General has duly considered

this

case,

and

states in

reply, that as the Roman Catholic curate referred to is not the principal officiating clergyin any part of the district, and has not been nominated to represent his parish priest,

man
he

is

not eligible to be a

member

of the Committee, or to be present at

its

meetings,

unless invited to attend.

7680

7631

7579

7569

Dublin

image

digitised

Rathdown Committee.

Name

of chairman and secretary of
forwarded by lieutenant of county.

this

Committee is
Noted. Books, &c., sent.
Wicklow, Barony Rath- Bray and Powerscourt Committees. Names of chairmen and secredown.
taries of these Committees notified by Vice-lieutenant of counties.
Noted. Books, &c., sent.
Cork
Inniscarra Committee.
Names of members of Committee as sanctioned by lieutenant of county, notified by secretary.
Noted. Books, &c., sent.
Kilkenny
Clough Committee. Acting lieutenant, of county notifies the reassembling of the late Committee, and requests books, &c.

....

7634

Tipperary

7635

Galway

7633

Galway, Barony Dunkellin.

Printed

....

.

.

.

....

Noted. Books, &c., sent.
Cashel Committee. List of members as approved by lieutenant of
county is furnished by chairman. Books, &c., requested.
Noted, and books, &c., sent.
Caltra Committee, as approved by lieutenant of county, is returned,
and the necessary books, &c., requested.
Noted, and books sent.
Dunmore Committee, notified by Vice-lieutenant of county; also,
Killoran, &c., Committee, and necessary books, &c., requested.
Noted. Books, &c., sent.
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continued.

IV.—COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE TO RYE, BERE, BARLEY,
County.

&c.

Locality, &c.

Templecrone and Lettermacward Committee inquire how the calculations for determining the supply of seed rye, &c., which,
may he required in their district are to be computed.
is daily expected to arrive, but is very limited, owing
to the lateness of the season, and that the cost price and arrangements for distribution
will be shortly announced.
Also observing, that as bere may be sown in spring, a larger

Donegal

.

.

.

.

|

Informed that the supply obtained

supply of
Tipperary.

it

will probably be obtained before that season.

...

Cullen and Solohed Committee point out the advantages of allowing them to purchase the seed bere necessary to sow ground, for
which seed cannot otherwise be provided, &c.
Informed that the quantity of seed bere and rye which it has been practicable to
obtain, and is now arriving, being very limited, its distribution cannot be extended to
any other counties than those first named for the purpose, but that as bere may be sown
in spring, a larger supply will probably be obtained before that season.
1

I

Galway

Clonrush and Inniscaltra Committee request that 120 stones of
seed bere may be transmitted without delay to them, to be consigned to Williamstown Harbour, Lough Derg.
Informed that a small supply of bere is now arriving, the cost price of which, with the
arrangements for distribution will be immediately announced to the Relief Committees
that as bere may also be sown in spring, a further supply will probably be obtained
.

.

.

.

1

|

before that season.

Kerry

Killorglin Committee inquire the price of bere, and request an
order on the Cork depdt for any quantity they may want.
Informed that bere and rye seed are now arriving, the cost price of which, with the
arrangements for distribution, will be mmediately announced to the Relief Committees.
Limerick
Pallasgreen Committee state, that they not having been supplied
•
.
.
with bere barley in the proper season for sowing it, they now
think it right to withdraw their application for a supply of that
.

.

.

.

1

|

.

|

grain.
Informed that seed bere is
weather, and that as this corn
arrive before that season.

....

Galway

now arriving which has been delayed by unfavourable
may be sown in spring, a further supply is expected to

Portumna Committee inquire if it is the intention of Government to
forwa d to them the rye and bere required by them.
seed bere and rye are now arriving which had been delayed by unI

I

Informed

that

favourable weather, and the cost price of which, with the arrangements for distribution
immediately announced to the Relief Committees. Also, that as bere may also
in spring, a further supply is expected before that season.
Claremorris Committee inquire the terms of seed bere, and in what

will be

be sown

Mayo

1

I

way

it is

to be obtained.

Informed that here seed is now arriving, the cost price of which, with the arrange°
ments for distribution, will be immediately announced to the Relief Committees.
Leitrim
Dromard, Mohil.
Correspondent inquires on what terms seed
rye, &c., will be supplied, and suggests, that it be given to
tenants on the security of landlords until the crop is reaped.
Informed that the seed rye now arriving will be sold at cost price, but cannot be issued
on credit, and that the price and arrangements for distribution will be announced to the

....

I

I

Relief Committees immediately.

V.— APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS, PAPERS,

&c.

County.

Wexford

...

Glanmore Committee request copies of the chief secretary’s letter.
Informed that copies of the chief secretary’s letter have not been supplied to the
Commissariat Office for dis ribution, as relating to arrangements which are in charge of
the department of Public Works.
The Board of Works.
The Commissary-General requests the Board of Works will
supply him with a list of the principal inspecting officers and
engineers employed by the Board in each county in Ireland,
with their head-quarters respectively ; also, copies of the Board’s
.

|

last circular, relating to reproductive works.
Received.
Lieutenant of couuty is written to requesting to have a list of
the Relief Committees appointed in the County Cork, supplied
to the Commissary-General, containing the name and address
of the chairman and secretary of each Committee, for which the
requisite forms are now forwarded
observing that the list is only
required to include Committees, the sanction of whose appointment may not have been already notified, according to a stale
ment annexed.
Return accordingly received.

The

;

2X2
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continued.

V.— APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS, PAPERS, &c

continued.

Locality, &c.

...

Lieutenant of county having been written to as above.
Answered, by stating, that he cannot furnish the list requested, and suggested, for the
purpose of obtaining a correct list, that an advertisement beinserted in the public papers.
A circular was issued by the Commissary-General to Committees for the postseason
in County Tipperary not already registered for the present season, inquiring whether they
have been reassembled since the 15th August last by the Lieutenant or Vice-Lieutenant
of county; in which case, he requests the name and address of the present chairman,

Tipperary,

I

names of the parishes in the relief district.
Paper forwarded to Colonel Douglas for his information.
Barony of Kilkea and Moone Committee request books, &c.
Informed by circular, that on a notification being made, that the Lieutenant of county
has sanctioned this Committee, the necessary books, & c., will be forwarded.
Ballinakill and Woodford Committees request books, &c.
.
.
.
.
with

....

Kildare

7677

Galway

7676

Donegal

1

!

1

.

,

.

,

|

Sent.

Kilmacrenan Committee request a second
ing employment.

registry for persons seek-

...

Sent.

Louth

|

Drogheda Committee request Forms of Account, these already

sent

having been soiled.

7580
7658

Sent.

....

Dublin

Dalkev, &c.
|

—Committee request books, &c.

Sent.

.....

Aghadown Committee

request books, papers, &c.
Answered by circular, stating, that on notification of the
sanction of Lieutenant of county to the formation of this Committee being made, the papers, &c., requested will be forwarded.
Shrule Committee request copy of the townland census (1844).
Acquainted that copies of the townland census are not supplied to the CommissaryGeneral for distribution, and cannot, it is understood, be now obtained ; copies of the
Census Tables for Parishes and- Baronies may, it is believed, be obtained through
Mr. Thom, S7, Abbey-street, Dublin, who is an agent for the sale of parliamentary

Cork

|

Mayo

1

papers.
Clare

Killaloe Committee request copies of the chief secretary’s letter,
issued on the 5 th of October, 1846.
Informed that copies of Mr. Labouchere’s letter have not been supplied to this office
As it relates to the Drainage Works, &c., the officers of the Public
full instructions on all the arrangements proposed.
Grange, M‘Comb, and Coolerahan Committee. Acting lieutenant
of county forwards his sanction for- this district Committee, and
I

I

for distribution.

Works have
Kilkenny

—

.

requests books, &c.

Noted, and books, &c.,

sent.

Magheraboy Committee request a second

7679

registry for

lists

of

labourers.
Sent.

Carrickmacross Committee request books, &c.

7626

Sent.

VI.- COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE

7568

King’s

....

—

Banagher, &c., Committee. Relief labour tickets requested.
Informed that the work tickets are now issued by the
officers

7577

Londonderry

7548

Kerry

7561

Carlow

.

TO PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.
Locality, &c.

"County.

No.

.

Coleraine Committee state, that the labourers pending completion
of the forms of Board of Public Works have been employed,
and money advanced to pay them. Will the delay of the Board

be recognised ?
Forwarded to the Board of Works, the Commissary-General
not having cognizance of the arrangements for the Relief Works,
of which the parties are accordingly informed.
Bally M‘Elligot Committee urge the necessity of additional Relief

•••

Works.
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local

of Public Works.

....

Forwarded to Board of Works, of which the parlies are informed, stating that arrangements for the Relief Works rest
with that Board.
Myshall Committee state, that the works going forward are inadequate to relieve the people.
Forwarded to Board of Works, and the parties are informed,
observing that arrangements for executing the works presented
under the Relief Acts rest with that Board.
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continued.

VI.— COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE TO PUBLIC RELIEF' WORKS

continued.

Armagh Committee forward a
commencement of

resolution, recommending an early
the Relief Works, for which presentments

have been made.
Informed, that

if the Works have not been as yet opened,
the Committee should communicate with the county inspecting
officer of the Board of Works; and that if he shall not have
received directions for the purpose, it would be then the proper

course to apply directly to the Board of Works.
copies of resolutions respecting
non-payment of wages, for a fortnight previous to their adop°
employed on the Relief Works of the district
of the Works commenced to
employment in the extent required.
Forwarded to Board of Works for their consideration, of
which the parties are informed.

Upperwoods Committee forward

7665

the

tion, to persons

also representing the insufficiency

afford

Newtownbarry.— Correspondent calls for immediate Works.
Forwarded to Board of Works, the Commissary-General not
having any cognizance of the arrangements for providing employment, of which the party is informed.
A local carpenter proposes to supply the Board of
at the prices fixed by that Board.
Informed that his letter, sent by mistake to the CommissaryGeneral, is forwarded to the Board of Works.
Castlecomer Committee request forms of labour lists ; and state,
that they only await the requisition of the Board of Works to
supply their list of applicants for employment.
Informed that their letter is forwarded to the Board of
Works, and that the lists of applicants are to be prepared on
forms which the Board’s local officers will provide. Forwarded
accordingly to the Board of Works.
Ballyroan Committee represent the great want of employment
Abbeyleix.

—

Works with wheelbarrows

Kilkenny

.

Queen’s; Barony Callenagh.

amongst

the distressed population in their divison of the barony
of Cullenagh.
Informed that should any presented works not have been
commenced, which are necessary for employing the distressed
population in the district mentioned, it would be desirable to

communicate

Galway

;

in the first instance with the local officers of the

Board of Works, and afterwards, if necessary, with that Board.
Creggs Committee. Chairman (Sir Joseph Burke) represents the
people as in a most awful state of destitution, arising from want
of employment, and refers to various presented works delayed,
which creates clamour among the people ; and states, that the
mere appearance of Government surveyors, &c., would ease their
minds, and induce their patience a few days longer, &c.

—

Barony Bal-

lymoe.

AY ith respect to the Public Works necessary for affording employment in the Committee’s division of the barony of Ballymoe, it is suggested by the Commissary-General
that the principal officer of the Board of Works in the county of Galway should be
applied to, as he can name the works which are to be executed, and fix the time for

commencing them.

—

An extract from a letter written by a clergyman of this island addressed to one of the officers of the Board
of Works, is forwarded from their office to the CommissaryGeneral, representing the people as being in great distress, and
as requiring a depot, for which part of the school-house may be
given up for a store.
Letter written, inquiring whether any presentment has been forwarded for Relief
Works in Innismurry; also, whether the island is included in the district of any Relief
Committee, and stating that it is desirable to ascertain to whom the island belongs;
also, whether any assistance has been received by correspondent in his exertions to have
the population provided with supplies of food.
Innismurry Island.

|

I

Banaglier, &c., Committee request a supply of labour tickets, also

of stationery.
Informed that the work tickets are now issued by the local
officers of Public Works, and that stationery is to be provided
by the Committees out of the Relief Funds formedin the manner
pointed out by the Instructions.
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Return of Correspondence,

See.

—

continued.

VII.—MISCELLANEOUS.
No.

County.

I

6903

Wexford.

7556

Kerry, Listowel

6621

6821

.

Locality, &c.

I

«

.

.

.

Shelburne Committee inquire if a balance of about 500J. remaining
in the hands of the treasurer of the late Committee can be applied
in purchasing food for the destitute ; also, what power the Committee have over it.
Deposit, as the papers (copies of Treasury Minute of 31st of
August last, and the printed Instructions for the guidance of
Committees) transmitted on the 29th ult. contain the information desired (D 6651).
Tarbert.
Memorial of a distressed widow, suddenly bereaved of
her husband (a labourer on the Relief Public Works), is forwarded by her parish clergyman, praying for herself and children relief from the fund at the disposal of the Commissary-

—

General.
The clergyman alluded to is informed, that there is not any fund in charge of the
Commissary-General for relief of widows or other persons in distress, and that the
applications should be made to the guardians of the poor of Listowel Union, within
which this poor woman appears to reside.
Borrisokane. Thomas George Stoney, Esq., a local justice of the
Tipperary
.
.
.
peace, solicits a favourable consideration of his nephew’s appli-

—

cation for permanent employment in the Commissariat service,
he having been employed as an assistant clerk in the Commissariat depOt at Sligo.
Answered by stating, that no permanent Commissariat appointments will be made for
the measures of Irish relief now in progress, and that all the clerks engaged had previously gone through the probationary course of the establishment fur the general
service, or are merely employed temporarily, subject to discharge whenever their assistance becomes unnecessary.
Skibbereen Committee forward a copy of a resolution adopted by
Cork
them, to have means devised by Government for relieving widows
and orphans in the district, as the workhouse of the Union is
full.

6667

Cork

.....

Answered by stating, that on the contingency referred to, any
Relief Fund formed by theCommiitee in the manner pointed out
by the printed Instructions, becomes available for the support
of the infirm poor.
Ballintemple.
Application is made for an employment in the
Commissariat establishment by a person who has been in the
excise department for 18 years, since he was at Lisbon.

—

Answered by
for this country

7282

6738

Limerick

....

services

may

—

be

stating, that the temporary

arrangements made
do not present any opening through which his

made

available.

Limerick city. Correspondent directs attention to the prevailing
want of mill power, &c., and suggests that the people be supplied with, aad taught the use of, hand mills, through Relief
Committees, &c.
Acquainted that some time since the Commissary-General ordered models of iron
mills to be provided, and subsequently gave directions to have models of stone mills
prepared, five different kinds of which are now arriving, and to which the attention of
all Relief Committees will be drawn if they are found likely to answer the end proposed.
Limerick
City.
Correspondent complains of the scarcity of flour and meal,
and urges the use of hand mills to be supplied to Commit-

....

—

tees, dc.

7690

7629
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Answered as above (7282).
The Poor Law Commissioners forward an extract
from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the
Clifden Union, relating to an application made by Mr. Parker
for accommodation for troops, and storage for corn in the workhouse ; and they state that, they have declined to give their consent to the appropriation of the workhouse in the manner proposed by the guardians.
The Poor Law Commissioners are informed that the accommodation was applied for
only in consequence of the guardians having failed as yet to make use of the workhouse
in affording relief to the poor of their district
; and that while there is a hope of enforcing
an execution of their duty in this respect, any other occupation of the building, however
conducive to public advantage, is not to be desired.
Copies of this correspondence are forwarded to Mr. Parker.
Dublin City
The Poor Law Commissioners inquire .whether any, and what, Relief districts have been organized for the city of Dublin, or in
the North and South Dublin Unions; also state, that it appears
from the last returns that the workhouses which were originally
intended for 2000 inmates are now full.
Informed that Relief Committees are to be constituted, by direction of Government,
only in counties of cities, or in baronies where Presentment Sessions are required to be

Galway

....

Clifden Union.

—

...
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continued.

VII.— MISCELLANEOUS— continued.
County.

No.

Locality, &c.

held under the Relief Works Act, by which statute the city of Dublin is expressly exCommittee will not be formed for it and that in neither of the
North Dublin Union extends has a Committee been yet rendered necessary by the holding of Presentment Sessions ; but that in the South Union
there are Committees for the barony of Uppercross, one at Tallaght, of which Mr. John
Leutaigne, J.P., is chairman, and one for Rathinines, &c., of which Sir Robert Shaw is
cepted, so that a Relief
baronies into which the

;

chairman.

Enclosure.

Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. Moore.

Commissariat Relief Office,
Dublin Castle} November 25, 1846.
to your letter of the 20th instant, with copies of correspondence between
Commissioners and the Board of Guardians of Scariff Union, relating to the
scarcity of oatmeal in that district, and the inability of the guardians to purchase any if a
supply were within their reach, I am directed to state, for the information of the Poor Law
Commissioners, that the food in charge of the Commissariat cannot, under any circumstances,
be sold to Boards of Guardians or their contractors ; and that the scarcity of oatmeal, now
felt in Scariff Union, may be ascribed mainly to the same cause as the exhaustion of the
guardians’ funds, namely, the suspension of the collection of rates as well as rents, which has
enabled the farmers to withhold large supplies of corn from public use, thereby creating
much of the distress suffered by the labouring population from the high price of food.

Referring

the

Law

Poor

Mr. Stanley

to the

Earl of Rosse.
Commissariat Relief

Dublin

Castle,

Office,

November 24, 1846.

Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh has considered the proposal in your
Lordship’s letter of the 1 8th instant, to provide cooked food instead of meal, with the Relief
Fund, and to sell the food at less than the cost, or distribute it gratuitously, as may be
necessary.

Although this arrangement may not apparently interfere with traders, it would discourage
them, by providing subsistence on terms which must preclude their intervention; and it would
cause an expenditure of the Relief Fund, without any return in labour for useful objects.
The
Commissary- General could not, therefore, recommend a donation to be made in aid of subbe so applied.
considers the proposal to provide cooked food one which prevents the advantage of pro-

scriptions to

He

moting habits of domestic economy in the preparation of diet, by which subsistence may be
but if it is introduced with gratuitous distributions of soup, &c., he apprehends
;
that the occupiers of small divisions of land, and other classes of the labouring population,
would reject it as pauper relief, suited only to persons living by mendicancy.
requests the Committee will consider whether an arrangement may not be made to sell

made cheaper

He

the food at prices snfficient to replace the Relief Fund
and, also, whether the ingredients mav
;
not be provided for sale, supplying the buyers with printed instructions for their preparation,
and employing persons trained for the purpose, to instruct such persons as could not be guided
by the printed directions.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Miscellaneous Communications
Ireland, to Commissary-General

referred

Sir

by T. N. Redington, Esq., Under Secretary for
J. Routh, from 23rd to 25th of November,

Randolph

1846, both days inclusive ; also, the answer given to each Application.
No.

County.

Locality, &c.

j

D 8451

Armagh
[
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Ballybot Committee forward a resolution conveying queries of the
Committee for replies, viz., if any relaxation of the rule contained in the Treasury Minute, as to the sale of meal by Committees at prices as nearly as possible to market prices of neighbourhood, can be sanctioned ? Also if subscriptions were to be
raised by the Committee and increased by the Government do-
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Miscellaneous Communications referred by T. Redington, Esq., &c.

continued.

Locality, &c.

would they be authorised to use this fund in providing
food to be sold by them under market prices, or in cases of
extreme distress to be distributed by them gratuitously.
Informed that the Commissary-General cannot recommend a donation to be made
in aid of subscriptions for providing food, unless it shall be sold at the current prices;
but that if the Union workhouse be full, the infirm poor may receive gratuitous
relief, on proof of actual incapability to perform any kind of work.
Downpatrick Committee inquire what amount of grant will be
given by Government in aid of their Relief Fund ? state that
not having sought a grant on their subscriptions in the past
season of distress, they should be now entitled to a larger amount
than other Committees, &c.
A copy of the Instructions to Relief Committees for their guidance is forwarded, and
they are at the same time requested to have a return of the appointment of the Downpatrick Committee furnished to the Commissary-General by the lieutenant of county,
after which they are informed, on transmitting a list of the subscriptions collected
since the 31st of August last, a grant in aid will be recommended.
Galway . . . . Clifden Committee forward copy of resolution, to which they call
immediate attention, viz., that the state of the country is alarming
owing to scarcity of food ; that they were led to believe that an
extensive depot would have been opened at Clifden
that the
issue of a few stones of bad biscuit twice a-week only tantalizes
nations,

|

|

;

the people, &c.

Read ; and as every arrangement is in progress, including the
preparation of a barrack for the troops, which cannot be unknown to the Committee, no answer appears requisite. The
letter is returned to the under secretary.
Mayo. .
Ballina.
County coroner calls attention to three melancholy cases
of death by starvatfon, and to the extreme destitution of the
locality, and states that a few tons of food in charge of a Commissariat officer, if given out, would afFord some relief.
Paper returned to the under secretary, noting on it, that very large supplies are now
being received by private individuals at Ballina, and that the town is full of supplies
which are disposable ; that neither at Ballina nor at Sligo is there any present demand
on the Commissariat ; and the department is employed in grinding and preparing for
the depots in Donegal.
Mayo
Shrule District.
Correspondent notifies his resignation as chairman

...

—

|

—

of District Relief Committee, which he has communicated
lieutenant of county, who has nominated another.

to

Noted.

—

Correspondent forwards a drawing of a hand mill, with a
written description of its use, power, &c.
Deposit.
Models of various kinds of hand mills have been
already ordered.

City.

Castletown,

—

Berehaven. Inspecting lieutenant of coast guards
states to Inspector-General, that he fully concurs with the local
Relief Committee as to the necessity ef establishing a depot of
provisions at Berehaven, and states, that if employment is not
afforded as means of relief to numerous starving families, he is
apprehensive as to the consequences.
Deposit. Arrangements for this district are in progress.

Commissariat Relief Office,
Dublin Castle, December 7th, 1846.

Deputy Commissary-General Dobree

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Sligo,

December

8,

1846.

Since I had the pleasure of addressing you last, the importations of
Indian corn, wheat, and flour, &c., into Sligo, by the trade, have been considerable, and quite sufficient to justify the expectations I had expressed last month
of not being called upon soon to re-open my depot for this part of the district.
At Ballina, also at Kilala, and County Mayo, the importations, together with the
home produce which there is being brought more freely into the market foxconsumption, have been adequate to the demand, and we have not been called
upon for the last six weeks to make any issues in that locality. In the County
Donegal there has been a carrying trade established from Derry, which 1 have
encouraged as much as possible, by avoiding to interfere with it, but it will in
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all probability fall off, owing partly to the difficulty of the roads
at this
season ol the year, and I expect that a very brisk demand will be made
shortly
on our northern depots ; on the whole, I think that the measures I have adopted

since my arrival in this district, to diminish the very great pressure
on our then
scanty resources, and to help the trade into its present very desirable
position
of activity and confidence, have been successful, and must be satisfactory
to the
Government. By the end of the week I shall have a depot formed at
Dunfanaghy, in the north ol Donegal ; at Burtonport and Gweedore Bay
on the
west, and at Killibegs on the south, with arrangements complete for
replenishing

them as their wants shall require, and as our consignments shall arrive.
I am sorry to state that the “ Andromeda ” has got aground in Valentia
Harbour, and that her rudder has been sent round to Cork for repairs we
as
;
yet experience no inconvenience from her detention, but I shall be very anxious
to have her at her destination.

The “Foxhound” has just arrived with a cargo of Egyptian wheat it has
been attacked by the weavil, lias barley mixed up with it, and is not
without
some dust and dirt; but on the whole it is considered a fair specimen of its land,
and will do for grinding into whole meal after some purifying process.
;

I regret repeating that the

Public Works continue to be the principal source
from whence the poor seek to maintain themselves ; the agricultural labours of
the season are almost quite neglected, the land is left choked up with weeds
to
take care of itself, and there is not a movement of any kind on
the part of the
landlords to commence reproductive works.
The poor-houses and hospitals are
full, where rates can be levied to maintain the inmates, which
is not the case at
Castlebar, and there is much sickness abroad. The individual distress
around us
is disheartening, and I always apprehend that there will
soon be plenty without
the means of purchasing it.
As far as the Commissariat arrangements are concerned, I can assure youthat
we are prepared with the means at our disposal for any emergency it will be in
our power to reach. The price of Indian meal has risen this week
in the
market from 16/. to 1 71. per ton, owing to the advices from Liverpool.
I might observe, that amongst the importations by the trade,
are many lots of
very inferior quality, or in a damaged condition.

Assistant Commissary-General Millikin to Sir R.
Routh.

From
men

at

the time I

work on

left

their land.

Galway, December 8, 1846.
until I reached Clifden, I only saw two
Outerard, there were about 300 men who were

Galway

At

employed on the roads, waiting to be paid; I inquired the
description of
persons that were so employed, and was told they were
nearly all farmers, or the
sons of farmers, and that none of them
would work on their land whilst they
could get other employment.
I have represented this to the Inspecting
Officer
of the Board of Works.
Very little seed has been sown, and scarcely any of
the ground been prepared for spring
crops.
met a considerable number of
carts loaded with meal and other
supplies, and there did not appear that extreme
want and destitution that I expected. The fisheries
at Roundstone and Clifden
have not yet commenced, as not a herring
has made its appearance on the coast
they seldom appear before January. The
depots for the fisheries will have a most
beneficial effect
they are a very different class of men that follow that business

We

:

to any of the farmers or
labourers ; they keep themselves quite distinct, and are
governed by laws and customs peculiar to
themselves, and are a very superior
race to any of the other lower
classes; they complain greatly of the impositions
they are subjected to in the
purchase of lines, &c.
As none of the Relief Committees were to meet in that
quarter until the end
°i this and beginning
0 f next week, I shall have again to visit Clifden,
&c.
and will report more fully on the subjects
you requested.

2
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Circular

to the

Secretary of each Relief Committee.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

December

Sir,

8,

Dublin Castle

1846.

Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh has received directions
from Government to impress on each Relief Committee the importance of
closely investigating the grounds on which employment on the Public Works
shall he sought by each applicant.
Any want of attention to this essential preliminary duty necessarily leads to
the admission of persons to the Public Works who do not require relief, or do
require

it

less

To admit

than other applicants,

all applicants

not necessary, as

A scrutiny

is,

many

whom

they exclude.

would be productive of ruinous consequences, and

persons

who

apply are

known

is

to have other resources.

therefore, indispensable to keep down the amount of local taxawill occasion ; as well as to distribute the employment

tion which the works

among

the really necessitous classes.
Applicants who have not any land should not be admitted on the registry for
employment, until it is clearly ascertained that they cannot get work in their
usual pursuits ; that they have been for some time unemployed ; and have no
other present source of maintenance.
Applicants who have land should not be registered, unless the Committee shall
be satisfied that every person admitted is actually destitute of means of subsistence, and cannot obtain them otherwise than by employment on the Public

Works.

The extent of land held by each applicant should be carefully ascertained;
and, although there are cases in which holders of a larger quantity than has been
ordinarily held for potato crop may be rendered destitute by some combination
of unfortunate circumstances, still it is considered that the occupation of more
land than may have been used for producing the yearly supply of potatoes must
be held by the Committee as disqualifying the applicants from employment
without satisfactory evidence of destitution, as well as proof of inability to procure subsistence unless employed on the Public Works.
Each Committee should apply to the Board of Guardians of the Union for
permission to extract from the rate-book, or to receive from the clerk of the
Union {on making compensation out of the Relief Fund) a list of the occupiers of

land in each townland within the Relief District from which applications for
employment -shall be made.
It is considered that any person whose land may be valued on the rate-books
at 61. or upwards, is likely to possess means of providing for the maintenance of
and the application of every
his family without resorting to the Relief Works
such person should therefore be rejected at once, unless the most undoubted
evidence of destitution shall be presented.
In fixing on “ 61. or upwards” as an amount of value requiring rejection of the
should
be regarded as entitling
amounts
applicant, it is not intended that lower
the occupiers of such lesser holdings to admission, without questioning the
In every case, the most rigid scrutiny is necesnecessity for relief in such case.
sary for public protection, and the. Committee cannot shrink from the duty of
;

making

it.

The evidence of destitution which the Committee should require is not
intended to be ordinary viva voce testimony, but searching local investigation,
made in Committee, as well as in the townlands.
I have, &c.,

W.

Mr. Trevelyan

We

consider the

Officers are charged,

is

Stanley, Secretary.

to Sir R. Routii.

December 8, 1846.
most important duty with which our Inspecting
upon local Committees, or a selected

their insisting

number of the members of them, going through, in the presence of the Inspecting Officers, the lists of persons recommended for employment on the Relief
Works name by name, in the way in which it was done lay Captain Wynne in
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the county of Clare, when 3000 were struck off, and discussing the grounds for
It is only in this way that abuses can be
or against their being retained.
brought out, and responsibility fixed.

Deputy Commissary-General Knowles

to Mr.

Trevelyan.

Barbadoes, December

8,

1846.

I have the pleasure to reply to your letter of the 26th October on the
subject of the yam as an article of export to Great Britain, in the present state of
general scarcity in that part of the world.
In returning to you the questions and answers enclosed to me in your letter, I beg
leave to submit to you a copy of the same questions, and which have been replied
to by one ol our first-rate practical West India planters.
It will be observed
there is very considerable difference in some of the answers as compared with
those you sent to me ; but I have reason to believe the replies I now forward to
you may be relied on.
The freight at present charged on sugar is 4/. per ton. Freight for yams

might be obtained at a less rate
would pay a ship nearly as well as

if

shipped in bulk, say

21.

10s. to 31.,

which

41. on sugar.
price of the vegetable may be estimated at about 6s. 3d. per 1 12 lbs.
have no doubt that yams may be imported into Great Britain from the West
91. 5s. per ton, all expenses included, provided time was allowed
for contracting for the article and for its cultivation.
Cuba, St. Domingo, and, perhaps, Porto Rico, seem to me to offer a better field
for the exportation of yams into Great Britain than the West India Isands.
Barbadoes falls lamentably short in the supply of its inhabitants with the most
simple articles of food.
The cultivation of the yam, the sweet potato, &c., is
altogether secondary to the cultivation of the cane and the imports into this
island of Indian corn, corn-meal, and the several articles designated by the
Americans “ bread stuff's ” are very considerable.
St. Vincent and other islands of the West Indies would be put into requisition
were the Government to hold out a contract for the supply of yams but I am of
opinion, although the yam may be landed in Great Britain at about Id. per lb.,
it would be found too costly.
The object in view is, of course, a cheap and
nutritious article of food.
The price at which the yam may be landed in Great
Britain may not be objected to, but I much question whether the vegetable, if
assimilated in quantity to the Indian corn meal, would be found sufficiently solid

The
I

Indies at about

;

;

and nutritious.
In the days of slavery, 3 lbs. of yam with a small allowance of salted fish, or
salted meat, were allowed to each labourer
to this the poor creatures contrived to
;
make some little addition from their own scanty means, and yet it is well known
that, generally speaking, the blacks were ill conditioned.

For a hard-working man, an Irishman or an Englishman, 5 lbs. of this light
vegetable are, I think, the very least that would satisfy them, and maintain their
health and strength.
The more patient Scotchman would, perhaps, do with
something

less.

I am afraid you will not consider this Report very satisfactory, nevertheless I
have endeavoured to afford you the best information, and upon a subject involving
so many serious considerations
above all, to guard against submitting anything
;
that might possibly mislead you.

Enclosure.
Questions.
th

^

S

Answers.

^ ie usua ^ m °d e adopted

for planting

?

Almost similar to the mode pursued in planting potatoes in Europe; plants weighing about
lb. are placed about 4 feet apart.

£
The nature of the soil required, and the
period of the year at which
the yam should be put
into the ground?

The

process of preparing the

and how long

it

yam

should be boiled ?

for table,

A

light

rich soil

spring, say April or

To
mode

boil or roast;

here, but the

labouring
hour.

class.

;

the

yam

the latter

2
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The

period

perfection,

ground

it

requires to bring the

and when

it

may

yam

Nine

to

What quantity of yams would be considere
equal to a bushel of Indian corn, unground?

120

For what period would tire yam be considered to retain its quality and be good wholesome food in a cold climate ?

lb. to

months.

130

lb.

The yam, like the potato, keeps good until
spring time; about nine months here.

At what rate per ton could yams be imported
into

to ten

be taken from the

?

81. or 10Z. sterling.

England, including freight?

What do you think of the yam as an article
of export to Great Britain, in the present state
of general scarcity in that part of the world ?

The cost of the yam is so much greater than
it is doubtful whether
can ever be available as food for the labouring classes at home ; and should it be found
necessary to ship in barrels (which is very prothat of the potato, that

it

bable), the cost

Sir R. Rou'fH to

would be greatly increased.

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

December

9,

1846.

The account current of the Cashel Committee of last year shows a most
improper application of their funds.
We were aware of it in part, and it gave rise to the 22nd Article of the
Instructions to Committees.
Do you think I might venture over to London, and take my Christmas dinner
It would take me about five or six days, and I should arrange
at home.
accordingly.
I think Colonel Douglas’s letters show the difficulty of continuing the
present system of Public Works, or of finding work to employ the people. The
item now is 310,000 persons employed, and nine-tenths for unproductive work.
It would not cost half the money to feed the same numbers gratuitously.
No doubt you think often and seriously of this question; but could not productive labour be better secured by lending proprietors money to improve their
own estates. I know that this is open to many objections, but is there not
it may be susceptible.
a very important question, for I suspect the business of Public Works
any day be suddenly brought to a stand.
Colonel Jones proposes to abolish the tickets, giving lists to the overseers in
Perhaps this is better ; it is more simple, but it will not alter the present
duty of Committee^.

some modification of which
It is

may
lieu.

Commissary- General Hewetson to Mr. Trevelyan.
Limerick, December

9, 1846.

I merely send the enclosure to show you that both navy and army are
doing their best in carrying out the views of Her Majesty’s Government in affording safe conveyances and protection in the transport of supplies for relief purposes ; indeed, every available vessel on the station is employed, and the troops
Colonel Mansel, the Assistant Adjutant- General in
constantly giving escorts.
this district, and three weeks in the chief command, furnishes me these
reports, and I am in daily communication with him on one point or another
connected with this service. Two more arrivals of Indian corn in the Shannon
Indian meal, 17/. per ton ; demand rapidly increasing.
for the trade.
The people in the neighbourhood adjacent to the town of Cahirciveen
are turbulent about task-work ; from 200 to 300 came into this town two
days ago, and told my storekeeper if the meal was not shortly given out they
would take it. I have applied for a small military guard, that is, a detachment to
be sent there for our protection, the constabulary only mustering eight men.
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Enclosure.

Major G. Egerton

to the

Military Secretary, Royal

Hospital, Dublin.

Tralee, December 6, 1846.

the honour to report, with reference to my letter of the 3rd instant, that the
party of the 77th dep6t, which proceeded on that day to escort Indian meal from the Bay of
Castlemain to the private depdt at Milltown, returned to its quarters at Tralee this day. The
whole quantity disembarked from her Majesty’s steamer “ Blazer,” amounting to 53 tons,
having been securely landed and lodged in the stores.
The evening of the 3rd was wholly consumed in landing the meal, under protection of the
military, from the open boats into which it had to be transhipped from the steamer, which
could not herself approach within three miles of the shore.
It was temporarily stored on the coast for the night by eight, p.m. when the military retired
to their billets at Milltown, which they reached at a quarter past nine, leaving the constabulary in
charge of the harbour.
The morning of the 4th proved very rainy, and as the meal, being in sacks, could not bear
transporting in such weather, nothing could be done until noon, when the escort again proceeded
to the landing-place at Calinaforsey, distant three miles, and brought 20 tons into Milltown
before dark.
Yesterday the^emaining 33 tons were also removed into Milltown.
Had the district afforded a sufficiency of carts, the whole might have been removed together,
but although every exertion was used to obtain them, only 23 were procurable.
I

have

No resistance whatever was offered to the convoy, nor any attempt made to pilfer the meal.
All the orders relative to the employment of troops were strictly complied with.
One or more
magistrates were present throughout.
I was on the spot on the 4th, and concerted with the resident magistrates the necessary
arrangements.
Considering the requisition for military aid, as transmitted with my letter of the 3rd, not
sufficiently explicit in detail, I obtained from the magistrates who signed the document an
amended one, which I take leave herewith to enclose, as a substitute for the one originally
made.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Commissary-General Hewetson.

December

12, 1846.

have had the pleasure of receiving your letters dated the 6th and 9th
the last enclosing a copy of Major Egerton’s report from Tralee.
I entertain no doubt that, you will act in the full spirit of the intentions of the
Government, both as regards the protection of private traders and the confining
the issues from our depots to the cases in which it is really impossible for the
local Committees to obtain supplies from any other quarter.
You are mistaken in supposing that I do not wish to hear direct from you all
that occurs worthy of notice in your quarter, in addition to what I get from
Sir R. Routh.
He has not time to give me detailed information in the way I
wish to have it, fresh from the spot.
I

instant,

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

December

The monster

9,

1S46.

with which we have to contend is the great and
upon the Relief Works, which, if it be not kept
under proper control, will complete the demoralisation of the country, and
end in a state of famine and disorganisation of society more dreadful than
any we could, under other circumstances, have reason to apprehend.
You must, without delay, issue instructions to all your inspecting officers, not
to leave any Committee with which they come into communication, until they
evil

increasing press of the people
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have themselves revised the list 'of labourers furnished by that Committee for
the Relief Works in doing which they should be assisted by as large a number
as possible of the members of the Committee, and should call for such further
information or advice from the neighbouring stipendiary magistrates, or constabulary, or any other independent sources, as they may consider necessary to
enable them to arrive at the truth. One great point is to secure a full and open
discussion of each case, for all are not likely to be interested in the same job,
and from the conflict of opinion the truth will come out. The principal officer of
the constabulary for the district ought, if possible, to be in attendance when the lists
are being revised, in order that he may give or obtain any information that may
be required by the inspecting officer and I would suggest that you should com‘Gregor, and request him to issue such
municate on this subject with Colonel
an order as will secure to our inspecting officers the best assistance of the officers
;

;

M

Our inspecting officers ought, of course, to act in concert
of the constabulary.
with the inspectors and other officers of the Board of Works, and they should,
if possible, be sitting together when the lists are revised.
You justly observe, in your letter to Captain Stop ford, that although no
person who was rated for the Poor Law at more than 6/., is to be admitted to
the Relief Works, it is by no means intended that all who are rated for less than
61. are to be admitted.
Those who are rated at less tUm 6/. are so far eligible,
but in order to prove that they are proper objects of relief, it must be shown
that they are destitute, and have no other resource.
The inspecting officer should
make it his first object to obtain a copy of the Poor Law rating for the Union,
and keeping this before him, he should strike off at once those persons included
in the relief lists, who are rated at more than 6/., and should call for evidence
of the destitution of the remainder, which evidence he should sift and test from
independent sources, to any extent that may be necessary to satisfy himself of
»

truth.

its

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
Treasury,

December

10,

1846.

Overleaf you will find the information I requested Sir E. Coffin
to furnish on the subject of bear or bigg, which appears to be a distinct species
of barley, suited to northern latitudes.
I shall be obliged to you to communicate this extract from Sir E. Coffin’s
|p’

letter,

same

and the extract from Mr. James Adam Gordon’s letter to me on the
which accompanied mine to you of the 2nd inst., to the Royal

subject,

Agricultural Society of Ireland.

Enclosure.
Sir E.

Coffin

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Tobermory, December

6, 1846.

received your letters of the ‘28th and 30th ult., and find that my enquiries on
own previous understanding, which is that bear is not, as
the subject of the former confirm
you suppose, “ merely an inferior sort of barley which has become adapted to a poor soil and
a severe climate,” but is at least a permanent variety, if not a distinct species, very clearly
I

have

my

its external character, the rows of grain in the ear being otherwise disposed than
common barley. As a crop, it is undoubtedly of less value than common barley, its
deficiency of saccharine matter rendering it less fit for malting ; besides which, it yields, weight
for weight, a smaller quantity of meal, but the meal is nevertheless considered to be equally
wholesome and nutritious as an article of food, and in an unfavourable soil and climate, the

marked by
in

Whether it possesses this last advantage in an
is more prolific than common barley.
equal proportion under more favourable conditions, I am unable to ascertain ; but as the hardiness of the plant seems to be its chief recommendation, I do not imagine that any benefit can
arise from introducing it where common barley is a thriving production.

plant
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Routh.
December

10, 1846.

It occurs to me, on second thoughts, that however desirable it
might he
that you should have an opportunity of personally conferring with the
officers
at present employed under the Board of Works, who are for the future
to be
employed under you as Inspectors, it might not be safe for some of them to
leave their districts.
Captain Wynne’s undaunted spirit, for instance, alone
seems to stand between the people of Clare and complete anarchy.
I have no doubt that you and Colonel Jones will have taken whatever is the
most prudent resolution on this head.
It also occurs to me that the duty on which these officers are to be employed
is so arduous that it would be advisable that they should, in some cases,
have a
second officer to consult with, and relieve them from a portion of the duties.

The second officer, for instance, may undertake the examination of the
accounts of the Committees, which is a business by itself.
With reference to my remarks of yesterday about arms, you will remember
who can afford to buy a gun or a pistol is not, according to our
employment on the Relief Works; and before he can become
eligible, he must sell his weapon, and convert it into food.
that a person

rules, eligible for

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle , Dublin ,

I

have seen Colonel

Jones, and

December

10, 1846.

we meet to-morrow, and

will talk over
the proposal of your note.
Mr. O ‘Connell presses me to sell him the depot at Cahirciveen at a very
“ very cheap
rate for his poor people, which would be no sacrifice to the
“ Government worthy of consideration.”
His poor people, however, have threatened to attack the depot, and ransack

and crowded round

it,

it

in

immense masses.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

December 11, 1846.
It is extremely painful to me to give an opinion adverse
to your having
the gratification of taking your Christmas dinner
at home, but the state of
aiiairs ni Ireland is so serious, and is becoming
every day so much more critical,
that I think you could not be absent from your
post, even for five or six days,
with saiety. You have neither colleague nor deputy to take
your place; and
even supposing no event of consequence to happen
during your absence, still,
many persons would call, and many letters would arrive requiring
an answer,
and any delay that might occur would be made the
most of in the present
excited state of feeling.
You would also be likely to be embarrassed by the
accumulation of business at your return.
I hope to be able to send you, to-morrow or
next day, two Treasury Minutes,
explaining the terms on which money will be lent to
proprietors for the
improvement of their estates.
It is not intended, at present, to give any assistance
to the fisheries, except at
the three stations at which curing establishments
are now being formed.

We must

first

try the experiment

on a manageable scale, and see the result.
occurs in Colonel Douglas’s Report, dated Thurles,
’

1 lie following passage

December the 5th
.“
l(
((
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“ and these are many, that they cannot give because they get no rents, it may be
“ with justice replied, ‘ then you visit the sins of those who cannot pay you, on
“ ‘ those who owe you nothing.’ But it will not do for me to tell them this,
it
“ would not be in tune with the last paragraph of my instructions.”
Colonel Douglas also mentioned in some of his Reports, that some resident
proprietors, who ought to have subscribed to the funds of certain Local Committees, but had not done so, and he does not state that he had made any
representation to them on the subject.
One of our earliest instructions was, that, a list of landlords “ who do not
contribute” should be furnished, and we have invariably required that the
owners of property in a Relief District, whether resident or non-resident, who
do not come forward in proportion to their stake in the district, should be
communicated with by our officers, wherever they may be, and the whole of
the correspondence should be transmitted to this office.
If this course of proceeding was necessary before, it has become so now in
a tenfold degree. The delusion of depending entirely on the Government to
save the country in this extraordinary crisis of its affairs, instead of depending
upon the hearty and united exertions of every man, woman, and child in it,
according to their respective opportunities and capacities, has at last begun to
appear in its true light, even to those who have hitherto been most blinded by
it, and it behoves the Government and its officers to redouble their exertions to
induce persons belonging to every class in society, and especially those who have
most in their power, owing to the extent of their means and the influence of
their example, to make the efforts and the sacrifices which the magnitude and
gravity of the occasion require.
The concluding paragraph of our Instructions to our Inspecting Officers, to
which Colonel Douglas alludes, inculcates moderation and courtesy of demeanour and maimer towards persons of every rank, whatever may be the
nature of the communication which our officers may have to make to them
but so far from precluding them from addressing themselves to high or low, on any
pomt which might occur in the course of the execution of their duties, the course
prescribed was intended to give effect to all they might have to say, by showing
that it was accompanied with a feeling of kindness towards the parties addressed.
As the motive of our proceedings is an anxious desire for the safety and welfare
of all concerned, we ought not to belie ourselves, and injure the effect of what
we say by unnecessary harshness of manner. This was all that was meant by
the concluding paragraph of the Instructions.
The highest possible importance is attached here to placing our central system of inspection on the most efficient footing practicable. All the ablest officers
acting under you and the Board of Works (excepting only those who have some
peculiar qualification for some other duty, which would render it unadvisable
to remove them from their present situations) should be selected for this most
important function, and they should each have a second officer attached to them,
and under their orders ; and they should all remember, that although they will
report through you to the Treasury, they will have to co-operate with, and support
the proceedings of the officers of the Board of Works, quite as much as any
other part of our general operations. They will be the inspecting officers for
the whole system, to whatever authorities the executive details of different parts
of that system may be intrusted.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

December

am

11, 1846.

desired to request that you will instruct the proper inspecting
and report upon the state of destitution represented in the
accompanying extract from the police reports, to prevail in the village of
Duleek, in the county of Meath, and upon the measures which have been
adopted by the Marchioness of Thomond and the other proprietors in the
neighbourhood, to furnish relief.
If severe distress should now exist in the neighbourhood, or may with reason
I

officer to inquire into
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bo expected soon to prevail, representations should be made to the
landlords
and formers of the urgent importance of their employing the able-bodied
labourers in the cultivation and improvement of the land, and
of their uniting
for the formation of a Relief Committee, according to the
rules which have
been prescribed for that purpose.
Extract.

“ Meath.— -Mr. Despard, stipendiary
magistrate, represents
“tution in which the poor of several districts in this county
of the most melancholy character, suffering not alone from
“ want of fuel and clothing.
In one village (Duleek), out of

the state ofdestiare at present as

want of food but
54 families, com232 individuals, only 8 men were employed, whose aggregate
earning
‘‘was only 306'. per week; and there were 230 individuals on that morning,
who
‘had only one meal in 24 hours. The resignation and fortitude
of the people
is truly admirable
but he fears that unless some measures are taken, through
“the interference of Government, to lessen the prices of food,
and provide
“ employment, an outbreak must occur,
the consequences of which are too
“ awful to contemplate, the peasantry
being armed to a man.”
prising

‘

;

Capt.

Kennedy

to Lieut.-Col. Jones.

Meath Kells, December 18, 1846.
J A TE tile honour to enclose a copy
of a letter from Mr. Trevelyan, together
.
1
Abstract
from Constabulary Reports,'' relative to the alleged
destitution
"
S
prevailing at Duleek, county Meath.
I have made entries on the spot, and find the
representation of Mr. Despard as
’
^
detailed in the abstract, by no means
overcharged.
I cannot learn that the Marchioness of Thomond
has adopted
measures to
alleviate this destitution.
There is a Relief Committee established; to
which her
,

I

with an

,!

1

aw

ladyship, I am informed, is not a contributor.
I think extensive employment could be
profitably afforded by many of the neighY
S
bouring gentry and landholders to alleviate the
existing distress.
he c 17atI ° n
d improvement of the land in the neighbourhood
is not under,
i
taken
to the extent it ought to be.
_

^

J

“

The existing state of destitution I thus account for
1st. There is a tract of
common land upon which are a number of “ squatters,” driven,
no doubt, from off
surrounding grazing farms. 2nd. At the last
Extraordinary Sessions for
Duleek, all presentments for Public Works
were rejected, for {he purpose of
:

the

carrying tile proposed “ railroad, " which has
not yet been undertaken,
people are without any public employment.
I calculate about 200 persons require
employment.

and the

An

Extraordinary Presentment Sessions is ordered for
Duleek on the 24th
SUggeSt tha‘
shoilld be
d directions
8 i7 en,
« engineer, to open one small work to
issued to the
afford immediate relief, without
waiting the ordinary routine of approval.
nslder ti> e ° ase most urgent, no representation
of which was ever made to me
but tlnough the letter I have the honour
to enclose.

aU,Wy

.wTt

“

“

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

December 11, 1846.
KND a cop
f a letter from Mr. Erichsen “id of the accompanying
*
J
,
L°
•espondence
about
the flax-seed.
considerable quantity of which you will
see ;s being sent to us from
Rotterdam by steamers, in order to save tile frost.
lo what point would you wish me to send
such portion of the 600 tons of
Indian com meal now ready at Plymouth,
as I can spare from Scotland?

A

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
•

see that
tint
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I receive an answer from you to the inquiries in my
previous letters, as to how far here is to he preferred to barley, and whether it
would be safe, and for the public benefit, that the people should be encouraged
to depend upon the Government for seed at all.
I annex an extract from a letter which I wrote yesterday to Sir Edward
Coffin relating to this subject, and you will find a further reference to it in
professor Lindley’s letter to Sir E. Kane, a copy of which, I shall send you

any further purchases until

separately.

Enclosure.
Messrs. Erxchsen to

Mr. Trevelyan.
110, Fenchurch Street, London,
Fecembei' 10, 1846.

We

have the honour to state that we have altogether procured from Scotland 800

quarters here or bigg for seed, namely

:

shipped per “ Jane and Eliza” to Dublin,
per “ Sydney and Jane” to Dublin,
„

268 quarters here,
232
„
„
now shipping
300
,,
,,

at Aberdeen,

and will be transhipped from hence to Dublin immediately after arrival.
more of this seed until we receive your further instructions. The time
we believe, the middle of February, we have, therefore, ample time for purchasing further quantities, should they be required.

by a

sailing vessel,

We stop purchasing

for

sowing here

is,

Mr. Phelan

to Sir

W.

Somerville.
27, Nelson Street, Dublin,

December

The

11, 1846.

Cashel workhouse was intended to accommodate 700, Avhich at any

I went through it on Monday, and found it to contain
time would overfill it.
873. Some of the rooms were so overcrowded that disease must almost inevitably
be the result. On that day, and some days previously, 520 persons, mostly women
and children, but several aged men, and not a few boys and girls, had got one
pound of bread each adult, half a pound each young person. This they were at
first permitted to eat on the premises, but now they are allowed to take it home.

This 520 was exclusive of the 873.
On Tuesday I visited the Kilkenny workhouse. It was intended for 1300 it
now contains 1391. Like the other, it is greatly overfilled, and must soon be the
scene of disease. But in addition, 1612 persons got that day a meal of stirabout
and milk, and on some days, as many as 1820 get the same. I am incapable of
;

It surpassed all the wretchedness I
describing the appearance of those persons.
ever saw ; with few exceptions, all these belonged to the Kilkenny electoral
division ; and, beside, more than half the paupers in the house were charged upon
as is the case in Cashel.
The Guardians were informed that they act illegally in giving relief in this
manner. They say that as the food is eaten in the houses, the practice is within
the spirit of the Act ; but whether legal or otherwise, those connected with the
city and suburbs wish to continue it, even at this enormous expense to them,
rather than allow this multitude to starve ; for, they say, we cannot get subscriptions to feed them ; and at all events, we by this plan throw the cost pretty
The Cashel electoral division Guardians say the same. I underequally on all.
stand, that in other places, as Carlow, Cork, &c., this kind of out-door relief
it,

very few come from beyond the immediate locality for the
the
is confined to the poor of the city or town in which
Of course the Guardians and townspeople of these elecpractice, and incur the enormous expense
within
entailed by it, did they not feel that they are unable by any other means
from
these
people
starving.
prevent
their reach to
such
I have a notion that, were it quite legal, this mode of giving food during
But, if temporarily legalized, there should
emergency would be a good one.

system

is

pursued

;

food, so that the relief
workhouse is situated.

toral divisions

would not adopt the

an
For
be provision made to enable the other distant electoral divisions to adopt it.
get a
instance, the poor of Nobber could not go daily to the Kills workhouse to
iood
meal; nor those of Slane or Tarn to Navan. An arrangement by which
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could be given at, three or four points of a Union would
therefore seem to be necesit, he at all allowed
and I do not see how it can well be avoided.
Take these two places ; no greater exertions have been anywhere
made, I am told,
than at Kilkenny and Cashel, to give employment, yet here
are numbers who
cannot benefit by it.
I fear that, from the want of their usual rents, and from
the increased

^ry— I mean if

;

taxation
on their properties, as well as the greater expense of supporting
labourers, servants
&c., many or the proprietory will not subscribe
enough, or consent to purchase
food lor those for whom there will not be room in
the workhouses.
Some other
mode therefore must be adopted, and from what I have seen and
heard, ought to
be soon adopted, or starvation and disorder must take
place, and the Government
will get discredit.

Mr. Phelan

to Sir

W.

Somerville.
27,

Nelson Street, Dublin,

December 23, 1846.
In reference to the conversation I had with you on
Monday last, respecting
the giving of relief in the Kilkenny, and other
workhouses, to parties who come
there daily to get a meal, and who, on eating
it, go back to their respective residences, 1 beg leave to make a few observations.
Experience has long convinced me that, until some sufficient
test is applied, the
is never aware of the number of persons
who, in scarce seasons, are much
want of the most common necessaries of life. Kilkenny will
exemplify this.
Alter the Guardians filled the workhouse, those belonging
to the Kilkenny elecalthough they had already liberally admitted above
600 paupers to
be charged on that division, induced the
Board to agree to a resolution authorizing
that a meal per day might be given to fit objects,
to be eaten in the workhouse, and
knowing that the cost must almost fall entirely on that division.
At first, only a
few hundred paupers availed themselves of it; 'but,
although every precaution was
used to see that none but very destitute objects obtained
this mekl, in a few days
the number rapidly increased to 1820 per day,
exclusive of the 1391 in the house
Had I not mysell seen the parties, and conversed with the
gentlemen who were
superintending this relief, I might be credulous.
But I am satisfied that those
whom I saw get this meal must have been in want of it, and
were such as, if
there had been room in the workhouse,
would have been admitted without hesipublic

m

toral division,

tation.

All these 1820 with very few exceptions, belonged to the
Kilkenny electoral
proving the truth of my observation.
have reason to believe that, in Thomastown, Castlecomer, Freshford,
BallyGowran, and Lonsbridge, and Knocktopher, places of some population
in that Union, were the same facility
of obtaining a meal per day afforded as
many, relatively with the population, would apply for it;
I mean parties equally
division,
I

vagget,

m

want

As

m

of

a

it.

/

necessity forced this practice

on the Guardians in Kilkenny and elsewhere,
it would seem to be the most
convenient mode of preventing the starvation which
appears to be occurring in many places.
But as it was not contemplated by Parliament that this description of relief should be given, the
Poor Law Commis.

sioners have ordered it to be discontinued.
Were it, however, permitted, or
legalized, on the meeting of Parliament, it would only
be necessary for 'the
Commissioners to declare a house (which would merely contain room for
a boiler,
and for a table and some forms) in each of the principal

towns of any Union
(in which the workhouse became full)
to be a part of the Union. At this house,
the paupers of two or three contiguous
electoral divisions could get a meal or two
dal [y1“ tll!s manner, the practice could be extended to the chief portions
of
each Union, and no other part need be taxed
for the expense incurred.
01 course, I do not suggest this as a mode of giving out-door
relief (if it may
be so called)

permanently, but merely as the most immediate means of preventing
s arvation,
and, I think, the most satisfactory to the community.
Subscriptions
will assist, but a class above
that, which will go for this meal, will require all
that can be collected by
subscriptions, viz
decent room-keepers, unemployed
tradesmen, decent servants out of employment,
:

&c.

2
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beg you will excuse this hurried letter.
From communications I have had, I find that there is already much
lhe
probability of its increasing,
disease in many of the workhouses, and every
central workhouse,
above mode of giving relief would lessen the pressure on the
of which is a main cause ol sickness.
overcrowding
the
I

.

_

—

p_S.

Sir R.

Routh

to Inspecting Officers.

The

Castle, Dublin,

December

11, 1846.

received the Instructions of the Treasury to communicate to you
Committee with which you come into
their wish that you should not leave any
the list of
communication until you have yourself revised in detail, name by name,
Works; in doing which you
labourers furnished by the Committee for the Relief
members of the Comshould be assisted by as large a number as possible of the
or advice from the neighmittee, and should call for such further information
independent
sources
other
any
or
constabulary,
bouring stipendiary magistrates, or
arrive at the truth.
as you may consider necessary to enable you to
One great point is to secure a full and open discussion of each case, for all are
and, from the conflict of opinion, the
be interested in the same job
I

have

not likely to
truth will come out.

The

;

.

....

ought,
principal officer of the constabulary for the district

if

.. .

,

,

possible, to be

when the lists are being revised, in order that he may give or obtain
Gregor will desire
any information that may be required by you and Colonel M‘
power, and all such attendance as
his officers to give the best information in their

in attendance

:

they are able to do consistently with their own duties.
You should never lose sight of the necessity of acting in concert with the Inand you should, if possible,
spectors and other officers of the Board of Works,
.
be sitting together when the lists are revised.
which has been forwarded to all
I refer you to the annexed printed Circular,
that, though those who are rated
the Committees, requesting you to bear in mind
that theyare proper objects of relief,
less than 6 1. are eligible, it must be proved
at.

and that they are

destitute,

make

and have no

other resource.
obtain a copy of the poor

law rating

object to
the Ciryou should, as explained
for the Union, and, keeping this before you,
in the relief lists who are rated
cular, strike off at once those persons included
of the destitution of the remainder,
at more than 6 1, and should call for evidence
you will sift and test, from independent sources, to any extent

You

should

it

your

first

m

which evidence
that

may

be necessary to satisfy yourself of

its

truth.

You will endeavour to inquire what becomes of the large sums of money
persons on the
expended in Relief Works and whenever it can be traced that
should
works have employed their money in the purchase of arms, their names
be at once erased from the labour lists.
;

.

You will see in all the proceedings of Government the anxious desire to dimiIreland ; and it is your
nish and alleviate the great evil which is now afflicting
largely and so generously
particular duty to see that the funds now employed so
And if we, as public officers,
in this great object are strictly appropriated to it.
and scrutinize, item by item, the justfail to use our best efforts to examine into
misapplication.
ness of this expenditure, we shall share in the reproach of its

Sir R.

Routh

Mr. Trevelyan.

to

The

Castle,

Dublin, December 12, 1846.

county, and I will go
I will suppose that we obtain an officer for each
something more to be
so far as to admit that they all do their duty, still there is
towards
So vast an expenditure, the spirit of intimidation abroad, even
done.
employment,
the officers of the Board of Works, and the increasing demand for
considerations
and, coupled with this, the neglect of farm operations, all these
indispensable
make me fear that our best investigation of these matters, though
in itself, is not enough for the emergency.
be little
So long as the Board of Works offers general employment, there will
an
The assistance of the Government seems to paralyze
private employment.
distress,
In the midst of much real there is more fictitious
individual effort.
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one channel,

it

presents itself

in another.

which the numbers to be employed would be
limited, and those chosen from the most destitute, a large body of able, strong
This might certainly
labourers would be thrown on farm and other operations.
If a date could be fixed after

lead to an outbreak, but I am much inclined to think that the fears of the
farmers are the only inducement which will make them come forward, and that
They have realized
so long as they can abstain from interfering, they will.
great prices, and they (at least many of them) pay no rent, and they are gainers

by the public calamity.
The most unruly of those who seek employment are those who have the least
title to it; but the appearance of power would strengthen the hands of ComIt would encourage and
mittees, and reassure those who fear to do their duty.
give strength to the well disposed, and put down the insubordinate or seditious.

Sir R. Routii to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

December

12, 1846.

I have the honour to lay before you the annexed Report from Commis- E. 2829
sary-General Hewetson, for the information of the Right Honourable
Lords
Commissioners of Iler Majesty’s Treasury, submitting an account of an apprehended disturbance at Caherciveen, which had induced him to apply to the
officer in command of the troops at Limerick for a detachment to proceed to
that place, and which would have arrived yesterday evening.
I had no reason to expect this appearance of aggression, as I had authorized
a sale of 30 tons of meal to the Committee, and importation had been made
from other sources.
In the meanwhile, I have directed that depot to be opened two days in each
week, which, with the local exertion of the Committee, will, I think, be

My

sufficient.

The depot at Skibbereen has been opened three days in the week, with a discretionary power to extend the sales if desired.
The peculiar circumstances, however, which marks the scarcity of this year
the want of accommodation in the poor-houses, 47 of which are, I underand as at the same time the subscriptions have been very limited, the
Committees are not in the same situation to afford relief to the destitute poor
received in the workhouse.
It becomes a’ question, therefore, whether it may not be proper to increase
the Government grant on subscriptions raised in localities so situated, and in
particular instances, whether it would not be expedient to recur to the plan

is

stand, full,

who cannot be

adopted last season of advancing a sum of 50/. or 100/., in cases of great distress,
to the Board of Works, to employ the destitute of such locality in such labour
as they could give.
It appears to me that some anticipation of this nature must be considered to
meet exigencies of this description, which, I fear, may be of frequent occurrence.

Enclosure.
Commissary- General Hewetson

to Sir

R. Routh,

Limerick, 9th December, 1846, 9 p.m.

With

my

morning, No, 212, I have. the honour to enclose a
second report from Mr. Nash, dated Caherciveen, yesterday (half-past 1, p. m.), on the receipt
of which I lost no time in communicating with Colonel Mansel, Assistant Adjutant-General,
at present commanding the forces in this district ; a copy of my letter to him I subjoin.
detachment of two officers and 55 men have been ordered to march immediately from Tralee,
and will arrive at Caherciveen on Friday evening. It is to be regretted no magistrate should
be on the spot, as the troops cannot act without one.
Colonel Mansel has, however, directed
sentries to be posted within the premises, and I have little doubt the presence of this force,
with the aid of the constabulary, and such coast-guard as can be mustered, will be sufficient
to prevent any further outrage.
I have considered it prudent to write to the Caherciveen
Relief Committee, pending the arrival of any supplies they may have ordered, that a further
issue of 15 tons, proportionately in meal and biscuit will, if necessary, be issued to them for
reference to

letter of this

A

the use of the people.
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You will perceive the necessity of a military force being permanently stationed at Caherciveen for the protection of the reserve depot, at least during the winter.
I should have despatched Assistant Commissary-General Inglis there this evening, but he
Mr. Nash is, however, a
is necessarily absent on a tour of duty to Tarbert and Kilrush.
steady man, and will act with proper firmness.

Commissariat, Limerick, Dec. 9, 1846, 6 p.m.

Sin,

I HAVE the honour to enclose copies of two reports addressed to me by Mr. Thomas
Nash, in charge of the Commissariat Reserve Depfit at Caherciveen, dated the 7th and 8th
instant.
The latter is of a nature which you will readily perceive calls for immediate measures to be taken for the protection of Her Majesty’s stores at that place by a military force,
and as the constabulary at that station are in number altogether inadequate for that purpose, I
request you will furnish from the nearest point within your command, such a military force
to proceed forthwith to Caherciveen, as you may deem the circumstances of the case require.
I am most desirous, as this is the first attempt at outrage upon Her Majesty’s Relief Depots,

that it should be promptly met in such a manner as will show these misguided people, that
I acquaint the person in charge of the
perseverance in such conduct will not be permitted.
I shall also take
depot by to-night’s post, that he may look for early military protection.
other measures in connexion with the Caherciveen Relief Committee to prevent, if possible, any
further assemblages of the people with a view to the plunder of the depot, which object it ap-

pears they have in view.
I have already reported upon this subject to Dublin, submitting the expediency of a detachment being for the present quartered in Caherciveen, and you will doubtless receive a comI have further reported by this night's post, that in a
munication thereon from head-quarters.
personal interview you had at once met my request, ordering a force instanter, to proceed to
Caherciveen from Tralee.
I am, &c..
W. Hewetson, Commissary -General,
(Signed)
Colonel Mansel, K.H.,

command of Limerick

in

District.

Caherciveen Reserve Depot, December

Sir,

8,

1846.

I am sorry to inform you, that the expectation expressed in my letter of yesterday, of
In about two hours after I
there being no immediate attack on the store was not realised.
closed my letter a vast concourse of people amounting to nearly 1000, assembled outside the
store, and after some time they began to break one of the windows with a pickaxe, they bent
one of the iron bars and broke a pane of glass, which was all the harm they did, but it was by
a deal of persuasion and fair promises that they could be got to desist from their purpose, and
indeed I think all would be useless only that the Caherciveen Committee took some meal and

biscuit to distribute,

which seemed to pacify them

for the present.

The parish priest of this place, the Rev. Mr. Day, of Valencia, and Mr. Barry, did all they
could to disperse them, but the mob did not mind w-hat they said. There w-as no magistrate
The
be had, the only one that resides near this town (Mr. Primrose) being from home.
few police were in attendance, and of course would do all in their power to protect the property,
but what could they do in the face of such a multitude? It was well all went off so quietly,
as some of the people w'ere heard to say, that if the police fired a shot every one of them would
have been killed, which I have no doubt of, if they could, as the mob seemed very determined.
One of the mob offered to strike the head-constable, when he attempted to prevent him from
breaking the window. They were not the people that came to me in the morning. It appears
they were from another part of the country.
I have only to repeat what I said yesterday, about sending a sufficient force immediately.
Indeed, I fear we shall have bad work before it shall arrive, as the people are beginning to be
to

much excited in consequence of the high price of food, want of employment, &c. The
meal that was selling at Is. lO^cf. per stone is all out. It is now 2s. 6 d. per stone. The
Relief Committee are now selling at 2s. 2 d. per stone. The 15 tons* they are to get will stand
but a short time. The people, indeed, would take it in two days if it could be served out to
them.
The head-constable told me they would report the matter to Government.
very

I

am, &c..

Thomas Nash.

(Signed)

Commissary -General Hewetson,
Limerick.

—

Half-past One o'Clock. Nothing particular has happened to-day up to the
good many people scattered about the town, but no sign of disturbance. T. N.
•The

15 tons of

meal

is

—

present.

the quantity authorized to be issued to the Caherciveen Relief Committee

A

— See

.

my

Report, No. 200, dated 10th ulto.
Inspector of the Constabulary at Caherciveen, appears not to enjoy good health. He complained of illness when I visited that place in September last, and does not appear lo have been present on

The Sub

this occasion.

(Signed)
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Treasury Minute on the above.
December
Write
ceedings,

to Sir R.

15,

1846.

Routh

that their Lordships entirely approve of his proand those of Commissary-General Hewetson and Mr. Nash, as reported

in this letter.

The protection of the Government depots from plunder being essential to the
public safety, their Lordships desire that Sir R. Routh will report what means
are available on the spot at each of the depots for affording prompt and effectual
assistance in case they should be attacked, and that he will caution the Commissariat officers,

or other persons in charge of them, to be upon their guard, and

he will inform them that their Lordships will take proper notice of their
and devotion to the service on this important point, as well as of any
dereliction of duty that may occur in respect to it.
that

attention

Their Lordships approve of the sub-depots in the remote districts being
opened, on certain fixed days, for the supply of local Committees in those cases
in which it is clearly impossible for them to obtain supplies in any other way,
it is indispensable, in order to prevent the whole country from depending
upon the depots, and to secure the assistance of the upper classes in administering the relief, that the plan which has been adopted in consequence of the
experience obtained during the last relief season, of placing the local Committees
between the Commissariat and the people, should be steadily persevered in,
and that issues should be made direct to the consumers only in very extreme
but

cases.

When, from the want of room in the poor-houses, or other circumstances,
unequivocal proof is afforded of the existence of extreme destitution in any
locality, their Lordships are of opinion that a larger proportional donation may
be given to meet the subscriptions of the Relief Committees than has hitherto
been allowed ; and in any instance in which the necessity to take such a step is

Routh might, with the sanction of the Lord-Lieuterecommended by him, to the plan adopted last season, of adof 50/. or 100/. to the Board of Works to employ the destitute,

clearly established, Sir R.
nant, recur, as

vancing a

sum

presentment under the Poor Relief Act.
Transmit a copy of Sir R. Routh’s letter, and of its enclosures, and of this
Labouchere,

in anticipation of a

Minute, to Mr.

for the information of the Lord-Lieutenant.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

.

Castle, Dublin,

December

12, 1846.

I have the copy of Messrs. Erichsen’s letter of the 9th instant which
you
transmitted to me, and, in reply to your question whether I wish the barley to
be sent elsewhere than to Dublin, I beg to say that we can receive the quantity
advised up to to-day at this port for the present supply at Longford and Banagher, and in order to keep it up
; but this quantity now advised being delivered,
I think it would be desirable to consign to other ports, a part to Cork
to the
charge of Lieutenant Wentworth, for the Skibbereen and Castletown depots,
and afterwards to some of the depots on the west coast, particularly Clifden
and
Belmullet.

Assistant Commissary-General

Bishop

to Sir R.

Routh.

Cork December
,

12, 1846.

I do myself the honour of submitting the following report of
proceedings during the past week
The detail of the “ prospective arrangements ” for the last week was deviated
from in consequence of a “ Special Presentment Session ” being held at Middleton on Monday, where it was expected efforts would be made to pass
presentments for drainage under Mr. Labouchere’s letter.
I attended with the

my

:

district engineer.
The attempt was made, particularly by Mr. Burke Roche,
M.P., who advocated the measure without success, though presentments
were
freely passed for roads and repairs
works of admitted inutility to the extent
of 14,000/.

—

—

On Tuesday, I proceeded to Macroom to attend a meeting of the Relief
Committee appointed for the parishes of Macroom and Clondrohed. These
have a population of 3600 souls. The business of this Committee is

parishes
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management of the Rev. Mr. Swanzy, secretary and treasurer,
and the Rev. Mr. Lee, P.P. All the members are ex officio. Their funds are
T he Committee urge
nearly exhausted by the sale of food below cost price.
that the present excessive high prices of provisions render it imperative upon
them, as a measure of relief to the labourer with large families, and who have
hitherto received but 8 cl. a-day on Reliel Works, to sell at a reduced price,
which has varied from Is. 8 d. to 2s. a stone 800 families are allowed, under
strict regulations, to purchase meal at this depot.
The “executive” of this Committee are very active, and devote much time
“
and labour to the details. The Committee are about to establish a soup shop,”
the “ Sackville
liavino- received some assistance in aid of its formation from
On Wednesday I went to Kilmurray, hut could not find any
Street Society.”
person connected with that Reliel Committee, both chairman and secretary
prevails
throughout
Very great distress
residing some miles from the parish.
the parish of Kilmurray, from whence I proceeded to Kilmichael here again
the treasurer, who keeps the
I was disappointed in meeting the Committee
I learnt from the secretary that the funds
books, was absent from the district.
of the Committee were also nearly expended in selling food under cost price.
The district is remote, and the labouring class in extreme distress. The Public.
Works are limited, and the number employed comprise but a small portion of
”
the claimants. There is a “ Huckster’s store in the district, where Indian meal
but a ruinous system of I.O.U. is pracis retailed at 2s. 4 d. a-stone for cash
tised between the huckster and the labourer, under which the latter now pays at
the rate of 26-. 6d. a-stone for Indian corn meal
From Kilmichael I proceeded through a barren, mountainous country to
Inchigula, a still more remote and distressed district, containing about 6300
Here I could only find the chairman of the Committee, who informed
souls.
me that in consequence of the pressure of distress, and the very limited number
yet employed upon the Public Works (only 200 out of 700 needy applicants),
the Committee considered themselves imperatively called upon to sell food at
a reduced price to the unemployed, which had exhausted their funds.
In consequence of the three last-named Committees having failed to reply to
left chiefly to the

;

5

;

;

;

notes requesting information as to their days of meeting, &c., I missed
I have therefore addressed letters to the chairman
seeing them in Committee.
of each of these Committees urging them to a strict adherence with the Instructions, and a most careful revision of their Labour List, and lurther calling
their special attention to the alarming results which must accrue to the country
if the cultivation of land is not more seriously attended to.
On Thursday I pursued my route through a continued rocky, mountainous
country to Bally vourney, to meet the Committee appointed for this parish, and
the adjoining one of Kilnamartery, the two parishes containing a population of

my

This Committee is selling
souls, the greater part in extreme poverty.
Indian corn meal at 2s. per stone to those most distressed. Their funds are
exhausted ; the loss on sales below cost since 15th of August amounts to 123/.
They urge, that the distress being infinitely greater than last season, and
that in the rural districts small facilities being afforded by the trader to meet
or assist the wants, the labourer having to pay the huckster from 2s. 4d. to 2s. 6 d.
a-stone, when he has hitherto earned but 8 d. a-day as wages, the Committee

7300

could not avoid deviating from the Instructions.
The number of resident gentry in these rural

districts is too limited to be,

with the best intentions, of any essential service. Sir George Calthurst, though
not a resident in this immediate neighbourhood, devotes much of his time and
for
property, and has given the valuable example of an extensive model farm
the benefit of the agriculturists of Bally vourney.
Great and positive distress exists in the districts I have last named, particuI personally visited many
larly in the parishes of Kilmichael and Inchugula.
the
cabins, and was an eye-witness to unquestionable and painful destitution
outward appearance and extreme debility of many of the labourers too forcibly
;

prove that there is no deception.
side
I conversed with several gangs of labourers I met waiting by the road
the
for employment upon Relief Works, and endeavoured to urge upon them
They apevil results which must follow their forsaking agricultural pursuits.
peared to be thoroughly apathetic to all idea of making such efforts lor themselves, looking to Public Works as their only resource.
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went to Ahinagh. The new Committee not having met since
saw the secretary and treasurer. I examined their
food has been sold below cost, and the balance of
the old account greatly reduced the same reason is alleged as that advanced
by other Committees. A promise is given that, as the labourer will now get
better wages under the task-work system, the price of food will be raised in

On

Friday

I

their nomination, I only
books to the present time

;

;

proportion.

from Ahinagli for Mill Street, but when about half-way I was overtaken by a heavy fall of snow, which rendered the road so bad that I determined upon returning to Macroom, leaving Mill Street to be visited when I am
1

at

started

Vennturk.
Saturday, after addressing letters to the several Committees I had visited,
which place I reached late this evening.
following observations are applicable to the whole of the barony of
acres, and a population of

On

I returned to Cork,

The

West Muskerry, comprising an area of 188,487

47,000.
A large portion of the labourers seeking employment on the Relief Works
have either been discharged by the farmers, or have left agricultural labour of
own accord, complaining of the insufficiency of farm wages. The greater
part have, however, been discharged, and thus compelled to seek for subsistence
on the Relief Works. This, independent of other evils, has engendered a bad
feeling in the labourer towards the farmer, which is openly avowed, and may,
should the Relief Works fail to afford the necessary subsistence, be productive
their

of disastrous results.

Considerable blame must be attached to the labourer for the total recklessness with with which he has abandoned all personal efforts towards securing a
future provision for himself and family.
The collection of manure has been wholly neglected !
His former potato lots have been abandoned, or taken possession of by the

landlord.
The “cottier,” or “con-acre” system is abolished, and he is now virtually a
labourer in every sense of the word, and must be provided for as such.
At present he depends so exclusively upon Relief Works for the subsistence
of himself and family, that any suspension of these works, even for one day,
inflicts

the greatest suffering.

Unfortunately there are but few resident proprietors in this barony, particusouthern and western parts, to promote by their influence and
example any improvements tending to the amelioration of the labouring class,
which might doubtless, by judicious encouragement, be recalled from their
larly in the

present paralized state.
All the poor I met during the

week were

orderly,

and apparently well-

disposed.

Having heard from many labourers their version of the cause for leaving
employment, I conversed with several farmers of various classes.

agricultural

The small farmer states, that owing to the total loss of his own potato crop, he
is obliged to consume so much of his grain, as food for liis family and stock,
as to deprive him of the means of either paying or subsisting the servants he

The worst feature in the case of this class farmer is, that he
actually consuming the seed which should be destined for the ensuing

formerly kept.
is

now

Crop.

The larger class farmer states, that many of his labourers left him to seek
Relief Works, because he could not afford to give them all money wages.
This class farmer will increase his grain crop materially next year by
putting most of the abandoned potato grounds into grain ; this, however, is
not expected to add to the average Grop, for the small class farmer will not
have the seed, or means of obtaining it, to give him the chance of securing
anything like an average crop.
The potato will be partially attempted again in this barony.
The cultivation of turnips is increasing, but carrots are not spoken of.
It is estimated that if the whole of the home grain now in the county of
Cork was brought into consumption, it would not afford six weeks’ subsistence
for the population.
There are very large tracts in various parts of the barony to afford an unlimited extent of reproductive employment in drainage and subsoiling.

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.

366

Some rich meadow land was pointed out to me at Ballyvourney, on Sir
George Calthurst’s property, which 20 years ago was rated at 36-. Gd. an acre ;
the land having undergone thorough drainage, now lets for 51. an acre.
The fact of a large portion of the grain brought to market being purchased
by country people for their home consumption, still continues in force.
But six cargoes of Indian corn have arrived at Cork during the last week,
and prices

still

continue high, namely,

1 ll.

for corn,

and

18/. 10.?. for

Indian

corn meal.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R. Routii.

December

12, 18-16.

Mr. O’Connell’s proposition to buy the whole of our depot at Cahercourse totally inadmissible, among
civeen although perfectly well meant, is of
made ourselves responsible for supothers’ for this plain reason, that we have
if we hand over our supplies
plying the western coast as far as we are able, and
it is impossible that we can
to others, to be dealt with as they think proper,
meet

this responsibility.

You must shape your proceedings so as to be able to assist to produce our
ol the Exchequer, and pray
estimate at the time mentioned by the Chancellor
request Mr. Stickney to do the same.
Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
December

12, 1846.

you have not already given directions to the Inspecting Officers for the
investigation into the gross case of
county of Wexford to institute a searching
letter from Mr. Burrowes
abuse which forms the subject of the accompanying
to do so without any delay, and to
to Colonel Jones, I shall be obliged to you
If

report the result.
,
being furnished at once by
This is an instance of the advantage of your
your attention, or that of
Colonel Jones with copies of every document to which

your Inspecting

Officers,

ought to be

called.

Mr. N. Cummins

My

last

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Cork, Deceiver

12, 1846.

communication was of 27th ultimo, since when each day has

manifest the extent of the present calamity in this part
alarming prospect can well be
of the country ; in fact, I scarcely think that the
seemed likely to recede,
exaggerated. Prices of all corn food, which for a time
to be procured here
have° again reached famine rates Indian corn is only
continuance of northerly winds
small parcels, at 16/. 10s. to 17/. per ton, the
.
having prevented arrivals.
most careful inquiry, to ascertain, lor the
I have made it my business, by the
charge
of the Relief Comin
Commissary-General
information of the Assistant
present held by the dealers in
mittees in this part, the amount of grain food at
the daily
the entire stock of bread stuffs is short of 4000 tons, while

made more lamentably

m

:

.

,

.

.

and
100 tons.
consumption within same district is, I believe, correctly estimated at
sort ol
The supplies to our corn-market have greatly fallen off, the better
use, any corn
farmers having apparently resolved to hold, lor their own
almost considered
remaining in their possession. Those under 10 acres may be
all cirindeed, it is to be feared that the seed which should, under

this city,

destitute

;

this class.
cumstances, be held sacred, is being rapidly consumed by
the entire
On the whole, I think it right to state to you my conviction that more
than
of Cork is not
stock of corn food at present existing in the county
or two months. What supsufficient for the consumption of the next six weeks
anticipate, but unless
to
attempt
cannot
quarters
I
plies may reach us from other
is appalling.
opinion,
my
the
prospect,
in
indeed,
great
prove
shall
the amount
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Miscellaneou 3 Communications .referred to Commissary-General Sir
Randolph J. Routh
N.Rhdington, Esq., Under Secretary for Ireland, from 26th to
28th November,
fLV
1Mb, both days inclusive ; also the Answer given to each.
County.

Z

Kerry

Locality,

&c

.

Iiillehenny Committee inquire whether, after
being reconstituted
in accordance with the instructions
of Government, it is open to
1
them to add to the members.

.

\

21124/1

Informed that no

D

addition can be made to a Relief
Committee, except by the Lieutenant of county
Forwarded to Inspecting Officer of Committee for his
information, with a request to take a note of
the correspondence and
return the papers.
Parish of Leckpatrick. Statement of the
proceedings of a meetimr
of the parishioners is forwarded, by which
it appears that a
ehe Committee has been nominated, & c
The Chairman states
at the same time that employment
is necessary,

8645 Tyrone

R

.

know

if

Government

will

object.

i

and desires to
place at his disposal a fund for
that

A

1)

8614

copy of the instructions for the formation and guidance of
Relief Committees is forwarded for correspondent’s information, by which it will
he observed that when such
Committees (constituted by the Lieutenant of county) shall
collect subscriptions and forward a list in the manner pointed out, a donation is
recommended. He is also referred
t0 an inclosed copy of the Treasury Minute
of the 3lst of Au-msl last,
lyrone
Parish of Leckpatrick.
.
.
.
Correspondent states that 1501. has been
subscribed by the parishioners to be
expended in providing f00 d
p0or at reduced prices, and solicits a grant
in aid.
Att.nuon is drawn to the Treasury Minute, (inclosed in another
letter,) which requires
tha all food provided with relief funds to which the
Government may contribute shall he
sold at the current market prices ; and observing that
unless the Belief Committee
shall undertake to comply with this regulation, it wit!
not be in the Commissary-General’s
power to recommend a donation; hut at the same time remarking
that bv nurchasincheap description of food and placing it for sale with a
person of character nt a price to
be fined for him sufficient to repay the first cost, with all charges,
including a commission
allowance of Si. per cent., the Committee will then
be entitled to a donation, and much
good may be done b, keeping up a supply of food in this
manner within
.

I

.......

D 8554

.

,

reach of
1 the
UJe

poorer classes.
Clare .

Clare

DS555

'

Boonass Committee forward a certified list
of subscriptions,
1
amounting to 153/. 9s-., and solicit a grant.
751. recommended.
Doonass Committee request that Si. collected by
them since the
transmission of tlle.r list of subscriptions
to the CommissaryGeneral, may be taken into account
by him in recommendin°-'a
»
donation in aid.

.

Informed that this letter was not received
by the CommissaryGeneral until after a donation had been
recommended in aid of
the subscriptions mentioned in thelist find transmitted,
and
t0 ina “ <Ie ll,e further
subscriptions
m an
SO additional
ndir
c
in
list to he hereafter
forwarded.
Barony of Iveragh, Valenlia. Copies of resolutions
of

Kerry-

baronial
sessions, suggesting that supplies
of food be sent direct from
America to ^alencia, and recommending the
mooring of a den/kvessel
its harbour to receive those
supplies; also prayino- for

m

grant

Answered by

to

a

complete

the
railway from Killarney to Valencia
further sol, citing a loan of 6000/. to
purchase seed here, rye and
barley, are referred to the Commissary-General
and
lhat th e arran g-ements of Government for

i

"l
stali

proposed

assisting the

“T°. providing
,
possessors of property
supplies of food for the population
will
give satisfaction when the time for carrying
.

them

an ° f
!ve h°

Z
1

K

uoverni
SoTOnmenb
Tipperary

21168/

00/-

for e,labl a S
'

J’

f“° dS

Wicklow

farmers of the barony of Iveragh to
purchase seed
have n°‘ lee” p,ace,i
thB disposal oftbe

S “ Ch

Newport District. Treasurer of the

late Committee states that havinresigned, he will not hold himself responsible
for the application
of the balance of the Relief Fund handed
over to the present
Committee, nor for any future subscriptions or
grants; he forwards at the same time a final account, showing
that on the 15th
August last the balance on hand amounted to 297/. 9s.

This
II

21162

"

owners and
is hooed

it

into effect shall arrive; but with
respect

letter

is

6^d.
forwarded to the Inspecting Officer o( Com-

mittees for the county.
,

Arklow.

The medical

Yict., cap. 6, for

officer,

Arklow

appointed as such under the Act
9
again requests that his services

district,

in this capacity will be sufficiently

compensated.

The Undersecretary inquires if the Commissary-General
has
made any communication to correspondent since the
reference

of his former application.

3
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& c.

Miscellaneous Communications,

Z
2i

1

12

l!

continued.

the 6th and 10th November
Copies ofletters addressed to this medical officer on
Secretary, observing that by them it will appear that
instant, are forwarded to the Under
lessened by his own act of employing an Apothecary, instead
his compensation has been
the Board of Poor Law Guardians.
of acceptin'- the aid of one provided by
Ardbraccan. Correspondent complains that he and two other Poor
.
.
.
Meath
"
*
Law Guardians have been excluded from the Relief Committee

1

for the present season,

which he ascribes to religious antipathy,

&c.

now

such
Answered by stating that Poor Law Guardians are not as
the Chairman of
members of Relief Committees, as they were in the past season. That
the Board of Guardians who is at present an cx ojficio
the Union is the only member of

member
T) o fi 99|

Kildare

’

...

.

1
1

,

]\

resides in another barony.

actually necessary to
Informed that the presence of the magistrate of the barony is not
the Commissary-General recomthe proceedings of a Relief Committee, and therefore
Committee which
mends application to be made to the Duke of Leinster to constitute a
or with any addition his Grace may
will take charge of the electoral division separately
consider advisable to make.
Castletowndelvin Committee. Chairman recommends that an allowWestmeath
ance of 5s. per week be paid by Government to the constable in
charge of the food provided with the Committee’s funds, which

...

Z
2I058J

eligible to to be

.
. .
of a Relief Committee.
Correspondent complains of the
Electoral Division of Timahoe.
W ant which is felt of a Relief Committee for this division ; that a
Committee was nominated but remained inoperative, not having
magistrate to act with them, &c. ; that the nearest magistrate

I

are inadequate to meet the expense.
Government out of which
Informed that there is not any fund at the disposal of
allowance to be paid which the Committee
the Commissary-General can recommend the
the sale of the food provided by the
propose, but he suggests to the Committee that for
to place it for the purpose with an individual
local Relief fund, the better course would be
not be such as to discourage the interof character, fixing the price ; and as this should
cost, with expenses ot carriage,
vention of trade competition, it ought to include the first
and selling.
and a Commission allowance of 5/. per cent, for storing
I

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

Correspondence from 26th

of the

to 28th

November, 1846, both Jays

inclusive.

I.—APPLICATION for grants.
Locality, &c.

County.

No.

....

7660

Mayo

7726

Fermanagh

Hollymount Committee forward a certified list of
amounting to 172 1. Os., and solicit a grant.

subscriptions,

1

.

.

.

....

7696

Kildare

7724

Kilkenny

Committee duly certify /Sir Arthur Brinsley
a
Brooke’s subscription of 500/. to tbeir Relief Fund, and solicit

Brooksborough

donation.
250/- recommended.
Allen Committee forward a certified
to 152/. 19$., and solicit a grant.
75/.

.

.

.

list

of subscriptions, amounting

recommended.

Rower and Clonamery Committee forward

a certified

list

of sub-

amounting to 82/. 2s., and solicit a grant.
40/. recommended.
to obtain
Charlemoat Committee inquire what steps they are to take
when an
a donation in aid of their Relief Funds, and state that
scriptions,

7725

Armagh

....

food, earn
industrious family cannot, at the present prices of
me “ >
enough to supply each adult member with 1 lb. of Indian
the
and each child with \ lb. per diem, they endeavour to supply
l

deficiency, &c.

See Answer annexed.

II.—APPLICATION

7731

FOR DEPOTS, FOOD,

Mayo

.

.

&c.

Locality, &c.

County.

No.

.

.

Cong Committee forward a

resolution praying for the establishment

of !a meal depfit.

Informed that lha resolution
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continued.

IV.— COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE TO RELIEF COMMITTEES,

No.

County.

I

775S

Galway

.

Dunmore Committee

.

&c.

Locality, &c.

I

inquire as to the fund whence secretaries are

to be paid, &c.

7753

Westmeath

.

.

.

Acquainted that there is not any fund for paying the salary
of secretary to a Relief Committee except the Relief Fund, to
be formed in the manner pointed out by the printed Instructions.
Lieutenant-Colonel Archer, Inspecting Officer of Committees, reports that he has taken such steps as will enable him to
proceed on duty inquires as to postage expenses ; his letters to
Committees he pre-pays.
Suggests that Inspecting Officers
should be furnished with lists of similar officers of Board of
Works in each county, noting their stations; also constabulary
lists, &c.
Paper with the Commissary-General.
Cork. Assistant Commissary-General Bishop, Inspecting Officer
of Committees, inquires whether under the 4th and 6th rules of
the Instructions, the central Committee for each barony in the
county of Cork is to be a baronial one, or limited to a single disMullingar.

—

7775

Cork

.....

trict

;

and

states that if a central

Committee

is

established for

each barony in the county Cork, 23 would be required.

Returned to Mr. Bishop with a memorandum by the Commissary-General, stating that
the 6th rule of Instriictious only refers to the continuance of the plan of central Corn-
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continued.

&c.-

V.— COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE TO RELIEF COMMITTEES,

&c.

Locality, &c.

2/7734
|

—

Clonmel Committee. Lieut. -Colonel Douglas slates, that having attended this Committee, he was asked what was to be done with
the destitute for whom employment could not be provided in
the
Public Works; and observed, that when subscriptions shall be
raised, the Lord Lieutenant will add a donation in aid,
and that
no provision for the unemployed can be permitted outofsuch funds,
until the workhouse is full.
States that he found the members
badly instructed as to the mode of registering applications
for
work, &c. Recommends that every member of a Committee be
supplied with a copy ot Instructions, which he will undertake
to

do in

his progress, if supplied.

Copies of Instructions to be sent to Colonel Douglas from
time to time, as he proceeds, and he is written
to accordingly
with a present supply.

Clonmel Committee.

—A

lieutenant on the local staff inquires if

his attendance at meetings of the

Committee is now required, as
during the past season of distress.
Informed that his attendance as a member of the Clonmel Relief Committee
is not
necessary now, as the Treasury has made another arrangement,
owing to the inability of
the staff-officers to attend, except occasionally.
I

VI.—LOCAL RELIEF COMMITTEES,
County.

&c.

Locality, &c.

Navan District.— Correspondent states,
Chairman of a Relief Committee for

.

Galway

.

.

.

.
|

that having been appointed
this locality, he wishes the
Committee should be duly legalized.
Requested to apply to the Vice-Lieutenant of county now
forming Committees for the county, pursuant to the direction of
the Lord Lieutenant.
Dunmore Committee inquire if any funds is at the disposal of the
Commissary-General for the payment of their secretary; also,
if after the revision of labour lists, according to the 20th Article
of Instructions to Committees, it is essential to forward new
lists to the proper officers.
Forms of Labour Lists are re-

,

quested.

Informed that there is not any fund for paying the
salary of secretary except the
to be formed in the manner pointed out
by the Instructions. Also, that
t he object ot the revision
of Work Lists, is to strike off persons who should not be further employed ; which may be done in such
way as the engineer of the district and the
Utmmiltee shall arrange; and that the forms for the lists
are provided by the engineers.

Kenet Fund,

—

Letterkenny

Committee. Vice-Lieutenant of county, in forwarding resolutions of this Committee, states that applications
have
been made to him, urging the advantages which would
arise,
were the present regulation of having two parishes united
in one
Relief District dispensed with, in winch suggestion
he concurs
returned to the Under-Secretary, with a memorandum
by the Commisy -General, stating that the object
of the regulation as to two parishes, is to associate
the clergy and gentry of two localities,
with a view of promoting the bond fide interests’
of the public, irrespective of parochial
influences, and also to prevent the Relief Districts
irom being- too numerous; but there are cases of
exception, (exclusive of those provided
foi by the 4th Article of the
Instructions,) where parishes may be of such great
extent
uiat two cannot be conveniently
united under one Committee,
In such cases, a Central
e ra Committee may be formed,
to assemble for the whole district, if
necessary
f in bub-Committees
and to tor
of its members to act for each electoral division in
re-is’
3
tering applicants for employment,
•
preparing
&c.
'

-

I his

paper

.

is

“?™

lists,

The paper is returned to the Commissary-General, with
a minute, statin"- that His
'
°
~
Excellency considers that the Tule is
not one which should in all cases be rigidly
adhered to.
-

King’s County

Parsonstown.
parties

—Correspondent

inquires, if

employed by Committees

be persons

who

receive

it

is

essential

that the

making sales of food, should
a commission; and states that two "-en°
for

tlemen have offered their services.iu this capacity gratis.
T r
e “ mat Committees
are recommended to employ persons of character to sell
the food provided with
Relief Funds, and add 5/. per cent, to the 'price, to cover
the
or st °.rin an d selling.
If, however, the Committee can get persons
»
to take less,
0*
PCr Cent * shouId be stil1 charSed in the price, as representino- tradeprofit

°?

^^
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

VI.—LOCAL RELIEF COMMITTEE, &c.— continued.
Locality, &c.

Cloonbern Committee.

—Correspondent

states, that

in

accordance

with the directions of the Vice-Lieutenant of the county, the
several functionaries, &c., for a Relief Committee were nominated,
but not having received a written notification to assemble, they
Also, inquires as to the extent of
are unwilling to do so, &c.

operations of the Committee.
Party referred for any information respecting the Committee
Fort, Tuam,
to the Chairman, Richard D’Arcy, Esq., of Well
as the details are not known to the Commissary-General.
Killala Committee apply for stationery, &c.
provided for Relief Commitxiiiumicu him w. dinary stationery, as applied for, is not
required, charging the expense and
tees, but is to be purchased by them as it may be
manner pointed out by
any other contingent outlay to the Relief Fund, provided in the
the printed Instructions.
,
,
,,
Buncrana Committee inquire if the Relief Fund to be collected,
Donegal
together with the Lord Lieutenant’s' donation in aid, must be
the district for the

I

I

....

.

I

1

handed over

to the

Board

of

Works.

i

proposed for Buncrana
stating that the Relief Fund to be formed, as
applied conformably
at the disposal of the Relief Committee, to be
enclosed.
to the Government Instructions, a copy of which is

Answered by

District, will

remain

VII.—COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE

TO PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.
Locality, &c.

County.

No.

3622

Antrim (Portglenone)

•7747

Queen’s

7759

Mayo

7705

Cavan

7732

Roscommon

Innishrush Committee request forms for Labour Lists.
Informed that these forms are provided by the local officers
of Public Works, and not supplied from this office.
Durrow Committee.—The inquiry of this Committee (7514),

....

respecting a presentment passed at Ballycolla Sessions, for the
labour work only , of a National school-house having been referred
by the Commissary-General to the Board of Works, it is stated
undertake such
in reply, that the Board are not authorized to
works, by the Act 9 and 10 Viet., c. 107, and the parties are

informed accordingly.
memorial (7088) of this Committee,
Swineford Committee.—
praying for an extension of the Relief Works in progress, having
been referred by the Commissary-General to the Board of
Works, was forwarded to the Board’s local officer, who reported
persons
that “ if the lists were duly scrutinized, and none but the
sufficient for the
really in want put on, the works would be

A

'present.”

The

parties are accordingly supplied with

an extract from

the

Officer’s Report.

Lower Loughtee Committee'report that an incorrect practice exists
in allocating the work tickets, &c
Forwarded to Board of Works, of which the parties are informed.

Barony of Athlone, Taglimaconnell Committee.—The chairman
and m
inquires if persons having a cow, a few barrels of corn,
some cases a horse, can be taken on the Public Relief Works,

.

poverty,
alleging that they will otherwise be reduced to extreme

and unable

A copy

to subsist.
is

supplied to the Commissary-General for consider-

ation.

7755

Londonderry

.

7756

Tyrone

.

.

.

Magherafelt Committee request forms of registry of labourers.
the
Informed that they are provided by the local officers of
.

.

Board of Works.
Fintona Committee request forms as above.
Similar reply.

7777

Donegal

•

.

.

.

.

Glenties.— Correspondent

Works

for

refers to his application to the

employment as pay

clerk,

Board

and now nominates

ot

his

securities.

Informed that the Commissary-General
Board of Works, but will forward his

the

for consideration.

7616

Donegal

.

.

.

.

—

See answer annexed.
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commencing the Public Works for this barony in consequence
servants,
of the number of persons, hitherto employed as farm
term
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Enclosure.
Mr. Stanley

Rev. James Disney.

to the

Commissariat Relief

Office,

Dublin

Castle,

November 28, 1846.
Sir Randolph
Having laid your letter of the 26th instant before Commissary-General
copy ot the Instructions to
J Routh I have been directed to forward, for your information, a
mode of obtaining a donation on local
Relief Committees, in which (Articles 25 to 27) the
Minute of the
I am also to draw your attention to the Treasury
subscriptions is pointed out.
all food provided with a Rebel bund to
that
requires,
which
inclosed),
(copy
31st Auo-ust last
at market prices.
which a donation is made by Government, shall be sold
direction of Government, is
This rule which applies only to Relief Committees formed by
application
of charity
the
respect
to
with
Government
not intended'to convey the opinion of the
Government Relief Committees Irom becoming
funds in assisting the poor, but to restrict the
of the most injurious forms of relief under
administrators of°relief in aid of wages (which was one
interference with trade prices, that would
the late English Poor-Law), and also to prevent an
country must mainly depend for supplies.
which
the
on
the
competition
check
tend
to
necessarily
the rule and your ComThe husbanding of the Relief Funds also requires an observance of
;

labouring
conducive
cannot
throughout the long term of distress now only comthe district to keep up a supply of food
the fund to be exhausted in
mencing, and sell it at a fair trade price, instead of allowing
price.
affording a merely temporary assistance by selling under cost
that must soon exhaust the iund,
Sales at reduced prices would necessarily invite a pressure
if the relief had not been
than
condition
worse
be
in
a
would
supplied
so
families
and then the
been discouraged, so that only a
as all extension of the trade supplies would have
fail to

mittee

consider

it

population in

to the interests of the

more

afforded,

......

limited stock of food would remain for future subsistence.
the cheapest kind of food available in the
It is recommended to your Committee to provide
place it for sale, with
which relief can be afforded without loss to the fund, and to
district,

an

by

amount sufficient to repay the first
individual of character, fixing the price for him, at an
cent, for storing and selling.
with all charges, and a commission allowance of 51. per

cost,

Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. O’Sullivan.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

Dublin

Castle,

November 26, 1846.

Having

Commissary-General Sir Randolph
laid your letter of the 24th instant before
recommended to sell the food
directed to state, that all Relief Committees are

Routh, I am
provided by them at prices
J.

charges, and 5Z. per cent,
be placed
It is also recommended that the food should
in addition, for storing and selling.
allowing them the commission of 51. per cent.
with individuals of character, to be sold in this way,
sufficient to repay the

Mr. Stanley

to

with

first cost,

all

Mr. Knox.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

Dublin

Castle,

November 27, 1846.
necessity of commencing

Referring to your letter in which attention is drawn to the
County Donegal, « in consequence of the number
the Public Works for the Barony of Raphoe,
have been thrown out of employment at the
of persons, hitherto employed as farm servants, who

^ T am di rented

to suggest that application

to the engineer of the

the

should be

Board of Works now

made

for

in the district,

the purpose,

m the

and subsequently,

first instance,

if necessary, to

Board of Works.

Mr. Stanley

to Lieut.-Colonel

Douglas.

Commissariat Relief Office, Dublin Castle,
November 26, 1846.
he concurs in the
Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh begs to state that
barony
Relief Committees in the same
opinion expressed in your letter of the 25th instant, that
minted .for it,
usually entitled to send applicants for employment to the Relief Works
i

piloted Ins ru

18th Article of the
out he recommends' that the course indicated by the
decide on the number to be emp y
followed namelv, that the officer of Public Works should
population requmiigrellt^
from each Relief District, having reference to the extent of the
for a ceitain
The officer of the Board of Works should first call on each Committee
the Committees lists.
labourers, and then issue tickets to the persons named in

of
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to the above.

December 18, 1846.
Write to Sir R. Routh with reference to the following entry in the abstract
correspondence from the 26th to the 28th November last, and desire
he will instruct the Inspecting Officers of the district to ascertain and
what the causes were which led to the persons referred to being thrown
out of employment.
of his

that

report

Number.

County.

7616

Donegal.

—

Barony of Raphoc. Committee draw attention to the necessity of commencing the
Public Works for this Barony in consequence of the number of persons, hitherto
employed as farm servants, who have been thrown out of employment at the November term of hiring.

Also state that the landlords and farmers concerned should be warned of the
consequences to themselves and to their country of neglecting to take
ensure the cultivation of the land.

disastrous

proper steps to

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin , December 14, 1846.
have the honour to lay before you, for the information of the
my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the
return of the Commissariat depots in Ireland, and also a statement
amount of donations and of the sums subscribed up to the 12th

I

Honourable

Right

weekly
of the
instant.

Enclosure.
Donations issued under Authority of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant
Committees in aid of Subscriptions.

Na

Dale.

Amount of

of Committee.

1846.
Dec.

7

,,

5
5
5
5

,,
,,

,,
».
,,

5
5
5
5

Amount brought, forward
Tarbert District, County Kerry

....
....

Murher District, County Kerry
Knockanure District, County Kerry
Ballylongford District, County Kerry .
Kinsale District, County Cork
Collinstown District, County Westmeath
.

.....
.

,,

8

,,

10
10

Castleblaney District, County Monaghan
Parsonstown District, King’s County .
Doneraile District, County Cork
Clonbroney District. County Longford
Skreen District, County Sligo

..

11

Kenry

,,

11

Blackrock and Stillorgan District, County Dub-

,,

.

....

District,

County Limerick

.

.

....

Relief

to

Amount

Donation.

of

Subscription.

£.
s.
5,387 11
90 0
85 O
54 0

d.

115 0
180 0
35 0
172 10
200 0
189 0
31 10
27 10
185 0
245 0

0
0
0
0

0
0

£
10,963
180

0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

s.

d.

1

1

2
169 19
109 15

2
0
0

230 19
360 2
71 17

0
6
6

345 15
400 0
378 3
63 0
55 13
371 0
490 19

0
0

0
0
0

0
0

lin.

,,

11

Dunamanagh

,,

11

Carne and Lady’s
Wexford.

District,

County Tyrone

Island

District,

County

68 0
54 10

0
0

7,119 11

0

136 11
109 0

R. J. Routh, Commissary- General.
Dublin Castle, December 14, 1846.
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Weekly State of

Provisions, &c.,

Depots

in the several

the

1

in

Ireland, on the Evening of Saturday,

2th December, 1846.
Wheat- Barley

Indian Corn Meal.

Corn in Quarters
of Eight Bushels each.

In Port.

Oatmeal.

Biscuit.

280 lbs.

J^lbs.

Bags,
112 lbs.

7,190
116
525
1,388

29

Rye.

Meal.

.

Meul.

In Store.

Egyptian
IV lirat.

Depots.
In Port. In Store.

Limerick
Banaglier
Kilrush

With

Sacks,

Millers.

280

lb's.

....
....
....

“ Madagascar,” on 5th
December.
Haulbowline
Skibhereen
Dingle
Cahirciveen

Galway

.

Westport, on

616

754

De-

5 th

cember.
Clifdeu
Sligo
Ballina

Longford
Castlerea

Dublin

",

C
lbs’.

280

lbs.

Quarters.

Quartern,

654

1,010
652
143
1,343
10

9

48

24

8
*

.

•

....
....
....

"is

1,903

196

*864

816

*500

H8

1,518

6,361

148

401

16

16

1,456

....

1,284'

131

293
360
133

151

Roscommon
Killybegs

1

384

*250
964
1,459
222
3,141
630

.

S

2 S0

1,424

630

3,327

1,402

*414

120
896
960

Dunfanaghy

616

151

20,809

474

401

Shipments during the Week.
Sligo to

Do.

to

Burton Port
Killybegs

.....14,,

80 tons Indian meal.

.

•

•

94

> >

tons.

Recapitulation of Remains on 12th December, 1846.
5,480 quarters Indian corn, at 5 each
21,425 sacks Indian corn meal, at 8 „
at 8
,
1,518 sacks oatmeal,
at 20
,
6,361 bags biscuit,
at 8
,
148 sacks rvheaten meal,

407 sacks barley meal,
414 quarters rye,

at

8

at

5

1,284 qrs. Egyptian wheat,

at

5

On

1,096

.

tons.

2,6184-

189}
318
18*
50 *

*

,

,

transit

Total

.

•

„
„
„
„

94;

„
„

256}
94

„
„

4,7966*

tons.

R. J. Routii, Commissary- General.
Dublin

Castle,

December 14, 1846.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin, December

1

4,

1846.

hogshead of rice,
The Lord Lieutenant has asked me to procure for him a
aterfor pe
be shipped from Liverpool to
or rather three to four cwt, to
undertake it.
Will you have the goodness to ask Mr. hnchsen to
steamer.
whose care it is to be addressed
account will be paid by his Lordship’s agent, to
jave me.
1 enclose the. memorandum which he
,
Pelltown, Waterford.
4800 tons.
„
You will see by our return to-day our remains are about
20tl July
about 8000 tons, and on.the
last season our issues on 22nd May with
It is tiue.
but for the purchases then made.

W

We

we

should have exhausted
1
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more divided than

it is this year, and a subdivision of stores always requires a
I think there are still some large cargoes in the large towns in the
North of the United States, which will reach us this winter, and we shall get
some further supply from the Southern States but I think we ought to have 8000
tons at least, aad we might lodge 2000 tons, or more, at Haulbowline, rather than
engage more store room. We have still the “Manchester” to expect at Galway,
and the “ Leo,” and there may be something on its way from Malta. There will
be a severe pull on us in February and March and April, and you cannot expect
the spring arrivals before the end of May.
It is impossible yet to form a judgment, but I much doubt if we shall keep our

larger stock.

;

depots closed after the 15th January, or at furthest the 1st February.

Deputy- Assistant Commissary-General

Gem

to

Deputy Commissary-General

Dob ree.
Burtonport December 14, 1846.
,

The

only thing I fear is, that the people might be irritated when in a
starving condition, as they are at this moment, if they saw meal in our stores and
not issued to them.
I must beg to call your attention to the fact, that the people
here at Dungloe, and all around, are almost in a state of starvation.
The roads to
Letterkenny and Stranorlar, through the mountains, are nearly impassable from
the very deep falls of snow, and carts that went to the former place for meal were
obliged to return, they not being able to get any.
I think that some issues ought
to be made to the wretched people.
The Island of Arranmore is even worse than the main land. If the Committees
have been able to make any subscriptions, I suppose our issues will not long be
delayed.
The people here are certainly depending on our issues, and are actually in the
first stage of famine.
If we keep stores of meal here without issuing, I could
not answer for what a famished multitude would do.

Sir R.

Routh

to

The

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle,

Dublin, December 15, 1846.

I find myself obliged to issue about 560 sacks of Indian corn meal from
Banagher. It was one of the heated cargoes last summer, and was ground at
Banagher by Coffin’s orders, but not kiln dried. It is good now, but it has a
very slight bitter flavour, the result of the corn having been heated. It is still
very saleable, but it would not be safe to keep it, and I have given orders to
dispose of it.
I wish you would consider that little important word quantiti/.
When the
seed is put into the ground there will be no farm labour, and the demand from
the Committees will be very great. February, March, April, and nearly the
whole of May will be severe months, and no home produce of any moment to
rely upon.
I think we ought not to start with a less quantity than 8000 tons,
and that quantity last year only lasted two months. The trade is more alive to
the demand this year, and will furnish their share, but I cannot estimate any
less quantity for those four months than what I have named.
You will observe that the two depots of Clifden and Belmullet are such
unusual ports of consignment, that they will depend nearly altogether on us, and
I recommend Messrs. Erichsen to prepare a second cargo like those (at least
in quantity) now on their voyage, but not arrived.
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Pray inform

me

if

the barley meal and the whole wheaten meal consigned

me

are kiln-dried.
,
TT n
t
i
you will have the goodness to consider Haulbowline as a good
required.
reserve depot for a quantity lrom 2000 to 4000 tons as
the estimate to 31st
shall be quite ready at three days’ notice to make up
date. On all
December, twenty-four hours after we receive the accounts to that
to

I

.

be°- also

We

we have the reins in hand.
of the 6intention to make a large subMr. Labouchere was speaking to
was his opinion that
scription in London and England generally, adding that it
Local Committee
such subscriptions should be confided to and distributed by a

these points

me

year

m

the

assembled in Dublin, and quoting the same course adopted
I believe that these fmids were distributed to the
tribution of the Indian funds.
heard that any
Committees, and added to the Committee Fund, but I never
think its distriaccount was required or rendered. I confess therefore that I
accountability could, be
bution through a Government channel, by which this
exercised, would
ensured, and a certain superintendence or rather surveillance
subscriptions.
the
object
of
the
to
reach
likely
more
and
be a safer course
last

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Castle, Dublin,

I

send you

dis-

December

15, 1846.

by
enclosed the additional Instruction to Committees, ordered
Mr. Labouchere, which has this minute been received

the Lord Lieutenant and
from the printer’s.

Enclosure.

Additional Instructions to Committees.
destitute persons to workhouses
In consequence of the applications in many Unions of
generally amongst the populawhich are unable to receive them, and the want which prevails
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is
tion of those districts where the poor-houses are full,
to subscriptions made in such localities;
desirous of giving a more extended encouragement
so, the Commissary-General will
and, where the circumstances of the case warrant his doing
exceeding the amount subbe authorised to recommend, on the usual application, a sum not
district.
scribed, having reference to the extent of destitution in each

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
December 15, 1846.

to the Relief
We entirely approve of your circular letters on this subject
comprehending
Committees and Inspecting Officers but other final instructions,
advisable to adopt, should be
all that has since been suggested which it would be
of Works as
prepared when you have come to an understanding with the Board
employed.
to the agency to be
KbaciaWe have arranged with Lord Auckland that the “ Stromboli and
employed m
manthus” reinforced, if necessary, by sailing-vessels—-should be
;

—

points at whicft
conveying the produce of the Admiralty and other mills to the
oi mea
required in Ireland and Scotland, and believing that an early supply
will at once
would be acceptable for your depots from Skibbereen upwards, I

it is
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request his Lordship to have the “ Stromboli” laden with a portion of the meal
we have ready at Plymouth, and to send her on this service ; and I shall be
obliged to you to inform me, by return of post, in what proportions you would
wish it to be left at the different depots.

Pray

also

inform

to different depots

plied

which

may

me

specifically

on the western

what

meal you wish to have sent
and which depots you wish to be sup-

qualities of

coast,

first.

You

from a communication from Mr. Ibbetson, a copy of
that the first ship load of meal from the Malta mills

will be glad to see,
I

send you to-day,

shortly be expected in the “ Shannon.”

Mr. Corcoran brought me to-day the French hand-mill which I ordered
some time ago, and I requested him to send it you at once by a steamer about
It throws off a larger quantity of flour than any I have seen yet, and
to start.
works easily with two men. If you have any orders for local Committees, you
cannot do better than to get them executed through Mr. Corcoran.
The last being a local scarcity, we were able to keep down prices by pouring
in the abundance of other quarters ; but this being general, if prices were artificially lowered, the result would be a rapid consumption of our insufficient stock
of food, which would lead to much worse consequences hereafter.
To recur to the subject of the Relief Works, we are inclined to think that it
would not be advisable to allow the names of persons leaving the Public Works
to attend to the cultivation of the land to be retained on the list, and that if they
are subsequently employed,

it should be a matter of separate
consideration,
according to the circumstances of the time.
Any person refusing to work for the farmers, when offered the same rate of
wages as in the Public Works, or having left another employment without permission, should certainly be immediately discharged.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin December 16, 1846.
I begin to see that the plan of inspecting officers will throw a vast accumulation of correspondence upon me, which I hope I may be able to meet.
send you the letters as I have done they must remain here
one or two days. In the midst of all this I must be careful that it does not
draw me too much away from the Commissariat part of my duties, which must
be first attended to, and I must confess I have my apprehensions about quantity.
The want of shipping is so great in the United States that they never will have
the means of sending the half of what they could supply. Have we no old 74’s
that might be employed for a trip on such a duty.
Some unusual step must be
taken to prevent our being surprised by a real famine. To be secure against
such a calamity, no one would complain even if our pledge were partially infringed.
With 4,800 tons in store, I am really afraid of the result. Pray,
therefore, do not think me importunate or troublesome if I repeat to you my
anxiety to see a further reserve of as much more in the naval magazines at
Haulbowline.
I was much pleased to hear that the Treasury were going to advance money
to proprietors to improve their own estates.
This is meeting the danger in face,
and I shall be most anxious to see the terms. I am very mucli pleased with
,

It is impossible to

\

this decision.
I know nothing of the person employed in County Kerry that you speak of.
We have only three persons employed, who had been previously serving with
Mr. Hewetson Mr. Plughes, whom you know, and Mr. Hill, employed last
season at Cork, and Mr. Nash, who was in a merchant’s counting house at Cork
and C. C. M‘Clint.ock goes down to-morrow night from my office to take charge

—

at Castleton Beerhaven.

All our out-ports are
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County Donegal. I presume you approve of the course adopted last year of
appointing the temporary clerks at 5s. locally ; and if in this or in any other way
once that I may desist,
I am overstepping your intentions, pray inform me at
for the last thing I wish is patronage.
I have just been called bv Mr. Labouchere, who is very anxious about the
reports from Skibbereen, and desired me to add a 100/. to the Ceylon subscripcharitable means
tion, and to apply it at once to the relief of the poor in such
I write, therefore, this night to Commissary-General
as can be suggested.
Hewetson to detach Mr.Inglis to Skibbereen, where he will meet Captain Reid,
a plan
to whom I also write, and, in conjunction with Mr. Hughes, to organize
organized
and I
it
is
there
until
remain
to
and
distress,
for the relief of the
have written to Captain Reid to proceed to Baltimore, Skull and Crookhaven,
;

and in like manner to relieve the destitution there. Both Mr. Inglis and Captain
Reid are to report daily, as well as Mr. Hughes, on the departure of the former,
and Mr. Hughes is exactly the man to be useful on such occasions.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

Treasury, December 18, 1846.

Mr. Adams presented himself at the Treasury yesterday, and will proceed to Ireland after he has undergone a short preparation. I expect that he
will render you valuable assistance, and I think your plan is to keep him at
head quarters to support you in conducting your immensely voluminous correspondence.
Another officer, Captain Bellew, late of the East India Company’s service,
has been recommended by Lord Lansdowne, and will proceed to Dublin, to
place himself under your orders as soon as he has read the correspondence.
I now proceed to notice the remarks in your letters of the 12th, 15th, and
16th instant, in the order in which they occur.
Three hundred and seventy tons of barley meal are now being shipped to
Dublin, over and above the supplies destined for that port, of which you had
received advice when you wrote your letter to me of the 12th instant and as
freight had been already engaged for this additional quantity by ordinary
Dublin traders, who would not undertake the voyage to the western coast of
Y ou will, I hope, be able to
Ireland, their destination could not be changed.
store the whole at Banagher and Longford, which may then be considered as
safe for some time to come, or, at the worst, a portion of it may remain for a
;

time at Dublin.
I have already stated to you the objection to our storing meal at Haulbowline.
If we were prepared to undertake the responsibility of supplying that part of
Ireland, it would be a convenient arrangement, but as it is, it would inevitably
place us in a false and painful position. Deptford, and still more, Portsmouth and Plymouth, are, with the assistance of the Admiralty steamers,
available as store-houses, and then there are the store ships on the west of
Ireland, which, excepting the one in the Shannon, are not yet filled, and our

which may be increased, if necessary.
I have requested Mr. Erichsen to send another cargo of a hundred tons of
Indian meal from Plymouth to Clifden, and the same to Belmullet, and if
there should be a difficulty in obtaining shipping at Plymouth, other measures
will immediately be taken for the same purpose.
I await the intimation of your wishes regarding the “Rhadamanthus,” and il
Clifden and Belmullet may be considered as havmg been sufficiently supplied
for the present, by the two cargoes already sent, and the two additional cargoes

store-houses on shore

now about to be sent, this large steam-vessel will be able to leave supplies at
any of the other minor depots at which they may be immediately required.
for the supply of the Scotch depots, will, I hope,

The arrangements made
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place us at ease in regard to

them for some time to come, in which case the
“ Rhadamanthus ” and “Stromboli” will be appropriated to carrying
meal from
Plymouth to your depots.
The whole of the barley meal and wheaten meal consigned

to

you

is

kiln

dried.

You ask me to consider that important word “quantity.” I can assure you
it has occupied our anxious attention ever since the commencement
of
our operations. Our own purchases have, as I have more than once informed
you, been carried to the utmost limit, short of seriously raising the price in the
that

London market and the quantity secured is so large, that it must have had this
effect, if we had not carefully watched our opportunities, and availed ourselves
of every opening which enabled us to forward our object without acting directly
;

upon

prices.

You have 4800 tons in store, and you will see from the accompanying estimate
that you may expect about 2 770 tons more in the course of the next month;
making altogether 75 70 tons, besides the current produce of our mills, which I
calculate at about 1000 tons a month, but as this is divided between Scotland
and Ireland, you must not expect the whole of it.
You observe that you ought not to open your depots with a less quantity than
8,000 tons, that that quantity last year only lasted two months, and that February, March, April, and nearly the whole of May, will be severe months.
If we open our depots in the unrestricted manner we did last year, five
times the above-mentioned quantity would not be sufficient to prevent them
from becoming prematurely exhausted, leaving the people to all the horrors of
a real famine, unmitigated by the degree of private exertion which would have
taken place if we had not interfered.
It is to be feared, that although February, March, April, and May, will be
severe months, June, July, and August will be severer still.
These opinions are founded partly upon our experience last year, and partly
upon the numerous indications which reach us on the best official and other
authority from various parts of Ireland ; and as the experience of the past is a
matter of positive fact and certainty, I have had those parts of the printed cor-

respondence which bear upon this part of the subject selected and reprinted, and
send copies for your use, and that of your principal officers.
As the great pressure upon our depots last season, took place in the months
of June and July, I presume that in excepting these months from those which
require the most serious attention, you are influenced by the expectation of the
arrival of large supplies from America.
That large supplies will arrive, there can be no doubt ; but on the other hand,
the almost entire destruction of the accustomed food of four or five millions of
people, is a new phenomenon, the effects of which have yet to be seen.
small
country like Holland, may derive great part of its sustenance from abroad, but
as some of the gentlemen in the North of Ireland have lately remarked at their
meetings, for a numerous people like the Irish to be fed from foreign countries,
is a thing unheard of.
I hope it may turn out on trial to be easier than I expect,
but my fears are stronger than my hopes.
The ordinary mercantile machinery even of the greatest trading nation in the
world, is unequal to such a novel emergency, as is proved by the quantity of
corn stored at Odessa, New York, and elsewhere, for the conveyance of which
to Ireland ships cannot be obtained
and will it be much better in the spring,
;
in the face of the competition of the spring trade ?
And even supposing it to
have arrived on the shores of Ireland, in sufficient quantity, can it be brought
into consumption in all the different parts of the interior in sufficient time to
meet the wants of the people?
The ordinary social machinery by which the necessary supplies of food are
distributed in other countries is, as you well know, lamentably deficient in Ireland ; but the only available means of gradually creating such a machinery
have been adopted by the establis hment of Relief Committees to provide food
in each locality, and sell it in detail at not less than cost price.
The practical conclusion is, that you must carefully watch the sales from our
depots and keep them under an effectual check, taking care, in every possible
case, to adhere to the rule of
placing the local Committees between us and
the people, in order to prevent that direct pressure of the populace upon our
stores which must speedily exhaust them, and to draw out the resources of
I will shortly

A
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In the execution of this
country before we make our own issues.
firmness and to
important duty you must be prepared to act with great
while others only look
incur much obloquy but you should remember that,
look to the future, and that any
to their immediate wants, you are bound to
compared to the just
nothing
you
is
as
upon
present abuse that may be heaped
Government
reprehension to which you would be liable, both on the part of

tlie

;

exhausted. Any
and the public, if you were to allow your depots to become
immediate sufficiency followed
dole, however inadequate, would be better than
by subsequent total destitution.
going on
These principles must be kept in view in reference to what is now
there, we might
issue
lavish
by
a
commence
were
to
at Skibbereen, for if we
_

adopt a safe course elsewhere.
observance of our
attach the highest public importance to the strict
competition with our
pledge, not to send orders abroad which would come into
find

difficult to

it

We

merchants and upset all their calculations.
steamer, the iiirkenI am happy to inform you that another Admiralty
“ Rhadamanthus,” will be
“
head,” much larger than either the Stromboli” or
these three will
placed at our disposal for the conveyance of our meal; and
and certainty,
be more than sufficient to convey, with remarkable promptness

the places at
the whole produce of our naval and other mills in this country to
it may be required in Ireland and Scotland.
ordinarily
Captain Hamilton is to send me a naval officer, Captain Baynton,
to assist us
employed in the Admiralty surveys, who, he says, is well qualified
in Ireland, as one of your inspecting officers.
Parliament
The estimate we want is one precisely similar to that furnished to
estimate from the 15th ol last
at the close of last session, carrying on that
you can,
August to the 15th of next August. Pray let me have this as soon as
according to the best data at your disposal.
continued to forward the plan of a private subscription, as iar as it lay

which

.

I

.

have

my power, both in Ireland and England, and Sir George Grey has rendered
more powerful assistance ; I think it will be brought to bear. The only
instead of the propoint on which I am disposed to modify my opinion, is that
distributed
duce of the subscription being handed over to you at once, to be
I think it must
by you among the Relief Committees where it is most required,
London, at the disbe placed by a Committee, to be formed for the purpose in
dealt with by them as
posal of another independent Committee in Dublin, to be
may be arranged between the two Committees; but I have no doubt that the
reference to
money will be actually appropriated according to your advice, with
of the country, almost
the information centralised in your office from all parts
first instance; this modification
as much as if it were handed over to you in the
doubt of your
of my opinion, I need not add, is not in the least owing to auy
nature of such a
being equal to the task, but to a more full consideration of the
occasions.
private subscription, and of the established practice on such

in
his

Deputy-Assistant Commissary-General

Gem

to

Deputy Commissary-General

Dobree.
Burtonport, December 16, 1846.
people
the honour to inform you that the distress of the wretched
they can get
Something ought to be done for them
here is heart-rending.
The carters have stopped bringing supplies. If I had
nothing to purchase.
absolutely being
authority, I could sell the Indian corn as fast as the meal, there
on seanothing in the place for food. The people in Arranmore Island are living
tins
suggest that the “ Warrior,” on her arrival (she left this harbour
I

have

;

weed. I
The roads
morning), be dispatched here with meal for the relief of the people.
through the mountains are nearly impassable.
to keep corn in tne
It strikes the people as being very unfeeling on our part
good policy
without issuing it of course the reason is obvious, that it is not
.

store
to issue except

them

;

convince
from full stores. I am endeavouring, as far as I can, to
not reason
of this, but I have found that a man with an empty stomach will

soundly.
_
I would think little of
I hope I may soon get authority to issue.
by issuing from morning until night, I could relieve their distress.
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Mr. Trevelyan.

Admiralty December 16, 1846.
I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to
state,
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury,
that
the “ Rhadamanthus” steam-vessel has been ordered to proceed from Woolwich to
Portsmouth and Plymouth, lor the purpose of receiving on board Indian corn
meal, or other provisions, and to convey them to Tobermory, in the Isle of Mull
and my Lords request to know whether any further supplies are to be sent from
Plymouth to Scotland, in order that Pier Majesty’s steam vessels “ Stromboli” and
“ Rhadamanthus” may be sent back to Plymouth to receive it on board.
,

Treasury Minute on

the above.

December 18, 1846.
to the Secretary of the Admiralty that their Lordships are of
opinion
Stromboli” and “ Rhadamanthus” should be entirely appropriated to the
conveyance to Ireland and Scotland of the meal ground at the Admiralty mills
at
Deptford, Portsmouth, and Plymouth, and at the private mills which have
been
hired on or near the River Thames, and that the above-mentioned vessels
should,
if possible, be reinforced by another powerful steamer
and that as soon as anv of
;
these vessels have delivered a cargo, they should immediately return to take
another
and that as Portsmouth and Plymouth are nearest to the points to which the meal
has to be conveyed, and mercantile freight is more difficult to be procured there
the meal in store at those places should be taken by the Admiralty vessels
in

Write

that the “

on the Thames.
Request that if the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty should see no objecthey will make arrangements accordingly.

preference to that in store at the mills
tion,

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Communication

referred to by the Under Secretary for Ireland to the CommissaryGeneral, from the 30th November to 2nd December, 1846.

County.

Locality, &c.

—

Kilboline Committee forward resolutions to the effect :
That if the
Public Works presented were now put in progress, relief
would
be afforded to the able-bodied, but many aged and infirm left
destitute ; and that, as foreign supplies cannot arrive for six
weeks, and
subscriptions sufficient to meet the wants of the people cannot
be raised, the Committee call upon Government to purchase
and
distribute provisions, suggesting that mortgagees and annuitants
should be made to bear a just proportion of the expenses of the
relief measures.
Informed that the attention of the Board of Works has been drawn by the
Under
Secretary to the resolution with respect to the employment of persons for whom
it is
necessary, but that funds have not been placed at the disposal of Government
for oratuitous distribution, either in money or food, as the Committee propose; and that,
in°ihe
present state of the law, mortgagees and annuitants cannot be made to participate
in the
expense of the relief measures.
I

3
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from 30th November

to

2nd December, 1846, both days

inclusive.

—APPLICATIONS for grants.

I

Locality, &c.

Ballina Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions, amountin<r to 300/. 19s., and solicit a grant in aid.

Mayo, Barony of
Tirawley

.

.

recommended.
Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions,
amounting to 50 A 10s., and solicit a grant in aid.
25/. recommended.
Upper Larah Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions,
amounting to 33 /. 5s. 6 d., and solicit a grant in aid.
167. 10s. recommended.
Kildare Commiltee forward a certified list of subscriptions, amount150/.

BallinakiH

Galway, Barony of
Ballinahinch

.

Cavan, Barony of
Tullygarvey
Kildare,

Barony of

ing to 334/., and

East Offally

solicit

a grant in

aid.

166/. recommended.
Inniskee! and Lower Killybegs Committee forward a certified list
of subscriptions, amounting to 12/. 15s., and solicit a graut in

Donegal, Baronies of

Boylagh and Banagh

recommended.
Ballycanew Committee forward a resolution requesting to be informed whether a second donation is made on collection of addi61. 6s.

,

tional subscriptions.

,

of the printed instroctions,
Attention is drawn to the S5tli, 26th, and 27th articles
collected lor the
which point out the mode of obtaining a donation on local subscriptions
instructions ; observing
present period of distress, and to be applied conformably with the
subscriptions are collected after a donation has been obtained,
that

when

additional

another will be

recommended on transmission of a

further subscription

list.

subCloncurry Commiltee, stating that in proposing to employ the
at 3 d. per stone
scriptions collected in providing meal for sale
under market price; they did not consider that this is prohibited
by the Treasury Minute of 31st August last, having understood
” therein, to
the words “ as nearly as possible to market prices
imply that there might be a moderate reduction in the price, and
therefore pray that their inadvertent error will not disentitle them

Kildare, Barony of
East Offally

to a donation, as granted in other cases.
a grant, is apprised
Informed that in every case a Relief Committee, on receiving
shall be applied in strict conthat it is made on condition that the whole Relief Fund
Commissary-General is prepared to
formity to the printed instructions; also, that the
fund, on
recommend a donation, upon the same condition, in aid of the Committee s
regulations require.
beino- apprised that the fund will be applied as the Government
having
on the 19th ultimo
Villierstown Committee.—The chairman
.
Waterford
.
.
that a donation
notified the illness of the treasurer, and requested
then recommended might, when sanctioned, be remitted to himsigned
by the
forwarded,
since
self, and a receipt having been
I

chairman of the day, a letter is written to his lordship, inquiring
whether the money should be issued according to this receipt or
as at present proposed.
sale of
Geashill Committee forward a resolution with respect to the
destimeal, giving Sub-Committees authority, in cases of entire
are
tution, to issue meal without payment, and inquiring if they
therefore precluded from obtaining a donation in aid of local subarticles of the
The attention of the Committee is drawn to the 25th, 26th, and 27th
last (enclosed),
y
printed instructions, also to the Treasury Minute of 31st August
which Government
which it will be observed (at A) that all food provided with a fund to
therefore recommay contribute must be sold at the market prices, and stating that it is
means
mended to Committees to buy the cheapest kind of food, and resort to such other
labourers’ earnings ; a so, o
as they can apply for placing subsistence within reach of
sale at prices fixer or
for
character,
individuals
of
placed
food
so
provided
with
have the
allowance
them sufficient to repay the first cost, with all charges, including a commission
gratuitous relief, it can
of 5/. per cent, for storing and selling. That, with respect to the
poor, o n
only be given when the Union workhouse is full, and then only to the infirm
proof of actual inability to perform a task of labour in any way.
and
Burrishoole Committee state that they have collected 25/.,
Mayo .
solicit

a grant

The

in aid.

attention of the

and 27 of the printed

Roscommon

.

.

.

|

n- or
Commiltee is directed to articles 25, 20 ,
mode in
Iinstructions, pointing out the

e
to
which a donation is to be obtained on local subscriptions
applied conformably to the Regulations.
Ballin tuber Committee solicit aid towards their funds, &c.
ona ion
in foregoing case, observing that a

Reference made to the Instructions, as
except in ai
cannot in any case exceed one- half of the amount subscribed, or be given
con orma y
of subscriptions collected for the present period of distress, to be applied
with the Instructions.
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I.— APPLICATIONS
County,

No.

1819

continued.

Locality, &c.

....

Queen’s

385
continued.

FOR GRANTS

Durrow Committee

solicit a grant in aid of 150Z. to be applied in
purchasing Indian corn meal for distribution among the most

destitute poor.

1831

Informed that they can employ the Relief Fund, when augmented by a Government
donation, in giving gratuitous relief to the actually infirm poor while the workhouse of
the Union is full ; referred to an enclosed copy of the Instructions, also of the Treasury
Minute of 31st August last, and apprised that a donation will be recommended on the
transmission of a subscription list in the way required, if the Committee will undertake
to apply the fund conformably to the regulations of Government.
Cork
Clonakilty Committee inquire with respect to the donation in aid of
I

|

local subscriptions.

Informed, with an apology for delay, that the donation on local subscriptions cannot
exceed the ratio of one-half; referred to the Instructions, also the Treasury Minute of
31st of August last, and apprised that on transmission of a list of subscriptions a grant
be recommended, on condition that the fund shall be applied conformably with the
regulations, which admit of gratuitous relief to the actually infirm poor, when the workhouse is full and no task of labour can be performed.
Treasury Chambers .
Notification of a reply to the Bandon Relief Association.
Tipperary
.
Tipperary Committee inquire whether gratuitous relief given to the
.
.
actually destitute while the Union workhouse is full disentitles
will

1832
1813

them to Government aid to their subscriptions.
Informed that gratuitous relief given to the actually infirm poor while the workhouse
not preclude the Committee from obtaining a grant on local subscriptions, but
that the Treasury Minute of 31st August last requires the food provided with Relief
to be sold at market prices, and that if the Committee will undertake to conform

is full will

Funds

Government

to the

regulations, a donation will

II.—APPLICATIONS
No.

be recommended.

RELATIVE TO DEPOTS, MEAL, FOOD,

County.

&c.

Locality, &c.
|

1186

Galway

1311

Galway

«...

1818

Sligo

•

1190

Longford

•

•

•

Clifden Committee inquire if they can be supplied with Indian
corn meal from the Commissariat depdt, or if the food will
be purchased elsewhere for the Committee, to be paid for on

.

delivery.

•

•

See answer annexed.
Clifden Committee request an issue of about 30 tons of wheaten or
other meal.
Deposited with the preceding letter.
Upper half Barony of Leyny. Committee forward a resolution.
proposing that meal be stored by Government at Tubbercurry, as
a reserve in case of snow.

—

•

See answer annexed.
Lancsboro' Committee complain that the local Commissary officer
refuses to take back the unsound portion of a ton of biscuit bought

....

at the

1309

1564

1165

Longford depOt.

Requested to apply again to Deputy Assistant CommissaryGeneral Campbell, at Longford.
Lieutenant of county recommends that supplies be kept up in the
depots at Sligo and Ballina, County Mayo.
Referred to the arrangements which must be perceived to be in progress, and which
it is hoped will satisfy him that it is fully intended to provide in both places the
means of
assisting local exertions in supplying food ; but observing that it is, at the same time, to
be borne in mind that the Government depots are only intended as auxiliaries, not as the
chief source of maintenance for the population ; so that all available local means of meeting the present exigency must be employed with as much energy as the occasion requires.
Galway
Garumna, &c., Islands. Correspondent recommends that a depfit
be established at the Killeen Constabulary Barrack or the Letter
more Coast Guard Station, for supplying the islands and coasts
of Kilkerran Bay.
Informed that it is not in contemplation to form a depot in those places, and that the
Relief Committee should employ whatever funds can be collected, either by subscriptions
or loans, in providing a supply of food, to be sold at prices which will maintain the fund
undiminished, and enable the Committee to use it constantly through the period of distress in purchasing successive supplies of food.
Kerry
.
Valencia Committee urge the necessity of issuing food for the poor
of this island from the Commissariat dep6t at Caherciveen.
Informed that the depots on the Kerry coast are not yet complete, but that Commissary-General Hewetson being charged
with the depot arrangements for Limerick, Clare, and Kerry, an
application should be made to him, by the Commit lee, at Limerick.
Sligo

....

—

...

I
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

Locality, &c.

County.

1

1111V Wexford

continued.

TO DEPOTS, MEAL, FOOD, &c.— continued.

II.—APPLICATIONS RELATIVE
No.

....

Gorey Committee request instructions as to arrangements proposed
by them for assisting persons to purchase food whose earnings are

1611)

not sufficient to provide the quantity requisite for their families.
Informed that this proposed arrangement involves a gratuitous
distribution of the Relief Fund, and a system ot task-work is

suggested as preferable.

III.— COMMUNICATIONS

No.

RELATIVE TO BERE, BARLEY,

&c.

Locality, &c.

County.

Barony

of

Templetogher Committee.

— Chairman

a return of

transmits

the

6822

Galway,

7302

Kerry

Kenmare Committee forward

7830

Clare

Noted on Abstract of Returns.
Kilrush Committee inquire as to the price of rye and seed here, and

Bally moe

.

.

1
.

J

extent of land

now

preparation for sowing seed rye, &c.
of Returns.

in

Noted on Abstract

a resolution conveying their opinion
that 1500J. worth of seed rye and barley, if imported into Kenmare, would be readily purchased at cost price.

also to whom it will be consigned.
Informed that th e seed rye and bere, purchased by Government, have not yet
arrived, as they app ear to have been shipped in sailing vessels, which are delayed by
unfavourable \veath<2 r, but that immediately on their arrival, the cost price and arrange-

ments

for distributioin will be

7347

Limerick, barony
Lower Connello

7303

Clare

'7647

Donegal

....

7784

Galway

....

1

.

/

announced.

Croagh Committe inquire as to the price of rye and bere, and if
300 or 400 stones would be sent to the district.
Similar answer as in preceding case.
Sixmile-bridge Committee request 300 stones of bere, and 100
stones of rye, with as little delay as possible.
Informed as in preceding cases.
Inver Committee apply for seed rye for 471 statute acres now in a
state of preparation, and inquire whether payment will be required

on delivery.

Answered as
be issued on
Inniscaltra

in

other cases, observing that the seed cannot

credit.

Committee apply

for seed bere

and

rye,

and complain

of delay.

Delay explained as

7178

Fermanagh

.

.

in preceding cases.

Lurg Committee iorward a

resolution applying for a supply of seed

rye, &c.

Usual answer.

Kilmoe Committee inquire whether seed com
on what terms.

will

be supplied, and

7789

Cork

7180

Limerick

....

7817

Leitrim

....

Usual answer.
Ballycahane Committee state that the people are much dissatisfied
at the delay made in forwarding the seed rye and bere.
Usual answer.
Carrigallen Committee forward a resolution applying for the seed

7811

Donegal

....

Fanet Committee apply

rye, &c., required for the district.

Usual answer.
any of the seed

and request if
purchased by Government, will be given

for a second registry book,

rye, &c.,

to this district.

Informed that the additional registry book required

is

dis-

patched.

7782

Usual answer as to the seed.
Killaraglit Parish Committee request attention

Sligo

to their former appli-

cation for seed rye, &e.

7565

Galway

«...

Usual answer as in preceding cases.
Kilconnell Committee inquire as to the cost price of the seed rye,
bere, &c., and if the supplies required will be delivered at
Ballinasloe.

Like answer to those in preceding cases.
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7654

— LOCAL

387
continued.

COMMITTEES, DISTRICTS,

County.

&c.

Locality, &c.

Tyrone

Leckpatrick Committee request to be permitted to act for
parish of
Leckpatrick alone.
Deposit, the arrangement proposed having been made.
Queen’s
Maryborough East Committee inquire as to the salary of Secretary
”
the fund, and the amount.
Informed, that it is left to each Relief Committee to determine whether
any salary
should he given to a. secretary, or whether the duty may not be performed by a
member
of the Committee, if allowed the occasional assistance of a copying clerk
; also apprised
that any salary given can only be paid out of a Relief Fund to be formed
in the manner
pointed out by the printed Instructions, there being no other source from
which it can be
drawn.

7875

Down, Barony of
Mourne

7796

Cork

Kilkeel District.— Lieutenant of county transmits a list of
1
the Commitlee for this district ; reserves the printed form of
.
.
.)
return of
Committees appointed until others are formed in the County
Down, and inquires if he has acted properly.
Informed that the names of the chairman and secretary of the Mourne
Committee
(Kilkeel) have been registered in this office as supplied in the list
transmitted, which
therefore is returned as a paper necessary for the chairman (if not already
supplied with
a copy), and observing that it will only be requisite to send to this office,
from time to
time, the names of the chairmen and secretaries on the forms provided
for that purpose.
I

Magourney (Coachford).
in this parish

A voluntary Relief Committee formed
apply for a soup boiler gratis, or funds to purchase

This application, addressed to the Poor Relief Committee for Ireland, having been
sent
Commissary-General, it is acknowledged, stating that as there appear to be several
voluntary associations for affording relief at present, the one for which the
application is
intended connot be distinguished by the address given it is suggested
;
to address the
Committee through the secretary, and with this view references are supplied
for
guidance.
to the

Kilkenny

....

—

Borough of Kilkenny. Correspondent furnishes the name of the
chairman and secretary of a Committee put in nomination by
the
Mayor of Kilkenny, for the Borough of Kilkenny.
The parlies are requested to forward to the Vice-Lieutenant of the City of Kilkenny
(W. F. Tighe, Esq., of Woodstock)— a list of the Relief Committee for the city constituted in the past season, as his sanction is necessary for its being reassembled,
pursuant
to the Treasury Minute of 31st August last, a copy of which is inclosed.
I

A communication

4/7801

Tipperary

.

5/7802 Tipperary

.

6/7812 Tipperary

.

S7S40 Tipperary

.

for the latter object is also

Clonmel Committee.

—

made

to the

Lieut. -Colonel

Vice-Lieutenant.

Douglas

reports the result

of

his attendance at a meeting of the Committee.
Original with Commissary- General.
Ardfinan Committee. Lieut.-Colonel Douglas reports upon the
proceedings of this Committee the difficulty of raising Relief
Funds, the necessity of rural labour, of discouraging the pressure on Public Works, utility of Loan Funds, employment
of
women, &c.
Originals with Commissary-General.
Clonmel District
Lieut.-Colonel Douglas requests copies of all
his Reports to Commissary-General; would wish for weekly
abstracts of the number of paupers in the various Unions, which
would cause the people to look beyond their own locality, &c.
The people of Cashel are clamorous, their wages on Public Works
being in arrear.
Original with Commissary-General.
•

—

—

—

Clogheen District. Lieut.-Colonel Douglas reports on state and
appearance of the district. States that the books of the Committee have been correctly kept, and that a subscription list is
about to be opened to sell food at a fair price. The Committee ask
to have the men’s wages raised from lOtf. to Is. per diem
referred
them to Board of Works. Js informed that the great bulk of
the home supply is in the hands of corn merchants.
The oat
crop is bad, and the state of the population wretched. Is informed on good authority that one-third the usual quantity of
wheat is not sown this year in the four surrounding baronies.
Original with Commissary-General.
Clogheen District. Lieut.-Colonel Douglas reports that the plundering of shops by the unemployed is likely to be repeated in
the absence of instant employment.
That the Committee consider the employment of 600 persons, iu additio n to 370 already
on the Public Works, as imperative.
;

9/7841
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continued.

Return of Correspondence, &c.

IV.—LOCAL COMMITTEES, DISTRICTS, &c
County.

No.

2 7842 Westmeath

continued.

Locality, &c.

.

.

Mullingar.

.

—

Officer,

reports,

that "the Committee having written to Board of Works, relative
Moycashel, &c.,
to the cutting of the Hill of Kenny, Barony of
and the population being in a state of destitution, he was re-

quested to write for the same object to the Commissary-General.
Original with Commissary-General.
Captain Reid, Inspecting Officer, reports, that the
Killarney.

—

7S70

Kerry

7769

Kilkenny

secretary of Killarney Committee stated to him that the Committee
would not allow Government to interfere with their proceedings,
having sought no Government aid, &c.

Original with Commissary-General.
in the County of the City of Kilkenny.—ViceLieutenant of county notifies the formation of a Committee for
this Relief District, and requests the necessary books, &c., may

....

Barony of Kilkenny,

be forwarded.
Noted, books, &c.,

sent.

V.—APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS, PAPERS,

&c.

Locality, &c.

County.

No.

Inspecting

Archer,

Lieut. -Colonel

Tipperary

.

.

.

7864

Tipperary

.

.

.

7862

Tipperary

Cashel Committee.— Correspondent, in reply to Circular of 30th
November, notifies the reassembling of this Committee by ViceLieutenant of county.
Noted, and books, &c., sent, 23rd November, 1846.
Moycarkey Committee.— Correspondent, in reply to Circular of 30th
November, notifies the reassembling of this Committee by ViceLieutenant of county.
Noted, and books, &c., sent.
In reply to Circular of 30th November, Correspondent states, that
Ballynaclough Committee is reassembled by Vice-Lieutenant of

7S63

Tipperary

...

Noted, and books sent.
Farnev Bridge Committee. In accordance with Circular of 30th
November, Correspondent states, this Committee has been re-

.

•

•

Finnoe Committee. Correspondent notifies that this Committee
has reassembled by authority of Vice-Lieutenant of county.

7860

county.

—

assembled by the Vice-Lieutenant of county.
Noted, books, &c., sent.

7S61

Tipperary

7865

Tipperary

.

.

.

7803

Tipperary

.

.

.

—

Noted.
Dalla and Killanaafe Committee.
and books, &c., requested.

— Similar

notification as foregoing,

Noted, and books sent.
Ardfinan Committee request books, &c.
Sent.

7763

Westmeath

Ballymore Committee request books, &c.

.

Barony of

7764

Galway,

7804

Donegal

Leitrim

.

.

}

.J

....

Sent.
Reassembling notified by the
Kilreede, Ballane, &c., Committee.
Vice- Lieutenant of county.
Noted, and books, &c., forwarded.
request copies of Instructions.

—

Raphoe and Clonleigh Committee
Sent.

VI.- REASSEMBLING-

OF COMMITTEES, &c.
Locality, &c.

County.

No.

....

7871

Dublin

7876

Tipperary

Glandelough and Calary Committee. Notification
change in the secretary of this Committee.
Noted.
Toomerara Committee request books, &c.

is

made of a

Sent.

Printed
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Cork

7805

Kildare

Clondrohid and Macroom Committee request books, &c.,
Committees.

....

for three

Sent.

Lieutenant of county furnishes names of chairmen and secretaries
of Relief Committees for districts of Ikealtry and Oughteranny,
and of Kelkea and Moone districts.
Noted, and books, &c. forwarded.
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continued.

YIII.— MISCELLANEO US.
Locality, &c.

Bansha.

Correspondent draws attention
neighbourhood.

to the great

want of a mill

7799

Tipperary

7000

Crossmaglen Committee, in reference to the application of their
Armagh
entitled to the donation of
fuu d, in aid of which they wish to be
Government, incjuire if they can employ it in the purchase of flax
for the purpose of employing females.
materials for employing feInformed that the application of a relief fund in providing
desirable, and nex t in utility to the providing
males in useful labour is considered to be very

.

.

.

in his

Informed that iron hand-mills capable of grinding wheat,
barley, Indian corn, &c., are on sale in this city, and that the
prices vary from. 3/. to 5/.

....

of a store of food for sale.

Minute of the 31st August

7S«4

The Board of Works

7319

Dublin

7649

Waterford

....

Additional copies or the Instructions, also, of the 1 reasury
forwarded for the information of the Committee.

last are

of the
forward, at tile request of the Couiniissarj-General, a
inspecting officers and conducting engineers, with their stations
also a package of circulars relative to Mr. Labouchere’s letter,
for use of the inspecting officers of Committees.
Acknowledged with thanks.
Correspondent states that having recently visited the southern coast
having
three
years
within
of Ireland, including the islands, and
obtained considerable acquaintance with the people, would be
happy to afford answers to any queries proposed.
Informed that the Commissary-General, finding it difficult to
appoint a time at which he could receive orally the information
proposed, he will feel obliged for any communication in writing
list

may have leisure to make.
Correspondent inquires, in reif the law authorizing their estaand how its extension to the district may be
being prevalent.
See answer annexed.
resolution
applying for a copy of the
forward
a
Torkill Committee
Poor Law Valuation of the portion of the Union included in the
employrelief district, with a view of checking applications for
that correspondent

.... Portlaw—

Mayfield Dispensary.

ference to relief fever hospitals,

blishment

is

in force,

effected, fever

....

7820

Armagh

7797

Kilkenny

7668

Mayo

.

.

•

ment, &c.
See answer annexed.
Correspondent inquires as to the fitness of the hand
corn-mills for Union workhouse purposes; the description of
material, &c., composing them.
Informed that iron hand-mills are not provided by the Commissariat, but are on sale in Dublin, at houses to which 're-

Freshford.

ference is given.
Correspondent (a Deputy-Lieutenant) suggests that one-third more men be set down for each Public
in progress ; that in each week one-third shall stay at their
own farm work for two days ; and to secure their working on

Creagh, Ballinrobe.

Work

own land profitably , the landlord or agent, &c., should
the Relief Committee a certificate to that effect ; and where
°he regulation is not complied with, the defaulter to be for one
their

|

n-ive

week suspended from Public Works. This rule to apply
sons holding not more than one acre of land, or having

Dublin

7625

....

to perin

one

house three males able to work.
See answer annexed.
A copy of the letter and reply is sent to each of the Inspecting
Officers, with a view to their having the suggestion considered
by the Relief Committees.
Correspondent applies for employment.
Noted, and deposited for future reference and the party is
informed that his application is noted for future reference, if
necessary, but that at present there is not any prospect of an
;

opening for his services.

Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. D’Arcy.
Commissariat Relief

December

Office,
1,

Dublin

Castle,

1846.
letter of the

Routh, your
supplied
28th ultimo, received yesterday, requesting if the Clifden Relief Committee cannot be
purchased from
with Indian corn meal from the Commissariat depot, that about 30 tons may be
under IN. per ton, and
the Committee in Cork, where you understand the price is at present
that it may be thence conveyed without charge, to be paid for on delivery.
I
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The Commissary -General desires lo state that there is no authority to mahe
purchases for
Rebel Committees in the way proposed; but that if the Committee
will purchase the supply,
and give him early information, he will see what can be done in providing
transit, should the
port be within the course of the vessels now employed.
At the same time he bees to state that
you have been misinformed as to the prices in Cork, which on the
28th ultimo, were, for Indian
corn 11/., and for the meal 16/. to 16/. 10s. per ton; he therefore
recommends the Committee to provide the supply in Galway, where there is now
a large stock of food in the hands
of merchants.

Mr. Stanley

to the

Very Rev.

Edward N. Hoare.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

December

Commissary-General

Dublin Castle

2, 1846.

Randolph J. Routh begs to acknowledge the receipt of your
28th ultimo (which arrived yesterday), with a resolution adopted
by the Relief
Committee for the Upper Half Barony of Liney, proposing
that meal be stored by Government, at lubbercurry, not for present sale, but as a. reserve,
to be used in case the roads shall
be made impassible during winter by snow.
This proposal, he desires to observe, cannot be considered
merely in relation to the barony
of Liney, but to the whole of the western districts
and the suggestion to provide there for such
a contingency as a great fall of snow, is one to which Relief
Committees should give due consideration, with a view to such an enlargement of their relief
funds, either by subscriptions or loans,
as may enable them to keep up supplies sufficient for the
usual period during which road travelling impeded by snow m their several parts of the country;
but he cannot recommend
that the Government should make so great an extension
of the magazines as such a provision
tor the contingency would require, and which would,
he considers, be impracticable.
Sir

letter of the

;

Mr..

Stanley

Mr. O’Donel.

to

Commissariat Relief

Office,

December

1,

Dublin

Castle,

1846.

Referring. to

the resolution of the Aughngower and Islandeady Relief
Committee
with respect to the insufficiency of the Public Works in progress,
I am directed to suggest to the Committee a
classification of the population requiring relief
-p stly showing the labourers who are wholly dependent on out -door home labour for support 2ndly, those who have as much land as with their earnings
by other employment, either in
^ "g'and or elsewhere, should render them comparatively independent of the relief
now
uflordcd.

The registry of applicants will, it is presumed, enable the Committee to make this
classifica,"'° rk in P r °g ress sha11 then a PPear to be insufficient, the attention
of the Board
f°w
\
T
Works should
be drawn to the actual circumstances requiring their extension, at
the «ame
time accounting for any claim that may be made on
behalf of persons holding land w-hich
had not been appropriated to potatoes, and may therefore
be presumed to have yielded other
U

,

o!

,

means of support.

Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. Martyn.
Commissariat Relief

Office,

December

I,

Dublin

Castle,

L846.

I am directed to state, in reply to your inquiries, that although the
Act
cap. 6, for providing relief in case of the prevalence of fever,
is still in force, the

9 and 10 Vic.,
meetings of the'
Board of Health constituted under it have been discontinued,
the Government bein* of°opinion
remedy for any increase of fever which may occur is provided by the Irish Poor
Relief Amendment Act, enabling the Boards of Guardians
to establish permanent fever hospitals, or hire houses for temporary
hospitals, as may be most expedient.
that a sufficient

Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. Smith.
Commissariat Relief

December
AM

Office,
J,

Dublin

Castle,

1846.

irccted t0 ^knowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, with a
resolution
,
which the
Forkhill Relief Committee apply for a copy' of the Poor Law valuation of the
poi ion ol the Union included in
the relief district, with a view of checking the applications for

m

•

i^

l

i

mP

oyroent on the Public Works
and I am directed to state that the application should be
;
nia e to the Board of
Guardians of the Union, but that it u ould appear to be a more simple
couise to send the list
of applicants, arranged in townland order,
the clerk of ihe
r

cou

c

to
Union, who
a very short time check the amount set down for the extent of holdings, after which,
Committee should investigate the actual circumstances of each applicant, which
of holding does not fully represent, as many persons will
of course lie found with
0 ° r t ” ree acres» whose other pursuits should render them
independent of the Public

m

owever, the
ie

ex

ent.

Works'

3
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Mr. Stanley

Mr. Cuff.

to

Office, Dublin
November 30, 1846.

Commissariat Relief

Castle,

Sir Randolph J. Routh desires to state that the suggestion in
Relief Committees, as the
your letter of the ‘24th instant is well deserv ing the consideration of
namely, those occupying more
classes of landholders to which the proposed rule would apply,
be in circumthan one acre of land, or whose families contain three males able to work, must
week to their own holdings.
stances enabling them to give at least two days labour in each

Commissary-General

Colonel

M'Gregor

Mr. Trevelyan.

to

Office, Dublin Castle
December 18, 1846.

Constabulary

counties are'harassed to death by the multiplicagenerally of all persons
tion of escorts for provision-cars, canal-boats, pay-clerks, and
You are aware that we. give storage in
public and private intrusted with money.
our barracks for the provisions of all Relief Committees, and assist them in the
The discharge of these duties diminishes our efficiency
distribution of food, &c.
but protection
quarters
some
grumbling
in
causes
and
;
respects,
in some other

The constabulary

in

many

who are instrumental in feeding the people appears so important that
submit, for the present, to be considered more lax than usual in the
routine service of the force.

to those

we must

Mr. Hughes

to Sir R, Routii.

Skibbereen Reserve Depot
December' 18, 1846.

forward the weekly state of this depot,
and beg to say, I have used my best endeavour to bring things into a regular
system, and have this day, after much trouble and consideration on my part, finally
arranged to issue to the Relief Committee here, and have laid down a plan for
them to act upon, that the really destitute poor may get the meal, and that the gentry
may not as heretofore, in some cases feed their tenants and servants on it. The
Committee will commence on Tuesday next under my directions, selling at the price
issued, and not more than one-quarter or half a stone to each family, and that by
1 am to be furnished with a list of names, &e., which wdl enable me to
tickets only.
detect impositions, for I need not tell you we have more than an equal share of it
here ; the cry on all sides here is “the Government;” the people have been led to
believe the Government would feed them, find seed, and till the ground, take all off
in fact, keep the people in idleness, and this ata time when the heart
the landlords,
sickens at the poverty, scenes of destitution, wretchedness, and deaths ; nothing
The landlords, they say they
appears to rouse the people from their apathy.
cannot get their rents the peasantry say their rents are paid up to November.
One thing is certain, the whole face of the country is waste, and the people,
those that can, are preparing, as soon as the spring opens, to emigrate to America,
whereas the tide of emigration should be directed to the Cape or New South
Wales, as they all take plenty of money with them.
I

*

have the honour herewith

to

—

:

Meal

Estimate of the Quantity of Grain and
this Month.

on hand, and expected

Barley meal from abroad, shipped from Leith via
Glasgow to Dublin
about
Arrived in London, and now shipping to Dublin
about
Expected in London
about
Barley meal ground in London and now shipping to
about
Dublin, vessels being engaged
.
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3,236 bbls.

300

tons.

2.000

bbls.

2U0

tons.

1.000 bbls.
100 tons

370

tons
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—

Indian Corn meal
Expected at Cork per “ Manchester.”
Expected to arrive at Liverpool
Expected in London per “ Athens.”

.

.

.

1,000 bbls.
2,500 „
1,000 „

.

.

.

.

.

.

4,500

Now

400

or about

Indian Corn —
transhipping

„
tons.

at Liverpool the

cargo per
about
Now transhipping at Liverpool the cargo per
“ Montezuma,” transhipping to Sligo
Expected at Cork, per “Manchester,” for Westport
about

“ Sardinia,” to Ballina

.

1,300 qrs.

.

.

.

.

„

„

6,020 „
1,400 tons.

or about

Together about 2,770

1,870

2,850

tons.

Besides the above, the various mills here, at Malden and at Portsmouth, will
from four to five weeks hence about 1000 tons of barley meal, for which
the barley is already purchased.
deliver

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
December 19, 1846.

In the estimate I sent you yesterday of the additional supplies which may
be expected to reach Ireland lor you in the course of the next month, I omitted to
mention a vessel which has been freighted from Malta, with the first produce of
our mills at that place. It contains, I think, about 200 tons, and will be followed
by others as fast as Mr. Ibbetson and Sir Lucius Curtis can provide the cargoes,
and they are working with great zeal and practical ability.
continue to be of opinion that the true way of meeting cases of extraordinary
distress is to increase the proportion of the Government donation, and we would
even go the length of giving twice as much as the subscription, in very special
cases of actual and extensive starvation, in which there are not local proprietors or others who could be expected to subscribe to any extent.
But we
must beware of free grants, for if such a precedent were once to be established
there would be an end of the increasing funds at present derived from private

We

subscriptions.
I do not think the cake made of Egyptian wheat bad, or the smell of the meal
disagreeable, but this is from the first cargo composed of old corn in store at
Malta, while the other three cargoes are of new corn direct from Egypt, for min
g
part of the finest crop they ever had since the seven years of plenty.
I send you some more comfort from Erichsen in regard to your supplies.

Memorandum.
December' 19, 1846.

Besides the vessels daily expected -with Indian corn mentioned in yesterday’s estimate of supplies for this month, we
now add that the “ Lepanto”

may

has been expedited from New York to Galway with the first
cargo of the first
contract of 8,000 quarters Indian corn with Mr Peabody; and this gentleman
now informs us that two very superior first-class vessels had been chartered for
the completion of this contract, and we may thus expect the whole
of the 8,000
quartern a month sooner than we had put down in our late statement.
Liverpool and London will receive in the course of the next four or six weeks
nearly 40,000 quarters Indian corn, and 20,000 barrels of Indian meal,

now

all

on the way by the American vessels, so long detained by contrary
winds.
Large shipments of wheat meal are now making in London for Ireland, also
wheat in the raw state ; about 20 vessels have been engaged this week, of

of
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is for Limerick ; it remains now to be seen if this will
continue in spite of the very considerable rise on wheat which has taken place
here since the 1st instant.

which a large proportion

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
December

19, 1846.

I presume that the biscuit which Mr. Bishop told the Mayor of Cork
was reserved for times of extreme need, was the Admiralty biscuit, which lias
nothing to do with the relief, but, on the contrary, was particularly directed to
be preserved intact, to meet any movements of troops that might be required.
Pray tell me how this is.
If there are any relief supplies remaining in store at Haulbowline over and
above the Admiralty biscuit, they should be at once sent to the depots on the

western coast.
Assistant Commissary-General Lister to Sir R- Routii.
IVestport, December 19, 1846,

Deputy-Assistant Commissary- General Bishop informs me that the
people there are becoming clamorous for the arrival of provisions, and it certainly
much firmness on the part of Mr. Bishop to resist the
importunate demands that unquestionably will be made upon him on the arrival of
the vessel consigned to Belmullet.
will require the exercise of

Commissary-General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Limerick, December 19, 1846.

The

late

to be on the

market

is

prevalence of easterly weather has kept back large supplies

way and anxiously looked
and increasing, and

excessive

for;
at

the

known

demand upon the Limerick

present

far

beyond

resources in the hands of the trade, consequently high prices and

the

much

available
dissatisfac-

tion prevail, not a little aggravated by Committees, sending from a distance, not
being able to get but a proportion of their orders executed. Indian meal, 18/. ; whole
meal, 18/.; oatmeal, 23/. ; these are the wholsale prices of the factor and miller:
retailers add thereto according to the pressure of the demand upon them, in some
I have been obliged, as no
places out of all proportion to what the article cost.
doubt you are aware, to issue from the Kilrush depot to several remote localities

on the sea-board of Clare, where, though there is employment, the people cannot
obtain food in sufficient quantity; it is also necessary to consume tbe greater
portion of the meal at Kilrush, or it would spoil on our hands ; as it was, we were
obliged to unpack and lift the whole, previous to distribution.
The most malicious reports have been spread by interested parties (dealers aud
others), and published with a view to set the people against using our supplies,
especially those at Kilrush and Tarbert; but the old proverb, “ the proof of the
is in the eating/’ has however told, and now they are, on all sides, most
anxious to get them ; but my orders are stringent aud positive, none but the most
remote localities in that county, unable to obtain food elsewhere, are allowed
to purchase it ; the town and neighbourhood of Kilrush altogether excluded.
I shall be glad when our own supplies begin to arrive, for I foresee a heavy
continuous demand will shortly be made on all the depots, and which we must not
altcgether resist, though against many, as I have for some time past been doing,
Mr. Inglis, you have
I must continue to make a determined and unflinching stand.

pudding

no doubt heard from Sir Randolph, I dispatched on the 18th to Skibbereen. The
mission he is upon will, as far as he can accomplish it, I have no doubt, be well
executed; but you know what a country this is when public money is to be
expended, especially for charitable purposes; as to Public Works, if the people are
not driven from them, they will certainly never voluntarily go to field labour.
On every side the land remains untilled, and if very stringent measures are not
speedily taken to coerce them to spade husbandry, such is their reckless dogged
character in many places, not an acre of the soil will be turned up, and the destitution of 1848 be tenfold worse than that of 1847, which, I need not add, will be
quite bad enough.
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I never vouch, in this country, for anything I do not actually see,
but I am told in
one of the Clare Unions, where a steel-mill had been introduced, in order to some
little profitable employment being given to the inmates by
grinding their own
food, they dropped nails into the cylinder to put the mill out of
order, knowing
the cones could not be repaired here.
I am further informed, that even the handworking of the quern is considered a hardship, grinding their own food; such
are

the inveterate habits of indolence and indifference which have their origin
in the
hitherto almost exclusive use of the potato, requiring no previous
preparation
beyond that of cooking, for their food.

At Cahirciveen, as well as at Skibbereen, we are making occasional issues
but to a much less extent, at Dingle.
I send copy, as a specimen, of the
which are constantly reaching me, and were it not for our
confined resources, they would be more extensively met.
have the credit of a number of steamers for Relief Service, but so many
contingencies and untoward occurrences are constantly arising, not the least
the
constant delays for the repairs of machinery, that I am beginning to be sorely
put
out for want of vessels.
I have no doubt it will soon be necessary to increase the
number by several more of a handy class ; and I believe Sir H. Pigot is of
the same opinion, for he is hard pressed by Committees for aid, which he
is always
J
anxious to grant.
Captain Hill, the Inspector, has just arrived, and commenced his inquiries
yesterday ; he will have quite enough to get through, and appears most anxious
to
do his best, but do what we will, abuses will always exist and to no inconsiderable
also,

sort of applications

We

extent.

Everything is quiet at Cahirciveen. You know there is now a strong detachment there for the protection of the depot.
Mr. Maurice O’Connell, the member,
me from Derrynane, that the object of the people on first coming into the
town was to bully the engineer, but that some mischievous persons induced them
to turn their attention to the depot, which you are aware,
though attempted to be
broken into, nearly 1000 persons having assembled, they dfd not succeed
in
writes

plundering.
I wish I could write upon more cheering subjects, as
you must be surfeited
with Irish misery and misdoing; but there are, of course, many exceptions
where
things are far more satisfactory, and the people more tractable, and the land
under
proper tillage, but these do not come so forcibly under my notice
as do all the
evil and misery, which are, therefore, ever uppermost
in my thoughts,

especially as

I

am

more

no longer able to play the “

.

Mr. Ensight

to

Good Samaritan”

of the

Lee

Enclosures.

Commissary-General

Hewetson.

Glenbeigh, Tralee, County Kerry,

December ] 1, 1846.
I received tile Marquis of Lansdowne's subscription from Mr.
Hickson, which name
1 mistook for yours.
All the other districts in Iveragh are getting meal and biscuit
at the Cahirciveen depot
all except
unfortunate Glencar, the most distressed and
isolated
district
in
Kerry \
n here the misery is greatest, and the funds lowest: for heaven’s
sake shows us more justice at
least, and do not continue to exclude us from
the privileges which the surrounding districts are
enjoying.
I strongly suspect if you had received
my letter, you would have charitably sent me
an order for three or four tons of meal and biscuit, and that
you would have thus saved us from
some of the misery we are still witnessing. Sheep stealing and
cow-stealing are carried on
more and more extensively every succeeding night, and unless
you kindly and humanely consent to relieve us by return of post, poor Glencar
is lost.

Mr. Ensight

to

Commissary- General Hewetson.
Glenbeigh,

Tralee, County Kerry,

December

omitted

12, 1846.

stating in my last letter that Glencar is an Union in itself, formed
by Lord
enmare, and that the Glenbeigh Poor Relief
Funds were "given on the express condition that
they were not to be intruded
on by Glencar.
y° u will therefore I hope, see the necessity of allowing this neglected district some immediate relief from the Cahirciveen
depot, otherwise all is lost in this district.
I
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Commissariat Clerk

Parker

to Sir R.

Routh.

Clifden,

December

19, 1846.

We

have now three mills at work night and day, but I suspect by
Year’s day the stock will be quite exhausted, and the people will have
to look solely to Government, for there seems no effort making by the tx-ade.
The soup kitchen, established by the Relief Committee, has afforded great relief.
I am convinced that 20/. would buy all the pi-ovisions in Clifden to-day, and, to
add to our want, we have no fish, as in former years.
I have already stated that I have meal for issue until the 31st instant,
after which I beg your instructions.
The anxiety of all to work on the Queen’s pay on the roads (though stated to
be paid so badly and irregularly) will, I fear, retard agriculture and, so far
from the barren ground being brought into cultivation, I fear the hitherto culth
vated ground will become barren.

New

;

Assistant

Commissary-General

Bishop

to

R.

Sir

Routh.
Remarks by Sir R. Routh.

Cork, December 19, 1846.

honour to report that during the
past week I visited, in company with the Inspecting
Officer of the Board of Works, the Relief Committees
of Ballinhassig and Knockavilly, Committees formed
We made a
exclusively for Relief Work purposes.
1
abour lists, and materially
cai-eful revision of the
reduced the number to be employed.
2. I next visited the Garrycloyne, a newly appointed
subscription
of 180/.
Committee, working upon a local
the distress is comparatively slight, the neighbourhood
being wealthy, and extensive employment afforded by
1.

I

have the

the railroad forming.

This Committee

afford a rare instance of selling

meal, soup, &c. at cost price.
carefully revised and reduced.

The

labour

lists

were

My

following visit was to the Donoughmore
3.
There were present the ChairRelief Committee.
man (the Rev. Mr. Lane, P. P.) the treasurer and
secretary, (the Rev. Mr. Cotter,) the Inspecting
This is
Officer of the Board of Works, and myself.
district in East Muskerry,
remote
and
an extensive
large portion of the district
containing 7600 souls.
is mountainous and sterile, producing, chiefly, an
The proinferior quality of oats, with some barley.
duce here last season was not more than two-thirds
Great part of the population are
of an average crop.
The public works presented
in extreme destitution.
for in October last have not yet been commenced,
though it is expected some work will come into operation next, week ; but then only to an exent to afford
employment to a small number of the distressed claimLists containing 730 names, heads of families,
ants.
compi’ising at least 4000 souls, were submitted as deAbout 300 of these we
serving objects of relief.

A

selected for
4.

The

by the

immediate employment.

Relief

Fund

of this Committee

sale of food at reduced prices.

is
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exhausted

The Committee

urge that the local distress was so imperative, in consequence of there being no public works ; the reck- 5
lessness with which farmers discharged their servants;
there being no resident landlords to aid the distressed.
The excessive high price of provisions, Indian corn
meal being retailed by the huxters at 2 s. 8 cl. a stone,
threw the whole weight of the distress upon the Relief
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This result of the delay in commencing
Cork.
is almost general in the county

works

See 18.
Until the occupiers of the land, who
advanthe sources of employment, shall see the
tage which their own interests must derive
can
from the encouragement of industry, vye
5.

never be safe from a recurrence
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When they could afford no further assistCommittee.
of the poor became alarming.
Fortu- 6
ance, the state
aid of a private fund, which had been
nately by the
placed by some charitable parties in England at the
disposal of the rector for other purposes, some temporary assistance was afforded to the most destitute.
An average sum of 6/. per day has been expended from
the last three weeks.
This fund is
this fund during
now nearly exhausted, and the destitute must look to
orks for subsistence ; they cannot get employ- 7
Relief
ment upon farms, at all events, not for the next two
The farmer with 100 acres under cultivation
months.
will not employ more than four labourers upon an 8

W

average.

The small farmers in

this district, holders of

from

The scarcity 9
5 to 15 acres, have suffered most severely.
and dearness of provisions generally, the confusion into

9.

But

still in

see 11, with reference to potatoes
the district.

Have these holders paid their rents? and if
which the present crisis has thrown the labouring poso, are they tenants of middlemen or of propulation, has had a more unfortunate effect upon the
prietors ?
which ?
small holders than the large ; without being reduced,
except in a few instances, to the verge of that extreme
poverty that would bring them within the necessity and
title to relief, they claim no less a share of general
sympathy, as men pressed by the same adverse circumstances to the brink of that endurance which is scarcely
less than what we are holding out the helping hand
to in the case of the labourer.
Few farmers have “ grain” left for sale ; they possess 10 10. It would be important to ascertain,
whether their rents have been paid, or whether
“ seed” and home
little beyond what is required for
they have laid up the money ; or whether the
consumption.
deficiency of corn crop in this district, and

—

home

consumption, will account
pearance of the corn.

to a limited extent will be attempted in this
Turnips will be more extensively cultivated
I saw but one small field intended
The potato will be partially attempted
for carrots.
about an acre to every eight of last year.

Wheat

1

district.

than heretofore.

either carrots
thefts,

many

There are

of reclaimable

extensive tracts in

mountain

land,

also

for

the disap-

11. To plant potatoes to the extent proposed, there must still be a good supply in
the district. It is desirable to have this ascertained in every district.
The attention of Relief Committees should
be drawn to the importance of planting parsnips, which, while more useful as diet than

or turnips, are less liable to

being only eatable when boiled.

Donoughmore 12
for

drainage

operations.
13. This shows the importance of the
9 miles in length, and 13
Relief Commttee having a store of provision.
breadth, I devoted two days to its
14 miles from a market town, or
9 miles from a post-office ; and
;
has not one resident magistrate.
14. See observation at 5.
Perhaps there is not a larger number of unemployed 14
labourers in this district than in other years at this
season, when farmers have been in the practice of discharging many of their servants, but till now they
have had the potato to sustain them during the winter
this has totally failed.
The pigs and poultry which 15 15. It is probable that emigration is conthey have hitherto depended upon as an auxiliary, and
templated.
This intention, and the means of
accomplishing it, should be inquired into in
which were sustained with the same food as them-

This district being extensive,

about 6 miles in
inspection.

It is

Law Union

Poor

Such pigs as were under
have been killed off for market the

selves,

are fast disappearing.

(stall)

feeding,

every

district.

;

were drowned ; thus a large portion of
population have now no means of sustaining life
without the assistance of relief works.
The landlords 16
and farmers, as a body, do not fulfil their duty towards
recent litters

this

the poor of this district,
to that extent which
existing appalling distress so loudly calls for.

16.

See observation

at 5.

the

3
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The labourer, from the want of support and encou- 17 17. It is presumed that this class (described
as labourers) differ from those referred to at
ragement, is thoroughly callous to his future wants,
9, and must work for hire when they can
g et
and cannot be persuaded to give the smallest exertion
employment
towards the cultivation of any small lot of land he
But, unfortunately for the Irish labourer
may hold ; his position is somewhat similar to that of
the landholders can more readily dispense with
the negro in the West Indies during the first year folhim than the planters could with the ne°ro
and lie is not, in the present neglected state of
lowing the emancipation ; he abandoned his provision
husbandry, likely to be paid such wages as
grounds with a recklessness that was truly alarming
the negro can earn.
and it was only when the scarcity and exessive high
price of “ foreign” food had pressed for some time so
heavily upon him, as to render the exorbitant wages
he was then receiving scarcely sufficient to sustain life,
that he was induced to return to the cultivation of his
provision grounds.
18. If the Relief Committees entertain any
It has doubtless been remarked, that out of the ig
hope of getting further grants, except in aid
several Committees which I have visited, the greater
of further subscriptions, no effort to obtain
part of them have totally expended their funds by the
the latter will be made.
The farmers should
And such is the case, so assess
sale of food under cost price.
themselves according to their acres, and
far as I am informed, of nearly all the Committees in
failing to get any subscriptions, the Comthe county.
One unvarying answer is given to me
Loans would enforce
mittee should borrow.
that, under the excessive high prices of food, prices
observance of proper prices.
which could not have been contemplated, they found
themselves imperatively called upon to make the sacrifice.
Their funds are gone ; it is now a question
worthy of serious consideration, whether further donations should be placed at their disposal.
Many Committees have raised local subscriptions 19 19. Still such Committees should be made
aware of the serious results produced by grawithout the intention of applying to Government for
tuitous relief and selling food under fair trade
a donation, to be at liberty to appropriate the money
way

in any

they consider

most

price, instead of maintaining their funds
the coming pressure of scarcity.
Sej 20.

beneficial.

With many of the Committees the whole of the on
r,
,r
1
c
j.
1
work
is ieit
the hands 01 the treasurer and secretary
generally the rector and parish priest ; this, for relief
purposes, is perhaps the best executive, but when relief
works are concerned, it is very desirable that landed
proprietors should interest themselves in the working
of the Committee. The only chance which seems to
•

-i

m
•

.]

.

“9;

^jle ev ^

smab

relief districts

for

is pri-

,

marilv the nneratinn of naroohial

inflnonw

In proposing arrangements at the beginning
of September for the present relief measures,
I suggested the formation of central and Sub-

Committees for the whole country.
This cannot now be adopted. In fact, no
change can be made under the present Inaccomplishing this object, is to bring some of
structions.
the minor Committees, belonging to the same barony,
meet together at an appointed place, keeping them
still as “ accountants” perfectly distinct.
suggestion to this effect has been made by the
Inspecting Officer of the Board of Works, which,
though at variance with the “ Instruction to Committees,” seems so desirable, for various reasons, as to
merit consideration.
Throughout such parts of this county as I have yet21 21. The farmers having something to defend
b y arms but there is 110 accounting for an outvisited with care, I cannot trace that “arms” have in
tbat way b y tbe ' abourers exceP l or
any instance been purchased by persons employed upon
misc ie
relief works.
It is reported that a few such purchases have been
made in the northern parts of the county. Farmers
appear to be arming themselves generally, but with
the sole view of protecting their “ stacks” and dwelloffer for

to

A

=

’

’

ings from the distressed poor.
There was not any Indian corn in the market at
the close of this day’s sales ; the last sold for 187. a
ton.
French vessel has arrived this evening with
corn, and as the wind -is now fair, many arrivals are
looked for immediately.
I fear there is not much reliance to be placed upon
the trade of this port for any very extensive supplies.

A

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

22

22. The first change of wind will bring in
the homeward-bound vessels, and change the
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Assistant Commissary-General Bishop to Sir R.

Routh.

Cork, December 20, 1846.
I pear as yet I am doing but little useful business with the Committees.
Wherever I go I find the money gone. I meet with great courtesy, and every
desire to afford explanation on the part of such of the Committees as I have visited;
but this explanation results in one general excuse ; the prices of food having risen
beyond their most liberal contemplation, Indian meal retailing in the country
districts at from 2s. 6 cl. to 2a-. 8 d. a stone, they considered themselves imperatively
called upon to afford “assistance” to the extent of their funds.
Supplies to a limited extent are expected hourly, but the demand upon the Cork
market from all parts of this county, as well as in Kerry, from whence 50 carts
arrived here yesterday morning for corn, and yet remain, is enormous.
Four vessels are just reported from the Mediterranean, with Indian corn, about
100 tons in each.

Captain

Mann

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Kilrush, December 20, 1846.

Many

thanks for your

letter of

the 10th instant.

Although I have not written to you since the receipt of your letter of the 21st
ult., on the subject of the prudence of our having recourse to here in this climate,
it has not been overlooked by me.
I have consulted a great number of practical
men, and all appear to agree in stating, that here was originally produced about
here in preference to barley, and that it was abandoned, principally because the
latter was more suited to the distiller, and therefore found a readier market.
Mr. Hodges, of Donnygrove Castle, assures me that he has ground here, and
made meal of it, on the 10th of July; that, as a crop, it is more abundant in
quantity than barley
and that the straw comes near wheat-straw, and, of
;

I find several gentlemen farmers about
here have already put a small quantity in the ground, early produce being of great
importance, and all agree in the opinion given by Mr. Hodges.
Every thinking person must view with apprehension the present neglected state
of our tillage, more particularly as regards the stubbles; at this period they
ought, at least, to have been trenched or turned
this work was usually performed
by spade labour ; but now every one flies to the Public Works ; we scarcely see
any fish, as the fisherman has now become a stone breaker ; this is a double loss,
both as food and legitimate employment.
Colonel Vandeleur published a notice
on the subject, promising that, if they would proceed to sea, their places should be
kept on the Public Works open, so as to enable them, if driven in, to return, and
get even half-a-day’s employment ; and the same to farm labourers, who would
leave and return in like manner, where they could get employed.
This formed a
resolution put on the Committee books at the commencement of the late operations, by the engineer of the Board of Works and myself, because this difficulty
was clearly required to be met. The failure arose from faith not having been
kept with the people, or, at least, it was stated so.
The men complained that
the farmer sent them back to the works, after giving notice the previous day that
they would be wanted sometimes the weather not suiting, sometimes wishing to
avoid payment in cash
and that when they returned, their place was filled in the
gang.
If this is all true, the gangsman should be dismissed, and the farmer
processed for the day’s wages, or, at least, something like it.
I wish there were a
prospect of cheaper food in January and February, because I fear it will require
strong measures to drive the labouring population to the farmer, and to induce
the latter to employ them in tilling the land.
One very serious consideration
arises, how the cottier tenant is to find seed for his land.
It is to the interest of
some parties that these holdings should be given up, and therefore I am afraid
they will not get help from the landlords whatever may be done hereafter, this
year every spot ought to be tilled, and not a moment lost in looking forward for
the means. I am trying to raise a little money among my English friends to start
a seed fund; as yet I have but 10/., which is too small a sum to talk about
arrangements for. If I prove more fortunate, it is my intention to start the
experiment.

course, very superior to that of barley.

:

—
—

;
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I find it better to talk to the most sensible and influential
people out of
committee.
there, you may be certain to meet some spouting
patriot
whose speech is intended to go through the broken pane of glass to the
poor
creatures outside; the cuckoo cry of “What do the Government
intend to do?”
instead of asking “ What had we best do ?” is too frequently the

When

case.

You, no doubt, are aware that the

issues of the residue of meal from last season
a prudent course before any considerable supplies arrive
and it will not be the fault of interested people
is not made about it.
All the absurd reports
to state, but the one “ that the meal was rotting
in the
stores while the people were starving
that “ quantities of bad meal and biscuit
were thrown into the Shannon,” & c., would, if it really should turn
bad on us
be a very prolific source for speech-making.
The quern about here now has come into general use. Yesterday I attended
the Kilkee Committee. The chairman was induced to purchase a
little Indian
corn at Limerick, and try the experiment ; the result to be communicated
there.
The man employed produced the meal, which was excellently well ground
on'a
16-inch diameter quern; and he stated that it would grind two stone
of it for
every one of wheat, oats, or barley, and with no increase of labour.
I suo-o& es ted
that the quern should be fixed in a large tub or box, so as to
prevent waste by the
flying about of the meal when it was being worked.
The result of late experience makes me think that it would be preferable to
put
the corn into my store to be sold to Committees for the poor.
It would come
more reasonable to them, employ the women, and as our merchants are
Generally
if not all, millers, and unwilling to lose that profit,
decline selling the corn it
would not interfere, provided the Committees did their duty; and here
I do not
overlook the benefit to the public service. I should also be glad to try
buck wheat
it appears to me so important to teach and induce
them to get into industrious

have begun.

1 here

is

should
it

it

It

is

risk of its keeping good,

deteriorate, if a great fuss

would be impossible

•

habits.

As to the suffering and privations of the poor, they are most severe, and almost
beyond belief. I mean the really destitute, for, I am sorry to say, with all
the care
and precaution, imposture will creep in, and, in many instances,
parties derive
large benefits from the Public Works who ought not to, such
as small farmers
or their sons ; there are sad complaints against men of property in
parts of this
county, both as regards jobbing and trying to bully the public officers
the lan;
guage used towards some of the officers of the Public Works renders
their
position very critical, and, as a gentleman said a few days since,
their lives
unsafe. I have sent you the last “ Limerick Chronicle” that
you may read, if you
have time, the proceedings at the Corcomroe Relief Committee, and the
remarks
respecting the reserve depots.
The investigation, in the first case, will be important, if fairly conducted, but the proof will be very difficult

should such
matters really exist, and of that I can give no opinion. I’ll, at all
events, send you
the result, and in sending such matters, or some of my remarks,
be good enough
to receive them as sent merely for you to see whether
you can pick out aSy
3
information from them.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Castle, Dublin, December 21,1846.
which Mr. Bishop speaks, as I understand him, is the old
from the barracks, and assorted and repacked at Haulbowline, and
kept there to be forwarded to Gastleton Berehaven, when the store should be
r

The

.

biscuit of

biscuit received

ready to receive

it.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, December 21, 1846.
I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of the
Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the
weekly state of the Commissariat depots in Ireland, and also a statement
of the
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Enclosure.

Donations

issued under Authority of the Lord Lieutenant
to
in aid of Subscriptions.

Date.

Name

1846
14

of Committee.

Donations.

£.

Dec.

Amount brought

.

forward

,,

15

.

Killaloe District, County Clare

,,

17

.

Newtown

17

.

Tralee District, County Kerry

17

.

Inchigalagh, County Cork

R-

Dublin Castle, December 21, 1846.

Weekly State

of Provisions, &c., in the several

Depots

December
Indian Cor

J.

0

15,944 12

19, 1846.

280

Limerick

.

Kilrush

.

280

lbs

Haulbowline
Skibbereen
Dingle.

.

Cahirciveen
;

Meal 5

Meal.
Sacks,
280 lbs.

lbs.

7,126
277
1,132
250
964
1,459
442

Madagascar

Biscuit.

Store.

Sacks.

112

280

lbs.

lbs.

280

lbs.

Quarters,

29

384

1,654
,010
639
143
1,199
1

Castletown

Galway

3,147
1,199

.

754

Westport
Clifden

9

24

6

.

Belmullet
Sligo

1,815

.

.

Ballina

.

Killybegs

.

689

437
360

2,061
314

Burtonport

Dunfanaghy
Banagher

896
1,456
771
133

..

Longford

.

Castlerea

.

.

2,533

137

66

Dublin

3,129

689

.

..

I

..

i

876

500

196

884

1,518

6,136

148

310
407

16
16

20,153

148

717

ent from Sligo on Transit.
.

Arrival at Clifden

f

with

.

(.

with
with

.

The “ Cheshire Lass’

.

215 tons Indian meal.
50 tons wheat meal.
76 tons peas.
22 tons barley meal.
363

tons.

Recapitulation of Remains on December

19, 1846.

6,351 quarters of Indian corn, at 5 quarters per ton
20,153 sacks of Indian meal,
at
S sacks
1,518 sacks of oatmeal
at S sacks
6,136 bags of biscuit
at 20 bags
14S sacks of wheaten meal,
at 8 sacks
717 sacks of barley meal
at 8 sacks
474 quarters of rye
at
5 quarters
2S4 quarters of Egyptian wheat at 5 quarters
1

1,2704- torn

2,519*
189}
306t?7

18

944

.

,

2564
215

Indian meal in transit

at Clifden

"* ea,cn

“ e*

50
76

1
'

.

11

barley meal,

*

89*

.

Reported arrival /

.

5,108/tr tons.

Dublin Castle, December
21, 1846.
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Saturday

Wheat
Oatmeal.

In

Sacks,

17 10*
10 10
2 6
11
0
10 0

Routh, Commissary -General.

Indian Corn Meal.
In Port

With

d.

S.

£7,872 16

0

Ireland, on the Evening of
D

in

|

Eight
ushels e ch.

In Port

0
0
0
0

....

,,

Subscriptions.

£.

d..

14,435
276
124
951
156

1

.

s.

7,119 11
138 0
62 0
475 0
78 5

.

Barry, County Wexford.

,,
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Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

December 22, 1846.
small vessels to Clifden and
OoR present arrangement is to freight two
has gone
” (the " Stromboh
Belmnllet, and to employ the ' Rhadamanthus
meal at other minor depots, and I shall be
to Scotland) in leaving quantities of
your smaller depots on the coast ate in
glad to learn from you whether any oi
a

''

Colonel Jones's two papers on tile
ihave™not yet received your remarks on
that the Board of Works establishInspecting Officers; but my impression is.
hang together in such a way that
ment and the duties with which it is charged,
of officers to your department,
we must give up the idea of an actual transfer
the future as follows .—
for
stand
to
arrangement
and must consider the
their financial and Commissariat
The inspection of the Relief Committees in
sales of meal and occasional
functions— that is, subscriptions, donations, loans,
to depend entirely upon you and
gratuitous issues in cases of peculiar destitution—
destitution and abuse, to
of and report on cases of alleged
be conducted by you and joui
which attention has been particularly called, to
to your
matter appears to fall more immediately

^^investigation
officers,

when

the subject

pi

your own in any district m which
If'you should happen to have no officer of
investigation, you should, in that case,
you may be called upon to hold such an
hy employing their officers to investiapply to the Board of Works to assist you
the result.
gate the matter, and acquainting you with

heretofore, as part of then
Your officers should revise the labour lists, as
the officers ot the Boaid of Wmh»>
ordinary duty, acting in co-operation with
the officers ot the Board of Works
hut thJ is not to he understood as relieving
they are at present chaiged in tills
from any part of the responsibility with which
16

wfmust

officers of the Bom-d of Works
continue to depend mainly upon the
while your officers should

important service,
the performance of this most
the assistance in their power
act as auxiliaries, and give all
Chancellor of the Exchequer takes
This is the practical view which the
been at present discussed ; but a final opinion
of the subject, as far as it has
receive your remarks upon Colonel Jones s
we
until
upon
it
will not be given
for

.

pa

this view,
If you happen to agree with

I shall

he obliged to yon to communicate

a clearer dehas taken place, because it has led to
the Board ot Works and we shall now mo e
of the duties of yourself and
and eo-operate more freely
part which each has to perform,
fully understand the

^Vmn^glad^hhe discussion
fin tion

0n
inquiries at my request about carrot and
dlf Efk*ren°had already made
letter foy the
the result of them in a separate
oarsnio seed and I will send you
the other gentlemen who have made inquiries
formation of Lord Clements and

'‘ 1

fir

ft

e

If any department of the society
Society doing?
which relates to the providing of seeds.
tn he in an Efficient state, it is that
are much
Societies of England and Scotland
Tlfe seedsmen of the Agricultural

°WbTrthe rStural

k

en

n

there should be a Com’w°mUs nowkwqjosed about the subscription is, that feeling being so strong
meeting, the current of
mittee in the city, hut no public
people in Ireland to help
against the disinclination of
Jon 0f
purchase ol arms, &c., that any expression
sunnosed to be connected with the
I think,
with unpleasant results.
opinion would be likely to be attended

pubhc

will be raised.
nevertheless, that considerable sums
Colone
in Ireland, it is proposed that
As regards the administration of the fund
appropriating 1 .in t
with you
M'Cregor and Mr. Twisleton should he joined
directions of the Irish Governmen , y
manned which, acting under the general
to answer the end in view.
and they may consider best adapted
be
with this subject which it will
There are only two other points connected
_

m

“Srtkta* lthough
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of the

country which Mr. Tvvisleton will possess through
the Poor Law system
will, as well as that which you will obtain through
the Relief Committees and
your Inspecting Officers, be of great assistance to you in
administering this fund
great eare must be taken to keep it entirely separate from
the Poor Law Expenditure, so as. to prevent its being merely employed
in relieving the ratepayers of
any portion of the burden which they would otherwise have to
bear.
fhe other point is, that it must be kept entirely distinct from
the funds
ordinarily at the disposal of the Relief Committees.
Those funds consist of
private subscriptions, added to by Government donations,
one object of the donation
being to furnish an additional motive to parties to contribute
towards; the relief of
the destitute from their private funds, a motive which
obviously cannot apply to the
result of a subscription raised at a distance, without
any reference to these rules.
1 he produce of the English subscription,
therefore, will be placed absolutely at the
disposal of yourself and your colleagues, to be employed
in relieving the most
prominent cases of destitution, without any other restriction
than such as the
circumstances of each particular case may suggest.

Sir R. Routii to Mr.

The
I
on which
In the

had

Trevelyan,

Castle,

Dublin December 22, 1846.
,

very

great pleasure in receiving your letter of the 18th
December,
must nevertheless address some observations to you.
first place you must bear
in mind that our Limerick depot, nearly 2000
tons, is composed chiefly of the remains of last
year, and must be issued before the
hot weather commences.
Therefore, in our calculation, we must include this
quantity as one to be replaced.
Limerick is a depot that may be issued, and we
1

ought to count that it will be issued before the 1st April.
Then, again, you will agree that the purchase of
food is only an investment, for
which the same or inore money will be forthcoming,
and therefore the money employed in this service is a secondary object, as it is not
an expenditure.
I Ins is a very great inducement to
make our preparations sufficient for anv
J
contingency.

If any accident or delay interrupts the progress
of the Board of Works, or any
other of our establishments in Ireland, a satisfactory
excuse may be found, but no
° ne pardons the absence or the delay of food.
Everything else may fail, but a
disappointment iii food finds no excuse.
It is very true we have given a pledge not
to interfere with the trade on the See
page
north, east, and south coasts, and the country
east of the Shannon, but if a
great exigency in a particular locality occurs— and
who can say it will not we
must, I presume, be prepared to meet it.
In a great calamity we cannot be found
wanting.
The relief must be forthcoming.
could not fall back on our

•

—

We

pledge.
'

If, therefore, our outlay is to
cost nothing, hut is to be repaid, is there any just
reason for limiting our preparations to eight or
ten or even fifteen thousand tons,
ir the latter quantity
can secure the tranquillity of the country, and in lieu of the
risk of obloquy and reproach,
to make sure the testimony of all classes of people
r r
in our favour.

I here is nothing in this to give any just cause
of umbrage to the trade.
e are here to act when their resources fail, and the means
are so new, and the
people so unpractised in the trade communications
with the interior, that no one
can consider them without apprehending this result.

W

Besides there are spots, such as Donegal, Connemara, Belmullet,
the greater
pait ol the north-west of County Mayo, and
parts of Roscommon, as well as of
eny, where there is no trade, and which from this time
onward must depend
mainly oil the Commissariat.
Even in the best counties there are places which,
lorn local causes, are peculiar] exposed,
and
y
appeals which we cannot reject.

may suddenly come upon

us with

All these appear to me reasons for making our preparations fully equal
to the
possible demand, and that it would be dangerous
economy to be under the mark.
e must take every precaution
to make ourselves sure from the beginning of

overcoming the difficulty

we

have to encounter, and

food, to which everything else is
subordinate,
other success will count for
nothing.
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our supply last year became known to the public (I mean that imported
its small quantity was a subject of remark, and in com-

When
into

Cork from America),

there

a striking difference in the actual supplies

year with
which I shall quote one instance as an example. In the city ol
Cork, in December, 1845, and in its immediate neighbourhood, there were
100,000 barrels of grain and flour, and in the present month the quantity does
The east and the north may probably push through
not ’exceed 10,000 barrels.
apprehension tor the
the season, with some exceptions, but I entertain much

paring

the

this

last,

is

in the country, of

southern districts.
...
understood as calling in
In bringing these opinions before you, I must not be
encouragement of trade ; my
question any of our admirable regulations for the
arguments are directed exclusively to the extent of our own preparations.
these supplies from
If the suggestion of employing national ships to convey
hope
it would
I
should
sanctioned,
should
be
Odessa,
America, and hereafter from
opportunity of increasing our stock at once, and secure us for the future
,

afford the

employed in the first
a failure, and that these extra means might be
not to purchase out of
for this object (without infringing the pledge
United Kingdom) by a direct contract with the parties importing the

ao-ainst

instance
the

^Considering all the contingencies to which we are subject, I still fear that our
supply in hand is insufficient. Accidents may occur at sea, cargoes may be heated
and rendered unfit for use, any sudden severity of the winter may interfere with
the trade operations from the coast to the interior, and we should be independent
of these chances, which we must expect to occur.
Committees to supply themselves
It is also to be observed, that if we expect the

from

their

own

exertions,

we must

occasionally give

them

assistance in the convey-

sailing-vessels may
ance of their supplies by Government steamers, as the coast

In proof of this, Valentia
be a month getting round Kerry Head from Cork.
harbour has been full of wind-bound vessels this last fortnight.
The Admiral is giving all the aid his disposable transport will permit to the
Committees to the different ports on the sea coast* which not only ensures the
a great saving in their
makes
but
time
appointed,
at
the
supply
of
the
arrival
funds, and enables them to act up to our Regulations.
As these applications are increasing, it is most important that the Admiral
should have the means of meeting this service.
if it was only for
I regret that we cannot establish a reserve at Halbowline,
Dingle.
I
providing the storehouses on the line of coast from Skibbereen to
evident, but I
all the force of the objection, which is quite clear and

acknowledge

regret the necessity.
must increase our store-room at the larger depots, and we must continue to
and ventilation, and
avail ourselves of Dublin, where the protection, and security,
o-ood management, and space, are in the highest degree satisfactory.
&
Having concluded a contract for the transport of stores on the Grand Canal,
week,
with three boats holding from 40 to 50 tons constantly at our disposal each

We

and having contracts

also

on the Royal Canal, Dublin becomes a most central

position.

It

is

so late that I

must now conclude.
Captain Stopford to Sir R. Routh.

Wexford, December 22, 1846.
I
instant,

have

and

the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 17th
your suggestion I shall return to Ross on Saturday

in compliance with

next, the 26th.

I have this day attended the Kilcoran Committee, and examined into the abuse
I found the statement
referred to in Mr. Trevelyan’s letter of the 12th instant.
made of a man, his son, and two horses being put on the works correct. The
work they were on is nearly finished, and all the men are discharged but six, and
The case of a man being on the
into whose separate cases I particularly inquired.
works possessing 50 barrels of potatoes and 30 or 40 barrels of barley, I found to be
excessively exaggerated : he rented 2% acres, and therefore it is not probable he

could have grown them. It appears to have been a loose accusation against him on the
Dart of some of the other labourers, but which they could not support when pressed.
This man has also been discharged, being no longer wanted on the work.
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Remarks by Sir R.
found the whole proceedings of this Committee very
This is completely opposed
The tickets for labour being given to the men, to the Instructions issued
stating that
signed by any three of the Committee, out of the Committee from this office,
Routh.

I

irregular.

tickets were only to be issued

room, and no inquiries made as to their destitution, their by the Board of Works officers.
It appears however
application being considered a sufficient test.
in the that, in more instances than
I put a stop to this, by entering a resolution
1 his, the tickets were deliverminute book, “ That no tickets be issued to persons, or ed to the Committees.
“ labour lists supplied to the overseers out of the Committee
“ room ; that every case should be discussed by the Com“ mittee, who should meet for the purpose as many times a“ week as necessary.”
This shows the value of
absented
I found some of the members of the Committee
the visits by the Treasury
themselves in disgust at these proceedings, but I have reason Officers.
In nearly all
The correspondence with
to believe they will now attend punctually.
supplies daily inthe Committees I have visited I have found it necessary to the office
stances of this indifference

direct their attention to the Instructions and the Treasury and neglect.
Dec. 28, 1846.
Minute of the 31st of August, in consequence of their not
being attended to, and frequently had not been read at all.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

December 22, 1846.
I

have the honour

Right

to lay before you, for the information of the

copy ot a
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a
in that locality.
memorial from Kenmare, praying for the establishment of a depot
was abandoned only
This subject Lad been under previous consideration, and
Kerry, and particufrom the apprehension that a depot so near to the interior of
progress in that district.
larly to Killarney, would affect the local efforts in
The person who was sent there reported, that he could obtain no store-room,
which an annual rent ol
there being only one building, much out of repair, for
100/.

was demanded.

My

out ot
then turned to Castletown, JBerehaven, as a place more

were
class of inhathan Kenmare, more isolated from the interior, with a poorer
and from which Bantry and even Kenmare might be supplied.
occupying
These were the inducements which led me to give up the intention of
referred it to
Kenmare as a depot; but on the receipt of the enclosed memorial, I
lus immeCommissary-General Hewetson, who has that part of the country under
views

reacli

bitants,

and I now lay before you his reply.
depot there,
In the mean while, though not prepared immediately to place a
keep a watch over the district, and be ready to do what is necessary.

diate charge,

I

shall

Treasury Minute on the

above.

December

29, 1846.

Write to Sir R. Routh, that it is their Lordships’ desire that no measures
Committee from the
should be taken by him which would relieve the Kenmare
Committees in the county ot
obligation of making the same exertions as the other
between Kenmare
Kerry, and as there is a short and secure water communication
steps appear
and Castletown, Rerehaven, where a depot is established, no further
to be required.
It is their

.

.

.

.

, ,
should be given to
Lordships’ wish that every practicable assistance

and other Relief Committees, by conveying for them,
the supplies of food purchased by them at the neighbouring
from private merchants at Cork, Liverpool, or elsewhere.
this

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Government vessels,
Government depots, or

in

Routh.

December 23, 1846.
letter to non-resident
the Relief Committees have sent a second
all, ouyjispectuig
and have either received a refusal or no answer at

After
landlords,
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Officers should take up the question, and address a temperate letter to the landlord
or his agent.
Pray consider the matter, and address a circular letter on the subject to your
Inspecting Officers, giving them a general idea of the sort of letter you would

wish them to write, and suggesting any topics which you think should be particularly insisted on.
The Inspecting Officers should be directed to send you, in
every instance, a copy of the answer they receive, or to report the fact of their
not receiving one after a proper time has been allowed.

Deputy

Assistant Commissary-General

Le Mesurier

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Banagher, December 23, 1846.

j

Nothing of importance having occurred in this district since my arrival
here, I did not feel myself warranted in the intrusion of a useless communication
upon your valuable time.

The accounts and opinions of the most respectable residents that I have conversed with on the present state of this portion of the country, are so much
exaggerated, and so contradictory, that it would be a fruitless attempt to endeavour
from these to lay before you a fair estimate of the extent of distress in the neighbourhood.
From the farmer downwards they are all starving, so he tells you,
and if you will but listen to the beggar
Plaze your honour, only one farden to
“ buy a penorth of bread for myself
and the five small childer that’s starving at
“ home save the blessing of
not a morsel has crossed their lips it’s this day
“ fornight, and may the blessing, &c., attend
ye.”
From such as these I might
as justly form my conclusions.
It is quite apparent to me that unusual distress prevails, but it is
equally so that
the labouring and poor classes are, with a view to engage the sympathies
of those
capable of rendering them assistance, taking every advantage of existing
circumstances to make their condition appear as wretched as possible.
While one gentleman tries to impress upon me that the supplies must be exhausted by the middle of January, another equally respectable, and
for whose
veracity and knowledge of the country the former expresses to me
his highest
confidence, states that the farmers, more particularly in Galway,
will be able to
hold out till the end of March, and that many of them have still a portion of
last
year’s crop on hand.
I must, however, acknowledge, that very few coincide
in

—

;

.

.

.

,

this opinion.

The markets were badly stocked until last week, when a large quantity of grain,
chiefly oats, was offered ; but for want of buyers was nearly all
reserved for the
Birr market, which is held on the following day to this.
The millers of Banagher are fully employed with meeting the demands of
the
country people, many of whom come from a great distance, owing
to the deficiency
power in their parishes
It is the present intention to keep the mills going
winter, for which purpose extensive purchases of grain are being
made.
One
cargo of 5000 barrels Odessa wheat is daily expected, being
on
of mill
all

transit from
Liverpool.
Small dealers are also very busy.
Although the depot has been opened since Friday last, no
demands have yet
been made upon us. Our sales will be confined to a portion of meal
ground from
Indian corn not kiln-dried, which, owing to its doubtful
condition. Sir R. J.
Routh desires it may be disposed of.
The following market prices taken from last Friday show an advance
of about
6s. upon each article since the 29th of November.

Wheat

.

Oats . .
Barley
1st Flour
.

2nd

„

3rd „
Oatmeal
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Mr. Bevis to Captain Hamilton.
Liverpool,

December

24, 1846.

I beg to inform you that, having just had
some conversation with the
master of a vessel three months from Odessa, but the last arrival here, he diswhen he sailed, only two vessels remained to load with corn for
country, although the accumulated supply there is immense, s6 much so that,
in addition to the store-houses which were all full, they were clearing out
dwelling-houses to stow the grain in, and that freights home had risen to the high
rate of 7l. per ton.
I have since been speaking to a large ship-owner, who says, that good ships may
be obtained on a charter to go to the United States for flour, at the rate of about
6s. the barrel freight ; and I should have told you, that the last advices received
here by the large house of Baring Brothers and Co. was that 30 sail were loading
at New York lor this country, and no doubt some of them have now arrived
but
;
even the 30 sail would scarcely bring away a fraction of the immense stock which
had accumulated there.
The price of American flour here now is 40s. the barrel ; about a week or ten
days ago it could be bought for 34s. ; this large increase in price, combined with
the high rate of freight, proves, I think, beyond a doubt that the statement made
of the immense quantities of grain, collected at the ports in the United States and

tinctly states that,
this

the

Black Sea

is

a fact.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle,

Dublin December 24, 1846.
,

We

have the means of storing a larger quantity at Clifden and Belmullet than the two late shipments which have both arrived bring, and it is
very important in such poverty-stricken spots to have a depot of some resistance.
No picture of mine would do justice to the worst part of County
Mayo, in the rear of Belmullet, or of the Connemara district, which is proverbial.
These are the two most pressing points, and they will continue so throughout
the season.

The snow has stopped the communication between Donegal and Derry, and we
have fortunately just got a supply at Dunfanaghy and Burton Port, and we must
immediately commence its issue, which is unfortunate, but with the interruption
of the roads, there is no alternative.
I have not yet heard of the “ Andromeda’s” arrival at Killybegs.
The “ Doris,” for Westport, put into Galway, with her cargo much heated,
and has sailed again.
The “ Lepanto” has arrived at Galway, cargo much
heated, and the master states he has thrown 1200 bushels overboard, and the rest
sprouting.
Dingle, Cahirciveen, and Skibbereen are just formed, and no extensive
have yet been made ; and I think the “ Rhadamanthus,” notwithstanding
100 tons ordered by sailing vessels which may be a month before they

issues

the

arrive,

had better be directed half to Clifden (Mannin Bay), and the other half

to

Belmullet.
I have been obliged to send a Treasury clerk (Mr. M'Clintock) to take charge
at Castletown, Berehaven.
He has been nearly a twelvemonth in my office, and is
not without ability, but this is a new service for him, in which he has his expe-

rience to acquire. Mr. Hewetson will keep his eye upon him.
As soon as Banagher is full, I shall push forward our stores at Dublin to Limerick, and make this
place merely an entrepot.
I am much pleased with your plan for distributing the subscriptions, which I
think excellent. I quite agree with your arrangements of the inspecting officers
for, notwithstanding some strong objections I see to the present course, it is not
a moment to change it.
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Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routii.
December 24, 1846.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer is firmly resolved to allow of no deviafrom the decision which was publicly announced as long ago as August last,
and has since been consistently adhered to, that the Government is not to interfere

tion

with the supply of food to the eastern division of Ireland.
rely upon you to avoid even the appearance of any concession on this point.
But as we have undertaken to make good, as far as we are able, the deficiency

We

of food in the western division of the country, he is anxious, as we all are, that we
should fulfil this pledge to the best of our ability.
Whether we succeed in doing so will depend far more upon the manner in
which the supplies are economised, than upon the extent of the supplies furnished
for no quantity that we could send could meet for any length of time together such

a demand as was occasioned by the manner in which the issues were made at
Cork and Limerick in June and July last.
It is therefore highly necessary that you should be regularly furnished with
early and full information of what is going on at all the depots in this respect, and
that you should put an immediate check upon any sales that are being made contrary to the rules which have been prescribed, which, if they are properly acted

upon, are sufficient to prevent any improper issue.
Pray also furnish me with a statement of the prices at present charged at the
different depots, and keep me informed of any alterations that may be made in

them.
It is also particularly desirable that you should give me early and precise information in regard to the measures you wish to be taken for replenishing your
and it is a source of great
stores, so far as the means at our disposal may allow
satisfaction to me that you possess such a general acquaintance with the limits
which are placed to those means, that we are not likely to be subject to any un;

reasonable demands from you.
If you should, at any time, be of opinion that any of the minor depots on the
western coast might be replenished with more advantage from this country than
from your own principal depots, you will remember that we have made arrangements for the prompt conveyance of supplies from Portsmouth and Plymouth by
means of powerful steamers to the points at which they are required.
You should impress it upon all your officers as an axiom, that they should on no
account allow their depots to become exhausted.
Mr. Cubitt’s foreman, despairing of our being able to get stone hand-mills made
sufficiently quick to be of real service, obtained my leave to have one cast in iron
as a specimen, and it has now been completed, and 1 have directed it to be sent to
you.
He estimates the cost of such mills at 25s. each, 7s. or 8s. of which would
consist of the value of the iron.
tell me what you think of it.
impression is, that the French hand-mill, of which I have sent you a speis the most effective of any that have yet been produced, and that although
more than the smaller and ruder description of hand-mill, it will grind
more in proportion to its cost and to the labour bestowed upon it.
Where the small hand-mill is preferred, I think recourse had better be had to
the native manufacture, which has been revived in Clare under Captain Mann’s
auspices, and I suppose exists elsewhere.
I will shortly furnish you with a statement of the prime cost of the peas and
barley meal
but I need not add, that it must be sold at a price fixed with proper

Pray

My

cimen,
it

costs

;

reference to the prices of other articles with which

it is

likely to

come

into com-

petition.

Mr. Treyelyan

Although
24th, the subject
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You write as if it were in our power to purchase grain and meal at our discretion, but I can assure you that this is far from being the case.
The London and
Liverpool markets are in a more exhausted state than you appear to be aware of,
and the supplies which are to be expected till April are so totally inadequate to
filling the immense void which has been created by the failure of the potato crop,
the deficiency of the spring crops, and the foreign demand, that they give us no
The prices at Limerick, Cork, Liverpool, and London have conconfidence.
tinued steadily to rise in the face of considerable shipments that have lately
arrived.

Last year it was a money question, and we were able to buy food enough to
supply the local deficiency, but. this year it is a food question. The stock of food for
the whole United Kingdom is much less than is required, and if we were to purchase
for Irish use faster than we are now doing, we should commit a crying in justice to
the rest of the country ; as it is, we have given some of our recent orders with
serious apprehension for the consequences, and we have been going for a long time
past, th q full length of our tether.
You must therefore bear in mind, and impress upon all those with whom you
are acting, that even the stock of food at your disposal has a certain fixed limit,
and that it must be economised, and made to last the requisite time, like any private stock.

The Chancellor

of the Exchequer will on no account permit you to undertake
any portion of the eastern district of Ireland. What we

to provide food for

western district, for which we have undertaken,
we should render our own efforts, within our own
more ineffectual to accomplish their object should absolve those who
and should relax the bonds of society, by bringing upon the
Government, the odium of a state of things which its interference to the extent
proposed would inevitably aggravate.
No exigency, however pressing, is to induce you to undertake to furnish
supplies of food for any districts except those for which we have already
undertaken.
If twice the value of all the meal
I repeat that it is not a money question.
which has been or will be bought, would save the people, it would be paid at once.
It is not even a question of the encouragement of trade, except in a secondary
and subordinate degree ; but it is a question of making a very insufficient supply
of food go as far as possible amongst the population of a great, nation, and the plan
which has been adopted is, for the Government to take upon itself the responsibly of providing in a direct manner supplies of food for those sections of Ireland
and Scotland which were least likely to be provided for by the private trade, and
to leave the remainder of the country to the resources of that trade, and of the
relief organization and liberal money expenditure which have been everywhere
established. Our object in adhering to this plan is not to save money or to favour
the trade, but to save the country ; and we are convinced that inexpressible calamities would be the result of the Government attempting the utterly impossible
task of providing food for the whole of Ireland.
I entirely agree with you that, besides keeping up the stock in our depots, the
Government steamers, which can alone act with the certainty and promptness
the occasion requires, should be employed to the utmost possible extent in
assisting the Relief Committees in the conveyance of the supplies of food laid in
by them.
Three of the most powerful steamers in the Navy (the “ Avenger,” “ Birkenhead,” and “ Rhadamanthus,”) are to be appropriated as the carriers of the meal
ground at our mills in this country to the depots in Ireland and Scotland.
Two more steam vessels are employed on the Relief Service on the north-west
coast of Scotland, and a third is under orders for the same destination.
And every other disposable steamer will be sent to Ireland to be employed under
Admiral Pigot.'s directions, in concert with you and Commissary-General He wetson and Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, in conveying meal for the depots
and assisting the Relief Committees ; and if any of these vessels can be spared
from other more pressing services to fetch meal from Liverpool for the Relief
Committees, thereby- saving them the expense of freight, which falls heavily on
their funds, there can be no objection to it.
I am glad to find that you concur with me in considering the objections to Cork
as a storehouse for the western coast decisive.
With the help of the canals and
have

and

is

if

insufficient even for the

we were

to attempt more,

sphere, still

—

are really responsible,
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the Shannon, Dublin will be a great resource in this respect, but our principal
stores will be in the Thames and at Portsmouth and Plymouth, whence they will
be conveyed to the large steamers as occasion may require.
You will perceive, from the accompanying memorandum from Mr. Erichsen,
that a further purchase of 730 tons of Indian meal has been made at Liverpool,
and that more is expected to be obtained, all which I have directed Mr. Erichsen
to keep in store at Liverpool until you are ready to receive it.
The “ Rhadamanthus ” has been loaded at Portsmouth and sent on to Plymouth,
to wait for orders, and I have now requested that she may be directed to leave half
her cargo at Clifden (Manin Bay) and the other half at Belmullet.
I am glad to find that you concur in our proposed settlement of the question
regarding the Inspecting Officers, and I shall now send Colonel Jones an extract
from my letter to you of the 22nd instant, and shall request him to consider the
arrangement therein proposed as finally decided on.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from 3rd

to 5th

December, 1846, both days

inclusive.

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS.
No.

Locality, &e.

County.

I960

Cork

7879

King’s

....

7878

Westmeath

7880

Kerry

.

.

....

Doneraile Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions amounting to 3781. 3s., and solicit a grant in aid.
189/- recommended.
Parsonstown Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions
amounting to 551/. 14*. 9d., and solicit a donation on 400/., the
balance to be constituted as a charity fund, under the sole control
of the Committee.
200/. recommended.
Collinstown Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions
amounting to 71/. 17*. 6d., and solicit a donation in aid.
35/. recommended.
Tarbert Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions amounting to 109/. 15*., and
54/.

solicit

a grant in aid.

recommended.

Kinsale Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions amounting to 360/. 2*. 6d., and solicit a grant in aid
180/. recommended.
Castleblaney Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions
amounting to 345/. 15*, and solicit a grant in aid.

7877

Cork

7890

Monaghan

7873

Monaghan

7874

Tyrone

....
....

7921

Armagh

7959

Waterford

7889

Londonderry

172/. 10*. recommended.
Farnev Committee forward a certified list of subscriptions amounting to 353/. 13s., and solicit a grant in aid.
175/. recommended.
Urney Committee solicit a grant in aid of their subscriptions,
stating that they propose to apply a portion of such fund in providing, gratuitously, food for the labourers on Public Works,
whose earnings are insufficient to support their families, &c. The
mode proposed is by issuing tickets for a certain amount of food.
See answer annexed.
Keady Committee solicit a grant in aid of their subscriptions
amounting to 252/. 15*., and state that they propose to relieve
widows with young families, and infirm persons unable to earn a
sufficiency to support them by task-work or otherwise.
See answer annexed.
Villierstown Committee.
The chairman requests that the donation
granted may be paid to the present treasurer, whose receipt has

been forwarded.
Notified

to

Assistant Commissary-General

Cameron,

and

paper deposited.

1936
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Westmeath

.

.

Chairman of Articlare Committee inquires whether further
ments have been made on the baking of bread.

experi-

See answer annexed.
Castletown Delvin Committee inquire as to the rule laid down in Mr.
Labouchere’s letter of the 7th September last, permitting food to
be sold “ at the prices of ordinary years."
See answer annexed.
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Return of Correspondence, &c
.—continued.

LOCAL COMMITTEES,

&c.

County.
Locality, &c.

Donegal

Buncrana Committee

state that the Vice-Lieutenant
of
having acceded to a resolution
forwarded bv the
him, requesting that certain gentlemen

1

to

„

*

/

feSto

Informed that the

appointment of the Vice-Lieutenant
of ih.
county Donegal is the only
authority requisite for
,or *»
the C
Pom a
.tee's assembling for dispatch
of business.
Qmn and Clooney Committee. The Lieutenant
of county Clare
*"
reference to a resolution of the
Committee to unit, .hi
Door, to Quin and Clooney in fomhm
one
C°

»™«-

Clare

•

he

states that

trie” wifi

Sligo

full,

approves^

the

**£££&£*

”Sp‘te
m

^

mm '““.

arSngement
*

ha ‘ th '

of Quin die-

r
.he

2/1962

er

e

Wexford

Gor^y
y

,

Memoranda

by
T*?
Inspecting
°

Canpt ai n Stopford,
Ston f
Vr
Monomolm

.

;
1
visited

Ut

Officer,

Zw

“ 1C “ “* e

guidance

divhilTdes^
iliis

3/7924 Kerry

printed In^ruetbus.
reports that T, P
a

'

Committee, some of whose

subscriptions have been raised.
on paper sent to Captain Stopford
for
i

—

Killarney.

-

*•

*4

--The Ft,™,

“p

r-

stiRss: liti

Captain Reid, Inspecting Officer,
reports that the TGI

sir it. Feel s administration,
as regards thpir
adhete to the Tr.ssnry
regulation of wages and the prices
of

u,

.

^.toT^X%.* t

"' hil5t

“

food,

ti,,S

S/provm''
5/7964

Westmeath

,

,

and ca“not

Un<,er

"“

&

>

rlo™
g

»f «-hieh

th^

Paper with Commissarv-General.
Mullingar.
Lieutenant-Colonel Archer, Inspecting
Officer rP nnrf„
n
P
am gSt °jher matters states
2’
that Haggart s are
>
r
r
wdfsT’
well supphed
food considered abundant in
;
this diatrict? &c
&c
Paper with Commissary-General.
Clonmel Committee.
Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas
reports
i„
reference to the scrutiny of work
tickets by the
Committee’that
the chairman slates that half
the number on the
workfaS

T

Tipperary

12
L£

destitute. Also, that the landholders
are no, disposed to
e ° Wl,0m
e star ™*§
seeking work which

"

“n™”b,S“
7966

Tipperary

Paper with Commissary-General,
Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas reports
on the
and states that if advances be

betbard.

also

district,
{

Tipperary

state of

not made to small
holders
ec u nty of the co ming harvest,
to prepare their
,
,
plots
.

for

Paper with Commissary- General.
Cashel District. Lieutenant
Colonel Douglas

reports that an n..
plus of 1 d 0 in-door paupers,
and 528 on out-door relief
maintained by the Union workhouse
; and states that the format
o .can, in the district, to give
,

X’ ^
“

^ ^ ^
^mpleyml

“

t

fc

n

8033

Tipperary

C.m™a/;i£ erar
Mlynanty

de

‘°

““

Disteiot.

with

Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas reports
that he
attended the Presentment Sessions,
&c. j stated that there was
no
safety for the country unless
steps were taken to grow
increased
by landholders taking all the r|e
r
„ possSL „ff
the Public Works, and engaging them
in tillage.
Paper with Commissary-General.

SSlte w
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

LOCAL COMMITTEE,

continued.

Sic.— continued.
Locality, &c.

County.

Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas reports that
Committee.
near exhaustion of the sums prethe Committee, alarmed at the
consideration of the state of
sented for works in progress, solicit
the district.

Tipperary

Kfflenanle

Wexford

Gorev.

Paper with Commissary-General.
Captain Stafford, Inspecting

forms of

Officer, requests

his appointment,

announcing
notes to chairmen of Committees
for cooking Indian meal
and states that copies of the Instructions
should be distributed.
.
,
„
that InstrucThe notices required forwarded, and informed
now in press, will be immeditions for providing cheap food,
.

proceedings
Lieutenant-Colonel Archer reports on the
Committee.
of the Castletown Delvin

Mi.lhngar

4/7933 Westmeath, Castletown
Delvin Committee.

5/7922

City of

4/7823

Cork

Commissary-General.

Original with
attendance at the Mullingar
Lieutenant-Colonel Archer reports on his
and Rochfort Committees’ meetings.
.
Original with Commissary-General.
the proceedings of
Assistant-Commissarv-General Bishop reports on
at which he attended.
a meeiing of the Cork Committee
Original with Commissary-General.
that Inspecting
Assistant-Commissarv-General Bish-«p suggests
memorandum, in reference to
Officers be supplied with a printed
be required from Committees,
the chief points of information to
.
similar to a proposed form.
„
of the
the Commissary-General disapproves

....

Ditto

3/7881

Cork

Informed that
use of such a paper.
states on returning a
Committee. Vice-Lieutenant of county
the Committee, that
from Mr. Kirwan, elected chairman of
appointed to that office by him.
a different gentleman had been
notifying his resignation as chairman,
received from Rev. E. H. Seymour,
.

Tunm

Galway

7925)
7928]

letter

I

A

letter

Committee.

KE-ASSEMBLIN & OP COMMITTEES

AND APPLICATIONS FOE

BOOKS,

Sun

Locality, &c.

Wexford

i

789511 Cork

.

.

The Board

the

Committee apply for copies of
by Government for their guidance.

Forth Barony (No. 5 District).

•

different Circulars issued

of

Works

.

and of the lreasury
Copies of Government Instructions
Minute, 31st August last, sent.
issued to the Inspecting
for 60 copies of the Instructions

Apply

Officers of Relief Committees.

....

8041

annexed.
no
uvem,
books, &c.: viz.— n
Eight Committees apply for necessary
Inchageela, Aghabologue, KilKilmighil, Donoghmore, Bantry,

See answer

•

meen. and Drishane Committees.

Tipperary

.

.

,

,

,

Circular of 30th ultimo,
Notifications ate received iu reply to the
have been duly re-cimsMuted for the
stilting that Committees
Clonoulty and Cl.igher
following districts, viz— Cappawhne
Youghal, and Nenagh, Borriso
Athassel, &c„ Thurles, Bortis,

Lower Ormond,
Ardcroncy, Lower Ormond, Modrecny
Denygrath, Ou.hrath,
Ballygibbon, Upper Ormond, Borrisokane,
KlUenaule, Upi
and Mortlestown, Grangemoekler, DUndrum,
church, and Ballingarry.

leigh,

Replied

Tipperary

a'r?

ultimo,
reference to Circular issued 30th
re-assenibled tor
Committees have not been yet duly
Tubnd, and Kilaldriff.

reeme? in

stating that

the following districts, viz.— Emly,

7917
7914

Donegal

.

Kildare

.

|

I

Galway

.

Limerick

.

Noted.
Parish of All Saints, &c.

„

Committee request hooks, See.
Barony of Kilkca. Committee request books*, kc.
books.
Derreen Committee request a second supply of
Books, kc., sent.
Committee app y
Croagh. North Liberty Barony and Adare
books, &c.
,

79131
79851
and

Sent.

|

7983J
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continued.

BE-ASSEMBLING OF COMMITTEES AND APPLICATIONS POE
BOOKS, fe-a.K
No.

County.

Locality, &c.

7894

Wicklow

....

7938

Queeffs

....

Barony of Newcastle.
A complete list of Committees
barony is furnished by Vice-Lieutenant of
county.
J

for this

Noted.

Barony of Maryborough East, also Barony of
Portnahinch.
Return of the Committees in these baronies
is forwarded by the
1Ce
eUtenant
count y> w h°; at the same time, requests that
•D
"xr
Rev.
Mr. Brunker may be apprised of his appointment
to be
secretary of the Lea and Coolbanagher
Committee.
Noted, and Rev. Mr. Brunker is apprised accordingly;
at
same time, copies of the Instructions are forwarded

/

of the Committee,

for °
guidance

& c.

PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.
No.

7963

County.

Londonderry

Locality, &c.

Newtownlimivady Committee request forms of
recommendation
employment.

.

for

Informed that the forms required are provided
by the district
° f thC B ° ard ° f Works> aild not suPPl>ed
from this

^

7970

....

Wexford

office

Forth Barony (No. 5 District).
Committee request circulars, &c.,
relative to providing employment,
&c.

Forwarded

to

Board of Works.

MISCELLANEOUS.
No.

Couuty.

Locality, &c.

Armagh

Armagh Borough Committee
distressed,

state

that they select a class of the

whose earnings are considered by the Committee

insuf-

support, to whom they supply tickets for
meal
at 3 hd. per quarter stone
and the Committee pay every Monday
morning (on producing the card to their treasurer),
the difference
between 3.W. per quarter stone and the current
price of oatmeal
facient for then-

;

lor the preceding

week.
Informed that the arrangements proposed by the
Committee is the system of aiding
ow wages, which entailed so much evil on the labouring classes
in England under the
l^e Poor Laws ; and that, as it involves a
gratuitous
i

P™

wWU

.

distribution of the Relief

Fund

5
the Commissary-General cannot recommend
a donation to
be added by the Lord Lieutenant to the local subscriptions
gratuitous relief being only
;
Under he
rnmen *eSu ations t0 lhe actually infirm poor, and the!
only
;
I
where the uiuon w orkliouse is full.
Also informed, that the Commissary-General
recomends the Committee to consider whether means
may not be devised of usefully employing
,^
the
’

?r

1

wives of labourers, or other members of their families,
so that their united earn in
may provide a sufficient subsistence ; or whether, by resorting
to task-work, the labourers
may not themselves earn sufficient wages for the purpose.

4

Tyrone

•

•

•

.

|

Newtown stewart Committee
chere’s letter of the 7th

meal

inquire, with reference to

September

last,

what

is

Mr. Labou-

meant by

selling

at juices

of ordinary years ; and what price should
be
20/. per ton themselves.
Informed that the observation in the letter alluded to is
not intended for the guidance of
.le* Committees in fixing the price of food, which
is to be regulated by local market
prices, as required by the Treasury Minute
of the 31st August last; that' it is recommended to the Committee to review the prices of various kinds
of available food, buying
only the cheapest sort; also, that the food provided
be sold on commission, at a p'ricl
sufficient to repay fust cost with all charges, including
a commission allowance of 5/. per
cent., and observing that papers pointing
out various means of providing cheap food will
be immediately issued to Relief Committees.
Galway .
.
Clifden Committee request the use of some empty meal
,
.
bags for
a time, a large number being at present in the local

charged

I

when they pay

|

Government

I

store.

Informed

that the sacks alluded to are kept in account with
Government, and cannot be
being part of the responsibility of the
accountant ; that they are also for the public
be used when the expected foreign supplies arrive,
and could not be lent
without applying for a further supply, which
would delay the Commissariat service.

lent,

service, to

3
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continued.

Return of Correspondence, &c.

MIS CELL AN EOUS— continued.
Locality, &c.

Oughterard. Correspondent applies for a liand-mill.
Informed that iron hand-mills are on sale in this city at houses
to which reference is given.
Swords Committee state that they propose giving tickets to labourers
on provision traders, in part payment for meal.
referred to is open to the twofold objection of involving a
system
the
Informed that
and its employment in purgratuitous distribution of the Relief Fund in aid of wages,
be otherwise provided : also, that the
chasing food on less favourable terms than it may
a fund to which the
Government regulations do not authorize a gratuitous application of
actually infirm poor, and
Lord Lieutenant shall contribute, except for the relief of the
where wages shall not be suffithen only when the workhouse of the union is full ; that
devise some task of work
cient to provide subsistence for a family, the Committee should
sale food, which, by mixing
suitable to the labourers’ wives or children, or provide for
cheapen the cost of subsistence
different kinds, as meal and vegetables, &c., may
the Committee
observing, in reference to this object, that some papers will be supplied to

Galway

7884

.

7957

I

;

shortly.

Commissariat Relief Office, Dublin Castle ,
19 th December, 1846.

Mr. Stanley

to the

Reverend

Robert Hume.

Commissariat Relief Office, Dublin Castle,
December 3, 1846.
the relief in aid of
Sir Randolph J. Ron th begs to state that
the subscriptions raised in the
which the Urney Relief Committee propose to apply
classes, he is not
distribution of the fund among the able-bodied

Commissary-General
wacres, to

being a gratuitous
Government to the amount subscribed
authorized t? recommend a donation to be added by
gratuitous relief out of funds to which the
The regulations of the Government only authorize
actually infirm poor, and then only
Lord Lieutenant adds a donation, when limited to the
.
,
unions where the workhouses are full.
on every Saturday to labourers whose
tickets
food
The proposal of your Committee to give
families, involves the adoption of the aid of wages
earnings are not sufficient to support their
England under the late Poor Laws. It is therefore
svstenn which produced so much evil in
enabling the labourers to earn more
recommended to the Committee to consider the means of
their wives or other members of tneir
to
employment
affording
of
also
wanes by task-work ;
Relief Works, &c., may provide a sufficient
families, which, with their own earnings on the

district,

m

,

subsistence.

Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. Stringer.
Office, Dublin
December 4, 1846.

Commissariat Relief

Castle,

grant on the

Commissaby.Giinebal Sir Randolph J. South, before recommending a
which you have trmismitted requests to be
subscriptions for Ready Relief District, a list of
your Committee to afford relief to the classes
informed of the mode in which it is proposed by
and inarm persons not able to
mentioned in your letter, namely, widows with young children,
is proposed to give relief generally,
take tasks in the Public Works also tile mode in which it
;

works by severity of weather.
'
of Government,
The Commissary-General begs to refer your Committee to the regulations
the Instructions to
down in the Treasury Minute of the 31st of August last, and in
that a Relief Fund, to
Committees (copies of which are enclosed) and he desires to observe,
gratuitous relief, even partially,
which Government shall contribute, cannot be applied m
assisting the actually infirm poor.
except when the union workhouse is full, and then only in
on the means oi
papers
some
Committee
forward
to
the
He proposes in the ensuing week to
providing cheap food for the use of the labouring population.

of the ordinary
a* you observe, in case of an interruption
as laid

;

Mr. Stanley

to Sir

R. A. Ferguson.
Commissariat Relief Office, Dublin
December 3, 1846.

Castle,

the

Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routli begs to state, in reply to
brown bread, homjUioie
made by your letter of the 30th ultimo (received yesterday), that
per lb., an
wheaten meal, appears to be now sold by bakers in Drogheda at Uffi.
medium ot the local retail prices ^
labouring classes there, purchasing the meal at the
.
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2s. per stone), which they get baked for 3d., can thus have for 2s. Id. eighteen pounds of
This exceeds the price in the
bread, being the quantity that the stone of meal produces.
However, the wheat described in that paper was a dry foreign wheat (as
paper you allude to.
mentioned), which necessarily absorbed more water, and produced a greater weight of bread
than Irish wheat; but the information obtained from Drogheda shows, that by purchasing

Irish

wheat at present, or the meal, and having it made
wages which the labouring classes can earn.

into bread, the cost is still within reach

of the

Mr. Stanley

Mr. Robinson.

to

Office, Dublin
December 4, 1846.

Commissariat Relief

Castle,

Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh begs to state, in reply to your further
inquiry of the 3rd instant, that the rule in the Treasury Minute of the 31st of August last, as
Funds, to which Government shall have contributed,
the rule that Relief Committees administering such funds are bound to follow.
He desires to observe, that giving food under current prices, at a loss to the fund with which
it was purchased, is a relief in aid of wages, not sanctioned by Government, and is analogous
to the prices of food provided with Relief
is

payment of wages out of the poor
Laws, produced so many evils.

to the part

Where

rates,

which

families are so large, as that the earnings of

he

subsistence,

trusts that

some means

in

England, under the

one member are not

late

Poor

sufficient to obtain

of employing the females or youths can be adopted

by

the Relief Committee.
But if the Committee shall continue to sell under the prices of the local markets, the
account of expenditure cannot be admitted ; and he will be precluded from recommending
a donation to be made on any further subscriptions which the Committee may collect.
In the ensuing week he proposes to forward some papers to the Committee on the means of
providing cheap food for the use of the labouring population.

Mr. Stanley

to

Mr. Walker.
Office, Dublin
December 4, 1846.

Commissariat Relief

Castle,

directed to forward to you, in compliance with the request of Colonel J ones, 60
copies of the Instructions to the Inspecting Officers acting under the Commissary-General ;
to state, that it is particularly desired that these Instructions shall be given only to
and I
I

AM

am

the officers of the Board of Works who may require them, and with a direction that care be
taken to keep them from the public newspapers, or from public circulation.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Communications referred by the Under-Secretary for Ireland
General, from 7th to 9th December, 1846, both days

to the

Commissary-

inclusive.

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS.

D

9132

....

King’s

Tullamore Committee forward a memorial praying

for

a

liberal

grant in aid of the subscriptions (302/. 45. 3c/. certified), and
stating that they were obliged to sell wheaten meal at Is. S d.

&c.
per
Attention is drawn to the Treasury Minute of the 31st of August last (a copy forwarded), requiring that all food provided with funds to which Government may contribute, shall be sold at market prices ; stating, at the same time, that no deviation from
this rule can be made without necessarily discouraging local traders or others from
enlarging the supply on sale, and inviting a pressure on the low-priced stores of the
Committee, which must soon exhaust the Relief Fund, that ought to be maintained for
stone,

the whole period of distress ; observing that papers, pointing out various means of providing comparatively cheap food, will be immediately supplied to Relief Committees
and notifying, that as compliance with the regulations of Government is the condition
on which grants are made, it is necessary to obtain from the Committee a promise of
future conformity before one can be recommended on the subscriptions set forth in the
list

\V21,892

transmitted.

Mayo

I

—

Louisburgh. The Roman Catholic clergymen pray for the establishment of a depot at Louisburgh.

I

Informed that it is not intended to have a Commissariat depot at Louisburgh, as
is one at Westport; but that if any Relief Committee for the barony of Murrisk
shall collect subscriptions for providing supplies of food, a donation in aid will be recommended, on condition that the food shall be sold at market prices.

there

Z

21,182

Armagh

....

I

j
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Communications, &c.

continued.

APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS
No.

Z 21,182

D

9149

R 22,144

continued

.

Locality, &c.

County.

Armagh

Paper returned to Under Secretary, with memorandum,
stating that a letter precisely similar had been previously received from the Committee, by the Commissary-General, and
answered by return of post.
Tarbert Committee forward resolutions, stating that the people
have been without provisions for three days, not from want of
funds, but from the supposed impossibility of obtaining food
from Limerick, and praying for a supply from the ship

1

Kerry

“ Madagascar.”
Paper returned with memorandum for the Under Secretary, observing that a communication will be made by Commissary-General Hewetson on the subject ; but that
it does not appear that the parties have applied to Limerick.
Shanagolden Committee apply for two registry books for labour

Limerick

....

applicants.

Books forwarded on the 8th December, 1846, as requested by a
letter addressed to the Board ofWorks, and referred to this Office.
Under-Secretary,
Requesting that the attention of Relief
to the necessity of strictly scrutinizing the lists of applicants for employment ; and forwarding the
copy of a letter addressed to the Board of Works, in reply to
one representing the difficulties in respect to these lists, which
are met with by the Inspecting Officers of that Board.
Circular prepared, printed, and issued.
Copy annexed.
Sixty copies sent to Board ofWorks (8113), for the information of the Board’s Inspecting Officers.

—

The

8002

Committees may be drawn

Circular

to the

Secretary

of each

Relief Committee.

Commissariat Relief

Office,

December

Sir,

Dublin

Castle,

8, 1846.

Commissary-General Sir Randolph J. Routh has received directions from Government to impress on each Relief Committee the importance of closely investigating the
grounds on which employment on the Public Works shall be sought by each applicant.
Any want of attention to this essential preliminary duty necessarily leads to the admission
of persons to the Public Works who may not require relief, or may require it less than other
applicants,

whom

they exclude.

To admit all applicants would be productive of ruinous consequences, and is not necessary,
as many persons who apply are known to have other resources.
scrutiny is, therefore,
indispensable to keep down the amount of local taxation which the works will occasion, as
well as to distribute the employment among the really necessitous classes.
Applicants who have not any land should not be admitted on the registry for employment,
until it is clearly ascertained that they cannot get work in their usual pursuits ; that they have
been for some time unemployed ; and have no other present source of maintenance.
Applicants i oho have land should not be registered, unless the Committee shall be satisfied
that every person admitted is actually destitute of means of subsistence, and cannot obtain
them otherwise than by employment on the Public Works.
The extent of land held by each applicant should be carefully ascertained; and although
there are cases in which holders of a larger quantity than has been ordinarily held for potato
crop, may be rendered destitute by some combination of unfortunate circumstances, still it is
considered that the occupation of more land than may have been used for producing the
yearly supply of potatoes, must be held by the Committee as disqualifying the applicants
from employment without satisfactory evidence of destitution, as well as proof of inability to
procure subsistence, unless employed on the Public Works.
Each Committee should apply to the Board of Guardians of the Union, for permission to
extract from the rate book, or to receive from the Clerk of the Union (on making compensation
out of the Relief Fund a list of the occupiers of land in each townland within the relief
district, from which application for employment shall be made.
It is considered that any person whose land may be valued on the rate-books at 6/. or upwards, is likely to possess means of providing for the maintenance of his family without
resorting to the Relief Works; and the application of every such person should therefore
be rejected at once, unless the most undoubted evidence of destitution shall be presented.
In fixing on “61., or upwards” as an amount of value requiring rejection of the applicant,
it is not intended that lower amounts should be regarded as' entitling the occupiers of such
lesser holdings to admission, without questioning the necessity for relief in each case.
In
every case the most rigid scrutiny is necessary for public protection, and the Committee
cannot shrink from the duty of making it.

A

The evidence of destitution which the Committee should require is not intended to be
ordinary viva voce testimony, but searching local investigation, made in Committee, as well a3
in the tovvnlands.

,

I have, &c.,

W. Stanley,
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.

Retom of Corresponden ce

from 7th

to 9th

December, 1846, both days

inclusive.

LOCAL COMMITTEES.
"
tovlity, to.

I

8048

Longford

7990

Sligo

£.
.

Clonbrony, Barony

.

Granard

....

7996

Wexford,

*.

barony

d.

s.

of
.

.

.

Skreen, barony of
Tireragh

....

I

63

0

0

55

13

0

£118 13
0
Fethard (No. 4 District) Committee request that
missary-General will apply for a grant out of the Calcutta
Fund, in aid of their Relief Fund.
Informed that all applications to the Trustees of the Calcutta
Fund should proceed directly from the local bodies or indivi-

of

ilburnc.

duals soliciting a contribution

:

reference

APPLICATIONS WITH REFERENC E TO MEAL, FOOD,
locality,

1

7995

Westmeath

is

made

to the Office.

&c.

to.

....

Mullingar Committee inquire where rice and Indian meal may be
procured, and the price.
Informed that Indian meal is 16/. to 17/. per ton, but that East
India rice may be
bought in Dublin for about the same price, and will
go further in use.
Reference is
to the corn merchants for more
minute information; observing that papers
means ol providing cheap food, will be forwarded to the Committee
in a
Jew days.
I

made

pointing out

7999

Cork

The Very Rev. Lord Mountmorres, Chairman

of the Kildorrery
Committee, states that the Committee pay 10-j. carriage
for
each ton of Indian meal, and allow 12s. 6d. a-week for
selling
to a person keeping a public-house, whose sons are
stewards on
the Public Works, while his son-in-law has horses
employed on
the works throughout the season.

Informed that the arrangements for the sale of food
provided by the Committee
should be reconsidered that the person employed to
make sales should be an individual of character, not in any manner
connected with the Public Works, or engaged in
° °

—

the retail of spirituous liquor.

PaP er

sent to

Mr. Bishop, Inspecting

C° r *c

6

Officer.

Glanworth Committee propose to open a shop for the sale
of
soup at Id. per quart; and inquire if the balance
of the
Relief Fund of last season, amounting to 70/., can be
applied

.

for this purpose.

Informed

that if the price at which the Committee
propose to sell the food to be provided with the Relief Fund balance, shall be
sufficient to prevent a loss of this fund
there cannot be any objection to the course
intended; but observing that the sale of
tood, of any kind, at prices not sufficient
to repay all the expenses of providing it
cannot be sanctioned; also, that the Committee will
he immediately supplied with

P a >ers P omtln g out various means of providing cheap food.
Fermanagh
.
Killinagh Committee inquire if the
l

40

.

.

.

Commissary-General will pay
to the poor of the

I

the constables assisting in the issue of meal
!

district.

Informed that the whole of the expenses incident to the sale of
food bv a Relief
should be included in the price charged for it, with the first
cost, &c.

Com mittee
|

APPLICATIONS

FOll

G HANTS.

S0G2

Meath

Castle

8001

CnorKF

_ C0UntL or t0 Mr. Nugent, the Chairman of the Committee.
Dundcrrow Committee having collected subscriptions, pray

a

Rickard Committee.

— Secretary and Treasurer, requesting

of the members, &c.
Informed that there is not any
office, and referred

list

mittee in this

aid

list

of the Castlerickard

to the

exceeding the ordinary proportion;

Com-

Vice-Lieutenant of the

this

being their

for

first

appeal.

Copies of printed Instructions, and of the Treasury Minute
of 31st August last, are
forwarded; observing that the latter regulates the amount of grants
to be made on
local subscriptons
that the former points out the manner in which a grant may
;
be
obtained ; and that both contain rules for the application
of Relief Funds.

3
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

continued.

LOCAL COMMITTEES— continued.

books, &c.
Canaway Committee.— The Secretary applies for
returned CanInformed that the Lieutenant of the county has
&c., to which
away parish as part of the district of Moviddy,
last.
hooks were forwarded on the 20th October
inquiring what
Jonesborough Committee forward a resolution,
amount.
and
the
fund the secretary is to be paid from,
this purpose,
Informed that there is not any other fund for
local subscriptions and the
except that which maybe formed by
Instructions, a copy of
donation in aid, as pointed out by the

I

I

1/8005
I

which

is

enclosed.

...

.

.

inquires i» to what
Lieutenant-Colonel Archer, Inspecting Officer,
contra-distinction
may be denominated Letters “ received,”
for w eekly return of
from letters answered in the form supplied
of proposed
of his duties, and also as to the heading

m

arrangement

"^

received, there sho
Informed that under theTead of letters
enclosed
properly so called, and not office papers merely
g.ven of proposed bus ness will
2nd query, that at first the description to be
transactions of Relief Committees.
o-eneral nature, such as inquiry into the
8
Committees of Tralee, LisCaptain Reid reports attendance at the
and states that they are proceeding well.
Tarbert,
towel, and
Captain Reid reports further progress.
,
Rochof his visit to p
Lieutenant-Colonel Archer reports the result

3/8031

.

5/8051
6/8004

fort

Bridge Committee.

.

,

.

receipt of papers, and
Lieutenant-Colonel Archer acknowledges
arrangements, &c.
gives an outline of his visiting

9/8052

several Committees.
Captain Stopford reports his visits to
appearance of the lands
Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas reports on the
Templemore, which he conalong the road between Thurles and
that agricultural
be fine grain soils, and observes,

3/8006

J7
8053

siders to

,

8055
7860
8054

operations are there in progress.

to Thurles Committee,
Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas reports his visit
Committees.
where he met the leading men of four other

Cashel Account Current,
Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas forwards the
of its having affixed to
observing on the peculiar circumstance
Comevery party but the treasurer of the
it the signature of

1

J

mittee.

—

payment as secretary

Correspondent applies for
Dungloe.
gloe Committee.
,
.... applicant
.
Forwarded to the chairman, of which

Dun-

to

.

•

•

is

apprised.

PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.

states, in reference to ‘he
Kildorrerv Committee.— Chairman
are held-, one (lor a par
labour lists, that opposite opinions
names
are completed, other
ticular object), that after the lists
books are do
added'; on the other side, that the

mT, be

direction to

revise,

.

m

the lists are sent in, and that the
Committee only to strike out the
the Instructions, authorizes the
name, of persons found to have other means of »»PP°'ffie «ouc
on
to the lists of persons employed

whm

Informed that no additions can be made

by the
Works, except when further names are required
with a view to which latter obje
struck off as not entitled to employment ;
,
a revision be made by the Committee.
, labour
v .
lists.
Bellaghy Committee request forms for
Londonderry .
Apprised that the forms are supplied by the

J

should

,

1

of Board of

Tyrone

Works.

.

local engineer

»
m future

that
forward resolution to the effect,
electoral divisi
no person beyond the precincts of each
destitution) shall
district (unless in case of extreme
of applicants
for employment, to the exclusion

rec^

the division.

„ ..

Camus Committee

tickets

wm

,

.

Committee will send
the oommiuee
works to which me
Informed that if the work,
dmg ;thin lhe
division, none but persons res
charged
iharged exclusively on each electoral
d>
woiks pre
be put on the lists for employment on the
s
respective divisions should
’•csnective
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PUBLIC, RELIEF

continued.

Locality,

County.

No.

The Board

8045

419

continued.

W ORKS

& c.

Forward Extracts from Reports of the Inspecting Officers for
the counties of Armagh and Donegal relative to the extreme destitution existing in Upper Tews, and Upper Orior, county Armagh, and the irregularity of the returns made out by the Relief

of Public

Works.

Committees in the county Donegal.
See answer annexed.

8558

Tipperary

8008
8059
8114

Donegal
Kings
Queen’s
Tyrone

•

•

.

«

.

of Works, in acknowledging a letter of 24th ultimo,
relative to delay in paying wages, state that their local officer
reports,
“ In almost all cases, from ten to fourteen days of

The Board

—

pay cannot be avoided, as the pay sheets are not made
the week is concluded, and must be then inspected and
Deposit.
checked, before being sent to the pay clerks.”
for immediate work.
arrears of

till

•7931

8105

—

Raphoe Committee pray

....
....
....
Wexford ....

Castlejordan Committee request forms of labour

Emo

Committee

of

immediate works.

for

W orks.

APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS, PAPERS,

Tipperary

8016

1

Meath
Limerick

8049
7970
8072

Wexford
Galway

8043
8068

Kildare
'

Kilkenny

.

&c.

Locality, &c.

County.

No.

8070

list.

ditto.

ditto

Urney Committee pray

Killurin Committee pray for increased works.
Informed that their applications are forwarded to the Board

Templemore, Killen, Tubrid, Kilcummin, Shaurahan, &c., and
Tomevara Committees. Sent.

•

....
....
....
....
....
.

—
—Sent.
—

George’s Cross Committee.

Sent.
Castletown Arra Committee.
Shanagolden Committee. Sent.

Broadway Committee.

—
— Sent.

Eyrecourt Committee.
Turlough Committee.

1
>

Killain, &c., Committee.

Sent.

)

Lieutenant of County notifies a change in the Secretary of Timahoe Committee. Noted.

—

Names

Chairmen and

of

Barony

Secretaries of the several

of Shillelogher

are

Committees in

supplied by Vice-Lieutenant of

County.

8013

Queen’s

8011

Tyrone

....
....
....

8040

Longford

....

8067

Cavan

Noted, and books, &c., forwarded.
Clankee Committee apply for books for Kingscourt Sub-Committee.

— Sent.

Vice-Lieutenant of county furnishes name of Chairman and SecreNoted.
tary of the Borris, &c., Committee.

—

Lieutenant of County supplies

name

of Chairman

COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE TO SEED RYE,

Mayo

&c.

Locality, &c.

County.

No;

£019

and Secretary of

Ballygawley Committee.
Noted, and books, &c. sent.
Clonbrony Committee apply for Acts, Papers, &c.
Informed that the Acts and Papers were forwarded on 13th
October last, but that a further supply is now sent.

.....

Bellmullet Committee inquire what quantity of seed rye can be
obtained by them from the Commissary-General.
Informed that arrangements for distribution of the seed rye,

&c

.,

tees.

received, will be

—

Mr. Stanley

to

communicated immediately

to

Commit-

Mr. Hornsby.
Commissariat Relief

Dublin

Castle,

December

Office,

9, 1846.

Having laid vour letter of the 7th instant, and its enclosures, before CommissaryBoard oi Works.
General Sir Randolph J. Routh, I am directed to convey his thanks to the
Armagh,
With respect to the distress in the baronies of Upper Fews and Upper Orior, county
and
where the Inspecting Officer (Lieutenant. Griffith) reports “the poorer class of /aimers
he having witnes^dmany instances
cottiers generally to be in a state approaching to starvation,

—
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—

and famine, I am to state that the Commissariat arrangements are
by the Government, to the western division of Ireland.
In reference to the Report of Captain O’Neill, from the county Donegal, pointing to the
irregularity of Relief Committes there in placing the names of small farmers on the lists of
applicants for work, I am directed to state that a circular is going forward to the Committees,
drawing attention to the necessity which requires that they should make a strict scrutiny in
every case, at the same time referring to the regulation for excluding occupiers of land rated at
67. or upwards, unless found to be actually in destitution, like, for example, the poorer class
of
farmers in the county Armagh, many of whom are found by Lieutenant Griffith to be in a
state approaching to starvation.
of absolute destitution
restricted

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

December

26, 1846.

I send you a note of the extent of storeroom now available for the reception of supplies in the several depots in the river Shannon, under Commissary-

General Hewetson, which he has since sent
City of Limerick
Tarbert (Madagascar)
Kilrush

.

me

.

.

.....
.

.

.

:

4250
4000
5000

sacks of meal
ditto
ditto

Equal, at 8 sacks of 20 stone each to the ton, to 1656 tons.
For meal in barrel, or biscuit in bags, a greater quantity may be stored, as they
can be piled higher up than meal sacks.
Corn in bulk cannot be stored with security in the floating depots.
Added to this, a further magazine can be secured for about 1000 tons in a convenient situation.
I send you copies of the reports of Assistant Commissary-General Inglis, from
Skibbereen, which I think are very satisfactory but it will be necessary to extend
the same arrangements to Skull, Baltimore, and Crookhaven.
I have a short note from Mr. Monsel, of Tervoe, stating, that at least 250
acres of flax will be sown, and that each of these acres will require a Riga barrel
of seed.
I send you my answer to Mr. O’Connell.
I avoided entering into any discussion with him.
His chief object was evidently that the tranquillity should not
be disturbed at Cahirceveen, and the detachment of troops will secure this.
I send you some extracts from Mr. Dobree, which explain the necessity of our
issuing at the new posts now forming in Donegal.
;

Enclosuee.
Assistant Commissary-General Inglis to Commissary- General

Hewetson.

Skibbereen, December 21, 1S46.
I did not receive your letter of the 19th instant until after I had made arrangements
with a Committee already formed for the relief of the poor, by giving them soup on a small
Together with this Committee I have had the able assistance of several of the most
scale.
respectable persons in the place, who have subscribed 857., and paid it into the bank, and I have
met them with a similar sum, making 1707., which will enable us to open two large establishments for the daily supply of soup, to a large and starving number of people, for nearly two
months. And 1 have made them a further promise, that if they comply with the conditions I
have made with them, I will solicit leave to give them a further sum. A copy of the resolutions, together with several other important and startling documents, I will bring with me for
your information.
You will hardly credit that between the 5th November and the 21st December, 197 persons
have died in the poorhouse alone, besides nearly, if not quite, half that number have died in their
cabins, or have been found dead in the lanes or streets.
On my arrival on Saturday, a girl
about nine years old was found lying on a heap of dirt near the police barrack, dead, her fat her
and mother having died a few days previously. Also two men were discovered dead in a
miserable hut, partly rat-eaten, and no one to remove them.
With the assistance of the police
I had the three buried, but without the attendance of a clergyman or any other person.
The
tact is, they have come to a resolution to bury them without coffins or clergyman, and to appropriate these expenses to the support of the living.
You will find that no part of the money lodged in the bank is to be drawn out for the
expense of the soup-houses without being countersigned by Mr. Hughes, and that he is to be
furnished daily with the number of persons receiving soup, which return he is to forward direct
to Sir R. J. Kouth.
If I get the second establishment under way to morrow, I will leave this on early Wednesday
morning, on my return to Limerick.
large number got a supply of excellent soup to-day.
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members of the Relief Committee hut T
’
‘h-y had not agreed to«Ter
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Soup Committee
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Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Rooth.
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Skibbereen, December 23, 1846.
the goodness to inform Sir Randolph that,
owiiw to the bad state of th.
not reach this place until late on Saturday,
anS that on Sanda/l

Will you have
roads

1 dtd

cXd

and

o,^ severe!

upon several clergymen and other respectable
perand that 'l1 a erla, " ed ,na‘ ‘hey had
already established a Committee for the
relief of
the distressed, andf.issued a small
quantity of soup daily.
day 1 requested a meeting of all the respectable
persons in and about this place
and stated to them, that Iron, all I could
see and hear, their present relief
“as ouiS h,
hepreS S " anl s of 'he poor and distressed pcophTof
this unfortunate place
and hat, iffth
T? subscribe the sum of
they would
85 /, and place it in the bank, I would gfve
an
equal sum, and we should, without delay,
establish two* large soup-houses, one at
each^ndof
the town, which was at once agreed to
and the sum subscribed, tom-tiler with the 85/
I nave
was deposited
the bank, with the understanding that no
part wa! to tadrawn ^unlesfthe
'V er° cou " Icrsigned
by Mr. Hughes, agreeably to the copy therewith
enclosed) of the
mso lutton drawn up at the meeting, signed by Mr.
Somerville, chairLin j who, by the wiv fa
’
most lespectable gentlemanly person, and has
- 1
great influence here.
a' present a holier of 125 gallons,
and a second of about 60 gallons under wav
tintti"
6 4
‘°£“ f r tb S reaS0 ”' that ,he Cowreiden having a lame boiler a.
Cork' wh.Vh'w
Coik,
if
?
which is to *.
be here
on Saturday,
it would not be worth while
to remove the small one
from its present place for a few days and,
moreover. Sir William Binder havinw kindly
;
given
llle nort h end of the town, having
a large fire-place at one end, where i/can
J
be
placed, andj the other part of the building
can be fitted up for the issue of meal in retail
50ry
a ',ful exlel,L S!nce the 5th November to the
20th
December
107 persons ?'
Decembei, 197
have died in the poorhouse, and at least half that
number out of it
many having been found in the back lanes and streets
lying dead, without any one to
10 anord
afford'
*
thorn the most common rites of burial.
can assure you, that on Saturday evening
1_
after my arrival, I had three unfortunate
persons
buried by tile police, without clergyman or
any one to attend their relics to the grave?
one a
m "° iS f ge> 1 er ber a,ld mo,her havi "« <1!e<1
a fe 'T da ys previously’ found
!
l™ °d°ad
°r r
**
° th r ‘ w0
ld
iu a ho, e1 a " d
°
eaten by
fatu
The
l e *act ,s that
b "l fever
\
andf bowelf°“‘
complaints have reached to such a pitch
‘j
that the
people beg.n to fear going near each other.
In many instances the dead bodies are
teken a
fr ° m
he CaL,ms’ and thrown mto a grave without a coffin.
But
you
must
v
recol
I
b
rtall
C ° nfi ned
a ce rta n class of persons, who are always to be
y
found in
and a
about
hout all
allT°
r
towns
Ireland,
such as the labouring people and beggars. The
country neonlo
generally never looked more healthy, and,
I am told, will have provisions till about
May- next
i hey are eating the produce
of their own grain, and paying no rents.
Captain Reid is here; he came from Skull
this morning, and tells me that the poor
there are
a sad state of destitution, and I have
also learnt the same accounts from
Baltimore and
rookhaven; and you may rely upon it, that if some
timely aid is not given, they will soon be in
6 miserable state that they are in here.
I have the same accounts from Ba-trv
and
-.11 up
all
'
in that direction
and also at Banclon 1 understand they are in a dreadful
;
state
I have had every assistance from .Air.
Hughes he is a member of the Soup Committee
bv
t0 lf 3nd he laS also kindl offeI ed his services
to attend and instruct
y
i/makin^
" ™ kl ng S0U at the south-east establishment,
l
and its being near his residence will oi ve him
P
f
frequent
opportunities of looking in to see what is going
on.
I have no doubt, when the tZo
houses are well under way, that you will
find the most beneficial results will be felt
from such
bShl
by le dlSt SSed
are to have one of
police at each house, to prewnt row
t
/
?
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Skibbercen, December 21, 1846.

the

tase

»T

held at
of Proceedings of a Meeting
a ooup ivi
for the purpose ot estaWismng
R C. Adv. of Skibbereen, neighbourhood.
the Poor of Skibbereen and
Board of Guar_
...
Chairman of the Relief Committee and
t,
T p

Matures

^ The

followin'*

arrangements were entered

deposited^ some bank by the

‘having been

into, viz

i

•

..

C— ^Xnt'be
e

drawn by an order

byMr

“” d

for transmission to the

Commi^ry-General, Sir Randolph R^^th.^

industry.
unable to support themselves by

“of

carrying into

boilers to

^

be

set up,

imUate operation tbe^egomg -angements,

Sir R.

Routh

to

-

established in

an apparatus be

^

Mr. O’Connell, M.P.
The

Castle, Dublin,

December 10, 1846.

I.HAVU the honour

IE
am

I

toJoS’ buSneSISo

f

will

meet your

by

a distribution °f biscuit an
you
not in my power to make to

whom

it is

^

to about one
Cahirciveen, breaking partly through
°f
ir
at

larg
sorry to acquaint you that a

the Committee,
I regret that

mea
a

^ftJTm

sale ot

^

biscuit in store

i

at Cahirtra ns-

object.

Of a Letter from

.‘I

A„u

Mccll to issue a
ptStum
of

snow

;

s°at

fh-

us by the heavy and
Ke\«n forced unavoidably uponmorning.

the ground

was again covered with

it

unusually early

fall

this

Deputy Commissary-General Ibbetson

to

Mr. Teevelyan.

1846.
Malta, December 26,
Admiral had e “„
of the 3rd inst., that the
b
i)
corn meal (ground at tto steam
gaged a vessel to convey the Indian
theieo„o «
ofler of beans to fill up
an
accepted
had
I
Ireland, and that
o lb
offered to supply'pease instead
trial
salm ; hut the same parties having
having
advisable to accept the same,
per salm, I have thought it
I
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make excellent soup with, a good deal of boiling, and much more
nutritious, as an article of food, than beans; but I propose to put on board a small
that these pease

quantity of the beans as a sample.
The cargo now shipping on board the “ Robert,” a vessel of
and which brought us out salt meat from England, is

272 tons

register,

Indian corn meal, 295,743 lbs. in casks, the produce of 664§ salms.
Barley meal, 81,200 lbs. in 290 sacks of 280 lbs. each.
Pease, 898£ salms ; there may be more required to fill up the vessel completely.

The

vessel

is

expected to be ready for sea by the 30th instant.

further by the mail, via

Southampton, which leaves

Sir R.

Routh

to

I will write

this evening.

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle,

Dublin, December 26, 1846.

In reply to your letter No. 422, dated 23rd instant, I have the honour to
request your reference, for the information of the Right Honourable my Lords
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, to the able Report of Assistant Commissary-General Bishop, on the Donoughmore district, which will give to you a
clear explanation of the state of the baronies of East Muskerry ; and I beg to
acquaint you that I have applied to the Board of Works, and expect their answer
in the course of the day, to ascertain if they require an advance of money to
commence the works in question, and I shall bring the subject at once under the
notice of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant.
I hope to communicate to you the result before the mail closes.

Captain O’Brien to Mr. Trevelyan.

Limerick, December 26, 1846.
I

have

directed

at present derive the

my

attention to the sources from whence the peasantry
their existence depends.
These

employment on which

sources are
1st. Agricultural labour.
2nd. Labour on the public roads under the Act, 9 and 10 Viet. c. 107.
Labour under Mr. Labouchere’s letter of the 5th of October.
4th. Labour under the regulations as to loans for drainage embankments,
which provision is made in the Public Works Act, 9 Viet., c. 1.
With respect to the first, it has been stated that the farmers cannot obtain
labourers, and the land is, therefore, being thrown out of cultivation.
I believe
there is much misconception on this point, and instead of farmers being put to
great inconvenience and loss for the want of labourers, they are employing as
many, or nearly so, as they usually employ at this season of the year. I am told
by really practical agriculturists, on whom every reliance must be placed, that
hitherto the labourers had but little to do at this period, as they did not prepare
the ground for oats till March, potato-setting not commencing until April or
May, and turf-cutting being done in the summer. It is true that the little
demand for manual labour and its consequent cheapness induced the farmers to
have their stubbles dug by spade at this time instead of having them turned over
by the plough ; but there was a doubt among them whether it was not better
to let the land remain untouched until the spring.
This year those who desire
to turn the stubble will do so by the plough, because at the present high rate of
wages spade labour would be too expensive. Sowing wheat is proceeding as
usual.
Between Nenagh and Birdhill, a distance of 10 miles, I counted 71 men
and 16 sets of ploughs and harrows at work in the fields within an average
distance of 300 yards from the road on either side.
But the real difficulty will be experienced in March and April if the labourers
cannot be procured then to get the Lent corn into the ground. How this difficulty is to be met I am not now prepared to suggest.
At present, I can only
state the fact, which is one of great importance.
The poor people who have land are doing all they can to spare the corn for
seed.
I have hear$ instances of their having stinted tliemseves to one meal

3rd.

&c., &c., for
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a-day rather than break in on the seed corn ; but present hunger is more pressing
Rian provision against future want: no famishing man will long practice selfdenial, and deep inroads have already been made on this store.
With respect to the labour on the roads under the Act 9 and 10 Vic. c. 107,
I need scarcely say that it has saved thousands from death by starvation
but
otherwise it has, as I am informed, been of little value. The old high-roads
have, in many places, been rendered impassable.
The Dublin Mail was upset
close to this place the other day.
The old bye-roads have had more money
expended on them than the value of all that will ever travel over them many
times told.
The new lines of road are, for the most part, constructed where the
wants of the country did not call for them.
But it will be said there were other objects in view besides the mere improvement of the communications through the country, viz., to coerce the landlords
into employing the people on their respective estates ; and to establish in Ireland
the wholesome system of task-work in lieu of daily wages.
From what I can
learn, success has not attended the steps which have been taken for either purpose.
In Clare, certainly, the landlords have done nothing to abstract the labour from
the roads.
Though task-work has been adopted on the Public Works, it has
not become popular with the labourers themselves, owing, mainly, to the want
of a sufficient number of competent overseers who have been in the habit of
setting bodies of men to work, apportioning the tasks among the several gangs,
and measuring up the work afterwards, so that each individual employed might
know what he had to do at starting, might be able to make the most of his
time, and afterwards be certain of being fairly paid for what he had done.
At
present the masses of labouring men are too vast to be easily handled, and most
of the overseers are without experience many of them without honesty.
The
labourers argue that, if daily wages at a fixed amount were paid to them, all
would be treated alike but when it is left to the overseer to apportion the tasks,
to measure up, and, practically, to decide how much each is to receive without
any previous covenant or explanation, they say that they know not what is
before them either as to the extent of work they are about to perform or the
price which they are to be paid for it ; and according to the prejudices of the
overseer or the bribes which he is offered are they treated and paid.
There is,
undoubtedly, much truth in this.
But the engineers find it almost impossible to
obtain good overseers, and I believe they are not unfrequently in the dilemma of
being obliged to retain men of doubtful capacity, or even suspected mal-practices,
because they could only supply their places by those whom they know to be as
bad or even worse.
With respect to the operation of Mr. Labouchere’s letter of the 5th of October,
I understand that hereabouts but little has been done under it.
The landlords do
not like it. They say, first, because as the work of drainage is to be done by the
labour of the destitute at the present high prices, it will be performed neither so
cheaply nor so well as to enable them to reap a profit, although the capital so
expended be at a rate of only
per cent, interest.
Secondly, because they are
not absolved thereby from bearing their proportion of the repayment of the sum
expended on Public Works in their electoral division. Thirdly, because there is
no certainty as to the apportionment of the cost, or of the prospective possible
profit between the landlords and the tenants.
In certain cases, too, where an electoral division is very poor, and many destitute persons are contained in it, while the remainder of the barony is not so poor,
and where from the geographical positions of the electoral divisions the distances
which the labourers would have to be sent from the very poor division to another
division would be inconveniently great, it has been found necessary to conduct
the
baronial sessions under the Act, and not under Mr. Labouchere’s letter.
But there is an additional reason, and one which is more powerful than all the
others, I believe, though not prominently avowed
and that is, the Legislature
;
neither will nor can cause repayment of the advances by the Executive Government for Public Works to be made out of the land ; but, on the other hand, will
compel the repayment from the land of monies spent in thorough drainage and
;

—

;

subsoiling.

And here I may observe that the mass of the people firmly believe the money
paid for Public Works will be provided from the general funds of the State.
say the loss of the potato is by the hand of the Almighty it is a destruction
of property not caused by the fault or act of man a disaster, the sad effects of

They

:

:
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which ought not to be borne exclusively by the owners of the land in Ireland, but
should be regarded as a great national loss to which the whole community must
contribute through the instrumentality of taxation.
With regard to the instructions from the Board of Works as to loans for
drainage, embankments, &c., &c., under the Act Vic. 9, c. 1, to which allusion
is made in the Treasury Minute of the 1st of December, and in your letter to the

Commissioners of the 15th, I have heard nothing but commendation. Before I
left Dublin, Mr. Radcliff bad given me several copies of the printed Instructions
They have been much approved of, and I hope and
to distribute as I thought fit.
At the same time you ought to
believe that they will be extensively acted upon.
be made aware that there is a great disinclination on the part of the landlords to
involve themselves in any additional debt or undertaking until they know beyond
a doubt what the law will be, and how they may be affected eventually by the Act
of Parliament alluded to your letter.
Much has been written and said against the Relief Committees, and, in several
instances, there has been much which is reprehensible ; but from what I hear I
am inclined to think that the majority have done their duty. The majority, too,
of the priests, considering how they are circumstanced, have behaved well ; and
certainly, the patience and self-denial of the people have been beyond all praise.
The labourers work for their wages, but seeing clearly that what they are doing
on the public roads is of no real value, their heart, as they say, is not in it.
Naturally quick in feeling, and acute in intellect, they have no lively interest in
the completion of a task winch, though it keeps them from starvation, is manifestly
unproductive.
I

must now close

this long letter.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.

Treasury, December 28, 1846.

Overleaf you will find a copy of the application I have made to Mr.
Lewis for the assistance of some of liis Assistant Poor Law Commissioners, and
Pray speak at once to Mr. Twisleton, and tell him that the gentlemen we wish to borrow from the Poor Law system are to be employed under you
in looking after the Relief Committees, stimulating them to exertion, and x-eporting
to you in what cases and to what extent assistance ought to be given.
We consider it here as perfectly understood that the depots in the Westei-n District are to be henceforth opened for the sale of food as far as may be prudent and
necessary ; that although the poor-houses are to be extended, and rates levied as far
as practicable, we are mainly to depend upon the Relief Committees for the relief
of ui-gent distress, and that you are authorized to double, and I would say, in a
very extreme case, to more than double, the local subscription of a Relief Com-

of his reply.

mittee.

The Secretary of the Admiralty

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Admiralty Deeembei' 28, 1846,
,

With

reference to your letter of the 19th instant, stating that the Lords
are of opinion that the “ Rhadamanthus ” and “ Stromboli” steam vessels should be entirely appropriated for the conveyance of meal, and

of

Her Majesty’s Treasury

another powerful steam vessel should be employed on that service, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, that the
“ Rhadamanthus” has been ordered to take on board as much meal as she can stow,
at Portsmouth, and to proceed direct to Clifden, county Galway, and Belmullet,
county Mayo, with directions to leave half her cargo at each place, and to return
to Plymouth immediately
also that Her Majesty’s steam ship “ Avenger ” has
been ordered to be loaded with meal at Devonport ; and that Her Majesty’s steam
ship “ Dragon,” now at Sheerness, will be appropriated for this service when
that

,*

ready.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

December

29, 1846.

Transmit copies of this letter to Sir R. Routh and Sir Edward Coffin, for their
information.
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Sir R. Routii to Lieut .-Colonel

Douglas.

December

The

28, 1846.

which impede improvement in Ireland are not susceptible of
speedy change
they are deep-seated and complicated, require skilful legislation,
social repose, an alteration of long standing practice, and an application of capital
to the soil much beyond the amount now so applied.
All these will take much
time, and living men can only hope to see them in progress.
To be sanguine
of seeing much improvement soon realized, is to be building hopes without founcauses
;

dation.

The first object should be to get as much food from the land as was obtained
before the potato failure.
If the roads could be adjusted, and all lands turned to the labour necessary for
obtaining the supply of food which is required, there would be ample reward for
exertion, and the hope of success is neither very uncertain nor remote.

The Inspecting Officers should rather make their inquiries according to their
opportunities afforded by intercourse with Relief Committees than by the distribution of queries.
Abuudant means of information will be presented even in the
examination of the claims of applicants for employment.
You

state that fever is rapidly increasing.

Wherever fever is increasing, the Relief Committee should be made aware that
Board of Guardians of the Union ought to provide a temporary hospital as by
Leaving the poor ill with fever at their homes is productive of

the

law required.

great misery.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The
I

have been

to reply, that I

Castle, Dublin,

December 28, 1846.
it was necessary

overwhelmed with letters to-day, to which
must write only part of what I have to say.
so

I forget if I sent to you, as I intended, the additional Instruction to Committees
in regard to donations.
I now enclose it.
It was drawn up at the desire of Mr.

Labouchere, and corrected by him.
I also send you a copy of my letter to Assistant Commissary-General Bishop,
like manner submitted to and approved by Mr. Labouchere before it

which was in
was sent.

The object of it is to extend to all those remote places at the south-west the
advantage of the same arrangements as those now in force at Skibbereen for the
establishment of soup-shops, which, indeed, in the inability of these people to
purchase the more expensive food, is almost their only resource.
I am so little satisfied with the state of Mayo and Roscommon, and see how
it is to rouse those two counties to some exertion in their own behowever I am pressed here I must detach Mr. Adams on this duty.
experience he will acquire will only fit him the more for the duties hereafter
which cannot be carried on by new men.

indispensable
half, that

The

at Dublin,

Our

present prices are as follow

Indian corn
Indian meal

Oatmeal
Barley meal

:

.....
.....
.....
.....

Biscuit (the old biscuit assorted)

Pease

Wheat meal

1 received a letter from Mr. Chappie,
on, on the whole, better than the stone.
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It would not he wise to put barley
Pray tell me what you think of the prices.
meal and pease higher now ; I fear the latter is too high already. They must first
please before they can be high priced.

Additional Instruction

to

Committees.
December

14, 1846.

workhouses
In consequence of the applications in many Unions of destitute persons to
amongst the populawhich are unable to receive them, and the want which prevails generally
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is
tion of those districts where the poor-houses are full,
in such localities
desirous of giving a more extended encouragement to subscriptions made
Commissary-General will be
and where the circumstances of the case warrant his doing so, the
subscribed,
authorised to recommend, on the usual application, a sum not exceeding the amount
having reference to the extent of destitution in each district.

Sir

R. Routii

to Assistant

Commissary-General Bishop.

The

Castle,

Dublin, December 26, 1846.

are carrying on- in a
I am sorry to interrupt the course of your inspection, which you
very satisfactory and able manner.
You will have heard that there has been a great deal of distress and destitution at SkibbeCommissary-General Inglis from Limerick
reen, and I found it necessary to detach Assistant
soup-shops in that town, and to advance to them upon any subscriptions that they
to establish

would

make pound

The

for

pound.

inhabitants subscribed 857., to which he added a similar sum.
soup-shop has been established at each extremity of the town, with a policeman to
it, that the distribution com-

A large

each, to see that the articles purchased for the soup are put into
mences at twelve o’clock, and that order is preserved.

has to be made
Mr. Inglis has been obliged to return to Limerick, but the same arrangement
Baltimore, and Crookhaven, and Bantry and Castletown (Berehaven).
to perform this duty.
I have no alternative but to ask you
point to obtain some subscription from the inhabitants,
I bco- you to observe that it is a main
some contribution.
and there must be somebody in each of these parishes capable of
pound
on all such
pound
for
grant
of
sanction
a
me
to
The Chief Secretary has authorised
case of such paramount
subscriptions ; and further he has informed me, if there should be a

at Scull,

upon you to recommend a larger sum, that he will, on your representation
it through me, advise the sanction of the grant.
this authority to you, that you will use it with a just
I know 1 am quite safe in transferring
exigency as may warrant this
and careful discretion, and that you will only apply it to such an

distress as to call

of

...

exercise of liberality.
I

shall address

money

my

next letter to you at Skibbereen, and transfer to your credit a

sum

oi

sufficient for these operations.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

December 28, 1S46.

to lay before you, for the information of the Right
Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the Weekly
Return of the Commissariat Depots in Ireland, and also a statement of the amount
I

have the honour

of donations, and of the sums subscribed up to the 26th instant.
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Enclosure.

Weekly State

of Provisions, Ac., in the several Depots in Ireland, on the evening of Saturday, the

26tl

December, 1846.

Oatmeal.

Quarters of Eight
Bushels each.

DEPOTS.

Iu Port.

With

Kilrush

Madagascar
Haulbowliue

.

.

Skibbereen
Dingle
Caherciveen
Castletown

Galway

280

.

768

Westport

Sligo

3

lbs.

Rye
Seed.

Sacks,

Sacks,

2S0

lbs.

Egyptian
Wheat.

280

lbs.

Quarters.

Quarters.

29
1,654
1,110
519
83
1,124

9
24

. ,

10
. ,

a .

137

565
359
206

23

1,508
314

....
....
....
....

598
361

905
1,456
759
133

959

20,256

876
196

464

1,518

5,881

5,160

148

5,746

586

180

200

16

1,405

2,998 (2,590

.

1,216

148

500

16

Roscommon
Total

Barley
Meal.

. .

664

2,998

.

Dunfanaghy
Dublin
Banagher
Longford
Castlerea

Bags,

112

lbs.

384

3,147
1,199

718

Clifden
Belmullet

Ballina
Killybegs
Burton Port

Wheatei
Meal.

.

.

....
....
....
....
.....
....
....
.

280

197
1,134
250
924
1,435
426

.

.

lbs.

7,126

.

.

.

Sacks.

Sacks,

In Port. In Store Millers. 2S0°lbs.

....
....

Limerick

Biscuit.

In Store.

1.

216

..
|

Vessels reported as arrived
‘

(

‘

:t

at the following I

Lepanto,” from New York, at Galway, with about
Doris,” from Genoa, at Dornich, for Westport

1

And

800
861

ditto.

quarters Pease.

50 tons Wheaten meal.
[
at Cork, for Ballina.
1,056 quarters Indian corn.
from Sligo to Killybegs
20 tons Indian meal.
a total of
450£ Indian com
5501 tons.
47J pease, and

in transit

Making

50

Recapitulation

of

wheaten meal

Remains on

6,993 quarters Indian corn,
21 ,215 sacks Indian meal, at

at 5s.

the 26th

December, 1846.

per ton

1,398$
2,651$
189*

8s. per ton

1,518
5,881
148
5,746
1 , 216

sacks oatmeal, at 8s. per ton
bags biscuit, at 20s. per ton
sacks wheaten meal, at 8s. per ton
sacks barley meal, at 8s. per ton
quarters Egyptian wheat, at 5s. per ton .
On board vessels on coast, and arrived, about
Total

The

quarters of Indian corn.

380

\

Cheshire Lass,” from London, at Clifden

Newport,” from Genoa,

,

.

294*
181
7181
24 3

550J
.

6,064't°

tons.

R. J. Routh, Commissary -General.

Castle,

Dublin, December 28, 1846.

Statement

of

Donations

mittees, in aid of

issued under the authority of the

Subscriptions

in

Name

Date.

Lord Lieutenant to Relief ComIreland, between the 19th and 26th December, 1846.

of Committee.

Donation,

£.
1846.

December 19
,
.

,
.

”

Printed

image

digitised

.

.
.

Amount brought forward
Fethard District, County Wexford
Ashford District, County Wicklow
Clancurry District, County Kildare
Hacketstown District, County Carlow .
Clifden District, County-Galway

by the University of Southampton Library

....

Digitisation Unit

s.

7,872 16
84 0
150
33

45
150

0
0
0
0

Subscription.

d.

0
0
0

0
0
0

£.

s.

15,944 12
167 3
254 13
65 14
89 18
163 15

d.

2J

2
3
0
0
0

commissariat.
Statement of

Name

D onations,

&c.

4-29

continued.

of Committee.
Subscripfio

Clonal ty and

Clogher

December 22

.

Skibbereen

District,

in

aid

£.
135

County Tip
1

District,

perary.

Templemore District, County Tipperary
Ley.iey Upper District, County
Sligo
Clonakilty District, County Cork
of

.

170

.

.

60

.

.

Ceylon sub

scription.

December 23

Macroom

District,

County Cork

.

Carlaustown District, County Meath
Carrigallen District, County Leitrim .
Ballymackey District, County Tipperary
Bulrothery District, County Dublin
Ballvgawley District, County Tyrone
District,

District,

Kells District,

December 26

.

.

....

Dublin Castle,
December 28, 1846.

0
0
0

180
100

0

36
200
40
92
90

0
0
0
0
0

130
County Wexford
300
Meath .
80
County Tipperary
300
County Meath
260
Roscrea District, County Tipperary
190
Forkhill District, County Armagh
113
North Feakle District, County Clare
114
Ready District, County Armagh
250
Rathmoylan District, County Meath
160
Durrow District, Queen’s County
140
Horetown and Kilgarvan District, County
30
Wexford.
Total amount .
.
.
£ 11,504

Wexford

Stackallen District, County

Fethard

£.
139

s.

0

36 5
245 2
60 0
92 8
137 12
137 2
562 13
100 0
300 1 1
269 14
197 10
113 7
114 10
252 15
204 13
142 1
58 10

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

16

d.

S.

6 11

177 19
60 0
189 6
100 0

(
(

0

20,377

4

4
0
6
0
0
6
0

6

0
8
1

0

0

0
6

2
0
0

0
0
4
2

R. J. Routh, Commissary- General.

Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.

December 29, 1S46.

Ta ? dctailed statement of the available store-room at Limerick
Tarbert
T„.,
and, Kilrush,
contained in your letter of the 26th inst. is very
satisfactory to me'
and 1 have ordered the ,50 tons of Indian corn meal
which have been purchased
t0
shlpped at once t0 Tarbert without the delay
of storing it at

“

Iirerpool

You must

keep me informed of the available store-room at the
different depots
r
’
or the relative urgency of the demand for filling
them.
I do not understand your reference to Mr. Monsel
of Tervoe’s 250 acres of
and I cannot help thinking that you have omitted one or
more ciphers : and
supposing this to be the case, I want to know what
the practical conclusion is

and

flax,

as attecting

our operations.

Mr. Inglis is turning out a man of sense and capacity, as I
expected he ivould
1 send herewith two confidential copies of the
selections from the correspondence of last season, and I shall send one each to
Hewetson and
Dobree

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.

December 29, 1846.
I send herewith copies of letters stating that there is
no food to be purchased at Dunglow, in the county of Donegal, and Tralee,
in the county of Kerry.
I stated in reply that we would call your attention
to the subject, but that as Dunglow is on the sea-coast, the Relief Cofinnittee there might
easily obtain supplies
horn our depots in the neighbourhood and I added, that
there is a limit, and that
not a very wide one, beyond which it is undesirable,
for the sake of the
;

people

themselves, that we should multiply our depots
for if they were to become too
;
numerous, the people would depend too exclusively ou them,
to the neglect of other
resources, and, what is of still greater consequence,
we should be unable to keep

them supplied.
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Mr. Trevelyan

Routh.

to Sir R.

December 29, 1846,

Lewis, who
La^Comlnissioner, or
I HAVE just seen Mr
.'“^s'Stant^ Poor
Ball, or any °
under you as
should arrange for Mr.
temporarily employed
be supplied hy proany of the four Poor Law
8
-Poof Law system* might
plpoes m the
Inspecting Officers, thencase 0 f the correspondmg
could not be done
which
appointments,
visional

VmiDWI

,

England.

.officers in

m

_______
Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

TAe

WE never

co—deg

%t“,1846.

reUef

certamatuatio
1^1
times are always
hut my letter referred to
whj ch hl ordtaary
another
Colonel Jones ob,
another in Tipperary North,
nclose d letter that
you will see y he ,
and adon the verge- of want, lor
k for such looahties,
season
upon it. I do not
jects to the plan Of last
for employment
th
to
mode,
sum
small
another
vancing a
t0 substitute
opinion, tat it
chancdloi 0 f the Exchequer
say he is wrong in Ins
e.
armed n
that n e
_
I am not sorry to be
I know very well
District
satisfactory
°"
on the general
demands on me it is
,

”

.

^f^ks
‘

^

.

;

f

I

her cargo.
of

so

it is

am

many

‘midst of so

ije
sorry to say tnat rue

damaged

as to

be

the
these arrivals through
is usually

acknowW ging

Le

*>»

one of the worst months.

-

Nmmber

_

Enclosure.
Lieut.-Col.

Jones

to Sir
Office

With
loss of time,

of the 19th
reference to your letter
impra
to you the utter
be established
principle attempted to

communicate

carry out the
be the receivers of the

R. Routh.

1846.
World, December 21,
of Public

?
by ih

that the

Board of Works are to
thc old and infirm

t0

01 alms given y
on the Public
reuel by employment
relief
J
times that
who are unable to obtain
y
s0 wlth se,en
,
» t t0 those returned to our
and practicable with 5MKW
* sblle t<.give
of food throughout
with difficulty that we ar
number.
from
’ t not t0 isS ue provisions, I foresee
Relief Committees ; and
officers by the
departm
your
of
^OTiosynary grants to
and from the determination
the country,
y
numerou arf ‘0
officer of the
our officers will be
re56nM of
that the ca iisupou
'

WhaiTwas

possible

^

w

throughout Ireland

empj
,

«

It is

WW

,

the

relief

Board

starving, will
of the destitute and
which each grant

in the locality for

re(

J

.

is

the
of the intentions of
effretual carrying out

' 01
It^is ^not

Board

“

difficulties to

,

m

^uSr^the

sums

of

money

convinced by

residing on the
it

1

>

*

must'be bonie „
neimt

,

,

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

^

by these
relief to be afforded
state of
donation,
them to receive a
destitution was
before us, and the

hat h

entiti e

"ummer

digitised

^

presenTcrisis, but I
m«t*^^^^^SoT'the" past experience that

b—a

,
either in money or food ,
ou
being employed on
will permit of their
‘'f^d

sums must be

image

^

the earnest
necessary to assure you of

to the utimost to
to exert themselves

the hands of some individual
for
individuals requiring relief,
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Miscellaneous Communications

by the Under Secretary for Ireland to the Com12th December, 1846, both days inclusive.

referred

missary-General, from 10th to
County.

Locality, &c.

Pallaskenry Committee, forwarding a certified list of subscriptions;
amount 731/.
Donation recommended, 185/. Also inquiring

Monaghan

.

.

.
|

W

whether gratuitous relief may be provided with .their funds for the
infirm poor, the Union workhouse being full.
Informed, in notifying the amount of donation recommended,
that while the Union workhouse is full, gratuitous relief may
be
given to the actually infirm poor.
Ballibay Committee, forwarding a resolution praying for a donation
in aid of 175/. collected.
A list of the subscriptions is requested to be forwarded in the

manner pointed out by the

Instructions.

A

l|

Castleblaney.
Presbyterian minister complains that he is excluded
from the Castleblaney Relief Committee.
Informed that the organization of Relief Committees rests exclusively with the Lieutenant
or Vice-Lieutenant of the county, whose attention will therefore be drawn to the
representation made.
It was at the same time observed that only one minister,
of each church officiating in each parish, or other district, is intended by Government
to be placed on each
Committee ; and that if the principal clergyman (or the senior in the ministry)
cannot
attend, he may nominate another to act in his place.

22132(1

.

Letter sent to the Vice-Lieutenant of the county, and his Lordship's attention
copy of the reply.

was drawn

to a

z

w

Monaghan

.

.

Muekno and

.
|

22390/

A

Clontibret.
Presbyterian clergyman represen tin
his exclusion from the Castleblaney Committee, and
complaining
that all ordained clergymen are not eligible
; also that some persons
returned by him from his congregation did not get labour tickets.

Informed

The secretary of the Committee was at the same time
acquainted that it having been stated in a letter from a clergyman in his
district that theclergymen on the Committee have only attended to the registry of persons of their
respectivecongregations, this statement should be brought under the notice of the
Committee, and
information afforded as to the course actually puisued, which, it is hoped,
will be found
to be one wholly irrespective of congregational distinctions; also,
that the registry should’
be made under cognizance of the whole Committee and that all
persons who have no
;
other way of obtaining subsistence at present than by employment
on the Public Works
should be registered, but none other,— none, in fact, who, without the Public
Works, could
make out subsistence.

Z

as in the foregoing.

....

Carlow

I

21648
I

Tullow.
Application for portion of a premium understood to havebeen offered by Government to persons rearing potatoes from
the
berry seed instead of the root.

Informed that the Commissary -General is not aware of the offer of any reward
by Government for that object, to which attention is given by all scientific cultivators;
but that
possible that the Agricultural Committee of the Royal Dublin Society
may have taken,
some step to promote an extension of the practice.
it is

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Return

of

Correspondence from 10th

to

12th December, IS46, both days inclusive.

I.—APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS.
No.

County.

Locality.

Subscriptions.

Recommended.

Carn, Lady’s Island, &c.

£.
109

Donaghmanagh

136 11

6

68

0

0

Blackrock and Stillorgan

490 19

0

245

0

0

736 10

7£

367 10

0

1

8073
8074

Wexford, Barony
Forth
.
.
Tyrone,
Barony

8102

Strabane
.
.
Dublin, Barony Rath-/

.

of)
.

ofi
.

down

.

.

.

.

Printed

image

d.

H

£. A.
54 10

d.

0

J

Leitrim, Barony Drum-1
ahaire .
.
.
./

digitised

0

)

Totals

8104

A',

|

.

.

1

Committee, forwarding for a grant a list of subscriptions
not certified.
List returned, requesting that the certificate in the
Instructions
(inclosed) may be added, and an explanation given of the
nature
of a donation in the list stated to have been made by the
Drumahaire Committee.
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Return of Correspondence,

continued.

Stc.

APPLIC ATIONS TOR GRANTS

I.

continued.

Locality, &c.

County.

inquiring in wl.t
Athenry Committee,

Galway

“ISSSSSS
Tintona™ onamlttee,

16
Tyrone

mnnev Government

essiet-

“” an inclosed copy of the

and 2

will
inquiring whether Government

subscriptions..
in aid of theil
‘

mate

a grant

0 f obtaining a do-

8
^“ob“c f8 t0 w hich relief funds are applicable
for
«
as containing regulat.ons
^^^Sf^vernment may contribute. suhscnpgtodto
Ucei, lhe dhstof

|

Inst

t^ e

™^

Copies of the Government
subscriptions,
nation in aid of
the Treasm
and reference made to
cd with
sale of food provjd

^

.

m0(j e

;

.

f

.

Tippeiary

•

•

tions , collected since

*

applied for before the 10th of
j
Government donation
ircular 0 f the 30th July;
Informed that the
thc
previously
the
recommending a donation on
August on the amount
c’i uded from
closed ; but requesting
that the Commissary-Generd
past season are finally
the accou
? ed gince the 3 i s t August.
amount so subscribed, as
of the suhscriptt
a grant in aid
a separate list of any
,p }b hine Committee, requesting
.
.
and 8 , .ting.hateums have been
Galway"

g

ggj

^

.

.

.

I

D ^C”™“wn

U made as being intended for
not understood to
.
it for
,
b e applied in providing
shal^D^
the subsenpto^ forTo^
donation in aid will be retown improvements, but if
to replace t
pointed out by the
sale at a price sufBcient
1U the manner
of a subscription .
commended on transmission
enclosed.
be made to enable
Government Instructions
inquiring if a grant will
J

Informed that

Meath

•

.

yj

it is

•

•

fcaTprice.

I

a
Informed that on transmitting
fail price, a

Longford

.

gran,

.

list

“ b ’'7

of

^^“^‘ma'y

•

-|

"l&ons

be
Informed that a grant cannot
distribution
posed in a gratuitous

hj ,

and Mi«> 8

p.tLons

relief

8«-

tbrt »

should not be

1

contribute : except wire, the

Union w.rk-

Jeffor

limited to the actually infirm
cep tfthe relief be
Attention draco to the

~‘

jj^^llnion workhouse.

*• G

“

Ed,6f

Committees.
Donegal
.

- JL “i'sgssgss-s-a-r
in aid

Th e

forwarded
Instructions to Committees

“e

at

ssss ssssrswa st^” j«* ***
“

Mohill Committee.

8063
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Return of Correspondence, &c.

II— LOCAL COMMITTEES
No.

8191

433

continued.

continued.

Locality, &c.

County.

Government donation, as being intended for expenditure in a
manner not sanctioned by the Government Instructions.
Informed that the sum so subscribed should be kept in a distinct account from the
Relief Fund, and should not be employed in supplying provisions under current prices, as
being contrary to the principle of the regulations in the Treasury Minute of the 31st of
August last ; but observing, that if the Union workhouse be full, gratuitous relief may be
given to the actually infirm poor out of the Relief Fund.
Secretary of Crossmaglen Committee, inquiring whether the secretary
Armagh
of a Relief Committee is a member.
Informed that the secretary is not ex officio a member of the
Committee, but may be made a member by the Lieutenant of

....

the county.

7933

Myshall and Kiltennel

Carlow

district,

drawing attention

to

the distress

in this locality as resident magistrate, the chairman and secretary
of the local Relief Committee having resigned, and suggesting
Public Works of Relief.
Informed, in reference to the employment suggested, that the arrangements for its commencement are not within the Commissary-General’s cognizance ; but that he has
requested the Vice-Lieutenant of the county to complete the organization of the Relief
Committee, in order that the preliminary inquiries and registry be proceeded with, if not

already made.

communication made to the Vice-Lieutenant of county Carlow, apprising him of the
resignation of the chairman and secretary of the Local Relief Committee, and requesting
him to appoint persons in their room, in order that the Committee may be completely organized for dispatch of business. As much distress appears to exist in the district,
the inquiries, registry, &c., preliminary to the commencement of the Public Works, should

A

be now made.

7030

Westmeath

8078

Cavan

.

.

.

Vice-Lieutenant of county
notifying the resignation of the chairman and the appointment of
another.
Appointment registered, and notification made to the Vice-

Drumraney and Nohaville Committee.

Lieutenant.

Honorary Secretary of Virginia Relief Committee, stating that the
Committee have authorized him to employ distressed women and
girls in making shirts, stockings, &c. ; and suggesting that providing shirts for the Army and Navy, if patterns were provided,
would enable the Committee to dispose of the articles made by the

women

employed.

Informed that the arrangement for distributing employment to females, as proposed, is
that it is apprehended that the mode of employment adopted must fail,
; but
from want of demand for ready-made shirts, &c., even sufficient to employ at remunerative
wages the great numbers who seek to obtain a livelihood from this branch of industry
and that assistance could not be obtained through the army clothing contracts, as suggested, without depriving of subsistence persons now employed in providing supplies;
observing, that if local circumstances shall present any means of employment for females,
in supplying wants of any kind, these means should be used as preferable to other modes
very judicious

of employment.

8116

Westmeath.

.

.

.

....

8081

Kildare

8012

Cork

24
8l03

Tipperary

Secretary of Kilbeggan Committee inquiring how incidental expenses
are to be paid.
Referred to the printed Instructions, by which it will be observed that they are to be paid out of any Relief Fund which may
be formed, there being no other source for the purpose ; at the
same time copies of the Instructions forwarded for the use of the

Committee.
Castledermott Committee inquiring with reference to salary of their
Secretary.

Answered as in foregoing case.
Barony of West Muskerry. The Lieutenant of county furnishing
names of chairmen, &c., of several Committees in this barony, and
one in barony of Fermoy.
His Lordship informed that as a change appears to have been made in the secretary of
Mallow Committee,, also in the extent of the district, inquiry will be made of the new Committee, with respect to the Relief Fund, to which a donation was added by Government in

the month of October.
the new ComInquiry made of the secretary of the Mallow Committee as to whether
past season, and
mittee have received the books, &c., of the Committee formed for the
whether the Relief Fund, to which Government added a donation in October, is fully at
of the present district.
the disposal of the existing Committee ; also as to the extent
Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, Inspecting Officer, reporting on the
.
.
.
appearance of the country along the road between Templemore
and ltoscren, and stating that although this district is, perhaps, the
best wheat country in Ireland, yet the produce of the past harvest
is considerably less than former years.
Original with Commissary-General.

3
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Return of Correspondence,
II.— LOCAL

& c.

COMMITTEES

continued.
continued.

Locality, &c.

County.

Tipperary

Templemore and Roscrea Committees.

Galway

Assistant

Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas

reporting further progress.
Original with Commissary-General.
Commissary-General Millikin, Inspecting Officer, reporting
and the districts
progress in reference to tlie Clifden Committee,
Connemara.
of Oughterard, with other parts of

Original with Commissary-General.
of 10 pieces of fireLieutenant-Colonel Archer reporting the sale
and representing
arms, with bayonets, in Castle Pollard district,
the existence of extreme distress.
Original with Commissary-General.
books, and stating
Raddenstown Committee referring to the receipt of
been yet appointed.
that no Chairman appears to have
Maynooth, is
Moyglare,
of
Cannon,
that Mr. Charles
.

Informed

the Chairman.
of expenditure, amounting
Kilbride Committee furnishing an account
from the population fit objects for
to 61. Is., incurred in selecting
the amount
employment on the Public Works, and requesting
transmitted.
„
,
, ,
,
paid, if
Informed that thi eapeneee described should be
Instractions
in the manner pointed out by the
out of any ReliefFund that may be formed
that the
It was at the same time observed,
there being no other source for the purpose.
f
'
measures for relief of the
expenses incurred being contingent on
owners and occupiers of property mere.
the district should be provided for by the
&c., Committee, requesting
Secretary and Treasurer of Castlenckard,

may be

l

'

a list of the Committee.
obtained trom the
Informed that the list required can only be
Committee.
Vice-Lieutenant or the chairman of the
whether a iteliet
Vice-Chairman of Cavan Committee inquiring
employment for
Fund may be employed in providing soup, or
. „
women bv spinning.
local subscriptions and^Governthe
employ
to
Committee
to
the
is open
not fitted for the
purpose of employing females and other persons
I*

.

informed mat

.

;

it

ment grant for the
out, as
specific mode of employment is. pointed
labour of the Public Works ; but that no
according to local cucumstanMs. Also
that can be best determined by each Committee

^

first cost ana an cnurges, «u umt
may be given to the actually
observing, however, that gratuitous relief
made to papers on the
the Untai workhouse is full, and reference

repay the

sufficient to

part, Gratuitously

infirm poor,

L.n“.

0fF

;

when

™

di ” S

.

.

Srmt

with

applying

of Forgney. and N.h.ville Committee
.
reference to salary of the secretary.
payment of
Informed that there is not any other source for the
Committee than the Relief
salary to the secretary of a Relief
to the
observing that his letter went, through mistake,

i

Fund

;

Board of Works.
.
_
,
Lieutenant of county.
Bray, notifying formation of Bray Committee by
Noted, books, &c., sent.
;
.

.

.

;

—COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE TO FOOD DEPOTS.
Locality, &c.

The

from the
Forwarding to the Commissarv-General the copy of a letter
Dublin,
chairman of the Duudrum Relief Committee, county
under
recommending the sale of food, by Relief Committees,
of the
market prices, with copy of a Minute, signifying disapproval
course recommended.

Lords

Treasury

.

•

Deposit.

...

Tipperary

.

.

,

food, ana
Roscrea Committee representing the high price of

I

.

l

s

increasing scarcity.

the county lipperary
Acknowledged, observing that the Committee must he aware that
Commissariat will render assistnot included in the district, for the supply of which the
subscriptions or
Reference made to the necessity of providing supplies, either by
ance.
of the local interes
loans; and Committee recommended to promote a continuation
economise the consumption or
volved for devising means to maintain a supplv of food and
ot a aepoi
establishment
Tullaghabegley Committee praying for the
Donegal
S
works he set on foot for providing
is

•

....

I

of food at

Bunbeg

;

also that

.
employment in the district.
.
,
will be loun
hoped the Commissariat arrangements for Donegal
i5unb ®S»
that adepdt will be established at
Also, that the Coinmissary-U
until the expected supplies arrive.
|

Informed that
sufficient

it is

when they can be completed, and

cannot be opened
has not cognizance
.
.
Tipperary
7
1

measure of providing employment.
.. ,
,
established soup
Carrick-on-Suir Committee, stating that they have
donation has been
shops to be supplied from a fund to which no
to be an madded by Government; and that conceiving it not
of the tuna,
fringement of the Government regulations, 30/. out

for the
I

I

|
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continued.

HI.— COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE TO FOOD DEPOTS.

continued.

Locality, &C.

County.

which Government has added a grant,

will be applied in affording

gratuitous relief to the actually infirm poor, the

Workhouse being

full.

Informed that there is not any rule prohibiting Relief Committees from having soupand papers are forwarded, containing various directions for preparing soups
;
with other cheap food, but that as a sale under cost price involves gratuitous relief pardefraying the loss on such sales,
tially, the ordinary Relief Fund cannot be employed in
although it can be used in assisting the actual infirm poor, while there is not room for
them in the workhouse.
Applying to be appointed superintendent
Castletown, Berehaven.
.
.
.
.
Cork .
kitchens

—

8134

.

of the local depot.

Informed that none but a Commissariat officer is appointed to
take charge of a Government depdt.
salesman employed by the Parsonstown Relief
Parsonstown.
Committee complaining of the allocation made of supplies provided as interfering with his advantages.
No answer; the course adopted having been fully explained

....

7843

King’s

7934

King’s

8109

Leitrim

—A

by Lord Rosse, Lieutenant of county.

....

Works forwarding an extract from report of their
inspecting officer for this county, stating that many of the Relief
Committees were underselling the local market prices, &c.
Acknowledged, stating, that although the Board’s Inspecting Officer observes that the
Relief Committees are selling under market prices, he does not condemn this practice,
leaving
but implies that he considers it necessary ; and that when he points to the evil of
that the
the population dependent on hucksters, he does not appear to have considered
expenditure of the Relief Funds at present, in selling under the proper prices, must
inevitably lead to the consequence which he apprehends,-future dependence upon hucksters,
Committees selling
as it is not likely that any traders will enter into competition with Relief
under

The Board

of

cost.
.

.

.

.

.

.

.

“ The Cloone Relief Association ” apply for permission occasionally
provisions at the Government stores in Longford.
to

I

purchase
Informed that the Longford depot
I

is

not yet sufficiently advanced

to

be opened

to the

public ; also, that Government depfits are to be considered as reserve stores, and not to be
looked to for sales whilst food can be obtained by private enterprise.

IV.— APPPLICATIONS

FOR SEED RYE, BERE,

&c.

....

Glanerough Committee forwarding a resolution showing the necessity
of seed rye and bere being supplied.
Schull Committee inquiring whether it is intended to supply them
Jr k
with seed rye, &c.
Informed that of the seed rye obtained by Government, one cargo only arrived in Dublin
on the 8th instant, in consequence of the detention of the vessels by unfavourable weather,
and that the cost price, with the arrangements for distribution, will be immediately
announced.
err y

V.—PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS.

193T

Queen’s

....

—

Extracts from a communication received by
District.
the Chief Secretary for Ireland forwarded to the CommissaryGeneral.

Mountrath
|

Deposit.—The application is from a district in Queen's County, for immediate work
In either case the Commissariat
until the works shall be in progress.
cannot interfere, and it is presumed that the Chief Secretary has drawn the attention of
the Board of Works to the case.
Chairman of Hospital Committee, The O’Grady, representing the
Limerick
necessity of extending employment as a means of relief, there
being money on hands for the purpose.
Informed that the attention of the Board of Works is drawn to his representation.
The Board of Works apprised that there are many persons in distress in Hospital
District for want of employment, although there is alleged to be money on hands for comalso, that works presented for the
pleting works unfinished which have not been resumed
district are stated to be not as yet commenced.
Chairman of Ballyboy Committee, requesting copies of Mr. LabouMonaghan
or relief in food

7851

....

I

|

;

7932

.

.

.

I

chere’s letter of tlie 5th October, in reference to
works, as also forms of labour lists.
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continued.

Return of Correspondence, &c.

V.—PUBLIC RELIEF WORKS, Sk.—continued.
Locality, &c.

County.

No.

Circular of the 4th
Copies of the letter requested sent, also of the Board of Work’s
works, referring to local officers of
ultimo, with respect to presentment for reproductive

1868

Queen’s

1928

Kerry

....

Ballyroan Committee, with a statement of works going lorward

m

the district.

.

.

<

•

•

Reference to Board of Works not necessary, as all but the
drainage works presented, appear to be in progress.
Island, inquiring as to the address which should be on

Castle

letters relative to Relief

1839

“ The
Informed that the letters should be addressed to
Secretary of the Board of Works, Custom House, Dublin.”
Cape Clear Island.— Sir William Wrixon Beecher, Bart., DeputyLieutenant of county, representing distress, and the necessity of

Cork

is

Works.

devising some means of providing employment in this island.
Informed that as employment appears to be the leading want, the Commissary-General
the works to which
unable to suggest any other mode of providing it in the absence of
get loans from local iunds or
is made, than by enabling the landholders to
work in preparing the land
for paying wages, and setting the labouring classes to

reference

banks

tor crops.

Lieut.-Colonel Douglas, reporting on the urgent necessity of additional works in the district of Roscrea and Borrisofarney.
Forwarded for consideration to the Board of Works, with a
request that a communication may be made on the subject.

Tipperary

8057
25

Tipperary

.

.

•

Lieut.-Colonel Douglas, reporting on the necessity of employment in

Nenagh

8081

District.

Original with Commissary-General.

26

8139

Tipperary

Killenaule Committee, applying for forms of labour lists.
Informed that application should be made to the local officers

Kildare

of the Board of Works.
Castledermot Committee, forwarding
Relief Works.

....

a

resolution

Informed that their

resolution in
is

forwarded

reference to
to

Board of

Works.

VI.—APPLICATIONS FOR BOOKS, &c
Locality, &c.

County.

No.

—
—

8140

Cork

8144
8090
8119
8180
8141
8111
8182

Down

Cannaway Committee. Sent.
Coonagh Committee. Sent.
An-liaderg, Donoughmore, Seaford, and Ballynahinch.

Dublin
Tyrone
Tipperary

Bray Committee. Sent.
Augher Committee. Sent.
Bomney Committee. Sent.

8088
8115
8125

Dublin
Tipperary

....
....
Wexford ....
....
Dublin

Louth

....
....
.

.

.

—

—
—
—

—

Sent.

Sent.
Killegney Committee.
Rathcooney and Kilcully Committee. Sent.
The Board of Works request 30 additional copies of Circular to
Secretaries of Relief Committees, with reference to labour lists.

—

Sent.

Dr. Corrigan applies for forms.

—

Sent.

Templemore Committee apply for books, &c.-^— Sent.
Drumconrath Committee apply for books, &c.
Informed by Circular, that on the Lieutenant
notifying

of the county’s
the formation of the Committee, books, &c., will be

sent.

VII.— MISCELLANEOUS.
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Locality, &c.

County.

No.

8084

Cork

of Works, forwarding an extract from a report of their
Inspecting officer for the East Riding of Cork, on the subject of
silver coin paid out to labourers on Public Works, and not
observed to return into circulation ; also, pointing to the practice
of sending on corn cargoes from Cork for other places, to which
he attributes the increase in the price of meal.
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continued.

continued.

County.

Acknowledged, stating, that if the silver paid in wages to the persons employed
on the
Works be withdrawn from circulation, this can only occur in one of 'two ways
namely, by its not being employed in buying food, which is not likely to be the case
or
;
its remaining in possession of Relief Committees, or local traders,
awaiting arrival of
the time for their payments ; therefore suggesting that the pay-clerks should be
directed
Relief

by

to ascertain the amount of silver which Relief Committees can weekly
exchange for notes
also, that similar arrangements may be entered into with many of the
local traders ; and
observing that no answer is made to the statement relative to the prices of
meal, as the
Inspecting officer is evidently misinformed on the principles involved in
this great
°

question.
Sll S°

|

—

Island of Innismurry.
Application from a clergyman, through
whose labours the population of the island obtain food. The
island is off the coast of Sligo, the property of Viscount Palmerston,

whose agent has been applied

The acknowledgment

to ineffectually,

and

therefore,

no

doubt, has omitted to bring the case under his Lordship’s notice.
of the writer’s zeal by the Commissary-General conveyed, observing

whenever a necessity for Commissariat assistance may arise, his application for
food
should be addressed to Deputy Commissary-General Dobree, at Sligo.
that

Cork

|

Ballyhea Committee applying

for Ordnance Baronial Map.
Informed that maps are not supplied to this office for
among Relief Committees.

distri-

bution

Commissariat Relief Office,
Dublin Castle, December 29, 1846.

Sir R.

I have very

my

letter this

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, December 30, 1846.
had accounts from County Clare, and I wish to send you copy of
day to Mr. Hewetson, but know not if I can have it prepared in

time.
I am inclined to think Mr. Twisleton will regret to part with
Mr. Ball, but he
is not a man to make unnecessary difficulty.
You will have seen that Colonel Douglas wishes to come up to Dublin to confer
on various subjects, and he will probably do so now, as he sees
his way more clear
with advantage to the service.
The soup system promises to be a great resource, and I am endeavouring to turn
the views of the Committees to it. It will have a double effect,
of feeding the people
at a lower price and economising our meal.

Mr. Hewetson’ s letter is just finished, and I enclose it, begging you to give
me
your opinion on the several points, particularly as relates to sums of money
sent to
certain distressed districts that can raise no subscription of themselves.
Both the
Lord Lieutenant and Mr. Labouchere see it in the light I have put it.

There were two arrivals

at

Dublin to-day,

all

in

good order.

Captain Bellew

has arrived.

We

have a large batch of letters from Inspecting Officers for you to-morrow.

It is past

eight o’clock, and I conclude.

Enclosures.
Sir

R.

Routh

to

Commissary-General Hewetson.

Castle, Dublin, December 30, 1846.
of a letter from Captain Wynne, to which I call your serious attention.
be necessary for you to take immediate steps to afford relief in that part of
Gounty Clare as you are now doing at Kilrush and
more particularly do I think it necessary
iat you should place
yourself in communication with the Committees for an establishment of
soup-shops throughout the County Clare.
You are at liberty to promise a donation of pound for pound upon all subscriptions
.
raised
r
*n localities
where the workhouse is full, and you will do your best to cause the application of
lose sums to be
directed to the distribution of soup, which is the cheapest and most nourishing
food that can be given.
I

I

SEND you copy

think

it

will

:

•
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through the Committees,

than
of urgent
dealing
see
consider contributions horn England or
and in this manner; and you are authorised also to
resources as a subscription and to promise a
elsewhere, to districts where there are no local
If you should bo ot opinion that any
proportion.
grant upon them in the above-mentioned
should be ot a description to require a greater
special case of more than ordinary distress
double the amount subscribed, you will be pleased to
exercise of liberality, even to the extent of
bo immediate y given to your recommendation.
represent it through me, and every attention will
possibility be required to open your depot for the town
I do not suppose that you can by any
must understand that the depots in the western disof Limerick but for the other localities, we
sale of food, as far as may be prudent and necessary ;
tricts are to be henceforth opened for the
informed, so that the autkont.es here and at
and on all these questions you tvill keep me well
grounds on which we act.
home may be aware of the course we are pursuing, and the
funds administered by the Relief Committees are
I be°- to observe to you, that although the
meal and selling it again at cost price, gratuitous issues are
in the main appropriated to buying
the infirm poor, to widows, orphans and
allowed in excepted cases of peculiar destitution to
are incapacitated from affoidor
who
dependent,
are
whom
they
on
one
children, who have no
and that to these gifts of food should avowed y be
in«r them relief by sickness or other cause,
of the fund should be
motives, but it is not desirable that any portion

no belter way of

I

with the

distress

relief

•

made from charitable
employed in selling at less than cost price.
established at Skibbereen may very properly
In the distribution of soup, I think the precedent
is, to have one or two kitchens, with
be carried out by the Committees in County Clare that
,

;

at the extremities of the village that the consufficient cauldrons established in the centre, or
a policeman to superintend the issue, to see
stabulary officer should be requested to appoint
put into it, that it is distributed at twelve
that the articles purchased for the soup are actually
o'clock precisely, and that good order is preserved.
,,
.
addition of biscuit or meal, to add to its
itself should be substantial, with an
.

The soup
nourishment.

Captain

Wynne

to Lieut. -Colonel

Jones.
Ennis, December 29, 1846.

'.

more of your time than is unavoidable, yet I cannot
I am mo=t unwilling to occupy
inhabitants of this district winch, I regret to
avoid directing your attention to a class of the
most alarming rapidity; I allude to those persons who,
say, is increasing daily, and with the
work, and are, therefore, beyond the reach of
from age infirrmty, or exhaustion, are unable to
persons are considered fit subjects lor private
I am well aware that these
Relief VVorks.
of Relief Committees ; but it is in vain to look to
charity, or the exertion and benevolence
I therefore
with
the magnitude of the demand
commensurate
these sources for relief at all
you, in the hope that you will be able to devise
think it my duty to make this representation to
Already several deaths
bo far distant.
some means of aveitine the fearful crlsts that cannot
must increase daily. There can be no doubt
have occurred, I fear, too, from starvation; they
strides ; our supply of food is decreasing daily and
great
with
us
upon
advances
famine
that,
It
of the people becomes painfully intense.
rapidly, and as it grows less and less, the anxiety
can
the prosecution of those agricultural operations which
is vain to direct their attention to
Agricultural labour holds out a
condition.
alone place any limit to their present deplorable
Such is their
necessities require immediate relief.
distant prospect of reward— their present
cannot be induced to look
alarm and despair at the prospect before them that they
;

state of

exhibit
thousands never expect to see the harvest. I must say the majority
submission while a few turbulent spirits, availing
a great deal of patience, meekness, and
some imaginary wrong, rush
themselves of circumstances, and yielding to the influence of
reach.
I cannot, however, even m
headlong into the commission of every crime within their
practised
by
cruelty
indignation
at
the
and
my
latter
class,
the abhorrence of the crimes of the
shocking destitution in which the
them upon man and beast, lose sight of the appalling and

beyond to-morrow

;

;

»
former class are plunged.
of impressing on the minds of all classes the necessity ot
I avail myself of every opportunity
the preservation of order, and subpatience under the present visitation, abstaining from crime,
of meeting the
mission to those placed in authority over them, as the best and only means
.

Cr

Tam

happy

to say that for the last

week the

district

tra

has been comparatively quiet and

pigs
The Effects of famine are discernible everywhere, not a domestic animal to be seen,—
and poultry have quite disappeared.
skeleton
The doo-s have also vanished; except here and there the ghost of one buried in the
been so numerous here within the
of one of those victims of cruelly and barbarity which have
donkies that were shot.
last two months,— I allude to the horses and
bread
of
stone
was
not
a
Ennis,
there
in
town
of
day,
the
It is an alarming fact, that this
tuff of any description to be had on any terms, nor a loaf of bread.
friends, which have enabled me to do much
I have received some private donations from
<rood, but the monster demand baffles all private exertion.
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Mr. Trevelyan.
Cork,

I LAST

v i IT
which
gloomy

December

30, 1846.

<Mr SSed y0U 011 the 12th instant
and although the reports
1
f
have from time
to time furnished by your desire have
been
I

/

am now

short of the reality.

;

sufficientlv

painfully convinced that their anticipations
will be found

The most unquestionable evidence of eye-witnesses above
suspicion which
daily pours
shows, as respects the western portion of the county
of Cork a
state ol utter destitution which appears
to me to call loud for the utmost recourses at controul of the Government.

m

A near relative of my own,

you, has been but one of
extent of the misery.

to

whose published statement

many

credible witnesses

(sent herein) I refer
actually
J seen the

who have

Last week two members of the Society of Friends,
deputed by that bodv
traversed the coast district of West Carberry; and their
statement is even mote
distressing, if indeed, that can be, than the report of
Mr. Cummins.
Private funds to some extent are beginning to be sent

to this devoted locality
but even if these sums were in any degree commensurate
with the object it is
an absolute fact that food is not to be had for money in
many places
Although several cargoes of maize have come to hand
here during the past
jmpression
has been
•

ten days, no
worth notice
made upon prices, which stand
at, tor Indian corn, 17/. 5s. per ton in
ship.
To add to the misfortunes of est Carberry, the extensive flour-mills
of Messrs.
Allen, situate at Shannon Vale, near Clonakilty,

W

were

this event, at such a time, will be severely

Commissary-General

last

week burnt down

felt.

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Limerick, December SO, 1846.
Vessels with supplies are dropping into Cork and Limerick
with everv
change of wind to the westward to the former port chiefly
for orders
to the
Shannon, direct consignments to the trade. Last
quotations from Cork:—
Indian corn, 17/. 5s. per ton ex. ship; Limerick, corn not
in the market; Indian
meal 181 10s. to 191 per ton, demand excessive.
Looking to the quotations in
the United States markets, these are really famine
prices, the corn (direct consignment from the States) not standing the consignee more than
91 or
:

101 per ton
e commander of an American ship, the “ Isabella,"
lately, with a direct conhew York to a house in this city, makes nh scruple in his trips
the public steamers up and down the river, to speak
of the enormous profits
Lnglish and Irish houses are making by their dealings
with the States One
house in Cork alone, it is affirmed, will clear 40,0001.
by corn speculation; and
the leading firm here will, I should say, go near
to SO.OOOI, as they are now
weekly turning out firm 700 to 900 tons of different sorts
of meal.
I know this
cannot be controlled at present, but I sincerely hope
we shall in the sprint,
have the means of interfering to check such,
I would say, extortionate prices^
but as they are according to the spirit of trade,
and therefore legitimate I will
quality the term to famine rates.
I sometimes am inclined to think houses
give
large prices for cargoes imported for a market
to keep them up; it is an undiantable thought, but really there is so much cupidity
abroad, and the wretched
people suffering so intensely from the high prices of food,
augmented by every part y
through whose hands it passes before it reaches them, it
is quite disheartening to
look upon
I mentioned in a former note we should soon be compelled
to i?sue
more largely in certain districts, and to meet and comply
with the demands therefrom keeping in view your letter of the 18th instant
to Sir R. Routh (an extract of
which was sent to me), is my chief and anxious study.
In all my communica.

signment from

m

tile

tions

with Committees, and which are numerous, I earnestly impress
upon them
e imperative necessity of their making
the most strenuous exertions to provide
food for their people, wherever
procurable, offering not only means of water

transport,

but temporary aid, pending the execution of their arrangements
for so
my representations have been well met; others again
do anything, especially in the remote mountainous
seaboard localities, and, that the wretched people
may not suffer, we must step

doing, and in many cases
either cannot, or will not
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To discriminate among all these is an anxious task, but if I err, I
in with aid.
trust it will be on the right side.
No arrivals for us yet in the Shannon. Our present stock of meal will of
course be first brought into use, but I am desirous of putting out the whole corn
and I am inclined to think, as I have on previous occasions stated, it will ultimately, looking to the facility for grinding offered by the quern, to those who
wish to convert it into meal, be in greater request than the manufactured article,
and of course at least 1Z. per ton cheaper.
for the
I have heard it is likely large subscriptions will be made in England
wish to see the
relief of the destitute in this country, in which case I should
money so raised appropriated for the purchase of food and seed, the former, if
the General Committee, or
possible, in a foreign market, and imported direct
Trustees, establishing small depots in charge of fit persons, at Haulbowline,
;

Castletownsend, Henmare, Ban try, Ventry, Castlegregory, Bally bunnion, IvillorClare Castle, Liscanor Bay, Islands of Arran, Connemara, and
other parts along the whole western coast. Such a mode ot relief, well managed,
and acting in concert with the Relief Committees, would do incalculable good ;
but if money is remitted, great abuses will follow, with nothing like an equal
Seed, cheaply and gratuitously given, will be an all-imbenefit to the people.
glin, Kilrush,

portant advantage to the whole community.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Commissary-General Hewetson.

January

6, 1847.

30th ultimo.
before had time to reply to your letter, dated
caused by the misspeak of the high prices of food as if they were
high profits supposed to
conduct of merchants and dealers, and you allude to the
,
be obtained by persons of that class.
_T
,
rule. No doubt persons
general
doubted
as
a
be
profits
may
high
The fact of these
scarcity, obtain, and
who, when prices were low, laid up a store against a time of
foresight ; but with regard to the
deserve to obtain, the reward of their beneficial
the rise of price took place,
great majority who have made their purchases since'
things,
you
state
of
and who turn their capital again and again under the existing
but that prices are
must remember that the dearness is not confined to Ireland,
the other countries from
comparatively high at Odessa, in the United States, and
insurance, interest ot
which corn is procured, allowance being made for freight,
When you consider the heavy Losses
capital, and the other expenses of transit.
this season oi the
we have lately met with, and which must be calculated upon at
light ; and you allude to them
vear, you will admit that these expenses are not
sufficient to induce you to advise
in the postscript to your letter as having been
cargoes from abroad.
import
to
undertake
not
to
Committees
Relief
obtained by
But even if it were a fact that large profits are at present generally
in no respect their fault.
importers, the present high prices would nevertheless be
God and nature
Dearness is synonymous with scarcity, and is the check which
supply oi any article.
have imposed on the too rapid consumption of an insufficient
if, by any means, we
consequence
the
would
be
I beg of you to consider what
abundance, with the
were to have the prices of a year of plenty, or moderate
The really important question to the local
stock of a year of decided scarcity.
what the
community is not what the original cost price of the article was, or
now in the district, or
profits of the merchant are, but what the stock of food
lor it
which may shortly be expected to arrive, is, as compared with the demand
each other, and
vary with the relation which these two elements bear to
I

You

have not

_

still

.

Prices
no respect lor t le
setting aside altogether the interest of the merchant, it is in
be disturbed.
interest of the community that this natural relation should
His
“ Let me fall now into the hand of the Lord, for very great are
al
is a feeling common to
mercies ; but let me not fall into the hand of man”
deprived ot the
be
mankind. It is hard upon the poor people that they should
God s Proviconsolation of knowing that they are suffering from an infliction of
and by tne
dence, to mitigate which much has been done by the Government
aggravate l
upper classes, while nothing, as far as I am aware, has been done to

—

works an
with the exception of the outrages which have been committed on the
injurious an
on the stores of food in progress on the high roads. It is most
that the
dangerous, both to the people themselves and to every class of society,
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multitude should be taught to regard those as their enemies who are in truth the
the
most active agents for their benefit ; and the needless disrepute and hazard to
persons
mercantile profession from such popular delusions, by preventing new
from entering the trade, and discouraging those who are in it, must have a strong
tendency to produce an artificial enhancement of prices.
You and your able assistant, Mr. Inglis, are rendering excellent service to
depots under
the Government and country by the prudent management of the
your care, and by stimulating and assisting the Relief Committees to increased
exertions; and the instructions you have recently received to promote to the
utmost possible extent the establishment of soup-kitchens in the localities in
raised by
funds
the
aid
of
made
in
being
(donations
required,
which they are

disposal from
the local committees, and in some cases of those placed at their
hereother quarters, in a more liberal proportion than has ever been the case
tofore,) will much enlarge the sphere of your usefulness.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.

December 30, 1846.
I have more than once had the satisfaction of conveying to you the approbation of the Chancellor of the Exchequer of the great, and under all the extraordinary difficulties of the case, successful exertions which you have made to
meet the present remarkable crisis, and I have now the pleasure of sending you an
expression of the similar favourable opinion entertained by the First Lord, as stated

from Lord John Russell to me, received this morning.
The only remark I have to make is, that these gratifying expressions of the
approbation of Her Majesty’s Ministers apply not only to yourself, but also to the
able officers who are acting under you.

in a letter

many

Extract.

“ As we are coming to the end of the year I wish you would express to Sir
Routh and Colonel Jones my warm approbation of their indefatigable exer“ tions in the performance of the arduous and unexampled duties which they have
“ had to discharge.”
“ R.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Mr. Labouchere.

December 31, 1846.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer is decidedly favourable to the plan of
meeting these cases of extreme distress in Ireland, which cannot be met either by
the Public Works or the poor houses, by making large proportional additions to
the local subscription of the Relief Committees, by which the resources of the
county are drawn out, a test of destitution established, and a security obtained for
the proper and economical expenditure of the money.
Sir R. Routh some time ago, published an official notice, that such local subscriptions would, if necessary, be doubled, and I have since informed him that
Where the destituthey may, if the cases be really urgent, be more than doubled.
tion is extreme, we would give twice as much, or even three times as much as the
local Committee.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

One

Castle, Dublin,

December

31, 1846.

of our late arrivals at Cork has absolutely refused to go to Sligo or
was heated, we have sent her to Limerick as the nearest

Ballina, and, as her cargo
port.

When the “ Rhadamanthus” has performed her present voyage to Clifden and
Belmullet, I wish you could spare her to take a cargo of barley-meal and pease to
Sligo.
It is required for the soup-shops in Donegal and Mayo.
There was a depot within three miles of Dungloe, at Burton Port, from
whence we are issuing ; and two cargoes of meal must have been arriving about
the time that the benevolent Quakers, then on their tour, must have addressed
their letter to
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The coast of Donegal is iron-bound, and the weather so severe, that
in our last
shipment to Burton Port we lost nearly half the cargo. I find
it better durin o- the
winter months to rely on the whole grain, which can
be used as explained in pages 6
and 7 ol the pamphlet on cheap food, which the writers to
Lord Morpeth do not
appear to have been aware of.. When sent in small
quantities it is not so exposed to spoil as the meal. It is quite a task to get
the northern depots stocked
ihe “ Andromeda” is now anchored in Killibegs, and we have
the “ Lucifer ”
steamer just arrived, and the “Warrior” returned
from being refitted, and we
shall succeed better.
I have sent you a hundred more pamphlets.
are now closing an eventful year, and entering upon
another of perhaps a

We

more fearful import. As St. Paul said to his friends, who came
from Rome to
meet him at Appu Forum to encourage him. “ I thank God and
take courage •"
and with this strong feeling I enter upon my task for 1847.
Mr. Tbevelvan to Sir R. Routh.
January

son’

1,

1847.

I HAVE read with much satisfaction your letters,
dated the 28th and 30th
end0Smg COpleS op l nstructions issued by you to Messrs. Bishop

and Hewet-

The calamity has become of such a pressing and critical
character, that none
but measures of the most direct and decisive kind are
sufficient
meet

to

is

See pages 427 and
437.

necessary for the

Government

to exercise as

much

liberality as

it

and

m

m

wM

,

working Committee organized.

Memorandum by Mr. Trevelyan.
T

!

l

January

V

n
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the V™sent system, the resources of
the country
.
de S ree than they could be if we had depots
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d through the \ulterior; for wherever
a Government depot is
e
th
brought to
eas, if theie be a Relief
Committee drawing its supplies

mid such
ana
suX’supplies
as

’

^\
bpAZ

J

,

1847.

and Banagher, which are supplied
our deP ots are 011
sea-coast, or o™ the
is organized into Relief
Committees on
° f * he SUp lies from our depots ih
P
detail,
r° SpeCt ° f
CC0SS 0r even of sai et
L undertake
?
supplles
we arel*ely. to be able to obtain win be
replenish our “sting depots; audit
1 -’ all

^
do more tta
barelvTiffictm
to

Se

1,

°f Longford

cT

b-hannon, and the
theTt
whole of the interior

SeSVr

from anv
b e stained most conveniently and
cheaply, whethlv
,

°y>"vate

dealer, the upper classes are
forced into activity,
as the country affords are made
the most of.
SUpply in and
intending
T h
f e We sha11 et the existing depots, also, vast
through without'‘the discredit
S
d »P«ts, upon which the people have been
to

anLufferiTSw
deteSS

™Pf

?

taught
°7
au ted ’ bu if we had to make any
considerable increase to
the numbei
number of our
o?r depots,
f and, !j
above all, if we had to scatter them over the in-
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may be consistent

With the paramount object of drawing out local exertion
and local resources.
Ihe measures described in your Instructions to
Commissary-General HcwetsOn
and Assistant Commissary-General Bishop have, for the
most part, been already
approved
detail; and I have now only to add, that
we believe you are quite in
the right track, and that we hope you will
continue to follow it out under the directions of the Lord Lieutenant and
Mr. Labouchere, until every part of Ireland
which severe destitution exists has been organized in
the same manner.
Ihe English, or general subscription fund, unaided by
Government donations
I conceive to be applicable without any
restriction in aid of local efforts of
everv
^
sort, and to supply the place of local
efforts, where they are not to be
expected
I understand the plan prescribed to
Messrs. Hewetson and Bishop to be based
on the.responsibihty and agency of the Local
Committees, and upon the assistance
to be given to them by means of
Government donations and grants from the English subscription, and that the scheme
is quite independent of our depots,
whidl
remam subject to the regulations and limitations already
established.
s lbscn >t I0n 1S going on very
well ; -six names down for a thousand pounds
I
1
each.and\ a good
eacii,
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where, they would he liable to all the accidents connected with land-carriage and starving mobs, our machinery would be no longer capable of being
properly regulated, and we should incur a responsibility which we could not
answer.
The assistance given by our depots will be stretched to the utmost limits conand Sir R. Routh is fully aware that he is authorized to
sistent with safety
double, and, if necessary, to more than double the funds, raised by the Relief
Committees and we are endeavouring, by every available means, to strengthen
his establishment for the superintendence of this and the other means of relief.

terior,

;

;

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
January

1,

1847.

The “Avenger” steam-frigate, mentioned in the accompanying letter from
Mr. Erichsen’s Plymouth correspondents, is one of the powerful Admiralty steamvessels, which have been appointed to carry over meal from England to Ireland
and Scotland and if you wish additional supplies to be thrown into any of the
remote depots which are not accessible to sailing-vessels, this will be a good
opportunity, and you have only to inform me in what proportions you wish the
;

to be left at different depots.
I believe this vessel will contain as

meal

much as 400 or 500 tons, and it is expected
that she will clear out the whole remaining stock at Plymouth.
I shall, for the present, order all the available supplies to Limerick, when you
do not give another destination ; that is, supplies of flour, for any grain that may
arrive will be sent to Ballina, Sligo, and Galway.
Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
January, 2, 1847.

The “ Avenger” can go with a cargo of Indian corn-meal to Sligo, if you
think proper, but we have no barley-meal at Plymouth, where she is loading
and as for pease, they are too expensive for us to supply them as a general rule,
and we only got a small quantity to fill up the first cargoes to Clifden and Belmullet.
I have just had a very satisfactory interview with a gentleman on behalf of
London Committee, and I think, from what passed, we shall work with
to our mutual advantage.
They will be glad to avail themselves of all the assistance we can give them,
and as the whole of Ireland is now organised into Relief Committees in communication with you, either through your Inspecting Officers or those of the
Board of Works, you will be able to give them all the assistance they can

the

them

require.
I suggested that they should correspond direct with you, and that they should
parties wanting assistance from them to send their applications
through you, in order that no time may be lost in making references.
The Committee are anxious to know what is the total sum which has been
I said that
subscribed by the Relief Committees during this season of relief.
that we had* only a return of that portion which was intended to be laid out
according, to our rules, but that you would probably be able to furnish an

recommend

estimate of the whole.

Pray do
the whole
donations.

this,

and send

it

to

amount subscribed

me

you can, and also tell me what was
and the amount of the Government

as soon as

last season,

Would not. the purchase of boilers and hand-mills be a good way for the Committee to lay out a portion of their fund, and, if so, what kind of each would you
recommend ?
Mr. Trevelyan to Sir R. Routh.
January

2,

1847.

I have compared the prices charged at the depots, as stated in your letter
of the 28tli ultimo, with such data as I had at hand, and I see no reason to
object to them, but they must be considered liable to alteration according to
time and place.
1

3
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Deputy Commissary-General Dobree

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Sligo,

January

2, 184-7.

The people in this part of the country are continuing to struggle through
their privations peaceably, without any prominent
events.
The Public

Works

continue to be their only source for employment and subsistence
and the very
1 P C e of a11 kinds of bread-stuffs, Indian meal being 18/. to
19/., and oatmeal
oo/ to 24/.
o , , per
22/.
ton, confines great numbers of them to only one meal
per day.
4 he poor-houses are overflowing, and there is much
diarrhoea and dysentery
amongst the inmates, with an unusual degree of mortality.
The supply of food in the hands ot the trade at Sligo, which is the port
ot entry for several of the neighbouring counties,
has been adequate to the
demand since the 5th of November, when I closed the Government depots,
issuing only to the Committees in the county Donegal, and having
thereby succeeded in amassing more than 2,000 tons of corn and meal, which
are being dispersed amongst our several out-stations for coming events. I still entertain
the belief,
which I have before expressed to you, that the trade here will fulfil the
expectations they have held out of a regular succession
of importations, the casualties of
wind and weather permitting.
The sale of arms in this part of Ireland is not considered to give any cause of
alarm. Many purchase in self-defence against the marauders
of long winter
nights, whilst others attach an importance to the
possession of a gun.
;

The late Treasury Minute has given the greatest satisfaction, but
to see if the landlords will take the field, so as
to draw off

we have

still

the population from
the public to reproductive works.
are doing the best we can to establish soup depots.
There has been one in
Sligo for the last month, which I frequently attend, and
where three pints of
excellent soup are given for a penny.
It is worthy of notice that the poor
seldom apply except with tickets gratuitously given to them, as out
of an average
ol 400 to 450 portions sold daily, not more than 18
to 20 are paid for in money.
There is a difficulty in establishing them in some parts of Donegal, from
the entire
want of every kind of vegetable, even a turnip or cabbage.

We

Sir R.
Seepage 441.

^

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle Dublin,
,

^

January

2, 1847.

P IR
me an k you for the very handsome expression of opinion from
T
?J
.Loid John
Russell
and I am sure you will not doubt our anxiety to deserve it by
;
every exertion in our power.
'

We

have a demand for pease and beans, chiefly to assist in the
soup-kitchens *
but it is not necessary that they should be of the
first quality, if Mr. Erichsen
should see a good opportunity of purchasing them.
I have an application, amongst others, from
Mr. O’Connell for two tons of each
and I am sure that a cargo would be very well received
at Limerick or Kilrush*
•

lor distribution

on the Kerry

coast

and

interior.

COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE.
Miscellaneous Communications

by the Under-Secrefary for Ireland to the
16th December, 1846, both days inclusive.

referred

Commissary-General, from 14th

to

Count}-.

Locality, &c.

Down

Dromore District.— The Chairman of a Committee appointed
collect subscriptions for relief purposes,
with a view to obtain a grant.

Kerry,

Barony of

Iveragh.
o—

to

applying for Instructions

Copies of Government Instructions forwarded, showing
that
these bodies must be constituted by the Lieutenant
of each
county, and requesting application to be made to the Lieutenant
of the county Down.
Glenbeigh Committee apply for a grant in aid of subscriptions
col,

lected.

Informed that the Commissary-General is as yet unable to recommend
a grant, as the
.Lieutenant of the county does not appear to have
appointed the Committee ; and that if on
application to his Lordship, a Committee be appointed,
the Commissary-General will be
prepared to forward a recommendation, provided
the whole Relief Fund shall be applied
conlormably to the Government Regulations.
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COMMISSARIAT RELIEF OFFICE,
of

Correspondence from

14th to 16th December,
1846. both day, inclusive

^-APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS, &c

.

County,
Locality, &c.

8129

Clare, Barony Lowerl

Tulla.

.....

r

8190

Wexford,

8050

Scarawalsh.
Kerry,
Barony

8163

Trughanacmy.
Cork, Barony Muskerry West.

Subscriptions.

_

,

Committee

Kiljaloe

Grant Recommended.

£276 10 10

£138

Barony 1.
Newtownbarry

ditto

Tralee ditto

Totals

CI

.

m

:

.

•

PrS

i

taSd S lSM
chip rate.

0

0

0

0

156 10

0

78

5

0

a

£1501 14

4

5

0

the whole

*5* FbTKn

£153

‘ d0,m 0n ft °

irf

Fu„”d"'
,

Prided

62

475

.

tnchigeelagh ditto

Wexford

0

6
0

1

24

o

2

951 11

J

oollectel

m

Mtf

the India
provisions for sale at

l!
-

“he

Donegal

S

I^cal

‘

ciiSe
that

thSnvTn
Government

to the

i

is secretary,

fs guidance m

here

’

*h

Locality,

'^^™

et

^“^

R
Roscommon

ad

".rdestifn

taa

t

.

.

,

^^

Smmit°e e,!
Tipperary'

.

.

.

.

.

.

|

for

11 ° f

,

T

I

I.

.

•« provide eoflLT:for
)r

T

n

this i° *d'

^i‘°” P

inquiring whether they can
be
P ° llCe barrack for 5tore as it' was used
-

*

Thurlcs.-The Archdeacon of Cashel forwarding
a
etter 0t

,

c
aieriora

^

Tagmaeonnell,

soup, and a copy ot

•nr

•« *1=

&c.

1P

p™ v Mo^o5ins w^en

^^

>»

constituted according

resolution requesting per-

*

ri

-

.

“pt‘r

U

^ °^^^^

Sad T

“

he

e

Committee

I

n

&c

West C.rberry Committee, forwarding
a

.

I

7846

“ ’ pr °f “ sed

which the Rev. V. P. Grif-

to inclosed copies of
Instructions
‘“sirucuons
relief.

I

...

'°

Ba

Ch

-

COMMUNICATIONS RELATIVE TO DE POTS,
FOOD,

li'

County.

Cork

‘

a Committee

is

r
Instructions,
of

and referring

administering

reoeipt for cheap.
?

Count ltumford’s Essay on Food.”

‘ anks
v ritten > with papers
prepared in this office,
]
nnTl
i means of
,
on
providing
cheap food.
City Committee, inquiring whether
50/. from the Relief Fund
mayJ
be appropriated for providing cheap food.

tl

th
° f tl, e Committee « to provide
food for
sale
and
f CS pa rl al at "' t0US
relief !t cannot be sanctioned,
except in the
h
nfirni P 0l,r » "hen the Union
'
workhouse is full. -Attention
i
f
Attention
dra\s n to
papers on means of providing cheap food.
En n !!'~
V
Fitzgerald, Vicar of Clondagad, pointing
out (in a
,
?
?v
letter
to Lord John Russell, a
copy of which referred by the chiefsecretary) the public benefit that
would arise from supplying
0nS
Se d lotat ° es and half the cost
I
’
of planting
°!
f which lie
them (100/.) in peat soil,
would provide gratuitously.
Acquainted that there are not any funds placed
"at the disposal
ol Government (or providing seed
potatoes, or for carrying on agricultural industry, which latter is so
peculiarly the interest of the
owners and occupiers of the land, that its
promotion should he

uXc^

M

LfasZt
n"

.

'

’

,

f

>

R

twTinnM

•

,

left to their exertions.
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continued.

Return of Correspondence, &c.
III.— APPLICATIONS

No

7S44

FOR SEED RYE,

Roscommon

.

.

Elphin Committee inquire when the seed rye, &c., may be expected, &c.
Informed that the seed having now arrived, the cost price and
arrangements for distribution will be immediately announced.

IV.—LOCAL COMMITTEES,

8214

Sec.

Locality, Sic.

County.

No.

&c.

Locality, Sic.

County.

—

Committee for Cloonfinlaugh, &c. The Board of Works forwarding
copies of communications from their Inspecting Officer and a
local magistrate, stating that a member of the Committee is
charged with having accepted money for getting persons employed
on the Public Works.
address ed to the Lieutenant of the County drawing attention to the statement,
and observing tha there would be an advantage in promptly expunging the name of any
such member fron the list of the Committee, and appointing another, if the charge be
well founded ; also, that it rests with him and the Vice-Lieutenant who formed the
Committee, to ma te any change the facts of the case shall warrant.
Portadown referring to a meeting proposed for the purpose of formArmagh
ing a Relief Committee for Portadown, and requesting Instruc-

Roscommon

A letter

8187

tions.

r

27

8156

Tipperary

.

2S

8157

Tipperary

8159

Wexford

.

•

5

8160

Wexford

.

.

.

...

Cork

....

8162

Cork

....

8247

Galway

8153

Mayo

....

8200

Clare

....

8207

Kilkenny

7

8161
8

Acknowledged, forwarding some copies of the Instructions for
the formation and guidance of Relief Committies, showing that all
such Committees are now formed only by Lieutenants of counties.
Lieutenant Colonel Douglas reporting his attendance at the Nenagh
Committee ; the condition of the people ; scarcity of food, &c.
Original with Commissary-General.
Nenagh. Lieutenant Colonel Douglas reporting further progress.
Paper with Commissary-General.

—

Captain Stopford reporting visits to Committees in the Barony of
Ballaghkeen, &c.
With Commissary-General.
New Ross.— Captain Stopford reporting further progress.
Paper with Commissary-General.
Assistant Commissary-General Bishop transmitting letter from the
Mayor of Cork, requesting a supply of biscuit, See.

Papers with Commissary-General.

—

Mr. Bishop reporting on the condition,
Sec., of Kilmurry, Kilmichael, Inchigeela, Ballycourcey, Kilnamartery, Aghenagh, and Mill-street districts.

Barony of West Musketry.

Paper with Commissary-General.
Assistant Commissary- General Millikin reporting the result of his
attendance at the Spiddal Committee.

Paper with Commissary-General.
of Works forwarding copy of letter from a DeputyLieutenant of Mayo, representing the insufficient number of magistrates, &c., on Relief Committees in the county.
It was suggested that the matter should be brought under the
notice of the Lieutenant of the county, who can enlarge the Committees according to the Government Regulations, by adding magistrates or other gentlemen at his Lordship’s discretion.
Transmitting Lieutenant of the county’s appointment of the Kel-

The Board

murry Ibrikane Committee, and requesting the necessary books, &c.
Noted and books forwarded.
.

8206

Clare

8188

Meath

....
....

Cavan

....

8181

Inspecting Officer of Board of
tions to Relief Committees.

Works

applying for copy of Instruc-

Sent.

South Feakle Committee applying for Instructions.
Treasury Minute, and additional copies of Instructions sent.
Vice-Lieutenant of county furnishing name of chairman and secretary of the Commitee for barony of Lower Duleek.
Noted, and books sent.
Secretary of Bally James Duff Committee applying for copies of Circular, relative to scrutinizing applications for

employment.

Sent.

82391

8186/

Tipperary

.

Newport District Committee applying to have books and papers sent
to them
also to the Sub-Committees for Kilcomenti and ICillos;

cully.

8194
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Sent.
Secretary of

Committee

&c., notifying authority to reas-

Clerihan,
semble, furnishing particulars, and requesting books,
Noted, and books sent.
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Correspondence, &c.
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The

Rev.
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The ports in Mayo, Sligo, and Donegal, will not admit so large a ship as the
“Avenger,” and we must make use of lighters to discharge her. But we have
300 tons of meal, and this storethe “ Andromeda” there, which can store about
ship lies at Killibegs, and the “Avenger” can go alongside of her, and then deliver
the remainder of her cargo by lighter at Sligo.
order of Deputy
If you could send an assorted cargo by the “Avenger,” to the
Commissary-General Dobree, and consigned to Killibegs, of, say 300 tons, barley
meal, and the rest in pease and beans, so that we may carry out the soup system
Sligo, and Donegal, I think this arrangein the north-western counties of Mayo,
ment would be highly advantageous. There is so much difficulty and real risk
coast, that we must assist Mr. Dobree
in sending sailing ships to that part of the
with steamers during the winter months.
This would render it unnecessary to send the

c<
Rhadamanthus” to Sligo but I
would ask one trip of this steamer to Westport, with an assorted cargo also of
two-thirds, and one-third
barley meal, and pease and beans, say half and half, or

two

of the

;

latter.

.

have some internal depots in Mayo, where, 1
I think we
indeed, if I had a disposable officer
think, there will be a great deal of distress
on Galway.
now, I would form a depot at the head of Lough Corrib, dependent
Arrangements are in train for extending a sufficient constabulary force to the
islands of Claire, Boffin and Innis Tunk, situated off Clew Bay.
There is a very bad part also between Belmullet and Ballina, in the baronies of
that
district,
which,
report
on
Adams’s
Mr.
wait
shall
but
I
Erris and Tyrawley
without a village between Crossmolina and Belmullet, is extremely populous.
shall be obliged

to

;

;

increased liberal scale of the donations is working its beneficial progress
we can expect; and if I have not gone further yet than the pound for
because the occasion has not presented itself; and while that is
well
working so well, and the Committees so thankful and satisfied, it is as

The

as fast as

pound,

it is

do more than

is

enough.

to
But I do expect several subscriptions that will require this liberality, and no
intentions of Government on
occasion shall be lost in manifesting the generous
district subI conceive that there is a difference between a rural
town or village subscription— the latter being by far the most
not

.

these occasions.
scription and a

denseness of the population.
entitled to all liberal consideration, from the greater
Chancellor of the Exchequer desiring every
I have received a short note from the
should be a local subscripreasonable liberality ; but stating his opinion that there
guarantee of the right application of the
tion, as a test of the scarcity, and as a
funds.

.

sent to sunary

which are

I am glad you approve of gifts, mostly anonymous,
subscription.
resourceless districts, being admitted as parts of a

Commissariat Clerk Robyns to Mr. Trevelyan.
Commissariat

January

Bunbeg,

3, 184-7.

peaceable, that is to
people in this neighbourhood are at present very
Lord George ill and Mr.
say, in the immediate vicinity where the influence of
is felt ; and
M'Fudden, the Catholic clergyman of this parish (Tullagliobegly),

The

H

more remote districts, they are far from riotous.
when ground into
Lord G. Mill lately imported a cargo of corn, which is selling,
great as there is
from 14 s. to 16s. per cwt. The demand for it is very
week, when the
no other food in the country; and it will be exhausted this
no market nearer
people will be dependent on the Government depots, as there is
There is a monthly Ian a
than Letterkenny, a distance of 25 Irish miles.
Dunglow, but very few provisions are sold.
,
,
for food, instead
out
it
threshing
Most of those people that have any grain are
will not be able o
of saving it to pay their rents, arid for seed; and, 1 much fear,
great deficiency in
meet the demands’ of their landlords, and that there will be a

even in the
meal, at

.

the cropping season.

There
fear

the

but

even

A
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George Hill is Chairman, but they have not yet met so that I have no means of
knowing- the means they intend pursuing for the relief of the poor ; they might
do a great deal of good by setting an example of sowing early vegetables, and
discontinuing the growth of the potato, which would be again liable to failure,
and encouraging the cropping the land with barley, oats, and rye, which would suit
this soil
mountain and reclaimed bog ; but the farms are very small, the portion
under cultivation being seldom more than two or three acres, ’and that is done
;

—

universally

by spade-labour.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.

January

1847.

4,

In my letter to you, dated the 1st instant, I stated that the addition made
from Government funds to subscriptions from a distance should be strictly confined,
according to the original proposition, to those cases in which there are no
local
resources, and local subscriptions are not to be expected.
I am now desired to inform you that you are at liberty to make additions
from
Government funds to such subscriptions, in every case in which you, acting under
the authority of Mr. Labouchere and the Lord Lieutenant, may consider it
desirable and proper ; only taking care not to exceed, in reference to this
class of
subscriptions, the proportion of pound for pound.
That is to say, for every pound
subscribed by private parties, although they may be neither residents in the
locality
to be relieved nor possessed of property in it, it will be at your
discretion to add
another pound to it not of course pledging yourself to do it, and never
doing it
in any case in which you think it ought not to be done
but being. perfectly free to
;
do it Avhenever the circumstances appear to you to render it proper.
I trust that this extension of the original Instruction, may
be attended with
beneficial effect in the present lamentable state of Ireland
;

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, January 4, 1847.
had, as you recollect, last year, only four main depots, Sligo,
WestGalway, and Limerick, on the west coast, and two on the Shannon,
Banagher, and Longford. These were under Commissariat officers.
This season
we have under Commissariat accountants the following depots

We

port,

:

Dunfanaghy, county Donegal.

Bunbeg
Burtonport

„

Killibegs

„

Sligo, county Sligo.
Ballina, county Mayo.

Belmullet

„

Wesport

„
Clifden, county Galway.

Galway

Kilrush, county Clare.
Limerick, county Limerick.
Tarbert, Madagascar.
Dingle, county Kerry.
Cahirciveen, county Kerry.
Castletown Berehaven „
Skibbereen
„

Longford

River

Sh ™n°n.

}

„

hare three constabulary depots in county Roscommon
ready to be supplied
little later, I mean Castlereagh,
Roscommon, Strokestown and I
propose to have a Commissariat depot at the head
of Lough Corrib at Cong as
soon as we are ready to fill it from Galway. With regard
to any other minor
arrangements we shall be governed by circumstances
as the service advances.
e must always recollect, also, in comparing
the two seasons, that we begin
this year
the month of December; and last season we
began to issue in the
° Ma* a t the end of that month.
Mr. Labouchere tells me sometimes
that he sees me so cool and so calm, that he
thinks I underrate the difficulties but
indeed it is to this feeling, the result of long
experience in the care of large masses
ot men, that I owe any facility I may
possess in the execution of this serious
}' e

and opened a

;

,

.

m

;
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will continually arise as we proceed in this business, I have
it proper to accompany the Instructions to Captain Bellew with a letter,
which the enclosed is a copy.
Mr. IJewetson applied to me to know how he was to act in his communications
with Committees who never exerted themselves, in reference to the letter addressed
to him with respect to the soup system and subscriptions.
You will probably give me your ideas on the
I send you my answer to him.

As new matter

thought
of

subject.
I undei’stand that too much money is finding its way to Skibbereen, and that
some of the poor, after suffering from hunger, have become sick from the sudden
change to abundance. I think this is a proof of the advantage of these subscriptions going through a head-quarter channel.
You will see that we have at Killibegs store room for 500 tons disposable.
About the same on board the “ Andromeda,” and about the same the remaining
part of the magazine at Sligo, of which we now only occupy one-half, and about
600 tons at Ballina. In all, you may calculate on store room for 2000 tons, in
case of need, and means of filling it.

Enclosure.
Sir

R. Rout h

to

Captain Bellew.

The Castle, Dublin, January 4, 1847.
have the honour to transmit to you the Instructions to Inspecting Officers acting under
the orders of the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Ireasury;
and I request you will undertake this duty for the county Roscommon, fixing your headquarters at the town of Roscommon, and with a view of extending your inspection hereafter to
I

county Leitrim as soon as circumstances will permit it.
The destitution of the county which you are now about to inspect is of a nature to exercise
your best attention to the means of affording relief.
The high prices of Indian corn, of wheat, and oatmeal, make it necessary that we should
turn our views to the provision of some cheaper food.
are, accordingly, establishing with much success at Skibbereen, and the other localities
on the south-west side of the coast, soup-kitchens, for distribution to the poor.
Where one establishment is sufficient, it is usually placed in the centre of the village ; and

We

when two are

required, one at each extremity.
is placed in charge to see that the ingredients prepared for the soup are put in
commences every day at 12 o’clock precisely, and that good order is
and an arrangement is usually made for a supply of gruel for the sick.
are requested to advocate this system as much as lies in your power, and also to call
upon the principal inhabitants to subscribe; and you have authority to promise a grant from
the Government of an equal amount with the subscription.
Government
Regulations
allow of gratuitous issues to the infirm poor, to widows,
The
orphans, and to children where the supporting member of the family is incapable, from sick

A policeman

that the distribution

it,

preserved,;

You

ness or other cause, to maintain them.

To

persons requiring relief on such grounds, the food is a free gift of charity ; but when the
sell, it is not desirable to do so under cost price; for our object is to maintain the
Committee as unimpaired as possible, so as to make them applicable to the whole

Committee

funds of the
season.

If any case, where a small subscription only can be raised, should appear to you of great
emergency or distress, you will not fail to represent it, so that the extent of the grant may be
brought under special consideration, and be recommended more in accordance with the amount
of distress than the amount subscribed.
As your report in such cases would have considerable influence on the donation to be given,
you will be careful to form your opinion on good grounds, and after full evidence of your own
examination, confirmed through several sources.
A communication will be made to the Lieutenant of the county, announcing your appointment,
and soliciting his co-operation, should any occasion arise to require his interposition.
I beg your particular attention to the formation of the Committees, and requesting you to
press upon all the necessity of preparing the land for the coming harvest, of sowing a sufficient

quantity of grain for the increased
the pasture system of Ireland.

demand, and the danger

of continuing, in

the

funds,

which we cannot look

for unless

the

present extent,

its

In conclusion, I recapitulate the immediate subjects requiring your attention
The establishment of soup-kitchens ;
The urgency of local subscriptions ; and
The liberal aid which the Government, are disposed to afford to them.
These subscriptions are a test of the scarcity, and a guarantee for the good

:

management

Committees have a local

3
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Memorandum

Commissary-General Hewetson.

to

Dublin

Under

the circumstances

January

Castle,

which you describe, I recommend you

to call

4, 1847.

a meelinw of

the proprietors, to explain to them the state of the country
to state the liberal intentions of
;
the Government to give a grant equal to the amount subscribed when the workhouse is
full
to explain to them that this grant is tantamount to selling them the supply at half-price,
as
their funds being doubled, go twice as far in the purchases they require.
Point out to them also the dreadful responsibility the whole country will incur if they
neglect
the cultivation of the soil.
The transition from potatoes to grain requires a tillage in the comparison of three to one
between grain and potatoes.
All this requires a corresponding increase of labour, and wages so paid are a mere investment of money, bringing a certain and large profit.
Safe that the pasture system of Ireland must be abandoned or modified; it is no longer
possible to confine such vast extents of soil to grass and hay, when the same space judiciously
cultivated will suffice for three times the number of cattle, and afford besides sustenance
•

toman.

The destiny of the country
can be retrieved.

is

hands of the people

in the

;

it

is

by

their industry only that

it

It is useless to talk of emigration, when so much extra labour is becoming indispensable
to
supply the extra food.
Let that labour first be applied, and then it will be seen whether there is any surplus population, and to what extent.
If industrious habits can be established, and the waste lands taken into cultivation, it is
very doubtful whether there would be any surplus population, or even whether it would
be
equal to the demand.
Providence has given everything, and it requires nothing but industry to apply it and if
the
;
country cannot be awakened, it is only a succession of suffering and calamity that awaits it
until the people shall be roused to a sense of their danger.

Mr.

Haly

to Sir

George Grey.

British Association for the Relief of the Extreme Distress in the Remote
Parishes of Ireland and Scotland.

Temporary Committee
St. Swiihin’s

Room

at Messrs. Rothschild’s,

Lane, January

1847.

4,

I have the honour to enclose, for your information, an address issued by
the Association, which has been formed under the above title, for the purpose
of affording relief for the calamity with which our sister Kingdom, and the
extensive districts in the Highlands and islands of Scotland are afflicted, and of
co-operating, if practicable, with Her Majesty’s Government, for that object.
I am desired by the Committee to solicit from you, as Her Majesty’s Principal
Secretary of State for the Home Department, such aid and information, by
returns and other documents, as may from time to time be necessary or useful
to the Committee in carrying out their plans, and with a view to secure, as far
as possible, the funds from being misapplied.
And I am directed to say that the promise of such assistance from you would
be most cheering to the Committee in the laborious task they have undertaken.
‘

Enclosure.

British Association

Extreme Distress
and Scotland.

for the Relief of

in the

Remote Parishes of Ireland

Committee.
Right Hon. Lord Mayoi
T. Baring, Esq., M.P.
C. J. Be van, Esq.
F. Carleton, Esq.
Cummins, Esq.

J. J.

R. Currie, Esq., M.P.
Gurney, Esq.
Robert Hanbury, Esq.
H. Kingscote, Esq.
8. J. Loyd, Esq.
S.

With power

to

add

to their

W. G.

Prescot, Esq.

Hon. Stephen Spring

The Baron

Rice.

L. Rothschild.

Abel Smith, Esq., M.P.

G. R. Smith, Esq.
number

Information haying been received of the most distressing
character, and of undoubted credithe rapid progress of famine and utter destitution in
many remote parishes of Ireland
in which there are but few families who can
be considered as the resident

bility, ot

and Scotland

gentry, and who are therefore exposed to urgent
and overpowering demands for the smallest
supplies °f the necessaries of life, by the famishing
population, to an extent far exceeding any
means within their power, it has been determined, in dependence
upon God’s blessing, to form a
Committee in London for the purpose of aiding the efforts made
who

are suffering under the present awful calamity.
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propose to apply

the subscriptions that may be ini rested fo their
care
either in sending supplies of food to Ireland and Scotland,
or in such otner manner as may
secure a conscientious and faithful administration of the funds,
to the relief of the most nece^itous and the most deserving, in strict conformity with the
rules which shall be laid down bv the

London Committee.

The

relief

case shall

proposed will be afforded by the distribution of food, clothing
and

money be

fuel,

given to the parties relieved.

but in no

I he sick and infirm, ‘ f the fatherless children and
widows,” who, alas, constitute a very
numerous class of the sufferers, and who are in a great degree beyond
the reach of the Government plans ol relief, will be the principal objects to which this
Committee will direct assistance
to be given.
.Should it be in any case practicable, some return
in work, of an agricultural

or

other generally useful nature, will be required from the
individuals relieved.
T ho Committee abstain from pressing their application by
introducing extracts from the
communications which they have received; the appalling nature of
the visitation
with which it. has pleased God to afflict so large a portion of our
fellow subjects is now a matter
o( public notoriety and to enlarge upon it would
be needless. They prefer to act upon the
strong conviction that there are a large number of benevolent
persons fully acquainted with the
distress and ready to bestow their bounty whenever a
channel is presented to them, through
which it. may be applied, and secured as far as possible from the
danger of bein°- abused
distressing

1

'
ns
g a P e? lllia1 illterest in any particular districts in either Ireland o°r Scotland can
?
‘t .
that their contributions should be applied to the
relief of such districts, which will be
observed by the Committee.

°''s<

,.

direc

strictly

Routh

Sir R.

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin, January 4, 184 7.
1 » AVE *he honour to lay before you for the
information of the Right
Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury the
weekly
return of the Commissariat depots in Ireland, and also a statement
of the amount
ol donations, and of the sums subscribed up to
the 2nd instant.

13,077 1.

1

6s.

od.

Enclosure.

Weekly State

of Provisions,

&

in

c.,

the several Depots in Ireland, on the evening of Saturday, January
2,

Quarters of Eight Bushels each of

Sacks of 230

lbs.

each of

Cwts.

E?yp-

Indian Corn.

POTS.

1

Egyp-

„

1 ease.

tian

of

Bags
I

11

1

Salt.

tian

j

Wheat.

Wheat.

Corn

of

Wheate J Barley

Oatmea
1

Meal.

Wheat

Meal.

Meal.

Meal.
|

In Port

In Store

With

In

Millers

Biscuit

of
11 2 lbs.

each.

With

Store. In Store

Millers

In Store In Store In Store In Store In Store. In Store
1

Limerick

..

!

7,462

..

Kilrush

Madagascar

(on

.

Slubber een
Dingle

6th ultimo)

1,134
924

(on ditto)

|

Galway
Westport

3,147
720

677

1,199

Clifden

Belmullet
Sligo

.

Ballina

.

3S0
220

.

551

Killybegs

1,329
314

.

Burtonport

4

101

1,212

•

.

Castlerca

.

S3
979
9
24

400
490

40

162

359
206
792
,432
,456

*

.

Banagher
Longford

..

1,213

73

Dunfanaghy
Dublin

3S4

1,435
392
250

.

Cahirciveen
Castletown’

S76

14S 6,2S9
360

500

196

5S6

264

413

.

133
16

Roscommon
Buubeg

ISO

16

100

Strokestown

•

..

•

1

••

.
.

|2,72S

I

2,531

4

,301

600

200

••
1

tals

,212

I

1

101

94S

2,056|1,4S9

|

.397

7

j
|

11

Consignment from

|

Il.uilbowl

“ Lepanto ” and “ Manchester”
arrived at Galway, cargoes damaged and contents not ascertained.
216 quarters of Indian corn in transit lioin Killybegs to Bunbcg.
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Recapitulations of Remains on the 2nd January, 1847.
1,312

.
6,560 quarters of Indian corn at 51. per ton
600 quarters of pease, at 5/. per ton
1,216 quarters of Egyptian wheat, at 5 l. per ton.
22,056 sacks of Indian meal, at 81. per ton.
1,487 sacks of oatmeal, at 8/. per ton
948 sacks of wlieaten meal, at 81. per ton
7,394 sacks of barley meal, at 81. per ton
•

.

•

Total

R.

Castle

118J-

„
„

924L

m

239$

„
„
„

.

•

Bunbeg

.

.

,,

„

185|-

•

tons.

„

2,757

•

•

.

to

120
243-J-

.

.

at Si. per ton

4,788 bags of biscuit, at 20 J. per ton
216 quarters of Indian corn in transit

The

•

•

•

•

.

7 sacks of -Egyptian wheaten meal,

•

•

.

43-J-

5,944-fir tons.

.

Routii, Commissary- General.

J-

Dublin, January 4, 1847.

Donations issued under

the authority of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to Relief
Committees, in aid of Subscriptions.

Name

Date.

Clare

Subscriptions

Donations.

of Committee.

s.

d.

£.

11,504 16

0

20,377

£.

1846

Amount brought forward
Abbey and Killone District, County

s.

d.

4

2

0

Kilmastulla District, County Tipperary

.

County Meath
District, County Galway
Swineford District, County Mayo
Charlemont District, County Armagh .
Skryne

1

Carrickbeg

.

....

District,

.

.

,,

17

.

40

0

250

0

....
....

County Roscommon.
Killarga District, County Leitrim
Rathdown District, County Wicklow .
District,

Total

amount

0

.

County Waterford

Clarina District, County Limerick

French Park

0

200

District,

West BallinakiU

1847
January

135

.

...

•

£

13,077 16

40

65 15
347
0

22,088

5

8

R. J. Routh, Commissary - General.

Dublin Castle
January 4, 1847.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
Treasury, January

5,

1847.

The accompanying description by Mr. Hugh Parker, of the state of the
population in the remote districts to the west of Skibbereen, is the most awful I
have yet seen, and it makes me, as well as you, anxious to hear what progress
Mr. Bishop is making in his mission to that quarter, for the extension of soupkitchens.
I lament to have to express my opinion that this rude expedient of the
public kitchen, is the only thing which stands between multitudes of our fellow
countrymen and death, and we are very anxious that it should be carried to the
utmost possible extent in the

districts in

which

Enclosure.
Mr.

Parker

it is

required.

,

to Lieutenant- Colonel

Jones.
December 31, 1846.

returned from a tour of inspection to the West ; I remained in Scull parish
irregular, you
went to Crookhaven,
c., and I feel sure; although somewhat
relating as briefly as possible what I have observed.
The parish of Scull is very extensive, lying between Roaring Water Bay and Dunmaus,
of utter
and contains about 18,0Q0 inhabitants ; and of these, at least 16,000 are in a state
little stores they
destitution, and most of the remainder will be similarly situated as soon as the
I

HAVE just

a few days ;
will excuse

I

also

&

my

have are consumed.

Taking the usual average of five in a family (and here it is somewhat greater) , a proportion
number of persons to
of one out of every destitute family on the relief lists would make the
on the Public
be employed amount to about 3200. At present, 1150 have been employed

but
Works, so that about 2000 remain unemployed, but I trust work will be found soon;
impossible
employment will be of little use without food, and how the people are to live it is
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strictly belonc. to
J
°

myy

duties’

great number -of people must inevitably be
swept off by starvation, and bv diseases
arising from starvation, such as bowel complaints,
scurvy, dropsy, and fever. Pood is daily
becoming scarcer and much dearer, and where are future
supplies to come from ?
Hitherto
Slubbereen, with its immediate neighbourhood, has
been the peculiar object of solicitude but
Scull as well as Kilmore the neighbourhood
of Dunmaus Bay, Carigboy', and the promontory
of Sheepshead, are equally badly off;
they are further removed from assistance, less
notice/
have not participated in the benefit of money
subscriptions, and there are no gentlemen
to
relieve them
Dr. Trail, rector of Scull, and chairmaS of the
Relief Committef, “everting
himself to the utmost to relieve the distress; he.
employs about fifty men on his own premises
in every way lie can
has soup-kitchens constantly at work, sells meal
;
at reduced price in his
bU 11 wl
01 do
charil 'vil1 not
lar ; his doors and windows are
:
y
e°
1
b miseiable
t!i
beset by
wretches, and, Mrs. Trail and family are worn
out and exhausted by their
incessant exertions
The people now drop off very fast, and deaths increase daily
'

have been

I

M, MeH
relief;

he

280

/
is

Golecn Crookhayen, Rock Island, &c„

to

b °U

ni

;

Jfnend

th ® chstress
-

is

all in the parish of Kilmore, conequally as great, the deaths as frequent.

ot ]N r Owen ol the Board) is exerting himself
to the utmost in affording
p
8
Committee.
have witnessed (and Captain Reid, who is on a tour,
revising Relief Committee
a
*£ PPf rs absolutely necessary that a large provision depot should be
-

^
chairman of Jthe Relief
1

From what

I

g e
r u f at7 Skull
qi
established
or Crookhaven at the latter place is a good
harbour, with four and five
fathoms of water there is also a strong coast-guard,
with a Lieutenant of the navy, so that
the stores would be protected, and it would
be easy to transport by boat the supplies for Skull
as required, and a large vessel can anchor
off Skull, also in six “to seven fathoms water.
It
would be well if an active Commissariat officer was
appointed to watch over the necessities
of the people in these remote parts.
Rice is light, and its use should be encouraged it
has
;
been found very useful in affording relief to those afflicted
with diseases arising from starvation,
so that,, in addition to meal, a supply of rice would
be advantageous
There 1S no corn for seed hitherto, potatoes have alone been°
cultivated, and now no com

25

;

;

^

;

r° CUred
bUt f SPed 1S not S0Wllj the state of thin s next winter
will be worse
g
than this
In the promontory of Kilmoe and parish of Skull, no very
extensive system of drainage
with some exceptions, can be advantageously carried on
a more wretched, rocky, wild country
never Sa
et th ere 13 a lar e population.
I have visited the poor in these parishes, and
g
f,
7'J
the scenes I have witnessed are dreadful; death seems
stamped on the faces of
many places I could with d.fficulty move, I was so beset with hundreds imploringthousands; in
assistance.
1 am
quite positive that unless something be speedily
done by throwing in supplies at a
*

;

.

,

moderate price, by affording gratuitous relief, or by affording immediate
means of emigration
for the most destitute the hulk of the population must
be swept, off.
The desolation is indeed complete; the people seem harmless and inoffensive;
political
agitation has hardly reached them, and the inhabitants
of these remote south-western parts
are fit objects tor the especial protection of Government.

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Lord Morpeth.
January

6,

1847.

It has occurred to me that Mr. Trimmer, of the Geological Survey, might
with advantage be employed for a few months as one of our Inspecting* Officers
of Relief Committees in Ireland, with especial reference to the sound advice
on

which Mr. Trimmer is so well qualified to give
country gentlemen and farmers in the present anomalous and dangerous
agricultural subjects

to

the

state of

that, in Ireland, above all other countries, essential branch of industry.
The accompanying copy of the instructions to the Inspecting Officers will show
your Lordship that the inquiries they are directed to make include the present
state

and prospects of agriculture.

You will also see from the accompanying note from Sir Henry De la Beche,
that he has no objection to Mr. Trimmer being employed for a time on this
service, provided the whole of his emoluments are defrayed from funds applicable
to

it.

My

object in now writing to your Lordship is to ascertain whether you have
any objection to the proposal, and, if you have not, I will instruct Mr. Trimmer
to proceed to Ireland as soon as he can be relieved from his present duties.
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Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

January

6,

1347.

There is a good deal of alarm in County Mayo, and in that part ot the
will be
country (but I believe, indeed, it is not confined to that county) that there
a great insufficiency of seed.
Mr. Labouchere spoke with
it

was physically

me

possible for the

on the subject, and I stated that I did not think
to meet such a demand, above all, at

Government

this season of the year.

The

most

the spot, have
people, to avoid paying the high price of provisions on

improvidently consumed, or are consuming it; and at the last moment, this
like every other, is addressed to the Government.
They say half of the County Mayo will be without oat seed.
Lord Ross, from Parsonstown, King’s County, writes word, that he has careto be examined,
fully caused the whole of his neighbourhood and of the county
and the result, which he believes to be correct, leaves on his mind the conviction,
that there are not more than six weeks’ provisions in that county.
the proprietors and principal
I suggested to his Lordship, to call a meeting of
disaster,
gentlemen, to consider on the best means ot meeting this approaching
and by subscriptions amongst themselves, by widely distributing the establishment
what indeed is
of soup-houses, by assisting the people with seed, to endeavour,
He is an eximperatively necessary, to secure our passage through the winter.
for the county to
cellent man, and his judgment and character, will do much
which he belongs. Lord Ross adds, that the farmers were, in many instances,
I will send you his letter and the ieply.
neglecting the cultivation of the land.
though they are
1 find from other sources that the small farmers and cottiers,
not give
doing nothing to their land, are pertinaciously adhering to it, and will
Events will do it for them.
it up.
cannot keep up our correspondence with the Committees in the Reliet
claim,

.

.

.

I find I

with our present establishment, and we shall require two additional clerks,
which I request your authority.
up to the 31st .December,
I propose to give you the exact account ol everything
and an estimate from 1st January to August; 1 have all the accounts in, except
Mr. Dobree’s, and I shall have his, probably, to-morrow.
Office

for

I make a point of having everything up to the day.
\ ou
Mr. Labouchere is quite pleased with your letter to me about the grants.
rest assured that I shall use all discretion.
estport his headMr. Adams started this morning for Mayo. He will make
the county,
quarters at first, and from thence visit all the more southern points ol
After which he will go to Sligo, and
and then the north-west and Belmullet.
Donegal, and then return to Dublin
visit our Commissariat outposts and County

may

and

M

assist us here.

Mr. Bishop did not receive my letter of the 26th December until the end ol
month but he reached Skibbereen on Monday morning, and will put all that

the

;

difficult
I

western promontory on a right footing.
him to-morrow, with further means, which I hope to get placed at his

write to

disposal.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir

R. Routh.

January

6,

1847.

proceed to reply to your letters of the 2nd and 3rd instant.
I
supply of barley meal
I have written to the Admiralty, to request that a good
not too late, be put on board the “Avenger,” and that she may be

now

mav,

if it is

transferred to the
consigned to Killibegs, where the bulk of her cargo is to be
“Andromeda” store-ship, and she is then, if Mr. Dobree should so direct, to
deliver the remainder by lighter at Sligo.
store
“ Avenger,” for there are none
1 cannot send any pease or beans by the
believe, to be procured
at Plymouth, where she is now loading, nor are any, I

m

there.

_

.

,
With regard to barley meal, till the receipt of your letters under acknowledgloaded
ment, I considered it a matter of indifference whether the “Avenger’ was
Plymouth ,
with Indian meal or barley meal, both of which we have in store at
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but directions have now, as above stated, been given for as much barley meal to be
put on board as possible.
When the “ Rhadamanthus” returns from her trip to Clifden and Belmullet
she shall be sent to Westport, as suggested by you, unless she should be required
for some more pressing service ; and I will endeavour to have an assorted
cargo
of barley meal, pease, and beans, ready for her.
There is a good quantity of pease and a small quantity of beans on board the

vessel now on its way from Malta to Limerick, with the first result of the
exertions
of our officers at Malta ; and you can supply Mr. O’Connell with some of these.
let me know what is thought of the beans, as they are sent
by way of

Pray

experiment.

approve of your hiring additional store room at Limerick for 1000 tons.
Three of our vessels laden with Indian corn are now on their way from America
Galway, and it is, therefore, well that the “ Andromache ” store-ship is ready at

I quite

to

that port.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
January

7, 1847.

We

highly approve of your instructions to Captain Bellew, which
appear to embody in a very satisfactory manner the liberal practical
extension
lately given to our relief measures.
But in your reply to Ilewetson, I fear that you entered upon controverted
Points in the remarks you have made upon the pasture system of Ireland
and
emigration, and you will not be offended with me for suggesting
that you
should caution him to be careful how he enters upon these subjects, and
direct
his attention more entirely to the objects to which you have
so

prominently

alluded in your letter to Captain Bellew. Emigration, under certain
circumstances and to a certain extent, is an important resource, and the
Government are
taking some well-considered steps on the subj ect
and as for the question relatinoto pasture land, it is a controversy of centuries, and the
real truth I take to he,
that a disproportioned extent of pasture land is rather a symptom
than a cause
of a backward state of cultivation, and that as the main object
of introducing
a proper rotation of crop advances, the extent of pasture land
becomes
necessarily and properly diminished.
;

Sir

W. Somerville, M.P.

to

Mr. IIaly.
Whitehall, January

7,

184/.

am directed by Sir George Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your
the 4th instant, in which you enclose an Address, issued by the
Association for the Relief of Distress in Remote Parishes
of Ireland and Scotland
on the part of the Committee, and solicit the aid of the Secretary
of State in
carrying out their plans. I am, in reply, to request that you
will inform the
I

letter of

Committee that Sir George Grey will have much satisfaction in affording them
the information and assistance which it may be in the poiver of the Governto give, with a view to further the benevolent intentions
of the Comand to secure the due application of the funds placed at their disposal.
Sir George Grey regrets to state that cases of extreme
destitution are very
numerous in some districts where there are comparatively few local resources
available for the relief of the people, and he has no doubt
that in these districts
especially the assistance which may be afforded by this Association
will, in connexion with the measures adopted by the Government, have
a most beneficial effect in mitigating the severity of the suffering
which prevails. Sir George
Grey will be happy to place the Committee, or any person appointed by
them,
m communication with the officers employed in Ireland and Scotland, in
carrying out the relief measures of the Government and he has directed
that the
Committee shall be furnished with all the information received by the Government, which is calculated to be useful to them in the prosecution
of their
all

ment

mittee,

,

;

object.

3
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Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

January

7, 1847.

received your letter about Skibbereen. I had seen it before. The
writer is in some error. He says there are 3200 heads of families, of which 1150
are employed, leaving 2150 unemployed, which at 5 per family amount to 10,750,
not 16,000. Again he says it is all want of food
whereas, at Skibbereen, five
miles or thereabouts from Schull, there is a Cork house, George and Co., whose
agent is Mr. Swanton, who are proprietors of two large mills, and are retailing
meal in any quantity required and our store is also open. So that food is not
wanting, but rather the money to buy it.
The rector at Schull had also received
a subscription from England, of 50/., which he refused to place in the hands of
the Committee, but was distributing soup.
Only one of our soup kitchens was at work by last advices from Skibbereen, the
second cauldron not having arrived from Cork. It was feeding about 1500 persons
daily. I have not yet had my report from Mr. Bishop ; but he had 751., a subscription
sent anonymously to us, with which he was to begin to encourage a local contribution, which had been already very favourably commenced at Baltimore.
Schull
district contains 40,000 acres, or thereabouts, yet no proprietor seems to come
I

;

;

forward.
The proprietors of the Skibbereen district draw an annual income of 50,000/.
The estimate I procured was as follows
it.

from

....
....
....
.....
....

:

Lord Carbery
Richard H. H. Beecher, Esq.

Mr.

Newman

The O’Donovan

Rev. Michael Beecher
Messrs. Townsend and Wright
Mr. Townsend (Whitehall)

.

Mr. French
Mr. S. Lavis
Sir Wm. Rixon Beecher (on whose estate
stands the town of Skibbereen)
The Rev. Stephen Townsend
Lord Audley’s estate, let for 400/. per annum,
now in the hands of trustees

£15,000
4,000
4,000
2,500
1,000
1,500 a joint
2,000
1,000
1,000

estate.

10,000
8,000

.

£50,000
Schull has also two towns in its district.
Ought such destitution to prevail with such resources, allowing that I am misinformed in some of the points.
However, I dare to say, we shall settle the whole of that district very well.
It was written last year ; but it will
I send you enclosed a report of Cong.
give you some idea of the place, situated in the midst of the mountainous districts
of Galway, Mayo, Connemara, and more exposed to distress than any I know.
I find from the Ordnance Storekeeper, that he must have an order to deliver to
me the 150 tons of beef and pork, for which I shall apply officially. It will 3o
admirably for the soup kitchens.
Mr. Erichsen sent to me a sample of Russian rye flour. I have had a small
I am of opinion that rye bread,
loaf made of it, and I think it most excellent.
with one-third wheat, is the best bread that is made ; but without any mixture it
is excellent, and its cultivation ought to be more encouraged.
as this is to be obtained at 20 per cent, less than
I strongly recommend,
other grains, that you should instruct Mr. Erichsen to purchase a large quantity.
In America it is very generally mixed with the Indian corn bread, and improves
Be assured that it is an importation worthy of encouragement, and
it very much.
I had two little biscuits made with the
it cannot fail to be well received here.
sample, at the same time as the loaf, and I send them to you, but they can hardly
be so good as the bread.
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Treasury Minute.
January

Transmit copies of the following documents

to Sir

8,

R. Routh, and

1847.
state that

already aware that it is their Lordships’ desire that effectual relief should be
given to the inhabitants of the district in the neighbourhood of Skibbereen, in
which destitution of an aggravated kind has been proved to prevail; that for
this purpose the Local Relief Committees should be stimulated to the utmost
possible exertion
that soup-kitchens should be established under the management of these Committees, at such distances as will render them accessible to all
the destitute inhabitants, and that liberal donations should be made on the part of
the Government in aid of the funds raised by a local subscription ; or, in case no
adequate subscriptions are to be expected from local sources, in aid of sums contributed from other quarters.
Their Lordships wish to be furnished at the earliest practicable period
with a detailed report of the measures which have been taken under Sir R.
Routh’s directions for the above pressing and important object ; and they desire
that it may be particularly stated who the principal landowners in the parishes in
which the greatest destitution exist are, and what sums of money they have contributed, and what other steps they have taken towards its relief.
Transmit a copy of this Minute to Sir W. Somerville, for Sir G. Grey’s
lie is

;

information.

Enclosure.
Mr. Caulfield

to Sir

G. Grey.
Creagh Rectory, Skibbereen,

January

4, 1846.

Knowing

your anxiety for information as to the state of this country, and Ireland
generally, I make no apology for venturing to write to you.
It is almost impossible to conceive anything like an accurate idea of the state of our people, unless by careful inquiry and
p rsonal investigation. The poorhouse gives but a feeble test of our destitution, not affording
accommodation to those who now seek admittance. It contains 960, though built for 800
In the fever hospital, which I inspected last week, 136; in the infirmary, 128; deaths in
December to the 28th, 135; in November, 83; in two months, 218; in corresponding period
last year, 7.
This is only an index of the mortality that prevails. The burial-grounds are
being changed in appearance, in some cases enlarged, and were hired to dig graves for all
who are brought, for the bodies were not sufficiently interred. In the small burying-ground
near Skibbereen, eight bodies were interred within an hour.
Very few now attend funerals,
which is strange in this country.
Fever has yielded in a great measure, and dysentry very
sudden and fatal in its attacks, the patient being sometimes carried off in a few hours. Rice is
found effectual in checking this, when it does not arise from actual starvation. The scenes we
witness are very terrible.
In a remote district in this parish there are on the property of a
wealthy nobleman (munificent in charity) 200 destitute persons, many living in hovels not fit
for dogs.
These people have paid no rent for many years, yet they exist in squalid misery.
If the landlord ejects in such cases he is represented as most unfeeling; and yet he is blameable for the miserable condition of his tenants.
house was pointed out in a glen in which
there was fever.
I found 13 there, 5 lying on some dirty straw (men and women, covered with
their clothes), and 5 more in a place called a room, so dark that it was difficult to distinguish
anything.
Two appeared to be dying.
girl, recovering, was the only person able to
crawl about, and two little children, also recovering, sat by some embers of fuel.
There was
no food in the house not even a drop of milk ; nothing but water nor any one to attend the
sick.
No one would venture near the door. In another hut there were 8 also in fever; but
these had one old woman to attend them, and they were equally destitute.
These were all, of
course, Romanists.
Similar scenes are on every side. The misery is beyond description
In the town of Skibbereen, on a hill, where there are some wretched huts, the body of an
old man lay for several days beside his son in the bed, there being no one to remove it.
It
was nearly putrid when discovered by the dispensary doctor. There was no one in the house
able to move or crawl out to make known the circumstance
The distress is only, it. is to be feared, at its commencement ; and if aid be not speedily
afforded, it will come too late to multitudes.
The whole food of our people is now nearly
consumed and, at this moment, two-thirds of the people are without resources, at least
60,000 people in this Union are bordering on destitution. In one parish alone, at the very
lowest computation, 5000 people must die of starvation, if aid be not largely afforded.
The
rector informed me that 15,000 people are now without food, 1100 only being employed on
Public Works. Those who were considered wealthy farmers hitherto are now declared to
want.
There are none
It is the case with my parishioners, whose circumstances I know.
here who would be called farmers in England.
It is calculated, in the report of Mr. Griffiths
(I think) that there are 310,000 holdings in Ireland of not more than 5 acres; and 250,000
over 5, and not more than 15 acres.
In the former case, with some few exceptions. The

A

A

—

;

!

;

3
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holders and their families are this year reduced to beggary, amounting to 1,550,000; and, in
the second case, many to ruin, and all to very great distress, amounting to 1,250,000; giving
a total requiring not merely relief, but the means of subsistence for 8 months, of 2,800,000.
At least 2,000,000 of people in the course of one month will be in extreme destitution. This
presents a mass of wretchedness most appalling.
Two means of in some degree alleviating this misery, and rendering permanent benefit to
this country, I should wish to lay before you, but feel unwilling to trespass upon your time,
whcih is so valuable, by going into details. Relying on great kindness, which I have already
experienced, I beg you to excuse my presumption in addressing you.

Mr.

Newman

to Sir

G. Grey.

Dumroy

House, Cork,

January 4, 1 847.
last week visited the western district of the county of Cork for the purpose of
some money intrusted to me for the relief of our starving population, 1 beg leave
a statement of particulars. Believing you are anxious to know the real state of the
hope you will excuse the trouble of this communication

Having
distributing
to enclose
distress, I

:

Skibbereen Poorhouse, visited on Wednesday, 30th December,
Cork, and Rev. Messrs. R. B. Townsend and Caulfield.
In fever

Other individuals

.

.

.

.

.

Total

Deaths

in

1846, by the

.........
.......

Ditto convalescents
Infirmary cases, chiefly dysentery and swelled limbs

November and December

.

.

.

Dean

of

136

25
128

.671
960

:

1845
1846

only
,,

7
218!

Many of the above came from Skull, Crookhaven, Aghadown, Tullagh, Caharavh, and
other parishes in the Skibbereen Workhouse Union.
On Thursday, 31st instant, I visited the village of Ballydehob, in the parish of Skull. Mr.
Triphook, perpetual curate of Ballydehob, said he had visited 13 Protestant families in
dysentery, near his house ; in one house (where there was a large family), not one was able to
get out of bed to open the door.
Dr. Traill, rector of Skull, said the deaths had so much increased, they were obliged to
take an additional half acre of ground to add to Skull churchyard, and to keep two men at
work to make graves; also, that the greater number were buried without coffins, to save
expense.

Major Parker and Captain Reid (on the part of Government.) spent the greater part of last
Wednesday examining the houses of the destitute and sick near Skull village, and they
declared to Dr. Traill they had before heard of the great misery in that district, but now they
it with their own eyes, and believed it.
In several other parishes there was also very great distress.
In the parish of Kilcaskin,
near Berehaven, the people were living for some weeks on one meal a-day. on sea-weed
but
;
they have since got some aid by Public Works, and also by two soup-boilers, supplied from
the money intrusted to me.
In various places I saw numbers employed under the Board of
Works ; but there is a great number of sick and disabled persons, who derive no aid from the
Public Works.
saw

Commissary-General

Hewetson

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Limerick, January

8,

1847.

Captain Mann has been dispatched by me (from his local knowledge) to run
through Clare, to see the Committees, and to impress upon them the necessity of
greater exertions, more especially the establishment of soup-houses, in aid of which
the Government will so liberally come forward.
I send copy of his last private
despatch.
It is my present intention to propose the re-establishing of the small

depot we had

last year at Clare Castle.
I have lately issued from Kilrush, to
Committees in the worst localities, to the extent of 60 tons of meal, which I
wished to be used, and it was most thankfully received.
The depots on the
south-west coast, from Skibbereen to Dingle inclusive, are now open two days in
the week, for issues to Committees in remote mountainous and poor districts

and I am about to employ the “ Alban” and “ Comet ” steamers from hence, to
fill them up.
I have dispatched Mr. Inglis this morning to a locality on the
borders of this county and Tipperary
Kilteely.
The enclosed is copy of a letter
addressed to me by the engineer officer employed there under the Board of
Works. He called on me in person. I desired him to commit his report to

—
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writing and have written to Lord Guillambre, the
Lieutenant of the county, to
stir in the business, and get either a
proper Committee appointed or hand the
parish over to the nearest efficient one.
I intend, in some shape, on Mr.
In«lis’s
return, to afford aid
but I fear there are too many places similarly
;
situated

landlords either absent, or, though present, as well as
Committees, not sufficiently
active.
It is not right I should be so called upon
to urge what is their duty to
3
perform, but so it is.
I am glad to see I shall have my store-houses
soon filled.
vessel with corn
the
JMewport, from Genoa, which ought to have
gone to Sligo, according to
her charter-party, but refused, is now in the
Shannon. I shall give Committees
corn whole, but our present stock of meal must
be first used. Mill power, you are
aware, we have none (I am glad to say)
available here, all being in use by the

A

I vvish you could get me a good and seaworthy
dockyard lighter, capable of
carrying 50 tons, for service in the Shannon and
Ferghs. The command of
handy transport will now be all important. She might
load with meal or biscuit
from 1 ly mouth, not to come empty.
Soup-houses (I am leaving no stone unturned to effect
this object),

up

to

mv

m operation in the cities of Cork and Limerick, at Skibbereen
Kmsale, Castletown Berehaven, Killarney, Tralee,
Dingle, Ennis, and preparing
Clare Castle, Enmstymon, Corofin, and
Kilfenora; and I hope soon to
They are, in every point of view, a most excellent and
The Friends’ soup Committee in this city, a private
chanty oi the Quakers, intend cooking the whole com
(Indian) in the way I wish,
with a view to Bringing it into use among the people.
The Fergus river becomes so narrow at Clare Castle, I
cannot send
last report, are

at

announce many more.

beneficial resource to the poor.

onr

steamers there ; they cannot turn safely to get back.
Many of our steamers also
cannot get up to Limerick, hut remain in the pool
These, with others, are cases
calling lor the employment of the dockyard
lighter I ask for.
Arrivals are dropr
ping into Cove and the Shannon. Prices as before.

Enclosure.
Captain

Mann

to

Commissary- General Hewetson.

Ennistymon, January 5, 1847.
1D nte "d to sit down quietly, and send a report of proceedings
up to yesterday •
j
butL after f
leaving Ennis my work began indeed.
You have had notes, as I told you, of what
happened as it occurred, and to that moment nothing
very particular did turn up ; but my visit
since to the mountain districts has opened my
eyes, and it is there distress, misery, and fear
ot starvation is met at every turn.
I have not promised supplies, because it is utterly
out of
my power to do it until I see and talk with you. All I promise is to represent.
It is out of
my power to sufficiently describe the thankful manner in which the good men of
the Committees
have received the offer of the donation and the
proposal of issuing soup; and I cannot tell
you in a letter the value of the suggestion. Here, in this
miserable neglected place, I met.
in a narrow street, lour coffins
on cars leaving it.
Tile surgeon says deaths are on the
iRci ease.
I have met the Committee, who, up to this moment
have no subscriptions, and candidly told me nothing but Public Works had
been done for the wretched.
I have appealed to their humanity
and character, pointing out the frightful consequences of
neglect or the poor, and the eternal disgrace that
must rest on such conduct. They profess
to be aroused.
I tell them, “ You, who cannot give money, give
your broken meat, a few
01 w l,at y° u ca
alld induce your wives to come forward and help.”
„'!’
I met
.
J.UBrien, M.P., Chairman of Kilfenora, to-day and those who
heard me, say he cannot
;
lorget me.
It was done kindly and courteously, but it was
done in the spirit of my instructions.
More good, I hope, has been done than you expected or I hoped. The feelinoof
despair described by Captain Wynne was because
the poor have no confidence in their natural
protectors, and require some kind words and
explanation from those under Government,
I
cannot finish an official letter to-night.
work from daylight to dark is to hunt out Committees and see leading persons.
That, and coarse lodging pulls me. Soon as it is light to.

,

*

My

morrow

1 will start for

Miltown and Kilmurry, and

sia

I

hope to be home at

night.

There you

lave a report
if long, do not find fault.
;
I will just settle matters and come to you, and
personally tell you the state of matters
about the rural districts, where our help must be sent
Corofin, Kilfenora, and here soup-kitchens
will be established instanter.

Independent of
popular with others and the benevolent and liberal
surprise, and caused, as they say, an excitement
t
mi inducement, to act.
This property is let in small holdings, and in Chancery mostly.
nave found a Committee in the remote district of Kilfenora,
a credit to their country,
woi ting and doing good
with their subscription, 160/.
Keeping so strictly the rule of cost
ie

0

immense

Iarn dlc

1

.
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—

add themselves, in very distressed cases, the difference while weighing out what
from their own pockets ; and they are only decent persons.
they imported from Galway
offer to them appeared a godsend, and the M.P. for Limerick was present when the
I would go to Burrin,
secretary thankfully acknowledged it, with absolutely tears in his eyes,
but I must get home, where, I hope, a letter will reach me ; after Miltown, I get into the
Kilrush Union, where the union-houses are not full.

price as to

—

The

As to Clare Castle, the words of the Committees are, “ Put some meal there^ if you will
not issue it, but let us know .that there is something to prevent our starving.” The deficient
Deal with Ennis or Kilsupply of the merchants has created a feeling of absolute horror.
rush, and give only a dole to the rural remote districts, is what they say, with the exception of
that impudent priest of Kilmeady, who will be under examination, on a charge preferred by
Captain Wynne, in a few days.
I fancied^ by your last note, that you feared

I shall

commit myself

in

promise of supplies

do not fear.

Lieutenant Inglis to Commissary- General

Hewetson.
Limerick, January

7,

1847.

May
On

I request your particular and early attention to the following matter.
visit to a district of the county which is comprised in the Kilteely Relief district,
around the village of Kilteely, and extending into the baronies of Small County,

a late

situate

Coonagh, and Clan william, I have found a population reduced to such utter and extreme
destitution, with the prospect of daily increasing poverty, that I greatly fear, if their condition
sale starvation must ensue.
particular disadvantages under which this district labours are the following

be not very shortly amended, whole

The

1st.

2nd.

Its proprietors
Its

population

:

are all non-residents.
is dense, and most poor.

—

that, with the exception of the employment given
consequences, therefore, are these
on the Public Works, no sort of relief can be extended to the people, and the Public Works
cannot wholly provide for their wants.
There being no proprietors resident, the Relief Committee, notwithstanding the exertions
Rev. Mr. Madden, P.P., is chairman.
and good intentions of its members, is insufficient.
Rev. Mr. Davern, R.C.C., is secretary, and a few farmers of the neighbourhood are the

The

members.
During

last summer a sum of about 100/. was collected, principally by an assessment of
Is. per acre, to this was added 80/. by Government donation.
sum of 71. 8s. alone remains of this on hand, which, with 15/., Indian Relief subscription,
now forms the whole capital of the Committee; and, from all I can hear, there is little prospect of any further subscription.
They are, therefore, prevented undertaking any retail of provision. The village of Kilteely
being wretchedly small and impoverished, there is no provision in it whatever, and the only
store of any kind is in a small village called Herbertstown, more than five miles from some

A

On this store there is a heavy
and increasing drain from other quarters, and the cheapest food they can purchase is whole
meal, for w’hich they pay 2s. 6 d. per stone, as the lowest rate ; there is no Indian meal.
Hence, even were the Public Works sufficient to support every family, their difficulties are
But when it is remembered that, with the present
great, and their position most precarious.
rate of provisions, very few families indeed draw wages enough for its support, and many,
much distressed, draw none; their position clearly becomes one of imminent and extreme
danger; and such is this position of very many families at the present moment in the Kilteely
Relief district. The scene on my visit was distressing.
I have not, during the last 11 months
in Ireland, witnessed such distress as in Kilteely on Tuesday last ; and 1 have been a good
deal through the western counties.
On my last visit (about a month since) there was an
appearance of health and strength among the people. On Tuesday, death was too clearly de-

parts of the district, and three miles from the nearest portion.

picted on the majority of the countenances around
forcibly described their sufferings.

my

car in the street, and their cries too

I would beg to add the following description of a scene I myself witnessed in this locality.
it an individual case, so much weight might not be attached to it ; but when I am told
that it is one only of 20 in that very neighbourhood, and when I know that throughout the
country such cases are continually to be found, surely it is worthy of notice, and cannot too
seriously be viewed.
labourer named Edmond Mahony, of this district, shortly after leaving Limerick County
Hospital, where he had been some time confined, got employment on a Public Work next his
own door. Either through over exertion when in a weak state, or through inherent disease, he
was shortly compelled to leave the work, and he has since been confined to his cabin by
decline or consumption.
His family consists of his mother, his wife, and five children : the

Were

A

whom is but six years, principally little girls, sickly and weak. Since his leaving
the work, these eight persons have had nothing to depend upon. At the last payment the
labourers of the work made a subscription amounting to 5s. It/, for them, and this supported
them only up to Sunday night. On hearing the circumstances of this case, I proceeded to
the cabin, and found them in a state just bordering on starvation.
They had not tasted food
either on that or the preceding day.
The wretchedness of the cabin was fearful, and I verily
eldest of
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Such must be the state of things in a district where the
proprietors of the soil are never
when provisions are beyond the reach of the people. P
The state of some of toe
distant deserted districts is little known;
and I sadly fear, that unless some favourable
change at once take, place, the destitution of Edmond
Mahoney must become the destitution
of hundred, upon hundreds, and that all-like
his family-will not so easily
seen, and

be saved

Sir

R. Rodth

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Castle, Dublin, January 9, 1847.
I
I
d ‘° send.y° u to-day the report of Captain Mann,
who is making
visit to
,„ ati\he
a v.s.t
all the Committees m County
Clare, for the establishment of soup kitchens!
and lot raising subscriptions, and I anticipate
the best effects, as he knows every,
body personally, is much esteemed, and the
object of his mission is veiy popular
cI se t0 y° u a note addressed to
my son Randolph by Mr. Millikin, and you
?
11
J
will s6e he is equally successful in
Galway.

X

“

.

1 Shal1

white

1''!Ce! ''

e

“ “

S "'ei'

f,'°

m Mr

'

Mtisfactory.

Me Dohree

writes

me

»“h Skr.
P

B!sh °P’ and which

1

word, that throughout his district the soup
system is
the Pe°ple Sre rea1 '!' eXerti
”S themselres “> raisa a “l>-

‘

Mr

-

Adaras w!n exerci£e bis “ saalabi,it
y

“

kt e r fmm th e C ommi‘tee at the South Sea House,
London, asking for
.
n,W;rTTJ
,
advice
and assistance,
and IT have given it to them as far as lay in my
power
I hope to have my estimate and report
ready by next week.
1 have now nine hundred and thirty
Committees in correspondence with me.
11 1 tt r ° f the 2nd
yo " ask lne for a list of subscriptions by
Committees
t I
fnntV’l”
;
(not
subscribed
on our regulations),
but I find that I have no sure data to go on
tor as theyjlo not apply to me, I receive
no details of the amounts.
-

,

;

The

subscriptions to 12th August, last season

Donations

£105,000
70,810

This season
Subscriptions

.

£25,166

Donations this morning, 9th January

15,687

° f the

was reeeived

The purchase

of boilers would be most useful for the
Committees to make more
than the hand-nnlls at the present moment,
as the soup, being the cheaper food
d
h Ve
‘
S°° d °PP ortu “‘y °f trying the French handmin bef le P
n
ti"T
7 ; !but ?°
al pe0ple
lts bulk ls
“S ainst il. from the difficulty of conveyance°
I have a letter from Messrs. Cubitt
and Co., advising their having sent one
of
iron
so

S

new
quern mills, on which I shall report
I send you enclosed a letter from
Lord Ross. It is a very sensible letter from a
ery sensible man, and I am quite sure
gives a true picture of the country
I

the

lecommend you to read

with attention.
h 1 have id - respecting a call of the
proprietors. I did not
allude to the county, f
allSe
(f
but to the
district in which

tr

r

1"

poor

it

taken

anrhelpksT

;

the Committee

8 SUbSCnpt,0nS and estaWisM ng *>up

r

houses,

acted,

for

and feeding the

1 h
3
dUty t0 Can V tbe peo Ie tIlrou h the "’into, say
to
P
S
tlieTbtb’A Pnl5
S °-’ a,e " e ‘° deal ° tbenvise
witb the
of
th»„ we now do? This is an important
P'nes than
consideration.
1 he people cannot purchase at
our prices to the extent they require, and it is with
en ?^raging soup kitchens. If we reduce our
prices,
and drive
f
t,ade w, 1 t be better?
I wish you could suggest any plan to meet a
! J
-„j 7 *?
d
ndj mthout upsetting every principle on which
we are acting,
wm.l,nlead to worse
& which
would
results.
'-

T

Tf

•

’

* 1j!?lose t^e
addition,
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corn, 17/. to 17/. 10s.

wheaten meal,

;

oatmeal, 22/. ; wheat, 42s. to 46s. per barrel
to 26/.
cargo of flour from Montreal
trade inclined to purchase, in anticipation of further

meal, 19/.

19/. to 20/.

;

;

A

flour, 17/.

The

sold at 42s. per barrel.

advance.

Enclosure.
Mr. Milliken

to

Mr. R. Routh.

Ey recourt,

January

7,

1847.

left on Monday morning, visited Athenry and Loughrea Committees. Came on to
and am now visiting all in this district. The soup-houses take admirably everyHeadwhere. At Ballinasloe they have subscribed 200/. at Athenry, 70/. ; Oramore, 150/.
and they are going about
ford, by Captain St. George, 430/. ; here, in half an hour, 50/.
From my going over to Galway on Friday to open tenders for stores, I did not
increasing.
get my letter that had been forwarded to Tuam until I returned there on Saturday, and only
I am just going to start to Lawrencetown to meet the
got yours and two officials last evening.
Committee; to-morrow, Woodford; Saturday, Portumna; and Sunday, Mountshannon ; and
return to Galway on Monday, to make up the report for Mr. Trevelyan.
I

Ballinasloe,

;

;

;

Lord Rosse

to

Mr. Stanley.
Castle,

Parsonstown, January

7,

1847.

the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th, ami beg to say
day before, I merely stated the most prominent facts. 1 did not enter
into particulars because 1 thought that it was little more than a matter of form to write at all,
conceiving that the Commissary- General must have had a mass of information of a similar
character from a large portion of Ireland through the police authorities, the stipendiary magistrates, and the Inspecting Officers of the Board of Works.
In point of fact there are other
districts where the supply of food, I am persuaded, is still more deficient., and there are some
where the supply is completely exhausted. For instance, for the last three weeks, I believe,
There little or no rent has been paid,
there has been little or no corn in the parish of Susmagh.
At prethe land is very much subdivided, and the people have consumed the whole produce.
sent they are fed principally on foreign com, sold by a miller at Banagher, who imports it and
I

have

my

that in

letter of the

it, and then disposes of it by retail.
About 100/. worth is thus sold daily. It is very
how they procure so much money; but there can be no doubt that, notwithstanding
the apparent poverty of the district, much has been hoarded up. How long it will last I cannot
1 forgot to mention that there are, of course, a considerable number of men on the
Public Works, but their wages will go a very little way in accounting for the ability to purAs to this district, and I think I may add, this county, there are a sufficient number of
chase.
men of capital to import the food which will be required ; the real difficulty is to obtain coarse
food at a price which the people can command, and at the present moment there is nothing of
great many farmers have already parted with much more corn than
the kind to be had.
they otherwise would have done, in expectation of having Indian meal at one penny a pound,
and are now consuming ihe seed corn. The Relief Committee of this district, which consists
of very intelligent men, have been constantly on the look out, but they find they cannot import
anything on cheaper terms than the regular traders sell it. They have, however, worked a
soup-kitchen for the last six or seven weeks so efficiently that the poorhouse now contains
but 490 persons, most of whom would at any time be proper objects of charity. It would be
very desirable if each Relief Committee throughout the county would at once establish a soup-

grinds

singular
tell.

A

kitchen,

The

and

I will

do what I can to induce them to do so.
many places throughout the county, where there are not large
but where there is a large trader, he, either for
act, sells by retail, and all is accomplished which the Relief

Relief Committees in

traders, are procuring supplies of provisions,

own advantage or as a popular
Committee could effect.

his

As

among the small farmers, those who are best acquainted with their habits
usually explain it in this wav : they say that our people are not fond of work, and that they
now think that something will turn up which will enable them to live with little labour; that
they must, under any circumstances, be fed. This, of course, applies to those who are not
upon the Public Works. Even among my own tenants, a certain portion of them of course,
there is an unaccountable apathy, though they are often visited by the agent, and a very
skilful and popular Scotch agriculturist; and the preparations for cropping are decidedly
more backward than usual. In their case, however, I have no doubt but that eventually the
land will be cropped. The landed proprietors are perfectly alive on this subject, but the
smaller proprietors, who have received very little rent, and have no other resources, have not
the means of purchasing seed to any considerable extent, or of making any other decided effort.
There are, on a given surface here, including the large estates, ten or twelve times as many
proprietors as in England, and they all have their little establishments to keep up, and now are
really pinched.
landed proprietor here has very little control over his tenants, and whatever he may effect will be rather by encouragement than compulsion.
In England a landed
proprietor would at once interfere, and decidedly where the land was neglected ; here he
to the apathy

A

cannot.
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The quarter sessions are going on here, and I have had an opportunity of
conversing with
several ol the magistrates as to the expediency of a county
meeting they' think it would produce excitement and do no good.
However, any directions I may receive from Government
I
will carry out as well as I can.
1 think something in the shape
of a letter from the Lord
Lieutenant, addressed to the people of Ireland, pointing out the
consequences of neglecting
agriculture, might be of use.
There is one difficulty with respect to the very small
formers
very
they
not have
;

•

many

in

cases

will
the means of cultivating the land, being obliged to
work
In England or Scotland, under such circumstances, they
would give the land
and it would be transferred to a large farmer, who would have
the means of tilling it
here the prevailing opinion is that they will hold the land and suffer
it to lie waste.
As to°the
formers experience in procuring labourers, the only
for sustenance.

up,

•

difficulty the large

remedy I
know of is, for the officers of the Board of Works to take especial care to employ
no more men
than is absolutely necessary to prevent destitution, and to make the
task of work in proportion
to the payment, equal to that which a farmer would
require who paid his labourers well
for
instance, who paid one shilling a day and food.
The farmers, the gentlemen, and the Relief
Committees themselves are often under pressure, and therefore great
responsibility is thrown
upon the engineers and their subordinates. As to meeting the difficulty
by excluding labourers
from the Public Works where the formers were willing to employ
them, that, I am sure, would
practical

•

not. answer practically at all
no farmer, under such circumstances, could with safety take
*he
I have spoken to fai mers repeatedly on this
subject. I forgot to mention, in speaking
Purchase corn, that the deposits in the savings’ bank here
y 0f the P eo P lc
°
are
about,QAnn,
3000/. larger than usual and that the deposits in the two
branch banks are also considerably larger.
The flour which has been manufactured in this immediate
neighbourhood
and transmitted to the canal, under escort, has averaged somewhere about
100 loads per weekbut if the information was of any value, you could at once
obtain an exact return from the
;

fobourers

,

military authorities.

1 have only further to add, that I think, if
this county is a fair average of Ireland you will
very soon have six millions of people wholly dependent on foreign

supplies.

In the
cultunst,

which

“King’s County Chronicle” of yesterday you will see the' suggestions
of our a»riis an eminently practical man, and you may
possibly glean something from th°em
°
be useful.

who

will

Mr.

Haly

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Sritish Association for the Belief of the

Extreme Distress

of Ireland and Scotland.
Committee

in the remote parishes

Room

,

January

South Sea Souse,
1847.

9,

I AM directed by the Committee to enclose
you the accompanying blank
form of application for relief from the British Association,
a number of which have
been forwarded to Commissary-General Sir
Randolph Routh, and to request that
jou will move the Lords of the Treasury to direct
that officer to distribute them
amongst the Inspecting Commissariat Officers in Ireland,
so as to be available to
parties wishing to apply for relief to the Association.

Enclosure.

Gentlemen,

On the other side I transmit to you the particulars on whiohl found an
application to
you for assistance. In the event of your granting the
same, and deeming it expedient to issue
any spec, al mstructions as to it, disposal, I beg to assure
yon that I and°those who are acUng
°
with me, will carefully carry them into execution.
To

1

the Committee

of the British Jssociationfor the Relief
of Extreme Distress in Ireland and Scotland.

Name

of Relief District

In th e County of

Barony
Poor

Law

Union

Exlcnt of District in

Population of Relief

Statute Acres.

Poor Law Valuation of

District.

Relief District.

3
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1.

What,

is

2.

What

is

the nature of the assistance requested?
the present market price per stone of 14 lbs. of Indian meal

?

Ditto
of Wheaten meal ?
Ditto
of Oat meal ?
3. What is the price of Indian corn per ton?
4. What number of labourers are employed on Public Works in the district?
5. For how many inmates was the workhouse built? and now many does it now contain?
6. Does fever, dysentery, or other disease prevail to a greater extent than is usual at this time
of year ?
7. What is the gross amount of Presentments, approved by the Board of Works, since the 1st

August, 1846?

What

8.

is

the rate of

wages ?

Committee.
Local Subscription List since 1st August, 1846, distinguishing 1, Any Balance remaining
from the Subscription of 1845-6; 2, Private Subscription; 3, Public Grants.
your estimate of the prevailing destitution, and any further circumstances which
appear to you calculated to bring the case fully before the Committee.

9. List of Relief

10.

—

11. State

N.B.

—

It is requested that this paper,

Officer,

when

and by him forwarded

filled

to the

up, should be delivered to the Commissariat Inspecting
Committee, South Sea House, London.

Treasury Minute on the

above.

Write to the Secretary of the British Association in reply that my Lords have
given instructions to Sir R. Routh to cause the forms of application for relief to
be distributed by the Inspecting Commissariat Officers in Ireland, as requested by
this letter.

Sir.

R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin January

10, 1S47.

,

I have the honour to submit to you for the consideration of the Right
Honourable My Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of a
letter from Commissary-General Hewetson, forwarding to me a report of great
destitution at Kilteely, a village between Pallas Green and Herbert Town,
County Limerick, and that he had directed Assistant Commissary-General Inglis
to proceed thither, and report upon the facts of the case.
Mr. Inglis confirms it in part, and recommends an advance from some charitable

fund of 1 dl. for the immediate relief of that locality.
I shall bring the case under the notice of the Lord Lieutenant, if he has it in
power to assist me but as there are cases which are frequently coming before
I have thought it right to consult you, and obtain the advantage of their
Lordships’ opinion as to the course which they would recommend me to pursue.
his

;

me,

Enclosure.
Commissary-General

Hewetson

to Sir

R.

Routh,

It having been reported to me (see letter herewith) that great destitution prevailed in
Kilteely, a hamlet situated between Pallas Green and Herbert Town, county of Limerick, I
despatched Assistant Commissary-General Inglis to inquire into the facts of the case. The
subjoined is his report, and I would request you to obtain from any available fund which can
be so appropriated, the sum asked, viz. 15?., as a charitable donation for the immediate relief
of the destitute of that locality.
This sum to be applied by the Committee to the purchase of
Indian meal, which they will distribute gratuitously to the infirm, widows, orphans, and others
of the most distressed cases.

Assistant Commissary-General Inglis to Commissary-General

Hewetson.

Limerick, January 9, 1847.

Having, in compliance with your orders, proceeded to Kilteely, for the purpose of
ascertaining the extent of destitution in that quarter, I have the honour to report for your information that it does not exist to the full extent represented to you among the labouring class;
but at the same time, widows and orphans, also a few individuals, who from infirmity and old
age cannot be employed by the Board of Works, are suffering to a certain extent and I would
most earnestly recommend that a donation, from any charitable fund which may be available,
say about 15?., be given to their Committee for fhe purpose of purchasing Indian meal for
immediate gratuitous relief. I further beg to add that I had an interview with the Chairman
;
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and two members of

the Relief Committee, who informed me that they
had only from the old
about 22/. of fun ds in hand, and had not obtained any
subscription for the present year
but they promised sett ng to work without further delay to see what
could be done.
I would
here remark the hards hip that the people in this locality are suffering
is owing to the absence
of laige landholders (being non-resident); and
many of them, it was stated to me, not having
contributed in any shape to the Relief Fund, leaving thewhole charge
to parties who are resident, but cannot afford sufficient means.
I endeavoured to impress upon the Committee
the
great advantage of collecting subscriptions for a relief fund,
of opening a store for the sale of
Indian meal in their village, being so much better calculated for
the use of the poor than whole
meal, which they do not understand manufacturing into bread, anil
which is now purchased bv
them from a baker at a loss of at least 25 per cent. Soup-shops
cannot be with any advantage established m Kilteely, there being no market for
meal or other necessary ingredients re°
quired formaking wholesome diet of that kind.
series

•

Treasury Minute on the

above.

^^h

and desire that he will report who the land-owners in
the Relief District of Kilteely are, and what is the
probable extent of their annual
income derived from lands situated within the district.
Also desire that he will instruct the Inspecting Officer
to write to the pro-

prietors, representing to

them the distressed state of the district, and suggesting
them to subscribe to the funds of the Relief Committee.
Also desire that he will adopt the same course in all similar cases.
State that the British Association have given 10/. in aid
of the funds of the
Kilteely Relief Committee, to which he is authorized
to add another 10/. from the
to

funds at his disposal.

Also state that, in order to relieve the pressure of immediate
want in cases
extreme distress, until local subscriptions can be raised, or other
proper measures
taken, the British Association have been pleased to
authorize him to contribute
a sum not exceeding 25/. on their part when other funds
are not available for the
purpose, and their Lordships, in every such case,
authorize an equal sum to
of

be
given from the Government funds in addition thereto.
Desire that Sir R. Routh will make a special report
to this Board for the
information of the Committee in every instance in which he
may consider it neces-

sary to exercise this power.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin, January 10, 1847.
I have the honour to lay before you, for the
information of the Right
Honourable ray Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury
copy of a letter
from Commissary-General Hewetson, submitting a report
from Captain Mann of
the state of county Clare, which I shall take care
and follow up.
I have requested Mr. Hewetson to re-establish the depot
at Clare Castle.
I have also desired him to bear in mind that he has full
authority to open his depots
and supply the demands made upon him, using his own
judgment and discretion,
lest a reference to me might occasion any
delay of serious consequence, but to
keep me well informed, that their Lordships and the
authorities here might have
due cognizance of our proceedings.
I beg your attention to the last paragraph of Mr. Hewetson’s
letter, requesting
that a dock-yard lighter, capable of containing 50
tons, might be attached to his
depot, and which certainly would be of great advantage,
if such a vessel could
without inconvenience be assigned by the Admiralty to this
service.

Enclosure.
Commissary-General

Hewetson

to Sir

R. Routh.
Commissariat, Limerick,

With
subject,

of the

January 9, 1847.
reference to that part of your letter. No. 333, of the 30th ultimo,
upon the
destitution reported to prevail at Clare Abbey, county Clare, I dispatched

aptam Mann, who from his local knowledge
of that county, is so well
° examine and report to
me generally upon its state, and the steps

aking

for the relief

of their respective

fitted for such duty,
the Committee were

districts.
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I under subjoin copy of his report, from which you will perceive his mission has been
attended with, I trust, bebeficial effects.
It refers, you will find, to the state of the barony of
Corcomroe, to which your note of the 7th, upon copy of a letter from the office of the Board
of Works, calls

my

attention.

I would submit, that Clare Castle should again be made a small sub-depot, the same
building be hired, and head constable Crean re-appointed to the charge. You will observe
it will be necessary to issue from the Kilrush and Clare Castle depots to Committees in poor
and remote localities, and I shall instruct Captain Mann accordingly.
It is most desirable as I have observed in former letters, that a dock -yard lighter, capable
The steamers
of containing 50 tons of supplies, should be at my disposal in the Shannon.
cannot go up to the head of the Fergus river, nor can any, but those of small burthen get up
the quays of this city.
Such a lighter would consequently be of the greatest advantage
to the relief service, and I beg your early intervention to procure me a vessel of the above
description.

Captain

Mann

to

Commissary-General Hkwetson.
Kilrush , January

me

7,

1S47.

I have the honour to inform you that your letter of the 31st ultimo. No. 10, reached
here on the evening of the 1st instant, and the next morning I proceeded to Ennis, where

I arrived at noon.

Having requested an immediate meeting of the Relief Committee, on
Kilmealy an Inch Committee was there also.

attending, I found that

On

enquiry into the state of the destitution prevalent in the locality, what the Committee
had done to alleviate the state of suffering described, and other
me to that effect, a great deal of representation was made, which at last was
to this point, that distress to a fearful amount existed in this and the surrounding disand sufferings have been, it. was not contended positively
that death had occurred from starvation, but that there had been an increase in the admission
to the fever hospital, which the medical attendant attributed in great measure to have arisen
from disease engendered by cold and exposure on the Public Works at this inclement season
of the year, the poor being ill clad and not sufficiently fed to sustain them.
It was also represented to me that Colonel Wyndham had imported, and was still ufing
great exertions to obtain further supplies of bread stuffs to a very large amount, which was being sold
to his tenants and the poor of Ennis at cost price, and that the issue of tickets for that purpose
amounted to 1500; that, independent of that supply, the whole country around had entirely to
depend upon what was purchased from the Limerick merchants, or ground at a mill there,
belonging to Messrs. Bannatyne (the only one there). These supplies having failed on the
27th ultimo, in the manner described by Captain Wynne, it was clear to me a most distressing
panic had been created, hardly to be described, and which I subsequently found had spread into
all the neighbouring district.
most pressing appeal was made to me, requesting the recommendation that a depot of Government provisions might be established near there, to quiet the
minds of the people and relieve the distressing apprehensions then existing of starvation for
want of a supply to fall back on. I fully and strongly explained, in terms that could not be
misunderstood the views of the Government, your instructions, and their duty, and also the utter
impossibility of affording a supply equal to their demands.
And the Committee then urged
that a reserve supply might be placed at Clare Abbey, even if it were not issued, so that the
people might not be left in dread of another failure and worse consequences.
I then requested information as to the state of the union house, and, if full, whether any steps
had been taken to provide relief in the way of soup, particularly for the parties described in
or any benevolent persons

questions put by

brought

tricts; that severe as these privations

A

your Instructions.
It was represented to me that the union house was full, even over the number estimated for
that soup-boilers had been erected, at an expense of 20/., in a convenient part of the town
and that it was intended to provide soup for the destitute ; but it was also clear there was a
want of funds to proceed with. I then stated that I was directed to promote that particular
object, and to offer on the part of the Government a donation of pound per pound towards all
sums subscribed by them for the relief of the destitute. This was thankfully acknowledged,
and met by a promise that a subscription should be immediately entered upon, and the issue of
soup commence the next day; and, as promised, 100 quarts of excellent soup was issued next
day to the poor, composed of beef, vegetables, and oatmeal, with a small piece of meat in each
quart, which issue was considerably increased next day, and will continue, to the amount of
700 quarts, as necessity may require and funds are raised.
it;

I then visited the county inspector of police, who described the distress prevailing to be as I
before have stated, and the alarm existing on account of the fear of a failure in the supply.
readily acceded to
request that a policeman should be appointed for the purpose mentioned in your Instructions.
The next day (3rd instant) I visited the fever hospital, and found the state to be thus :

He

my

Admitted on the 1st instant, 19 patients; on the 2nd instant, 10 died, 2; discharged, 10;
;
remaining, 166.
At the meeting before alluded to, I found on enquiry that Kilmealy and Inch districts are
in a very distressed state, having no resident gentry, and being a poor mountain one.
It is in
'he union of Ennis, and has a population of about 6000, the parish priest and one respectable
farmer representing it.
From its situation the establishment of a soup-kitchen appears imprac-
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fever hospital, as above alluded to, the inspection
of the soup and Its issue
tnstant, I proceeded to Clare Abbey,
having found the Secretary of that

R
J
Rebel
Committee and the Chairman, J. O'Brien, Esq., M.P. for
Limerick.
e
suffering most severely, in a great measure
P
aggravated by
?!u’ p
*** "*• *™ e since •* »j** punishment for the oft rage com*“
Vrt
u
that "l

mrtted on' an”o°ffi
.
non are located
l
(
500

-

department.
The population is said to be about 3000 about
[
a miserable poor looking village.
It was reported to me by the Secretary
t0 “
being resumec| . the poor were driven to the fields tilled
with turn™’
and that he saw over V!S
100 feeding on them raw; that in this dreadful state
of thine, ^fa'
induced to purchase and issue, on loan, to these
destitute creatures a quantity of meal (with
the
concurrence of a second member of the
Committee), to the value of over H)0l, they promising
o pay for the same by instalments, when the
labour should be resumed.
And this bei™ frol
the subscription raised as a relief fund, it
was mentioned to me with a view of ascertaining
e
" dl,ur' would be allowed on auditing
the accounts, provided they decline!
(he pressing
n° of the repayment from
the
these poor creatures.
My view of the subject, as the
reqi
t, as 11 w as ,ntend ed as
a punishment, that the sums should be collected, in
. JL’
!?
-f
1
g l be carried out, directing a reference to be made to higher authority, in
(
y
whose !
power the
remission should only lay.

m

lh

•

.T’

W
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J
fln „„

,

1

.

T

tllG

1

,

Commanding

Officer of the 73rd regiment, in depot, had authority
to allow the
barraak kitchen with boilers, for the purpose
required, and he assured me every assistfoperty belongs chiefly to the Lord Lieutenant of the county,

SiVLucius

O’Brien T

°
S
5 "1 ' 6
ith the
ot re 1" es!i "g >'» distance in prosecuting
the obicit ifriew
7 directions
,
1 ° r 'T”
nlt was' that
were given to the Secretary to open that
5.
a next day
soiq -kitchen
on the
on his responsibility, and to raise subscriptions for that purpose
’
on winch I made the Government offer
of an equal donation.

T

K

r

•

E 80
r 0,,a ly Wa ed on the
lading gentry at Ennis, and did
f
3
rJrvZ'!?
i’
carry
out your Instructions
there.

P

all in

mv-

power to
r

On Monday,

the 4th instant I proceeded with Captain
Wynne to Corofin, who I had made
I iy ,ni
,on
Tllls
P lace is eight Irish miles from Ennis ; the population in the
.p
ahmft
J
about QOf)
J00, but.
situated in a mountain district, representing
-

to2n
town
grea

21,000

in

Committee, and

misery oi poxeity I have not seen anywhere. Fortunately,
an enterprising person has
mi ’ a " d C° n,:nueS 10 extend jt - otherwise I cannot sav
what would be the consequence,
the proposal1 to erect a soup-kitchen was
most favourably received ; and as the Committee
f actlve and k ' nd resident gentry,
who appear willing to do all in their power, the
? .
promise of its being erected (a soup-kitchen)
and an active issue, I have every hope will be ful11 appears that a subscription has been
" l,
forwarded from England to J. Fitzgerald, Esq.
,
coleced
by his relations, and, under the circumstances of
this locality, I beg to°recommend
mat it may be considered as one raised there, and a donation
of equal
granted on it.
On Tuesday, the 5th, I visited Kilfenora, in the Union of Ennis, amount
distant °16 Irish miles
liom it, with a popiilation of about
6,000 in the district, but about 200 in the hamlet
and I again met J O'Brien, Esq., one of the principal
proprietors of the soil.
I
found the
Conuu.Uec most benevolent, active, and hard-working.
subscription had been raised,
ci

T-rl
lieie

A

amounting to 160/., by which means a supply had
been kept up for the poor, sometimes from
ualnay, by water.
I promised them, on the part of the
Government, a donation of an equal
and 1 am sure, hard-worked as they are, and with

sum

,

no resident gentry in this remote
advantage, if possible.
6 " P rot,ee d e d
*
met the Committee
I'l'

e .is on
.
,

being

My

m

to

district), that the

onlv the clergy to assist (there beinosoup-kitchens will he erected there to

Ennistymon, about four Irish miles further, and here requested and
a district of about 10,000, the town being about 1,000.
m
it, and a third

It represents

at hill work
the town; one small one, about two miles from
f
order, about three miles distant,
of large power.

inquiries

were met by a statement that very great distress
prevails there.
There is
a union-house overflowing. The medical men represented
that death was on the increase, if
not trom actual starvation, from disease
brought on by insufficient sustenance.
I cannot sav
whether the occurrence was accidental, but in the
street, on my arrival, I met four coffins: two
passed me next morning, and at a house,
about a mile from it there was another.
It was said a subscription was
to he raised.
It appeared the gift of a soup-kitchen had been
otteied, hut, excepting providing
employment by Public Works, nothing has as yet been done
or the destitute at that place that
came to my knowledge. I appealed most strongly to their
humanity and character, pointing out the frightful
consequences of a neglect of their duty, and
the eternal disgrace that must rest on where
it did.
Meat is cheap here, such as they can
want, -Ad. per lb.
1 hose who cannot give money can send, as in other places promised, donations ot vegetables.
It is promised that a soup-kitchen shall he immediately got
up and actively
used, but 1 feel it my duty to state
I am uneasy about that locality.
There is a sub-inspector
o po ice resident there, and
I would suggest he be requested to report from time to time
what
is c oing i or the
destitute by the Committee there, or whether any circumstances arise
to require
*
active interference on the part of
the Government.
Yesterday I visited Milltown Malbay Relief
Committee, where I have not the least hope
ia anything will he
carried out in the shape of distribution of soup.
I cannot find that there
are any subscriptions raised
indeed the feeling appeared to he that nothing more than employment on the roads could he required from
the Committee, and that the Government were bound
o eed the people.
Demands were made for supplies of food from the Government depots.
;
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it appears to me the person appointed by the Committee to retail
under the regulation 46 of the Instructions, has to provide funds.
Having now reported in detail all my proceedings under your Instructions, I beg to offer my

but, as a matter of opinion,
it

opinion.
It appears to

me of great

importance to consider well the re-establishment of the Clare Castle

depot, for the purpose of affording a limited supply to the remote districts around Ennis,

any particular case should arise, that would render
to assist there.
A small supply to the former, when it could be conveniently
would afford relief, and the proceeding would allay the present, painful feeling, and in this
I am borne out. by Captain Wynne, who reports the people are now a litttle better situated,
and the supply also more regular in some degree; but still the feeling he describes will continue until, by this measure, some assurance is given that the failure will not occur again
without something to fall back on.
It is utterly out of my power to describe the benefit I think the soup distribution will be to
the poor, provided it is carried out in the spirit it is proposed besides it will oiler a field round
treating that place like Kilrush, unless

it

necessary

given,

here for the exertions of the other sex, who hitherto have not had the opportunity to act.
Further I have found, with few exceptions, that the benevolent intention of the Government.,
and the liberal offer in aid of subscriptions raised for charitable purposes, has been most fully
appreciated, and most thankfully acknowledged.

As to the details of extended supply alluded to in your instructions,
should personally consult you on that subject.

Treasury Minute on
Write

to Sir

my

R. Routh, that

it is

necessary that I

the above.

January 12, 1847.
Lords highly approve of the measures which

have been adopted by Captain Mann, under Mr. Mewetson’s directions, with a
view to stimulate the Relief Committees to increased exertions in the county of
Clare, and to the establishment of soup-kitchens under their superintendence.
State that my Lords have requested the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
to order a dock-yard
Limerick depot.

lighter, capable of containing

Sir R.

Routh

to

50

tons, to be

attached to the

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin, January 10, 1847.

I send you, by this day’s post, Captain Mann’s report, which I shall
follow up.
The depot at Clare Castle will be re-established immediately. All is
ready for it, as it was only a temporary suspension not to alarm the trade.
Mr.
Hewetson asks for a dock-yard lighter, capable of containing 50 tons, to go up
and down between the depots, and enter the small rivers, which a steamer cannot

reach.
I also beg

your attention to the Kilteely

case, as it is

one that will frequently

and I touched on it yesterday in my letter. The question is, how or
through what channel I could administer to those pressing demands. The sums
are small, but the exigency great, and the relief should be immediate.
I should
be much obliged to you to give this subject your early consideration, which the
occur,

importance of

it

requires.

I also lay before you an application for the interposition of Government in
reference to seed oats for the county Sligo, and county Mayo is in the same state.

From

different times you know my opinion of the difficulty of
acceding to this request, but the alternative is so alarming that the question
requires to be fairly considered.
With so much to do in feeding the people, and
so many points to attend to, it would be difficult to procure and transport to the
which it would be required, the necessary quantity of grain seed,
which occupies a large space and if you supplied it in one county there would
be no way of refusing it to another.
It seems to me that the question might be met in this way, by supplying turnip,
carrot, beet, and parsnip seed, particularly the latter; and seeds of this description
not being an article of food, might be more easily obtained, or at least without
affecting the food market, and it would induce here a new species of cultivation
that could not fail of being advantageous.
Pray remember, if you act upon it there is no time to be lost. Parsnips and beet
offer the advantage that they cannot be eaten raw, particularly the former, which
is little if at all known in many of the country places in Ireland.
all 1

have said at

several ports at

;
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am

glad to be informed of the views entertained
of emigration.
No doubt
be made a valuable resource.
With regard to the pasture system, the
P
k
’ but 1 sba11 ‘ouch on neither
n
the one nor
the other of these subjects.
I am glad to see the appointment of
Mr. Trimmer. He will probably replace
ad a "' a S e ; a d Captain Drury, or, in
preference, Captain
7 Clare, ?
Owen, could take county
where we want an active and intelligent officer.
I

it

may

Zone „rT

nmTy

T

Enclosure.
Mr. Halliday

to Sir

R. Routh.

Stewarts and Kincaids, Dublin, January 9, 1847.
At a meeting of the proprietors and cess-payers for the county of Sligo, held in
the
Court-rooms there on Wednesday, 30th December, Sir R. Booth
Gore in the chair, the lieutenant ol the county Colonel Gore, was requested to press upon
the Government the following
facts regardmg seed corn then brought forward.
The meeting was deferred from public
resolutions, by the consideration that they would produce
excitement, enhance prices, and thus
obstruct the very end desired, namely, the introduction
of seed grain by Government aid
it was unanimously agreed,
1st. I hat, from the statistical statements
and general observation, there was an extreme

deficiency in the country of grain available for seed.
2nd That this deficiency was not less than one-fourth, and
by many computed at one-third
whole sowing of the country.
3rd. That the deficiency was daily increasing by the
pressure of want of food.
4th. 1 hat such being facts, and viewing the
whole county sowing as 340,000 acres, so
one-fourth of this land unsown should be simply laid before

to one-hall of the

^

Government

No

5th.

maintain

seed wiU be introduced by merchants; their means
have not been adequate to
food supplies, although stretched to the utmost
by certainty of steady ample
remain absorbed beyond seed-time.
' n the absenCe ° f rent
P a y ments il "as out of landlords power to organise a seed

full

and

profit,

in this trade will

That
import

And, in fine since there does not exist any other resource to look to,
and the Government
have promised to supply whatever rye and here seed might
be wanted, it is urgently solicited
means of averting the calamity
the year 1848 over a land exhausted
I nere is no des.re to have seed bestowed, but that
it may be got into the
country,
J capable
s
of being sold for money and the land soivn.
Government power alone can supply the extent of the want; to leave it undone
will be to
leave the country ruined in its sole resources.
It has been suggested that the Scottish markets will shortly be
incapable of stmplvinv
1 1 J
*
° anv
quantity of
that this provision be likewise extended to oat seed, as
the only
of a valuaWe country left desert, and a recurring famine in

large

seed.

The

sentiments of the Dublin seed trade are contained in the letter from
Messrs."

sent enclosed.

Drummond

58, Dawson-street, Dublin, January
8, 1847.

In answer

to

your query

about, seeds for Ireland

we have

inform you that no movewith regard to providing an
unusual
to

ment has taken place, so far as our trade is concerned
;
supply, excepting in some solitary instances, and even this
extra quantity is trffiino- and we
cannot doubt that the deficiency in cereal seed throughout the country
will be verv°iar°-e
y
® ’
e corded by all concurrent testimony.

We are,
IV,

H. Halliday, Esq.

&c.,

W. Drummond

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

January

nrc 5 IN0E Saturday I
,

and Sons.

Routh.
11, 1847.

have had a further communication with the London

Keitel Committee, the particulars of which I will
proceed to give you.
The forms of application are intended to be sent to your officers, to
be deposited with them, and to be delivered by them
to persons who may ask for
them and to
it may be proper to give them
and it is wished that you
;
should caution your officers not to invite applications
by distributing them freely.
notice will probably be published by the Committee, pointing

whom

A

out the

channel through which applications should be made.
1 he Committee are also anxious that the Inspecting Officers should, in
every
case, make a confidential report,
and that this report and the application itself
should, if practicable, should be sent thorugh you.
I strongly recommended the Committee to order
a large supply of cauldrons,
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which they can provide better than it can he done by the Government establishments; and I have told them, that if they will undertake for this, we will do
what we can in procuring hand-mills.
I think it probable that the Committee will buy and distribute the 1 50 tons of
salt meat belonging to the Ordnance, which they could do with greater
advantage than

we

can.

I am desired to request that you will instruct Mr. Bishop to ascertain to what
extent the landowners in the Skibbereen and the other distressed districts in the
neighbourhood had contributed towards the relief of the distress, by subscribing
to the funds of the Relief Committee, or in any other way, and to report the
result.

You are, also, to
who have obviously

instruct Mr. Bishop to address letters to those proprietors
fallen short of the performance of their obligations in this
them the urgent distress which exists on, or in the neighbourhood of their estates, and suggesting to them to subscribe to the funds of the
Relief Committee of the district taking care to do this in concert with the
Committees interested in obtaining the subscriptions.
Pray furnish me with a statement of the proprietors in the Scliull district,
similar to that you have given me for the Skibbereen district.
Two members of the London Committee have just been with me, to say that
they have ordered some cauldrons, and will take all the pork, about which you
will receive an official communication but they do not want the beef which is
respect, pointing out to

;

;

not so fit for making soup.
You must now give me your opinion as to the number and description of
hand-mills I should order.
The “ Dragon,” with her 300 tons of provisions, will call at Cork for orders,
and a naval officer will be deputed by the Committee to join her at Cork, and
arrange for the disposal of her cargo, after he has conferred with you at
Dublin, which he will take in his way.
I told them I thought they had better sell their supplies to the Relief Committees, even at less than cost price, and get money, to buy more food elseArhere.
I will write to the Admiralty for a lighter for Mr. Hewetson.
There is no reason whatever to doubt the correctness of the conclusion which
has been arrived at, as often as the question has been considered, that for the
Government to interfere to procure seed, would do far more harm by encouraging- the people to consume their seed, and to depend upon the Government for
fresh supplies, than it would do good in furnishing such supplies ; and there is
now this additional reason, that the quantities of seed, oats, barley and bear,
to be obtained in England and Scotland are so limited, that, if the Government
were to show a disposition to buy them up, the price, already extremely high,
would go up to an extravagant amount. But the fact is, if seed were procurable
in sufficient quantities out of Ireland, which it is not, it would be physically impossible for the Government by any machinery or system at its disposal, to purchase the seed, send it to Ireland, and distribute it in all the different parts of the
country to all the different people who want it.
With regard to turnip, carrot, beet, and parsnip seed, the London dealers are
collecting all they can, and the Irish Agricultural Society ought to give public
notice where it is to be obtained, and what the present prices are.
I send you
such information as I could immediately obtain on this point.
I do not see what
advantage is to be obtained from the intervention of Government in this matter.
If I can be useful in obtaining further information, I am ready to do so.

—

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R. Routii.

January

11, 18-37.

In the concluding paragraph of your letter of the 9th instant, you state,
have a difficult duty to carry the people through the winter (say to
“ the 15th of April) ; and in doing so, are we to deal otherwise with the ques”
“ tion of prices than we now do ?
It is quite impossible for us to deal with the question of prices differently

“We shall

from what we now

do.

The prices of our depots are fixed at the average of the market price
the nearest large marts ; and if we make them lower, the whole
country will come upon us; our depots will be quickly exhausted; and

of
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lowered, not only at the depots, but

everywhere
«,
f'
the neighbourhood,
the remaining insufficient stock of
food will be
rapidly and prematurely consumed
and, great as is the existing
;
calamity
it will become greater still.
I he famine would be aggravated,
and it would be
a
V
by
e
tarfere " ce of the Government, which
would be in itself a
?'
unv
great additional evil, for such must be considered
to be whatever diminishes
the
confidence felt
the superior wisdom and foresight of the
ruling power and
throws upon it the responsibility and odium of
inevitable calamities whLh are
inflicted by the hand of Providence.
1 See
the ac
an in extract from
else

,

™

F?

m

m
°°”P y g
mn £°
Government, of the measures

lwTbe
Ttil
by
the Bel

h

C ° Unt17 What
'

“Sort-—

an official statement made
of relief which have lately been
thought there of Government interferece
of

18

Direct purchases by the Government, within
certain limits, have been tried
at different times, and
general have proved a failure. When
the Government substitutes its own efforts for those of commerce,
and undertakes to do
everything, those efforts if they do not
create a monopo^ moduee
the
same effects, paralyze individual efforts, and bring
about aS artificial state of
things, pending which the sacrifices already
made are continually rendering
fresh ones; the prices are then regulated,
not according to existing wants and
the means of satisfying them, but according- to
the losses to which the Treasury
is willing to submit.
The supplies, no matter how extensive they
may be are
soon exhausted, and necessity compels a recourse
to regular trade, when' the
numerous transactions which the sustenance of a people
requires miy be freely
and regular y carried on. The intention of the*
Government
was nor
could it be, to have recourse to such an interference.
The demand for a fresh
th “ : f r Cledlt
t entJr’ or even of twenty-five
millions, would
°S
have been necessary ?to t
have applied
even in an incomplete manner the
system
of direct purchases on the part of the Government.”
The fact is that for the Government to establish depots
of food for sale at all
is a very strong measure, but having
established them, to conduct the sales
with
a total disregard to the natural checks upon too
rapid consumption, would be
conti ary to common sense and the plainest
principles of duty.
How to make the food when it has been obtained by purchase
from the
depots or elsewhere, go as far as possible, is an
entirely separate question and
;
my opinion the plan now being adopted, of stimulating the
Relief Committee to the utmost possible exertion, of adding
to their funds from Government donations, and of establishing soup-kitchens, is
the best that could be
adopted for this purpose.

m

neZ

“

7

m

Mr. Trevelyan

to

Officer

in

charge of the Commissariat

Malta.

at

January
re

?

(

.

II, 1847.

You ask me, in your letter to me, dated the 26th ultimo,
t0 continue to accept any further offers that
may

extent

whether you
be made, and to what

r

Our answer

that you are to continue to make such
purchases as mav he
necessary to keep the Admiralty mills fully at
work andwhat you havTto do
s to keep yourself informed, from
ime to time, of the quantities that are
likely
to be required for that purpose, and to
procure those quantities on the
cheapest
^
terms on which they are procurable in the market.
I shall send a copy of this letter to Lord Auckland,
in order that it may be
fully understood that our object is to keep the
Admiralty mills constantly at
J
work at their full power.
is,

;

You

appear to have conducted your purchases hitherto with

much judgment.

Sir R. Routii to

HonJJ
b
ret,™
of

f

%

AVi tha h ™°'£

rt

L °- ds

e

J
onations,

Co “™ ls sa

Mr. Trevelyan.
The Can tie, Dublin, January

t

depots in Ireland,

and

also a statement of the
to the 9th instant.
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Recapitulation of Remains on the 9th January, 1847

10,236 quarters of Indian corn, at 5 quarters per ton
peas, at 5 quarters per ton
6Q0
.
,
1,212
Egyptian wheat, at 5 quarters per ton
,,
23,320 sacks of Indian meal, at 8 sacks per ton
oatmeal, at 8 sacks per ton
,,
. 1,477
wheaten meal, at 8 sacks per ton
955
,,
barley meal, at 8 sacks per ton
7,603
,,
4,666 bags of biscuit, at 20 bags per ton

2,915

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Total

.

„

242$

.

.

.

The

120

,

....
....

!

.

2,047-$- tons.

.

.

.

,

’

184-f
11 9$

,,

„
„
„

950$ „
233 & „

6,812$$

.

tons.

R. J. RouTH, Commissary -General.

Castle,

Dublin, January 11, 1847.

Statement

of

Donations

issued by authority of the Lord-Lieutenant in aid of Subscriptions,
between the 2nd and 9th January, 1847.

Date.

Committee.

1

Donations.

1847.

£.

January 2
January 4
,

,

,

,

.

.

.

.

,

,

,

.

.

.

.

.

, ,
,

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

, ,
, ,

Amount brought

.

forward

.

Limerick City District, Countv Limerick
Bohola District, County Mayo
Inchiquin District, County Clare
Balrathboyne District, County Meath
Freshford District, County Kilkenny
Tullyhunco District, County Cavan
Dunbrody District, County Wexford
Ballibay District, County Monaghan
Virginia District, County Cavan
Cashel District, County Tipperary
Innishannon District, County Cork
Cong District, County Galway, Ceylon sub.

.

January 5

scription
St.

January 6

.

January 8

.

.

Peter’s

common

.

.

.

.......

and

Drum

District,

.

.

, ,

.

.

,

.

.

,

,

,

”

Brawney

Castle, Dublin,

January

...

11, 1847.

Sir R.

Routh

R.

to

0

0

0
0
0

0

0
0
0
0

160

0

0
0
0
0

170
135
171
121

.

Total

The

72

0
0

0

0
0
0

83
125

134

.

•

70
85
100
236
200
113

Subscription

d.

0
0
0

0
0

£.
s.
22,0S8 5
500 0
32 0
212 10
137
31
70

d.

8

0
0
0
0
0
0

0

0
0

128 16
175 3
0
0
113 5

1

6

236
200

0

0

0

0

3

9

188 19
83 5

4

0

17

0
0
0

134 13
178 17
135 15
171 5
121 5

0
0
6
0
0
0

72

County Ros-

County Westmeath
District, County Westmeath
Rathcooney District, County Cork
Clandowning District, County Kildare
Poyntz Pass District, County Armagh
Chapelizod District, County Dublin
Killegney District, County Wexford
Tyrrell’s Pass District,

.

.

, ,

110
31

.

.

.9.

13,077 16
250 0
32 0
212 0

£
J.

0

0

0
0

0

0
0

15,687 16

0

25,166

0

0 10$

Routh, Commissary -General.

Mr. Trevelyan.

The

Castle, Dublin,

January

11, 1847.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th
with copies of two enclosures of the 4th inst., addressed to the Right Ho- For the two first
enclosures, see pp.
nourable Sir George Grey.
'120, 421.
In reply I lay before you, for the information of the Right Honourable my
Lords Commissioners of her Majesty’s Treasury, copy of the report of AssistantConnnissary- General Inglis, whom I detached from Limerick to inquire into and
inst.,

relieve this distress.

Agreeably to their Lordships’ orders, I applied the fund remitted from Ceylon
and Mr. Labouchere ordered it to be doubled by a donation on the

to this service,

part of the

Of

this

scription

Government.

sum Mr.

was raised

him 200/., and at his solicitation a subwhich he added 100 /., and a similar sum was lodged in
same purpose.

Inglis took with
to

the bank, to be applied hereafter to the

The whole sum amounted, with the donation, to 344/. 8 $. 9 </., of which 200/.
has been made applicable to Skibbereen, 72/. 85 9 d. to Maam, and 72/. to Cong
.

to the respective Relief

Mr.

Committees.
Limerick not permitting him to remain absent from his

Inglis’s duties at

post, 1 directed Assistant-Commissary-General Bishop to replace him
report fully ou the state of destitution at Skull, Baltimore, Crookhaven, at

and

to

Ban try,

and at Castletown (Berekaven), but I have not yet received his report.
I know, however, that subscriptions are in progress, and 1 anticipate every
possible success from this officer’s exertions.
3 P 2
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Before Mr. Inglis left, two soup-kitchens were established, but to one of them
a new boiler is expected from Cork and must be now in operation. One boiler
supplied about 1200 persons daily with a quart each.
Mr. C. C. Hughes advises me by this day’s post that money is almost daily
arriving for the soup fund, but he had not been able to ascertain the actual amount
received.

I observe the issues from his depot this past

week were, 54 sacks of Indian

corn meal (about seven tons), and 97 cwt. of biscuit.
I lay before you the best list I have been able to obtain of the principal proprietors with their respective incomes.
J-'Orci

R.

oaruery
H. Beecher, Esq

£ID,UU0

II.

....

4,000
4,000
2,500
1,000
1,500
2,000
1,000
1,000

W. Rixon Beecher, on whose estate the town of Skibbereen stands
Rev. S. Townsend
set at 400/. per annum, now in the
hands of Trustees

10,000
8,000

Mr.

Newman

The O’Donovan
M. Beecher

Rev.

Messrs. Townsend and Wright (joint estate)
Mr. Townsend, White Hall

Mr. French
Mr. S. Lavis
Sir

Lord Audley’s Estate

£50,000

The subscription at Skibbereen not having been forwarded through the usual
channel, the regular list with the names of the subscribers, though called for, has
not yet been received.
The present enclosures have been forwarded to Assistant-Commissary-General
Bishop, in order that a strict and accurate inquiry may be made into the facts as
therein stated.

My Lords will observe that there is still 100/. in the bank at Skibbereen disposable for this service whenever it shall be required.
It stands at the credit of
Commissary- General Hewetson.
Enclosure.
Skibbereen, Dec. 21, 1846.

Minutes

of

Proceedings

of a

Meeting

held at the house of the Rev.

John

Adv. of Skibbereen, for the purpose of establishing a Soup Kitchen
Poor of Skibbereen and neighbourhood.

Fitzpatrick,

for the

R C.

Relief of the

Thomas Sommerville,

Esq., J. P., and chairman of the Relief Committee and Board
of Guardians, chairman, present; Mr. Inglis, Assistant Commissary- General
Michael Galmay, Esq., J. P. ; Daniel M'Carthy ; Daniel Welply ; Thomas St. John Clarke William
Clerk e ; Rev. Mr. Frike, rector of Kelore ; P. B. Griffin, manager of North Bank; Rev.
Arthur O’Leary; and Rev. John Fitzpatrick.
The following arrangements were entered into, viz :
1st. That a sum of 85/. be lodged in the provincial bank of Skibbereen by Mr. Inglis, to the
credit of the soup committee, for the establishment of a soup kitchen, a similar sum having
been deposited in same bank by the committee for the same object.
2nd. Any sum necessary for the conducting of the soup kitchen, to be drawn by an order on
the treasurer, signed by any three members of the committee, and countersigned by Mr.
Hughes, assistant commissary.
3rd.
daily account of the number of persons relieved each day at the soup establishment,
to be given by the secretary of the soup committee to Mr. Hughes, assistant commissary for
transmitting to the Commissary- General Sir Randolph Routh.
4th. That in addition to the soup kitchen already in operation, another be established in the
house in North-street, given gratuitously for the purpose by Sir W. Bincher, formerly used as
a school-house, that one or two boilers be there got up, in order that the committee may be
enabled to give more general relief than they have hitherto done.
5th. That as soon as possible an account be made out by the members of the committee of
the widows, orphans, infirm, disabled, and such other destitute persons in the district as are
unable to support themselves by industry.
6th. That in the new soup house, in addition to the boilers to be set up, an apparatus be
provided for the purpose of preparing suitable drink and food for the sick poor in the district,
as the poor-house and fever hospital attached thereto contain a much greater number than they
were intended to accommodate.
;

;

A
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7th. That Mr. John William Clerk be requested to
act as secretary, and in his return home
to summon an extraordinary meeting of the committee on
the earliest convenient dav for the
purpose ot carrying into immediate operation the foregoing
arrangements.

(Signed)

Memorandum

for the

T. Sommerville, Chairman.

information of the Commissary-General.

With reference to Sir R. J. Routh’s note of the 30tb ultimo, I beg to sav,
that Mr
Sommerville is the chairman of the Skibbereen soup committee, and that
it was proposed
at
the meeting ot that committee, a place should be set apart in
the second soup-house for the
purpose of preparing drinks of different kinds for the sick destitute,
&c. as could not be’accom1,1
tlle poor-house or fever hospital, and the
expense to be defrayed out of the
170/. lodged
the bank to which I readily consented, being, in mv opinion, a most
beneficial

m

i

mode

of

relief.

(Signed)

Limerick, January

1,

Rich ard

Inglis, A. C. G.

1847.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, January 12, 1847.
Adverting to my letter of yesterday, I have now the honour to lay before
you,tor theinfonnation of the Right Honourable my Lords
Commissioners of
Her Majesty s Treasury, the first Report of Assistant Commissary-General
liishop from south-west coast of the county of Cork.
The duty on which this officer is employed will occupy some days to
put into
operation the necessary plans for relieving the destitution
of that part of the
country, and he will not relinquish it until it is completed.
riie large population of this unfortunate district,
combined with the improvident character of the people, make it very difficult to suggest
any adequate remedy, and you will observe from Mr. Bishop’s Report that
if any central
depot was considered necessary it could only be established at Long
Island, where
there is a safe and convenient harbour for a vessel of any
class as a floating
°
depot.

appears to me now very important to stop the progress of this distress
from
advancing further into the country, and in this view I have been very much
pleased
observe the intention of the London Association to direct a shipment
of 300
tons ol provisions to Clonakilty, where an immediate application
of relief,
It

to

in

sequence of the

late disaster

of the mills,

Mr. Bishop

is

become most

to Sir

con-

essential.

R. Routh.
Skibbereen,

January

9, 1847.

In compliance

with the instruction conveyed in your letter No. 4, 1 do myself the
honor
of reporting that on Tuesday, the 5th instant, after addressing
the various Relief Committees
named in your letter, advising them of the purport of my visit to this part of the country
I
attended a meeting of the Skibbereen Relief Committee.
1 his Committee has now the advantage of large contributions which are pouring
in from
various charitable sources; it must be hoped that these contributions
will be impartially distributed through the rural districts, where the “ mass ” of the
suffering population is to be

oil

found.

The accumulation of misery in Skibbereen is certainly very fearful,-—a degree of abject
want
and wretchedness which I have never before witnessed in any part of the°
world ; but it is
'•
famine ’’ in the midst of plenty ; for there are few better supplied, or cheaper markets
in the
county of Cork and the town of Skibbereen is, to all outward appearance,
sufficiently well

;

conditioned to assist the starving portion of its population.
At the meeting some cases of recent death, and living misery, fright rul in detail, were brou°ht
under consideration.
It was stated that much alleviation, ff not actual preservation of Fife
result, if the hands of the Committee were not so closely tied by the
restrictions upon the
The means at the disposal of the Soup Committee allowed them, it was stated,
to afford but partial relief.
I therefore ventured to tell the Committee, that in cases of
such
extreme destitution, when the poor-house was full, and they were satisfied, upon a
careful investigation of the claims of the party to relief, that the gratuitous supply
£f
of
warm drink,”
or other nutriment would, in such extreme cases, be admitted as
a legitimate application of their
fund.
committee was formed, consisting of a clergyman of both churches, a doctor, and one
other member, to investigate and report upon cases of extreme distress.
On Wednesday I
visited the Relief Committee at Baltimore.
After much detail connected with the distress of
that locality, I submitted the proposition of a “ soup-kitchen,” and stated
the extent to which I
was authorised to offer assistance from the Government.
I was informed that some days must

might

Relief Fund.

A

elapse before the extent of subscription could be ascertained, many of the
parties interested,
living at a distance, a liberal contribution
is expected.
I have suggested that a Soup Committee be immediately formed, and that the very few ladies who reside in the
neighbourhood,
not more than two or three, should be solicited to become
members, and to afford their aid in
directing the culinary department.
The moment I receive the subscription list I will report
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It appears desirable that three soup establishments should he formed in this district,
there are funds to admit of it; viz., one at Baltimore, to assist about 500 distressed objects;
The
one at Shirken Island, to aid 300 persons ; and one at. Clear Island, for a like number.
Irish Ireland Society will, it is expected, bear at least one half of the expense ot this latter
establishment.
There is much fever and disease at Baltimore, but the mortality has been very trifling.
On Thursday I went to Skull. This Relief Committee acts for the western portion of the
district, which contains a population of 9000 souls, the greater part of them in abject destitution,
pauper population ; 800 are at present employed upon the roads, being about one-half

further.
if

—

a

At Skull they are 15 miles from a market or a mill; bad
the number on the labour lists.
meal is retailed by the small dealer at 2j. 8<Z. a stone. The Committee have obtained a small
supply of Indian corn, meal, and biscuit, from the Government stores at Skibbereen, which
they retail at cost price; this affords very limited relief. The rector, Dr. Trail, gives soup daily
to 60 poor people.
Skull receives so little assistance from the Trade, that the distress must
have been still more appalling but for the benevolent exertions of the rector in bringing supplies
from Cork and Liverpool, at a great personal sacrifice.
I proposed the establishment of a soup-kitchen upon an extensive scale ; but in this wild
Upon my assurance
district, with a population so scattered, the benefit must be very partial.
that the Government would double the amount of any sums subscribed for this purpose, the
enclosed list was prepared, amounting to 92/. 8s. 4 d., upon which I request your early instrucI have recommended immediate preparation, and one boiler is now setting ; others will
It is very
to be procured from Cork or Dublin, which will cause some little delay.
desirable that a soup-kitchen should be established on the other side of the parish to Skull
I have applied to
at Dunmanus. In East Skull there is also a population of 9000 paupers
the Ballydehole Committee relative to a soup subscription, but nothing has yet been decided
upon.
The total population of Skull is 18,000 souls, upon whom want and disease is making
tions.

have

!

—

On Friday I went from
the present average number of deaths is 25 dailySkull to Crookhaven, and visited the Kilmoe Relief Committee; the parish of Kilmae con7280 souls; 7000 of these are reported in actual want; the distress and
destitution in the parish is great; the inhabitants were wholly dependent upon the potatoe ; the
small quantity of corn grown in the parish has disappeared, except some small quantities
retained by the better class farmer for seed in fact, the whole population is now dependent
upon imported food. The Committee retail about three tons of Indian meal daily, at cost
price; a very bad quality of whole wheaten meal is sold in the village of Goleen for 2s. lOd.
fearful inroads,

tains a population of

:

a stone.
I informed the Committee the aid Government would afford them towards establishing
soup-kitchens; but here again, the population is so spread over a wild mountain country that
the benefit must be partial.
A subscription list will be prepared and sent to me immediately,
when I shall report further. There are so few resident gentlemen in this neighbourhood that
the subscriptions must be limited.
I have urged that preparations should be made without
loss of time.
The chairman of the Committee has given a house in the village of Goleen, to
I have also adbe used as a soup-kitchen; the situation is central for the parish of Kilmoe.
second
vised that a
kitchen be established in the village of Crookhaven, provided the funds will
admit of it, though, for the distressed objects who have eight or nine miles to travel for a little
food, it is very desirable that some more portable article, such as meal or bread, should be at
Disease and the want of proper nourishment, here, as well as
the disposal of the Committee.
at Skull, has reduced so large a number to a state of extreme prostration, that in this inclement season, without covering for even those employed upon the roads have but the rags
they stand in, which is the only covering they have day or night, wet or dry the mortality
will in all probability be great.
The present average number of deaths in the parish of
Kilmoe is eight each day. Doubtless there is great deception difficult to detect, but the mass
” is not
present a pitiable picture, and the number of deaths too forcibly prove that “ all

—

—

deception.

The

the most gloomy, for there is not the least preparation or effort
making to provide for the future. The land is neglected; the food is gone; pigs, poultry,
and cattle all disappearing.
The Kilmoe Committee bring large supplies from Cork, and upon a very limited fund they
have purchased and sold 85 tons of meal within a short time. At present they are nearly out
of meal, in consequence of the severity of the w'eather preventing any vessel touching here
prospective view

is

from Cork. I have recommended an issue to them from the depot at Skibbereen.
There is an excellent store at Crookhaven, or rather a rocky island, capable of containing
from 250 to 300 tons of corn. This store is offered free of rent by the proprietor should the
the Government require it.
It is certainly very desirable that a supply of food should be within reach of this district.
From Crookhaven to Skibbereen,. the nearest market or mill, it is 26 miles, and from Cork
the supply, without the aid of steam, is very uncertain; however, as the whole of Skull and
Kilmoe have an equally distressed population, I w ould recommend, if contemplated at all, that
“ central ” position than at Crookhaven.
it should be placed in a more
A floating depot at Long Island, a safe and convenient harbour for any class vessel, would
new road is now forming from Skull to the strand at Long
be in the centre of the distress.
r

A

Island.

With

the exception of the magazine I have named at Crookhaven, there is nothing else
eligible in the district, neither would a depot on shore be safe without military protection.
Crookhaven on one side, Ballydehole on the other, and the district as far as the bay of Dunmanus could be supplied from Skull.
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upon this district when I receive the subscription lists.
I return
from Crookhaven, and have now but time to write this hurried report for the

will 'report further

late this evening

post.

On Monday

go to Bantry— from thence to Castletown. My address for the next week
be “ Skibbereen.” I have no letters from Dublin later than your communication
of the

will

2nd

instant.

I

No.

6.

Treasury Minute on

the above.

January
Write
and 12th

15, 1847.

R. Routli, acknowledging the receipt of his two letters, dated 11th
Reports of Assistant Commissary- Generals
Inglis and Bishop on the distress in the Skibbereen district.
State that their Lordships entirely approve of the measures which have
been
taken by those officers under his direction, and they desire that every practicable
exertion may be made to induce the Relief Committees to raise subscriptions, and
to establish soup kitchens, or to adopt other suitable means of saving the lives
of
to Sir

instant, enclosing copies of the

‘the destitute people.

Sir R.

Routh

before directed, double, or, if necessary, treble the amount
and he is likewise authorised to double, when it may
;

will, as

raised by local subscription,

be useful to do so, sums raised by subscription in other quarters, and appropriated
for the relief of the people in the distressed districts.
Their Lordships’ desire that Mr. Bishop may be furnished with any
assistance
he may require in carrying on the important duties entrusted to him in the county
3
of Cork.

Their Lordships entirely approve of a floating depot being established at LonoIsland, as recommended by Mr. Bishop ; and they desire that Sir R. Routh will
im°
mediately take measures for that purpose in concert with Rear-Admiral Sir
Pi got.

H

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
Dublin Castle, January

12, 1847.

I do myself the honour to lay before you, for the information
of the
Right Honourable my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, extract
of a letter from Deputy- Assistant Commissary-General Trimmer, and to acquaint
I have written this day to Assistant Commissary-General Milliken,
to
use his best exertions to rouse the activity of the Galway Committee, who
have
hitherto made no effort on behalf of the people, and have raised no subscription
;
for the attempt to appropriate a proportion of the City Funds for this object'
was considered illegal, and did not take effect.
I trust, on the representation of Mr. Milliken, that there is too much public
spirit in Galway to disregard the summons', more particularly as they
now know
the liberality of the public grants and I hope, through these means, 'to encourage
three or four soup establishments, so as to place a cheap and nutritious food
within the reach of the people.

you that

;

Extract from

Letter from Deputy Assistant Commissary-General
way, the 11th of January, 1S47.

Trimmer, dated

Gal-

at

There is, indeed, a want of food. I observe a very great change in the appearance of the
people since my arrival here.
There is an increasing haggard ness in their looks, which it is
impossible to notice without the painful conviction that starvation is the cause; and when I have
taken on extra hands, I have seen that they are so weak as hardly to be able to work but
while food is so much wanted, the merchants here have not capital to supply the wants of the
population by importation.
They have hitherto been exporters to England, and could °-e t the
value of a cargo as soon as it was shipped ; and now there are only three who are importing,
•

and

from foreign countries. One of these is expecting about 1000 tons of
and a cargo of Egyptian beans, from the Mediterranean ; but they tell me it will probably be more advantageous to them to send these supplies to the continent than to land them
that not largely

barley,

here.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The Castle, Dublin, January

14, 1846.

In submitting to the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury
a brief statement of the present duties, it is necessary to make some reference
to those of the preceding season.
On that occasion it will be recollected that the chief depot was at Cork, which
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was supplied
dependent for

direct

from

the United

States,

Cork

their supplies on that of

and the following depots were

:

Dundalk,

Galway,

Dublin,
Waterford,
Limerick,

Longford,
Banagher.

Sligo,

There were besides some minor constabulary depots established for some immediate exigency, but which rarely contained more than 5 to 10 tons of meal.
In the present season it was thought fit to leave the east, the north, and
the south coast, comprising the space between Londonderry and Skibbereen
to the exercise of private enterprise, for which the Commissariat arrangements of
the preceding year had prepared it, but the Government undertook the supply of
the west coast, which is hardly yet accessible to trade in any degree sufficient
for

its

supply.

With

this object the

following depots have been established

:

County Donegal.

Dunfanaghy,
Bunbeg, Gweedore Bay,

Killibeggs, where there

is also a
depot, and both in
connexion with the mills at
Mountcharles.

floating

Burton-port,

County Sligo.
Sligo.

County Mayo.
Ballina,

Acliill Island,

I

with two depots,

Westport.

Belmullet,
I

County Galway.

Galway.

Clifden,
|

County
Kilrush,

Clare.

Clare Castle,

|

County Limerick.
Tarbert “ Madagascar” floating depot.

County Kerry.
Cahirceveen.

Dingle,
|

County Cork.
Castletown (Berehaven),

Long

I

Skibbereen.

Island,

Dublin, entrepot for supplying

Banagher and
?

T
Longiord,
It is also

,

1

>on the

ol

Shannon.

J

intended, before the close of the month, to establish a depot at Cong,
on the borders of counties Mayo and Galway; on Lough-

in the hilly country,

corrib

and Lough-mask.

As the season advances, some temporary constabulary depots may become
necessary, but from the increased difficulty of account, occasioned by these minor
stations, and for other substantial reasons,

number more than can be avoided.
Our sales have commenced this year
to postpone during the last season until the

it

is

not contemplated to increase

this

December, which we were enabled
20th May.
is one of much greater magnitude and

in

The labour and responsibility before me
importance.
The high prices which provisions of all kinds have reached, have made it incumbent on me to relieve this unavoidable accompaniment of the present distress by
encouraging, as much as I am able, the establishment of soup-kitchens, which has
also the advantage of bringing to our aid the active assistance and benevolence of
the other sex.
With this view I have caused all the best recipes I could procure to be embodied in a small pamphlet, which I enclose.
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These soup establishments have been well received
throughout the country and

we

are using our best exertions to extend them.
I lay before you a copy of the Instructions to Committees
for the present year
and 1 have much pleasure in acquainting you that an increased
readiness to subscribe has latterly become visible, and their Lordships
will perceive by mv estimate the increased activity which I expect to be given to
this source of relief.
And now. Sir, I must not conceal from you the great natural difficulties
which
stand
the way of our ultimate success in this great undertaking.
Baltic, the Black Sea, the American canals,
are closed against us, and
it will require all our foresight, and
all the co-operation of the public, to secure
the
passage or the people through the winter.
I speak of this co-operation with some anxious
apprehensions, for we must
expect that the demands will increase and I am not without
fear that some of the
;
Committees may relax their exertions amidst the labour, the
expense, and, not
unfrequently, the disappointments which surround them; nevertheless,
it is not to
be denied that it is only by the continuance of these exertions, by the
liberality of
the proprietors, and by the endurance of the peasantry, that
this great disaster can

m

he overcome.
It would be fortunate

man

if this important truth could be brought
home to every
conviction, for the reliance which is placed in the
power of Government to
everything exercises a most dangerous influence on all
private exertion.
not if any step could be taken to encourage this
general co-operation

s

effect

know

I

Irom

all classes in this

there

is

great question, which

is

one of food and

human

life

;

and

reason to fear, from their present tendency, that prices
may rise until the
spring- supplies shall be received.
I hope to derive much assistance from the Inspecting
Officers, and their communications with the Committees, and I attach the more
importance to this measure
now, as these local bodies have hitherto given their chief
tions lor the employment of the people,
active exertions for their subsistence.

attention to prepara-

which must now be shared by the most

The Committees

last season amounted to 648, of which. 484
had funds
on which Government grants were given. This includes the
whole season up to
the end of August, and many of these grants were given
at a late period.
This season the Committees (still in progress) number
930, and will probably
reach 1,000, but, as yet, only 174 have received grants.
The price last year of oatmeal ruled from ISA to 17/. 10s. per ton in
June and
July, and it is now, in January, at 2 51
Indian corn was not generally in the market, but one holder, for
a short period
.

11 ^

anC^

ia/^P
per ton

s0

^

.

an(I at 12/.

the

;

Government

price,

however was

now is 17/. 10s. for whole corn, and 19/. for the meal/ and
high as 22/. and 24/
whole wheaten meal 20/.
The potato failure last year was not so remarkable for unusual deficiency,
as for
the disease which so extensively affected the plant,
and rendered it generally unlit
lor food; still the people continued to eat potatoes in
some localities until April.
This season the early crop was very much diseased, and the late
or people’s
crop never came to maturity.
There were few places where any continued to serve as food beyond
November,
and in many they were consumed in October.
Thus the character of the present calamity is infinitely more alarming than
the
last
it extends with little or no mitigation over
the whole country, and comprises
a loss of food equal at least to ten millions sterling.
10/.

some

in

;

the price

situations, as

;

;

There are parts

in Donegal which escaped the disease of last year, where
there
no resident gentry, and where their means of purchase
must be soon
exhausted, and being, for the most part, composed of rural
districts, not collected
towns or villages, the soup-establishents are not adapted or applicable to
are

into

1

their relief.

In the south western parts of Kerry and Cork the distress is not
less imminent, and has indeed commenced first, hut the proprietors are
more wealthy and,
notwithstanding the sufferings of all kinds by which they have been
surrounded,
niuch may he accomplished for their relief by
order, economy, and exertion, and I
;

have reason to hope that this improvement is
commencing.
I lay before you the last Returns of the Commissariat
depots, and the present
state of the subscriptions,
and of the Government donations given in their aid.
It

is

unnecessary for

me

to enlarge on the advantage of granting these donations

3
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in aid only of a local fund, as

it obtains for us an interest in the economy of its
management, which no other system could be expected to secure.
The liberality of Her Majesty’s Government in offering a donation equal to the
amount subscribed, that is, pound for pound where the workhouse is full, with a
discretion even to exceed this sum in cases of great and acknowledged distress, is
making a deep impression on the public as it becomes known, and I receive

expressions from

all

quarters of their sense of this generous consideration.

Means of

providing

Cheap Food.

Provision Shops.
I would urge in the strongest manner upon all landlords, for their own sake, the wisdom and
prudence of having as many shops as possible opened, so as to enable the labourers to purchase
food near their homes or works.
The principle of a quick return and small profit, with cash dealings, should be insured by a

sufficient competition every where.
Three half-pence per stone, on one ton of meal, is a pound per ton, gain.
Not only meal but every other article suited for food should be provided at these shops.
Fifty pounds would be quite a sufficient capital to set up such a shop, which could be had
from any of the banks on bill, the interest to be a charge against profit, until the shop-keeper
could realise the requisite capital.
One and a half ton of meal, turned in each week, would gain, (at three half-pence per stone
profit,) Seventy-eight pounds a year, which in itself would pay a person for his time in keeping
such a shop.
The stock ;to consist of meal of each kind, a proportion American pork and cheese
patent cocoa chillies (for seasoning instead of pepper) ; split peas ; rice ; Scoteh barley and

—

;

;

coarse sugar.

Receipts for

making a variety

of broths, cocoa, &c., should be

hung up

in each shop,

and

distributed.

Green

For
snips.

grocers’ shops are strongly
turnips, one pound per ton is

Cabbages, onions, &c., add

recommended.
a remunerative

much

price, and two pounds for carrots or parnot only to the substance, but also to the wholesome

quality of the mess.

Peas form a most strengthening soup, so much so, that the troops on rations upon pork days,
generally dine off the soup alone, and keep the pork to eat cold at future meals, and thus often
acquire a ticket (for cash) instead of drawing a beef ration.
I have been creditably assured that forty years ago the general food of the people in the
barony of Lower Ormond, was peas bread, containing a small mixture of wheat.
Rye and wheat, (meslin,) make a palatable bread.
Three-farthing’s worth of cheese, (two ounces at 6d. per lb.,) will not only make dry bread
palatable, but will also give more muscular strength than eight ounces of bread.
To keep my labourers out of debt, I am now getting barley ground, which I hope to have for
ltf. 6 d. or lj. 8 d. a stone*; this, with a little oatmeal and cookery, will keep
them as well a3
the Indian corn meal.
Extracts from Letter of the Chairman of a Relief Committee, County
Tipperary.
Soups.

Among the variety of schemes suggested for “Bettering the Condition of the Poor,” a more
useful or extensive charity cannot be devised, than that of instructing them in
economical
cookery it is one of the most important objects to which the attention of any real well-wisher
to the public interest can possibly be directed.
cheapest
:

The

and

method of making a nourishing soup, is least known to those who
have most need of it.
Distributing soup does not answer half so well as teaching people how to make it, and improve their comfort at home.
The time lost in waiting at the soup- house is seldom less than
three hours; in which time, by any industrious occupation,
however poorly paid, they could
earn more money than the quart of Soup is worth.—Dr. Kitchiner.
The ingredients of all soups and stews should be mixed in cold water, and gradually heated.
Peas should be soaked in cold water at least two hours before being used. Soup, in which
they are used, must be made with soft water, as they will not mix with
hard water, unless a
small kimp of soda is put into it. Barley, rice, or oatmeal, should be
used in preference to
peas.
When rice is used, it should always be added when the soup boils.
best

Ox- Cheek Soup, f
After the ox-cheek is nicely washed and cleaned, all the ingredients are
mixed and stewed
together for six hours
then the cheek is taken out, and the best parts of the. meat being cut off
;
the bone, the latter, with the gristle, is put back
into the soup, which is stewed another six

r

In feeding a pig one pound of barley meal will do as much
as a stone of
we are told that (lie solid meal ol the ox cheek, without the bone, may bepotatoes,
purchased at Ud. or 2d. per
® ,pt h°wever allowance is made for the due
proportion of meat and bone
JV,' S r lbs.
if there be
or no bone, 3®f
will be sufficient.
’

little
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hours ; meanwhile, the meat is cut up into small pieces and put into the soup about ten minutes before it is taken from the fire ; the bones are then removed.
Three or four times stirring
the ingredients during the whole time will be sufficient.
41b. of ox-cheek

Half a pound of rice
Half a pint of oatmeal

.....
.....

Onions, salt, and pepper as before
12 pints of water

Produce 10 pints

A

of.

good

s.

d.

0
0

6
1

0

.

thick soup for.

.

0

i

0

0

0

9f

Gallon of Broth for a Groat.

Put four ounces of Scotch barley, (previously washed in cold
water,) and four ounces of
sliced onions, into five quarts of water; boil gently
for one hour, and pour it into a pan
then
;

a saucepan two or three ounces of fat bacon, minced; when the bacon
is heated, stir in
oatmeal ; rub these together well, and if this be properly managed, the
whole
the lat will combine with the barley broth, and none appear
on the surface ; now add the
barley broth, at first a spoonful at a time, then the rest by
degrees, stirring it well too-ether till
it boils.
1 ut a drachm and a half of ground black pepper into
a tea cup, and mix it up with
a little of the soup, then pour it into the rest; stir all thoroughly
together, let it simmer gently
a quarter of an hour, season it with salt, and it is ready.
Excellent fish soups may be made with a cod’s
skull, or skate, or flounders, &c., boiled
n0
e water than will just cover them, and
the liquor thickened with oatmeal, &c.
’£.
T^° 7
Dr. Kitclnner.
l?ut 111,0

lour ounces of

ot

.

Peas Soup.
Take a pint of split peas, soak them in cold soft water twO hours, and soak
half-a-pound of
bacon lor he same time in another pan, drain off the water
which the peas do not soak up, and
them in four quarts of water, with onions, celery, or any other vegetable,
for about three
hours, stirring the peas every quarter of an hour to
keep them from the bottom, till they are
qmte soft j do not add salt, or the peas will not become soft thicken with
two or three spoon;
luls of Indian meal.
Put in the bacon now, and let. all boil gently for another hour, or until the
bacon is done.
t

boil

A

Cheap Broth.

Four ounces

of fat bacon with two pounds of oatmeal, and
plenty of turnips, carrots, and
eeks, put down with two gallons of water,
(observing Dr. Kitchiner's directions for combining
the lat and meal, already given.) and boiling
very slowly, will make six quarts of nutritious
broth, which with any kind of stale or hard
bread, will give dinner to six people at one penny

To make fourteen Gallons of cheap Soup.
Wheat, half a stone, boiled very long, from the night before,
to have it ready by 12 o’clock
dinner hour
oatmeal, one third of a stone, steeped an hour, and boiled
to about four pounds :
meat, cut small, and boiled from eight in the morning.
;

A

hock-bone of bacon, or a roast meat bone, or a pickled herring,
are sometimes added to
peas-soup; but nothing salt should be put into the
soup till the peas are quite tender; nor
USC a dr° ° f hard Wat6r for eas ‘ sou
P
P
P> or peas-pudding, as peas will never unite
'th

b

One

large head of cabbage.

Three or four

leeks.

Six carrots.
Salt and pepper, or chillies.
Cost
s.

d.

Wheat
Meal
Meat

0

11

1

Labour

0
0

0
0
4

1

Vegetables, See.,

3

3

6

Soups without Meat.
Bones may be bought of the butchers at a very low rate. Choose
those perfectly sweet and clean.
A sufficient quantity may be
obtained for
.
,
.
,
.
,
#
pints of peas
,
#
large carrot and 1 onion
.
.
.
table-spoonful of bruised celery- seed, 2 table-spoonsful of
and 1 of pepper
.
.
.
.
_
#
10 quarts of water
.
.
.
.
,
.
e
.

2

.

1

.

.

.

.

.

4

.

1

.

To

produce 12 pints of excellent soup

for

.

.OF
1

0

.

.

0

3Q2
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The whole of the ingredients are put together and stewed for ten hours ; during the first six,
attention need be paid to the simmering contents of the pot; at the end of that time,
the
cover may be lifted, and the spoon used in stirring ; this should be repeated two or three
times
before the soup is done. At the end of ten hours, take out the. bones, and it. will
be ready.
If preferred thicker, the quantity of peas may be increased.
no

Half a pint of Scoth barley
Half a pint of oatmeal
.
2 oz. of dripping, or melted
of celery- seed,

To

.....

.

2 onions,

suet,

1

of pepper

.

....

produce 8 pints of soup for

s.

d.

n

0

0

i*

0
0

0

0

4}

table-spoonful

.......

1 of salt, 1 tea-spoonful

5 quarts of water

n

Put half a pint of peas into three quarts of cold water, and when it boils, take one head of
celery, two turnips, one carrot, and two onions, cut up and fried in two ounces of dripping
add
these to the peas, and boil two hours; pepper and salt to flavour.
Instead of peas, it'can be
thickened with oatmeal. When oatmeal is used, put the vegetables into boiling water; and
as
soon as they are done, take three table-spoonsful of oatmeal, mix it in a little cold water,
and

add

it

to the soup.

Cost, Ad.

Pan
Half a

pint of oatmeal

.

Kail.

.

.

.

"

.

.

3 large cabbages, or a proportionate number of smaller ones

2 oz. of butter and
2 quarts of water

salt

.

.

.

.

.

.

,

.

.

Mince the cabbages very small, and boil them in the water;
oatmeal, and add the butter and salt ; it should be thick pot tage.

wh n

2

0

0

0

4f

.y.

A

.

Let

1J

tender, thicken with the

red herring, or four ounces of lean bacon, cut in pieces
.
Three onions, a few peppercorns, thyme, and parsley
.
Boiled in three pints of water, three-quarters of an hour, with
with one pound of clean picked whole rice
.
.
.

sw-ell,

d.

0
0

.01

.

.

s.

d.

H

0
0

0^

0

4

0

6

it boil exactly three minutes ; then let the pot stand by the side of the
fire : the rice will
take up all the water, and become quite soft.
If properly done, it will weigh nearly five
five men, as it frequently did in the year of scarcity,
1800.
is not sufficiently soft, add a little more water as it stands by the fire.

pounds, and will completely dine
If the rice

Another Peas-soup.

To

three quarts of boiling water

add a

pint of peas,

and

let

them

boil

till

tender, then

mash

them together

so as to form a paste, and put them back into the water along with a quantity
you have any, all cut into dice, with some sliced onions. After
the soup simmer gently for a couple of hours, and if too thin, thicken it with a handful
of oatmeal ; season it with pepper and salt and a little dried mint, and it will serve for a family
of four during two days. Split peas are commonly used, yet whole peas (if “ boilers ”) are not
only quite as good, but cheaper. The cost will be at the most, 3d. or, if oatmeal be used a
;
pint will be sufficient, the usual price being only 2d. ; but pea-soup is the more preferable
of
the two.
The peas should, however, be always left to soak during the night, and the next day
made into soup with soft water ; for if hard water be used, the peas will not become tender, or
mix into that smooth consistence which is necessary to make it good. If soft water cannot be
had, a small piece of soda put into the water will have the effect.
of carrots, turnips, celery, if
this, let

Vegetable Soup.

Take the heart

of a cabbage, or some cabbage sprouts, or spinach, two or three turnips and
and a little bruised celery seed, if you cannot get it in the root, and boil them
about three pints or two quarts of water for an hour. When done enough, slice three good
and fry them till well browned; put them into the soup with some crusts of bread,
let the whole boil together for a quarter of an hour.

carrots cut small,
in

sized onions

and

To make a Breakfast of Indian Meal.
For each person, young and old, in the family, take a quarter of a pound of meal. Before
going to bed at night pour as much cold water upon it as will soak it.
In the morning boil a
quart of water in a pan, and when it is boiling put into it the meal which you have previously
soaked; keep it boiling for half an hour, stirring it. occasionally. Cooked in this manner, one
pound of meal will make a good breakfast for four persons. When treacle can be had, oue
table spoonful will flavour this quantity.
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during the same period of scarcity, being one year ending July, 1796, appears to be nearly
17,4721bs. weight of flour.
From this account it will appear how much benefit, as well national as indiObservations.
There is hardly any way in which it can
vidual, may be derived from the general use of rice.
be stewed down, either with bacon and seasoning, or with meat, or with cheese, in which it
and it is particularly proper for, and pawill not make a cheap, pleasant, and nutritious dish
latable to, the aged, the infirm, and the young, who compose the greater part of the inhabitants
of a poor house.
Rice contains a greater deal of nutriment in a small compass, and does not pass so quickly
off the stomach as some other substitutes for wheat flour do it is a good ingredient in bread.
Boil a quarter of a pound of rice till it is quite soft; then put it on the back part of a sieve, to
drain it; and when it is cold, mix it with three-quarters of a pound of flour, a tea-cupful of
Let.
stand for three hours
yeast, a tea-cupful of milk, and a small table-spoonful of salt.
then knead it up, and roll it in about a handful of flour, so as to make the outside dry enough
About an hour and a quarter will bake it. ; and it will produce lib.
to put it into the oven.
14 ounces of very good white bread. It should not be eaten till it is two days old.
but that
It is to be observed that the Carolina rice bakes well, without any preparation
the East India rice, though adapted for boiling or stewing, does not in general answer for
baking, without being previously prepared, by soaking for a day or two in cold water. That
the increase in bulk and weight is not entirely owing to the milk, may be proved by boiling a
quarter of a pound of plain rice in a bag, tied so loose as to be capable of holding five times
But this is only to be
the quantity. It will produce above a pound of solid rice pudding.
From the
observed of rice that is not ground; if it be ground, the produce is not so great.
Report of the Society for Bettering the condition of the Poor. Vol I.
Three pounds boiled in a pudding-bag, tied so
Rice.
Receipt (from “ Cottage Comforts.")
loose that it would hold five pounds, will fill the bag, and turn out five pounds of solid
pudding. This may be eaten with milk, and a little coarse sugar or treacle, and allspice.
Some people stir in a piece of dripping or lard, and a little pepper or salt.. This is a

—

:

:

it.

;

;

—

—

a

nourishing dish for

family.

Hoio

to cook Rice.

Put upon the fire a good size covered pan, two-thirds full of water, take a quarter of a
pound of rice, and wash it thoroughly well in pure water, to free it from dust when the pot
take off the lid, and as the water continues to boil, put the rice in gradually, by which
every grain will be separated and done alike. The vessel to be then closely covered.
Patna rice will require about 25 minutes’ boiling, Carolina something less; but by taking a
grain or two out of the pot, and trying it between your finger and thumb, you will see
whether it rubs away, which is the test. Then pour the rice into a cullender, and when
;

boils,

This being done, put the rice back
it a cupfull of cold water to stiffen it.
put on the lid, and keep it warm on the hob, and ready for use.
In India, the surplus water in which rice has been boiled is in general use in sick-rooms and
prepared with acids or sugar. See.
It is affirmed that Patna rice contains much more nutriment than Carolina, and it is

drained, pour over
into the pot,
hospitals,

considerably cheaper.
Savoury Rice.
Put one pound of rice into three quarts of boiling water; let it remain for
20 minutes, then skim the water, and add one ounce of hog’s lard, or dripping, and a little
salt, and let it simmer gently over the fire, closely covered for an hour and a quarter, when it
be fit for use. If it is to be kept, it should be set by in an earthern pan, covered with a
wooden cover. It will produce rather more than eight pounds of savoury rice.
This receipt was used by the late Bishop of Durham, in the counties of Durham and Oxford
and above 2000 persons for some time partook of this savoury rice. Observe that in this and
the other receipts beer measure is used ; a beer pint of water weighs rather better than a

—

will

pound and a quarter.
Rice and Turnips.
Boil some turnips separately; when
Boil a quarter of a pound of rice in water till soft.
Mix the rice and turnips, adding
press the water out, and thoroughly mash them.
butter, lard, or dripping, with pepper and salt.
For this dish one-third of rice is required to two-thirds of turnips.
Many of the people in the neighbourhood of Cloughjordan use as a substitute for the potato
boiled turnips mixed with flour, which they seem to like very well, and recommend.
Nenagh Guardian.
Bread is also now made, with equal parts of turnips and wheaten flour.
soft,

some

Bread.

—

Rice and Wheat Bread. Simmer a pound of rice in two quarts of water till quite soft
of a proper warmth, mix it thoroughly with four pounds of flour, four large spoonfuls of
and salt as usual; knead it particularly well, and set it to rise before the fire; some of
the flour should be reserved to make up the loaves.
Thus eight, pounds and a half of very
good bread will be produced. If the rice should require more water, it must be added, as

when

yeast,

some

rice swells

more than

others, give

it

plenty of time to simmer.

Scotch Barley.

Few things go farther than Scotch barley, that is, common barley with the husk taken off
Pearl barley is the same thing, only brought down to a smaller size.
Scotch barley contains a
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but few nennlo „nrWfn„,i

hjd, and

1

A

boM w

add a

° f SC0
bar Ioy (" riee 3two gallons of water, till reduced to one
'tsweeten
.
’
and
with treacle and coarse sugar.
This is a usethl saving dish
y quart of the pot liquor of boiled meat, an ounce of Scotch barley be
added and
P ’ ° r a " J Vege ‘ ab,e 'rUh
an

•

Uttle. aUspice,

to evei

I

?'

'

^be°X”ah,er'

Beet-Root.

Beet-root cannot be too much recommended to
the notice of mankind as a cheap and salubrioas substitute for the now-failing and diseased
potato.
Hitherto the red kind has been onlv
used in England as a pickle, or as a garnish for salad
even the few who dress it mmerallv boil
it
“ » *~t measure lost, and the root consequently
:

CTt'v

rendeted
remWed less nutritious by the quantity of water which
the native syrnp, of winch it is thus forcibly
deprived

;

it

imbibes, as well as by parting with
therefore strongly rerammlnded

it is

?ad
bollm them, when they will be found to afford
* Tins
a deliddus and wholesome
g
Th notfan untried

fid
food.

is

novelty, for both red and white beet-root are
extensively used on
the Continent ;
Italy, particularly, they are carried
about hot from the oven twfce a-day
and sold publicly in the streets ; thus they are purchased
by all classes of P
people,
and °
give to
P
thousands, with bread, salt, pepper, and butter, a
satisfactory

m

meal.

Bread—

Beet- Root
A. baker of Vienna has made a discovery,
which, at the present moment
maj prove of high importance— the use of beet-root
in making bread.
Two loaves, one con0
n,? ’ ha f
1C
e ° f Ve.' e, hths beet-root, the remainder
S
being of wheat-dour, were
’/)°
»5.
senMV,,
f
sent
for the inspection of the
Minister of Agriculture and commerce. The
loaves were baked
3
er
20,b Nov'“ ber- retained all the taste and
hou?lo
household bread
Th bread
h°" *1 is made
The
the usual manner, only with less water,
and a little
more salt. The beet-root must be grated at the moment
of maltiiw use of it.
Tht, bread Bay been successfully tried in Dublin, and
is excellent.
When
used raw it
l0m S he br J
trl
s als° n,ade ofit "' hcn boiled in which
form the colour
of the
toe bread
b
d°remains nearly white, but
u
ot
is probably not so nutritious
Beet root, white or red, may be stewed. Let'it
bewell washed and scraped, and cut into
convenient pieces, and then stewed until soft,
with a little water, which will soon- disappear
from absorption and evaporation after which, let
;
the root remain on the fire, subject to a
good heat, and add some seasoning for use.

°?

KS

appe™' ofSd

m

'

T

''

™

l

On

every preparation of

A

it

will be found palatable

the Continent

it

is

frequently fried, and

and wholesome.

Parsnips.
specimen of bread, manufactured: of oatmeal and
parsnips, at the house of a gentleman in
10 ,biS Mcc
11 “ ° f
d deeidedly

HatabS^S

“

-

Last week a person connected with a large public
establishment went to Carlow to purclmse parsnips, where they are grown pretty
extensively, and the prices at which he could get
them weie 10/. or 1-/. per ton parsnips are excellent,
wholesome, and substantial food
Adi
good growers of this excellent vegetable know that from 30
to 40 tons per acre are a very
:

general crop on well-prepared land; but say
half the West produce (30 tons) at half the
lowest prices now demanded and obtained in Carlow,
the value of such a crop would be 75/
1
Farmers Gazette, November, 1846.
The parnsnip requires a light rich soil, deeply trenched, and well manured.
The time of
is February or March.
The quantity of seed, and mode of cultivation, the same as
ie carrot.
1 he parsnip is, however, stated to be superior to the carrot for
fattening cattle
affording meat of the finest quality.
The parsnip will withstand frost better than the°carrot
;
and it the soil be dry, may be allowed to remain in
the ground during the winter: but it is
recommended to take up a portion when the leaves begin to decay, and
store them for use.
1 ne remainder may be taken up in February,
and if preserved in drv sand, they will keep till
1
April or May.

per acre

.

—

sowing

Time

necessary for boiling Vegetables.

A young Cabbage

will take about 20 minutes or half-an-hour
; when full grown, near an
Quarter them, if large put them down in boiling water sufficient to cover
them, with
salt, and boil them till the stalks feel tender.
Strong old cabbages are
into fresh boiling water, when half-done.
*om,g Spring Carrots will be boiled in an hour. Grown Carrots must be sliced,
and will
take from an hour and a half to two hours and
a half. Pierce them with a fork to try whether
;

a large spoonful of

improved by changing them

J
they are done,
Parsjiips require to be boiled from an hour to two
hours, according to their size and freshness, slice them and let the parts
be of equal size. When a fork can be easily passed through
° ’
they will be done.
Turnips, when full grown, will take about an hour
and a half of gentle boiling. If laro-e,
m ’ an^ *3 ° P Un,P
become tender. Before putting them down peel off the stringy

omsid
Turnip Tops
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Put them into cold water an hour before
them on the fire, and the more water they are boiled in, the better. When the water
small handful of salt.
Beet Roots will take from an hour and a half to three hours in boiling, according to their

fresh and young, be done in about twenty minutes.
setting

boils put. in a

Dr. Kitchiner.

size.

CHEAP FOOD FROM HOME CORN.
Suggestions by a County Magistrate, 4th October, 1846.
is at present such an outcry about food all over the country, perhaps I may be
excused for taking the liberty of mentioning to you a course which I, and I believe many others,
adopted last, summer, for providing Cheap Food for our Labourers, i. e. purchasing corn in
To show how cheap, food can thus be
the market and getting it ground at the Grist Mills.
had, I may state, that on last Thursday, (1st October,) our market day, I bought two loads of
This I had delivered by the vender at a
very good barley for 15s. 6 d. a barrel, of 16 stone.
Grist Mill near this town, where it will be kiln-dried, shelled, ground, and sifted, for l£rZ, a
stone, or 2s, the barrel, which makes the cost 17s. 6 d. per barrel, and the barrel of grain will
produce about 14 stone of excellent meal, which I thus have, and give to my men for Is. 3 cl. a
Though barley is not at present much used as a
stone, the cost price, all expenses included.
bread corn, we have the evidence of the Old and New Testament that it was used as such in
‘'And there came a man, &c., and brought the
Palestine
as in It. Kings, chap. 4, v. 42
man of God, bread of the first fruits, twenty loaves of barley,” &c., and also in the miracle of
the five barley loaves and two fishes
John, chap. 6, v. 9. So we know, the Gladiators in
ancient Rome were called “ Hordearii,” or barley eaters, being fed with that grain, as the
most, conducive to strength.
I may observe, too, that. Mr. Johnson, the chemist, states that one

As

there

—

—

—

—

to 4£lbs. of the best potatoes, which
Mixed
to potatoes at 3d. per stone.
with whole meal, in the proportion of two or three stones of barley meal to one stone of whole
meal, as I sometimes give it to my men, it is also an excellent food.
Bere is a still preferable grain, as food, and generally rates lower than barley, though at present it exceeds it in price, being so much sought after for seed, as it is/ by some weeks, the
earliest grain usually reaped in Ireland.
Oats
I may further observe, that 1 occasionally grind oats and inferior wheat for my men.
in our market, on Thursday last, averaged Is. a stone, which is ground, &c., for lid. a stone,
Thus
(20s. a ton,) and produces, generally, about one cwt. of meal per barrel of 1 2 stone.
we have oatmeal at 13s. 6 d. per cwt., or 13Z. 10s. per ton, while it is retailed at all the meal
shops of the town at 2s, 6d. a stone, or 20Z. a ton, and even higher. The oats this year are
generally inferior, and, of course, give a somewhat less return of meal.
By grinding the inferior wheats, say now worth 24s. or 25s. a barrel, whole meal (better than
what is usually sold by millers, as none of the flour would be taken out of it), could be sold
for about Is. 6 d. a stone, instead of 2s. 4d., the present retail price in our town.*
I do not presume to say whether it would be advisable for the Government to direct the
Relief Committees throughout Ireland, thus to provide food for their several localities ;
nor do
but certainly
I know whether other markets are as favourable for such an operation as our own
if they are, and if there be no political objection to the plan, a vast quantity of good food might
be thus supplied to the people at far lower prices than they can purchase food for at present

pound of barley meal is equal, in point of nutriment,
makes our barley meal at Is. 3d. a stone, about equal

—

;

from

retail shops.

brown bread
From

for

a penny per

the whole meal of loheat at 5'Js. per quarter, or 31s.

lb.

6 d, per

barrel.

—

October, 1846.

One quarter, or 480 lbs. of wheat, same as the “ Susanna’s” cargo at Cork,+ was prepared by
my farmer, being placed on a clean flagged floor, and sprinkled with water to the extent of
nearly two gallons, turned over, or moved about twice, by a fine rack ; after a day and two
nights, it was gathered into one heap, remained three days longer, and then was in a proper
state to grind, as the grealer part was hard wheat, mixed with some soft.
In this process it
gained 39j lbs., or 480 lbs. was increased to 519£ when it came from the mill, all ground
together, it had lost 91bs., it was therefore reduced to 5I0£ lbs.
housekeeper baked yesterday, and fearing she might have made a mistake, has each day made more than 61bs. of
brown bread out of 41bs of flour. I now refer you to the calculation of cost, &c. :

—

—

My

1

Quarter, or 480
mill into

lbs.

Received from the mill

510

lbs.

brown

of wheat

made by

preparation for the

519 \

in

flour will

brown

flour

.

.

.

produce 765 lbs. of bread,

if

lbs.

.510 lbs.

41bs. of flour pro-

duce 61bs. of bread.
Cost of wheat, &c.
Grinding,
.

.
.

.

54s.

.2s.
56s.

*

“Two

quarts of wheat boiled in water, will give a meal to twelve in family.

A family consisting of

number in Cloughjordan, frequenlly make use of it.” Nenagh Paper.
f Hard Spanish wheat, which the owner could not dispose of at 53s., whilst the same description of wheat
in Gloucester, Liverpool, and Hull, was sold at 55s. The prices named include the duty.
Taking the price
at one-fourth higher, whole meal may be provided at Is. 9 d. per stone, first cost; and this quantity of hard
that

grain,
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765 lbs. bread, if sold at \d. per lb., gives 63j. 9 d., leaving for the baker
7s. 9 d., for
his trouble and fire, which is more than it costs.
Can there be a famine all over Ireland when
this— the brown bread, might be sold at Id. per lb. ? I have taken the
price at 54s., but my
Agent states that he cannot obtain 53s.

DROGHEDA BROWN BREAD.

The working population in Drogheda and its vicinity, use brown bread, made principally of
e wheaten meal fermented with leaven or barm.
They buy it ready for use, or buy the
meal and pay 3d. per stone for making and breaking the bread, which employs a
number
who

of

women who have provided ovens for this purpose, and bake with leaven.
At present, (1st. December, 1846,) whole wheaten meal is sold in Drogheda at Is.
Qd to 9s
per stone.
The meal at ls.8<7. with the baking will cost Is. 11 d.; and for this there are 181bs.
of bread, being about \\d. per lb.
The retail price of baker’s brown bread in the town is
now l^d. per

lb.

1 he leaven may be obtained by buying the dough when ready for the oven
l$lb. will fer;
ment a stone of meal; audit can be kept for a week. In this way the use of leaven
mav be
easily extended
and the potato pot can be used as an oven, by placing the loaf of dough on a
heated stone, and turning down the pot over it, which should then be
covered with as much
turf as will keep it at an oven heat.
;

CHEAP BREAD.
Take from the flour the coarsest flake bran ; boil five pounds of this bran in rather more
than four gallons of water, so that, when quite smooth, you will have three
gallons and threequarters of bran water ; with this knead fifty-six pounds of flour, and add
yeast and salt as for
other bread.
Thus, fifty-six pounds of flour will produce as much bread as sixty-seven pounds
four ounces of flour used with plain water; and when ten days
old, if put into the oven for
twenty minutes, will appear quite new again,
PEAS BREAD.

An

excellent bread

is

made by adding wheat bran

to the

meal of peas, as

it

would be added

to flour.

The meal and bran should be equal parts, but the bran should be ground fine. This bread
has been tried in Dublin and found very palatable, and about the color of common
brown
bread.
On peas bought wholesale, there is a good profit ; and very good peas can be bought in
England, for only two or three shillings per sack more than those commonly bought for pigs.

HOME MADE BARM.
Persons who are in the habit of making their own bread, can easily
manufacture their own
by attending to the following directions
boil lib. of good flour, *lb. of brown su<rar
little salt, in 2 gallons of water, for an hour; when
milk warm, bottle it, cork it close’
it will be fit for use in twenty-four hours.
One pound of this yeast will make 181bs. of

yeast,

and a

and

RYE.

Rye

much

used for bread in all parts of the continent of Europe, and in Wales, and
some
England and Scotland; and it is also mixed with wheat flour for that purpose.
It is
distillers, and is roasted and used as a substitute for coffee,
in considerby the poorer classes.
Rye is not much cultivated in Ireland, although it produces good crops on indifferent
soils,
on which wheat would be an uncertain crop.
Rye does well on thin soils and reclaimed bo*s
or moors; and its cultivation would therefore seem to be desirable
under the circumstances
is

parts of

likewise

much used by

able quantities,

existing in this country.
in

good

Rye

It

is,

however, necessary that the

and free from weeds.
sometimes sown in Autumn, and sometimes

tilth,
is

soil

should be well worked, and kept
1

in Spring.

It is particularly useful for

sowing with Winter Vetches, the Rye acting as a support to the Vetch, and the
mixture affords
excellent Spring feeding.
bushel to the acre is the usual quantity sown in this wav.
It is
sometimes sown on stubble, after one ploughing and harrowing, for green feeding
for lambs and
ewes in February or March; and this practice, on light gravelly or
sandy soiTs, will serve to
improve them greatly.

A

Buck Wheat.

The
“

wheat is now selling wholsale in Dublin at 10 j. per cwt.
Wheat has been cultivated in England from the latter part of the sixteenth century.
country is unknown, but supposed to be Asia. Beckmann has a very learned disser-

flour of this

£ uch

Its native

tation

on

introduction and early culture in Europe.
(Hist, of Invent, vol. 1.)
It icill grow
on the poorest soils.
It may be cut when young and green and employed as food for cattle.”
McCulloch' s Commercial Dictionary.
“ In this
part of France the labouring population make a daily food of it, in thin soft cakes
its

or boiled.”

Letter from Nantes, 10 th November, 1846.
Throughout the North American States buck wheat flour is used and the wealthier classes
;
are provided with cakes made of it,
which form part of their breakfast luxuries.
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Soup
It

recommended

to Relief

to be

provided for Sale.

Committees

to establish soup-kitchens ; and also to provide
who can prepare it according to printed directions.
1, in Count Rumford’s Essay on Food, appears to be best adapted for general
containing any green or unseasoned vegetables, and may consist only of barley,
peas, salt, water, with cuttings of wheaten bread, or biscuit.
land proprietor in the county of Waterford, whose labourers use this soup for dinner, has
supplied the following practical information in recommending its general adoption.
is

ingredients for soup to be sold to persons

The soup No.

use, as not

A

“The soup No. 1, in Count Rumford’s Essay, has been used in the Lis more Union
Workhouse, for many months, and has been adopted in the Fermoy Union, and I
believe in

Macroom

also.

“ For the last year I have given this soup, one quart each to my labourers for dinner.
quart is about two pounds four ounces in weight, and costs three farthings .*
“ It is composed of barley, ground whole, with all the bran, whole peas, pepper salt
and water. (See proportions below.)
“ In each quart are placed small cuttings of wheaten bread on which the boiling soup

Each

is poured, so as to till each quart.
“ The whole meal of barley answers as well as pearl barley, and is much cheaper.
“ Of course, meat would improve the soup, but then the price would be greatly
increased ; and the object is to produce a nutritious food at the lowest price.
“
quantity of peas and barley, used in soup, will support a much greater number of
persons than if cooked separately.”
“ The soup used in Lismore Workhouse is composed of pearl-barley, peas, pepper and
salt, in the proportion of one pound of peas, and one pound of barley, to one gallon of
water.
“ For dinner, each adult gets thirty ounces of this soup, with six ounces of bread, as
only two meals are given in the day; and the bread is given separately.”
“Count Rumford’s Essay is sold by J.
lash an, D’Olier-street ; Robertsons,

A

McG

Sackville-street,

Dublin

;

and by Hamilton, Youghal.”

In preparing this soup, the peas should be soaked in cold water for some hours, not less
than two, before being put into the boiler ; and the soup must be made with soft water, as
peas will not mix with hard water, unless a small lump of soda is put into it.
The water
should be boiling when the peas are put in and they must be let boil separately until tender.
Do not add the salt until they are boiled, or they will not become soft. They should be stirred
occasionally to keep them from the bottom of the boiler.
When they are quite soft, stir in
the barley, and let the soup simmer gently for a couple of hours.
In the mean time put some
pepper into a vessel with a little of the soup, mix them well, and pour them into the holier
then stir the soup thoroughly and season it with salt.
I f biscuit is to be used with the soup instead of bread, put it separately into the vessels like
the cuttings of bread, otherwise it cannot be equally distributed.
Commissariat Relief Office, Dublin Castle,
;

;

December 31, 1846

Instructions for the formation and guidance of Committees for Relief of Distress
in Ireland, consequent on the failure of the Potato Crop in 1846.
1. The Relief Act
Works for which it

sessions are to
2.

The

recently passed,

provides

9 and 10 Vic., cap. 107, directs, that when the Public
requisite in any barony, extraordinary presentment

become

be assembled.

lieutenant of the county will be requested to divide every such barony into convenient

Relief Committees ; each district to consist of at least two parishes,
and the exact limits to be accurately defined.
3. For the districts so formed, the lieutenant will then be pleased to constitute Relief Committees; or to reassemble any committees which may have administered relief funds within
those districts, during the period ended on the 15th August ; and to forward to tlie commissarygeneral a return of the districts and of the chairman and secretary (both of whom he will
appoint) of each committee.
4. When committees which have had relief funds are to be re-assembled, some modication of
the rule, as to the extent of districts, may be necessary for removing local objections.
Under
all circumstances, it will be indispensable that the Relief Districts shall be within the boundary
of the barony, half barony, or lesser division, for which Relief Works are required.
Where,
however, the baronial lines intersect towns or parishes, a Relief District may there consist of
parts of two baronies, but the committees must keep separate registers of the applicants for
labour on the respective Barony Works.
5. The Relief Committees (whether newly constituted, or re-assembled), are to include the
districts for the action of

ollowing functionaries and public officers

:

The

lieutenant or vice-lieutenant o Itne county.
Magistrates deputed by each bench of petty sessions in the barony, half barony, or lesser
division, for which presentment sessions shall be convened, not exceeding two from
each bench.

The

resident magistrate in the

barony

division for

which the presentment sessions

shall

be held.
*
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Roman Catholic, and Presbyteeach parish in the district.
of the Poor Law Union comprising the whole or greater part of the
for which the presentment sessions shall be held.

principal clergyman of each church (Protestant,

rian), officiating in

The chairman

barony division

The

principal constabulary officer in such barony division.

Tlie principal coast-guard officer, where available.
Officers acting under the commissary-general, and principal officer in the barony acting

under the Board of Works,

to

be ex-officio members.

In those cases where local circumstances may require that persons not comprehended in this
arrangement should be appointed on committees, it would be desirable to re-appoint so many
of the most efficient and respectable members of the committees of the past season as may be
requisite. In forming new committees, where none had been named during the past season, and
where the ex-officio members may be insufficient, the lieutenant of the county will exercise his
discretion in selections from the most respectable subscribers to the relief fund.
6. As, during the past season, central committees were formed in certain districts, there will
be no objection to the continuance of this plan, if their operation should appear to the lieutenant
of counties more desirable, keeping the arrangement within barony boundaries, which is indispensable.
7. Each committee should hold periodical meetings at the place most convenient for the
members and the object. Minutes of eacli day’s proceedings are to be kept in a book supplied
by the commissary-general for the purpose, as also for correspondence and accounts.
8. Three members of a committee to form a quorum.
9. The balance remaining of each relief fund of the period closed on the 15th of August, to
be at the disposal of the new or re-assembled committee of the district for which the fund shall
have been created. The treasurer to be re-appointed.
10. All other committees, on forming relief funds, to appoint treasurers.
11. Correspondence between the committees and her Majesty’s Government to be carried on
through the commissary-general
and it is earnestly requested, with a view of facilitating
public business, that individual members of the committee will communicate their suggestions
or objects of inquiry, at meetings of the committees, to be conveyed to the commissary-general
if considered necessary, so that the correspondence may be
arried on only by the chairman or

secretary of each committee.
12. Applications with respect to Public Works, and correspondence on matters incident to
them, should be addressed to the Board of Works.
13. The attention of each committee should be primarily given to the provisions of the
Relief Act, recently passed (9 and 10 Vic., cap 107), as it prescribes the mode in which relief
is to be afforded by employment on Public Works.
14. The commissary general will supply each committee with copies of the following Acts
and papers
:

Act 9 and 10 Viet., cap. 107, for Relief Works. Also Act 9 and 10 Viet., cap. 109,
granting 50,000/. in aid of Public Works of utility for poor districts.
Act 9 and 10 Viet. cap. 101, to authorize the advance of 1,000,000/. for the improvement of land by Works of Drainage in Ireland.
The Drainage Acts 5 and 6 Viet., cap. 89 8 and 9 Viet., cap. 56 and 9 Viet, cap. 4 ;
;

and where necessary, the Fishery Piers Act, 9
Treasury Minute of the 31st of August, 1846.
Papers on the Drainage of Land.
Papers on the use of Indian Corn and Meal.

A

15.

;

Viet., cap. 3.

most important duty of the members of the relief committees will be to promote, by
and example, improvements in husbandry, the drainage of land, and reclaiming

their influence

of wastes.

The employment

16.

provided by law must be of a public nature ; and the owners and occuland in Ireland are, by the Act 9 and 10 Viet., cap. 107, charged with the expense of

piers of

such

Works

as are indispensably necessary for the subsistence of the destitute poor.

17. The Government has also afforded many facilities towards the general agricultural
improvement of Ireland by drainage, not only of the tin-cultivated, but also of the large proportion of imperfectly cultivated land ; and abundant means have been placed for this purpose
at the disposal of the land-owners, more favourable than heretofore, both as to the rate of

and the period

of re-payment.
18. When Public Works of relief are to be executed, the several Relief Committees in the
barony are to supply to the officers of the Board of Works appointed to conduct them, lists of
persons requiring relief by employment, made up from registers of applicants for relief in the
following order, and not containing a greater number of persons than the officers of works shall
propose to employ from each Relief Division of the barony, having regard to the extent of the
labouring population requiring relief in such division:
interest

1

Persons destitute of means of support who have the largest families wholly depending
on them.
Persons with smaller families wholly depending on them.
All other persons requiring employment on Public Works, for whose support it is

.

2.
3.

actually necessary.
19.

A

mittee.

for the registry of applicants for employment will be supplied to each Comthe applications are received, inquiry should be made to ascertain the real con-

book

As

3
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dition of every applicant, and none should be registered but such as shall
appear to be in actual
necessity of relief, having no other resource or means of acquiring
subsistence

than employment
J

on Public Works.
20.

When

of applicants are supplied to the officers of the Board of Works,
they will
who are to be employed; and when the lists shall not contain
should be stated at foot, giving there the number still requiring
°
employment.
The lists to be revised from time to time at the discretion of the Committees.
21. The Relief Committees are not to interfere with the execution of the works, or with
the
officers or stewards
but it will be at all times open to them to draw the attention of the Board
;
of Works to any occurrences in relation to the works, which, in the opinion
of the Committees
’
are deserving of consideration.
22. It is not to be desired that Relief Committees should carry on works of
relief of the
description for which provision is made in the Act 9 and 10 Vic. c. 107.
All such works
should be submitted for the consideration of the baronial sessions, and if sanctioned
they
J must
be executed only by the Board of Works.
23. When Committees are compelled by circumstances to provide employment from
funds
at their own disposal, it should be limited to small works of local utility; and
they should not
give a higher rate of W'ages, nor exact a smaller quantum of labour, in any
work so caraied on
by them, than is given or required upon works carried on under the superintendence
of the
Board of Works. Such works should be carried on by Committees only to the
extent to
which private employment is proved not to be available. The persons so employed
should be
paid for their labour in proportion to the work actually done, in money, and
not by
1 any
J composition in lieu of w'ages.
24. The means of providing food for the labouring population in lieu of the
potato crops
lost, are fully explained in the Treasury Minute of the 31st
August. The importation of
foreign grain is most properly left exclusively to private enterprise; and
to a certain extent the
distribution, as well as the introduction, is left to the same agency.
25. Donations in aid of subscriptions will be made by his Excellency
the Lord Lieutenant,
which may amount one-half of the amount subscribed, and placed at the
disposal of the Committees, the amount varying according to the circumstances and the
degree of distress to be
issue

work

lists

tickets to the persons

all the applicants registered, this

relieved.

26. On applying for a donation it will be necessary to transmit to the
Commissary-General
a list of the subscriptions actually collected; but the contributions from charity
funds of any
kind should not be included or in any way mixed up with the personal subscriptions.
27. A certificate to the following effect should be affixed to each list of subscriptions,
signed
ol the Committee and Chairman for the time being :

by the Secretary

We certify

that all the Subscriptions set forth in this List have been collected and
paid
to the Treasurer of the
Relief Committee, and that there is not included
in it any sum contributed from funds applicable to charitable purposes.
It is not necessary that the Treasurer’s receipts should be transmitted to the
CommissaryGeneral, they will be called for by the Commissariat officer, who will be directed
to issue the
donations.
28. 'I he Relief Fund formed of the balance remaining from the past period,
subscriptions
for the present period, any other contributions obtained, and the
Lord Lieutenant's donation
will be applicable only to the following purposes :
1.

2.
3.

Providing supplies of Indian corn, or Indian corn meal, or other food
for sale.
Affording relief by employment, if necessary.
Defraying the contingent expenses of the Committee, including
remuneration
services of the Secretary or Clerk.

29.

for the

The

books, correspondence, papers, and accounts of the Relief Committees
should at all
times be open to the inspection of Government officers who will be
appointed to visit each
barony, and who should be furnished with copies of any documents
or accounts they may
r q
Utailed accounts of receipts and expenditure, in the
form of an account current
u Tf'u
should
be kept, and certified copies of them will be required after
the 15th of August 1847.
,

1

W. Stanley,
Additional Instructions relative
1.

to be
2.

to the formation

of Relief Committees.

Secretary.

October 24, 1846.

The Archbishops and Bishops of the Established Church and the Roman Catholic
Church
members of the Relief Committees in the districts where they reside.
As in many cases the principal officiating clergyman may be prevented by other
duties

horn attending regularly at the Relief Committee, he is at liberty
to name one of his assistants
lor each parish committed to Ins charge, to act in his
place, and in towns, one for each district
inio which the parish may have been hitherto divided.
3.

The Commissioners

of Public

Works

to

be members of

all

Committees.

Additional Instructions relative to Grants in aid
of Subscriptions. December 14, 1846.
In consequence of the applications in many unions
of destitute persons to workhouses which
are unable to receive them, and the want which
prevails generally amongst the population of
those districts w-here the poorhouses are full, his
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant is desirous of
givmg a more extended encouragement to subscriptions
made in such localities ; and, where the
circumstances of the case warrant his doing so, the
Commissary-General will be authorized to
zecommend on the usual application, a sum not exceeding
the amount subscribed, havino°
relerence to the extent of destitution in each district.
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Statement

of

Sums

issued in Donations authorized by the Lord Lieutenant in aid of
Subscriptions collected by Relief Committees in Ireland.

Name

Date.

of Committee.

Donation.

Subscription.
|

1846
2S

Ballinspittle district, county

Sept.

Oct. 12

.

Oct. 15

.

Stradone

.

.

,

Oct. 7
Oct. 9

£.

....
....
....

Cork

Mo v don district, county Longford
Lowerliny district, county Sligo
Corran district, county Sligo
Lenamore district, county Longford
.
.
.
Carrickbeg district, county Cork
Ovens district, county Cork
Ardrahan and Kilthomas district, county Galway

Oct. 5
Oct. 6

3G

35
90
30
45

....

.

.

,

county Cavan

district.,

.

.

.

25
100
25

.

60
50
14
150
150
45

Oct. 17
,

Oct. 19.
Oct. 23.
,

,

Oct. 24.
Oct. 27.

county Donegal
Dromard district, county Sligo
Inver district, county Donegal .
.
.
.
Manorhamilton district, county Leitrim
Killnoran district, county Galway .
.
.
.
Eglish district, King’s county
Kilcummin and Noliaval district, county Kerry.
Moynalty district, countv Meath
Donoghmore district, county Cork
Timoleague district, county Cork
f Drumholm
and Rossnowlough district, county

....
....
....

,,
(
,

Oct. 28
Oct. 29.
Oct. 30.
,,
,

Oct. 31.

Nov.

3.

.

district,

Donegal
Skreen district, county Sligo
Corran district, county Sligo
Rathcormac district, county Cork
Rathangan district, county Kildare
Clogher district, county Tyrone
Mallow district, county Cork

r
.

.

.

.

Kilbolane district, countv
Castletown delvin district, county
Woodford district, county

,

.

.

Edgworthtown district, county Longford
Lenaskea district,-county Fermanagh
Castlelyons district, county Cork

.

.

.

.

,

.

,

Nov. 7
Nov. 9

.

.

Nov. 10.
Nov. 12.
,

Nov. 13.
Nov. 14.
Nov. 16.

Nov. 18
Nov. 21
,

Nov. 24
,

,

Nov. 25

Boyle district, county Roscommon
.
Passage West district, county Cork
Bally nacargv district, countv Westmeath
Swineford district, county Mavo
.
.

Knockninny district, county Fermanagh
Tullin Carrick district, county Donegal
Castlepollard district, county Westmeath

,

Nov. 26
Nov. 27
,

Nov. 28
Nov. 30
*

Printed

image

digitised

.

.

district,

district,

7

0

23

0
2

0

0
0
0

0
0
0
0

3

0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0

7

5?
19

0
0

125
50
8
84

23
250
210

.

118

.

25

.

38
78
29
35
105

.

...

....

•

Digitisation Unit

0

0

24

.

0
0

0

0
0
0

:

6

0

0
0
0
0
0
0

41 10
114 16
61 0
92 0
33 0
66 0
120 12

6

0
0
0

26 6 6
54 18 LO
82 13 6

0

4
2

-

0
0

0
0
0

0

167
184
27 17
266 16
67 18
132 6
184 0
48 0
255 12

7

0
6
10

2
3
0

0
0
6

0
0
0

107

168

5

0

0

46
500
436
238

0
0

0
0

2

16 15

0
0

0

6
2

0

6

6

4
0

0

15

0
0

11-7

.7

G

39

.0

4

0
0

0.

0
0
0
0

59

0

96
50
85
75
75
40
250

0
0
0
0
0
0

0

0

0
0

0
0
2

319 5
355 0
143 2
116 15

0
0
0
0
0
0

13

LO

31

0
0
0

13 0
27 0
41 0
83 10
92 0

0

Killibeg district, county!
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470

0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

county Westmeath
county Cavan
Hollymount district, county Mayo .
Doonass, county Clare
Allen, county Kildare
Rower and Clonamcrv district, county Kilkenny
Brookeborough district, county Fermanagh

Cloumellon

TuMyhunco

0
0
0

0

10

.

Clare

0
0

0
5

0

33

Templederry district, county Tipperary
Clashmore district, county Waterford

Lower

0
0

0

0

65
.92

....

district, county.

2
0

10
10
0
0
0
0

130

....

Kilrush

0
0

11

0
0
0

.

.

Inniskeel and

1

0

235

0

0

,

county Sligo
Kilmichael district, county Cork
Stradone district, county Cavan
.
.
.
Newcastle district, county Limerick
Schull district, county Cork
Galway district, countv Galway
.
.
.
Lune district, couhly Meath
Carrick on Suir district, county Tipperary
Swineford district, county Mayo
Villierstown district, county Waterford
Macquire Bridge district, county Fermanagh
Tirerill district,

5C
12C

0
0
0

0

0

13
15

205

0

0

16

.

....
.

....

,

Nov. 6

0

0

33
60

....

district,

district,

0

0
0
0

14

30
45

county Clare

county Monaghan
county Monaghan
Kilcredan district, countv Cork
Killevan

Nov. 5

district,

Barony of Coole district, county Fermanagh
Boycetown district, county Meath

Aughabog

,

d.

10

250
95
20

15
150
170
70
55
20
57

....
....
Cork
....
West Meath.
Galway ....
Galway
Cork ....

O’Brien’s Bridge

,

,

s.

64
7C
181
6c
94
22
51

105 0
2S
1
300 0
300 0
91 0
29 5
517 17
194 0
41 11
22 10

11

Ballinspittle district, county

,

,

£.

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

;

Ballinakill district, countv

Nov. 4

s.

0
0

11

Carrigallen district, county Leitrim

Gweedore

s

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
6

0

11

0

3
0
0

0

118

0

0

192

2
5

0

0
9

0
0

9

0

2
0

0

0
0
0
0
0

0

0

0

53
76

159
58
70
.211

.

100
172
153
152
82
500

•

6
8

6
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issued in Donations, See,.—continued.

of Committee.

Donation.

I

1846
Dec. 1

Inniskeel and

.

Lower Killybegs

£.

s.

d.

6

6

0

12 15

166 0
16 10
25 0
150 0
175 0
90 0
85 0
54 0
115 0
180 0
35 0
172 10

0
0

0

334 0
33 5
50 10
300 19
353 13

district,

connty Kildare

....

Ballinakill Clifden district, county

Ballina district, county

Dec. 4
Dec. 5

Parney

Mayo

0
0
0
0
0

169 19
109 15
230 19
360 2

.

Galway
.

.

county Monaghan .
Tarbert district, county Kerry .
.
.
Murher district, county Kerry .
Knockanure district, county Kerry .
.
Ballylongford district, county Kerry
.
Kinsale district, county Cork
.
Collinstown district, county Westmeath
Castleblayney district, county Monaghan
Parsonstown district. King’s county
Doneraile district, county Cork .
Clonbroney district, county Longford
Skreen district, county Sligo
Kenry district, county Limerick .
.

Dec. 8 .
Dec. 10

district,

200

Blackrock and Stillorgan district, county Dublin
Durmamanagh district, county Tyrone
Carrie and Lady’s Island district, county
Wexford

Dec. 15
Dec 17

Killaloe district, county Clare .
district, county Wexford
Tralee district, county Kerry
.
Inchigahagh district, county Cork .
Fethard district, county Wexford .
Ashford district, county Wicklow .
Clancurry district, county Kildare .
Hacketstown district, county Carlow
Clifden district, county Galway
Clonalty and Clogher district, county Tippei
Templemore district, county Tipperary
Leyney Upper district, county Sligo
Clonakilty district, county Cork
.
Skibbereen, in aid of Ceylon subscription
Macroom district, county Cork
Carlanstown district, county Meath
Carrigallen district, county Leitrim
Ballymackey district, county Tipperary
Balrothery district, county Dublin .
Ballygauley district, county Tyrone
Wexford district, county Wexford
Stackallen district, county Meath
Fethard district, county Tipperary
Kells district, county Meath
.
Roscrea district, county Tipperary
Forkhill district, county Armagh .
North Feakle district, county Clare
Keady district, county Armagh
Rathmoylan district, county Meath
Durrow district, Queen’s County
Horetown and Kilgarvin district, county Wex

Newtown Barry

Dec. 22

Dec. 23

Dec. 23
Dec. 24

....

ford.

Clare

Abbey and Killone

district,

county Clare

Kilinastalla district, county Tipperary.

Skryne

West

district,

county Meath

.

Ballinakill district, county

Swineford

Galway

county Mayo
Charlemont district, couuty Armagh
district,

1

.

French Park

district,

county

.

,

Rathdown district, county Wicklow
Limerick city district, county Limerick
Bohola district, county Mayo
.

Inchiquin district, county Clare
Balrathboyne district, county Meath
Freshford district, county Kilkenny

Tullyhunco

Dunbrody
Ballybav
Virginia

Printed

image

digitised

county Cavan .
county Wexford
county Monaghan
county Cavan

district,

district,

district,

district,

d.

s.

150
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0

6
6

0
0
0
0

55 13
371 0

0

0
0

490 19

0

0

0

136 11

6

0

109

l£

276 10 10
124 2 6

5

0

0

0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0

0

0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0

0

0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0

0
0
0
0

0

30

0

0

40
135

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

200
22

0
2
0

0

0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

33
45
150
135

6

0

0
0

170
60
180
100
36
200
40
92
90
130
300
80
300
260
190
113
114
250
160
140

71 17

345 15
400 0
378 3
63 0

0

0

0
0
0

2

0

0

0

180

0

0
0

54 10
138

190

Roscommoi

Killargie district, county Leitrim

0

0

62
475
78
84

17

Carrickbeg district, County Waterford
Clarina district, county Limerick .

0

189 0
31 10
27 10
185 0
0

245
68

0

0

951 11 0
156 10 0
167 3 2
254 13 3
65 14 0
89 18 0
163 15 0
139 6 11
177 19 4

60
189
100
36

0

245

2

0

6

6
0
0

0
5

6

60
92

0
8
137 12
137 2
562 13
100 0

300
269
197
113
114
252
204
142

0

6
0
8
1£
0
0
0

11

14
10

6
2
0
0
0
0

7

10
15
13
1

58 10
40
135
206
22
17

0
0

4

0
0

0

0

0

0
0

0

0

198

7

40 0 0
339 0 0
300 0 0
40 0 0
250 0 0
250 0 0
32 0 0
212 0 0
110 0 0

40
339
300

8

0

0

0

0

0

1847
Jan.

£.

district, county'

Donegal
Kildare

Upper Sarah, county Cavan

Subscription.

31

0

70

0

S5
100
236

0

0
0

Digitisation Unit

0
0
0
0
0

65 15

0

6

347 11
500 0
32 0
212 10

0
0

137

0

0
0
70 0
128 16
175 3
236 0
31

0

0
0
0
1

6
0
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Statement of

Name

No.

Sums

issued in Donations, &c.

1847

....
....

.

scription
St.

Jan. 6

.

Peter’s and

.

........

.

Drum

district,

Tyrrell's Pass district, county

Jan. 8

.

,
,
,
,

Jan. 9

.

,

,

Westmeath

.

county Westmeath
Rathcooner district, county Cork
Clam downing district, county Kildare .
Poyntz Pass district, county Armagh .
Chapelizod district, county Dublin
Killegny district, county Wexford
Clonmore district, county Carlow
Rathconrath district, county Westmeath
Creggs district, county Galway
Kinsalebeg district, county Waterford .
Mountnugent district, county Cavan .
Kilcool district, county Wicklow
Gorey district, countv Wexford
Mitchellstown district, county Cork
Killucnn district, county Westmeath .
Castlerichard district, county Meath
.
Douglas district, countv Cork
Nethercross district, county Dublin
district,

....
.

....
....
....
....

Jan. 12
,
,
,

,

Nantinan and Cappagh

district,

county Lime-1

,

,

0

83
125
134
170
135
171

0
0
0

0

0

0

0
0
0

0
0

0

2
0

5

3

83

0

0

d.

0

9

188 19

0

0
0
0

s.

41

5

0

155 17
134 13
178 17
135 15
171
5
121
5
40 8

0
0

6
0
0
0

8i

77

0

0

305

0

0

102
178
153
57
55
146
385
180
85
77
305

10

0
0

103

0

0

103 17

6

0
0
0

0
0

0

0
0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0

0
0

15

15
7

12
18
0
11
15

10

0

0
0
6
6
0
0
10
0

0

51

0

0

441
121
41

0
0

0

441

0

0

0
0

121
41

14

0
0

0

0

0
0

39 0
248 5
92 8
209 0
505 12
229 13
85 8
44 0
47 0

9
6
0
0

39
24S
140

0

100

44
47
21
27
110
101
35
80
85

....

,

0

209
505

....

,

, ,

ICO

229

....
....

,

72

d.

s.

|

......

,

£.
200
113

0

.85

.

....

,

0

0

35
102
178
153
57
55
146
385
ISO

Kilbarron district, county Tipperary
.
Tullamore and Lynally district, King’s County
JKiltennel district, county Wexford
.
Eglish district, King’s County
Rathaspic district, county Wexford
Cavan district, county Cavan
Skull district, county Cork
Castlemavner district, county Cork
.
.
Athy district, county Kildare
Aughncady district, county Tyrone
.
.
.
Clogher district, county Tyrone
Crossroads district, county Donegal
Kilreekle district, county Galway
Roundstone district, county Galway
Drumkeeran district, county Leitrim .
Knock district, Queen’s County
Strokestoun district, county Rosscommon
Ballingarry district, county Tipperary
Goleen district, county Cork
Churchtown district, county Cork
Kilkenny district, county Kilkenny
.
.
.

,

,
,

,

0

72

121

....
....

Jan. 11

Jan. 13

Brawney

county Roscom-

Subscription.

200
113

£.

Cashel district, county Tipperary
Innishannon district, county Cork
Cong district, County Galway, Ceylon sub-

,

Jan. 5

continued.

Donation.

of Committee.

407

0

0
0
0

0

0

0

accept

my

0

27
110

0

0

85
407

2
4

0

j.30,062 10

0
0

0

0

0
0

0
101 17
35 10
80 0

R. S.

to

0

21

ROUTH,

0

4
0
[0

6

0
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0
6
8
C. G.

Commissary-General Hewetson.

January

Pray

2

0

0
0
0

14, 1847.

Mr. Trevelyan

0

0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0,629 16

Dublin Castle, January

51 10

thanks for your

letter dated the

12, 1847.

8th instant, and

its

enclosure.

Captain Mann is doing excellent service under your directions in rousing the
Relief Committees to a sense of their duty, and establishing soup-kitchens; and
we hope you will turn the practical ability he has discovered to the best possible

him round to organize all the neighbouring districts in the
same manner.
I have written to the Admiralty to request that you may be furnished with a
lighter such as you desire.

account, and send
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Commissary-General Hewetson.

to

Dingle, January 13, 1847.
I

beg

made known the contents of your letter
the Committee, and informed them that the depot would be

leave to inform you, that I

of the 1st instant to

opened on Mondays and Thursdays, for the purpose of affording relief to remote
districts.
I have selected seven parishes, all branches of the Cork Agency Poor
Relief Committee to be supplied from the depot, and have fixed upon the abovementioned days for issuing to them, these parishes being the most in need of
immediate relief, and I have written to the members, in order that they might
avail themselves of the means opened to them for relieving their destitute poor as
;
yet but two districts have availed themselves, but I am certain they will all do so
immediately.
I am doing all in my power to urge upon the Committees the absolute necessity of their opening soup houses, and impressing upon them the very
great relief they would by so doing afford the people.
The Treasurer informed me
that it was his intention to get up two boilers in the town of Dingle, and that he
had sent for peas and barley for the soup. An inquest has been held on the man’s
death, which took place to the west of Dingle, about two months since, and who
was reported to have died from starvation ; his wife, on examination at the inquest
by Lord Ventry, denied that he died from such cause. The jury returned a verdict,
that he died partly from starvation.
The resident gentry to the west are but few,
viz., Lord Ventry, Rev. Messrs. Goodman, Mori art)', and Hamilton, Protestant
clergymen. Rev. Messrs. Houlihan and Connors, Roman Catholics. The two
latter Protestant clergymen have established soup houses in their parishes.
The
Committees are well aware of the very great encouragement intended by the
Government in giving them donations equal to the amount of their subscriptions;
and I am continually impressing it upon their minds. The districts which I have
selected, as being the most in want, and the population the greatest, would, at the
very lowest calculation, require a supply of from twelve to fourteen tons per week,
say one ton to each parish, on every day of issue, and yet it is but a mere trifle for
such a multitude of people. This is the plan I intend to pursue, which, I hope, will
meet your approbation ; and I hope to have a sufficiency to carry me on until the
latter end of the month of March.
There is a charitable society in this town,
which I can truly say has done more good for the poor than the Committee has
done.
The Rev. Mr. Divine called at the depotto know if that society could obtain
some relief, pending the arrival of the supplies purchased by the Committee since
last November, and now lying at Haulbowne, from which channel they were usually
supplied.

Treasury Minute.
January

Write

to the

Chairman of the

14, 1847.

British Association for the relief of the

remote parts of Ireland and Scotland, and state that in consequence
of the communication received yesterday from the Committee, orders have been
issued, at the instance of this Board, by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, to Admiral Sir Hugh Pigot, commanding on the Irish station, to consider
the operations of the Committee as identical, for the present, with the Government operations, and to furnish the Committee or their officers with every
distress in the

assistance they may require in store-room, ships, or co-operation of naval estaband in all other points, so far as the means at his disposal will admit.
Also state that their Lordships will be prepared to pay the freight of any
supplies which the Committee may send from time to time to Ireland or
Scotland, and it appears to
Lords that the most convenient plan will be for
the Committee to hire what freight they require for this purpose, and to send the

lishments,

my

accounts to this Board, with the usual vouchers, for payment.

Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

Dublin Castle, January 14, 1847.
I have the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right
Hon. my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, two further reports
from Assistant Commissary-General Bishop, and I shall continue to communicate them as they reach me, and on his conclusion of this duty, I shall
submit to you a brief summary of the measures that have been taken or which
it may be necessary to adopt.
3 S
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Enclosures.

Mr. Bishop

to Sir

R. Routh.
Sldbhcreen,

January 10, 1847.

With further reference to
Report of last night, I beg respectfully to direct your
attention to one of the latter paragraphs, in which I ventured to suggest that a central depot
should, if practicable, be established for supplying the Relief Committees in the Skull and

my

Kilrnoe

extending their relief to the shores of Dunmanus Bay, and, if possible, as far
These districts contain an entire pauper population of about 28,000 souls.
There is no food in the country to rely upon. The remoteness of the position attracts but
little consideration from the trade.
The small quantity of wheaten meal taken into the country
by the huxter is retailed at 2,9. 10<7., and Indian corn meal at 3s. per stone; this meal is much
adulterated : thus a large portion of the people are solely dependent upon the exertions of the
Relief Committees, who obtain an uncertain supply from Cork and Skibbereen. The carriage
adds greatly to the cost ; and the Committees will not, owing to the frequent robberies of their
stores, risk the purchase of any large quantity.
The harbour at. Long Island appears to offer the best and safest position for a floating depot,
or even the harbour of Skull ; but the former is preferable from the depth of water and absence
of all danger for vessels of any tonnage.
An excellent road to the landing-place opposite
Long Island will shortly be completed, which opens a communication from the strand to all
parts of the district.
I am induced to recommend this situation in consequence of its beinw
central to the population, otherwise Crookhaven affords the same facility of harbour.
Food
should be placed within reach in these remote districts of the Committees, particularly where
they cannot venture to keep any store by them.
When at Skull, on Thursday last, I recommended that a small sale of two tons of meal and two tons of biscuit should be made from the
depot at Skibbereen to the Skull Committee : the provision was procured and deposited in
their store, which was broken into during the night and the greater part of the biscuit stolen.
The Government store at Skibbereen can conveniently supply that immediate locality,
Baltimore, Castlehaven, and Castletownsend ; but the Skull and Kilmoe districts (the latter
26 miles from Skibbereen) are rather remote for land carriage during the rainy season and the
present execrable state of the roads.
The districts of Durries and Kilcrohane, with a population of ten thousand (10,000) souls, are not at present in such extreme distress as Skull and
districts,

as Kilcrohane.

Kilmoe.
The Coast Guard store

at Skull is capable of containing

might be deposited at the police barrack

10 tons of meal, and seven (7) tons

in the village.

From Mr. Bishop to

Sir

R. Routh.
Skibbereen,

January 11,1 847.

With reference to my letter. No. 11, of the 9th instant, I have now the honour of
transmitting a list of subscriptions raised at Baltimore, for the establishment and support of
soup kitchens at that place, and on the islands of Shirkeen and Clear ; upon which lists the
aid of Government, as promised in your letter. No. 6, is solicited.
I yesterday visited the district of Myross, and on to Glandore, at which place there is a wellconducted soup establishment, upon a small private fund. An excellent soup is sold for a halfpenny a quart, and a quarter of a pound of buiscuit for another half-penny. There is great
distress in this neighbourhood.
I have recommended the Committee to submit a list of their
subscriptions, and to solicit Government aid in support of their funds to enable them to extend
the sale of soup.
I have been applied to by other Committees in this neighbourhood, who have soup establishments in operation upon private funds, namely at Aghadown, Kilcoe, and Carrighue; they
solicit that some Government aid should be added to their funds, to enable them to extend the
distribution of soup.
I have requested them to furnish me with a list of subscriptions, and a
statement of their funds, which shall be submitted for consideration.
I have not yet received a subscription list from Crookhaven.

I trust that in entertaining solicitations from Committees, not named in my letter of instrucam not exceeding the directions given to me. The great mass of the population in the
western division of this barony, is suffering under an extreme privation of food, attended with
a fearful extent of sickness, which deprives numbers of the power of earning the means of
purchasing food for their families. Soup establishments, in localities where the population is
much scattered, can only be really serviceable by being numerous, it is with this view that
I am led to recommend the solicitations of Committees, for an increase to their soup
tions, I

funds.
I meet the Relief Committee at Bantry, to-morrow, and proceed the following day towards
Castletown ; the weather is so very severe, and the road so cut up, that my progress is slow.
I fear I cannot now avoid giving the “anonymous” 257. to the “ Castletown Soup Fund,”
it to Lord Bantry, as an inducement to his Lordship to press for subscriptions,

having named

prior to the receipt of your letter.

No. 7 (c. 1473).
Since writing the above, I have received a list of subscriptions raised at Crookhaven, towards
the formation of soup establishments in that neighbourhood.
The list is herewith.
I shall return to Skibbereen on Friday next, if practicable, where I hope to receive your
replies.
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Mr. Trevelyan.

to

January 15, 1847.
Shannon with supplies to the trade, and

the latter end of the next month I hope to see the Pool alive with arrivals;
I believe I have before observed to you, that the nature of the
employment on
public works must cause more fever than in ordinary years.
When the potato was
abundant, the labourer having his “ lazy bed,” as the potato field is
very properlytermed, on a wet cold day would not work
now, whatever the state of the
;
weather, lie must expose himself, consequently with poor and insufficient
food,
scanty raiment, and often want of fuel for firing, he sinks into low
fever.
I am
only surprised it is not, under the circumstances, more general and more
fatal.
I think generally they are doing more to the
land, and in potato fields abandoned
in despair last autumn, they now ploughing for oats, or digging with
spade labour ;
numbers of small sound tubers quite fit for seed, are found, and the people
everywhere are picking them for planting. I trust more will be done this way than we

were inclined

to expect.

Mr. Trevelyan

Routh.

to Sir R.

Treasury , January 16, 1847.
Y°u
see from tlie accompanying copy of my letter of
to-day, to
Captam Hamilton, that the “Tartarus," the “Geyser,” the “ Emerald,”
and
‘Mercury,” and the “ Sphynx,” will proceed at the earliest practicable
'

.

date to

Cork, to receive your orders in regard to their ultimate destination,
and you
wdl, therefore, make such communication as you may think
proper on this
subject to

Admiral Pigot.

One of the vessels which have already been despatched might be ordered
on
at once to Long Island, to be stationed there as a depot,
and I have ordered
Deputy Assistant Commissary-General Moore to proceed at once to
Dublin in
case you should require him for this service.
I received this morning your general report, which is quite
satisfactory; and
considering the short time you had to prepare it, it is more
complete than
1 had expected.

What you now have to do is to go on organizing the whole country, at least
all the distressed parts of it (and it is now difficult to
say which are not distressed) for the distribution of food to the destitute, and to
assist the Committees
liberal donations.

by

We

shall be ready to attend to any suggestion you may
have to make in
regard to boilers, or on any other point.
I sent yesterday to the Admiralty the names of several
naval officers

have volunteered for this
qualified for

who

might learn how

service, in order that I

far they are

it.

Mr. Trevelyan

to Captain

Hamilton.
Treasury, January 16, 1847.

I proceed to answer your letter of yesterday about the
arrangements
for carrying food to Ireland and Scotland.
‘
‘

2nd

Dragon,”

class steamer,

Is loaded and leaves

Deptford

to-morrow evening for Kinsale,
taking the “ Ant ” in tow on
her way to Castle Clare and

F ergus“river.
2nd

1

No

|

remark,

J

“ Centaur,”
Nearly loaded at Deptford'
No remark; satisfactory
class steamer, taking 500 tons of meal and
orders having been already
peas to Tobermory and Porissued, as agreed between us.
tree.
j

[
I

“ Tartarus,”
4th class steamer.

Manned

morning from
Portsmouth, a crew of officers
and men having come up by
this

railway for that purpose.
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“ Geyser,”

3rd

class steamer.

“ Emerald ” and
“ Mercury,”
(Cutters.)

3rd

Loading at Portsmouth, with
1000 sacks of meal, will he
ready to-morrow.
Tenders

at

to-day ;
meal for Cork.
sailed

Should proceed to Cork
for Sir R. Routh’s orders.

Portsmouth
with

Should afterwards proceed
by Sir R. Routh.

loaded

as directed

“ Sphynx,”
Arrived at Plymouth; or-]
Should proceed to Cork
class steamer, dered to land guns, &c., and for orders
from Sir R.
(
load with meal for Ireland or Routh, unless otherwise in
Scotland.
the mean time directed.
“ Scourge,”
Ordered to Bristol to take]
I

3rd

class steamer,

a cargo for the British Asso- >
ciation for relief, to Ireland.

“Urgent,”
1st class

home

packet.

No

remark.

No

remark.

J

Ordered to be ready to
)
receive a cargo from the As-J
sociation at Liverpool, and pro- >
1

ceed to West of Scotland or
North of Ireland.
J

be necessary, in order to preserve the regularity of the accounts, See.,
that I should be furnished with the receipt of the master or clerk in charge
of the meal, &c., belonging to the Government, which constitutes the cargo oi
each of the vessels despatched on this service, in order that I may forward it
to Sir R. Routh, or Sir E. Coffin, as the case may be.
I shall send copies of this letter to both these officers.
It will

Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

Routh.
January

16, 1847.

The accompanying paper from the Admiralty contains two propositions,
on which we wish to have your opinion before any final directions are given.
First. That dried peas should be ground and mixed with wheaten or barley
meal in the proportion of half and half and.
Secondly. That the Government bakehouses in the victualling yards should
be employed in the manufacture of whole wheaten meal biscuit, and that the
whole meal should be purchased by contract, in order to leave the Government
mills entirely free for grinding meal to be sent off at once in that shape.
As far as our information goes we are in favour of both propositions, and only
wait for your concurrence, and for any suggestions you may have to make, to
request the Admiralty to act upon the plan to a considerable extent.
;

Enclosure.

Mr. Grant

to the

Secretary

of the

Admiralty.

Admiralty January 14, 1846.
view of increasing the means of the supply of food for the Scotch and Irish
the first place,
That the whole power of the Government should be employed continuously for this purpose.
Secondly. That means should be adopted for the purchase of peas, as the supply of Indian
corn and barley are falling short of the demand ; peas may be freely purchased in the neighbourhood of Portsmouth and Plymouth. Peas-meal mixed either with wheaten or barley-meal,
in the proportion of half and half, makes a nutritous diet.
Thirdly. That a proportion of the Government bakehouses should be employed for the
manufacture of whole wheaten meal biscuit. This might be effected without interfering (under
a proper regulated system of work) with the supply of biscuit for Her Majesty’s navy.
The quantity of disposable biscuit thus obtained would average 50,000 lbs. daily.
Fourthly. That biscuit-meal of the usual quality for the supply of the navy, as well as the
required supply of whole meal, should be purchased by contract, and which may be obtained
at a price not exceeding materially the cost of manufacturing it at the Government establishments, thus leaving the whole power of the Government flour mills to meet the present
,

With the

I

would suggest,

in

exigency.
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Mr. Trevelyan.
Committee Room, South Sea House,
January 16, 1847.

The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company having generously granted the use of the “ Royal Tar” to convey about 200 tons of
am directed by the Committee to
request that you will obtain from the Board of Admiralty an order to their
Haulbowline Island, Cove of Cork, to receive this cargo, and hold it
in safe keeping, subject to the orders of the Committee, or their agent, Commander Harston, and also to receive and hold, subject to the same orders,
further cargoes.
The cargo for the “ Royal Tar” is now being despatched for that vessel at
Southampton, and she wdl sail on Monday or Tuesday next.
provisions, already purchased, to Ireland, I
officer at

Treasury Minute on the

above.

Transmit a copy of this letter to the Secretary to the Admiralty, and request
that he will move the Lords Commissioners to give directions for any supplies
of food which the British Relief Association may send to Cork, to be stored
in the Government magazines at Haulbowline, and to be held at the disposal of
Captain Harston, R. N., who is acting as agent to the Association ; and also for
every necessary assistance being given in unshipping, storing, and reshipping
the cargoes.

Also state that it is their Lordships’ wish that the vessels of Her Majesty’s
navy should be employed, as far as they can be spared from other necessary
services, in conveying supplies of food purchased by the Committee, both
between this country and Haulbowline, and between Haulbowline and the places
at which the food may be required.
Transmit a copy of this Letter and Minute to Sir R. Routh for his information.
Transmit a copy of the Minute to the Chairman of the Association for the
information of the Committee.

Mr. Trevelyan,

to Lieut.-Colonel

Douglas.
January

The

18, 184/.

made

against the Liverpool and other merchants evidently
grounds.
They cannot help either the excessive
demand or the very insufficient supply, and these and not the cost price, are
the circumstances which regulate the selling price of articles. If the corn had
been obtained by them in America, without any payment whatever, they must
equally have sold at the existing prices, which have been raised to their present
height by the competition of the buyers, who in their eagerness to lay in
their stocks, never thought of cost price, or of anything else except the object
It can, however, hardly be necessary to reimmediately before them.
mind you that high prices are the natural check upon the over rapid consumption of an insufficient stock of food, and that, greatly as we suffer now,
we might suffer before long still more intensely if this check were to be
removed by any artificial interference. It must also be remembered, that
high prices are indispensably necessary to enable us to get our share of the
supplies of grain in America, the Black Sea, &c., for the scarcity prevails in
France, Belgium, and elsewhere, as much or almost as much as it does in the
rests

on

attack

insufficient

United Kingdom.
This reasoning, of course, applies only to the present period for it is to be
hoped, that the comparatively low cost price in America will induce others
besides Mr. Bianconi to order corn from abroad, and this, by increasing the
supply, will lower the prices.
The high prices here will also raise the prices
in America, and draw down larger quantities of corn from the interior.
;
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Sir R.

Routh

to

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle Dublin, January 19, 1847.
I find 5000 of the starving inhabitants of Castletown Berehaven, belong to
a mining society for copper, of Tenby, South Wales, and the distress has arisen
from the long easterly winds which have kept their supplies at sea, and
establishments
,

in part

thrown their
lation there,
delay.

on

and sending four tons

Sir R.

W e have, and are supplying the whole popu-

us.

to

Routii

Kenmare, who are experiencing the same

to

Mr. Trevelyan.
The

Castle , Dublin,

January

19, 1847.

Nothing can be better than peas in any shape, and the Indian corn meal
shipped from America is not unfrequently mixed with pea-flour even alone it
;
makes good

bread.

I write to-day to Sir

Hugh Pigot

about the floating depot at Long Island.
Our stores have arrived at Castletown Berehaven, and I have sent a supply
from thence to Kenmare, in consequence of some disappointment which that

Committee experienced.

We could not have more depots than now exist with any public advantage
it be some temporary constabulary depots called for by some occasional
emergency. If we had more, we could not keep them supplied, and it has taken
much time and labour to bring these to their present state of completion.
They were in no case open too late, for in point of fact they were always open
when the Committees could not be supplied by the trade.
At Sligo, we did not close them at all until the end of October, and then
only when private enterprise commenced and the trade importation began to
unless

arrive.

Our prices, when we did sell, were always governed by those of Cork and
Liverpool.
had no other system that we could safely follow, for if we had
sold at lower prices, the trade would not have imported a single barrel.
I observe that the “Tartarus,” the “Geyser,” the “Emerald,” and “Mercury,” and the “ Sphynx,” are loading for Cork, there to receive their des-

We

tination.
I shall

Long Island, and fill up
go to Kilrush, and of these details

send the largest to

any thing over

to

Sir R.

Routh

to

all

the Kerry depots, and

I shall apprise you.

Mr. Trevelyan.

The Castle, Dublin , January 19, 1847.
I hAVE the honour to lay before you, for the information of the Right
my Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, copies of two further
reports from Assistant Commissary-General Bishop, from Skibbereen, dated

Hon.

15th and 16th instant.
And with reference to your letter of the 7th instant, I submit, also, a report
from Mr. Bishop, on the subject of the two communications addressed to Sir
George Grey, and transmitted in your communication referred to.

*

Enclosure.

Assistant Commissary-General

Bishop

to Sir

R. Routh.

Skibbereen,

January

16, 1847.

I have the honour to report, that I visited the Relief Committee at Bantry, on Tuesday
and submitted the object of my visit to this part of the country, that of establishing soup
kitchens.
1 further informed them of the extent to which I was authorized to meet any local
subscriptions.
There is one soup establishment in operation in the town of Bantry, producing
120 gallons daily. It is desirable that this quantity should be extended. The enclosed list of
subscriptions from Bantry has this day reached me.
It is not in form, I however send it
forward, in preference to incurring the delay which would arise by sending it back to Bantry,
where the poor-house is full, and consequently a great mass of the paupers is thrown upon the
last,

soup-relief.

At

Glengarriff,

and through

the line of country to Ardrigole there is great distress

fering, notwithstanding the large
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of Bere there is a greater proportion of the population employed on the
roads, over 3000, than
in any barony 1 have visited.
The mountainous and rocky nature of the country, limits the
engineer to particular localities, consequently many of the poor
people have at least five miles
of heavy mountain tract to walk daily from their cabins to the works, and
the same returning.
1 ho sole dependence of these people was upon the potato.
The quantity of corn produced in
the barony has always been small.
It is now nearly exhausted.
At Castletown last week 'he
markets were so completely emptied, that people who could afford it, had to
send to Bantry a
distance of 3 j miles for a loaf of bread. All classes there were
suffering till the arrival of some
from
with
vessels

Cork

provisions.

I have urged the very few residents at Glengarriff to use their
best efforts to raise some
subscriptions.
I offered them 10/. from the “Anonymous Fund,” and
to double all thev can
raise by subscriptions.
I was in hopes to have received a list from Glengarriff in time for
this
post.

At Ardrigole, the rector has a small soup establishment in operation
upon a private fund
which is doing much good. The distress is so great about Ardrigole, that
it is very desirable
the “funds’ should be increased.
The rector is endeavouring to raise some subscription, but
as he stands alone in his locality, I fear it will not be much.
I therefore propose on receiving
his list to recommend some additional assistance beyond
the “pound for pound.”
Soup
establishments at Glengarriff, and at Ardrigole, cannot be too extensively
encouraged.
At
e,own
found a & reat want of unanimity in the Relief Committee.
In fact it is
\
j
in such bad “ working order that I could not gain much information
as to the actual
».

•

’

extent of

distress in the district. It has been, from all accounts, great,
with some acute suffering, which
the very opportune arrival of the “ Dee” steamer from Cork, on
Thursday last, with provisions,
has checked. I his barony is now so exclusively dependent upon
foreign supplies, that it should
be carefully watched.
There is a small soup establishment in operation at Castletown, supported
by a private fund
which I regretted to observe for the first time, was the cause of much
acrimonious discussion
between the clergy of the two churches. So strong that I yet doubt
whether my efforts to
establish a soup kitchen upon a more extended footing will be
met with sufficient unanimity to
be of service. This is to be deplored, for there is a great extent, of misery
in the neighbourhood.
I offered the Committee “ pound for pound” of any sum they
can raise by local subscription, and I will add 15/. from the “ Anonymous Fund.”
I have written to Lord Bandon, suggesting for the consideration
of his Lordship, the expediency of appointing a District Committee for the east part of the
Barony of Bere from
Glengarriff to Ardrigole, to meet at the former place.
The distance from Castletown to Glengarnff, 25 miles, is too great for the poor of the latter place
to derive any relief from the
Castletown Committee.
The difficuliy of obtaining “boilers” for the “soup,” is great, and causes at this moment an
unfortunate delay— frequently of many weeks.
This is very serious. If a few “ iron boilers ”
varying in size from 60 to 120 gallons, could be sent direct from Liverpool
to Cork, to be distributed
as a part of
to the

Soup Committees

the donation,

would afford great

it

assistance.

There

is a “ foundry ” in Cork where some few may be perhaps
procured. I will make inquiries there
Throughout the Barony of Bere, as in most others I have visited, every description
of labour,
whether agricultural, the fisheries, or otherwise, is totally abandoned for the
Public Works!
get immediate employment upon a “road” starves upon
expectation,
rather than put hand to the soil, or launch a boat upon his own account.

The man who cannot

Assistant Commissary-General

Bishop

to Sir

R. Routh.

Skibbereen,
I

2nd

January

15, 1847.

I HAVE had the honour of receiving your letter
No. 7 B. (c. 1483,)
duly received the letter of credit for £75 which accompanied your communication
of the
instant, No. 6, which sum will be thus appropriated.

To
, ,
,

,

,

,

Baltimore

Crookhaven

£25
£25

.

Castletown
Glengarriff

£15

!

£10—— £25

When

I submitted to you the list of subscriptions received at Skull, on the 9th instant, your
No. 7, of the 8th instant, suggesting that a portion of the above sum should be given to
Skull, had not readied me.

letter

Assistant Commissary-General

Bishop

to Sir R.

Routh.

Skibbereen, January 15, 1847.
I H ave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1
1th instant, (which
has reached me this evening on my return from Berehaven), transmitting two
enclosures
addressed to the Right Honourable Sir George Grey, and calling upon me, by desire
of the
Lords of the Treasury, to report upon the statement set forth in these papers.
I beg leave to premise by stating that the gentlemen
whose names are attached to the documents are of unquestionable respectability. One, the Dean of Cork, Dr. Newman, of whom I
have some, previous personal knowledge, is a mild, careful investigator of truth, and any statement from him upon the condition of the country, would, I think, be put forth with much
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The other gentleman, the Rev. Charles Caulfield, is the Protestant curate of
“ Creagh,” about four miles from Skibbereen he is much respected, and he is energetic in seek;

caution.

ing for aid for the people of his neighbourhood.
Referring to the enclosure in the Dean of Cork’s letter, the first paragraph relative to the poorhouse is substantially correct, aud corresponds with an official document recently put forth by
the Board of Guardians on the occasion of closing of the poor-house, in which document the
deaths are thus stated :•

—

From

October

„

„

„

„

1,

1844, to January

7,

„
„

1S45,

11

1846
1847

266

10

The Report made by me on

the 9th instant, relative to Ballydehob and Skull, confirms the
The same information
extent of distress stated by the dean to be prevailing in that locality.
relative to the enlargement of the burial-ground, and of the number of deaths, was also detailed
to myself by Dr. Traill, the rector of Skull, on the 7th instant.
At Berehaven, yesterday, I heard from respectable sources of the many persons in the parish
of Kilcandon, who have had little to sustain life, for some time, but boiled sea-weed. The
present extent of Public Works, and the arrival of provisions from Cork has remedied this,
though great distress still prevails in that district.
Referring to the Rev. Mr. Caulfield’s statement (which I return numbered to facilitate
reference.)
No. 1. Regarding the poor-house is correct.
No. 2. Men are especially employed to dig deeper graves than usual, for the number of
Many of these bodies
bodies that are brought at all hours of the day or night for interment.
are without coffins, a small quantity of straw being wrapt round them.
No. 8. Dysentery is now more prevalent than fever, and more fatal.
No. 4. This is in Lord Carbery’s property, and I am informed that the description is
correct.

Nos. 5 and 6. The same detail which I find embodied in this paper relative to the number
of fever cases found in one small cabin, was brought by the Rev. Mr. Caulfield before the
Skibbereen Relief Committee, on the 6th instant, and confirmed by the doctor, who had subseIt was to these cases I alluded in my Report of the 9th instant,
quently visited the cabins.
and which led me to advise the Committee to appropriate a portion of their funds to aid such
extreme destitution.
No. 7. At the same meeting, the dispensary doctor detailed the case of the dead body of the
old man having been so long on the same pallet with the sick son.
No. 8. With the exception of the immediate neighbourhood of Skibbereen, there is but little
food

in this part of the country.

left

No.

9.

attention,

The district here alluded to is* Skull, the scarcity of food certainly calls for early
though the position of the people is not quite so alarming as the writer anticipates.
assertions (Mr. Caulfield’s) having been confirmed by persons of respectability,

The above
I

their correctness.
severity of the season, unceasing rain with cold winds,

do not doubt

adds greatly to the misery of
these poor people, who have but little covering. The small portion of food they can procure
from the trade is bad and adulterated, which doubtless contributes much to their physical

The

sufferi ngs.

The

mortality in the rural districts

is

greatly increasing.

Treasury Minute.
January 22, 1847.

Write to the Secretary to the Admiralty that their Lorships having had
under their consideration the following two propositions, which have been
submitted to them by the desire of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
with the view of adding to the existing resources for the relief of the distress in
Ireland and Scotland, and having consulted Commissary-General Sir R. Routh
on the subject of them, entirely approve of the measures proposed, and request
that immediate directions may be given for carrying them into effect to the
utmost extent that circumstances will allow.
That dried peas and beans should be ground and mixed with wheaten
First.
or barley meal, in the proportion of half and half.
Secondly. That the Government bakeries in the Victualling yards should
be employed in the manufacture of whole wheaten meal biscuit, and that
biscuit meal, of the usual quality for the supply of the navy, as well as
the whole meal for the biscuits to be manufactured for the Relief service,
should be purchased by contract, in order to leave the Government mills
entirely free for grinding meal to be sent off in that shape.
Transmit a copy of this Minute to Sir R. Routh for his information.

—

—

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

COMMISSARIAT.
Mr. Trevelyan

to Sir R.

505

Routh.
January 23, 1847.

I now proceed to write to you on the subject of boilers.
In the first place, the Admiralty have shipped fifty “ coppers” on board the
“ Tartarus,” from Woolwich and Sheerness, and as many more are to be put on
hoard the same vessel at Portsmouth and Plymouth, after which, she will proceed to Cork to await your orders, and I presume that you will furnish the commander through Admiral Pigot, with a list of the places at which they are to be
left on the southern and western coast of Ireland.
If more are required, we can have them manufactured at Woolwich, at the
rate of from 20 to 30 a week, at an average cost of 4/. each.
You will see from the accompanying paper, marked No. 1, that the Ordnance
can furnish us with 472 iron pots, besides lids, hooks and trivets, which are at
present in store at eight military stations in Ireland. Pots of this description are
stated to have been formerly in general use in the army, and are still used at
stations where there are no cooking houses
but these 472 iron pots are surplus,
and may, therefore, be placed at once entirely at your disposal, if you require
them. They hold about eight gallons each.
Besides these, there is a further supply of iron pots in store at all the stations
where there are no cooking stations, and these also will be available to the
extent to which it may he ascertained that they are not likely to be soon required
;

'

for the use of the troops.

Paper No.

a list of the barrack stations in Ireland where there are
cooking houses, fitted up with boilers, and No. 3. shews the manner in which
these boilers have, with the approbation of the Commander of the Forces, and
the Master General and Board of Ordnance, been used for the purposes of Relief
2. contains

in the barracks at Clare Castle.

No 4, relates to a case in which a Relief Committee has been allowed to erect
a shed for a soup kitchen, within a barrack enclosure.
A copy of the letter I am now writing- to- you will be sent through the Ordnance
office, to the Respective officers in Dublin,' who will be instructed to place the
surplus iron pots at once at your disposal, and to give you such further assistance
in the modes above indicated, as may be consistent with the wants of the troops,
on which subject they Will act hi communication with you, and under the directions of the Commander of the F orces.
It is proposed to make a free gift, of these Naval and Ordnance boilers and
iron pots, or rather of such of them as may be finally handed over to you, to
those Relief Committees which most require them, and we must go on until
every Relief Committee in Ireland is, in one way or another, provided with a
proper apparatus for cooking.
Since writing the above, Major Jebb has brought me the accompanyingletter, No. 5, in which he suggests, that meal might be converted into a stiff
pudding in the barrack boilers, in which state it might be conveyed by the
people to their own homes.
Be so kind as to furnish a copy of the paper, No. 2, to the respective officers
of the Ordnance.
I take this opportunity of mentioning that Mr. Corcoran, the mill-stone
maker of Mark -lane, has gone at my request to France, with an order for 50
French handmills with fly-wheels, which, I am convinced, will prove more
useful than either the quern or our English plantation mills.
These handmills should, I think, be sold at cost price to the Relief Committees,

and

The Navy

we

can get more

“ coppers ” are

if required.

much

larger than the

Ordnance iron

pots.
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A

Retdim of all Her Majesty's Ships and Vessels which have heen and are employed
in the Service of
piovisioning Ireland and Scotland with their Tonnage, Horse-power
-power (if Steamers), and Number of Men.
;
Date

Date

of Order to
proceed on

of Order to

proceed on

this Service.

Power.

this Service.

Madagascar

•

Firefly

i

Brought forward
Dragon . . . .
Bulldog

Dee

.

.

Swallow

.

.

.

.

Dasher

.

•

,

.

.

.

Cockatrice

.

Lively (lighter)

.

.

.

Zephyr .
.
.
Devon (lighter)
Sinbad (lighter)

.
.

....

Odin
.

Preparing

,
•

.

.

.

Terrible

the

.

.

.

Rosamond

.

.

Rattler

.

.

Carried forward

Purchases made through

.

Scourge .
•
.
Geyser
.
Adventure (lighter)
Urgent .

Rhadamanthus

Return

.
.

Mercury (tender)

.

.

jEoIus
.
Belvidera

Andromeda
Andromache

.
.

....

.

.
,

Torch
Cuckoo
Avenger

.

.

.

Shearwater

Stromboli

.

(lighter)

Porcupine
Centaur

,

Myrmidon
Pluto"

Acheron
Tartarus
Lucifer

Aut

.

Total

agency of Mr. Erichsen, as shown by the following Documents, Nos.
No. 1.
Corn purchased and arrived in Great Britain
to the present time.

1 to 5.

of Indian

When

Quantity
Bought.

Where Bought.

5791 quarters

26 Aug. 1846 33s. 6,1.
26
33s. 6d.
, ,
.
26
.
35s.
27
„ . 35s.
j

to 34s.

G d.

London
London

,

,

Liverpool
Marseilles

,

Remarks.

Destination.

...

Sligo
Sligo

.

.

Westport

.

Shipped from London, per “ Superior.
London, per “ Harmony,
, ,
, ,

Liverpool, per “ John’s.
Marseilles, per “ Mai

,,

Liverpool,

.

,

,

Sligo

.

.

.

Liverpool

Sligo

.

.

.

Liverpool
Liverpool

Sligo
Sligo

.

.

.

, ,

.

.

.

, ,

garet”
and

London

King’s Mill,
Rotherhithe.
Admiralty Mills,
Deptford.

London
Trieste
Trieste

Sligo
Sligo
Sligo

Venice
Venice

London

.
.
.

.

.

.

.

Portsmouth
.

Plymouth
Westport
Galway

.

Westport

.

Plymouth

.

Antwerp
Antwerp
Antwerp

Portsmouth
Portsmouth

Venice

Plymouth

Genoa

Limerick

New York

Ballina

Portsmouth

Liverpool
Liverpool

Sligo

Antwerp

digitised

Ground

into meal,

“Jolt
Louisa.

and afterwards shipper

Dublin.
Shipped from Trieste, per “ Mary Stuart.
to

,

,

, ,
,

,

, ,

by the University of Southampton Library

, ,

1

Trieste, per “ Bossidar.”
Venice, per “ Sacroniza,”
Venice, per “ Meridian:,’
London, per “ Maria

,

, ,
.

,

,

London, per “ Kate.”
London, “ per Gratitude.’
London, per “ Glyndwyr.’

, ,

Antwerp, “ per “ Endeavour.”
Antwerp, per “ Charlotte

,,

Corfu, “ per “ Pigeon."

, ,

Shipped to Liverpool, per “ Montezuma,”
and transhipped to Sligo.
Shipped to Liverpool, per “ Sardinia,"
and transhipped to Ballina.
Shipped from New York, per “Manchester.”

Antwerp

.

Westport
Plymouth
Plymouth

,938$ quarters

image

.

.

Portsmouth

Plymouth

Antwerp

Corfu .
.
United States

Printed

.
.
.

per

Eliza.’’

Liverpool, per “

to Dublin.

Catherine.’"

London
London
London

Antwerp

.

.
.

Galway
Plymouth

Plymouth

Ground

Liverpool, per “Margaret;
into meal, and afterwards shippec

Digitisation Unit

Shipped from Antwerp,
,,
per “ Alfred.”
Shipped per “ Invincible.”
Shipped from Liverpool, per “ Rowena.'
Antwerp, per “ Queen.”
,,
Transhipped ex “ Washington Allston,”
to Plymouth.
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When
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40s. 6d.
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yet arrived in Great Britain.

from.

Destination.

Remarks.

Trieste

Sligo

....

Shipped

,

Venice

Sligo

....

n

cuments received.
“ Coriolano.” Daily

,,

Marseilles

a ,

“ Leo.”

50s. per quarter

per

“ Joachim.”

Daily

pected to arrive.
1,337

,

1,500

,,

23

,,

42s. 6d.

2 Oct.

44s. 6d.

pected

1,312

2

,,

„

1,5193

42s.

,,

13

;

Genoa

,

Marseilles

47s.

,,

Galway

.

.

.

ex-

Do-

Daily expected

Documents

to arriye.
received.

,,

ex-

Do-

to arrive.

cuments arrived.

....

Kilrush

....

.

.

, 3

u Sansone.”

,,

“Marchioness of Breadal-

.

Documents

received.’

•

bane,” in

lien

“ Royal Oak.”

of the

Docu-

ments received.
/These
731J

,

23 Nov.

42s.

,

”

Leghorn
Leghorn

“ Eliza.”
“ Beacon.”

, ,

,.P er
I

p'
l,629y

,

5,000

,,

3 Sept.

The

two

cargoes taken
in lieu of the

I

Chase.

Documents

'received.
delivery of this cargo is now due,

but another month has keen allowed
the sellers. Shipped per “ Magnolia,”
4,500

6,055

,

2,000

18

,,

29

,,

42s. Od.

29

,,

40s.

2 Oct.

,

& 43s.

43s. 6 d.

3,000

5

,

1,100

1,500

8,000

,,

44s. 6d.

,,

47s.

&

40s.

,

,

24

,,

2,000

1,500

573

,,

567

,,

2,000
1,500
,

,,

550
950

400 to

1

December

500

43s.
56$.

29

,,

56s.

,,
,,

55s.
69s.

30

,,

69s.

30

,,

62s.

1

Jan. 1847

,,

way

per

out.

shipped by a vessel on her

....

,

United States

,

Salonica and Naples

6 d.

before 1st April.

be shipped in the spring.

Shipped per « Athens,” 300 quarters
of
this cargo, taken to complete the
800
quarters; bought 5th October, part
of

which arrived per “ Elizabeth.”

Oporto

,

I

.

.

......

}

•

To be shipped

in

.

,,

70s.

January or February.'

Plymouth

.

.

.

Shipped per “ Prowler.”

Plymouth

,

.

,

Shipped per “ Visitor.”

ceived

;

Documents

68 s. Od.

.

.

,

j)

Plymouth

.

.

.

t,

Plymouth
Plymouth

.

,

.

Liverpool

d per “ Hawk.”

.

.

.

.,

Liverpool

Plymouth

.

.

,

erpool,

Plymouth

.

.

.

....

,

,

70s.
,,

Plymouth

United States

,

,

62 s.

,

Baltimore

49s., 5 Os., 51s.

,

Danube

Documents

digitised

re-

.....
.....

m

steamer.
in February,
’
April.

“Jane”

to

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

March,

or

Liverpool, for

transhipment to Plymouth.
and being transhipped to
Plymouth.
d from Baltimore to London, per
“Raritan,' to be transhipped.

3

image

re-

vessel arrived at Cork.

vessel arrived at Cork.
shipped in January or February,
all February by a
;

Venice
Spain

’

Do-

wav
J

Danube, Constantinople, or

79,269 quarters.

Printed

May.

“ Science,”

1,589 qrs. shipped by the “ Jane.”
cuments received for this vessel.

To be

, ,

and 56$.

68s. Od.

,,

Do-

-

,

,,

53s. to 5 7s.

3
4

December.

in March, April, or

,,

.....
.....

To
and 40s.

and 42s.

Documents received.

in

received.

Contract of_29th September for 8,000
qrs., 1,945 qrs. having arrived
per
“ Lepanto.”
To be shipped in January.
per “Davidson,” on her
, ,

ce,„ed

1

15

To be shipped

and Galway

,.

,,

29

2

5,000

Constantinople,

Trieste

Leghorn

,,

30

,,

,,

Danube,

,

43s.
41s.
41s.

1,000 to

.....

,,

47s. 6d.

39s.

Galway

1,652 qrs. shipped per “ Regina.'’
Sligo

.

out.

-

47s.

,,

23

Sligo and

cuments
,

.

Danube

Danube
9

13

23 November

870

United States

,

,

1,500 to

7,000

Genoa

,,

38s., 39s.,

,,

,,
,

,

40s.

4,300

from Ancona.

...
.....

United States

41s.

T
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No.

Return
Quantity purchased.

Indian Corn

of

When

i

Meal

3.

and Barley Meal, purchased up
Where Bought.

Price.

to Date.

Destination.

Remarks.

Bought.
Indian Corn Meal.

800 sacks

3,003

21 Sept. 1846

.

.

.

,,

.

2,883

31

9

.

17

3,000

,,

330

,,

!,,

New York

28s.

28s.

6<3.

to Sis.

6<3.

28s.
•

,

31

„

31s.

,

...

31

„

.

.

31

„

.

.

31

„

.

(
.

.

.

6(3.

Westport

Shipped from Liverpool, per “

.

,

.

chester.”
.

.

.

.

.

Limerick

.

.

....

Limerick

.

.

Limerick

.

.

Philadelphia

.

.

.

.

Liverpool

....
....

40s. to 45s.

per load.

Liverpool

.

.

•

.

Limerick

per barrel.

New York
Philadelphia

.

.

.

Limerick

.

.

....

Limerick

.

.

.

.

.

.

31s.

6(3.

to 34s. 6(3.

,,

6(3.

to 34s.

,,

6(3.

,

New York

Limerick
Limerick
.

daily expected.

Philadelphia, per “ Venice,”
,,
and daily expected.
Shortly expected at Liverpool, to be trailshipped to Limerick.
.

,

Shipped from “Philadelphia, per “ Globe”
and daily expected.
New York, per “Merchant,”
,,
and daily expected.
At Liverpool, and being shipped to Lime-

32s.

31s.

Liverpool, per “ Rowcna ”
,
Arrived at Liverpool, ami being transhipped to Limerick.^
Shipped from, Richmond, per “ Athens "

and

New York

.

Ground

at Liverpool,

and being

to

3,000

barrels

1

»

32s.

2

„

34s.

,,
-

1,100 barrels

.

.

shipped

to Limerick.

Shipped per “Dalmatia”

to Liverpool,

transhipment to

2,500

Princess

Liverpool, per « Active.”
New York, per “Man-

,

,,

.

estport

United States

,

to 44s. 6(3.

•

Richmond, United States

,

31s. 6d. to 34s. 6d.

•

.

.

Westport
....
.... Galway
.... Limerick
W
....

Liverpool
Liverpool

,,

;

31s. 6d.

,,

.

,500 barrels

Liverpool

„

.

3,000

»

Liverpool

per barrel.

21

.2,500

3

Decembe

per 240 lbs

27s. 6d.

31

.

.

.

,,

3,400 loads

„

28s.

'

Liverpool

Shipped from Philadelphia
“ Globe.”

At

Liverpool,

and

being
Limerick.

for

Ireland.

to Cork, per

shipped

to

800 sacks,
18,217 barrels,
3,400 loads.

Barley Meal.
3 September

3,236 barrels
2,000
3,000

,,

500

,,

8,736

.

.

.

...

7 October
22
„

6

»

i8s.

24s.

:

,,

'

22s. 9(3.

24s.

,

Copenhagen

.

.

.

Dublin

Copenhagen
Copenhagen

.

.

.

Greenock

.

.

.

Hamburgh

....

.

Arrived at Leith, and shipped via Glasgow
to Dublin.
Partly arrived.
arrived, and shipped lo
Dublin ; remainder daily
expected.

2000 barrels

H.M. store-ship,
“ Belvedera"

barrels.

'

Wheat Meal.
50

,,

100

,,

...
...

6

6

November 153.10s.
„

28 December

per ton.

London
London

.....
.....

153. 10s.

,

173.

,,

143.10*.
14Zr 10s.

,,

St.

,,

St. Petersburgh

Belmullet
Clifden

.

.

Shipped from London, per “ Providentia.”
London, per “ Cheshire
, ,
Lass.”

London

200 tons.

Bye Meal.
2,000
4,000

,,

...

To be

Petersburgh
.

.

.

tons.

Printed

image
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be ground

info

meal

to the various Mills.

Quantity sent to each Mill.

When

Quantity Bought.

Bought.

Royal

Price.

Beeleigh

Admiralty

Remarks.

^ Victualling

.

Mills!

Mills.

Mills.

Yard,

Gosport.

Up

1,6605 quarters.

to 26th Oct., 1846

Oct. to

5tli

.

Nov., 1846

2nd November, 1846

.

From 5th to 20th Nov., 1846 .
From 20th Nov. to 4th Dec., 1846

,,

1,920|

.

.

33s. to 35s. per qr.

2,209

qrs.

39s. to 40s.

,

1,228

,,

38s.

,

1,2645 qrs.

39s. to 41s.
,
40s. to 42s.6rf. ,

,

11th December, 1846 .
.
December, 1846
From 4th to 31st Dec., 1846
5lh January, 1847

,,

23rd November, 1846

...

7tli

'

870

.

]

....
.

!

.

.

39s.
38s.
39s. to 45s.
38s.

4935

206

,,

Ground

320

,

370
1

,58 i

8807

,,

3065

1,294

,,

into

meal and shipped to

ditto.
ditto.

Now

,
,

400

,

1,149

,,

1,217

qrs.

705

,,

,,

being distributed to the mills.

Salonica barley to be shipped by a
vessel on her way out.

,

Norfolk barley, remainder of the

42s. 6 rf.

.

ditto.

Ditto

Ditto

qrs.

,,

,,

Ditto

3,9325 qrsJ J,286|qrs.

5,1245qrs.

2,400

387|qrs.

j

From 26th

2500 quarters not yet arrived in
London, but daily expected.
About 300 quarters since
2,443

20 January, 1847

,

....

50s., 52s.

In London, and being distributed to

..

,

the mills.
22,217| quarters.

No.

Return
Quantity Purchased.

of

Wheat, Pease, and

When

5.

other Grain, purchased up to this Date.

Where Bought.

Price.

Purchased.

Destination.

Remarks.

Wheat.

4,000

3,500 to
100

qrs.
,,

22d Oct.1846
23rd
,

'!

45s. per quarter.

Alexandria

London
""

1,800 to 2,000 ,,
1,283}
,,

’’

24th

45s.
48s.

Alexandria

, ,

„

.

....
....
.

,

To

be shipped in January or February.
Egyptian wheat ground into meal and

.

Malta

Dublin

.

shipped to Dublin.
in January or February.
Shipped from Malta, per “Foxhound.”

To be shipped
Sligo

.

.

.

6,683} quarters.

Peas.
265} quarters.

600

,,

1,583
2, 448g

,

2nd Nov.

50s. to 53s. per quarter.

London

6th.

49s.

,,

London

56s. to 58s.

,

London.

,,

Cth Jan. 1847

16th Jan.1847

22s. per cwt.

H.M.

store-ship

“ Belvedera.”
Clifden & Bel-

Shipped from London, per
Providentia” and “ Cheshire Lass.”

quarters.

Bice.
1,600 bags.

700

,,

1,084

,,

258
820
4,100

,,

23 s.

;

17th

,,

,’

|

,,

in bond.

, ,

,

22s.Crf.to23s.6rf.

,,

22s.

,

24s.

6rf.

22 s.

6rf.

,

Bengal
Bengal
London

....
....
....

London
London

....
....
....

Bengal

H.M.S*.

Cen-

Shipped per “Duchess of Northumberland.”
“ Elizabeth.”
, ,
Shipping per “ Centaur.”

Shipped per “ Simlah.”

8,562 bags, or about

620

tons.

Grain for Seed.
4735 qrs. rye seed.

325|

268
232

,,

125 ,,

,,

175

))

,,

London

lith Dec.
5th'Jan.l847

ant:

37s. to 41s. per quarter.
36s. 6rf. to 40s.
,

Scotland
Scotland

35s. 6 rf. to 38s. 3rf.

,

35s 3 rf.

,

Scotland
Scotland

....
....
....
....

Rotterdam

....

,,

here.

„

London, Hamburgh,
Rotterdam.

17thNov.l847 Various prices.
21st

,

,

to

Dublin

.

Dublin
Dublin
Dublin

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Shipped from Loudon, per “ Prince of
, ,

.

.

.

.

Dublin

.

.

j,

“ Jane and Eliza.”

, ,

^

^

Dublin
Dublin

)f

,1

, ,

“ Sidney and

“ Margaret Ann.”

Partly shipped, per “ Antelope.”
_

799 qrs. rye.
800 qrs. bere.

230 hhds. flax seed llthDec.1846

Printed

image

digitised

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

Arrived in London, and being shipped
per steamers to Dublin.

COMMISSARIAT.
RECAPITULATION

......

Total of Indian corn purchased and arrived in Great Britain,
about
Total of Indian corn purchased, but not yet arrived in Great
Britain, about
Total of barley purchased and forwarded to the mills for
grinding

.*

.

Total of Indian com meal purchased, 800 sacks,
18,217 barrels, 3,400 loads, about
Total of barley meal purchased, 8,736 barrels, about
Total of wheat meal purchased
Total of rye meal purchased
*
t
Total of Egyptian wheat purchased, about
Total of pease purchased, about

2ri)50i

200 f

a *)ou*

:

•

4 ’ qqqJ

.......

175,306 or about 35,000
Total of rice bought, and arrived in London
Total of rice bought to arrive
.
.

tons.

.
.

.....

—Total of rye purchased

Grain for Seed.

Total of here purchased
Total of flax-seed purchased
Errors excepted.

799 quarters
800
230 hlids.
,

.

.

.

.

>

London, January 13, 1847,

E.

ERICHSEN.

PURCHASES MADE AT MALTA.
Memorandum

showing the offers of Grain accepted by the Commissariat from the commencement
to

in lieu

1

day

Remarks.

of Beans.

Offers accepted between

this

Chick Pease

Indian

7th October, and 26th 1

December, 1846
Received by Commissariat, and delivered at Naval steam-mill
j
Ditto
ditto
ditto
at Naval mule-mills
Ditto
ditto
ditto
at
Commissariat)
mule-mills
j
Rejected, not being answerable to sample
.
Received by Commissariat, and shipped on)

664J Salms out of 4, 036$ have been grou
meal producing 295,743 lbs. of meal.
1

270 Salms out of 2,648 have been grout
meal, producing 81,200 lbs of meal.

.

Robert.

Total

ir

Quarters, or about 3,634 Tons.

Return

Naval Victualling Stores at Deptford and Portsmouth, so far as
received, between the 15th August. 1846, and the 16th
January, 184 7.

10C0 Bushels,
equal to

l 125 Quarters
r

570 Bushels,

.

1
>
J
\
I

IT.

C.

Q.

lbs.J

f

12,544

r

12,768 lbs.,
equal to
114 Cwt.

lbs.,

.

1

.

151,1
.

...

fpiCwt.

7
|

I'

January, 1847

.

0

18

4 per Cwt.

.

Ireland, per “ Mercury,”

digitised

.

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

to

about

.

.

‘

Portsmouth.
18J Supplied from

V

Equal

image

Tender

V
J

IQth January, 1847.

Printed

Accounts have been

equal to
14 0 12 f

I

111

Ditto

,,

D. Ibbetson, Deputy- Commissary- General.

of Supplies furnished from the

|
<

Biscuit.

643$

>>

»

Malta, December 26, 1846.

83$ Tons.’

COMMISSARIAT.

511

Return

of Biscuit provided for the Service of the Army in Ireland;
but which not being
required for that Service, has been delivered from the Ordnance
Stores in aid of the Relief
Operations :
Biscuit 1,251,488 pounds, or about

tons.

558f

General Recapitulation

of Supplies provided by Government in aid of
the Relief
Operations in Ireland and Scotland, since the loth August, 1846

Tom.
Remains in the several depots in Ireland on the above date .
.
.
Purchases since made through the agency of Mr. Erichsen .
.
.
at Malta, and other supplies provided by the Commissariat)

Meal ground

at that station

.

.

.

Portsmouth.

.

.

Biscuit delivered from the Ordnance Stores in Ireland

.

.

Total

Which,

Printed

image

digitised

2,915
35,62(1
1

.

••••...,./
.

Supplies furnished from the Naval’ Victualling; Stores at Deptford and)

1

,

.

73

00 ,
°"§

.

558|

.

43,654^

calculating 5 quarters to the ton, are equal to 218,274 quarters.

by the University of Southampton Library

Digitisation Unit

